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T H E G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O  J U D A S

G L O S S A RY

THE GLOSSARY provides clarifications for certain details of The Gospel According
to Judas, written against the background of a first-century world.

ALL BIBLICAL TEXTS are an original translation of the author(s),guided by the Revised
Standard Version and the New Revised Standard Version.

i. GOSPELS: The Gospels were written late in the first century (Mark: circa AD70,
Matthew: circa AD85, Luke: circa AD85, John: circa AD100).We do not know the
identity of the Evangelists, as the names Matthew, Mark, Luke and John were all
added to manuscripts late in the second century. It is probable that none of the
Evangelists was an Apostle. Christian tradition holds that Mark was a close asso-
ciate of Peter in Rome, but not an Apostle. Matthew was a well-instructed Jew
who became a Christian (see Matt 13:52).The fact that the name of the tax collector
(Levi) in Mark 2:14 (see also Luke 5:27) becomes ‘Matthew’ in Matt 9:9 may be
a self-identification of the Apostle Matthew (see Matt 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15),
but this is not proof positive.‘The Beloved Disciple’ of the Fourth Gospel was iden-
tified as John late in the second century.The author of the Fourth Gospel was more
likely an ex-disciple of John the Baptist who became a close follower of Jesus, but
not one of the Twelve.The Christian Church regards the four Gospels as ‘Sacred
Scripture’.They are narrative descriptions of what God did for humankind through
the life, teaching, death and resurrection of Jesus.
i i . FAT H E R S A N D S O N S : As a result of the empire created by Alexander the
Great (336–323BC), Greek was the language commonly spoken and used for written
communication throughout the Mediterranean basin, and beyond. All the docu-
ments of the New Testament, the product of a Jewish world, are written in Greek.
The ‘family’ (the bet-’ab: ‘the house of the father’) is the most important unit in
the nation, and for the survival of the individual.The numerous genealogical lists
in both the Old and the NewTestament (see, for example, Gen 36:9–14; 1 Chron
9:39–44; Matt 1:1–17; Luke 3:23–38) show how crucial it was to ‘own’ one’s
patrimony.As well as economic and social patrimony, sons had a responsibility to
continue the traditions of their fathers.This responsibility is powerfully presented
in the Jewish document The Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs, and also in Ben Sirach.
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In the former the ‘sons’ are instructed by their father to pass on his tradition, and
the latter is a text that shows this being carried out with respect by a grandson.
This book, also known as Ecclesiasticus, originally written in Hebrew, was trans-
lated into Greek before the Christian era.
i i i . G O S P E L S N O T A C C E P T E D B Y T H E C H R I S T I A N S : There were many
‘gospels’, known as ‘apocryphal gospels’, that were not accepted by the emerging
Church. A collection of such gospel material, written in Coptic, but originally in
Greek, The Codex Tchacos, was made public in 1999. Several fragments of a ‘Gospel
of Judas’ can be found in the codex, and these possibly date back to AD180.The
text is fragmentary, not really a ‘gospel’, and is representative of a second-century
Gnostic understanding of Jesus. Judas is presented as someone who is encouraged
by Jesus to do God’s will by setting in motion the action that will liberate Jesus
from the wicked human condition to become a heavenly figure. For a discussion
by the Archbishop of Durham, see T.Wright, Judas and the Gospel of Jesus (London:
SPCK, 2006). The Gospel According to Judas recorded here was not inspired by this
text, but attempts to present the Christian story through the eyes of Judas.
iv. TH E N A M E ‘JU DA S IS C A R I OT’: As well as the explanation of the surname
Iscariot put forward in The Gospel According to Judas 1:12–15, several other hypotheses
have been advanced, e.g. that Judas was a ‘deliverer’ on the basis of the Hebrew
root verb, skr.The name ‘Judas’ is a Greek form of the Hebrew ‘Judah’.
v. TH E B I RT H O F JE S U S: Judas’ understanding of the birth of Jesus is not the
‘Roman Catholic’ interpretation, as expressed in the Marian doctrines, especially
that of Mary’s perpetual virginity. It is, however, a widely accepted understanding
of such texts as Matthew 1:25; Mark 3:31–35; 6:3; John 7:3–8. Judas, like any
strictly brought-up Jew, could only accept Jesus as the firstborn of lawful Jewish
wedlock.
vi. SE X UA L U N I O N S B E T W E E N A N G E L S A N D WO M E N: Pre-Christian and
Rabbinic traditions look back on the unions between angels and human women,
as told in Genesis 6:1–4, as the source of evil and the presence of giants in the
world. So serious was this evil that God regretted putting Adam and Eve on the
earth. His heart grieved and, in the destruction that followed, only Noah and his
family survived (see Gen 6:1–9,17). See the development of Gen 6:1–4 in the
Qumran documents (e.g. 4Q Book of Giants) and in 1 Enoch (see 1 Enoch 6 and 7).
vii . TO U C H I N G A WO M A N: Jesus’ touching a woman who is not his wife
would be regarded as a breach of piety. Later Rabbinic legislation prohibits a
woman from serving at table, as the private matter of a woman’s menstrual cycle
could not be ascertained. For the biblical background of this custom, see Lev
15:19–24; 18:6; 22:10; 36:17, and the tractate Niddah in the Mishnah. As Rabbi

