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Survival Phrases - German (Part 1)
Lessons 1-30

Stop! Before you go on...Learn more German at GermanPod101.com!

Get your FREE Lifetime Account at www.GermanPod101.com/survival1 now!

Learn twice as much, twice as fast with Survival

Phrases - German and GermanPod101.com together!

In fact, most people who learn with Survival

Phrases - German become members of GermanPod101.com.

It's FREE to join, and you'll get a special GermanPod101.com member only training guide: 10
Best Ways to Learn German Fast.

So what are you waiting for?

Click here to get your FREE Lifetime Account in less than a minute!

Dear Valued Customer,

Start speaking German in minutes, and grasp the language, culture and customs in just minutes
more with Survival Phrases - German, a completely new way to master the basics of German!
Survival Phrases - German will have you speaking with proper pronunciation from the very first
lesson and arm you with cultural insight and other information to utterly shock and amaze your
friends travel companions and people you meet along the way.

In Survival Phrases - German you will master German and protocol for the following situations:

Part 1 (Lessons 1-30)

★ Basic Greetings, etiquette and manners

★ Basic survival communication for every situation

★ Ordering the food you want at restaurants

★ Table manners that will impress!

http://www.survivalphrases.com
http://www.GermanPod101.com/survival1
http://www.GermanPod101.com/survival1
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★ Basic Counting

★ Internet Cafe, not as easy as you think!

★ Finding your way in the local market and SHOPPING

★ Money exchange and tips on money usage

★ Taking the subway, long distance trains, and buses with confidence

Be sure to read the lesson notes for additional tips and information that will make learning basic
German and German culture even easier.

Best regards,

Survival Phrases - German

P.S. Don't miss your opportunity to get something for nothing!

Go to GermanPod101.com/survival1 and sign up for your

FREE lifetime account and learn even more German.

P.P.S. Continue on with Survival Phrases - German (Part 2) Lessons 31-60 also available for
purchase.

In Part 2 the following are just a few of the topics you'll master:

★ Taking a taxi without being taken advantage of

★ Getting around and asking directions and actually understanding the answer!

★ Learning German using German, and making lots of friends in the process

★ Making the most of a hotel stay, and exploring alternatives to the beaten path

★ Visiting the Post office and mailing thing home

★ Phone rentals and phone cards, don't travel without one!

★ Critical phrases for vegetarians and allergy suffers!

★ Talking to the doctor and explaining symptoms correctly

★ Getting the right medicine

★ Expressing yourself with adjectives and being understood

★ Home visits and proper protocol that will "wow" hosts

★ Getting help, this may be the most useful phrase you ever learn

http://www.survivalphrases.com
http://www.GermanPod101.com/survival1
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Lesson 1: Thank You!
Danke schön

LESSON NOTES

In Germany manners and etiquette are very important. "Please," "Thank You," and "You're
Welcome" are parts of everyday interactions and should be used often. In most cases a simple
danke will suffice however just like in English there are many ways to say thank you.

In Germany "Thank you." is danke schön. The first word of the phrase danke means thanks. This
is followed by schön, which in German is "beautiful".

Now in German there are other ways to express one’s gratitude. There are more formal and
more casual ways to do this. Let’s take a look at the casual way.

In German the casual way of expressing gratitude, the equivalent of “Thanks” is danke. This
phrase is used among friends, in other casual situations, continue on with more examples if
possible.

On the other hand, for very special occasions when someone goes above and beyond the call of
being kind, when someone is extremely generous, or for any other time you're extremely grateful,
we have the following phrases to express extreme gratitude:

The first one is vielen Dank or "many thanks". The first word vielen means "many" in English.
Next is herzlichen Dank, or "heart felt thanks" in English.

In a formal situation it is important to address people in the formal Sie and Ihnen forms. This
is especially important if you don't know the person, in business settings, or any case when
more distance is required. A good example would be meeting a professor, an employer, or in a
business meeting.

In these situations a simple danke is by no means rude, however using the formal Ich danke
Ihnen is more common and more appropriate. Now let's go over that one once more. The first
word Ich is German for "I". Then danke, and the last word Ihnen which is the formal form for the
English "you". To review the formal form of "thank you" is Ich danke Ihnen.

These phrases are important and easy to use everyday. So wherever you go in Germany always
remember to say danke.

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
danke schön danke schoen Thank you, cheers
danke, Dank danke, Dank Thanks
herzlichen herzlichen Hearty, heart felt
ich ich I
Ihnen Ihnen you (formal)

QUICK TIP

It’s always a good thing to say danke or danke schön after any helpful interaction. In formal
situations because of the formal pronouns Sie and Ihnen the best way to say thank you is
ich danke Ihnen. You can use this form anytime you are not familiar with the person you are
thanking.

QUICK TIP 2

The German language has a set of vowels that we don’t have in English. These vowels are
topped with two points above the letter called an Umlaut. We see this in the vowel ö in schön.
You may be familiar with the song Danke Schön by Wayne Newton where the word schön is
mispronounced “shane” in order to rhyme with pain. The correct way to pronounce this vowel is
with your lips slightly more closed like you’re about to whistle. The closest sound in English would
be the word “earn”.

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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Lesson 2: You're Welcome
Bitte schön

LESSON NOTES

Just like "Thank You" and "You're Welcome" go together in English, the same goes in German.
Anytime some one tells you danke, or danke schön in any form, bitte or bitte schön is also
expected.

In German "You're welcome." is bitte schön. The first word bitte means both "please" and "you're
welcome". This is followed by schön, which in German is "beautiful". So to recap here, we have
bitte schön. Literally this means "beautiful request".

Another way of responding to a phrase of gratitude is gern geschehen which means "with
pleasure". The first word gern means "With pleasure", or "gladly". It is followed by geschehen,
which in German is "to happen", or "to occur". So to recap here, we have gern geschehen.
Literally this means "Done with pleasure".

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
bitte schön bitte schoen you're welcome, here you are
gern gern gladly
geschehen geschehen to happen, to occur
gern geschehen gern geschehen with pleasure

QUICK TIP

With bitte and bitte schön there is no formal or informal use. Bitte is the short way to say "you're
welcome". The Germans use bitte for "please", it's all a matter of context.

QUICK TIP 2

You can also use bitte schön when you are giving someone something. For example; you are
asked to pass the butter, as you hand the butter to the person you can say bitte schön, which in
this case means "here you are".

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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Lesson 3: Please (This Please)
Bitte

LESSON NOTES

In English, please is arguably the most important word you can know and even more so in
Germany. A little "bitte" can go a long way. It is one of the more useful words in the German
language. It means, please, here you are, and you're welcome.

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
bitte bitte please
dieses dieses this
das das that

QUICK TIP

To avoid misunderstandings you should always use "bitte" whenever you ask for something,
otherwise you might sound like you are just giving orders.

QUICK TIP 2

"Bitte" is a word that expresses politeness, friendliness, and attention, And should be used for
every request of help, support and service.

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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Lesson 4: Basic Greetings
hallo

LESSON NOTES

In Germany there are four main greetings. Hallo, is the most general greeting and can be used
anytime. There are also different greetings for different times of the day. “Guten Morgen” or
“Morgen” is the greeting used before noon. “Guten Tag” or simply “Tag”, is the afternoon greeting
but can be used throughout the day. After about six o’clock you can use the evening greeting,
“guten Abend” or “Abend”.

“Hallo”, just like its English counterpart, can be used anytime of the day and in any circumstance.
Like any greeting, it is customary that when one is greeted, one returns the greeting. So, if
someone says “Hallo” to you in Germany, you would say “hallo” or any of the other three
greetings we’ve learned today.

With “guten Morgen”, “guten Tag” and “guten Abend” the “guten” is often dropped, leaving just
“Morgen”, “Tag” and “Abend”. The most universal of these greetings is by far “guten Tag”. This is
a fairly general greeting meaning “Good day”, and you will hear it throughout the day.

