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E x e r c i s e :

F A C T  O R  O P I N I O N ?

Read the excerpt below from the San Francisco Chronicle.5 It contains 
both opinions and facts, but the original article was published as an edi-
torial because it is making an argument. Underline the facts you spot, and 
circle all the opinion statements you find. Check your answers with mine 
on the next page.

E D I T O R I A L :

MANY OF THE PRODUCTS MILLENNIALS 
ARE KILLING DESERVE TO DIE

(https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/article/Many-of-the-

products-Millennials-are-killing-13442886.php)

Dec .  4,  2018  •   Caille  Millner

. . . While I was reading this week’s capitalist woe—canned tuna 
consumption is down 42 percent per capita over the past 30 years,  
and guess who’s to blame?—I realized something.

Millennials have good taste.

This is a generation that’s making far less money than their parents 
did. It can’t afford big-ticket items like houses, marriages or children.

So the Millennials are spending their few coins on vacations and 
avocado toast. And honestly? Those are better choices than canned 
tuna, golf and fabric softener.

Many of the products that Millennials are killing deserve to die.  
The kids are more than all right—they’re wiser than their elders,  
who should have left them a better country while they had the chance.
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A N S W E R S :

MANY OF THE PRODUCTS MILLENNIALS 
ARE KILLING DESERVE TO DIE

Dec .  4,  2018  •   Caille  Millner

. . . While I was reading this 
week’s capitalist woe—canned 
tuna consumption is down 42 
percent per capita over the past 
30 years, and guess who’s to 
blame?—I realized something.

Millennials have good taste.

This is a generation that’s 
making far less money than 
their parents did. It can’t afford 
big-ticket items like houses, 
marriages, or children.

So the Millennials are spending 
their few coins on vacations 
and avocado toast. And 
honestly? Those are better 
choices than canned tuna, 
golf, and fabric softener. 

Many of the products that 
Millennials are killing deserve 
to die. The kids are more than 
all right—they’re wiser than 
their elders, who should have 
left them a better country while 
they had the chance. 

FACT. This is a statistic you can 
verify with a little research.

OPINION. This is based on the 
author’s personal dislike of products 
millennials are no longer buying, 
like canned tuna.

FACT. You could do research  
on income levels across time to 
verify this.

FACT. You could do research on 
spending habits to verify this.

OPINION. Again, this is based on the 
author’s personal interests.

OPINION. The writer’s dislike of 
these products is not a verifiable 
way of measuring which products 
“deserve to die” and which do not.

OPINION. This statement is filled 
with descriptive and judgment-
based language.
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E x e r c i s e :

I D E N T I F Y  Y O U R 

B I A S E S

Following my example, make a list of things that make up the lens through 
which you view and interpret information. Then, next to each item, write 
out how it could influence the way you see information. Here are a few 
categories to get you started:

• Where you live

• Gender identity

• Race

• Age

• Religion

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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E x e r c i s e :

C A N  Y O U  S P O T  T H E  B I A S ?

Below are excerpts from two articles written about climate change from 
two different media outlets. As you read through them, underline all the 
potential signs of media bias—intentional and unintentional—that you can 
spot. Compare your answers with mine after.

https://dailycaller.com/2019/03/15/children-strike-school-

climate-change/

JUST 12  YEARS LEFT? LET’S  BRE AK DOWN  THE  AL ARMIST 
TALKING POINT FUELING KIDS ’  C LIMATE  C HAN GE  STRIKES

March 15,  2019

Thousands of students will skip school Friday over global warming as 
part of an international movement backed by adult activists and based 
on a misreading of the latest United Nations climate report. . . .

The student strikes were inspired by 16-year-old Greta Thunberg, 
who began ditching school in August to sit in protest outside Swedish 
parliament. . . .

Student activists’ alarm isn’t surprising—it’s been nurtured by the 
media, climate activists and politicians in the wake of a U.N. report 
released in October.

The U.N. special report stated emissions needed to fall 45 percent 
below 2010 levels by 2030, and then for emissions to reach zero by 
2050 to avoid warming above 1.5 degrees Celsius by 2100. . . .

(And that’s if you put faith in the U.N.’s climate models, which have 
been shown to overestimate warming by as much as 50 percent.)