G L O S S A R Y
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T H E G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O  J U D A S

Samuel (died circa AD254) said:‘One must under no circumstance be served by a
woman, be she adult or child.’
viii. THE DAVIDIC THRONE: King David was Israel’s second and greatest king.
He ruled from about 1010–970BC, and built an empire that stretched from Egypt
into present-day Iran. Psalm 89:4 and 2 Sam 23:5 speak explicitly of an everlasting
covenant between YHWH and David.There are many understandings of how this
promise was to be fulfilled. One of them is that YHWH will raise up a ‘Son of
David’ who would be restored to a royal throne in Jerusalem. He would once again
establish the glory of Israel by means of great military victories. Christians believe
that Jesus does fulfil the promises of the Davidic covenant (see Matt 1:1; Rom 1:3),
but Jesus never accepted the role of a potential military leader.The Gospels suggest
that the first disciples may have followed him in the hope that he would.
ix. TH E SC R I B E S A N D T H E PH A R I S E E S: The Scribes were largely a servant
group. They were men who studied the law and served as legal consultants to
anyone who required their expert services. Thus, there were Scribes of the
Sadducees as well as Scribes of the Pharisees. The Pharisees emerged in Israel
during the two centuries before the Christian era.At that time Jewish leadership,
including the High Priest, was controlled by foreign powers, initially the
Hellenistic leaders, and then the Romans. The Pharisees (whose name probably
reflects the concept of being ‘cut off’ from corruption) attempted to live a strict
Jewish life, obedient to the commands of the Torah.They opposed corrupt leader-
ship and suffered a great deal because of their faith.They travelled wherever there
were Jews, but their base was always the Synagogue, where the Torah was the
centre of Jewish worship. Their focus on the Torah and Synagogue ensured
mobility; thus they survived the Jewish War and eventually produced what is
known as Rabbinic Judaism.
x. UN D E R A F I G T R E E: There is a Jewish tradition that a person reflecting on
the Torah should do so under a fig tree.The Jewish texts are late, but probably refer
to a widespread and early tradition of the learned men of the law sitting under a
fig tree to study scripture.
xi. TH E SO N O F GO D: Judas does not believe that Jesus is the ‘Son of God’,
as is found in the Johannine tradition (AD100), and as it was eventually understood
and defined by the Church at Nicea (AD325) and Chalcedon (AD451): Jesus as the
second person in the Trinity. Judas does believe in the messianic ‘son of God’, as
expected in Israel on the basis of such texts as Psalm 2:7 and 2 Sam 7:14.
xii. SI N A N D S I C K N E S S: The Hebrew Bible often links the punishment of sin
with sickness and death (2 Sam 12:13–23; 24:1–25). Only God has authority over
sickness and sin.
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xiii . CO N F L I C T S TO R I E S: The description of the conflicts between Jesus and
the Jewish leadership, found in The Gospel According to Judas 6:9–15, is based on
Mark 2:1–12. Judas’ account suggests a mounting crisis.The initial response to
Jesus’ miracles is surprise. By the time he has performed all of his miracles, the
Jewish Elders have judged him to be a blasphemer, and only worthy of death.
xiv. TH E DE C A P O L I S: This term refers to a group of Hellenistic towns located
in Transjordania, the region to the north-east of the river Jordan.The word in 
Greek means ‘ten cities’, but it is difficult to trace the exact names of ten cities.
The following nine have been identified: Abila, Canata, Dius, Gadara, Gerasa,
Hippos, Pella, Philadelphia and Scythopolis.These cities were largely inhabited by
Gentiles, who followed Greek customs and religion.
xv. TH E TW E LV E: The list of the twelve disciples in The Gospel According to Judas
8:30 reflects the lists in the Christian Gospels. Judas Iscariot is always named last.
The placing of Judas’ name at the end of the list and his delineation as the one
who betrayed Jesus were all part of the early Christian determination to blacken
Judas’ character.
xvi. JE S U S’ S E R M O N: The sermon of Jesus, beginning with the ‘beatitudes’, is
loosely based on Jesus’ sermon on the plain as found in Luke (6:20–49), rather than
the longer, better-known version of the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5, 6 and 7).
xvii. OU R FAT H E R: The version of the ‘Our Father’ found in The Gospel
According to Judas 9:37 is based on the Lucan version of this prayer (Luke 11:2–4).
It is very brief, and full of urgent promises that look to an imminent fulfilment.
The version in the Gospel of Luke is likely to be closer to the words that Jesus
actually taught the disciples than the elaborate and better-known form of the
prayer, found in Matt 6:9–13, which is currently used in most Christian liturgies
and prayer books.
xviii . TH E CO M M U N I T Y AT KH I R B E T QU M R A N: The discovery of the
Dead Sea Scrolls (circa 1947) led to the uncovering of a fortress-like building at
Khirbet Qumran, close to the Dead Sea, which housed a community of pious
Jews.The building stood from about 150BC until AD70, when it was destroyed by
the Romans. It is widely accepted that a group of Jewish sectarians, known by
other first-century witnesses as the Essenes, had gathered at Khirbet Qumran.
They lived in community, and were hostile to a Jewish leadership that compro-
mised the traditions of Israel in order to maintain good relations with foreign
powers. Since 1947, many scrolls, some containing biblical texts and others
containing texts that had been composed at Qumran, have been unearthed. The
texts mentioned (Community Rule, Rule of the Congregation, The War Scroll) were
written by the Essenes at Khirbet Qumran.

