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Q&A with KIERA CASS
$

What was your favorite book growing up?
Oddly enough, I don’t remember having any favorites. 

I do know my parents got me these Disney books that also 

came with a tape that said the words aloud, so I could follow 

along before I could actually read. I also remember that I was 

able to read earlier than most of my friends, and I would read 

to the other kids at my day care.

That’s so funny. I’d forgotten about all of that until now. 

But I guess I liked books from the very start!

When did you realize you wanted to become a writer?
I kind of stumbled into it. I was going through some issues 

that I didn’t quite know how to handle, and one day I just 

decided I was going to give them to a character and see what 

she did. Reading is a big coping mechanism of mine, so a 

story seemed like the right way to go, and it ended up giving 

me a lot of clarity. I never finished that project because lots 

of characters started popping into my head with their own 

stories to tell. America was, I think, third in line, but one of 

the first who demanded I write her story down.
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What inspired The Selection?
The Selection was born out of wondering about the what ifs 

of other stories, mainly Esther (from the Bible) and Cinder-

ella. I wondered if Esther—before she was shipped off to the 

palace to compete for this king—maybe liked the boy next 

door. She wins, which is awesome, but even if she lost, she 

was never going home. Did she maybe care about someone 

else and have to let that love die? I’ve always been curious 

about her heart. And Cinderella never asked for a prince. She 

asked for a night off and a dress. We assume that she lived 

happily ever after because she got a man, but what if that 

wasn’t the case? What if being a princess was way more than 

she was prepared to deal with?

Those two thoughts married in my head, and I knew I 

wanted to write a story about a girl who would come from 

a humble background and would gain the attention of a 

prince, but she wouldn’t want him because she was already 

in love. And I knew that she would go through something 

that would show her more of the world than she was ever 

prepared to see, and that thing ended up being the Selection.

What’s been the best fan reaction to the series that you’ve received 
so far?

As far as real life goes, I had a reader come to a signing 

with her copies of The Selection and The Elite with about 

fifty sticky notes hanging out of each of them. Then she 

and maybe eight other people hung around afterward asking 

serious questions about the characters and the world. I had 
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no idea people would be paying so much attention. Also at 

that same signing a girl came with Coke Zero and Wheat 

Thins (my writing snacks of choice) attempting to bribe 

me to make sure America ended up with Aspen. So cute!

Online, Tumblr has shocked me! People have made 

incredible art, created role-playing sites, written fan fics, 

and come up with wonderful theories for the final book. 

It’s really cool because I do this alone in my office, so to 

see other people as excited as I am NEVER gets old. So 

much fun!

How do you choose names for your characters?
Almost all of them are rejected baby names. Amberly, 

Kamber, Tuesday, Emmica, and even America were all baby 

girl names that my hubby said no to. So I gave them to my 

fictional babies, where they’d be safe.

Every once in a while, I go hunting for a name. Aspen 

came about as I searched for a rugged but kind of romantic-

sounding name. Fact: I almost changed his name to Apsen 

because I kept spelling it wrong. And sometimes I borrow 

names from friends or from awesome readers. There are at 

least five names that have come from early fans across the 

three books.

What was the toughest part of the series to write?
As far as working goes, the entire second book was diffi-

cult. People had told me sequels were hard, but I was having 

none of it. I liked what was happening . . . but ended up 
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taking the entire middle of the book out. Twice. There are 

still days when I look for plot points in the story that never 

happened on paper.

As far as emotional writing, the last several chapters of The 
One were very hard to write on many levels for me.

What was the very first scene of The Selection that you wrote?
The very first line in the book. It was clear that this girl 

had just gotten a letter that was about to change her life, and 

she wanted nothing to do with it. The entire first book was 

written chronologically with me asking America, “So what 

happened next?” every time I got to the end of what felt like 

a chapter. The Elite was written in scenes and then all strung 

together, and with The One, I started at the end and worked 

my way backward.

Describe America in six words.
Beginning of Book One: Please don’t make me do this.

End of Book Two: Wait . . . can I really do this?

Describe Aspen in six words.
Beginning of Book One: I’ll never give up on you.

End of Book Two: Please don’t give up on me.