PHRASES

German Romanized English
guten Morgen guten Morgen good morning
guten Tag guten Tag good day
guten Abend guten Abend good evening

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
hallo hallo hello
guten guten good
Morgen(m) Morgen morning
Tag(m) Tag day
Abend(m) Abend evening
Grüß(m) Gruess greetings
Gott(m) Gott god

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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QUICK TIP

In some parts of Germany they use different greetings. In Bavaria a very common greeting
is “Grüß Gott”, which means “greet god" (The symbol in the word “Grüß” is a double s and is
pronounced like a long s) . If you're not sure how to greet someone a simple “hallo” will never fail
you.

QUICK TIP 2

In German all nouns are capitalized. You can see here as well as in the vocabulary lists how they
are written. Also, unlike English with it’s single article “the”, German has three definite articles:
der (masculine), die (feminine), and das (neutral). You will see that these sometimes change
depending on the gender of the noun, whether it is singular or plural and it’s case (nominative,
genitive, dative and accusative). The vocabulary lists will always note the gender of each noun
with the first letter of the gender: (m) masculine, (f) feminine, and (n) neutral.

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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Lesson 5: Parting Greetings (Goodbye)
tschüß tschuess

LESSON NOTES

Today we'll introduce parting greetings.

A parting expression that can be used for all occasions is "tschüß" which means "bye".

Another parting expression is "auf Wiedersehen". This phrase can be used on all occasions. The
first word "auf" means upon. It is followed by "Wiedersehen". "Wieder" in English is "again".

When parting or saying goodbye at night there is the greeting "gute Nacht".

Let's take a look at the components. The first word "gute" means "good". This is followed by
"Nacht", which in English is "night".

In German the way of saying goodbye on the phone is "auf Wiederhören". We’ve already worked
on auf, which means "upon" in English. "Hören" is the German word for hear. "auf Wiederhören""
in English literally means "hear you later".

In German a more casual way of saying goodbye is "bis später". "Bis" means "until" in German.
And "später" is "later". When you say "bis später" you are literally saying "until later".

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
tschüß tschuess bye
auf auf upon
Wiedersehen(n) Wiedersehen reunion
wieder wieder again
sehen sehen see
Wiederhören(n) Wiederhoeren good bye(telephone-formal)
hören hoeren hear
gute gute good
Nacht(f) Nacht night
bis bis until
später spaeter later

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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QUICK TIP

In Bavaria (or "Bayern" in German) the word “tschüß” is rarely used. Instead, when Bavarians
say good bye to each other they goodbye they use “ciao” or “servus”. These partings are also
used often in Switzerland and Austria.

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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Lesson 6: Where is the Bathroom?
Wo ist die Toilette?

LESSON NOTES

“Wo ist die Toilette?” and “Darf ich die Toilette benutzen?”, may be the most important German
phrases you can learn. In  German "Where is the bathroom" is "Wo ist die Toilette".

Let's take a look at the components. The first word "Wo" means "where". This is followed by "ist",
which in English is "is". So to recap here, we have "Wo ist". Literally this means "where is".

The next word is "die" which means "the". The last word is "Toilette", which in " English is "
"toilet".

So all together we have "Wo ist die Toilette". Literally this means "where is the toilette".

If you can't find a public toilet, you may find your self having to ask in a bar or cafe if you can use
the theirs. The most polite way to ask this is, "Darf ich die Toilette benutzen?".

The first word, "darf" is the German equivalent of "may". Then comes "ich" which means "I" in
German. So far, we have "darf ich" which is German for "may I". The next work is 'die' which
means "the". The last word is "Toilette", which in English is " "toilet". So far that makes "Darf ich
die toilette". Finally we have "benutzen" which is German for "use".

"Darf ich die Toilette benutzen?" "May I use the toilet?"

When you finally get to the bathroom there may be one last hurdle. In some instances, only the
German is written on the doors! Don't forget: the word "men" is "Mann" ", or "Herr". The word for
women is "Frau" ", or "Dame".

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Wo ist die Toilette? Wo ist die Toilette? Where is the bathroom?
Darf ich die Toilette
benutzen?

Darf ich die Toilette
benutzen?

May I use the toilet?

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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QUICK TIP

In Germany you will have to pay to use some public bathrooms . Prices range from 50 cents to
1 Euro, and some restrooms are free. If you see a table in front of the entrance to a public toilet,
you will have to pay to use the facilities.

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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Lesson 7: Can You Speak English?
Sprechen Sie Englisch?

LESSON NOTES

In today's lesson we'll cover another extremely important phrase, "Can you speak English?"
Using this phrase as opposed to speaking English at someone is important for many reasons.
For one if the party you’re speaking to doesn’t understand English, at least they’ll be able to
understand what you’re asking. Furthermore, it shows a lot respect to show that you took the
effort to learn even a little bit of the language, and for these reasons and many more, we’re going
to cover this phrase.

In German, "Can you speak English?", is Sprechen Sie Englisch?. The first word sprechen
means "speak". This is followed by Sie, which in English is you. Let's take a look at the next word
Englisch which means "English".

So all together we have Sprechen Sie Englisch?. Literally this means "Speak you English?".

Now let's try a different language. How about French. Sprechen Sie Französisch? "Can you
speak French?". The word for "French" is Französisch. Here just the word for the language
changes. The rest is the same.

Nowadays in Germany English is studied at schools, so the number of speakers is increasing;
however, there are still many people who don’t speak English. France shares a long border with
Germany so many Germans will speak French fluently.

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Sprechen Sie Englisch? Sprechen Sie Englisch? Do you speak English?
Sprechen Sie Französisch? Sprechen Sie Franzoesisch? Do you speak French?

QUICK TIP

Germans appreciate any attempt to speak their language. So it’s always good to use as much
German as you can.

In restaurants it can be difficult to order when you don’t understand what is on the menu. Don’t
hesitate to ask the waiter/waitress if they have an English menu.

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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Lesson 8: I Don't Understand
Ich verstehe nicht.

LESSON NOTES

“I don’t understand” is going to be a very useful phrase for a German language learner. While
there are  similarities between English and German, German sounds very different from English.

In German “I don’t understand” is "Ich verstehe nicht".  The first word "Ich" means "I".  It is
followed by "verstehe", which in English is "understand". Put the two together and we have "I
understand" or "Ich verstehe". The last word "nicht" means "not".

So all together we have "Ich verstehe nicht". Literally this means "I understand not", or "I don't
understand".

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Ich verstehe nicht. Ich verstehe nicht. I don't understand.

QUICK TIP

Remember, any effort you make to understand will help you learn. In confusing situations, if
someone is speaking too fast, or you don’t understand their dialect, you can always use “Ich
verstehe nicht”. This way you show you are interested in understanding and using the language.

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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Lesson 9: Can You Say It Again?
Können Sie das wiederholen?

LESSON NOTES

In this lesson you’ll learn two very important tools which will help you greatly in your goal to learn
German. The two phrases, "can you repeat that",  (“Können Sie das wiederholen?”) and "slowly
please", (“Langsam bitte”) will help you learn from those around you. Using these phrases will
help you in developing a higher sensitivity to the sound of the language.

In German “can you say it again?” is "Können Sie das wiederholen?". The first word "können"
means "could".  It is followed by "Sie", which in English is "you". So to recap here, we have
"können Sie". Literally this means "Could you". The next word is "das" which is "this". It is
followed by "wiederholen", which in "English"is "repeat".

So all together we have "Können Sie das wiederholen?". Literally this means "Can you that
repeat?".

Here’s another phrase you can use in much the same way.

In German “Once again please.” is "Noch einmal, bitte".  The first word "noch" means "still".  It is
followed by "einmal", which in German is "once more".  So to recap here, we have "noch einmal".
Literally this means "still once more". The last word "bitte" means "please". So all together we
have " Noch einmal, bitte ". Literally this means "Still once more, please".

