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Part I: What Is Freemasonry?

Figure 1-1:
The square
and compass is the
universal
symbol of
Freemasonry.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Voltaire, Mozart, George Washington, and Winston Churchill were all members, as were 9 signers of the Declaration of Independence and 14 U.S.
presidents. The Founding Fathers of the United States embraced Masonic
principles and wrote them into the foundations of U.S. government. But dictators like Adolph Hitler, Joseph Stalin, and Saddam Hussein all outlawed
their gatherings. Many religions forbid their members to join the Masons,
and terrible accusations have been made against members of the fraternity,
charging them with assassinations, conspiracies, attempts at world domination, and other evil crimes. Millions of men the world over have joined the
Freemasons, yet even today, some countries threaten Masons with fines,
imprisonment, or even death.
Even so, in almost every country of the world, every week hundreds of thousands of men slip on jackets and ties, reverently fasten small, white aprons
around their waists, and enter the confines of windowless lodge rooms.
There they escape the outside world for a few hours and replace it with the
comfort of friendship combined with ritual ceremonies from centuries ago.
What is it about this self-described fraternal and benevolent organization
that evokes such opposite reactions? Is Freemasonry a mythic mass of mindexpanding, magical, mystical manifestations? An evil organization for socioeconomic pirates? Or just a place for a hot hand of euchre and a fish fry? In
this chapter, I give you a brief overview of what Freemasonry really is, what
Masons do, and how other organizations are related to Freemasonry.
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(continued)

needed to do the exacting work of translating
the fanciful designs into buildings that would
last ten centuries or more. Complex geometry

and exact measurement and construction were
necessary, and that’s where the craft guilds
and the Freemasons came in.

Photograph courtesy of Christopher Hodapp
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To this day, these Scottish Rite auditoriums, theaters, and cathedrals like
the Scottish Rite Cathedral in Indianapolis (see Figure 2-1) remain the largest
Masonic buildings ever constructed.

Figure 2-1:
The Scottish
Rite
Cathedral in
Indianapolis,
Indiana,
was built in
1929 solely
for conferring the
degrees of
the Scottish
Rite of
Freemasonry.
Photograph courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

The price of being a joiner
To understand just how popular being a member
of a fraternal organization in the United States
was after the Civil War, looking at a few statistics is useful. By 1899, more than 6 million out of
21 million adult men in the United States were
members of one or more of the country’s 300
fraternal organizations, which conferred about
1,000 degrees on 200,000 new members a year.
The average fraternal lodge member spent $50
a year on dues and insurance, and another $200
on initiation fees, ritualistic paraphernalia, banquets, and travel. Bear in mind that the average
factory worker at that time earned just $400 to
$500 a year. In 2012, those $50 dues would be
equal to $1,330. And that $200 budget for initiation, paraphernalia, banquets, and travel in 1899
would cost $5,321 today, on an adjusted salary
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of between $10,641 and $13,302 a year. Bottom
line: These guys were paying about 50 to 60 percent of their yearly salaries just to be members
of fraternal organizations.
Remember that these were the days before
HMOs, Medicare, and Social Security, and
many of the fraternal groups began to offer
inexpensive insurance programs to their members. In fact, many groups existed solely as
insurance societies that just happened to have
initiation rites! Seen in that light, they were
well worth the money, even for men of limited
means. A common workingman no longer had
to worry about what would happen to his wife
and children if something happened to him. His
fraternal brothers would take care of his family
when he was gone.
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Part II: The Inner Workings of Freemasonry
groups suffer results in a smoother, friendlier line of succession. Any man,
regardless of his social, business, or economic position outside the lodge
room, may aspire to be Master of his lodge.
Jurisdictions differ from one another, and many local lodges observe different customs that may slightly alter these duties. In the following sections, I
outline the most common officers’ positions in the United States.

Worshipful Master
The Worshipful Master sits in the East, symbolic of the rising sun, and presides over the lodge, like a president or chairman. Even if the building faces
the wrong direction, the Master is said to be “in the East.” While serving
his term as Master, his word is final over the actions of the lodge. He is also
responsible, as the ritual instructs, for “setting the Craft to work and giving
them good and wholesome instruction for their labor.” He presides over business meetings and the conferral of degrees.
The Master’s jewel of office (shown in Figure 5-1) is the right angle of
a square, a stonemason’s tool used for checking the angles of cut and
smoothed stones. It is not a measuring square like carpenters use. It’s used
to make certain an angle is “true.” It symbolizes virtue.

Figure 5-1:
The
Master’s
jewel of
office.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Masons call the man in charge of the lodge Worshipful Master, but that doesn’t
mean they worship him. In parts of England, mayors and judges are also called
“Worshipful” or “Your Worship.” It’s a term of honor, from the original intent
of the word, meaning “to give respect.” French Masons use the word Venerable
for their Masters.

Senior Warden
The Senior Warden sits in the West, symbolic of the setting sun, and assists
the Worshipful Master in opening and closing the lodge. He is the second
in command, like a vice-president, and if the Master is unable to attend the
meeting, he may open and conduct business. His ancient duties were to pay
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the Craft their wages and to handle disputes among the workers. These days,
he’s just a heartbeat away from the East, so his task is to support the Master
and to prepare himself for that office for the following year.
The Senior Warden and the Junior Warden (see the following section) often
have small wooden columns on the pedestals in front of their positions.
When the lodge is at work (during a meeting), the Senior Warden’s column
stands upright and the Junior Warden’s column is laid on its side, showing
that the Senior Warden is now in charge of the Craftsmen. When the work is
concluded and the lodge retires to refreshment, the Junior Warden’s column
is raised and the Senior Warden’s is laid down, showing that the Craftsmen
are now under the supervision of the Junior Warden.
The Senior Warden’s jewel of office (shown in Figure 5-2) is the level, a stonemason’s instrument used to check the level of horizontal surfaces. It symbolizes that all Masons meet on the level, without regard to social, political, or
religious status.