Describe Maxon in six words.
Beginning of Book One: God, I hope they like me.

End of Book Two: Wait, now who do I like?
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Which character in the series do you identify the most with?
May. I didn’t realize it until much later, but she and I 

would be absolute BFFs in real life. She’s almost fifteen, and 

all I want to do is look at magazines and listen to pop music 

with her. Not sure what that says about me as I’m in my thir-

ties, but I don’t even care. May is my girl.

Which character has surprised you the most in the series?
There were secrets about a lot of characters that I knew 

the whole time, so I wrote the first book through the eyes 

of the last. Not very much surprised me. But I will say, I 

didn’t expect Kriss to get so vocal. In my eyes, she was 

there to hang out in the background, but once everything 

between Maxon and America started going downhill, she 

elbowed her way to the front of my head and demanded 

her chance.

Which event has surprised you the most in the series? 
I knew Marlee had a secret early on, but it took me a 

while to figure out what it was and that it would be exposed. 

Once that became clear, I had to deal with the fact that she 

and Carter would be punished. I had to research canings, 

the types of rods used, the different styles of whippings, 

and the kind of injuries and scars it would leave behind.

Once I realized that was going to happen to Marlee, I 

had a hard time dealing with it. I would have to pause when 

I was writing, or I’d cry a little. I’m not sure if the event 

itself surprised me so much as me becoming aware of how 
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attached I was to these little people inside my head. I really 

do suffer with them.

Are any of the characters based on people you know?
Yes and no. I definitely take traits from people, or at least 

feelings I have associated with their names. I knew a very 

unkind Celeste as a child, so when this mean girl walked 

into the airport, I knew her name in an instant. And I’ve bor-

rowed tons of names from people I know, like my younger 

brother, Gerad. (For the record, though, he is very musical, 

and would be a pretty good Five.)

Probably the biggest pull is from Callaway, my husband. 

He’s asked several times if Maxon was based off him, and 

the truth is kind of . . . but not really. There’s a little bit of 

Callaway in every boy I write. How can there not be? He’s 

my example of love; he’s the guy I fell for. The things I find 

attractive in him tend to make their way to the page. Aspen’s 

passion and devotion? Callaway. Maxon’s nerdiness and 

sweetness? Callaway. Even the way Carter looks at people is 

shaded by the way Callaway does. I can’t help it!

Have you always known how America’s story would end?
Kind of. I self-published a book called The Siren in 2009, 

which followed a girl named Kahlen as she lived a temporary 

life of being a servant for the Ocean. Kahlen was a little bit-

ter about her circumstances and wanted everyone to know 

her story. If I asked her a question, she answered without fail.

When America piped up and told me I should tell her 
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story next, I thought she would be the exact same way: 

eager to tell me everything. But she’s a different person, and 

more often than not, I was putting words in her mouth. By 

the time I got to the end of the first book, I realized two 

things: One, I’d gotten her totally wrong and was going to 

have to go back and rewrite the book. And two, the person 

I thought she would end up with was not the person she  

actually chose.

I’d colored that decision based on my perception of her 

instead of taking the time to find out what she wanted. 

When I finally started to really hear her, it was obvious I was 

wrong. I can’t wait for the final book to come out so I can 

share everything that unfolded in the original ending. It was 

super dramatic! I mean, totally wrong, but crazy dramatic.

If you lived in Illéa, would you want to enter the Selection? 
It depends. Do I have an Aspen in my life? Is the prince 

up for grabs like Maxon? I think if I was a single girl, I’d 

maybe put my name in the running, but only if the prince 

in question seemed like a nice guy. I get that he’s looking for 

love, but so am I! However, if there was already a guy in my 

life . . . I don’t think I could.

Either way, I’d be an awful princess.

Where was America and Aspen’s first kiss?
In the tree house.

Aspen, being a few years older, had already kissed a few 

girls around town. All the Six girls really hoped to get ahold 
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of him, because, besides being absolutely handsome, Aspen 

had that “I could be bad but I choose not to be” air about 

him that always seemed to draw them in. None of those 

kisses really mattered, though, and when the spark kindled 

in his heart for America, he was determined to sweep her 

off her feet.