"Slowly please.” is "langsam bitte". The first word "langsam" means "slow".  It is followed by
"bitte", which in English is "please". The entire phrase is "Langsam bitte". Literally this means
"slow please".

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Können Sie das wiederholen? Koennen Sie das

wiederholen?
Can you repeat that?

Noch einmal, bitte Noch einmal, bitte Once again, please
Langsam, bitte Langsam, bitte Slowly, please
Können Sie langsam
sprechen, bitte?

Koennen Sie langsam
sprechen, bitte?

Can you speak slowly,
please?

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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QUICK TIP

In the phrase “Langsam, bitte” we heard the German word for "please". You can add this to every
question. With the phrase, “Können Sie das wiederholen?” simply add bitte after the last word
like this; “Können Sie das wiederholen, bitte?”

QUICK TIP 2

We’ve learned how to ask if some can speak English in an earlier lesson. Let’s replace the word
“Englisch” and make a new sentence: “Können Sie langsam sprechen, bitte?” in English, “Can
you speak slowly, please?”

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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Lesson 10: Apologies(I'm Sorry)
Verzeihung

LESSON NOTES

In today's lesson we will be covering ways of making apologies. The most common phrases for
excusing oneself are "Entschuldigung” and “Verzeihung”. We will also be covering a sincere way
of apologizing, and how to respond if someone apologizes to you.

"Entschuldigung" can be used when you bump into someone accidentally, or if you need
someone’s attention.

"Verzeihung" is used in more as a way of saying “excuse me”. You would use this if someone is
blocking your way, or if you have to interrupt a stranger to ask for directions.

Finally there’s the German equivalent of "I’m sorry", "Es tut mir Leid", or literally "it does me
harm".

What if someone says one of these expressions to you? The proper response is "Kein Problem"
which is literally "None problem".

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Es tut mir Leid Es tut mir Leid I am sorry
Kein Problem Kein Problem No problem

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
Verzeihung(f) Verzeihung sorry/excuse me
Entschuldigung(f) Entschuldigung sorry/excuse me
Leid(n) Leid harm

QUICK TIP

A German speaker is walking down the street and as he goes around a corner, he walks straight
into someone! His immediate response is "Entschuldigung".

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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A student in a Berlin university can't hear what the lecturer is saying, and asks, "Entschuldigung,
ich verstehe nicht, können Sie das wiederholen?".

A tourist in enters a cafe in Frankfurt and needs to find a bathroom. You  say, "Verzeihung, darf
ich die Toilette benutzen?"

QUICK TIP 2

“Verzeihung” and “Entschuldigung” are also very important if you are late. In Germany
punctuality is very important. It’s considered very rude to be late, so if you aren't going to be
on time, it is important that you call and notify the other party. Be sure to use “Verzeihung” or
“Entschuldigung”!

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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Lesson 11: How Many People?
Wie viele Personen sind in ihrer Gruppe?

LESSON NOTES

There is a wide variety of German  food, and your job as a visitor is to eat as much of as many
things as possible! However, before you start eating you have to get the table! So in today’s
lesson we'll cover getting to the table in restaurant. As for ordering...well, you'll just have to hang
on until next week.

Now usually the first question you'll be asked is "How many people are in your party?" which
in  German is "Wie viele Personen sind in ihrer Gruppe?". The first word "wie" means "how?". 
This is followed by "viele", which in English is "many". This is followed by  "Personen" , which in
English is "people". The next word "sind" means "are". The next word is "in" , which in English is
"in". The next word is "ihrer", which in English is "your". Finally the last word of the sentence is
"Gruppe", which in English is "group". So all together we have "Wie viele Personen sind in ihrer
Gruppe?". Literally this means "How many people are in your group?".

Now let's go over how to answer.

In German the word for "one" is "eins". "Two" is "zwei". "Three" is "drei". "Four" is "vier".  Finaly
"five" is "fünf".

And now let's put them together with the word for "people" which is "Person" singular and
"Personen" plural. Because the word "Person" is a feminine noun ("die Person") the word for
"one", "eins" becomes "eine". "Eine Person". We can take the rest of the numbers as they
are. Now we need to use the plural form "Personen",  so, "zwei Personen, drei Personen, vier
Personen", and "fünf Personen".

Now Let’s make a complete sentence. In German, the word for "we" is "wir". Next comes the
German word for "are", which is "sind". So all together we have "Wir sind" which is "we are" in
English.

Now we can put it all together. Let’s give the answer for two people. "Wir sind zwei Personen".
Now for three, "Wir sind drei Personen", Four people, "Wir sind vier Personen "and five people,
"Wir sind fünf Personen".

Now let’s look at what you would say if you come alone. We have already learned the German
word for "I"  which is ich. Let’s learn the word for "am" which is bin. So, now we have "Ich bin", "I
am" in English. Now we can answer for one person. "Ich bin eine Person."
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PHRASES

German Romanized English
Ich bin eine Person. Ich bin eine Person. I am one person.
Wir sind Personen. Wir sind Personen. We are people.

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
Personen Personen people
Person Person person
fünf fuenf five
vier vier four
drei drei three
zwei zwei two
eins eins one

QUICK TIP

When necessary, reservations should be made over the phone. In general, how and where to
make a reservation depends on the type and location of the dinner. For business dinners, a
reservation is required. For casual dinners with friends, usually no reservation is required.

It is always helpful to make some research before making a reservation for a whole group. This
way you can have important information regarding the menu, smoking or non-smoking, price
range and design.

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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Lesson 12: Restaurant 1
Nichtraucher

LESSON NOTES

Today we'll cover getting a table in the section of the restaurant you want. . In Germany smoking
in restaurants is still accepted, but there are occasions when you can ask for a non-smoking
seat. Or, perhaps you would like a smoking seat. Either way let's cover that first.

Now remember when you enter a restaurant you'll hear "Wie viele Leute sind in ihrer Gruppe?".
This will likely be followed by one of the following.

"Non-smoking" in German is "Nichtraucher". This word consists of two words, "nicht" and
"Raucher". The first word "nicht" means "non". It is followed by "Raucher", which in German is
"smoker".

"Smoking" is "Raucher".

Now you can beat them to the punch by saying how many people in your party and non-smoking
first. Let’s try it with a group of three people.

"Wir sind drei Personen und Nichtraucher" which means in English "We are three people and
non-smokers"  The only added word we have here is und which means "and". Now remember,
you can plug in any number more that one in here. For just one person you can use "Ich bin
Nichtraucher" which means in English "I am a non-smoker".

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Ich bin Nichtraucher. Ich bin Nichtraucher. I am a non-smoker.
Wir sind drei Personen und
Nichtraucher.

Wir sind drei Personen und
Nichtraucher.

We are three people and
non-smokers.

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
Nichtraucher Nichtraucher non-smoker
Raucher Raucher smoker
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QUICK TIP

Smoking while eating is generally considered rude, so it is always god to wait until everyone is
finished eating before lighting up.

It’s also considered very rude to walk through a restaurant with a lit cigarette.

http://www.survivalphrases.com
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Lesson 13: Restaurant 2
Können wir bestellen?

LESSON NOTES

Today we'll cover getting by at the table. First you may have to get a hold of the staff. You can
accomplish this by saying:

"Können wir bestellen?" which means "Can we order?". The first word "können" means "can".
The next word "wir" means "we" in English. The last word is German for "order". "Bestellen".

Once at the waiter or waitress comes to your table, you can go with the standard point and "This
please."

In German "This please." is "dieses bitte". The first word "dieses" means "this". This is followed
by "bitte", which in English is "please".

Now if you're feeling ambitious, you could go for "What do you recommend?"

In German "What do you recommend?" is "Was empfehlen Sie?" The first word was means
"what". This is followed by "empfehlen", which in English is "recommend". Finally, this is followed
by "Sie" which in English means "you". So all together we have "Was empfehlen Sie?".

