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ing southwest in 1910. The town's late-Prohibition-era
population of 428 would be its highest. Courtesy of Elaine Schwaller

Aerial view of Temp|eton look
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To the Reverend Bi”y Suno|ay (|e{t), alcohol was nothing other than “double distilled
|iquicJ damnation.” Despite his troubled lowa chi|o|hooc|, he became one of its
|eading foes as America's most famous evange'ist of the era. In his sermons before
pacl(ed taloernac|es, he thrilled his audiences with energetic onstage antics. Here he

demonstrates at a visit to the White House. Courtesy of Library of Congress



BUY MORE
LIBERTY

“Fear,” said the country’s chief
propagandist, George Creel,

“is a rather important element

to be bred into the civilian
popu|ation." To do so Creel and his
counterparts at other government
agencies produced copious
literature casting the Germans as
inhuman and l)|ooc|t|'1irsty and hell-
bent on not just deFeating the Allies
in Europe but crossing the Atlantic
and pi”aging America as well.
“Hun,” as used in this poster, was
one of their prized watchwords.

Courtesy of Library of Congress



Law enforcement agent Benjamin Franklin
Wilson. Wilson's life was as transformed by
the Eighteenth Amendment as that of Joe
Ilbeck. Born in Audubon County, lowa, just
afew miles south of Templeton, he became
one of the state’s most respected federal
Prohibition agents. He'd remain in liquor

law enforcement his whole |i1[e, eventua”y
l)ecoming the top alcohol officer in lowa.

Courtesy of National Archives, St. Louis, Missouri




Joe Irlbeck in 1935. From a German Catholic family, he built the Templeton rye

boot|egging operation that ran stills throughout Carroll County and produced a whiskey

that became renowned all over the Midwest. Courtesy of Elaine Schwaller




H. F. Vermeu:s,
Jeweler,

Tempiowon, - jowa.
B &(\a_%\\“'} {{ 5 WMW -
NI V - 2L

- FABNRY SR B
T AN TS
Av%MQC'/V"—ﬁVPG/‘( Lt

AN w5 Do A
mo&&%bu 1@% /@ I
Demtet o o if T o ool foekk boeoeer

- {/«1'/( e i lecf o foro ¥
()W’/f A oty ﬂ«/?f)dm/?éé%,v
/agfjc 2t e Mﬁbb&wfw%d %&c/e. M

WMM
W ji«/« fm
/fmexfz,ﬂ/ %MQQM/&J/’M ; j\/yﬁ—\ /2’

7

Town jewe|er Henry F. Vermeule was one of the few Templeton citizens to ol:)ject

to boot|egging, and he was so opposed to it that he twice wrote letters (inc|uding
this page of the second one he sent, on April 26,1920) to the US attorney genera|
naming dozens of neighbors he thought should be arrested. Courtesy of National Archives,

College Park, Maryland



Left to right: Otto Greteman, Barbara (Qeicher) Heitman, Coletta (Greteman)
Reicher, Mayme Albers, Rose Greteman, and Florence (Deicher) Fox in 1914 at

the Templeton Telephone Office owned by Frank Greteman. The phone network
functioned as a warning system to looot|eggers when federal Prohibition agents came to

town. Courtesy of Elaine Schwaller



Repub'ican lowa senator and notorious chy Smith Wildman Brookhart so rankled his
fellow |egis|ators with his numerous proposa|s to toug'wen Prohibition and his constant
chastisement against cIrinI(ing in the Capito| that one of them inserted a limerick about
him into the Congressiona| Record. It read: “I come from way out in lowa / The home
of corn and many an art, / Where boot|egginys so bad / [t makes all of us sad / That

everyone l(nows it but BROOKHART. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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A Ku Klux Klan rally in 1924 in Cherokee lowa, elghty miles northwest 01[ Templeton.
The resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan in the ear|y—to—m|o| 1920s spread throughout lowa
and the Midwest. Instead of targeting l)'acl(s, this KKK movement went after Catholics

and immigrants and also sought to enforce the |iquor |aws, emp|oying vigi|antism if

necessary. Courtesy of Cherokee Area Archives




V. C. Schwaller and his son John in 1905. Both men would become important

Temp|eton rye l)oot|eggers. Courtesy of Elaine Schwaller



CIRRaL. Towwty
CONAT NousE Sapmds,
O/ W (3

Y

The Carroll County Courthouse, where the first big boot|egging case in the county was
tried a full five years after the start of Prohibition. Sympathy for the boot|eggers was so
widespread in Carroll County that prosecutors tried nearly all their cases in the federal
court in Fort Doc]ge, lowa, seventy-{'ive miles northeast of Templeton. Courtesy of the Carroll

Historical Society



Lauretta Irlbeck in 1929,
the year she married
Temp'eton rye I(ingpin

Joe Irlbeck. Her father
was grocer and te|ep|'10ne-
system operator

Frank Greteman.

Courtesy of Elaine Schwaller




Monsignor F. H. Huesmann standing with his dog on the steps of the Sacred Heart
Church rectory with an assistant priest. Huesmann not only gave Templeton rye's
production his doctrinal b|essing, he promoted the product by passing out samples and

even permitted a small still to be housed in the church basement. Courtesy of Elaine Schwaller




Federal Prohibition agent F. H. Burris.
Origina”y from Wisconsin, he assisted B. F.
Wilson in many of his raids. He was castigated
L)y the po|ice chief of the sopping-wet city of
Sioux City for L)eing “too serious about |iquor

. . "
V|o|at|ons. Courtesy of National Archives, St. Louis, Missouri
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10WA’'S GREATEST_EVENING NEWSPAPER.

F ormer Mayor, Ex-Judge Suffocate
- As Fire Destroys Mason City Home

~Cobb, SuU-1."Auditor, Has. Breakdown? Unable to Testifyf[[i5H FOUND
BRI | 77! Se< No More Templeton Ry S IHM.F N HOUR
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After B. F. Wilson raided the farm of Frank Neppl, capturing two 250—ga||on stills,
5,500 ga”ons of mash, and Joe Irlbeck, the still's owner, the Des Moines Tribune-
Capital printed a photo of the raid a|ong with an optimistic boast. Copyright Des Moines

Register and Tribune Company; used with permission



Temp|eton doctor Otis P. Morgantha|er, the town's mayor during Temp|eton rye's most
active years, in the late 1920s through the end of Prohibition. He ordered the town's
water supply turned on at midnight so boot|eggers could fill up their mash tanks and run
their stills. He also he|ped bail out his constituents when t|'1ey were arrested l)y the feds.

Courtesy of the Carroll Historical Society
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Desplte belng the well-known chief boot|egger of Des Momes Kenneth Sonder|e|ter,

who regu|ar|y brought truckloads of Templeton rye to the capital, managed to mostly stay
out of |ega| trouble. Even when a dispute over a missing shipment of booze turned into a
violent public sensation, he avoided conviction on his apparent crimes. Copyright Des Moines

Register and Tribune Company; used with permission
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Main Street. After an image of the provocative display was printed in the Des Moines

The town o¥ Temp|eton ce|el:>rateo| Christmas 1931 by stringing up a cutout oF a |itt|e
brown jug of the sort in which they often sold their whiskey in as a decoration over
Register, outraged drys throughout lowa called on officers to finally rout Templeton

boot|eggers; most

used with permission

Farther. Copyright Des Moines Register and Tribune Company;