America, just about to turn fifteen, had never felt anything 

for anyone before, and she wasn’t really sure what to make 

of this boy she’d known her whole life but had avoided,  

suddenly filling up every spare inch in her head and heart.

After Aspen gave America the card at her birthday party, 

they met in the tree house about every other day for two 

weeks, talking, joking, and sharing those tiny little touches 

that feel like the world when you’re just learning some-

one likes you. By the end of the second week, Aspen really 

couldn’t take it anymore.

America was snuggled up next to him, with her head 

on his shoulder. On an impulse, Aspen cupped her cheek, 

turned her to him, and kissed her. Her eyes went wide, a 

little shocked to be receiving her first kiss, but Aspen held 

her there. It only took a few seconds for her to throw her 

arms around him and crawl in his lap. They did little else 

that night but kiss.

What is one thing about America that we wouldn’t know from reading  
the books?

There are probably a bunch of tiny things that readers 

don’t know, but I don’t realize they don’t know, because I 
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do, if that makes any sense. When a new detail pops up 

about Maxon or Aspen, it’s as much a shock to me as it is to 

anyone because I see the story through America’s eyes, not 

theirs. But it wouldn’t surprise me at all to be talking about 

America being half-Jewish and people being like, “Really?” 

But I’ve been looking at her family tree for years now, so it’s 

just obvious to me.

I feel like that’s a lame answer, but it’s true!
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THE CHOSEN GIRLS :  
A COMPLETE LIST OF THE SELECTED

$

• Marlee Tames from Kent, Four

• Elayna Stoles from Hansport, Three

• Tuesday Keeper from Waverly, Four

• Olivia Witts from Zuni, Three

• Fiona Castley from Paloma,Three

• Celeste Newsome from Clermont, Two

• Emmica Brass from Tammins, Four

• Samantha Lowell from Sonage, Three

• Tiny Lee from Dakota, Three

• Kriss Ambers from Columbia, Three

• Bariel Pratt from Sota, Two

• Ashley Brouillette from Allens, Three

• Janell Stanton from Likely, Three

• Amy Everheart from Atlin, Three

• Tallulah Bell from Hundson, Two

• Anna Farmer from Honduragua, Four

• Kayleigh Poulin from Sumner, Three

• Emily Arnold from Labrador, Three

• Elizabeth O’Brien from Fennley, Three

• Natalie Luca from Bankston, Four

• Lyssa Bow from Whites, Five

• Hannah Carver from Bonita, Five

• Elise Whisks from Angeles, Four

• Jenna Banks from Midston, Three

• Clarissa Kelley from Belcourt, Two

• C.C. Lands from St. George, Four

• Laila Toil from Panama, Four

• Reeli Tanner from Denbeigh, Four

• Mikaela Coveny from Calgary, Three

• Camille Astor from Baffin, Two

• Mia Blue from Ottaro, Three

• Zoe Peddler from Lakedon, Four

• Sosie Keeper from Yukon, Four

• Leah Sacks from Dominca, Three

• America Singer from Carolina, Five
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WHAT MAKES A ONE:  
THE LIST OF CASTES

$

A note from Kiera: This is a general idea of where professions 

fall within the castes described in The Selection. I realize it 

doesn’t cover every possible job on the planet, but hopefully 

this list makes the divisions a bit clearer.

Ones: Royalty, clergy

Twos: All celebrities, such as MTV-type musicians, 

professional athletes, actors, models; politicians 

as well as all officers in any policing, military, 

firefighting, or guarding position that are assigned 

by draft

Threes: Educators of any kind, philosophers, 

inventors, writers, scientists of any kind, doctors, 

veterinarians, dentists, architects, librarians, all 

engineers, therapists or psychologists, film directors, 

music producers, lawyers

Fours: Farm owners, jewelers, real-estate agents, 

insurance brokers, head chefs, project managers for 

construction, property/business owners for things 

like restaurants, shops, and hotels
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Fives: Classically trained musicians and singers, all 