One more very important word is the word for “menu”. In German, "menu" is "Speisekarte". The
word "Menu" in German actually means a set meal with at least 3 courses. So asking for the
“Menu” might bring you more than you bargained for.

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Was empfehlen Sie? Was empfehlen Sie? What do you recommend?
Dieses bitte. Dieses bitte. This please.
Können wir bestellen? Koennen wir bestellen? Can we order?

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
Verzeihung. Verzeihung. Excuse me.
Speisekarte Speisekarte menu
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QUICK TIP

We’re at the table and ordering in this lesson. One thing to remember when ordering is to never
forget to add, "Verzeihung and bitte". Let’s try that with the first phrase in this lesson. "Können wir
bestellen?" easily becomes, "Verzeihung, können wir bestellen bitte?" and is much more polite.

QUICK TIP 2

In Germany it is considered rude for the waiter to hover around the table. So after you have
decided what you want to order and you want to get the attention on the waiter, often all you
have to do is close the menu and set it aside. This shows that you are ready to order. If this
doesn’t work usually eye contact and a "Verzeihung, können wir bestellen bitte" will.
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Lesson 14: Restaurant 3
Hat es geschmeckt?

LESSON NOTES

Today we'll cover getting out of the restaurant. First you may have to get a hold of the staff.
Again you can accomplish this by saying "Verzeihung" .

Once at your table, your waiter will ask you, "Did you like it?"or "Hat es geschmeckt?" Literally
this means "Did it taste?" The first word "hat" means "did". Next we have "es". The last word
"geschmeckt" literally means "taste".

If you want to show your appreciation you can say: "Es schmeckt köstlich". The first word is "es",
which in English is "it". The second word is "schmeckt" which in English is "tastes". The last word
"köstlich" means "delicious" in English. So all together we have "Es schmeckt köstlich".

Now you can ask for the check.

In German "Check please." is "Die Rechnung, bitte". The first word "die Rechnung" means "the
check".  It is followed by "bitte", which in English is "please".

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Hat es geschmeckt? Hat es geschmeckt? Did you like it?
Es schmeckt köstlich Es schmeckt koestlich It tasted delicious
die Rechnung, bitte die Rechnung, bitte The check, please.

QUICK TIP

In Germany tips are not expected. However, if you were content with the service a 5 to 10
percent tip is appropriate.

Do not leave the tip on the table, if you’re paying cash and your bill is for 29 Euros, and you pay
with 40 Euros, tell the waiter, the total amount including tip. A 10% tip would then be 32 euros.
You would say, “32 bitte”.
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Lesson 15: Counting 1-10
Eins, Zwei, Drei

LESSON NOTES

This lesson is very straightforward, as we're going to cover counting zero through ten.

Let's jump right in. 1 - eins 2 - zwei 3 - drei 4 - vier 5 - Fünf 6 - sechs 7 sieben 8 - acht 9 neun 10
- zehn 0 - null

Counting things in German is very straightforward as the number is followed straight by the
object. For example, one person is eine Person. The number comes first followed by the object,
in this case people.

In German nouns have singular and plural forms. Therefore, if there are two people zwei
Personen.

In German nouns also have gender. In case of the word for people, the gender is female. While
you will generally see the arabic numbers in commercials, receipts and phone numbers, you will
also encounter them written out.

In books or any other form of publication, you will find the words one to 13 written out. German
students are encouraged to use them this way. However, you will very seldomly find a larger
number written out. 1.345 for example is rather unlikely to be written out in a normal text.

And there is also one really simple thing about German numbers: The numbers themselves are
all feminine!

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
Eins Eins One
Zwei Zwei Two
Drei Drei Three
Vier Vier Four
Fünf Fünf Five
Sechs Sechs Six
Sieben Sieben Seven
Acht Acht Eight
Neun Neun Nine
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German Romanized English
Zehn Zehn Ten
Null Null Zero

QUICK TIP

The usage of numbers is similar to the one in the English language.

You put the numbers before the object, they are important for telephone numbers, cooking
receipts or lists.

While you will generally see the Arabic numbers in commercials, receipts and telephone
numbers, you will also encounter them written out.

In books or any other form of publication, you will find the words one to 13 to be written out.
German students are encouraged to use them this way.

However, you will very seldom find a larger number written out.

1.345 for example is rather unlikely to be written out in a normal text.

And there is also one really simple thing about German numbers:

The Numbers themselves are all feminine!

Of cause there are also German counting-out rhymes.

Unfortunately most of them are either to complex to explain in a survival Phrase lesson or they
don’t cover the numbers from one to 10 to begin with.
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Lesson 16: Counting 11 - 100
Elf, Einhundert

LESSON NOTES

In German the numbers 11 and 12 sound very similar to English and the numbers 13 to 19 are
formed on the basis of the numbers that you have already learned. Let's jump right in.

11 Elf

12 Zwölf

13 Dreizehn

14 Vierzehn

15 Fünfzehn

16 Sechszehn

17 Siebzehn

18 Achtzehn

19 Neunzehn

20 Zwanzig

Numbers from 21-99 are formed by combining numbers we have already covered. Let’s cover
the decades first.

30 Dreizig (Dreißig)

40 Vierzig

50 Fünfzig

60 Sechzig

70 Siebzig

80 Achtzig

90 Neunzig
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Finally we have the number for 100.

100 Hundert OR Einhundert Hundert OR Einhundert

From here on everything is simple. Say you want to say the number 34 in German. Now, how to
go about it? You start with the last number – a four – and add “und”, the German word for “and”.
Then simply add the corresponding decade.

Therefore 34 becomes “Vier-und-Dreizig”, literally „four-and-thirty“.

This is how English used to say numbers, too. For 27, take "sieben", the number seven, and
"zwanzig", twenty. “Sieben – und - Zwanzig”, “seven and twenty”.

Easy, isn’t it? Come on, toy around. You can create every number you want now. 35 is? Right.
Fünf-und-Dreißig. 78? Yes. Acht-und-Siebzig

There is – like always in German – just one minor detail to keep in mind, but it makes all the
difference between being understandable and sounding natural. How would you say “21”?
Eins-und-Zwanzig? You are close, really close, but not quite right. In German we say “Ein-und-
Zwanzig.” Did you notice the difference? We don’t say “eins-und...” and some decade, but “Ein-
und...” and the corresponding decade. You might wonder where the “s” got missing. Well, one of
my tutors once explained it brilliantly: Not only does the word flow better when being spoken that
way, it is also a shortening. It’s economic! You can just leave it out and people still understand
you!

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
Elf Elf Eleven
Zwölf Zwölf thirteen
Vierzehn Vierzehn Fourteen
Fünfzehn Fünfzehn Fifteen
Sechszehn Sechszehn Sixteen
Siebzehn Siebzehn Seventeen
Achtzehn Achtzehn Eighteen
Neunzehn Neunzehn Nineteen
Zwanzig Zwanzig Twenty
Dreizig Dreizig Thirty
Vierzig Vierzig Fourty
Fünfzig Fünfzig Fifty
Sechzig Sechzig Sixty
Siebzig Siebzig Seventy
Achtzig Achtzig Eighty
Neunzig Neunzig Ninety
Hundert OR Einhundert Hundert OR Einhundert One hundred
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QUICK TIP

Oh, and so we will get some culture into this lesson, too:

Colloquial speaking we have something called “Neun-und-Neunzig-Cent Läden” in almost every
bigger German town.

Can you guess what they are?

“Neun-und-Neunzig-Cent Läden”

Of cause you caught the word “Cent”, so it is likely about money and probably about small
amounts of money, too.

A “Laden” is a store. “Läden” is the plural. So we have stores with little money?

No, because with this lesson you know that “Neun-und-Neunzig” is the word for 99!

See? Nine-and-Ninety!

Really easy, isn’t it?