Is 1.5 to 2 degrees of warming catastrophic? The U.N.’s projections 
suggest no, but the media framed it as a 12-year deadline to prevent 
climate change catastrophe . . .
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https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/434260-youth-

activists-across-globe-protest-for-climate-action

YOUTH ACTIVISTS  
ACROSS GLOBE PROTEST 

FOR CLIMATE ACTION
M a r c h  1 5 ,  2 0 1 9

Protests erupted across the globe on Friday led by youth activists 
demanding governments take action to thwart the inevitable effects of 
climate change.

From Israel to South Africa to the U.S., thousands of student protesters 
rallied at school campuses and their civic centers asking for federal 
and international action to address global warming—the effects of 
which could greatly impact younger generations. . . .

In Cape Town, students in uniforms held signs, one which read, 
“Denial is not a policy.”

In Lebanon, a sign at a rally announced, “ You really know how to make 
me cry when you make those oceans rise.”

In Hong Kong, it was reported that Friday’s climate strike amounted 
to the city’s largest environmental rally in history, with an estimated 
1,000 students taking to the streets holding signs including one 
reading, “Our children will be endangered species.”

In many instances, students skipped school to attend protests. . . .

Friday’s protests also come the same week that the United Nations 
released two new scientific reports warning that the effects of global 
warming and sea level rise may be even more unavoidable than 
previously measured.
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https://dailycaller.

com/2019/03/15/children-

strike-school -climate-

change/

JUST 12  YEARS LEFT? 
LET’S  BREAK DOWN THE 

AL ARMIST TALKING POINT 
FUELING KIDS’  CLIMATE 

CHANGE STRIKES
March 15,  2019

Thousands of students will 
skip school Friday over 
global warming as part of an 
international movement backed 
by adult activists and based on a 
misreading of the latest United 
Nations climate report. . . . 

The student strikes were 
inspired by 16-year-old  
Greta Thunberg, who began 
ditching school in August to 
sit in protest outside Swedish 
parliament. . . . 

Student activists’ alarm isn’t 
surprising—it’s been nurtured 
by the media, climate activists 
and politicians in the wake of a 
U.N. report released in October.

A N S W E R S :

If you do a quick internet search 
on this outlet, you’ll find that it 
is frequently characterized as 
an American conservative news 
and opinion website founded by 
conservative media personalities. 
That tells you right away that what 
it reports caters to a particular 
audience and that its reporting has 
a particular political bias.

The headline is based on the 
author’s own personal views. 
We know that because the word 
alarmist is not attributed to an 
expert or cited with evidence.

This is one of several instances 
where the author uses judgment-
heavy language—kids, children, 
skip school—to paint the strike 
participants as immature, striking 
only to get out of going to school 
(rather than being serious activists), 
and manipulated by adults, 
environmental organizations, the 
UN, and the media.

It is factually true that participants 
were kids and that many left school 
to join the strikes, but the author 
uses language like “ditching school” 
in a way that’s meant to tell us this is 
all a bad thing.

The author does not provide 
evidence of this, such as 
statements from the media or 
climate activists, or show a direct 
connection from those statements 
to those being made by student 
activists.
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The U.N. special report stated 
emissions needed to fall 45 
percent below 2010 levels by 
2030, and then for emissions 
to reach zero by 2050 to avoid 
warming above 1.5 degrees 
Celsius by 2100. . . .

(And that’s if you put faith 
in the U.N.’s climate models, 
which have been shown to 
overestimate warming by as 
much as 50 percent.)

Is 1.5 to 2 degrees of warming 
catastrophic? The U.N.’s 
projections suggest no, but  
the media framed it as a 12-year 
deadline to prevent climate 
change catastrophe . . .

Here the author calls into question 
the legitimacy of the UN’s 
environmental work, but again 
does not give evidence, suggesting 
this is based on the author’s own 
personal views.

The author suggests there is 
evidence the UN report was 
inaccurate, using the phrase “which 
have been shown” to discredit 
this and previous UN reports. But 
he does not provide the evidence 
or link to a source. We should be 
asking ourselves “shown by whom?”

Here the author could have included 
evidence—direct quotes from the 
report or from the media outlets—
but doesn’t. This suggests he is 
cherry-picking and interpreting 
information that supports his own 
claim, rather than laying out the 
facts and leaving readers to draw 
their own conclusions.