Figure 5-2:
The Senior
Warden’s
jewel of
office.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Junior Warden
The Junior Warden sits in the South, symbolic of the position of the sun at
midday. Because he represents the sun at lunchtime, he metaphorically
supervises the Craftsmen when they’re at recess, or refreshment. He is the
number-three officer in the lodge hierarchy, and he also may open the lodge
if the Master and Senior Warden are unable to attend the meeting. The
Master and the two elected Wardens (the Senior Warden and the Junior
Warden) are the only officers who may open a meeting. Only a Grand Lodge
officer may override this requirement.
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The Junior Warden is often in charge of arranging meals for the lodge, and
traditionally the Stewards assist him (see the later section, “Senior Steward
and Junior Steward”). One of the Junior Warden’s symbolic jobs described in
the ritual is to make certain that the members “do not convert (their) refreshment into intemperance or excess.” In most U.S. jurisdictions, alcohol is
barred from the lodge, but the ceremonial reference to earlier days remains
part of the Junior Warden’s job description.
The Junior Warden’s jewel of office (shown in Figure 5-3) is the plumb, a
stonemason’s instrument used for checking the alignment of a vertical surface. It symbolizes upright behavior among Masons.

Figure 5-3:
The Junior
Warden’s
jewel of
office.
Image courtesy of
Christopher Hodapp

Senior Deacon
The Senior Deacon sits to the right of the Worshipful Master. He is the
Master’s messenger and does lots of walking. He welcomes and escorts both
visitors and new candidates into the lodge and usually introduces distinguished visitors. During degree rituals, he is the guide for the new candidate,
conducting him around the lodge room. In the opening and closing ceremonies of the lodge, the Senior Deacon opens and closes the Bible and lights
or extinguishes the candles at the altar. In many lodges, he also carries the
ballot box around the room when new members are voted on.
Both the Senior and Junior Deacon carry long staffs, or rods. Because they are
messengers of the lodge, the rods they carry are symbolic of the caduceus, or
wand, that the Roman winged god and messenger Mercury carried. The rods
are topped by their jewels of office, to match the ones on their collars.
The Senior Deacon’s jewel (shown in Figure 5-4) is a square and compass
with a sun in the middle. The sun signifies that his position is in the east, with
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the Master. (In some parts of the world, the jewel worn on the collar of the
Deacons may be a dove, and their rods may be topped by a figure of Mercury
or a dove with an olive branch.)

Figure 5-4:
The Senior
Deacon’s
jewel of
office.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Junior Deacon
The Junior Deacon sits to the right of the Senior Warden, guarding the door
to the lodge. He is the messenger of the Senior Warden, as well as the lodge
“doorman.” His job is to be certain the Tyler (see the “Tyler” section later in
this chapter) is guarding the door on the outside, and he allows visitors to
enter after they’ve been properly vouched for. He and the Tyler communicate
with each other by knocking back and forth on either side of the closed door.
Some jurisdictions divide this position between a Junior Deacon and an
Inner Guard.
The Junior Deacon’s jewel of office (shown in Figure 5-5) is the square
and compass, like his senior counterpart. The difference is that the Junior
Deacon’s jewel has a moon in the center, signifying that he is in the West.

Figure 5-5:
The Junior
Deacon’s
jewel of
office.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp
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Senior Steward and Junior Steward
Because the Stewards are the low guys on the totem pole of the officers’ line,
they do much of the grunt work. They’re the Junior Warden’s assistants, and
they help to set up the lodge room. They prepare all new candidates before
entering the lodge for their degree rituals and escort them to the lodge room,
where the Senior Deacon takes over. They may also be the kitchen staff and
wait staff of the lodge, which means that they’re champing at the bit to move
up to the Junior Warden’s job.
The Stewards, like the Deacons, also carry rods, in imitation of England’s
Lord High Steward’s rod in the House of Lords. The rods are also topped with
the jewels of their offices.
The Stewards’ officers jewels (shown in Figure 5-6) are the same: a cornucopia, or “horn of plenty,” symbolizing — what else? — lots of food. Masons
love to eat and will find any excuse they can to have a breakfast, luncheon,
or dinner to commemorate just about anything.

Figure 5-6:
The Senior
and Junior
Stewards’
jewels of
office.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Officers not in the progressive line
The lodge has several officers who do not usually move in the progressive
line, for several reasons. Treasurers and Secretaries often serve for many
years. Continuity in those positions is vital for running an efficient lodge.
Training them takes time, and having a new one each year would create
chaos.
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A couple of positions you may hear about but which I don’t cover in this chapter are the Marshal and the Director of Ceremonies. The Marshal is generally
the officer who conducts visitors into the lodge and introduces them to the
members. The Director of Ceremonies position varies widely. He may be in
charge of making certain all officers know their required parts in the various
ceremonies and rituals of the lodge. He may also be the messenger for the
entire lodge. Neither of these officers is common in U.S. lodges.

Treasurer
The Treasurer sits to the right of the Master and behind the Senior Deacon.
His duties are pretty obvious, namely to keep track of the lodge’s money. He
receives all money from the Secretary, keeps a record of it, and pays it out at
the order of the Master, with the consent of the lodge.
The jewel of the Treasurer’s office (shown in Figure 5-7) is a pair of crossed
keys, signifying he’s the guy with the keys to the cashbox.

Figure 5-7:
The
Treasurer’s
jewel of
office.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Secretary
The Secretary sits to the left of the Master and, in reality, is the second-mostpowerful officer of the lodge, even though the ritual doesn’t say so. He keeps
the records of the lodge, communicates with other lodges and the Grand
Lodge, types the letters, retrieves the mail, takes the minutes of the meeting,
and does lots more besides.
Because the Secretary must be well versed in the laws and regulations of his
jurisdiction, be familiar with the list of the lodge’s members, and help the
Master organize his meetings, an experienced member generally occupies
this chair. Secretary is truly the office of greatest responsibility in the lodge.
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The jewel of the Secretary (shown in Figure 5-8) is a pair of crossed quill
pens, even though today he may very well be pounding out the minutes on a
laptop computer.

Figure 5-8:
The
Secretary’s
jewel of
office.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Chaplain
The Chaplain sits in front of the Secretary, to the left of the Master. Although
he isn’t necessarily a minister, priest, rabbi, or imam in his real-world job, in
the lodge the Chaplain is responsible for nondenominational prayers at the
opening and closing of meetings, during degree ritual ceremonies, and before
meals. Every meeting opens and closes with a prayer.
The Chaplain’s jewel of office (shown in Figure 5-9) is an opened book, symbolizing the Volume of Sacred Law (the Bible, Torah, Koran, Veda, or other book
held sacred by the members of that lodge). It often has the words “Holy Bible.”