You will often recognize these stores because they have the sign of a single Euro in their
window, or maybe a sign saying 99 cents.

Mainly these stores don’t look all that inviting, but I recommend going into one anyway.

You will find a whole lot of different articles in small baskets. Many of them really cheap.

If you need some sewing things to repair your socks, crayon for the little ones or some candles or
some wine for your new found friends, you are going to find it there.
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Lesson 17: Please Lower the Price
Wie viel?

LESSON NOTES

The phrase covered in this lesson is related to the phrase "How much?” which in German is "Wie
viel?". We also introduced ”How much is this?” Wie viel kostet dies?, and "How much is that?
"Wie viel kostet das?".

Now, when you come to country Germany one of the most interesting and fun things to do is
haggle at the market! So when you're at the market and talking prices, there is another phrase
that will come in very handy! That phrase is "Lower the price please." In German "Lower the price
please." is "Senken sie bitte den Preis."

However, if you really want to bargain, this is way to straight forward. In Germany people seldom
bargain, so the more complex but also more friendly question "Können sie bitte den Preis
senken?" is likely to get you way further. Literally this means "Could you please the price lower?"

Yes, this sounds a lot like things Yoda would say, but you get the idea. But let’s continue with
German. "Können sie bitte den Preis senken?". The first word "Können" means "could". This is
followed by "Sie", which in English is formal you. This is followed by "bitte". Bitte is the German
equivalent of "please". The last word is "Preis", or rather "der Preis". This is the German word
for "price". Because we need the accusative in this case we use "den Preis". The last word is
"senken", which means "to lower". So the whole phrase is: "Können sie bitte den Preis senken?"
Could you please lower the price? So if we translate in English literally this would be "Lower
formal you please the price."

Another phrase that can be used in combination with this is ”Too expensive.” which in German is
"Zu teuer". But let’s make this a whole sentence, shall we? You can say "Das ist teuer." Meaning
"That is expensive". The fact that it is too expensive for you is already implied.

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Das ist teuer. Das ist teuer. That is expensive.
Zu teuer. Zu teuer. Too expensive.
Könen sie bitte den Preis
senken?

Könen sie bitte den Preis
senken?

Can you please lower the
price?

Senken Sie bitte den Preis. Senken Sie bitte den Preis. Lower the price, please.
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VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
Preis (m) Preis (m) Price
Bitte Bitte Please
Sie Sie Formal you
Könen Könen Can
Senken Senken To lower
Das Das That
Ist Ist Is
Zu Zu Too
teuer teuer expensive

QUICK TIP

In Germany it is rather uncommon to bargain for prices, though it doesn’t mean you can’t try.

Just be aware that the sales persons are likely to react a little put of. Chances are that they will
grand you some discount so that they keep a good reputation. But never count on it and just
accept it if the answer is ”no”.

QUICK TIP 2

That isn’t to say that you can’t bargain in stores.

If something already has a small dent or is slightly damaged in another way, chances are you are
going to get the item a bit cheaper. Not only on markets, this also applies to department stores or
retail sales.

Every now and then you might even see someone trying to bargain in a supermarket. If a
products ‚best before‘ date was only a few days ago, you can try to bargain. After all, thanks to
modern technique many products are edible a long while and shrink-wrapped bacon doesn’t
miraculously turn into a rotten mess from one moment to another. However, and this also applies
to the department stores and retail sales, salesmen aren’t obligated to grand you discount. It
is entirely up to them if they do or not. So staying calm and friendly and maybe even smiling is
going to get you a long way.

On country markets or flea markets, your chances for sucessfull bargaining are higher.
Especially if you are buying in larger quantities. When you are buying five glasses of marmalade,
it is not unreasonable to ask. The worst that can happen is a “No”, or in German “Nein.”
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Lesson 18: Currency
Euro

LESSON NOTES

In today's lesson we cover the Euro.

Nowadays it becomes more and more popular in Music videos, so chances are you have
seen some Euro bills before. The Bills themselves are easy to recognize and look the same
everywhere. And you will find a pattern there.

The 5 Euro Bill is gray with an antique building.

The 10 Euro Bill is red with a building from the romanticism area.

The 20 Euro Bill is blue with a Gothic building.

The 50 Euro Bill is orange with a Renaissance building.

The 100 Euro Bill is green with a baroque and rococo building.

The 200 Euro Bill is yellow-brown with a building from the industrial area.

The 500 Euro Bill is purple with a sample of modern architecture.

On the back you find a matching bridge and a silhouette of Europe.

The coins are easy to memorize too: The 1, 2 and 5 Euro Cent coins show some oak leaves.
These are a symbol of the German Confederation, a movement that meant to unite all the small
countries in Germany and Austria. There was a lot of political tension between Germany and
Austria, because both wanted to be the dominant power. But the German Confederation went a
long way in establishing a unified trade system.

And the 10, 20 and 50 Euro Cent coins show the Brandenburg Gate. It is a very important symbol
for Germany. When the Berlin Wall was erected the Gate was closed and when the Wall fell
East and West Germans embraced each other on the place in front of the Gate first. Today it is a
symbol for a united Germany. Since it also was part of the End of the cold war, it also represent
the European unification process.

Now for the 1 and 2 Euro coins. There you will find the Coat of arms of Germany, an eagle. It
was used on and off since 1871 and is used in it’s current design since 1950. You will also find
the words “Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit”, which is a part of the national anthem, the so called
“Deutschlandlied”.
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QUICK TIP

The exchange rates are always changing, but at the moment the Euro is rather strong compared
to the Dollar, so as a rough guide you can say that 1 Euro equates to 1 Dollar and 50 Cent.

QUICK TIP 2

About 250 to 300 Euro might be a good rate to consider to bring with you per person per week.

Of cause this also depends on your lifestyle, what you want to visit and how many souvenirs you
want to buy.

Also, be careful. Crowded tourist places are a paradise for pickpockets. So try to keep in mind to
not attract them by showing how much money you carry around and by having an eye on your
stuff.

If you have a credit card, you can use it in Germany. You should ask how much you have to pay
if you use this service in Europe, but it saves you the trouble of carrying to much money with you.
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Lesson 19: Internet Cafe
Ich möchte im Internet surfen.

LESSON NOTES

Of cause you will want to communicate with friends and family when you are on a vacation
in Germany, even if it is only to brag that you are there and they aren’t. Only a decade ago
you would have needed to write long letters and postcards, but thanks to modern technology,
you only need to sit down at an internet cafe and you can send pictures and greetings from
everywhere. Of cause when you travel the easiest way to access the internet is an internet cafe.

So today we cover the most important phrases: ”I would like to have internet access.” Is ”Ich
möchte im Internet surfen.” If you travel with your laptop it will be important to know” "Does this
store has a WIFI access?” or in German ” Haben sie einen WIFI Zugang?” And since you most
likely will need some log in data, you also will need ” Paßwort und Benutzername, bitte ” which
means ”Password and username please”

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Ich möchte im Internet surfen. Ich möchte im Internet surfen. I would like to have internet

access.
Haben sie einen WIFI
Zugang?

Haben sie einen WIFI
Zugang?

Does this store has a WIFI
access?

Paßwort und Benutzername,
bitte.

Paßwort und Benutzername,
bitte.

Password and username
please.

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
Ich Ich I
Möhte Möhte Like, want
Im Im In
Internet Internet Internet
surfen surfen To browse
Haben Haben Have
Sie Sie Formal you
Einen Einen A/ an
WIFI WIFI WIFI
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German Romanized English
Zugang Zugang Access
Paßwort Paßwort Password
Und Und And
Benutzername Benutzername Username
Bitte Bitte Please

QUICK TIP

Wifi isn’t all that common in Germany yet. So you will probably have a hard time asking for it in
an internet cafe. If WIFI doesn’t get you a response, try Ethernet instead.