We come away from this article feeling a certain way about the event in 
question—a bunch of immature students have been manipulated into 
cutting school, all based on the sinister intentions of outside groups and 
the intentional misreading of a report. The article is full of judgment-based 
language that makes this “news report” read much more like an editorial 
or opinion article. All of these are signs of possible media bias.
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https://thehill.com/policy/

energy-environment/434260-

youth-activists-across-globe-

protest-for-climate-action

YOUTH 
ACTIVISTS 

ACROSS 
GLOBE 

PROTEST 
FOR 

CLIMATE 
ACTION

M a r c h  1 5 ,  2 0 1 9

Protests erupted across 
the globe on Friday led by 
youth activists demanding 
governments take action to 
thwart the inevitable effects 
of climate change. 

From Israel to South Africa to 
the U.S., thousands of student 
protesters rallied at school 
campuses and their civic 
centers asking for federal and 
international action to address 
global warming—the effects 
of which could greatly impact 
younger generations. . . .

An internet search will show you 
that this publication is sometimes 
characterized as leaning slightly left 
of center, which means its coverage 
may have a left-leaning bias. It does 
not mean that what it reports is not 
factual, but it does mean the outlet 
may be more likely to cover topics 
of interest to the political left.

Language like inevitable effects 
of climate change is a sign that 
you are probably not reading an 
article from an overtly conservative 
media outlet, because conservative 
outlets tend to question the 
existence of climate change.

This is not an outright sign of 
bias, but the author could have 
attributed this fact to experts 
who have written extensively on 
the effects of climate change on 
younger generations so that it did 
not look like a personal view from 
the author.
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In Cape Town, students in 
uniforms held signs, one which 
read, “Denial is not a policy.”

In Lebanon, a sign at a rally 
announced, “ You really know 
how to make me cry when you 
make those oceans rise.”

In Hong Kong, it was reported 
that Friday’s climate strike 
amounted to the city’s largest 
environmental rally in history, 
with an estimated 1,000 
students taking to the streets 
holding signs including one 
reading, “Our children will be 
endangered species.”

In many instances, students 
skipped school to attend 
protests. . . .

Friday’s protests also come 
the same week that the United 
Nations released two new 
scientific reports warning that 
the effects of global warming 
and sea level rise may be 
even more unavoidable than 
previously measured.

Since much of the language up to 
this point has painted a vivid picture 
of a worldwide movement in which 
the students are brave heroes—
rallied, taking to the streets—the 
mention of skipping school doesn’t 
carry the same judgment. By the 
time readers reach that phrase, 
they already believe the protests 
are for a good cause, because 
the paragraphs before got us 
emotionally invested.

We come away from this article with a very different feeling about the 
protests than we had from the previous article. In this one, we think of 
student protestors as mature and brave for fighting against the very serious 
threat of climate change.
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E x e r c i s e :

R E A L  O R  F A K E ?

Below are three excerpts from articles. Using the list of strategies we’ve 
discussed in this chapter, go through and mark up any signals you can spot 
that indicate the article is either fake or real. If you cannot decide if it is 
real or fake, make a list of things you would need to investigate further. 
Check your answers with mine at the end.

http://www.rilenews.com/stories/us-international/federal-

technology-grant-to-provide-e-cigs-for-inner-city-

students#sthash.iVQIfooS.dpuf

FEDER AL  CL ASSROOM TE C HN OLOGY  GR AN T 
GUAR ANTEES E-CIGS FOR A LL  IN N E R C IT Y  STU DE N TS

T e c h n o l o g y  f i n a l ly  m a k e s  i ts  wa y  
t o  t h e  s t u d e n ts  w h o  n e e d  i t

By  Sarah Connor |  2014 08 03

Some of the lowest performing schools in the country received 
a pleasant surprise this week when word of a new Federal 
technology grant was announced to the public. Much like the 
suburban programs that provide iPads to students, this program 
will finally put electronic cigarettes in the hands of trouble youths 
that are desperate for technology in the classroom. It is expected 
that the move will a game-changer in evening the playing field 
between suburban and urban schools.

Emma Harris, a principal in one of Detroit’s worst school 
districts applauded the move. “ We’ve been fighting for years 
to get more advanced technology available to the kids. I never 
thought I would see the day when I could bring in the teachers 
for a meeting and tell them that we finally accomplished what we 
set out to do. We all just cried tears of joy.” . . .