artists, live theater actors, dancers, circus performers 

of any kind

Sixes: Secretaries, waitstaff, housekeepers, seamstresses, 

store clerks, cooks, drivers

Sevens: Gardeners, construction workers, farmhands, 

gutter or pool cleaners, almost all outdoor workers

Eights: The mentally or physically unwell (particularly 

if there is no one to care for them), addicts, 

runaways, the homeless



AMERICA SINGER’S FAMILY TREE
$

SINGER
~2024

Alicia (Cohen)
Singer • 5

Alex (Cohen)
Singer • 5

Jacob
Singer 

• 5

Betsy
Singer 
• 5/4

Louis
Shoppe

• 4

Arthur
Singer 

• 5

Cohen
Singer 

• 5

Mariah 
Turner 

• 5

Paz
Singer 

• 5

Shalom
Singer 

• 5

Kenna
Singer 
• 5/4

Astra
Orders

• 4

James
Orders

• 4

Kota
Singer 

• 5

America
Singer 
• 5/3

May
Singer 

• 5

Gerad
Singer 

• 5

Magda
Lines
• 5

Emmit
Singer

• 5

Samantha
Singer

• 5

Alexis 
Singer

• 5

Amelia
Keys
• 5

Elle Foutley
• 3/5

Marcus 
(Andrews) Stage

• 5



15

A note from Kiera: Alicia and Alex Cohen were twenty-

two and twenty-four respectively when their father died in 

World War Four. Alex had just finished studying at Julliard 

while his sister was getting ready to enter medical school. 

When he got the notice that his name was being changed to 

Singer, and that he was now a Five, he didn’t understand it, 

and disregarded the letter. The caste system was only some-

thing those in the upper tiers really knew about until after 

it happened.

His new fiancée, Elle, thought nothing of it, not caring 

that she was supposedly a Three now, but when the system 

rigidly locked down and her teaching license was revoked, 

she was heartbroken. Alicia was immediately kicked out of 

school and told she was an artist.

The Singer family tree is the most typical of those in Illéa. 

They’ve almost entirely married within the same caste and 

died relatively young. Even though their status is low, the 

Singer family is attractive and talented, so they do as best as 

a family of Fives could expect.

America’s parents met while working. When Shalom sold 

six pieces to a wealthy Two, the man held a party to show off 

his new purchases, and Shalom was there to explain his art. 

Magda was hired to play piano in the background, and he 

was instantly drawn to her talent. She ignored his advances, 

hoping to marry up a caste or two, but eventually succumbed 

to his charm and attention.

Once Shalom and Magda started having children, the 

stress of the finances drove a wedge between them. While 
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there has always been love in their marriage, there has also 

been a constant worry over money. Magda’s greatest triumph 

to date is America gaining the status of a Three, and while 

America is away at the palace, Magda rubs it in the face of 

any of the families that have ever been unkind to them. It’s 

only in the quietest times of their life that Magda can truly 

show Shalom that she still loves him.

America looks at love much the way her father does. She 

looks at a lot of things the way her father does and has always 

favored him.

Had the caste system not fallen into place, America’s last 

name would be Cohen.



ASPEN LEGER’S FAMILY TREE
$

GILLESPI / MERCER/ LEGER
~2024

Ava
Stevens
• 3/4

Blake
Stevens

• 3

Logan
Gillespi
• 3/4

Manning
Gillespi

• 4

Orin
Gillespi

• 4

Noah
Mercer

• 4

Lena
Mercer
• 4/6

Aspen
Leger
• 6/2

Beckner
Leger

• 6

Kamber
Leger

• 6

Celia
Leger

• 6

Reed
Leger

• 6

Jemmy
Leger

• 6

Ivy
Leger

• 6

Elec
Leger

• 6

Invir
Leger

• 6

Ledelle
Mercer

• 4

Lora
Mercer

• 4

Lola
Mercer

• 4

Alex
Polter

• 3

Shane
Polter

• 3

Lena
Polter

• 3

Gareth
Stevens

• 3
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A note from Kiera: Aspen’s family was almost untouched by 

the original caste implementation. Ava and Logan Gillespi  

lived a quiet life as Threes. They were both writers, and 

were devoutly patriotic. One of their neighbors was caught 

harboring rebels, and Gregory Illéa sentenced that family to 

Eights and made everyone on their block drop a caste, as he 

assumed someone must have known about the illegal activi-

ties and didn’t tell.