Wlan get’s more and more common. If you travel to a bigger city you might be interested in
checking out ”Freifunk”. It is a kind of initiative that promotes open and free internet access with a
internet client you can download on their page.

As long as you don’t move massive amounts of data, it is a good solution and you can use it
more independently.

QUICK TIP 2

There are different kind of internet cafes. The most common ones offer an internet access beside
the drinks you can order. Normally the PCs take up a separated part of the bar, where you
shouldn’t drink or eat, just in case something spills and causes damage.

But you are free to order drinks besides and enjoy them in the other part of the cafe.
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Lesson 20: Riding the Bus 1. Will this bus go
to...?
Fährt der Bus zur Haltestelle Berlin?

LESSON NOTES

In this Survival Lesson we learn how to ask if the bus route includes a certain station. If you want
to know “Will this Bus go to Berlin station.” you just have to ask “Fährt der Bus zur Haltestelle
Berlin?”. Note that in English the destination comes before the station and in German it comes
after. So if you want to go to another station, just replace the Berlin with the station you are
looking for. Like “Fährt der Bus zur Haltestelle Friedrichstraße?” which mean “Will this Bus go to
Friedrich Street station?”. Pretty easy, isn’t it?

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Fährt der Bus zur Haltestelle
Berlin?

Fährt der Bus zur Haltestelle
Berlin?

Will this Bus go to Berlin
station?

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
Fahren Fahren To drive
Bus Bus Bus
Zur Zur To
Haltestelle Haltestelle Station
Berlin Berlin Berlin

QUICK TIP

You can buy tickets at news paper stands and sometimes even the hotel you are staying in. You
can also buy them at an automaton or a service point.

A 7-day ticket is going to spare you a lot or trouble nerves and money, so I would advise getting
one.

A route plan also is going to be handy. If you don’t get one right with your ticket, ask for one.
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QUICK TIP 2

Keep in mind the different fee zones and inform yourself when you need a ticket that covers extra
zones.

Also: don’t forget to validate your ticket.
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Lesson 21: Riding the Bus 2. How much is it
to...?
Wie heißt die nächste Haltestelle?

LESSON NOTES

In this Lesson we learn two ways for asking what the next bus stop will be.

This question is going to be handy when you didn’t quite catch the announcement and there is no
digital display keeping you up to date.

The first question is “Wie heißt die nächste Haltestelle?”. This is the German version of “What
is the next stop?” You might be a bit annoying if you constantly ask the person beside you, but
eventually this is going to get you to your destination.

Another way of asking would be “Ist Alexanderplatz die nächste Haltestelle?” which means “Is
Alexanderplatz the next stop?” and refers to the rather famous square in Berlin.

If you don’t know the name of the stop and you only know the name of a landmark nearby, use
“am” (at the): “Ist die nächste Haltestelle am Museum?” (Is the next stop at the museum?).

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Wie heißt die nächste
Haltestelle?

Wie heißt die nächste
Haltestelle?

What is the next stop?

Ist Alexanderplatz die nächste
Haltestelle?

Ist Alexanderplatz die nächste
Haltestelle?

Is Alexanderplatz the next
stop?

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
Wie Wie How/ What
Heißen Heißen „the“ for feminine nouns
nächste nächste next
Haltestelle Haltestelle Stop
ist ist is
am am at the
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QUICK TIP

If you didn’t catch the announcement for the next stop take a look at the space above the drivers
seat. Many modern buses have a digital display there, showing the name of the next bus stop.

QUICK TIP 2

In every bus you are going to find small red buttons beside the seats that either state “Wagen
Hält” or simply show a lightbulb. If you press those the driver knows that you want to get out at
the next stop. If the driver doesn’t see anyone at the next stop and no one stands at the station,
than he won’t stop.

This does not only mean that you should press the button when you want to get out.

It also means that you should be attentive.
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Lesson 22: Riding the Bus 3. What is the next
stop?

LESSON NOTES

In this lesson we learned two vital phrases for use at the ticket counter. The first one, "Eine
Fahrkarte nach <destination> bitte" can be used to request a bus, train or subway ticket to
wherever you are going. As a slight variation, when requesting tickets for several people, use
"<number> Fahrkarten nach <destination> bitte". "Fahrkarten" is the plural, "tickets".

If you're not sure whether you have enough money with you to buy a ticket now, or if you want
to compare the prices of busses and trains, you can ask "Was kostet eine Fahrkarte nach
<destination>?" and people will tell you the price. Normally you can also determine the price of
a ticket from a diagram or table at the bus stop, but even Germans often have problems figuring
out what zone a destination is in or what kind of ticket is the best.

PHRASES

German Romanized English
was kostet was kostet how much is?

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
eine eine a, one (for feminine nouns)
Fahrkarte Fahrkarte ticket
nach nach to
was was what
kostet kostet costs

QUICK TIP

If you know that your destination is close to where you are, say not more than 3 subway stops or
6 bus stops, then you may well be able to get a cheap ticket if you ask for "Kurzstrecke". Tourists
typically don't know about these, so they pay extra.
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QUICK TIP 2

Traditionally Germans have always travelled long distances by train. Now however there are
several companies offering long-distance bus rides, even to other European countries, and they
have to try to outdo the trains. So if you're looking for a particularly cheap way of travelling, use
long-distance busses. If you're looking for speed and comfort, use long-distance trains, such as
the InterCity (IC) or InterCityExpress (ICE) trains. These can go up to 300 km/h (roughly 185
mph).
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Lesson 23: Riding the Rails I. Will this train go
to...?
Fährt dieser Zug nach Hamburg Hauptbahnhof?

LESSON NOTES

In this lesson how to ask if a train is going to a certain destination. If you want to ask for a certain
station just use the sentence “Fährt dieser Zug nach Hamburg Hauptbahnhof?” and replace the
last two words with the name of the station you want to go to.

If you are asking about the general direction to a city just use the sentence “Fährt dieser Zug
nach Berlin?” and change the last word with the city you want to go to.

It is pretty easy, isn’t it? Especially since we covered so many of these words in the last lessons
already!

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Fährt dieser Zug nach
Hamburg Hauptbahnhof?

Fährt dieser Zug nach
Hamburg Hauptbahnhof?

Does this train go to Hamburg
central station?

Fährt dieser Zug nach Berlin? Fährt dieser Zug nach Berlin? Does this train go to Berlin?

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
fahren fahren to drive, to go
dieser dieser this
Zug Zug train
nach nach to
Hauptbahnhof Hauptbahnhof Central station
Hamburg Hamburg Hamburg
Berlin Berlin Berlin

QUICK TIP

If you have the time it is best to ask for help and directions at a service point right in the train
station. Normally you will find at least one person willing and able to talk English and to help you
solve your problem.
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You can also buy the tickets online and inform yourself on the Deutsche Bahn website. They do
have an English version of their site and hopefully they will be able to answer every question that
might still be unanswered.

QUICK TIP 2

You do not have to validate train tickets.

When the ticket inspector comes by, he or she:

asks for your ticket

checks that you are in the right train

at the right time

on the right seat if you had a reservation

in the right class

If all these things are correct they will stamp your ticket, therefore validating your card ans
making it obvious that you indeed attended trip you wanted to.

Keep the ticket with you while you are in the train, just in case.

You can throw it away later.

Do not throw your ticket away if you have a two way ticket! You will need the ticket on your way
back and the ticket inspector will validate it again!

If you stay in Germany for a year or more and intend to use the train often, calculate if you need
a “Bahn Card”. Those are offers from The Deutsche Bahn. You can get a Bahncard 25, Bahncard
50 or Bahncard 100. You have to pay quite a bit to get one of those, but the number tells you
what percentage you save on every single ticket you purchase with a Bahncard.

But beware. If you figure that a Bahncard 100 is the right deal for you and you are indeed willing
to pay that much at once, you still will have to order your tickets. It isn’t a free ticket on its own, it
just means that you can get the tickets for free and you need the tickets if you go by train.