Figure 5-9:
The
Chaplain’s
jewel of
office.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp
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Tyler
The Tyler (sometimes spelled Tiler) sits outside the closed door of the lodge
room, armed with a sword, guarding the entrance against the approach of
“cowans and eavesdroppers.” During the Middle Ages, cowans were men who
built stone walls of poor quality, and they were not initiated or apprenticed
as stonemasons. The Tyler’s job was to keep these unskilled workmen from
listening in on meetings.
After the lodge members are inside, the door closes, and it’s up to the Tyler
to decide whether late arrivals can come in. He also makes sure that visitors
are “properly clothed,” meaning that they have on a Masonic apron. Some
jurisdictions call this position the Outer Guard.
Many lodges use the Tyler’s position as a place of honor for older, retired
members. It’s kind of a bummer for him, because he’s stuck outside and can’t
hear the business of the lodge. Some lodges have a tradition of paying the
Tyler a small salary and making him responsible for setting up the paraphernalia of the lodge room, laundering the aprons, and performing other small tasks.
Other jurisdictions that have very large buildings with many lodges meeting
inside on a given night will have one ceremonial Tyler for the whole building.
The Tyler’s jewel of office (shown in Figure 5-10) is a sword — sometimes
a “wavy” sword, symbolic of the biblical reference in Genesis to the “flaming
sword that was placed at the east of the garden of Eden, which turned every
way to keep the way of the tree of life.” It has no scabbard, because the
Tyler’s sword should always be drawn and ready for the defense of his post.

Figure 5-10:
The Tyler’s
jewel of
office.
Image courtesy of
Christopher Hodapp
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There’s no past faster than an old Past Master
After his term of office “in the East,” the
Worshipful Master is put out to pasture. He
goes from having all the power in the lodge to
having precisely none. This transition is similar to when the President of the United States
leaves office; he becomes just another common
citizen again. He may make speeches all over
the country, write books, appear on the news
more often than when he was running the country, and otherwise bore everyone to distraction.
But he has no power, and no one has to listen to
him. This is the fate of the Past Master.
Nevertheless, his fellow Freemasons look upon
a Past Master with great respect. He is honored
for the rest of his life by the title Worshipful
Brother before his name, and the initials P.M.
after it. Not exactly like having the Secret
Service at your beck and call for the rest of your
life, but a nice honor anyway.
Some jurisdictions give Past Masters more
power than others. A few allow them to vote on
legislation at Grand Lodge meetings, and some
lodges may have an official position called the
Immediate Past Master, someone who acts as
a mentor to the Worshipful Master who followed
him. Being a Past Master is a special accomplishment, because it represents many years of
commitment to Freemasonry and to the lodge.
The Past Master knows ritual, rules, history, and
customs, and he is a tremendous resource for
his lodge. Even though in most cases they hold
no office, Past Masters have their own honorary jewel (shown in the figure). In most U.S.
jurisdictions, the jewel is an open compass with
a sun in the center. At the base of the compass
is a curved bar connecting the points, called a
quadrant, marked in degrees like a protractor,
for measuring angles. The sun symbolizes his
past position in the east. The quadrant is a tool
of complex geometry, symbolizing that the Past
Master possesses greater knowledge.
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Other jurisdictions use a jewel representing the
47th Problem of Euclid (more commonly called
the Pythagorean theorem) to symbolize the
Past Master’s greater knowledge (as shown
in the figure). Oh, come on, you remember the
Pythagorean theorem for defining the angle of
a right triangle: The square of the hypotenuse is
equal to the sum of the squares of the other two
sides of a right triangle. And you thought you’d
never have to know that after high school.

Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp
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Figure 7-1:
A typical
19th-century
tracingboard,
packed with
Masonic
symbolism.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp
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The site of the temple later became the third holiest place in the Islamic faith.
Mount Moriah is where the Prophet Mohammed dreamed he ascended to
heaven by climbing a ladder of light that rose up from a sacred stone that
had been part of Solomon’s Temple. In AD 691, Calif Abdul Malik built the
Mosque of Sakhra (Dome of the Rock) next to the original site of Solomon’s
Temple, just 53 years after the founding of the Islamic religion by Mohammed
Ibn Abdullah. Years later, the Al Aksa Mosque was added opposite and
equally close to the site of Solomon’s Temple.

Identifying the Masonic symbolism
The Apostle Paul said, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” This quote is the basis of the Masonic
symbolism of King Solomon’s Temple.
The temple is a symbol for the individual Mason. It takes many years to build
this place suitable for the spirit of God to inhabit, and it’s constructed with
the hard work of many men. The goal of the builders is perfection of workmanship. When it’s finished, all who come into contact with it admire it. When the
Hebrews lost their spiritual direction, the temple was destroyed, just as men
are destroyed when they lose their spiritual direction. And even when it has
disappeared, the memory of it lives on in the hearts and memories of all who
have seen it, just as the accomplishments of good men live on long after they
have died.

Square and compass
The symbol that has come to represent the fraternity of Freemasons is comprised of two different tools of the building trade: the square and the compass (see Figure 7-2).

Figure 7-2:
The square
and
compass
represent
Freemasonry.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp
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Jacob’s ladder
In the book of Genesis 28, Jacob dreamed that he saw a ladder stretching
from Earth to heaven and angels climbed up and down it. In Masonry, the
ladder is described as having three main rungs, representing faith, hope, and
charity (there’s that number three again). Other rungs include temperance,
fortitude, prudence, and justice. Taken together, they are the guiding virtues
of Freemasonry.

Anchor and ark
In the lectures of Masonry, the anchor and the ark are combined as symbols of
a well-spent life. The anchor is a symbol of hope, first appearing in the Christian
catacombs, and alluding to St. Paul’s message in Hebrews 6:19, describing
hope as an “anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast.” The ark (like Noah’s
boat) is an emblem of faith that will “waft us over the sea of troubles.”

Sun, eye, Moon, and stars
These images are combined to describe God, whom the Sun, the Moon, and
the stars obey. God can see the innermost recesses of the heart, which in
some Masonic drawings is shown beneath the eye, star, and letter G — all
symbols of God. The Sun and Moon are also to remind the officers of the
lodge to govern the lodge with regularity.

Lamb and lambskin apron
The symbol of the white leather apron (see Figure 7-3) is the universal badge of
a Freemason. Aprons, girdles, or sashes have appeared throughout history as
symbols of honor or piety or achievement. They appear in ancient Egyptian
images and were symbols of priesthood in India, Persia, and many other cultures.

