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1.   What is behind the shaded rectangle?          

 A.    B. I have no idea.

2.  You are traveling in the country of Quine. A 

speaker of Quinean shows you this picture and 

says, “This is a Gavagai.” What is a Gavagai?

 A. A rabbit. B. How should I know?

3.  Complete the following sentence: “The giraffe had a very long ______.”

 A. Neck B. I’m stumped.

FIGURE 6.2

1.   What is behind the shaded rectangle?          

 A.    B.

Stop

 C. nude pictures of   

       Lindsay Lohan

2.  You are traveling in the country of Quine. A 

speaker of Quinean shows you this picture and 

says, “This is a Gavagai.” What is a Gavagai?

 A. grass  B. rabbit plus grass C. dinner

3.  Complete the following sentence: “The giraffe had a very long ______.”

 A. tongue  B. flight from Kenya C. history of drug abuse
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Some of the responses from a word-fragment experiment conducted by the psychologists 

Emily Pronin, Justin Kruger, Kenneth Savitsky, and Lee Ross. Each letter indicates a 

specific participant: answer “A” in column one was provided by the same person as answer 

“A” in column two, and so forth.

ANALYSIS OF OWN COMPLETIONS ANALYSIS OF OTHER PARTICIPANT’S 

COMPLETIONS

A. “I’m almost convinced that these are 

not at all revealing.”

A. “He doesn’t seem to read too much, 

since the natural (to me) completion 

of B _ _ K would be ‘book.’ BEAK 

seems rather random, and might 

indicate deliberate unfocus of mind.”

B. “I don’t agree with these word-stem 

completions as a measure of my 

personality.”

B. “I get the feeling that whoever did 

this is pretty vain, but basically a nice 

guy.”

C. “These word completions don’t 

seem to reveal much about me at all 

. . . random completions.”

C. “The person seems goal-oriented and 

thinks about competitive settings.”

D. “Some of the words I wrote seem to 

be the antithesis of how I view the 

world. For instance, I hope that I am 

not always concerned about being 

STRONG, the BEST, or a WINNER.”

D. “I have a feeling that the individual 

in question may be tired very often 

in his or her life. In addition, I think 

that he or she might be interested in 

having close personal interactions 

with someone of the opposite sex. 

The person may also enjoy playing 

games.”

E. “I don’t really think that my word 

completions reveal that much 

about me . . . occurred as a result of 

happenstance.”

E. “I think this girl is on her period . . . I 

also think that she either feels she or 

someone else is in a dishonest sexual 

relationship, according to the words 

WHORE, SLOT (similar to slut), 

CHEAT . . .”

F. “I think word completions are limited 

in this ability [to reveal anything 

about the subject].”

F. “He seems to focus on competition 

and winning. This person could be 

an athlete or someone who is very 

competitive.”

G. “For nearly every word-stem, only 

one possible solution came to 

mind.”

G. “If I had to guess, I’d say that this 

subject is a nature-lover type.”



The revised “Time-Out” checklist implemented at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 

following a wrong-site surgery in the summer of 2008.
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