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from one in 1956 to fourteen in 1989 to more than fifty today. Nor 
is the trend confined to book awards. The number of film prizes 
awarded worldwide has grown to the point that there are now 
nearly twice as many awards as there are full-length movies pro-
duced. For both books and films, the number of prizes has grown 
at a far faster clip than the numbers of new books or movies.3
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Figure 1. Awards for mysteries in the United States and United Kingdom, 
1946 – 2008.