The Gillespies, new to being Fours, made friends with 

the Mercers, a family who owned a restaurant. Seeing that 

as a viable option, they pooled their resources into opening a 

restaurant of their own, and their daughter, Orin, eventually 

married the Mercers’ son, Noah. Orin and Noah had four 

daughters while, unbeknownst to them, Orin’s parents saved 

so that the oldest daughter, Lena, could buy her way back to 

the Three status the family should have, and help the rest of 

her siblings.

Lena took the money . . . but spent most of it to pay 

for the fine so she could marry a server in their restaurant, 

a young man with brilliant green eyes named Elec Leger. 

They quietly endured the waiting period, married in secret, 

and returned to tell Lena’s parents.

Lena was unceremoniously kicked out of her family, left 

with no one but Elec. They were homeless for five months 

before they both could save enough to get a small apartment, 

and that tiny home was soon full of children—very loved 

children.

Aspen watched his father die from a sickness he couldn’t 
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even name because they were too broke to visit a doctor for 

a diagnosis. Within a month of falling ill, Elec was dead.

Lena mourned the loss of her husband deeply. But even 

though she was now parenting seven children alone with 

very little income, she never regretted her choice to marry 

Elec. There are no pictures of Aspen’s father, but his things 

are around the house, and Aspen will often find his mother 

cleaning of a knickknack of his and lovingly setting it back 

in its place.

But Aspen also watches as she works herself to the bone. 

And that is the main reason he second-guesses his life with 

America. He loves her with a singular devotion, but in his  

eyes there’s a huge difference between being born into  

his lifestyle and descending into it.

Prior to the caste system, the Leger family name was 

Huntington.



MAXON SCHREAVE’S FAMILY TREE
$

ILLÉA/ SCHREAVE
~2024

Katherine
Illéa
• 1

Ainsley
Station
• 4/1

Aaron
Station
• 4/1

Brenton
Schreave II

• 1

Henry
Schreave

• 1

Porter
Schreave

• 1

Clarkson
Schreave

• 1

Maxon
Schreave

• 1

Nicole
Islay
• 2/1

Emil de
Monpezat

• 1

Antonella 
de Illéa de Monpezat

• 1

Spencer
Illéa
• 1

Adele
Station
• 4/1

Damon
Illéa
• 1

Amberley
Station
• 4/1

Grace
Lowell
• 2/1

Justin
Illéa
• 1

Abby
Tamblin

• 3/1

Abby
Illéa
• 3/1

Bethany
Schreave

• 1

Brenton
Schreave

• 1

Elizabeth
Feller

• 1

Gregory
Illéa
• 1
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A note from Kiera: The Schreaves have the typical drama of a 

royal family. Gregory always considered himself a cut above 

his closest friend, Brenton Schreave, but needed someone to 

bounce ideas off, and Brenton was his most suitable option. 

Gregory married Brenton’s sister Bethany and began hav-

ing children years before his transition into power. By the 

time he was in charge, he had tired of the responsibilities of 

being a husband and father. It’s rumored the fall that took 

Bethany’s life was more a suicide attempt than an accident.

Gregory arranged the marriage of his oldest child, Kath-

erine, to the prince of Swendway, securing his role as king 

before turning to his sons. When Spencer mysteriously died 

a few years after his sister’s marriage, all eyes fell to Damon, 

the youngest Illéa. With the nation’s morale at a low after two 

royal deaths, a poor economy, and a mass of the citizens upset 

over the newly implemented caste system, the Selection was 

created to begin the new royal line and appease the public.

The first Selection was a complete setup. Damon slept 

with half the girls before sending them home the next day, 

eventually settling with Grace, who was his father’s pick. 

Abby, the winner of the second Selection, liked Prince Justin 

just fine, but was more attracted to his cousin, Porter. They 

conspired together to kill Justin, and Gregory, who was close 

to death, encouraged her to marry Porter to continue the 

royal lineage.

Abby humbly accepted Porter’s proposal, and she was 

pregnant with his son well before the wedding. But their 

passion for each other soon faded. If Abby could so easily 
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dispose of her first husband, why not her second? Porter kept 

his distance, and their only son, Clarkson, grew up in a home 

full of screaming, accusations, and occasional violence.