G L O S S A R Y

4

AR-COVR-DVD Booklet  12/2/07  16:00  Page 7



T H E G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O  J U D A S

xix. TH E ME S S I A H A N D T H E B R E A D F RO M H E AV E N: The link between
the gift of the manna and the messianic era had already been made in Judaism during
the first century.The citation from 2 Baruch in The Gospel According to Judas 10:26
comes from a document that can be dated from the end of first century AD.
xx. CA E S A R E A PH I L I P P I : The town is unknown before the time of Antiochus
IV of Syria, but is identified around 200BC as Panion.This name already reflects
the cult to Pan that was discovered there. In 20BC Augustus handed over the district
to Herod the Great, and after his death it fell into the hands of his son, Philip, who
renamed it ‘Caesarea’ in honour of the Roman Emperor. However, it was known
as ‘Caesarea Philippi’ to distinguish Philip’s Caesarea from the beautiful Herodian
seaport to the south, the seat of the Roman government at the time of Jesus.This
is the name found in the Gospels, including The Gospel According to Judas 11. At a
later date it reverted to Paneas, and this is the name that is still to be found in the
contemporary Arabic word Banias.
xxi. SO N O F MA N: This expression, found throughout all four Gospels, is only
ever used by Jesus to speak of himself. It is perhaps the clearest indication of Jesus’
own understanding of his person and mission. It is an expression that is widely used
in Ezekiel to indicate the humble human status of the prophet. It is also found in
Daniel 7:13–14.The meaning of the expression in Daniel is widely debated among
biblical scholars, especially as Jesus seems to use it in a way that looks back to Dan
7:13–14. It clearly refers to a figure who will overcome all opposition and return
in glory. In the Gospels, Jesus also associates the Son of Man with suffering (see
Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:32–34), and some suggest that a suffering Son of Man is already
implied by the experience of the people of Israel at the time Daniel was written.
xxii. PE T E R T H E S T U M B L I N G B L O C K: In the Gospel of Matthew, this play
upon words using Peter as the stumbling block is very clearly spelt out. The
Evangelist reports Jesus’ blessing of Peter as ‘the rock’ (Greek: petros/petra) (Matt
16:18). But when Peter tries to prevent Jesus’ journey to the cross, Jesus calls him
‘Satan’ (Aramaic: satana) and goes on to explain that this means he is a ‘stumbling
block’ (Greek: skandalon).
xxiii . AB B A/FAT H E R: Jesus spoke Aramaic, and on one occasion in the
Gospels (Mark 14:36) he uses the Aramaic word Abba, and the Evangelist trans-
lates it for his Greek readers as ‘father’. The term was used by children who
thought of their father in a way that was respectful, obedient and loving.
xxiv. MO U N T TA B O R: This small mountain, reached by means of a very steep
climb, is located south of Nazareth, on the road to Judea. It is difficult to be certain
