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Olemaun’s scrapbook

I turned around to look at them where they stood, 
perched like birds of prey at the rail of the Immaculata.

We had all waited for so long to be reunited with our parents 
in Tuktoyaktuk. The shoreline of Tuktoyaktuk looks quite 
different today because the waters have risen so much.
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Olemaun’s father, Bertram, 
and mother, Lena.

When we passed the Hudson’s Bay Company store, my mother 
asked my father to stop and buy me some of the outsiders’ food. 
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There was also a chill in the tent, so I prepared the cook fire, 
thinking of what I might be able to make that I could stomach. 
This is what the interior of Margaret’s family’s tent would 
have looked like.

My spirits lifted when we made it to our canvas tent, which was set up 
on a wooden frame near a small lake a short way past the village.
This frame tent is similar to the one that Margaret’s family lived in.
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Most men in the North worked as trappers. The man 
pictured here is taking his fox pelts to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company post for trade. 

In the distance, the massive barge appeared, a stern-wheeler 
pushing it down the river across the bay toward the bank.
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My mother took me with her because she could not 
read and did not trust the clerk at the store.

My father was waiting for us at the site of our new home. The first house 
that Margaret’s father built was bought by the government and torn 
down. This is the second home he built, which was also bought by the 
government later and replaced by a school. 
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I saw a picture of Lena 
Horne when I was at the 
outsiders’ school and she 
is dark like that.

Margaret’s younger brother Ernest, who 
was known for his big, fat cheeks.
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An illustration from the 
book Gulliver’s Travels by 
Jonathan Swift, depicting 
Gulliver and the inhabit-
ants of Lilliput.

I passed the weeks that followed in solitude, or playing with the dogs. 
Families relied heavily on their dogs when dogsleds were the  
only available means of rapid land transportation. Today they  
use snowmobiles. 
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On the day the outsiders’ boat came back to gather up children, 
I hid under my parents’ bed. The journey to school was a long 
one, which meant the children could not return home during 
the school year.    

One of [Father’s] jobs in the winter was to cut chunks of ice 
from a local lake, to supply drinking water for the missionaries.
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Then I pulled up the anchor from 
the snow, tossed it on the sled, and 
raced around our cabin under the 
blue-green fronds of the northern 

lights. The northern lights are 
moving curtains of light, often 

green or greenish blue, that appear 
in the sky near the magnetic North 

Pole. Most often seen in March 
and September, their scientific 

name is aurora borealis. 

The RCMP hired men like 
my father, men who knew 
the land well and were 
skilled at surviving the dark 
days and harsh climate, as 
special constables. This man, 
like Margaret’s father, used 
his traditional knowledge 
about coping in the extreme 
environment to aid the 
rcmp, who were not as well 
equipped for it.
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Near the end of February, 
when light began popping its 
head up from the darkness for 
a brief moment each day like 
a sik-sik, my father told us 
to pack for a hunting trip to 
the Husky Lakes. Margaret’s 
family also traveled across 
land by dogsled.

The geese disappeared and the mouth of the Mackenzie 
River Delta swallowed up us weeping children.



120 Mabel at school in Aklavik.

Margaret’s family. From left to right are her father, holding 
Boogie; Molly; her mother, holding Frank, with Samantha in 
front of her; Margaret; and Elizabeth.