TrueOrFalse_3P_2.24.20_v1.indd   216TrueOrFalse_3P_2.24.20_v1.indd   216 2/24/20   9:44 PM2/24/20   9:44 PM



—-1

—0

—+1

http://realnewsrightnow.com/2017/02/beyonce-jay-z-launch-

online-contest-fans-submit-vote-baby-names/

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

BEYONCÉ, JAY Z  
TO LAUNCH ONLINE 

CONTEST TO DETERMINE 
BABY NAMES

F E B R U A R Y  3 1 ,  2 0 1 7  b y  R .  H O B B U S  J . D .

L O S  A N G E L E S ,  C a .—Less than twenty-four hours after 
Beyoncé’s earth-shattering announcement that she and Jay Z 
are expecting twins, a source close to Queen Bey has revealed 
that the superstar couple plans to launch an online contest in 
which fans can submit and vote on potential baby names, the 
entertainment news website TMZ reported on Thursday.

“The Carters have always felt a strong connection to their fans 
and this is a way for them to truly give something back,” the 
source told TMZ. The contest, which is scheduled to go live in 
the coming days via beyoncesbabynames.com, will begin with 
a three-week submission period followed by several days of 
voting. . . .

. . . A close friend of the Carter family, who spoke to Real News 
Right Now on condition of anonymity, has confirmed that the 
person responsible for submitting the winning names will 
receive a personal letter of gratitude from Beyoncé along with an 
invitation to be present for the twins’ delivery. . . .
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https://www.local10.com/news/florida/plantation/gas-

explosion-reported-at-shopping-center-in-plantation

23 INJURED AFTER EXPLOSION 
REPORTED IN PLANTATION

2  P E O P L E  S E R I O U S LY  I N J U R E D,  AU T H O R I T I E S  S AY

By Amanda Batchelor-Senior Digital  Editor,  
Roy Ramos-Reporter,  Parker Branton-Reporter, 

Trent Kelly-Reporter

Posted :  12:00 PM, July 06,  2019

P L A N T A T I O N ,  F l a . —A total of 23 people were injured 
Saturday during an explosion at a shopping center in Plantation, 
authorities confirmed.

Plantation Fire Department Deputy Chief Joel Gordon said two 
people suffered serious injuries in the blast that was reported 
just before 11:30 a.m. at the Market on University shopping 
center on South University Drive. . . .

Broward Health Medical Center officials confirmed an adult was 
taken to the hospital as a trauma alert. . . .
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http://www.rilenews.com/stories/us-

international/federal-technology-

grant-to-provide-e-cigs-for-inner-

city-students#sthash.iVQIfooS.dpuf

FEDER AL  CL ASSROOM 
TECHNOLOGY GR ANT GUAR ANTE ES 

E-CIGS FOR ALL  INNER CIT Y 
STUDENTS

T e c h n o l o g y  f i n a l ly  m a k e s 
i ts  w a y  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w h o 

n e e d  i t

By  Sarah Connor |  2014 08 03

Some of the lowest performing schools 
in the country received a pleasant 
surprise this week when word of a new 
Federal technology grant was announced 
to the public. Much like the suburban 
programs that provide iPads to students, 
this program will finally put electronic 
cigarettes in the hands of trouble youths 
that are desperate for technology in the 
classroom. It is expected that the move 
will a game-changer in evening the playing 
field between suburban and urban schools.

Emma Harris, a principal in one of 
Detroit’s worst school districts applauded 
the move. “ We’ve been fighting for years 
to get more advanced technology available 
to the kids. I never thought I would see 
the day when I could bring in the teachers 
for a meeting and tell them that we finally 
accomplished what we set out to do. We all 
just cried tears of joy.” . . .

A N S W E R S :

The URL should raise a 
question in your mind. Is 
rile a misspelling of real or 
someone’s name?

Does this sound like 
something the Federal 
government would do?

Actual media outlets would 
provide a hyperlink to the 
announcement because it 
is evidence of their claim.

A typo sometimes 
happens, but trouble where 
it should say troubled is the 
first of a few in this article.

Another typo—a missing 
word this time

Does it really sound 
possible that the 
government would think 
giving kids e-cigarettes 
is a good idea or that this 
is the kind of technology 
students needed? You 
could double-check by 
searching for other news 
outlets that might be 
reporting on the story.

