
CHAPTER 1

GRACILE

The Great Rift of East Africa is a fascinating region. It is one terminus of a

system of plate tectonics—that is, drifting continents—that traverses the globe
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CHAPTER 2

GARDEN

Six million years ago Africa was in a relatively cool, dry phase. Lakes dried
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CHAPTER 3

RIFT

Four million years ago the global climate had become warmer and wetter.

The forests of central Africa were expanding again—but so were the lakes. The
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CHAPTER 4

FIRE

By two million years ago, mankind was using stone tools. He had always
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CHAPTER 5

GIANT

About one million years ago, mankind's then-variant Homo erectus, Upright

Man, found an avenue past the barrier of the Sahara Desert and moved into the
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CHAPTER 6

FLOOD

Variation and mutations are constant. Variation within a narrow range is

harmless; it doesn't matter too much whether a person's hair is light brown or
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CHAPTER 7

DREAM

Mankind was physically modern when he emerged from the water to

reconquer the land, but not yet mentally modern. One of the greatest mysteries

199



CHAPTER 8

MUSIC

To recap the complex development of the modern human mind: as

anatomically modern humans spread out from Eden across Africa and leaked

231



CHAPTER 9

HORSE

Start at the Atlantic Ocean. Pass east through the narrow Strait of

Gibraltar to enter the smaller Mediterranean Sea, around which so much of
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CHAPTER 10

SKARA BRAE

A bad storm buried a village in the Orkney Islands north of Scotland about

1500 B.C. Another storm uncovered it more than three thousand years later, in
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CHAPTER 11

PHILISTINE

The second millennium B.C.—that is, roughly 2000-1000 B.C.—was as busy

and violent in the Levant—that is, the east Mediterranean coastline between
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CHAPTER 12

PHOENICIAN

Once the Phoenicians, who were in a sense the seafaring arm of the

Canaanites, got established, they quickly rivaled the Greeks in explorations,

and may have gone considerably farther. They are thought to have

449



CHAPTER 13

YAYOI

At the southern tip of Japan, where it most closely approaches the peninsula

of Korea, on the island of Kyushu, about thirty miles south of the modern city of
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CHAPTER 14

MOSLEM

In the Year of the Elephant, according to tradition, or about A.D. 570, a boy

was born in Mecca, Arabia. Orphaned by age five, Muhammad was raised by
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CHAPTER 15

MYSTERY

When the Spanish Conquistadors came to America they found several

prominent cultures: the Aztec in the north, the Maya in the central, and the Inca

546



CHAPTER 16

MISTAKE

In A.D. 1218 in central Asia, east of the Aral Sea, the region of Transoxania

("land across the Oxus” River, later the Amu Darya River) was the border

611



CHAPTER 17

TERRANOVA

The Basques are one of the very few peoples of Europe to have escaped the

Indo-European linguistic conquest; their language does not relate to the others.

633



CHAPTER 18

TAIPING

The Mongols governed China for most of a century before a rebellion

conquered them. The following Ming dynasty endured almost 300 years before

647



CHAPTER 19

EARTH FIRST!

Wherever mankind went, destruction of the wilderness followed. New

territories flourished, then faded as their natural resources were exhausted. The
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CHAPTER 20

TASMANIA

In the early twenty-first century great mischief came to the peoples of the

world, as the last forests were destroyed, species extinction was wholesale,
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