Amberly was the star of her Selection, not because of her 

beauty or power, but because of her calming nature. The 

opposite of everything Clarkson had ever known, he was 

drawn to her from the start. When a small uprising hap-

pened in the south, Clarkson suggested to his father that 

marrying a girl from a lower caste might appease them, and 

their marriage did soothe some of the public.

Clarkson, however, has never overcome his trust issues. 

Amberly sees more than anyone else, but still doesn’t know 

everything. Clarkson keeps his family under his control 

because he thinks it’s normal. Amberly genuinely loves her 

husband and overlooks his f laws, and it’s her disposition that 

keeps Maxon from completely following his father’s example.
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THE SELECTION :  
THE OFFICIAL PLAYLIST

$

“Fairytale” by Sara Bareilles

“I don’t care for your fairytales.”
“I didn’t want to be royalty. And I didn’t want to be a One. 

I didn’t even want to try.”—Chapter 1

“Dirty Little Secret” by The All-American Rejects

“I’ll keep you, my dirty little secret. Don’t tell anyone or you’ll 
be just another regret.”

“So us being this personal and out well past Illéa’s cur-

few . . . we could both get in serious trouble. Not to 

mention the hell I’d get from my mother.”—Chapter 2

“What You Wish For” by Guster

“And what you wish for won’t come true. You aren’t surprised, 
love, are you?”

“‘You know I can only agree to sign up, right? I can’t make 

them pick me?’

‘Yes, I know. But it’s worth a shot.’”—Chapter 3

“Good-bye to You” by Michelle Branch

“You were the one I loved, the one thing that I tried to hold on to.”
“He pulled me in tight and kissed me—really kissed 
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me—one last time. Then he disappeared into the night. 

And because this country is the way it is, because of all 

the rules that had kept us in hiding, I couldn’t even call 

out after him. I couldn’t tell him I loved him one more 

time.”—Chapter 5

“Big Casino” by Jimmy Eat World

“I’ll accept with poise, with grace, when they draw my name 
from the lottery.” 

“‘Miss America Singer of Carolina, Five.’”—Chapter 5

“All I Wanted” by Paramore

“I could follow you to the beginning, just to relive the start.” 
“‘I hate him! I loved you! I wanted you; all I ever wanted 

was you!’”—Chapter 6

“Made for You” by One Republic

“Can you feel all the love, like it was made for you?”
“The crowd was wild with joy. These would be the people  

we lived the closest to, and they were all looking  

forward to catching the first glimpses of the girls 

coming to town. One of us would be their queen 

someday.”—Chapter 8

“Fences” by Paramore

“You’re always on display for everyone to watch and learn from. 
Don’t you know by now?”

“Sure enough, teams of people with cameras were 
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wandering around the room, zooming in on girls’ 

shoes, and interviewing them.”—Chapter 9

“The Middle” by Jimmy Eat World

“Hey, don’t write yourself off yet. It’s only in your head you feel 
left out.”

“‘I’m not mysterious,’ I interrupted. 

‘You are a little. And sometimes people don’t know whether 

to interpret silence as confidence or fear. They’re look-

ing at you like you’re a bug so maybe you’ll feel like 

you are one.’”—Chapter 10

“Mercy” by One Republic

“All I wanted to do, is fall apart now.”
“‘Circumstances being what they are, I haven’t had the 

opportunity to fall in love. Have you?’ 

‘Yes,’ I said matter-of-factly.”—Chapter 10

“It’s a Disaster” by OK Go

“It’s a disaster. It’s an incredible mess.”
“I couldn’t even look him in the eye. I didn’t know how 

to explain I had been prepped to expect a dog, that 

the darkness and privacy made me feel strange, that I’d 

only ever been alone with one other boy and that was 

how we behaved.”—Chapter 12

“Let the Flames Begin” by Paramore

“This is how we dance when, when they try to take us down.”
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“It didn’t take more than that for me to comprehend. There 

were rebels inside the grounds.”—Chapter 13

“Two Sisters” by Fiction Plane

“Gorgeous eyes, to the right, to the left of me.”
“He’d seen at least a dozen girls based on their smiles. We’d 

spent the better part of the evening together last night, 

and all he did was make me cry. What kind of friend 

held those kinds of secrets while making me spill all my 

own?”—Chapter 16

“A Beautiful Mess” by Jason Mraz

“I like being submerged in your contradictions, dear, ’cause here 
we are, here we are.”