A journalist reporting the 
facts would not typically 
refer to a school this way 
because worst is a loaded 
term. Instead they would 
give information about 
the school to indicate it 
is struggling—low test 
scores, lack of money, high 
dropout rates. However, 
they might quote someone 
else who calls it the worst.
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http://realnewsrightnow.com/2017/02/

beyonce-jay-z-launch-online-contest-

fans-submit-vote-baby-names/

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

BEYONCÉ, JAY Z  
TO LAUNCH ONLINE 

CONTEST TO 
DETERMINE BABY 

NAMES

F E B R U A R Y  3 1 ,  2 0 1 7  b y  R .  H O B B U S  J . D .

L O S  A N G E L E S ,  C a .—Less than 
twenty-four hours after Beyoncé’s 
earth-shattering announcement that she 
and Jay Z are expecting twins, a source 
close to Queen Bey has revealed that 
the superstar couple plans to launch an 
online contest in which fans can submit 
and vote on potential baby names, 
the entertainment news website TMZ 
reported on Thursday.

“The Carters have always felt a strong 
connection to their fans and this is a way 
for them to truly give something back,” 
the source told TMZ. The contest, which 
is scheduled to go live in the coming days 
via beyoncesbabynames.com, will begin 
with a three-week submission period 
followed by several days of voting. . . .

. . . A close friend of the Carter family, 
who spoke to Real News Right Now on 
condition of anonymity, has confirmed 
that the person responsible for 
submitting the winning names will 
receive a personal letter of gratitude 
from Beyoncé along with an invitation to 
be present for the twins’ delivery. . . .

The URL should raise flags 
because legitimate media 
outlets are not going to 
have to try to convince you 
they are real in the URL.

If TMZ really reported this 
story, then this article 
would include a hyperlink 
to the report. Since it does 
not, you could go to TMZ’s 
website to see if there is a 
report. There isn’t.

Although it may be true 
that they feel connected 
to their fans, does it seem 
likely that they would let 
the public pick names for 
their twins?

Even if it were possible 
the celebrity pair would 
turn baby naming over to 
their fans, does it seem 
like Beyoncé and Jay Z 
would allow a stranger 
into the delivery room for 
the birth, given what you 
know about them and their 
privacy?

You could click on this 
hyperlink to see if a real 
site exists.

First, February does not 
have thirty-one days in the 
month. Second, if you did 
a search on this writer’s 
name, you would find that 
no one with this name 
has written a real news 
article before, just a series 
of articles as suspicious 
as this one for the same 
website. Additionally, 
J.D. stands for Juris 
Doctor, which means the 
person has a law degree. 
Of course lawyers can 
turn into entertainment 
journalists, but it’s not 
very common and should 
lead you to do some more 
research.
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https://www.local10.com/news/florida/

plantation/gas-explosion-reported-

at-shopping-center-in-plantation

23 INJURED AFTER 
EXPLOSION REPORTED 

IN PLANTATION
2  P E O P L E  S E R I O U S LY  I N J U R E D, 

AU T H O R I T I E S  S AY

By Amanda Batchelor- 
Senior Digital  Editor,  
Roy Ramos-Reporter,  

Parker Branton-Reporter,  
Trent Kelly-Reporter

Posted :  12:00 PM, July 06,  2019

P L A N T A T I O N ,  F l a . —A total of 23 
people were injured Saturday during 
an explosion at a shopping center in 
Plantation, authorities confirmed.

Plantation Fire Department Deputy Chief 
Joel Gordon said two people suffered 
serious injuries in the blast that was 
reported just before 11:30 a.m. at the 
Market on University shopping center on 
South University Drive. . . .

Broward Health Medical Center officials 
confirmed an adult was taken to the 
hospital as a trauma alert. . . .

You might not have heard 
of this outlet before, so 
you would want to do an 
internet search to find 
some information about it.

You can quickly verify that 
this happened by checking 
with other news outlets, 
especially ones based in 
Florida, where the event is 
said to have taken place.

You can do a search on 
each of these people and 
see that they have all 
written many other news 
articles.

There are not hyperlinks to 
check, but the article cites 
an expert as evidence, 
and you could verify 
that he really is the fire 
department deputy chief 
by looking online.

Again, the authors cite 
experts as sources.

This gives you the exact 
location of the event, 
which is something you 
could easily verify by 
looking it up.
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E x e r c i s e :

P O L L I N G  P R A C T I C E

Here are two polls. Using the information in the previous chapter, and the 
checklist below, can you tell which one is credible?

P O L L  1 :

In 2017, this poll graphic accompanied an article with the headline kid 
rock ahead in hypothetical matchup with debbie stabenow. 