what actually happened during the strange encounter the disciples have with the
transfigured Jesus. It is also impossible to be sure where it took place.The Orthodox
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traditions generally locate the transfiguration on the more spectacular Mount
Hermon.The link and subsequent confusion were inspired by the juxtaposition of
Hermon and Tabor in Psalm 89:12:‘The north and the south – you created them;
Tabor and Hermon joyously praise your name.’
xxv. JE S U S’ PA S S I O N P R E D I C T I O N S: Jesus’ predictions of his passion during
this journey to Jerusalem have developed in the telling. Jesus most likely spoke of
his forthcoming death in words very close to:‘The Son of Man will be given into
the hands of men and they will kill him.’ He probably also spoke, in faith and hope,
of his ultimate vindication by God. By the time the Gospels were written, this
vindication is expressed in terms of what the early Church believed had actually
taken place: resurrection on the third day.
xxvi. TH E S T R A N G E R F RO M GA L I L E E: At this point the dependence of The
Gospel According to Judas on the traditions that formed the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew,
Mark and Luke) becomes evident. Jesus comes to Jerusalem for the first time. In
the Gospel of John, Jesus is seen regularly in Jerusalem.
xxvii. JESUS AS A PROPHET: Many historical-critical studies of the ‘pre-Easter
Jesus’ have come to the conclusion that Jesus and his disciples understood him to
be a prophet.
xxviii . JE S U S, SO N O F DAV I D: Early Christians regarded Jesus as the
messianic Son of David (see, for example, Matt 1:1). But in The Gospel According to
Judas, Jesus does not identify himself with the Son of David. The curing of
Bartimaeus is the only occasion in this Gospel where Jesus does not reject the
title. It is widely agreed among scholars that the solitary acceptance by Jesus of
the term ‘Son of David’ in the Gospel of Mark (Mark 10:46–52) does not refer 
to the messianic use of this expression, but to the Jewish tradition that looked
back to the historical ‘son of David’, King Solomon, as a healer. In The Gospel
According to Judas, Judas misunderstands blind Bartimaeus’ appeal to Jesus as a
healer. His question of Peter shows that he has renewed hope that Jesus is the Son
of David in the sense of being the Davidic Messiah.
xxix. JE S U S’ E N T RY I N TO JE RU S A L E M: It is difficult to reconstruct what
took place, historically, on the occasion of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.The scene
as it is described in The Gospel According to Judas depends on John 12:12–16 and
Zech 9:9–11.
xxx. SE QU E N C E O F E V E N T S I N JE RU S A L E M: In all four Christian Gospels,
the sequence of events is exactly the same: entry, preaching, supper, Gethsemane,
Jewish trial, Roman trial, crucifixion, burial, discovery of an empty tomb, resur-
rection appearances (not found in Mark). But the timing of these events varies from
gospel to gospel, as it does in The Gospel According to Judas.