Figure 7-3:
The lambskin apron
is the
universal
badge of a
Freemason.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp
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Plumb
The plumb (see Figure 7-4 and the right pillar in Figure 7-1) is a device with
a string and a weight at the bottom (called a plumb bob) to help a workman
determine if a vertical wall or surface is level. Speculative Masons make use
of the plumb to remind them to behave in an upright manner in their duty to
God and their dealings with their fellow man. The plumb line always points
to both the center of the Earth and to the heavens. It is a symbol of justice,
rectitude, uprightness, equity, and truth, and in many ways it’s similar to the
scales of justice, because it must be kept in balance. In the lodge, the plumb
is the officer’s badge of the Junior Warden.

Figure 7-4:
The plumb is
a reminder
to Masons
to behave in
an upright
manner.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Level
The level (see Figure 7-5 and the right pillar in 7-1) is a building tool similar to
the plumb, used to measure the level of horizontal surfaces. Its symbolism to
the speculative Freemason is that of equality. It teaches that all Masons meet
on the same level, regardless of their social or economic status in the outside
world. Additionally, it reminds Masons that they’re all living their lives on the
level of time, traveling “to that undiscovered country” from which none of us
will ever return. The level is also the officer’s badge of the Senior Warden.
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Figure 7-5:
The level
represents
equality.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Letter G
The letter G (see Figure 7-6) appears within most North American depictions
of the square and compass. It is also prominently displayed in lodges of
English-speaking countries, usually over the Worshipful Master’s chair. It has
two meanings.
First, it is the initial of God, or the Grand Architect of the Universe, and it’s an
eternal reminder that Freemasonry represents a brotherhood of man under
the fatherhood of God. God represents the greatest symbol of all. Everything
people can experience, from the universe itself down to the simplest aspects
of their own lives, comes from God.
The letter G is used to avoid any specific, sectarian representation of a deity,
so that all Masons, regardless of their personal religion, may remain reverential to the Grand Architect of the Universe. Men of different faiths have different names and different symbols for God, but within the lodge, the G is used
to unify, not divide, them. A Jew, a Methodist, and a Buddhist may all stand
side by side in a lodge and refer to the Grand Architect of the Universe. In
most lodges, the G is lit up while the lodge is officially open.
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Figure 7-6:
The letter
G stands
for Grand
Architect of
the Universe
and
geometry.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

The letter G also stands for geometry, which is the basis of Freemasonry’s
origins. Through the use of geometry, the earliest Masonic builders could
translate small drawings into massive structures, a truly magical talent at the
time. Geometry can be used to plot the return of the seasons, determine the
orbit of the planets, and otherwise explain and explore the mysteries of the
universe. Uniting the concept of God with geometry is a way of connecting
the spiritual world to the physical world.
In countries where the language does not begin the word God with a G, the AllSeeing Eye is often substituted over the Master’s chair, often within a triangle
or pyramid. Again, it is simply a nonsectarian representation of a deity.
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Tyler’s sword and the
Book of Constitutions
The Book of Constitutions is the code of Masonic laws that govern the operation of lodges. The Tyler’s sword across it is a caution to protect the institution of Freemasonry by guarding against unworthy thoughts, deeds, and
words that may bring the fraternity into bad repute.

Trowel
Another tool of the operative Masons, the trowel (see Figure 7-7) is an instrument that is used to spread cement or mortar. That cement makes individual
bricks or stones stick together, and when it hardens, those individual stones
are interconnected to make a strong, united wall or building. In speculative Freemasonry, the trowel is representative of spreading the “cement” of
brotherly love and affection to unite the individual members of a lodge into
one unified group of brethren. When joined together by the ceremonies and
practices of Masonry, the individuals will work together to help each other
and society as a whole.

Figure 7-7:
The trowel
is a symbol of the
uniting of
members
into a group
of brethren.

Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Handshake
A symbol of two hands shaking is representative of the grip or token of a
Freemason, the way members may recognize each other in silence. Masons
really do have a secret handshake to recognize one another silently.
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Rough and perfect (or smooth) ashlars
The two brick-shaped stones on either side of the middle candle are ashlars. A
rough ashlar is a rough, squared stone from the quarry that has been shaped
but has not yet been made perfectly smooth. A perfect (or smooth) ashlar is
the completed piece of workmanship, made smooth for the use in a building
by a craftsman.
The rough ashlar represents man in his rough, rude, and imperfect state.
Masons are taught that by education, culture, discipline, and faith, they can
become a more perfect person, like the perfect ashlar, thereby fitting themselves “as living stones for that spiritual house, not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens.”

Pillars
Pillars are one of the most distinctive symbols found in Masonic artwork (see
Figure 7-8). Every lodge has some kind of representation of these two pillars,
and they’re an important part of the Fellow Craft degree ceremony.

Figure 7-8:
The Pillars
of the
Porch, Boaz
and Jachin.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp
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Figure 8-1:
The Great
Seal of
the United
States.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Well, not really. The eye and the pyramid are actually part of the Great Seal
of the United States, which was put on the back of the $1 bill in 1935. There is
indeed an all-seeing eye floating over an unfinished pyramid, with the words
Annuit Coeptis (Latin for “He [God] has favored our undertakings”).
Beneath it are the words Novus Ordo Seclorum, which translate as “A new
order of the ages.” It does not mean “a new world order,” as has been alleged,
which is just one more reason to lament that high schools don’t teach Latin
classes anymore. (“New world order” would be written as Novus Ordo Mundi.
So there. Now go conjugate ten irregular verbs.)
A committee of four men, including Benjamin Franklin (the only Freemason
in the bunch), designed the Great Seal of the United States in 1776. The
only artist among them, Pierre du Simitiere — who was not a Freemason,
suggested the image of the eye within a triangle to represent God. And two
other committees tinkered with the design before it was approved. Francis
Hopkinson (another non-Mason) suggested the unfinished pyramid, and none
of the final designers was a Mason.
The eye within a triangle to represent God appears throughout the Renaissance,
long before speculative Freemasonry arrived on the scene. The three-sided triangle represents the Christian belief in the Trinity of God — Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. No records associate Freemasonry with the symbol before 1797,
nor is the symbol in any way related to the Bavarian Illuminati (see Chapter 2).
As for the unfinished pyramid, it represents the strong, new nation of the
United States, destined to stand for centuries, just as the famous pyramids
have stood in Egypt. It has 13 rows of stones, representing the 13 original
colonies, with the image of God watching over them.
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Introducing the beast Baphomet
Levi’s 1855 book Dogme et Rituel de la Haute Magie (literally, Dogma and
Ritual of High Magic) discussed the character of Baphomet. Levi’s nowclassic drawing shows a creature with the bearded head and horns of a goat,
female breasts, cloven hooves, wings, and an upright pentagram on his forehead. One feminine hand points up to the sun, and the masculine hand points
down to the darkened moon, an illustration of the Hermetic saying “As above,
so below,” and a symbol of both good and evil. The perky, snake-wrapped
rod rising from his lap is a symbol of eternal life. Baphomet also contains
the ancient alchemical elements of earth (it’s sits on a globe), fire (flames of
intelligence burn on its head), air (it has wings on its back), and water (scales
cover its body).
Figure 8-2 shows Baphomet in all its glory. Take a good look at the image
here — you won’t find it in a Masonic lodge.
The name Baphomet came from the trials of the Knights Templar during the
early 1300s, in which they were accused of worshipping this demonic creature (see Chapter 10 for a history of the Knights Templar). Levi found gargoyles on Templar buildings on which he based his drawing, and he believed
these gargoyles knew mystical secrets of the universe. But Levi didn’t regard
Baphomet as Satan.

