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later documents.) At the age of twenty-two, Abram married Golda 
Lubnowski, a twenty-three-year-old woman from Kłodawa, who was 
the daughter of a butcher named Wolek and his wife, Ruchel.2 The 
couple then lived in Grzegorzew for a brief period before moving to 
Kłodawa around 1845. During the next twenty years, Abram and Golda 
had a total of seven children. Pessa, their first daughter, was born in 
December 1845 but died before reaching three years of age. A second 
daughter, Hinde, was born in November 1848; then a son, Iciek (later 
called Isaac), was born in 1851. A third daughter, Malke (later called 
Matilda), was born in 1854; Blimbe, another daughter, was born in 
1857; then another son, Wolek (later called Woolf), was born in 1860. 
Aron Mordke Kozminski, the youngest child, was born on September 
11, 1865, by which time Golda was almost forty-five years old.3

In 1867, two years after Aaron’s birth, the Russian government 
revoked Kłodawa’s municipal charter, probably as a punishment for the 
town’s support of the January Uprising. This caused a sort of economic 
crisis in the village—no longer officially a town, Kłodawa “became a 
quiet place without further development,” enlivened only by “a few 
fairs each year and a big religious celebration of the Virgin Mary.”4 
In 1871, Aaron’s oldest brother, Iciek, then twenty years old, was the 
first member of the family to leave Russia for England. The reason for 

Aaron Kozminski was born in the village of Kłodawa in the westernmost part of Russia’s 
Pale of Settlement. The decade of the 1870s, when Aaron was an adolescent and a 
young teenager, witnessed a rise in anti-Semitism in Russia. Woolf, Betsy, and Aaron left 
Russia shortly after the outbreak of pogroms in the spring of 1881.
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Golda’s brother Josek was 
the father of Mosiek (Morris) 
Lubnowski

Isaac and Bertha
lived at 74 Greenfield
Street in 1888.

Morris and Matilda
lived at 16 Greenfield
Street in 1888.

Woolf and Betsy
probably lived on 
Greenfield Street or 
Yalford Street in 1888.

Aaron Kozminski, 
unknown address 
in 1888, but probably
lived with Isaac, 
Matilda, or Woolf.
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The assassination of Alexander II on March 13, 1881. Ignacy Hryniewiecki 
stepped forward and threw a bomb that blew the czar’s legs to pieces. A little 
more than an hour later, the czar had bled to death. The assassination sparked 
a wave of anti-Jewish pogroms in southwest Russia.

Alexander II of Russia, “the Czar 
Liberator.” His emancipation of the 
Russian serfs in 1861 was called “a piece of 
philanthropy never equaled in the history 
of man.”

Gesya Gelfman, a member of the 
revolutionary group Narodnya Volya 
(the People’s Will). Gelfman was the 
only Jew involved in the assassination 
plot, and her role was greatly 
exaggerated in the Russian press.
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Beginning in April 1881, anti-Jewish pogroms broke out in more than two hundred 
locations in the southwestern regions of the Pale of Settlement. One officer who traveled 
for a time with a correspondent of the Jewish Chronicle said that he had “seen things that 
sickened him to think of.”

A street devastated by the pogroms. The total destruction of property was estimated as 
high as 100 million rubles. After the pogrom in Elizavetgrad, the town looked “as if it has 
been devastated by the elements. Whole streets have been literally razed.”
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Aaron Kozminski was born 
in this small village in 1865. 
These photos are circa 1910.

A photo from my trip to Kłodawa in May 2008. It is a small village in western Poland 
that seems detached from the modern world.
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Aaron Kozminski’s birth certificate. Aaron Mordke 
Kozminski was born on September 11, 1865, a 
son of Abram Josef Kozminski (tailor) and Golda 
Lubnowski (Goldy Lubnowskicz). Abram died when 
Aaron was nine years old.

A tailoring workshop on Christian Street, 
circa 1900. Isaac Abrahams’s workshop on 
Greenfield Street probably looked similar to 
this. Like the shop pictured above, Isaac’s shop 
also had a skylight and the same number of 
employees.

The Vampire of the Sweatshop, 
frontispiece of Songs of Labour 
by Morris Rosenfeld (1914). 
“The sweatshop at midday, 
I’ll draw you the picture: a 
battlefield bloody.”

A late Victorian–era mantle, 
circa 1880s. 
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Another shot of Greenfield Street, looking south. Isaac lived on the left, and Morris 
and Matilda lived directly opposite at number 16 (on the right).

What used to be Yalford Street is now just an alley off Fieldgate Street. Number 34 
Yalford Street was the address of Woolf Abrahams. The houses on this street were 
described as “without water supply or dustbins” and with the woodwork “rotten through 
filth.” “The stones of the yard exuded when trodden upon damp filth,” and “overpowering 
smells, from the condition of the houses, pervaded the interiors.”

