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shed light on their characters. One person may cut the rib-

bon and tear off the wrapping paper. Another may work at

the knot in the ribbon and then ease off the Scotch tape and

fold the wrapping paper carefully before opening the box.

The third may hug the giver and put the gift aside to open

later. 

Pay attention the next few times you give people gifts.

Observe yourself when your birthday comes around.

Everybody goes about getting dressed differently. Your

older brother may try on each of his T-shirts before putting

on the same one he wore yesterday, and your little sister may

happily put on the shirt your mother picked out.

Everybody even has a slightly different way of brushing

teeth and combing hair. And so on.

Below is a neat tool for developing your characters, a

character questionnaire. When you use it, don’t limit yourself

to the space provided here. Expand as much as you need to.

Name:

Nickname, if any:

Kind of being (human, animal, extraterrestrial, fantasy

or fairy-tale creature):

Age:

Sex:
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Appearance:

Occupation, if applicable:

Family members:

Pets:

Best friend:

Describe his/her room:

Way of speaking:

Physical characteristics (posture, gestures, attitude):

Items in his/her pockets or backpack or purse:

Hobbies:

Favorite sports: 

Talents, abilities, or powers:

Relationships (how s/he is with other people):

Fears:

Faults:

Good points:

What s/he wants more than anything else:

For example, under “Way of speaking,” your character

may always speak a little too loudly, perhaps because her

father is hard of hearing. Or under “Physical characteristics,”

your character might check out his appearance whenever he

passes a mirror or even a darkened window in which he can
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