Figure 8-2:
Baphomet,
as it
appeared
on the cover
of Eliphas
Levi’s book.
Illustration courtesy of Christopher Hodapp
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the overall organization of the Masonic community, who can join these additional bodies, and why anyone would. Here I also tell you about some of the
groups who aren’t Freemasons, just to help you keep things straight about
who is and who isn’t.
Figure 9-1 is a chart you’ll want to refer back to as you read this chapter; it
outlines the different appendant bodies, along with their symbols, so you can
see how they relate to one another.

Figure 9-1:
The appendant bodies
of Freemasonry.
Illustration by Wiley, Composition Services Graphics
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Templar commanderies also frequently have drill teams — units that
function separately from the degree work of the commandery. They are
the public face of Templary, and they participate in parades and act as
honor and color guards at public Masonic ceremonies.
One very confusing aspect of the higher degree systems is that the rituals
themselves are generally not presented in a proper, logical, chronological
order. Although they build and enlarge on the theme and story of the three
lodge degrees, some York Rite degrees take place before the events in the
earlier ones, and other degrees come after. The degrees are arranged in the
order of importance of the messages they tell, not according to a timeline of
described events. Each degree should be looked at as an individual lesson and
not as part of one long, linear story being told.

Royal Arch Masonry
The four degrees of the Royal Arch are the first steps within the York Rite.
Capstones (or copestones) are the row of stones that are the cap of a wall,
and these degrees, especially the Royal Arch degree, are described as the
capstone of the three degrees conferred in the Masonic lodge. Therefore, in
other parts of the world, these degrees are described as the capitular degrees.
Figure 10-1 shows the symbol of the Royal Arch, composed of a circle, a triangle, and three Greek taus, which signify the “true” name of God.

Figure 10-1:
The symbol
of Royal
Arch
Masonry.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

The Royal Arch has four degrees, and I cover them in the following sections.
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Royal Arch
Depending on the part of the world you’re in, the Royal Arch degree is also
referred to as the Holy Royal Arch degree. It’s an old degree that first appears
in records in York in 1744. It shows up in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1769,
along with the Past Master and Most Excellent Master degrees.
The story of the degree occurs after the destruction of Solomon’s Temple,
beginning with the discovery of a hidden crypt under the ruins and the
secrets found within it. It is the completion of the story started in the first
three lodge degrees about the search for secrets that were once lost.

The Cryptic Rite
In the United States, the Council of Royal and Select Masters, or Cryptic
Council, usually confers three degrees. Figure 10-2 shows the symbol of the
Cryptic Rite, which includes a broken triangle, a trowel, and a sword.

Figure 10-2:
The symbol
of Cryptic
Masonry.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

The term cryptic in Freemasonry doesn’t mean creepy, occult, or obscure. It
simply refers to the crypt at the bottom of the ninth vault that contained the
ineffable name of God.
The Royal Master and Select Master degrees of this rite are based on the
legend of Enoch the Patriarch, the great-grandfather of Noah. Enoch excavated nine underground vaults, one below the other, beneath Mount Moriah
in Jerusalem where Solomon’s Temple was eventually constructed. Each
vault contained secrets, and at the bottom of the ninth vault was the greatest secret of all: the ineffable, unspeakable name of God, represented by the
Tetragrammaton (see Figure 10-3). The Tetragrammaton is made up of the
Hebrew letters (from left to right) Yod, He, Waw, and He.
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Figure 10-3:
The Tetragrammaton,
representing
the unspeakable or true
name of God.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

The four Hebrew letters of the Tetragrammaton correspond to the letters
YHWH, or IHWH, and are pronounced as either Yahweh or Jehovah. It comes
from the Hebrew meaning “I am.” Jewish law and tradition held that saying
the true name of God was blasphemous, and when the name of God appeared
in the scripture, it was usually translated into the substitute words Adonoi or
Lord. Neither Biblical Hebrew nor Arabic has vowel sounds and, in fact, vowel
marks were added to Hebrew biblical texts in the Middle Ages to assist in pronunciation. The truth is that no one really knows precisely how to pronounce
the Tetragrammaton. Today, some rabbis say that the commandment given to
Moses is explicit — “You shall not take the name of YHVH your God in vain” —
and that any pronunciation of the Tetragrammaton is blasphemous. When it
appears in scripture or prayer, they substitute Adonoi or Ha Shem, meaning
simply “the Name.” The Tetragrammaton plays a central role in the study of
Kabbalah.
The Cryptic Rite presents three degrees, and some U.S. jurisdictions present
one additional degree, for a total of four:
✓ Royal Master: The Royal Master degree returns to the days before
Solomon’s Temple was completed, and it gives more information about
Hiram Abiff, Grand Architect of the Temple, and his successor, Adoniram.
✓ Select Master: The Select Master degree partially concerns the deposit
of the secrets of the Temple into their hidden location in the crypt and
describes the period of time between the first and second half of the
Royal Master degree.
✓ Super-Excellent Master: The Super-Excellent Master degree concerns
the period long after the destruction of Solomon’s Temple and the
exodus of the Hebrews.
✓ Thrice Illustrious Master: When the primary officer of a Cryptic Council
is installed in his elected position, some U.S. jurisdictions confer upon
him the degree of Thrice Illustrious Master, sometimes referred to as the
Order of the Silver Trowel. This practice isn’t universal.
The Cryptic Rite degrees seem to have appeared between 1760 and the 1780s
and are among the most instructive and well written in Freemasonry.
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Chivalric Masonry and
the Knights Templar
The three Christian chivalric degrees (or orders, as they’re more properly
called) are conferred in the United States by a Knights Templar commandery.
The three orders are the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross, the Order of
Malta, and the Order of the Temple. The last two in particular are based on
the traditions of chivalric orders of knighthood in the Middle Ages.
The chivalric orders are also expressly Christian in nature. This doesn’t mean
that non-Christians can’t take them; it simply means that, unlike most of the
other degrees of Freemasonry, they aren’t nondenominational. A candidate for
the Masonic Order of Knights Templar is asked if he will be willing to defend
the Christian faith; many non-Christians have no problem answering yes.
You can see one of the symbols of the Knights Templar in Figure 10-4. Most
of the symbols contain a red cross and crown. The Latin motto In Hoc Signo
Vinces means “By this sign thou shalt conquer.”