The following information was included in the article about the poll results:

Debbie Stabenow is the incumbent Democratic Michigan senator 
who is scheduled to defend her seat in 2018. Ritchie intends to 
run as a Republican who would likely have to defeat a crowded 
primary field to challenge Stabenow. The margin of error for 
the poll is 3.2% at 90% confidence. To gauge Ritchie’s chances 
in a hypothetical general election matchup, Delta Analytica 
conducted a poll from July 14–18 of 668 Michigan residents.13

Screenshot of poll graphic from article posted by Delphi Analytica on  
Medium.com on July 23, 2017
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C H E C K L I S T :

___ Includes the dates the poll was conducted

___ States the name of the polling firm

___ Lists question(s) the participants were asked

___ Shows the sample size

___ Gives the margin of error

___ Provides background on how the poll was conducted

___ Results match the claim made about the poll
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Screenshot posted on the Pew Research Center website on February 14, 2019

P O L L  2 :

This poll report came with a lengthy methodology note that included the 
following information:

This particular survey featured interviews with 920 teens ages 13 
to 17. Interviews were conducted online and by telephone from 
Sept. 17 to Nov. 25, 2018. . . . Sampling errors and statistical-
significance tests take into account the effect of weighting. The 
following table shows the unweighted sample sizes and the error 
attributable to sampling that would be expected at the 95% level 
of confidence for different groups in the survey:
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C H E C K L I S T :

___ Includes the dates the poll was conducted

___ States the name of the polling firm

___ Lists question(s) the participants were asked

___ Shows the sample size

___ Gives the margin of error

___ Provides background on how the poll was conducted

___ Results match the claim made about the poll
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___ Includes the dates the poll was conducted

___ States the name of the polling firm

___ Lists question(s) the participants were asked

___ Shows the sample size

___ Gives the margin of error

___ Provides background on how the poll was conducted

___ Results match the claim made about the poll

A N S W E R S :

P O L L  1 :  N O T  C R E D I B L E

There is a lot of information in Poll 1, but there are a couple 
of important red flags, such as the fact that it doesn’t include 
information on how the poll was conducted. Additionally, 44 percent of 
respondents said they did not know who they would vote for—a larger 
percentage than the other two responses. So the claim in the headline 
that Kid Rock was ahead isn’t accurate, given the large percentage of 
undecided voters. Once you noticed things were not quite right with 
this poll, you might want to do a little more investigating. If you did, 
you would discover that the website for Delphi Analytica went live just 
weeks before the poll was released and only ever conducted one more 
poll after this one.15 Their Medium page only had two followers and 
Delphi Analytica did not seem to know its own name: In the article with 
the results, they refer to themselves as “Delta Analytica.” These are 
not signs of a well-established polling firm that knows what it is doing.
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___ Includes the dates the poll was conducted

___ States the name of the polling firm

___ Lists question(s) the participants were asked

___ Shows the sample size

___ Gives the margin of error

___ Provides background on how the poll was conducted

___ Results match the claim made about the poll

P O L L  2 :  C R E D I B L E

The second poll report has all the key information we need to 
determine if the results are credible. By including things like sample 
size and margin of error, it lets us decide if there is sufficient 
evidence to support the overall claim—that young adults are 
most concerned about anxiety and depression. If we wanted to do 
additional research on the polling firm, we would quickly find that the 
Pew Research Center is a nonpartisan think tank (an organization of 
experts that researches and advocates certain political or economic 
issues) that has a long history of conducting polling and other 
research. In fact, you may have noticed that I have referenced their 
polls in previous chapters!
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E x e r c i s e :

H O W  W A S  I T 

P H O T O S H O P P E D ?

Study the following pictures. Each of them has been digitally altered in at 
least one way. Can you tell how? Circle the changes you find.

A N S W E R S :
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One thing has been changed in 
this photo, and that’s me! My 
picture was cut out and added. 
Although I’ve been on a lot of 
mountains, I have never seen this 
one. One clue that something is 
amiss is the lighting. I look like 
I have the sun shining right on 
me, but there does not seem to 
be any sun in the picture. Also, I 
look like I’m dressed for summer, 
Which doesn't make much sense 
given the cold, dark, and misty 
mountain scene behind me.