Greenfield Street today, looking north. None of the original buildings remain on 
this street. The arrow points to the approximate location of 74 Greenfield Street, 
where Aaron’s brother Isaac lived, with the “garden workshop” in the backyard.
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The “White Hart” pub on Greenfield Street in the 1880s, headquarters 
of the Anti-Tailor Strike Committee. This pub was just six doors north of 
Isaac’s tailoring workshop. The entrance to White Hart Court can be seen 
next to the ladder. This alley led to Yalford Street, where Woolf Abrahams 
lived. 

Christ Church, on Commercial 
Street in March 1909. The church 
was then, and still remains, the 
dominant architectural feature of 
the district. Next door was the Ten 
Bells, a pub frequented by several 
of the Ripper’s victims. In 1976, it 
was briefly renamed the “Jack the 
Ripper.”
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Whitechapel High Street with St. Mary Matfelon Church in the distance in the 1890s. 
This thoroughfare would have been Kozminski’s most direct route home after the 
Eddowes murder, but because it was such a busy street, he probably avoided it. St. Mary 
Matfelon was close to the geographical center of the murders. Emma Smith claimed that 
she was accosted by some youths who were hanging around in front of St. Mary’s, and 
Polly Nichols was last seen alive 
drunkenly walking down the 
street across from it. Kozminski 
lived about one minute’s walk 
from the church.

Wentworth Street in modern 
days. This street was parallel to 
and north of Whitechapel High 
Street and was quite possibly 
Aaron Kozminski’s route home 
after the Eddowes murder.
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The intersection of Whitechapel Road and Osborn Street circa 1890, near where Emma 
Smith was attacked. This corner was almost directly across from St. Mary’s Church. The 
site of the Tabram murder was just a few minutes’ walk from here.

St. Botolph’s Church, aka “the Prostitutes’ Church,” circa 1892. Kate Eddowes was passed 
out drunk near here when she was arrested.
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Buck’s Row, looking west, in 
the 1930s. New Cottage can 
be seen in the center of the 
photo. An arrow points to the 
site of the murder.

Polly Nichols’s 
mortuary photo.

Discovery of the body.
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Annie Chapman’s wedding photo, circa 
1869. Chapman’s mortuary photo.

The backyard at 29 Hanbury Street. Chapman’s body was found lying between the 
step and the wood fence. 
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The corner of Berner and Fairclough streets, as it looked 
in April 1909. The entrance to Dutfield’s Yard is under 
the hanging wagon wheel. The International Working 
Men’s Educational Club was in the tall building adjacent 
to the yard.

The north end of Berner Street at the intersection with Commercial 
Road circa the 1890s. The south end of Greenfield Street was almost 
directly opposite.

Liz Stride’s 
mortuary photo.
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Mitre Square circa 1925. The darkest corner of 
the square, where Eddowes was murdered, is to 
the left behind the car.

Eddowes’s mortuary photos.In situ drawing of Kate Eddowes by Frederick Foster.
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Goulston Street cloth market in the early 1900s. Goulston Street was the site of the 
chazar mark, where Jewish master tailors went to hire “greeners.” The infamous graffito 
was written in one of the entranceways of Wentworth Model Dwellings, the large 
building at the end of the street.

The Goulston Street graffito was 
scrawled in chalk in this doorway (this 
photo was taken in 1975), above a cut-
off portion of Kate Eddowes’s bloody 
apron. It read, “The Juwes are the men 
that will not be blamed for nothing.” 
Ripperologists still debate whether this 
message was written by the killer.

The same entranceway in 2005.
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Mary Kelly’s body, photographed on the day of her murder at 13 Miller’s Court. 
She was the only victim to be photographed in situ at the murder site.

Photograph of 
Kelly’s room taken 
on the day of the 
murder. The broken 
window can be seen 
on the right.

The layout of Miller’s 
Court. The exact 
location of the room 
of Kelly’s upstairs 
neighbor Elizabeth 
Prater is still unclear.
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Sir Robert Anderson. At the time 
of the Ripper murders, Anderson was 
the assistant commissioner (crime) 
and the head of the Metropolitan 
Police Criminal Investigation 
Department. He later wrote that Jack 
the Ripper’s identity was a “definitely 
ascertained fact” known to the police.

Donald Sutherland Swanson circa early 
1880s. Swanson was the man in charge of 
the Ripper inquiry and the author of the 
famous “Swanson marginalia” (see below).