G L O S S A R Y
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xxxi. TH E SA N H E D R I N: This was the highest tribunal permitted by Rome to
prosecute and punish Jews according to Jewish laws. It is difficult to determine
exactly who made up this body, or even if there was only one Sanhedrin.According
to the Gospels, there is one Sanhedrin in Jerusalem, and it is made up of both
Priests and Pharisees, along with their Scribes.
xxxii. MONEY DEALERS IN THE TEMPLE: The money dealers who sat in the
outer court of the Temple were performing a service essential to the purity of the
Temple. It was unlawful to enter the sacred precincts of the Temple carrying any
coins that bore the effigy of a human being or an animal.Thus, all who entered the
Temple handed over their coins to the money dealers.They exchanged any Jewish
money for Tyrian coins, which bore no image. On leaving the Temple, the
worshipper would retrieve the money bearing these effigies.This detail must be
kept in mind when listening to The Gospel According to Judas 19:16–19. Jesus is ques-
tioned by the Pharisees in the Temple, and asks to see a coin.They show him one
bearing the effigy of Caesar. No Jew should have been in possession of such a coin
in the Temple.
xxxiii. PA S S OV E R R I T UA L: It is difficult to establish exactly how the Passover
was celebrated at the time of Jesus. However, a constant feature found in the various
ancient traditions is the use of elements during a meal (bitter herbs, bread 
and wine) to recall the events that are recorded in the biblical account of Israel’s
exodus from Egypt (see Exodus 12:1–19:26). Jesus repeats these traditions during
the last supper, and his action with the bread and wine – along with his words,
which interpret the meaning of the symbols of bread and wine – remain a constant
reminder of the Lord’s Supper in most Christian traditions.
xxxiv. TH E I N N O C E N C E O F JE S U S: The Christian Gospels (Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John) all point out that there was no genuine case against Jesus. The
Jewish trial goes ahead on the basis of contradictory evidence, and the Roman
trial that follows is punctuated with statements from Pilate emphasizing that he
finds no crime in Jesus.
xxxv. IN I T I AT I O N AT QU M R A N: The indication of a limitation on the time
that Benjamin can remain at Qumran, unless he wishes to be there for the rest of
his life, reflects the evidence of first-century witnesses, Josephus and Philo, along
with the texts of the Dead Sea Scrolls.Anyone wishing to join the community was
accepted for one year of probation.At the end of that year they were admitted to
the ritual bathing which was a key element of Essene practice. Once admitted, the
candidate had to remain a further two years, a stay culminating in a ceremony in
which an oath of fidelity was taken. Benjamin has no desire to be part of this process,
and thus agrees to return to Kerioth.
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xxxvi . T H E O U T B R E A K O F T H E WA R : Many factors led to the eventual
outbreak of the first Jewish-Roman war (also known as the Great Jewish Revolt)
in AD66.The crucifixion of anyone who opposed Rome, and the flight and even-
tual suicide of the Essenes, are reported by the Jewish historian Josephus (circa
AD37–101). He was a Jew, who originally joined the Jewish revolt and fought against
the Romans in Galilee; after he was captured he switched allegiance. He is the best
witness we have to the events of the Jewish War, although he generally defends the
Romans and blames the Jewish zealots for the outcome.The war began under
Vespasian (AD66), but Jerusalem was destroyed when Titus was supreme commander
of the Roman army (AD70). Both eventually became Emperors of Rome.
xxxvii. TI T U S’ E D I C T: After being surrounded on every side, the leaders of
Jerusalem still refused to accept that defeat and destruction were inevitable. Josephus
softens Titus’ edict, but it is fierce enough:‘Titus was furious that people trapped
in their city should demand conditions of him as if they were the conquerors. He
ordered that an edict be issued. No longer was anyone to flee the city, nor should
they seek any terms for peace. If they attempted to do so, he would not spare them.’
(Josephus, Jewish War,VI.352)
xxxvii i . WAT E R I N TO W I N E: It is universally accepted, even by the most
critical of scholars, that Jesus performed many miracles in the eyes of his contem-
poraries, for example, casting out evil spirits and curing the sick. Such events as
the walking on the water and the changing of water into wine are generally referred
to as ‘nature miracles’. As the early Christians began to accept and understand that
the risen Jesus was the Christ and the Son of God, they also began to allow tradi-
tions to be written into their stories of Jesus that demonstrated that not only
YHWH, the God of Israel, was Lord of the sea and master of nature, but so also
was Jesus.There is strong Old Testament background to YHWH as master of the
elements (Psalms 29; 65:7–8; 89:9; 104:3–4; 107:24–32).The coming of the
messianic era is also marked by a feast with an abundance of wine and good food
