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the Mediterranean from France to North Africa; in stages from Madrid 
to Moscow; and across the United States in stages. Floatplanes and flying 
boats were in widespread use. Aeroplanes were being built and tested for 
flights across the North Atlantic. In Russia Igor Sikorski had successfully 
flown the Grand, a four-engined aeroplane, and then a bigger four-engined 
type, the Ilya Mouromets. On July 30, 1914, the Norwegian pilot Tryggve 
Gran (who had been to Antarctica with the Scott South Pole expedition of 
1910–12) had flown his Bleriot XI-2 aeroplane from Cruden Bay, Scotland 
to Jæren, near Stavanger, in Southern Norway in 4 hrs. 10 min.

During his preparations for his expedition to the Polar Sea he decided 
that he would learn to fly, and purchased an aeroplane to take with him. 
He recognised that contemporary aeroplanes were not capable of long 
flights in the Arctic. He intended to carry a machine on board the Fram, 
replace its wheels with skis, and use it for short flights from the ship. 

Farman aeroplanes saw 
widespread use and were 
in service in Norway from 
1912 to the late 1920s. 
This drawing of a Farman 
MF7 “Longhorn” was 
published in Flight on 
July 6, 1912. Amundsen 
learned to fly, and took 
his test for an aviator’s 
certificate, in this type of 
aeroplane. He bought a 
Farman and intended to 
take it on his North Pole 
expedition. World War 
I broke out in 1914 and 
caused the cancellation of 
the expedition. Amundsen 
donated the aeroplane 
to the Norwegian 
government for use by the 
armed forces.
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Map of the attempt to fly from Svalbard to the North Pole and return. On the outward 
flight both Dorniers drifted well to the west of track due to an easterly wind and problems 
obtaining a position line with sextants that could not measure a precise angle between sun 
and horizon in hazy conditions. On the return the Dornier N25 drifted to the east of track 
but made a landfall on the northern coast of North East Land in the Svalbard archipelago.
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part of the flight. Norge carried all the charts that they had been able to 
locate, and the one for this part of the flight was not detailed or particularly 
accurate on the positions and heights of the mountains of northwestern 
Alaska. Poor visibility over the sea was not a great problem, but flying 
closely over land, they could encounter high ground unexpectedly if their 

Chart of Norge’s flight from Svalbard to Alaska by way of the North Pole May 11–14, 1926. 
The flight took 70 hrs. 40 min., and was the first undisputed journey to the North Pole and 
the first journey across the Polar Ocean by any means. The dotted line is the 1925 flight in 
the Dornier Wal flying boats N24 and N25 towards the Pole on May 21–22, 1925 and the 
return of N25 on June 15–16, 1926.
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a waterproof fuselage, the underside of which was shaped to lift the aircraft 
slightly out of the water as it gathered speed, so that water drag was reduced 
and it could accelerate to take-off speed. It had floats under the tips of each 
bottom wing to prevent it capsizing sideways when stationary. Experience 
had shown that these tip floats were vulnerable if the sea was rough. Flying 
boats had been lost when a tip float was holed or ripped away, and the flying 
boat, hull still intact, had capsized. They were also vulnerable on landing if 
it was on ice or snow. The Dornier system of sponsons built into the lower 
part of the fuselage amidships had proven to be less vulnerable on water 
and on ice or snow. Not only had Amundsen’s Wal N25 survived its weeks 
on the ice, other Wals were building up a reputation for surviving days of 
drifting on rough seas.

They flew to Tromsø and prepared for the next leg which was from there, 
northwest, over the Barents Sea, past Bear Island, and on to Kings Bay in 

On June 18, 1928, at about 16:00, the Latham 47.02 flying boat with Amundsen, 
Dietrichsen, Guilbaud, De Cuverville, Brazy and Valette aboard, took off from Tromsø. 
It climbed out along the fjord leading to the Barents Sea. It made its departure from the 
seaward end of the fjord.
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The Latham 47.02 flew non-stop from Caudebec-en-Caux to Bergen in 13 hrs. Amundsen 
and Dietrichsen joined it at Bergen on June 17, and flew to Tromsø. At 16.00 on June 18, 
1928, the Latham took off from Tromsø. It was sighted by a fishermen heading towards 
Kings Bay on Svalbard. Signals with the Latham were received until about 19.00. It failed 
to arrive, and the six passengers and crew were not seen again.




