
I was a twenty-one-year-old College Republicans, activist, who cheered on Pat Buchanan’s 
famous culture-war speech at the 1992 Republican National Convention in Houston, 
Texas. This photo of me with the US Senate candidate who ran in South Dakota that 
year, Charlene Haar, was taken at that convention.

Pictured here (far left) as part of the national staff of Log Cabin Republicans, in the 
organization’s happier and more successful days, with former California Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, just after he had voiced his opposition to the anti-gay Proposition 8 that 
was on the ballot in California in 2008.



Jimmy the Tea Party gay! 2010.

I love this photo of my friend, conservative author Ann Coulter, and me. It really shows 
her personality. Ann is a total sweetheart, and that doesn’t always come across when she 
appears on television.



A scene from GOProud’s “Homocon 2010” event at the home of technology entrepreneur 
Peter Thiel in New York City. (Left to right) KABC Radio’s John Philips, the side of my 
friend, CNN commentator Margaret Hoover’s head, me, FOX News’s Andy Levy and 
Greg Gutfeld, and the back of Bill Schultz’s head.

The artwork, by the cartoonist Sarjex, we used to promote Homocon 2010, featuring the 
“Right Wing Judy Garland” Ann Coulter!



My political partner in crime, GOProud cofounder Chris Barron, and me toast our 
success at the coffee shop that was near our office on Capitol Hill.

GOProud made history during the 2010 midterm elections as the first national gay 
organization to run television ads against Democrats. Our ad, “The Real Democrats of 
DC” was a hilarious spoof on the opening credits of the popular television franchise, The 
Real Housewives.



I’m addressing the crowd at GOProud’s Big Party at CPAC 2011 with Andrew Breitbart. 
GOP mega donor Paul Singer’s political and philanthropy advisor Annie Dickerson is 
looking on with The Daily Beast’s John Avlon and CNN commentator Margaret Hoover 
in the front row. 

Conservative media mogul Andrew Breitbart speaks at GOProud’s Big Party. Chris 
Barron (right) and I (left) are on either side of him.



Grammy-nominated singer and songwriter Sophie B. Hawkins chats with former 
Republican National Committee chairman Michael Steele after she performed at 
GOProud’s event. That’s when she allegedly said that she didn’t refer to herself as a 
conservative, but she’d f**k Sarah Palin!



The cover of the LGBT magazine Metro Weekly that depicted Chris Barron and me riding 
a pink elephant came out the week of CPAC 2011. That’s the issue in which Chris referred 
to Foley & Lardner attorney Cleta Mitchell as a “nasty bigot.”



Working in my hotel suite at CPAC 2011 just before Donald Trump arrived. 

Greeting CNN producer Evan Glass (left) and reporter Jim Acosta (right) as they arrive 
to interview Donald Trump. 



Walking through the hotel lobby with Donald Trump and his entourage at CPAC 2011. 
That was back when he was just beginning to venture into the political arena. I certainly 
didn’t know then the path he would eventually take on several controversial issues.



Speaking at a GOProud fund-raising event in the home of famous GOP strategist 
Mary Matalin. Former RNC chairman Ken Mehlman (left) had just said a few 
words too. That was during the time, after coming out as gay, when Mehlman was 
on his “apology tour” for running the anti-gay 2004 Bush reelection campaign. 

I have no idea what I said to Mary Matalin (seated) or why she reacted with a hand 
over her mouth. I just know that I was so grateful for her hosting the pro-gay 2011 
GOProud fund-raiser in her home in Alexandria, Virginia. 



That’s me on radio row in the Manchester Raddison the day before the 2012 New 
Hampshire primary. 



The scene at GOProud’s fabulous party at the 2012 Republican National Convention. 
We always tried to show that Republicans were cool and hip, and in touch with modern 
culture. That event, complete with go-go dancers, definitely conveyed that message!

This reporter asked me why the Romney 
campaign did not send a speaker to the 
GOProud event. I was stuck. I didn’t want to 
tell her the real reason.



I ran into some of the same demonstrators who had protested our GOProud event 
the night before on the street in Tampa, Florida, during the 2012 Republican 
National Convention. I decided to get a picture with them, since, as they put it, 
HOMO SEX IS A THREAT TO NATIONAL SECURITY!

During a commercial break during the Piers Morgan Live show in the CNN 
Grill at the 2012 Republican National Convention. Time’s Joel Stein is next to 
me while host Piers Morgan talks with a producer. Piers just couldn’t believe that 
there was a gay who supported Romney…. by then, I was starting to wonder the 
same thing!



My friend and former CPAC director, Lisa De Pasquale, and me at a GOProud event 
in 2012. Lisa was an important heterosexual ally and she risked a lot to stand up for gay 
conservatives.

The panel on the Wanda Sykes Election Special on Logo TV in 
October 2012. The guests with Wanda Sykes standing behind 
us (left to right) Hilary Rosen, Joe Solmonese, Amy Holmes, 
and me. Funny how I was so far out to the right in this photo! 



Playing the role of “the gay for Romney” on FOX News Channel’s Fox and Friends with 
host Gretchen Carlson the morning after a presidential debate in October 2012.

Political reporter Kevin Cirilli interviewing me in front of the US Supreme Court in 
2013 on the day of the oral arguments in the Proposition 8 and DOMA cases. 



My announcement that I left the Republican Party received a ton of media attention. 
This was an interview I did about why I left the GOP with ABC News’s Rick Klein (right) 
and Yahoo News’s Olivier Knox (middle). 