(see Hos 2:19–20; Isa 25:6–8; Jer 2:2). However, if it had been true, Jesus would
have changed about 120 gallons of water into wine!
xxxix. TH E TW E LV E: There is widespread agreement that Jesus chose an
inner circle of twelve men from among his many disciples and followers.They are
known as ‘the Twelve’ in Matthew, Mark and John. In Luke they become ‘the
Twelve Apostles’. Jesus’ choice of the Twelve indicated his sense of creating a new
people of God built upon the former people of God, founded upon the Twelve
Tribes of Israel.The number ‘twelve’ is theologically significant.The Twelve form
the cornerstone for the establishment of God’s people. For this reason, once
Judas is removed from the group of the Twelve, a further witness to Jesus, from
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the beginnings to his resurrection, was chosen by lot. The ‘Twelve’ had to be
maintained (Acts 1:21–26).
xl. SU I C I D E: There is no explicit commandment against suicide in the Hebrew
Bible, but God’s primacy over life and Israel’s prohibitions on the shedding of 
human blood imply that it is forbidden.The rabbis eventually came to forbid suicide 
explicitly. See, for example, the rabbinic teaching in Genesis Rabbah 34:21b. It may
come as a surprise to some listeners to The Gospel According to Judas that he did not
hang himself. It is popularly accepted by Christians that this was the case. However,
there is only one reference to Judas’ suicide in the New Testament: Matthew
27:3–10.According to Luke (Acts 1:18), he swelled and burst open in the middle
and his bowels gushed out. Nothing is said about the death of Judas in the Gospels
of Mark, Luke or John.Thus, only Matthew paints Judas as a Jew whose unforgiv-
able sin of betrayal results in the further sin of suicide.When one becomes aware
of the influence of Old Testament texts on Matt 27:9–10 (see Zech 11:12–13; Jer
32:6–15; 18:2–3), it is most likely that Matthew’s report of Judas’ death is an
attempt to further blacken his name, in the light of the Old Testament predictions,
when it never actually happened.
xli. THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER: Central to the popular understanding of Judas’
betrayal of Jesus is the payment of thirty pieces of silver by the High Priests. No
serious New Testament scholar accepts that this ever happened. In the Gospel of
Mark, after Judas offers to betray Jesus, it is reported that:‘And when they heard
it they were glad, and promised to give him money’ (Mark 14:11).The Gospel of
Luke does not mention the exchange of any money, nor does the Gospel of John.
It should also be noted that the text of the Gospel of Mark does not suggest that
any money was ever handed over.The author of the Gospel of Matthew had the
Gospel of Mark before him, and he follows most of it, with embellishments.
Matthew could not accept that the Messiah would be so easily sold out by this
unseemly deal between the priests and one of his disciples. He therefore turns to
prophecies from Zechariah and Jeremiah and develops this theme in two major
passages: Matthew 26:15 (‘And they paid him thirty pieces of silver’) and Matthew
27:3–10 (the return of the thirty pieces of silver, Judas’ suicide and the purchase
of the potter’s field with the money). None of this is found anywhere else in the
Gospels, but they are the details that have been at the heart of the Christian Church’s
preaching, and the popular understanding of Judas. Matthew wishes to show that
Jesus was not duped. However tragic, the betrayal was the fulfilment of prophecy.
The details of the thirty pieces of silver come from Zechariah 11:12 (‘So they
weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver’ [see Matt 26:15]), Zechariah 11:13
(‘So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the treasury, in the house
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of the Lord’ [see Matt 27:5]), and a collection of texts from Jeremiah 18:2 (‘the
potter’s field’ [see Matt 27:7]) and Jeremiah 32:7–9 (the purchase of a field for
pieces of silver [see Matt 27:7–9]).
xlii . MA S A DA: An almost impregnable palace-fortress was built by Herod the
Great (circa 73–4BC) on the top of a mountain beside the Salt Sea. Even today, it
is accessible only by foot from the side of the Salt Sea by what is called ‘the snake
path’.The Romans, under Titus, eventually overran it in AD74.
xliii . CRU C I F I X I O N B Y TI T U S: Crucifixion was regarded by the Romans as
the most supreme form of punishment (summum supplicium). Josephus reports that
Titus used this form of execution regularly during the Jewish War, and especially
following the siege of Jerusalem. See, for example, Josephus, Jewish War,V.449–
451, where Josephus reports the crucifixion of so many Jews each day that ‘there
was no longer room for the crosses and not enough crosses for the bodies’.

F R A N C I S J. M O L O N E Y

J E F F R E Y A R C H E R

G L O S S A R Y
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He is currently a major superior of a Roman Catholic religious
congregation, the Salesians of Don Bosco.
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