“I didn’t expect it, but a warmth filled me. 

He’d wanted his first kiss to be with me.”—Chapter 18

“The Bones of You” by Elbow

“But I love the bones of you, that I will never escape.”
“He was alien and familiar at once. So many of the things 

around him seemed wrong. But those eyes . . . those 

were Aspen’s eyes.”—Chapter 20

“A Little Less Sixteen Candles, A Little More ‘Touch 

Me’” by Fall Out Boy

“I confess, I messed up, dropping ‘I’m sorry’s like you’re still around.”
“He stopped in front of my bed and quietly laid the staff he 

was holding on the ground. ‘Do you love him?’ 
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I looked into Aspen’s deep eyes, barely visible in the dark. 

For a split second, I didn’t know what to say. 

‘No.’”—Chapter 22

“Faint” by Linkin Park

“Don’t turn your back on me, I won’t be ignored.”
“‘We’re under attack. We have to get you to the base-

ment.’”—Chapter 23

“All At Once” by the Fray

“There are certain people you just keep coming back to. She is 
right in front of you.”

“‘If this were a simpler matter, I’d have eliminated everyone 

else by now. I know how I feel about you.’”—Chapter 24

“Mexican Standoff” by Elbow

“Shifting my weight now from foot to foot. What did she see in 
this man?”

“‘So you’re choosing him over me?’ he asked miserably. 

‘No, I’m not choosing him or you. I’m choosing me.’”  

—Chapter 25

“Spinning” by Jack’s Mannequin

“I lost my place but I can’t stop this story.”
“I pulled back the covers and leaped into the morning.” 

—Chapter 25
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“I Won’t Give Up” by Jason Mraz

“’Cause even the stars they burn, some even fall to the earth.”
“He was graciously giving me time to move on while 

attempting to find someone else he’d be happy with in 

the event I couldn’t ever love him. 

As he moved his head, inhaling just above my hairline, 

I considered it. What would it be like to simply love 

Maxon?

‘Do you know when the last time was that I really looked 

at the stars?’ he asked.”—Chapter 1

“Secret” by the Pierces

“If I show you, then I know you won’t tell what I said.”
“‘Well, how about this? You can take the book and keep it 

for a few days.’ 

‘Am I allowed to do that?’ I asked in awe. 

‘No.’ He smiled.”—Chapter 3

“Animal” by Neon Trees

“Here we go again. I kinda wanna be more than friends.”
“In a split second, I realized that the thought of Maxon 
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being in love with someone else made me so jealous I 

couldn’t stand it.”—Chapter 4

“You Found Me” by Kelly Clarkson

“You broke through, all of my confusion.”
“In Aspen’s eyes I saw a thousand different endings to 

that sentence, all of them connecting him to me. That 

he was still waiting for me. That he knew me bet-

ter than anyone. That we were the same. That a few 

months at the palace couldn’t erase two years. No 

matter what, Aspen would always be there for me.”  

—Chapter 6

“On Fire” by Switchfoot

“I’m standing on the edge of me, I’m standing on the edge.”
“For that moment, it felt like we were the only two people 

in the world.”—Chapter 8

“The Pretender” by Foo Fighters

“I’m finished making sense, done pleading ignorance.”
“I hopped over the railing, clumsy in my dress and heeled 

shoes. ‘Marlee! Marlee!’ I screamed, running as quickly 

as I could. I almost got to the steps; but two guards 

caught up with me, and that was a fight I couldn’t 

win.”—Chapter 9
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“Love Doesn’t Last Too Long” by The Weepies

“And I wish I was wrong, but love doesn’t last too long.”
“‘America, I know you’re upset, but please? I told you; 

you’re the only one. Please don’t do this.’”—Chapter 10

“Hit Me With Your Best Shot” by Pat Benatar

“You don’t fight fair, but that’s okay, see if I care.”
“Celeste looked over her shoulder just in time to see me 

lunge at her.”—Chapter 11

“Endlessly” by The Cab

“I’m no angel, I’m just me, but I will love you endlessly.”
“‘It’s just the way it is. The sky is blue, the sun is bright, and 

Aspen endlessly loves America.’”—Chapter 12

“The Best Imitation of Myself” by Ben Folds

“Maybe I’m thinking myself in a hole, wondering who I am 
when I ought to know.”