Two things have been edited 
into this photo. You would not 
necessarily need to know that 
dolphins do not live in Bali’s 
freshwater Lake Batur to see that 
it does not belong. If you look 
closely, you will notice that the 
dolphin looks too big compared 
to the size of the boat. The edges 
of the dolphin also look a little 
jagged—a key sign that someone 
edited the dolphin into the 
picture. Finally, the words Lake 
Batur were added to the top of 
the boat.

A N S W E R S :
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Two things have been edited in this photo. First, the numbers on the 
real clock are Roman numerals. You can tell because the font just 
does not look right. Also, this is Big Ben in London, England. So the 
American flag should definitely not be flying on that flagpole.
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E x e r c i s e :

T O  T R U S T  O R  N O T  T O 

T R U S T ?

Keeping in mind the tips we discussed earlier, can you identify whether 
each account is real or fake? You may not be sure about an account without 
doing some additional research to verify if the information the account 
gives about themselves is correct. In those cases, underline the informa-
tion you could follow up on to check if the account is real.
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Screenshot of Twitter account  
@PrinceHarry778 taken on  

September 28, 2019

FA K E .  You might be fooled into 
thinking that a locked account with a 
low follower number might be real—
maybe the prince likes his privacy. 
But the biggest sign that this is a 
fake account is that it is not verified. 
The blue-and-white circle icon is 
trying to fool you because it’s similar 
to the blue check mark. Someone 
as famous as Prince Harry would 
definitely have a verified account.

Screenshot of Shelly LaMonica’s Facebook 
page, taken on September 30, 2019

R E A L .  You might wonder if this page 
is real because the banner picture 
does look like it has been digitally 

altered (the edges around her 
hair and the banner are the clue) 
and the business only has a few 
recommendations. But to check, 
we could call the phone number 
provided. We could also do a search 
for the business and see if she is 
listed as an employee. If we did, 
we’d discover this page is real.

Screenshot of the NBC News Instagram 
page, taken on September 20, 2019

R E A L .  You can quickly see that this 
Instagram belongs to the real NBC 
News because of its verification. 
But there are other signs too. For 
example, click on the news stories 
and you’ll be taken right to the NBC 
website. The account also has 1.8 
million followers. A fake NBC would 
have to be pretty good to dupe that 
many people.

A N S W E R S :
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Screenshot of the Facebook profile for 
Holly West, taken on  
September 29, 2019

R E A L .  If you looked through 
Holly’s profile, you would quickly 
see she’s real. She lists things 
like where she lives, where she 
is from, and where she went to 
school. Holly also posts pictures 
of things she’s interested in, 
along with actual original 
content, rather than just sharing 
other people’s posts. You could 
double-check that she’s real 
by looking into the employer 
she lists right on her profile or 
where she went to school. In 
short, Holly’s account looks real 
because she posts the full range 
of human activities, including 
details you can verify.

Screenshot of Twitter account  
@KeanuCharlesr12, taken on 

September 29, 2019

FA K E .  The real Keanu Reeves 
would have a verified account 
and more than eighty-three 
followers. I think we can safely 
say he’d also know to capitalize 
his last name. Also, fake account 
creators will often post random 
pictures of things on their pages 
to simulate human behavior—in 
this case, a weird picture of the 
belly of an airplane.
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Screenshot of the Twitter page for  
@sunneversets100, taken on  

August 28, 2017

FA K E .  Between the creation 
of this account in November 
2016 and the time of this 
screenshot, less than a year 
later, the account tweeted 
203,000 times. That’s a little 
over seven hundred posts a day 
(or about one per minute during 
a twelve-hour period), way more 
than even the chattiest human 
posters. Also, the vast majority 
of these posts were retweets, 
rather than original content, 
and most were shares of articles 
by Russian government-owned 
news outlets.

Screenshot of Twitter user Tasman 
Kekai’s profile, taken on July 21, 2019

R E A L .  This account has an 
average number of tweets 
given when it was created, and 
most of the tweets are original 
content rather than retweets. 
You could also click on Tasman’s 
website link, where she gives 
more information about herself 
and links to her other social-
media accounts.
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E x e r c i s e :

S O R T I N G  T H R O U G H 

B R E A K I N G  N E W S

Below are actual tweets that appeared during a real breaking-news event 
in 2017—Hurricane Harvey. Look at each post and put a check mark next 
to the ones that look credible. Next, put a star next to each post that might 
be worth investigating further, along with a note of what you would want 
to look up to determine if it is a credible source of information. Finally, put 
an X next to any post you think you should discount completely.