Seriously: someone will come and ask for your ticket, so don’t take chances. Dodging the fee,
even if you had to pay nothing for the ticket, is going to be costly and a lot of trouble you don’t
need.
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Lesson 24: Riding the Rails II. Buying train
tickets.
Ein Ticket nach München bitte.

LESSON NOTES

Today we covered how to ask for a ticket. "Ein Ticket nach München bitte." This is the German
equivalent for "One ticket to Munich, please." You can also ask for two tickets by using "Zwei
Tickets nach München, bitte."

And now you can also ask for a ticket for the first class using "Ein Ticket für die ersten Klasse
bitte." or for a ticket for the second class, using "Ein Ticket für die zweite Klasse bitte."

We also covered the different train types, which are In fact a lot more likely to Influence your
ticket price than the class you choose.

In short:

Intercity and Intercity Express are the most expensive but also the most comfortable ways to
travel. But normally It Is going to be more practical to use one of the many Regional trains, which
for your convenience always have the word Regio- in their name. InterRegio or RegionalExpress
are okay. If you happen to buy a ticket for a Regionalbahn, you are going to find that they hold
at every station. This can make your travel a lot slower, but for short distances it is okay and the
cheapest way to travel.

QUICK TIP

You can ask for any numbers of tickets. Just take the Sentence "Zwei Tickets nach München,
bitte." and exchange the "Zwei" with every other number you can think of.

This way you can also say "Zwei Tickets für die erste Klasse, bitte."

"Two tickets for the seceond class, please."

QUICK TIP 2

If you don't state special wishes for a class you want to travel with, people will mostly assume
that you want to travel by second class
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Lesson 25: Riding the Rails III
Entschuldigung, ein U-Bahn Ticket bitte.

LESSON NOTES

In this final installment of the “Riding The Rails” series we will show you how to get on the
subway. In Germany taking the subway is one of the best choices you can make to get around
and reach all the important parts of a large city like Hamburg, Berlin or Munich.

Today we are going to cover how to get on the subway, as we cover Entschuldigung, ein U-
Bahn Ticket bitte. “Excuse me, a subway ticket please.” You will also learn how to ask for subway
destinations and be able to understand the answer. Entschuldigung, mit welcher Linie komme ich
nach Pankow? “Excuse me, what line do I need to take for Pankow?” and Sie müssen die rote
Linie nehmen. “You need to take the red line.”

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Entschuldigung, ein U-Bahn
Ticket bitte.

Entschuldigung, ein U-Bahn
Ticket bitte.

Excuse me, a subway ticket
please.

Entschuldigung, mit welcher
Linie komme ich nach
Pankow?

Entschuldigung, mit welcher
Linie komme ich nach
Pankow?

Excuse me, what line do I
need to take for Pankow?

Sie müssen die rote Linie
nehmen.

Sie muessen die rote Linie
nehmen.

You need to take the red line.

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
Entschuldigung (f) Entschuldigung apology, excuse me
ein ein a
U-Bahn U-Bahn subway
Ticket (n) Ticket ticket
bitte bitte please
Entschuldigung (f) Entschuldigung apology, excuse me
mit mit by
welcher welcher what
Linie (f) Linie line
kommen kommen to come, to get to
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German Romanized English
ich ich I
nach nach to
Pankow Pankow Pankow
Sie (formal) Sie your name, please?
müssen muessen must
die die the
rot rot red
Linie (f) Linie line
nehmen nehmen to take

QUICK TIP

The largest subway areas in Germany are located in the cities of Berlin “Berlin”, Hamburg
“Hamburg”, München “Munich”, Frankfurt “Frankfurt”, Köln “Cologne”, Hannover “Hannover” and
Stuttgart “Stuttgart”.

QUICK TIP 2

If you have trouble finding the entrance to subway stops in Germany, look for a white U on a blue
background as it is the corporate sign for all German subway stops. This may help you if you
get lost for example in Berlin’s famous shopping and entertaining district Potsdamer Platz. Just
search for the sign and have a safe voyage.
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Lesson 26: Riding the Taxi
Zum Fernsehturm

LESSON NOTES

In this lesson, you will learn how to express to a German taxi driver your desired destination.
There is a simple form and a more advanced one. For example, if you want to go to Berlin's
famous television tower for a nice view over the city, you can say:, Zum Fernsehturm, or you can
use the more advanced form, Ich möchte zum Fernsehturm gehen.

You will also learn about some useful phrases for how to immediately leave the taxi at an
unspecified place immediately, or how to ask the driver for money change.

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Zum Fernsehturm. Zum Fernsehturm. To the television tower.
Zur Staatsgalerie. Zur Staatsgalerie. To the national gallery.
Ich möchte zum Fernsehturm
gehen.

Ich möchte zum Fernsehturm
gehen.

I would like to go to the
television tower.

Bis hierher bitte. Bis hierher bitte. Here is fine.
Können Sie fünfzig Euro
wechseln?

Können Sie fünfzig Euro
wechseln?

Do you have change for fifty
Euros?

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
zum zum to
Fernsehturm (m) Fernsehturm (m) television tower
zur zur to
Staatsgalerie (f) Staatsgalerie (f) national gallery
ich ich I
möchte möchte would like to
zum zum to
Fernsehturm (m) Fernsehturm (m) television tower
gehen gehen to go
bis bis to
hierher hierher here
bitte bitte please
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German Romanized English
können können to be able
Sie Sie you
fünfzig fünfzig fifty
Euro (m) Euro (m) Euro
wechseln wechseln to change

QUICK TIP

You can normally find taxis outside airports, train or bus stations, or proper taxi stands in front
of shopping malls. There will be several waiting, so in this case you can just open the door of
the first in the line and get in. You can easily recognize them because they are always yellow-
colored and have a luminous device with the writing TAXI.

QUICK TIP 2

Instead, if you are for example in some areas of the city you’re visiting, in which there are no
taxi’s, make sure to find out the phone number of a taxi company to call, in order to have the cab
come right to the place you are.

In Germany, the bigger taxi companies have nationwide phone numbers you can call,  in order to
get a taxi. At airports or train stations, you can ask for these numbers at any information counter.

In Germany, when you arrive at your destination, you are expected to pay and tip the taxi driver.
10% percent is the amount the driver expects.
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Lesson 27: Home Visit
Darf ich eintreten?

LESSON NOTES

In today’s lesson we’ll introduce you to a phrase that you'll need if you plan to visit any friends in
Germany! Today we will provide you with the phrases needed to get inside, and the replies you
can expect to hear.

We will cover the phrases: Darf ich eintreten? “May I come in?”; the answer Kommen Sie bitte
herein. “Please come in.” and one phrase you truly need if you bring a present to your host: Dies
ist nur ein kleines Geschenk. “This is just a small gift.”

So, let’s not waste time and take a look at the lesson!

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Darf ich eintreten? Darf ich eintreten? May I come in?
Kommen Sie bitte herein. Kommen Sie bitte herein. Please come in.
Komm bitte herein. (informal) Komm bitte herein. Please come in.

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
dürfen duerfen may
ich ich I
eintreten eintreten to enter
hereinkommen hereinkommen to enter, to come in
Sie Sie you
bitte bitte please
Dies ist nur ein kleines
Geschenk.

Dies ist nur ein kleines
Geschenk.

This is just a small gift.

dies dies this
sein sein to be
nur nur just
ein ein a
klein klein small
Geschenk (n) Geschenk gift, present
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German Romanized English

QUICK TIP

In Germany you will find most people very hospitable. It’s easy to make new acquaintances and
friends and usually it doesn’t take long before they invite you over to their apartment or house.
Once inside, you usually find yourself in the corridor where you can store your coat or jacket and
where you take off your shoes. Often, the host will provide you slippers and asks you to follow
him either to the living room or the kitchen (if dinner is prepared in an eat-in kitchen). Well, how
the rest of the evening proceeds is up to you.

