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 Th ese graphs chart the great transformation eff ected by the triumph of the 
industrial-technological paradigm (see  fi gs.  2.1  and  2.2  ). Th ey all begin with 
the conventional date for the onset of the Industrial Revolution, 1750, and 
they all refl ect modernity as industrialized nature-culture. Two features 
surprise. 

 First, the “screeching acceleration”   42    on all graphs is the same, despite 
widely disparate subjects. What can foreign investment, the damming of 
rivers, fertilizer and paper consumption, ozone depletion, population growth, 
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  Figure 2.1       
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McDonald’s restaurants, collapsed fi sheries, and species extinction possibly 
have in common? Yet lay one graph atop the next, and you get the same abrupt 
curve for the same fi ve decades. Hidden lines seem to connect dots drawn by 
a common hand. 

 Second, from 1750 until 1950 the change is gradual wherever records are 
available. Th en, from 1950 onward, humans truly leave behind the moorings 
of the past and shatter the constraints and stabilities of earlier economic, de-
mographic, and energy regimes.   43    Across much of the industrial world, the 
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  Figure 2.2       
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universe anymore than moral theory and justice theory, as theory, achieve 
what they seek. Nonetheless, getting the “think withs” and the symbols right 
is a necessary and powerful tool (see  fi g.  7.1  ). 

 Perhaps we have said enough to make clear how signifi cant method is as a 
standing element of any morality and ethic. Method matters; it shapes the whole 
and structures the outcome. Awareness of it aids moral clarity and deliberation.    

  Next  . . .    
 As we bring Part I—Th e Creature We Are, Th e World We Have, Th e Faith 
We Seek, and Th e Ethic We Need—to a close, we turn to the communities 
required for the long, hard transition to ecological civilization, and to the 
shared religious resources they can draw upon for Earth-honoring living.      
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  Figure 7.1       