“I was excluded, perhaps on purpose, and no one even 

noticed. 

I held it together through the Report. I even made it through 

dismissing my maids. But once I was alone, I broke 

down.”—Chapter 14

“Apocalypse Please” by Muse

“Declare this an emergency. Come on and spread a sense of urgency.”
“But I could feel an urgency tonight. Something might go 

wrong and this could be our last kiss.”—Chapter 15
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“Good Time” by Owl City

“Doesn’t matter when, it’s always a good time then.”
“When I raised my glass to our guests, they shrieked with 

delight, downing their glasses and then throwing them 

against the walls. Kriss and I weren’t expecting that and 

shrugged before tossing ours as well.”—Chapter 19

“Never Say Never” by The Fray

“Picture, you’re the queen of everything. As far as the eye can 
see, under your command.”

“That was the question, wasn’t it? I still didn’t know if I 

could do the job, but I wasn’t sure I wanted to give 

up on it. And seeing this kindness in Maxon shifted 

my heart. There was still so much to consider, but I 

couldn’t give up. Not now.”—Chapter 20

“They Don’t Know About Us” by One Direction

“They don’t know what we do best. It’s between me and you, 
our little secret.”

“‘Maxon doesn’t exactly know we’re competing, so he 

might not be able to try as hard. But then, I have to 

hide, so it’s not like I can give you everything he can. 

It’s not really a fair fight either way.’”—Chapter 22

“Believe in What You Want” by Jimmy Eat World

“Your camera f lash on us, meaningless.”
“I decided I couldn’t ask Maxon about the diary yet. He 

seemed so humble about these things—the way he 
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led, the kind of king he wanted to be—that I couldn’t 

demand answers from him that I wasn’t anywhere close 

to sure he had.”—Chapter 24

“Feeling Sorry” by Paramore

“And I’m getting bored waiting ’round for you. We’re not getting 
any younger.”

“Maxon shook his head. ‘That’s not acceptable. I need an 

answer. Because I can’t send someone who really wants 

this—who really wants me—home if you’re going to 

bail out in the end.’”—Chapter 25

“That’s What You Get” by Paramore

“If I ever start to think straight, this heart will start a riot  
in me.”

“ ‘Are we seriously fighting over some stupid project?’ 

I turned on him. ‘No. We’re fighting because you don’t get 

it either.’”—Chapter 26

“Ex-Girlfriend” by No Doubt

“I kinda always knew I’d end up your ex-girlfriend. I hope I 
hold a special place with the rest of them.”

“I kept waiting for him to tell her to get off him, to tell her 

she wasn’t what he wanted. But he didn’t. Instead he 

kissed her.”—Chapter 26
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“Brick by Boring Brick” by Paramore

“We’ll dig a deep hole, to bury the castle.”
“I inhaled. ‘I think we should eliminate the castes.’”

—Chapter 27

“Ruled by Secrecy” by Muse

“Change in the air, and they’ll hide everywhere.”
“And then, like bees intent on landing, small, quick things 

buzzed into the hall. A guard was struck and fell back, 

his head hitting the marble with a disturbing crack. 

The blood pouring from his chest made me scream.” 

—Chapter 28

“Poison and Wine” by The Civil Wars

“I don’t have a choice, but I still choose you.”
“It wasn’t like I made his world better. It was like I was his 

world. It wasn’t some explosion; it wasn’t fireworks. 

It was a fire, burning slowly from the inside out.”  

—Chapter 29

“Mercy” by Duffy

“Now you think that I, will be something on the side.”
“Kriss was my toughest competition, but she was also the 

closest friend I had here.”—Chapter 31


