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Grand aggregate 98,797 men and 254 guns

 

689



 

706



710



 

Nearly all the people of the country seemed to have fled with Johnston's army; yet some

few families remained, and from one of them I procured the copy of an order which

Johnston had made at Adairsville, in which he recited that he had retreated as far as

strategy required, and that his army must be prepared for battle at Cassville. The

newspapers of the South, many of which we found, were also loud in denunciation of

Johnston's falling back before us without a serious battle, simply resisting by his skirmish-

lines and by his rear-guard. But his friends proclaimed that it was all strategic; that he was

deliberately drawing us farther and farther into the meshes, farther and farther away from

our base of supplies, and that in due season he would not only halt for battle, but assume

the bold offensive. Of course it was to my interest to bring him to battle as soon as

possible, when our numerical superiority was at the greatest; for he was picking up his

detachments as he fell back, whereas I was compelled to make similar and stronger
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On the 1st of June our three armies were well in hand, in the broken and densely-
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CHAPTER XXI.

THE MARCH TO THE SEA FROM ATLANTA TO SAVANNAH.

 

NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER, 1864.

 

 

On the 12th of November the railroad and telegraph communications with the rear were

broken, and the army stood detached from all friends, dependent on its own resources and
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from my army. In my official report of this conflagration, I distinctly charged it to General

Wade Hampton, and confess I did so pointedly, to shake the faith of his people in him, for

he was in my opinion boastful, and professed to be the special champion of South

Carolina.

 

 

The morning sun of February 18th rose bright and clear over a ruined city. About half of

it was in ashes and in smouldering heaps. Many of the people were houseless, and

gathered in groups in the suburbs, or in the open parks and spaces, around their scanty

piles of furniture. General Howard, in concert with the mayor, did all that was possible to

provide other houses for them; and by my authority he turned over to the Sisters of Charity

the Methodist College, and to the mayor five hundred beef-cattle; to help feed the people;
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Corps.   Corps.   Corps.   Corps   Corps.   Corps.

      

110 1,586 2,289 508 2,076 1,525
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