
A Note on the Tables and Sources

 
The tables presented in this appendix represent an effort to assemble, as completely as possible, a
factual skeleton of the evolution of suffrage in the United States. That no similar compilation exists
anywhere in print is a remarkable fact—and the rationale for publishing these tables here.

Three limits to this collection should be noted. The first is that the tables deal largely with the years
prior to 1920. This chronological limit was set because state laws changed relatively little between
1920 and 1950, federal law became paramount by the 1960s, and legal materials for the post-1920
period are more readily accessible in reference volumes. Second, this assembly does not include
detailed presentations of all of the disfranchising laws passed in the South between 1890 and 1920;
this is so because such presentations previously have been published in the work of other historians
(cited in Chapter 4). Finally, this collection omits data regarding registration laws. This decision was
made for reasons of feasibility: state voter registration laws for the last century generally have been
complex, lengthy, and subject to frequent changes. A preliminary attempt to produce such a tabular
presentation yielded an incomplete document more than fifty pages long.

The sources listed at the end of these tables are those in which constitutional provisions, statutes,
and court cases mentioned in the tables were found. The list does not include the hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of volumes (particularly of statutes) that were examined to confirm other sources or to
find that no relevant laws were listed.

The procedures that yielded these tables were as follows. The first sources to be examined were
the texts of all of the state constitutions that were ever in force between the American Revolution and
the mid-twentieth century. These were supplemented by readings of all of the state constitutional
conventions for which transcripts of the proceedings exist. Systematic studies of the statutes and
case law then were conducted for a set of critical states: California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois,
Indiana, Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, and Texas. Less systematic but
sometimes extensive research was undertaken for all other states. These efforts were complemented
through the use of multistate compilations of the laws that were periodically put together either by
scholars or (more commonly) by state officials and constitutional conventions preparing to revise
their own laws.

In addition, a substantial secondary literature was consulted. One of the more chastening features
of this research effort, however, was the discovery that much of the secondary literature was
unreliable in details: inconsistencies and contradictions among secondary sources (and between
secondary and primary sources) abounded. All problematic items in the secondary literature thus were
treated simply as leads back into the state constitutions, codes, session laws, and court cases. Items
are included in the tables only when they could be verified.

I am reasonably confident that these tables are comprehensive with respect to constitutional
provisions: that is, they include all constitutional requirements (on the subjects examined) that were in
force at any point during the period. Comprehensiveness with respect to statutes (as well as case
law), however, is more difficult to achieve. In most states, some (usually minor) dimensions of
suffrage law could be shaped by statutory provisions, court decisions, and even municipal regulations;
some of these changes may well have escaped my notice, particularly for those states where the
annual session laws were not exhaustively examined. Local residency requirements, for example,
might have shifted back and forth without leaving an imprint on periodic codifications of a state’s



laws; the same was true of laws permitting women to vote for school boards. It is, thus, possible that
there are (presumably minor) errors of omission in some of the tables: this caution would apply
primarily to tables A.10, A.11, A.13, A.15, and A.17 to A.19.

Finally, it should be noted that, in all of the tables, the dates accompanying particular legal
provisions are the earliest dates on which I have found such provisions. Unless otherwise indicated,
these laws remained in force for the duration of the period covered by each table.

 

TABLE A.1 Suffrage Requirements: 1776-1790





TABLE A.2 Property and Taxpaying Requirements for Suffrage: 1790-1855













TABLE A.3 Chronology of Property Requirements for Suffrage: 1790-1855



TABLE A.4 Race and Citizenship Requirements for Suffrage: 1790-1855











TABLE A.5 Chonology of Race Exclusions: 1790-1855



TABLE A.6 Pauper Exclusions: 1790-1920







TABLE A.7 Suffrage Exclusions for Criminal Offenses: 1790-1857









TABLE A.8 Labor Force Changes in Selected States: 1820-1850



Sources: U.S. Census 1820, Aggregate Amount of Each Description of Persons in the United States
(Washington, D.C. 1821), 1; U.S. Census 1850, Occupations of the Male Inhabitants, vol. 1
(Washington, D.C. 1853), lxvii-xxx; U.S. Census 1850, Compendium of the Seventh Census
(Washington, D.C. 1854), 125-129.

TABLE A.9 Summary of Suffrage Requirements in Force: 1855











TABLE A.10 States with Tawpaying Requirements for Suffrage: 1870-1921





TABLE A.11 States with Property Requirements for Suffrage: 1870-1920



TABLE A.12 States with Special Provisions Affecting Aliens and Immigrants: 1870-1926







TABLE A.13 Literacy Requirements for Suffrage: 1870-1924













TABLE A.14 Residency Requirements for Suffrage: 1870-1923





















TABLE A.15  Disfranchisement for Felons and Others Convicted of Crimes: Laws in Force, 1870-



1920













TABLE A.16 Native-American Voting Rights: Laws in Force, 1870-1920





TABLE A.17 States and Territories Permitting Women to Vote in Elections Dealing with Schools Prior




