satan’s storm

Salem and Salem Village in 1692. Drawing by the author.

next morning for questioning. The tavern was in the heart of Salem Village,
a minute’s walk from the parsonage and meetinghouse.10
The next morning so many people tried to crowd into Ingersoll’s for the
hearings that the proceedings had to be moved down the street to the much
larger meetinghouse. All four afflicted girls were there to face their tormentors; the accused were questioned one at a time, starting with Sarah Good.
Hathorne led the interrogations, more like a modern-day police detective
grilling a subject for a confession than an impartial judge. From the nature
of the unrelenting questions he asked, it is clear that he believed witchcraft
was at work and that the three women were responsible: “What evil spirit
have you familiarity with? Have you made no contact with the devil? Why
do you hurt these children?” Good’s denials were to no avail. When the four
girls confirmed their identification of Sarah as their tormentor, she denied
the charge, at which point the girls became “all dreadfully tortured and tormented for a short space of time.” They claimed Good’s spirit lunged out of
her body at them. More denials from Sarah led to more cries and painful
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Coastal New England from Boston to Pemaquid in the seventeenth
century. Drawing by the author.

drawing battle lines in salem village

Map of Salem in the early 1640s. Drawing by the author.

Salem Village from the 1630s through the 1650s was similar to settlements elsewhere in the region. As the growing population needed new land,
people gradually began to move away from the initial coastal townships,
into the interior. Settlers received grants of land in the area first known as
Salem Farms (and later known as Salem Village), and moved into other
parts of Salem’s expansive hinterlands. Like most of the founding towns of
Massachusetts Bay, Salem covered a huge geographic area. The initial town
boundaries include not only what is now the City of Salem but also all or
parts of present-day Peabody, Danvers, Marblehead, Middleton, Beverly,
Manchester, Wenham, Topsfield, and Swampscott.4
The original settlement took root on the harbor front at Salem Neck,
bounded by the North and South Rivers. This area soon grew to be the waterfront sometimes known as Salem Town. The Neck tended to be settled by
families that had migrated from East Anglia. Settlement on the Neck and
adjacent acreage reflected English medieval traditions of small, nuclear villages in which people lived in close proximity to each other and the church
and practiced open-field farming. In such a community everyone lived on
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drawing battle lines in salem village

Plan of the Salem Village parsonage in 1692. This conjectural reconstruction
of the first floor (and the cellar underneath it) is based the documentary record as well
as the 1970 excavation of the site. Drawing by the author.45

Englanders, who spent long hours outside, tending to their livestock, crops,
and other chores.46
While New England Puritans worked hard and lived in a hierarchical
and patriarchal society, they are often wrongly stereotyped as dull, prudish
people who work dark clothes and constantly frowned. The Puritans had
a rich, vibrant culture. They believed in sober mirth—they had fun and
enjoyed a good joke. They drank in moderation and partook of companionable meals at the tavern. They enjoyed fine possessions. Puritan furniture
was often painted in gaudy colors, or richly carved out of woods of differing
hues. Fancy chair seats were embroidered in “turkey work,” resembling the
bright and ornate Turkish carpets that graced some homes. Puritans dressed
to their station. The wealthy often wore brightly colored clothes decorated
with fancy lace and with gold and silver buttons. Only those of more modest
wealth and status who tried to dress like their betters found themselves before the court for violating the sumptuary laws.47
Most fancily dressed people in Salem Village would have been members
of the Putnam and Porter families, the elite of the community, who were
also the leaders of the growing factional conflict within it. John Putnam
Sr. and John Porter Sr. were early and successful settlers of Salem Farms.
Respected members of the Salem Town church, both men would serve as
selectmen and hold other local offices. By John Putnam’s death in 1662
he had amassed eight hundred acres of land in the western part of Salem
Village to pass on to his sons. John Porter Sr. was the largest property owner
in Salem and one of the wealthiest men in the region. When Porter died in
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the afflicted

Map of Salem Village with original covenant signers. Drawing by the author.

Furthermore, it is clear from different colors of ink used within an individual
deposition that they were written down on two or three separate occasions.
Apparently they were mostly recorded when deposing the witness, though
details were added when preparing to use them before the grand jury or in
a trial. Putnam’s depositions had a very high success rate in getting grand
juries to return indictments against the accused. Given the bewitchment of
Putnam’s family, the formulaic nature of his depositions, and the additions
to them, one cannot help but wonder if he embellished the documents to
strengthen cases. At the very least, one can say that Putnam was far from
a disinterested and objective party and that he and his family played a significant role in shaping the course of the trials. Given the prominence of
Putnam, his family, and other church leaders from the western part of the
village, the proceedings must have seemed to observers of the day to have at
least some geographical as well as factional flavor to them.62
There were many reasons for Thomas Putnam Jr.’s family to suffer from
witchcraft in 1692. As the oldest son of Thomas Putnam Sr., the wealthiest
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Family connections between the judges of the Court of Oyer and Terminer. Judges are in bold.

a storm of witchcraft

The world of the judges. Drawing by the author.

They must have felt they had a great deal to prove—to God, to their fellow
Puritans, and even to themselves, for in one way or another many of these
members of the second generation had turned their back on the colony and
its mission. A majority of them had attended Harvard, but none now served
as ministers. When the Bay Colony had faced its deepest crisis over the loss
of the charter, Stoughton, Gedney, Winthrop, and Hathorne had accepted
appointments under the Dominion of New England. Indeed, Stoughton
had been a member of the panel that had dealt so harshly with the Essex
County tax revolt, in which civic leaders had objected to Governor Andros
taking away their rights as Englishmen. All the judges held high political
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there had been some Native unrest in the area, it was still relatively safe
compared with settlements such as Haverhill or York.24
Little is known about the Cloyces’ life at Danforth’s Farm. What is certain
is that they were soon joined by other members of this family, which had
been the hardest hit by the witch trials. For not only had Sarah languished in
prison, but her two sisters, Rebecca Towne Nurse and Mary Towne Esty, had
been executed for witchcraft. Peter’s daughter, Hannah Cloyce, and her husband, Daniel Elliott, moved from Salem Village to Salem End. During the
witch trials, Daniel had testified on behalf of his stepmother-in-law, Sarah
Cloyce, as well as Elizabeth Procter. Two of Sarah’s sons from her first marriage, Benjamin and Caleb Bridges, settled in Salem End as well. Sarah’s
daughter Hannah Bridges moved to Danforth’s Farm with her husband,
Samuel Barton. In 1716 after more than twenty years in Salem End, the
Bartons moved to another frontier community, becoming original proprietors of nearby Oxford. A little more than a century later, their great-great

Map of New England, showing the Salem diaspora. Drawing by the author.
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