
Great American Authors Read From Their Works

James Baldwin (1924-1987) was born in Harlem but chose to spend much of his adult life 
in exile in Paris. He is an American classic, the writer whose trenchant and relentless analyses 
of race in America in both his fiction and his essay collections — The Fire Next Time; Notes 
of a Native Son — not only illuminated but transformed the way we see ourselves. He played 
a prominent role in the civil rights movement of the 1960s, lecturing and writing about his trips 
through the South during the height of the conflicts.

Another Country

New York’s Greenwich Village in the 1950s, the gathering place of artists, writers, and musicians, 
is the setting of Another Country (1962), Baldwin’s third novel. The characters, all involved in 
complex interracial relationships, cluster around Rufus, a jazz musician whose suicide affects 
them profoundly. For Baldwin, Rufus represents “the black corpse floating in the national psyche.” 
Baldwin’s first reading on this recording portrays Rufus’s state of mind in his final moments.

Baldwin’s second reading is a sermon by Reverend Foster, addressing Rufus’s friends and family 
at his funeral. In his adolescence Baldwin himself was a Pentecostal preacher, following in his 
stepfather’s footsteps. After a few years he abandoned his faith, but the sonorous sentences and 
exhortations of black religious oratory continued to inform his writing. This sermon is an electrifying 
example of that oratory applied to the subject of racial struggle.
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