Figure 10-4:
A symbol of
the Knights
Templar.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Freemasonry contained absolutely no reference to knights of any kind until
the Scotsman Chevalier Andrew Ramsay’s highly creative — and completely
incorrect — assertion in the 1730s that Masonry had spread to Europe from
the Middle East by way of returning crusading knights during the Middle Ages
(see Chapter 2). This story was exciting and thrilling and romantic — as well
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Skull and crossbones!
The skull and crossed bones were adopted as
an emblem of the Knights Templar between
the third and fourth Crusade. According to a
strange legend, a wicked Templar and Lord
of Sidon broke his vows and fell in love with
a beautiful Armenian noblewoman who died
very young. The knight couldn’t endure to be
separated from her, so he exhumed her body
and had intercourse with the corpse. He reburied her body and returned home, but a voice
came to him in a dream and told him to come
back in nine months, and he would find a son.
When he returned, he found only a skull and
two crossed leg bones in the grave. The voice
spoke to him again and told him to guard and
keep them always, and he would be successful in all his undertakings. The knight prospered
and defeated all his enemies, often by simply
showing them the magical head.
Okay, so it’s a grisly little legend. How sweet
can a story about skulls, bones, and necrophilia
really get?
The skull and bones were supposedly passed
on to the Templars when the wicked Templar
died, and the remains were credited with their
rise to affluence and power. The legend was
actually created in the 1100s and was not at first
even connected to the Templars. But if you’re a
group of warrior monks trying to keep your infidel enemies afraid of you, you’ll claim anything
that works to your advantage.
Unfortunately, when the Templars were
arrested and charged with heresy, legends of
sleeping with dead women and using magical
heads from unholy unions worked to their disadvantage. The tale of the Skull of Sidon was
not only believed by the Church Inquisitors, it
was also used to link the Templars to a sect
of Gnostics known as the Cathars, who were
branded as heretics by the Church.
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The battle flag of the Templars, called the
beauseant, was black and white, signifying
favor to the friends and followers of Christ and
death to His enemies. Many people believe that
the Templars used the white skull and crossbones on a black field as the flag for their navy.
It was later used, as anyone who has ever been
to Disneyland knows, as the flag of pirates. (The
term Jolly Roger, in case you were wondering,
actually comes from a term used for a French
naval flag, known as the drapeau jolie rouge,
meaning “pretty red flag.”)
When the Masonic Knights Templar were
formed, their early aprons contained the skull
and crossbones symbolism (see the figure), as
does their ritual. It’s used as it is in the Master
Mason degree symbolism simply as a reminder
of mortality. The apron was shaped like a black
velvet triangle. A smaller top triangular flap was
perforated with 12 holes. In the center of the
flap were two crossed swords while the center
of the apron contained a skull and crossbones.
This design is obsolete today.

Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp
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and the Knights Hospitaller and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre had been
jointly granted the lands of the kingdom of Aragon in Spain to defend, with its
wealth in return.
As their holdings in Europe grew, the Templars constructed fortified outposts called commanderies or preceptories. These often included churches
built in an unusual and very distinctive round shape (see Figure 10-5). With
increasing numbers of pilgrims headed for the Holy Land, the Templars
started the first system of international banking. A traveler could deposit
money into the Temple in London, Paris, or Rome, or a local preceptory, and
was given what amounted to letters of credit that he could cash when he got
to Jerusalem.

Figure 10-5:
The Templar
Church in
London,
built in the
distinctive
circular
shape.
Photograph courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

If you couldn’t afford that trip to Palestine, relax. Your friendly Templar preceptory would be glad to take land or possessions in trade for some of its
ready cash. The Templars were a great public-image campaign for the Church
and the Crusades. They were warriors, travel agents, translators, bankers,
and E-Z credit counselors. Becoming a Templar was a very cool thing for
a nobleman. Templars were instrumental in opening the road to trade and
commerce with the Middle East.
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Wings down? Wings up?
If you trawl around the Internet looking at
Scottish Rite websites, you’ll come across its
primary symbol: the double-headed eagle.
You’re also likely to find it portrayed sometimes
with the wings down (see the figure) and sometimes with the wings up. This is one of those
gripping dilemmas that has plagued Scottish
Rite Masons since their first trip to the jewelry
shop to buy a Scottish Rite ring. So what’s the
difference between double eagles with wings
up and double eagles with wings down?
The official adopted logo of the Southern
Jurisdiction (SJ) is wings down. As far as the SJ
Supreme Council is concerned, anything that is
“wings up” is purely an artistic license and has
no official symbolism.

In the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction (NMJ),
wings down is also the Supreme Council’s
official logo. However, the wings-up version
is used in the NMJ to distinguish its 50 or so
active 33rd-degree members (the equivalent of
board members), and no one else.
Other Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite (AASR)
jurisdictions use wings up as their official logo,
including some Prince Hall AASRs as well as
more than a few unrecognized, clandestine
ones. Some non-U.S. jurisdictions, including
Canada, use the wings-up version as well. But
in the United States, the symbol is primarily
wings down.