TrueOrFalse_3P_2.24.20_v1.indd   281TrueOrFalse_3P_2.24.20_v1.indd   281 2/24/20   9:44 PM2/24/20   9:44 PM



-1—

0—

+1—

TrueOrFalse_3P_2.24.20_v1.indd   282TrueOrFalse_3P_2.24.20_v1.indd   282 2/24/20   9:44 PM2/24/20   9:44 PM



—-1

—0

—+1

TrueOrFalse_3P_2.24.20_v1.indd   283TrueOrFalse_3P_2.24.20_v1.indd   283 2/24/20   9:44 PM2/24/20   9:44 PM



-1—

0—

+1—

Screenshot of a tweet posted by  
@DontPanicBurns on August 26, 2017

STA R .  The picture from this post 
looks like it came from a weather 
app, but it is not clear which 
one, how old the image might 
be, or whether it is accurate. 
The poster does not appear to 
be from a media outlet and does 
not claim in the post to have 
personally taken the picture.  
The post also does not link to a 
news article. Because you do 
not know where the photo came 
from, you could ask the poster for 
their source or see if they explain 
in another post where they got 
the picture. You could also simply 
look up the weather report for the 
area yourself.

Screenshot of a tweet posted by  
@Mihero on August 26, 2017

C H E C K  M A R K .  The post shares 
an article from an actual media 
outlet about how one animal was 
braving the storm. The poster 
does not make any claim in the 
post other than what came from 
the headline. Posting a news 
article does not mean everything 
else the poster says on their 
account is true, but you know 
that the information in this post 
comes from an actual news 
source. If you were unfamiliar 
with the news outlet, you could 
do your own research to see if the 
source of the article is reliable.

A N S W E R S :
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Screenshot of tweet posted by Nicole 
Gomez on August 25, 2017

C H E C K  M A R K .  The post comes 
from an actual reporter who is 
sharing news from her media 
outlet about the event. The user 
is verified, meaning she is who 
she says she is. Once again, 
posting a news article does not 
mean everything else a poster 
says on their account is true, but 
you know this post comes from 
an actual news source. If you 
were unfamiliar with the reporter 
or her news outlet, you could do 
your own research to see if they 
are reliable.

Screenshot of tweet by Margaret 
Browning on August 25, 2017

X .  The post does not link to 
the Washington Post report it 
seems to be citing. You could 
do your own research to see if 
the newspaper reported what 
the account claims, but this 
particular post is probably 
worth ignoring altogether 
because the account makes 
a claim that doesn’t cite any 
sources and calls a reliable 
media outlet—the Washington 
Post—“#FakeNews.” Also, 
the account does not have a 
profile picture and still uses the 
alphanumeric username they’re 
assigned when they create their 
profile. Those two things are not 
always definitive indicators that 
an account might be a bot or a 
troll, but they are often signs 
that what they post might not be 
reliable.
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Screenshot of Tweet posted by John 
Moffitt on August 27, 2017

X .  The picture certainly looks like 
the results of a hurricane, but 
it’s not clear where the picture 
came from originally, where it 
was taken and when, what it is 
actually of, or why the poster has 
it. The poster does not appear 
to be from a media outlet and 
does not claim to have personally 
taken the picture. The post does 
not link to a news article and 
appears to be intended to support 
a personal view. You could ask 
the poster for their source or see 
if they explain in another post 
where they got the picture or do 
a search to see if you can find 
where they may have gotten the 
photo. If you are looking for news 
on the actual event, however, it 
may be better to ignore this post 
and look for photos from more 
reliable sources, like a trusted 
news outlet.

Screenshot of tweet by Trash Yorlang 
on August 26, 2017

STA R .  The poster implies that 
they took this picture from 
their own neighborhood, but it 
is difficult to verify where the 
picture really came from. The 
poster does not appear to be from 
a media outlet. It is important 
to remember that even a large-
scale event like a hurricane will 
not affect all areas or people the 
same way. While the poster may 
have experienced no flooding 
in the hurricane, this should not 
be taken as evidence that the 
hurricane did not have an impact. 
The problem with a post like this 
is that some people might see it 
and think it is safe to go out when 
really, their area might not be 
safe at all. The best thing to do is 
check in with local, trusted media 
sources or local emergency 
response organizations to see 
what areas have been affected.
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