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R.E. Lee, Volume Four, begins with General Lee’s military career 

approaching its denouement. The Army of Northern Virginia was

forced out of the trenches in front of Richmond and Petersburg, and

under appalling conditions retreated westward. Near Appomattox

Courthouse, with his starving army surrounded and all avenues of

escape cut off, Lee surrendered to Grant under honorable terms.

Lee would forever remain grateful to Grant for his kindness. But

after having done his military duty to his people to the very best of

his ability, Lee next asked himself, “What is now my duty?” To one of

his subordinates, who asked what they were to do with their lives, Lee’s

answer was unequivocal. They must survive in order to care for the elderly, the women and

children, and for the orphans and widows of war. They must rebuild and forget the past.

Lee spent the next months in Richmond with his family thinking over the difficulties his

people were facing and attempting to decide what his next course of action should be.

Meanwhile, commercial offers came to him, some merely soliciting the use of his name. 

An English aristocrat offered him the use of an entire estate. Lee gracefully turned aside all

offers. He decided to share the misery of the people of Virginia and the South, and in doing
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The cover art is a portrait of R.E. Lee based on a photograph by Levin C. Handy in 1869. 
The photograph of R.E. Lee in the insert above is of him wearing his three star general’s uniform. 



so Lee became a beacon of hope and a powerful symbol of reconciliation. In this final, peaceful

campaign, Lee succeeded brilliantly. When he was offered the post as president of tiny 

Washington College in Lexington, Virginia, in the fall of 1865, Lee accepted immediately. It

proved to be one of the most amazing chapters in his life. 

Within one year, the fortunes of the beleaguered college had

improved dramatically, and Lee’s genius for organization 

and discipline had been revealed anew. Students from around

the South and even from the North eagerly enrolled in order 

to be near the great man. Lee restructured the faculty and 

curriculum, and then proceeded to raise enough money to 

rebuild and expand the college campus. Throughout these

strenuous labors, Lee maintained his family comfortably and

devotedly, both as dedicated husband and loving father. He 

became the model of civic virtue and leadership. When Lee

died in October, 1870, he was one of the most famous and admired men in the world, and a 

shining example of a gentleman and a Christian.
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The photograph of R.E. Lee in the insert above is by Michael Miley, c. 1870.
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Richmond, Virginia
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The photos above are of Richmond circa 1865. Some include the
Capitol Building at the river’s edge. The photo at the bottom is

from the opposite side of the James River.
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The opposing lines

around Fort Stedman,

March 25, 1865.

Terrain southwest of

Petersburg to illustrate
Grant’s flanking 

operation against the
Southside Railroad,

March 27 ff., 1865.
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Situation on Lee’s right-centre after the Confederate line had been 

penetrated on the morning of April 2, 1865.

d
Proposed lines of retreat of the Army of Northern Virginia, April 2, 1865,

for a reconcentration on the Richmond and Danville Railroad.
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Sketch showing lines of advance of the opposing armies

to Burkeville, April, 1865

Sketch showing the

routes to the bridges
across the Appomattox
above Petersburg and
the condition of those
bridges, April 3, 1865.
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Sketch of the railroads crossing at Burkeville.

d
Sketch to illustrate how Lee planned to avoid Burkeville and to

strike for Danville, via Farmville.
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Routes from Jetersville and Amelia Courthouse, as selected by Lee, 

April 5, 1865, for his retreat toward Farmville.

Sketch of Lee’s proposed movements after the disaster of 

Sayler’s Creek, April 6, 1865.
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The terrain of the Sayler’s Creek area, the

routes of the Army of Northern Virginia
through it, and the approximate line of

Ewell's corps when attacked, April 6, 1865.

d

The river and roads north of 

Farmville showing, in particular,
the location of the two bridges

across the Appomattox.
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The watershed between the James and Appomattox

Rivers east of Lynchburg, with special reference to the

line of the Southside Railroad.
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A letter from Dwight D. Eisenhower to a  Dr. Leon W. Scott

August 9, 1960 

Dear Dr. Scott: 

Respecting your August 1 inquiry calling attention to my often expressed admiration for General

Robert E. Lee, I would say, first, that we need to understand that at the time of the War between the States

the issue of secession had remained unresolved for more than 70 years. Men of probity, character, public

standing and unquestioned loyalty, both North and South, had disagreed over this issue as a matter of

principle from the day our Constitution was adopted. 

General Robert E. Lee was, in my estimation, one of the supremely gifted men produced by our

Nation. He believed unswervingly in the Constitutional validity of his cause which until 1865 was still an

arguable question in America; he was a poised and inspiring leader, true to the high trust reposed in him by

millions of his fellow citizens; he was thoughtful yet demanding of his officers and men, forbearing with

captured enemies but ingenious, unrelenting and personally courageous in battle, and never disheartened

by a reverse or obstacle. Through all his many trials, he remained selfless almost to a fault and unfailing in

his faith in God. Taken altogether, he was noble as a leader and as a man, and unsullied as I read the

pages of our history. 

From deep conviction, I simply say this: a nation of men of Lee’s calibre would be unconquerable

in spirit and soul. Indeed, to the degree that present-day American youth will strive to emulate his rare

qualities, including his devotion to this land as revealed in his painstaking efforts to help heal the Nation’s

wounds once the bitter struggle was over, we, in our own time of danger in a divided world, will be

strengthened and our love of freedom sustained. 

Such are the reasons that I proudly display the picture of this great American on my office wall. 

Sincerely,
Dwight D. Eisenhower d
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Author and Civil War historian Douglas Southall Freeman, above left when he was

newspaper editor at The Richmond News Leader. On the right he is at work in his study.
Bottom right Freeman (center) enjoying a light moment with Nimitz (left) 

and Dwight Eisenhower in 1946. 
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Recumbent Lee by Edward Valentine depicts the Confederate
general asleep during one of his campaigns. This statue is found
at the Lee Chapel in Lexington, VA.


