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FOOTPRINTS

The earliest clear evidence of our kind’s upright stance was found in the
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CHAPTER 2

TOOLS

Two million years before the present, Australopithecus had given way to
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CHAPTER 3

FIRE

Homo habilis gave way to Homo erectus (HO-mo e-REK-tus), “upright

man,” about one and a half million years ago. He approached modern human
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CHAPTER 4

ISLE

Homo erectus spread out and became acclimated to various regions of the

world. In Africa he evolved into modern mankind between 200,000 and
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CHAPTER 5

ART

Africa has touched or come close to the landmass of Eurasia in three

places: the Strait of Gibraltar south of Spain, the Sinai Peninsula northeast of
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CHAPTER 6

VOYAGE

“With full language came improvements in all the works of modern

mankind. The arts flourished, but it was technology that enabled humans to
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CHAPTER 7

NEANDERTAL

Thirty-five thousand years ago, having advanced through much of the rest
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CHAPTER 8

CAVE

The art of mankind flowered everywhere, but most of it was in perishable

forms that did not survive for us to appreciate. The fancy sewing is gone, and
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CAT

There have been claims that man colonized North and South America as

early as 40,000 years ago. The expanding polar caps of the ice age took up so

170



CHAPTER 10

TOWN

Ten thousand years ago, in the mountains of the region known as the Fertile

Crescent, mankind was beginning to utilize wild grains such as wheat and

barley in a more thorough manner than before. This was not a sudden change;
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CITY

One of the most remarkable early cities we know of was Catal Huyuk, in

Anatolia (modern Turkey), founded about nine thousand years ago. It existed in

226



CHAPTER 12

KINGDOM

The developing cities in the Levant and Anatolia saw their full flowering in

Mesopotamia, beginning about six thousand years ago. Perhaps for the first
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CHAPTER 13

EMPIRE

Shelley’s poem “Ozymandias” describes the way a mighty king of kings

might have been lost to history, and all his works forgotten. Shelley could have
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CHAPTER 14

IRON

Meanwhile the effects of civilization were extending westward across the

Mediterranean Sea. The Greeks traded and colonized widely along the northern
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CHAPTER 15

SILK

In the year A.D. 87 the Roman Empire circled the Mediterranean Sea in the

western side of the Eurasian continent. The Han Empire was of similar size on

the eastern side. Between them wended the Silk Road, an extremely long and
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CHAPTER 16

T’ANG

Perhaps China’s greatest dynasty was the T’ang (Tang), which originated in

A.D. 618. It was founded by Emperor Kao Tsu of the Li family with the capital
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CHAPTER 17

LITHUANIA

In 1207 Genghis Khan (variously spelled; one variant is Jenghiz Qan)

assumed power over the Mongol horde and began the expansion of his steppe

dominion, which was by the end of the century perhaps the largest unified land

empire of mankind’s history. (The later British Empire was scattered around the
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CHAPTER 18

KUBA

The civilizations of the continent of Africa have been generally disparaged

by those who destroyed them in their quest for ivory, minerals and slaves.
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CHAPTER 19

INDIA

The British Empire at its height was the most extensive known to man, in

global terms, embracing territories in Europe, America, Africa, Australia, and

Asia. But its most valuable was India, including what are now Pakistan,
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CHAPTER 20

MALTHUS

Thomas Robert Malthus lived from 1766 to 1834. He was a clergyman and

economist who believed that unchecked human population increases at a

geometric rate, doubling every twenty-five years, while the means of
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