Illustration courtesy of Christopher Hodapp
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The Southern Jurisdiction degrees
The SJ of the Scottish Rite essentially uses the same rituals that were written by Albert Pike in the 1860s, with some slight updating of dated vocabulary and the removal of long and elaborate staging directions. Pike wrote in
Victorian times and liberally included Hebrew, Greek, and Roman mythology
as well as Greek and Latin phrases and biblical references that were readily
understood in those days. Victorian-era schools concentrated heavily on
those subjects, but any modern high-school student today would be as
unable to pass an 1870s graduation exam (just as an 1870s student would be
unable to score well on the SAT). It was a different time, and the common
knowledge of that era isn’t as common today. As a result, Pike’s work has left
many modern Scottish Rite Masons baffled.
The SJ rituals went through a revision starting in 1995 and finishing in 2000,
but it was mostly done to eliminate repetition of lines, needlessly obscure
references, and unnecessarily drawn-out ceremonies. A few were also rearranged to put them in proper chronological order. Each degree can now
be presented in about an hour, and the degrees were standardized so all
Scottish Rite valleys can use the same presentation materials. They retain the
language and settings of Pike’s originals and are referred to as the Revised
Standard Pike Ritual.
I list the degrees of the SJ in Table 11-1.

Table 11-1
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The Southern Jurisdiction Degrees

Division

Degree
Number

Degree Title

Lodge of Perfection

4

Secret Master

5

Perfect Master

6

Intimate Secretary

7

Provost and Judge

8

Intendant of the Building

9

Elu of the Nine

10

Elu of the Fifteen

11

Elu of the Twelve

12

Grand Master Architect

13

Royal Arch of Solomon (Knight of the
Ninth Arch)
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Division

Rose Croix

Council of Kadosh

Consistory
Supreme Council

Degree
Number

Degree Title

14

Perfect Elu (Grand Elect, Perfect and
Sublime Mason)

15

Knight of the East, of the Sword, or the Eagle

16

Prince of Jerusalem

17

Knight of the East and West

18

Knight of the Rose Croix

19

Grand Pontiff

20

Master of the Symbolic Lodge

21

Noachite, or Prussian Knight

22

Knight of the Royal Axe (Prince of Libanus)

23

Chief of the Tabernacle

24

Prince of the Tabernacle

25

Knight of the Brazen Serpent

26

Prince of Mercy

27

Knight of the Sun (formerly the 28th degree)

28

Knight Commander of the Temple (formerly
the 27th degree)

29

Scottish Knight of St. Andrew

30

Knight Kadosh

31

Inspector Inquisitor

32

Master of the Royal Secret

33

Inspector General
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The Northern Masonic Jurisdiction degrees
Albert Pike’s rituals were never adopted by the NMJ. Although the SJ has
stayed pretty much with Pike’s original structure and wording, the NMJ has felt
freer to tinker with and update the degrees. As a result, the 20th degree, Master
Ad Vitam, tells a story about George Washington, and the 25th degree, Master
of Achievement, is about Benjamin Franklin. The NMJ believes that the degrees
make a bigger impact if some of them tell age-old morals and truths, using references more familiar to modern Freemasons. The SJ tends to sniff with a little
derision that it has the more “authentic” rituals, as if they were passed from
God’s lips directly to Albert Pike’s pen. They’re older, perhaps, but truth is
where you find it. Both systems teach similar lessons, and both have merit.
In 2004, the NMJ rewrote and reorganized its degrees, and it continues to
revise them. Table 11-2 lists the latest lineup.
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Table 11-2
Division

Degree
Number

Degree Title

Lodge of
Perfection

4

Master Traveler

5

Perfect Master (formerly part of the 23rd degree)

6

Master of the Brazen Serpent

7

Provost and Judge

8

Intendant of the Building

9

Master of the Temple (formerly part of the 23rd
degree)

10

Master Elect

11

Sublime Master Elected

12

Grand Master Architect (formerly the 26th
degree)

13

Master of the Ninth Arch

14

Grand Elect Mason

15

Knight of the East or Sword

16

Prince of Jerusalem

17

Knight of the East and West

18

Knight of the Rose Croix de Heredon Council of
Kadosh

19

Grand Pontiff

20

Master Ad Vitam (George Washington)

21

Patriarch Noachite

Council Princes
of Jerusalem
Chapter Rose
Croix

Consistory
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22

Prince of Libanus

23

Chief of the Tabernacle

24

Brother of the Forest

25

Master of Achievement (Benjamin Franklin)

26

Friend and Brother Eternal (formerly Prince of
Mercy)

27

Knight of Jerusalem

28

Knight of the Sun or Prince Adept

29

Knight of St. Andrew
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Division

Supreme
Council

Degree
Number

Degree Title

30

Grand Inspector (formerly the 31st degree)

31

Knight Aspirant (formerly Part 1 of the 32nd
degree)

32

Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret

33

Inspector General
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Serving Communities through
Charitable Work
The Scottish Rite bodies sponsor a variety of charities. The NMJ sponsors
learning centers for dyslexic children and funds research into the treatment
of schizophrenia. It also operates the National Heritage Museum in Lexington,
Massachusetts (www.monh.org).
The SJ operates 165 RiteCare clinics and programs for children with learning
disabilities and language disorders. In Dallas, it operates the Texas Scottish
Rite Hospital for Children (www.tsrhc.org). In addition, the House of the
Temple, its Washington, D.C., headquarters, is a magnificent landmark containing the massive personal library of Albert Pike, a museum, and one of the
world’s largest collections of books and periodicals about U.S. and international Freemasonry.

Knights of St. Andrew
One of the newest Masonic groups to be
created is the Knights of St. Andrew, a service organization developed for 32nd-degree
Scottish Rite Masons. The individual chapters
are under the immediate supervision of their
Scottish Rite Consistory, and they essentially
provide services wherever they’re needed.
Members act as greeters, escort dignitaries
at special events, serve as guides, assist in
Scottish Rite degree work, and much more.

to it. Some chapters wear kilts, sporrans
(pouches), and other Scottish accessories to
complement the formal attire.
Every chapter has its own charter, bylaws, initiation, and opening and closing rituals. Weldon
J. Good founded the first Chapter of the Knights
in 1993 in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Since then, it has
spread across both the Northern and Southern
AASR jurisdictions with great enthusiasm.

Each member of the Knights of St. Andrew
wears a tartan badge with an emblem attached
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Part III: When One Lodge Isn’t Enough: The Appendant Bodies

Figure 12-1:
A typical
Shriner’s
fez.
Photograph courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

The first growth of the Shrine
At first, the Shrine remained a mostly New York City group. Another temple
was chartered in Rochester, New York, but after four years, it had just 43
nobles (the Shrine’s term for members). In 1876, the group made changes,
enlarged the initiation ceremony, and invented an elaborate “history.” They
established an Imperial Grand Council and started on a nationwide public
relations push to grow the new group. It caught on, and by 1890, there
were 50 Shrine temples in the United States and Canada, with almost 7,500
members. By 1900, the membership swelled to 50,000 in 79 Shrine temples.
America was apparently full of thirsty Masons.