QUICK TIP 2

Instead of using the phrase Darf ich eintreten? “May I come in?” you can also use another
phrase with the same meaning: Kann ich reinkommen? Kann ich reinkommen? This question is
very casual. So, you better just use it if you’re close friends with your host(s).
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Lesson 28: Politely Declining
Nein danke

LESSON NOTES

Whether you’re traveling, visiting, or sightseeing, we’re covering essential phrases in today’s
lesson that might come in handy if you have to decline something politely.

When you are in Germany it might happen that you’ve had enough or you want to turn something
down. If you are in such a situation, you can either use Nein danke. “No thanks.” or Danke, aber
ich habe genug. “Thanks, but I’ve had enough.”

Check out today’s exciting lesson, because one of these phrases just may make your trip!

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Nein danke. Nein danke. No thank you.
Danke, aber ich habe genug. Danke, aber ich habe genug. Thanks, but I’ve had enough.
Vielen Dank, aber ich kann
das nicht annehmen.

Vielen Dank, aber ich kann
das nicht annehmen.

Thanks a lot, but I can’t
accept this.

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
nein nein no
danke danke thank you, thanks
danke danke thank you, thanks
aber aber but
ich ich I
haben haben to have
genug genug enough
viel viel much, a lot of
Dank (m) Dank thanks
aber aber but
ich ich I
können können can
das das that
nicht nicht not
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German Romanized English
annehmen annehmen to accept

QUICK TIP

Even if you try to escape them, sometimes street vendors or promoters ’catch you’. Once you
start talking to them, they will try to convince you that their offer is the best deal of the century.
In those situations, some people might be too polite to turn the offer down and agree to buy
something. If you don’t want to be their next ’victim’, you can use one of the following phrases for
’escape’:

Danke, aber ich muss jetzt los. – Thank you, but I really have to go now.

Entschuldigung, ich habe jetzt einen Termin. – Sorry, I have an appointment now.

Or you can be less polite if they are really annoying:

Ich brauche nichts. – I don’t need anything.

Ich habe dafür keine Zeit. – I don’t have time for that.

Bitte lassen Sie mich in Ruhe. – Please leave me be.
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Lesson 29: Where Can I Get This?
Wo kann ich… finden?

LESSON NOTES

Have you ever been in a city you don’t know at all and you are looking desperately for something
you need, but you cannot find it? Don’t worry anymore because this lesson will give you the
background you need to ask someone in Germany for a specific something that you need.
With the following two phrases, Wo kann ich… finden? (“Where can I find…?”) and the more
advanced, Entschuldigung, können Sie mir sagen, wo ich... finde? (“Excuse me, could you tell
me where I can find...?”), you are able to express what you are searching for. These phrases are
very basic and work in every situation. Enjoy!

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Wo kann ich eine Bierstube
finden?

Wo kann ich eine Bierstube
finden?

Where can I find a beer bar?

Entschuldigung, können Sie
mir sagen, wo ich ein Telefon/
Fischrestaurant finde?

Entschuldigung, koennen Sie
mir sagen, wo ich ein Telefon/
Fischrestaurant finde?

Excuse me, could you tell me
where I can find a phone/fish
restaurant?

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
wo wo where
kann kann can
ich ich I
eine eine a
Bierstube (f) Bierstube beer bar
Entschuldigung (f) Entschuldigung excuse me
Können koennen could
Sie Sie you
mir mir me
sagen sagen to tell
wo wo where
ich ich I
ein ein a
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German Romanized English
Fischrestaurant (n) Fischrestaurant fish restaurant
finden finden to find

QUICK TIP

German bars and pubs usually have both restrooms and a phone, so you can simply ask where
to find a bar. Be careful, while this is generally true, in small towns you had better ask for a public
phone separately because you won’t find them in some tiny beer bars.

Once there, if you use any of the services provided by the bar, please remember that it’s very
polite to order something at the counter or simply buy a coffee or a pack of chewing gum.

QUICK TIP 2

In Germany, you can find two types of phone booths, those which are coin operated and those
which you can only use with phone cards. While the coin operated ones had been more popular
before the Euro became the official currency, this changed after the currency change.

Nowadays, you can only use most phone booths with phone cards, which you can find in
Germany at newspaper dealers or at tobacco shops.
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Lesson 30: Is There a Store Near Here?
Gibt es… in der Nähe?

LESSON NOTES

Today we will cover very basic stuff here that will prepare you for your stay in Germany. We all
know the situation: being in a foreign city, not knowing where to find a pharmacy, a grocery store,
a post office, or something else. The phrases we introduce in today's lesson will teach you how
to ask for the place you are looking for. With just one simple question, you can ask for basically
anything. The phrase, Gibt es… in der Nähe? (“Is there... near here?”) is universally useable, and
if you get bored after a while asking people the same question, you can use the modified version,
Befindet sich… in der Nähe?

PHRASES

German Romanized English
Gibt es eine Apotheke/einen
Bankautomaten in der Nähe?

Gibt es eine Apotheke/
einen Bankautomaten in der
Naehe?

Is there a pharmacy/cash
machine near here?

Befindet sich ein Postamt in
der Nähe?

Befindet sich ein Postamt in
der Naehe?

Is there a post office near
here?

VOCABULARY

German Romanized English
geben geben to exist
es es it
eine eine a
Apotheke (f) Apotheke pharmacy
Bankautomat (m) Bankautomat cash machine
in der Nähe in der Naehe nearby, near here
sich befinden sich befinden to be located
ein ein a
Postamt (n) Postamt post office
in der Nähe in der Naehe nearby, near here
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QUICK TIP

In Germany, when withdrawing money at cash machines please make sure that your card is
compatible. You can do this by checking the symbol on your card and the one on the machine.
Credits cards are widely accepted in Germany, but check the symbols on your debit card
especially if you intend to withdraw money with them. It might be best to contact your bank before
leaving your country.

QUICK TIP 2

If you are looking for a pharmacy in Germany, please remember that they might look very
different. It is possible though to distinguish them from drug stores based on their specific sign—
the big red letter A on white background—usually on top of the entrance or in the shop window.
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Survival Phrases - German (Part 1 end)

Hold on! You may be missing out!

Learn more German at GermanPod101.com for FREE!

Get your FREE Lifetime Account at

www.GermanPod101.com/survival1 now!

Learn twice as much, twice as fast with Survival

Phrases - German and GermanPod101.com together!

In fact, most people who learn with Survival

Phrases - German become members of GermanPod101.com.

It's FREE to join, and you'll get a special GermanPod101.com member only training guide: 10
Best Ways to Learn German Fast.

So what are you waiting for?

Click here to get your FREE Lifetime Account in less than a minute!

More Survival Phrases - German!

Continue on with Survival Phrases - German (Part 2) Lessons 31-60 available now.

In Part 2 the following are just a few of the topics you'll master:

★ Taking a taxi without being taken advantage of

★ Getting around and asking directions and actually understanding the answer!

★ Learning German using German, and making lots of friends in the process

★ Making the most of a hotel stay, and exploring alternatives to the beaten path

★ Visiting the Post office and mailing thing home

http://www.survivalphrases.com
http://www.GermanPod101.com/survival1
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© 2007 SurvivalPhrases.com - German. All Rights Reserved.

★ Phone rentals and phone cards, don't travel without one!

★ Critical phrases for vegetarians and allergy suffers!

★ Talking to the doctor and explaining symptoms correctly

★ Getting the right medicine

★ Expressing yourself with adjectives and being understood

★ Home visits and proper protocol that will "wow" hosts

★ Getting help, this may be the most useful phrase you ever learn

Finally, thank you again!

If you have a story to share about how Survival Phrases - German helped you with your travels,
business, or personal relationships, we would love to hear about it!

Please e-mail us contactus@survivalphrases.com
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