The “Swanson Marginalia,” Swanson’s penciled notes written in Anderson’s 
autobiography. The annotations are on page 138 (left) and the notes on the endpaper 
(right). Anderson wrote that the identity of Jack the Ripper was known to the police, 
but he refused to name the suspect. On the endpaper, among other notes, Swanson 
penciled in, “Kosminski was the suspect.”
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Melville Macnaghten’s famous memorandum (above) 
claimed that Aaron Kozminski “had a great hatred of 
women, specially of the prostitute class, & had strong 
homicidal tendencies.” Macnaghten added that “there 
were many circs connected with this man which made 
him a strong ‘suspect.’ ” Despite this, Macnaghten did 
not agree with Anderson’s “theory” that Kozminski 
was the Ripper.

The Police Seaside Convalescent Home at 51 Clarendon Villas, Hove, circa 1890. This 
was possibly where Aaron Kozminski was identified by a witness whom Donald Anderson 
described as “the only person who had ever had a good view of the murderer.”
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Mile End 
Old Town 
Workhouse.

Aaron Kozminski’s July 12, 1890, admission to Mile End Old Town Workhouse. His 
name is misspelled “Kosorimski.”

On February 7, 1891, Aaron Kozminski was admitted to Colney Hatch Lunatic Asylum, 
suffering from “mania” and “incoherence.” His medical certificate noted, “He declared 
that he is guided & his movements altogether controlled by an instinct that informs his 
mind.” The “Supposed Cause” of insanity was entered as “unknown,” but in red next to 
this was written “Self-Abuse”—a colloquial term for masturbation, then widely thought 
to be the cause of numerous disorders, including insanity.
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Leavesden Asylum for 
Imbeciles. Although 
Leavesden was nominally 
an “Imbeciles’ Asylum,” 
the main criteria for 
admission were that a 
patient be both chronic 
and not dangerous—and 
even these criteria were not 
closely adhered to, because 
Leavesden admitted both 
acute cases and dangerous 
patients.

Leavesden Asylum Register of Patients, detailing Aaron 
Kozminski’s physical decline. The entry at the top noted 
that Kozminski had “Hallucinations of sight and hearing 
[and] is very excitable and troublesome at times.” On 
March 21, 1919, the night attendant S. Bennett noted, 
“Died in my presence at 5 AM.”
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Charles Booth, the son of a 
Liverpool cotton merchant, was 
a successful businessman and a 
dedicated philanthropist. From 
1886 until 1903, he conducted 
extensive surveys into poverty, 
industry, and religion in the East 
End. In October 1888, at the 
height of the Ripper scare, one 
of Booth’s researchers was doing 
follow-up surveys of tailors living 
on Yalford and Settles streets, 
in the neighborhood where the 
Kozminskis lived.

City detective Henry Cox spoke of conducting surveillance on a suspect who “occupied 
several shops in the East End, but from time to time he became insane.” “The Jews in the 
street soon became aware of our presence,” Cox wrote. “We told them we were factory 
inspectors looking for tailors and capmakers who employed boys and girls under age, and 
pointing out the evils accruing from the sweaters’ system.”

A notice of the dissolution of a mantle 
manufactory partnership between 
Woolf Abrahams and the elusive 
Jacob Cohen—the man who testified 
regarding Kozminski’s insanity.
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The Dolphin Pub was in this building at 97-99 Whitechapel Road (today occupied by 
the Islamic Bank of Britain). When Aaron Kozminski died in 1919, his brother Isaac was 
living upstairs with his son Mark and Mark’s wife.

The Great Synagogue on Duke Street. It was under the street lamp (bottom 
left) at the entrance of Church Passage that Kate Eddowes was last 
seen alive. She was talking to a man, later apparently identified as Aaron 
Kozminski.
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The center of the smallest circle containing the murder sites of the five canonic victims was a mere 350 yards from Aaron’s likely 
residence on Greenfield Street. (Some of the noncanonic victims are also shown.)
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Aaron Kozminski’s grave. The headstone 
was made out of a soft sandstone. The 
inscription, now almost completely worn 
away, once read:

AARON KOZMINSKY
WHO DIED 24TH MARCH 1919
AGED 54 YEARS
DEEPLY MISSED BY 
HIS BROTHER, SISTERS,
RELATIVES
AND FRIENDS

May his dear
Soul Rest in Peace

A theatrical version of Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde premiered at the 
Lyceum Theatre on August 
4, 1888, just two days before 
the murder of Martha Tabram. 
The London Times’s review 
of the play described Richard 
Mansfield’s performance as 
“morbidly fascinating.” Much 
like the twentieth-century 
serial killer Ted Bundy, Jekyll 
was “constantly haunted with 
a horror of the crimes of his 
other self.”
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