Polio and the first Shrine hospital
An outbreak of polio struck the United States in 1919. We don’t think of polio
much today, because the last three generations of Americans have been
vaccinated against the virus. But in 1919, it killed 6,000 people in the United
States and left 27,000 paralyzed. In its aftermath, a huge part of the population, many of them children, needed orthopedic care. In 1920, the Shrine’s
Imperial Session voted to assess members $2 a year to build the first Shriners
Hospital for Crippled Children in Shreveport, Louisiana.
The rules were simple. Care was provided at no cost for any child under 14
(and later, 18) whose family was unable to pay. It had no restriction based on
race, religion, color, or national origin — the only requirement was that there
had to be a chance of being able to improve the child’s condition.
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The Shrine built its own dedicated buildings during prosperous times, and
they were generally designed with Middle Eastern architectural details (see
Figure 12-2). Shrine buildings look strangely incongruous plopped down in
the middle of American cities, with their tall minarets and domed roofs. In
keeping with the functions of the Shrine, they often have large auditoriums,
plus social rooms, dance halls, restaurants, and bars. With 6,300 seats, the Al
Malaikah Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles is the largest theater in the world.
It has been the home of the Academy Awards, the Grammy Awards, and the
American Music Awards.

Forming units to suit every Shriner
Most Shrine Temples are divided up into clubs or units. Clowns, motorcycle
groups, horse patrols, marching bands, railroad clubs, bagpipers, classic-car
owners — the variety is endless. Because the Shrine is intended to be more
socially involving, members are encouraged to find a unit that appeals to
their interests or hobbies.

Figure 12-2:
The Al
Malaikah
Shrine
Auditorium
in Los
Angeles
was built in
1926.
Photograph courtesy of Christopher Hodapp
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Part III: When One Lodge Isn’t Enough: The Appendant Bodies

Figure 13-1:
The fivepointed
Eastern
Star.
Image courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Each star point represents a different heroine of the Bible and part of the
degree of the Order, which each represent a different virtue. I outline them in
the following sections.

Adah
Adah, daughter of Jephthah, is the first point; its color is blue, and its symbols are the sword and veil. (It points toward 1 o’clock.)
Jephthah, a judge of Israel, vowed to God that if he achieved victory over the
Ammonites, he would be willing to sacrifice the first member of his household to greet him on his return. His daughter greeted him, and Adah willingly
accepted her fate. Though she has no name in the Book of Judges other than
the daughter of Jephthah, she is known as Adah from long Masonic tradition.
She represents obedience and self-sacrifice.

Ruth
Ruth is the second point (moving clockwise); its color is yellow, and its
symbol is a sheaf of wheat.
Ruth was the daughter-in-law of Naomi. Naomi and her family were Jews who
had fled ancient Judah because of famine, finding a home in Moab (presentday Jordan). Both of Naomi’s sons wed Moabite women. When Naomi was
widowed and her sons were killed, she instructed her daughters-in-law to
stay behind in their homeland, when she returned to Judah. But Ruth, though
not a Jew, vowed to stay by her side, as outlined in one of the Bible’s loveliest passages: “Whither thou goest, I will go; and whither thou lodgest, I will
lodge; thy people shall be my people, and thy God, my God.” Together the
two women survived hunger and hardship, and Ruth eventually married
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Part IV: Freemasonry Today and Tomorrow

To Be One, Ask One
With a few exceptions, the Masons aren’t going to ask you to join. One of
the oldest tenets of the fraternity is that a man must ask “of his own free will
and accord.” His Masonic friends aren’t supposed to pressure him, and he’s
supposed to knock on the door of the lodge because he has a good opinion
of the fraternity, not out of simple curiosity or a desire for social or financial
advancement.
Some exceptions to the “don’t ask” rule do exist. Many Grand Lodges have
altered their rules to allow gentle suggestions these days, to avoid that problem of why Dad never asked his son to join.

Finding a Freemason
The days are long past when everyone knew who and what the Freemasons
were. You may not know any Freemasons. But then again, you may very well
know a Freemason without realizing it. If your dad or uncles aren’t Masons,
try your grandfather. Ask around your workplace, too.
Spotting Masons is pretty easy these days. They wear Masonic rings (like
the one shown in Figure 16-1), hats, belt buckles, lapel pins, ties, and jackets.
Their cars have small, round medallions on the bumper displaying symbols
of the lodge or some of the appendant bodies. More than 30 states even issue
special license plates for Masons.

Figure 16-1:
Lots of men
first notice
Freemasons
because
of their
Masonic
rings.
Photograph courtesy of Christopher Hodapp
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The Masonic ballot
To vote in ancient Greece, a little clay ball
was given to each voter, and the voter would
drop the ball into one of several pots to elect
his favorite candidate. The word ballot actually
comes from the Italian word for a little ball —
ballota.
In a Masonic lodge, there’s no tampering at the
polls. The vote in a lodge is taken with a very
old, traditional system. The Senior Deacon carries a box around the room and stops at every
member. In the box are white and black balls the
size of marbles (see the figure). The white ball
denotes a yes vote, and the black ball is a no
vote. The member reaches into a large opening

in one end of the box, so his hand is hidden from
view from other members. Inside, at the other
end of the box, is a smaller hole. He chooses the
color ball he wants and drops it into the small
hole, where it falls into a drawer in the bottom
of the box, recording the vote. When everyone
has voted, the drawer is opened, the balls can
be seen, and the vote is counted.
This voting system is where the term blackballing (meaning to be excluded from a group)
originated. In some lodges, the black balls have
been replaced with cubes to avoid confusion
while groping around in the dark ballot box.

Photograph courtesy of Christopher Hodapp

Masonic proficiency is different from one Grand Lodge to another and even
between lodges in the same jurisdiction. Rules govern some of the requirements, while local customs prevail on others. Some jurisdictions require you
to commit a series of questions and answers to memory. Others require a
research paper on a Masonic topic, read by you in open lodge. Still others may
have a study program to teach you about the history and customs of the fraternity. Each jurisdiction has its own differences.
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