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ice to refuel and take off again.

Byrd was in a hurry to start the journey. It would take about a month to reach Spitsbergen from
New York. And it was crucial that Byrd reach the North Pole in May when it would still be too cold
for thick fog to form. Fog would seriously jeopardize his mission. There also needed to be snow
covering the rocky terrain so the plane had a better chance of landing safely when it returned from the
North Pole. But Byrd was also in a hurry to get to Spitsbergen before Norwegian polar explorer Roald
Amundsen arrived.

Hailed as the “King of All Living Explorers,” Amundsen was the first person to set foot in places
where other men died trying. He was the first to find the elusive Northwest Passage and the first in
the race to reach the South Pole. Now he had set his sights on being the first to fly over the North
Pole, just like Byrd.

This wasn’t Amundsen’s first try. The year before, he and American polar explorer Lincoln
Ellsworth and four others tried to fly two planes over the North Pole. They were nearly killed when
they lost their way in the fog and one of their planes had mechanical problems, forcing them to crash-
land in the floating ice–filled water. Their planes quickly froze over, and walls of ice closed in all
around them.
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towers with blinking lights and the stovepipes and ventilators. The rest of it was buried under the
snow to help insulate against the cold.

Building Little America was one of the hardest jobs the crew undertook. Using shovels, the men
dug down eight feet into concrete-hard ice. The uncomplaining carpenter, Chips Gould, who had been
to the North Pole with Byrd, had to warm up the nails before hammering them into the orange prefab
houses, otherwise the nails would break.

They built the Administration Building, the Mess Hall, and the Norwegian House (so named
because the houses were from Norway). There was also a machine shop that housed the engine to
supply electricity for the radio.

The buildings were connected by a series of underground snow tunnels to keep the men out of
the fierce blizzards and eliminate the possibility of them getting lost. The upper walls of the snow
tunnels were lined with wooden crates of food and supplies. They were very dark and narrow, barely
wide enough for two people to walk side by side.
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When June radioed the news to Little America from the plane, everyone cheered. Igloo joined in
by hopping up onto the Mess Hall table and barking with all his might. And nine hours later, Igloo was
the first to hear the hum of the airplane on its return. He stood on the runway, running back and forth
excitedly as the plane landed. The men tossed their hats in the air and cheered. And Igloo was one of
the first to greet Byrd when he got off the plane, running alongside him, jumping up, and patting
Byrd’s leg.

Everyone hurried into the Mess Hall to have some hot drinks from Cook Tennant’s galley. There
was a lot to celebrate on Byrd and Igloo’s Antarctic adventure. And they would soon find out that the
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A few days later, Igloo received a gold medal, too. The Tail Waggers’ Club, a humanitarian
organization that only had dogs as members and strived “to make the lot of the dog a better one in this
world,” presented one to Igloo for services rendered on the Antarctic expedition.

Since Byrd and Igloo had arrived back from the Antarctic, it had been a whirlwind of parades
and receptions. It started with a ticker-tape parade in New York, followed by a midnight train ride to
Washington, DC.

A few days after meeting the President, Byrd and Igloo went to their hometown of Boston for
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