
EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

    Introduction to English
Lesson 1 - 25

1-25

1



EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

Introduction

This is Innovative language Learning.
Go to InnovativeEnglish.com/audiobooks to get the lesson notes for this course, and sign up for your
FREE lifetime account.

This Audiobook will take you through the basics of English with Basic Bootcamp, All About, and
Pronunciation lessons.

The five Basic Bootcamp lessons each center on a practical, real-life conversation. At the beginning of
the lesson, we'll introduce the background of the conversation. After the conversation, you'll learn
carefully selected vocabulary and key grammar concepts. Next, you'll hear the conversation one time
at natural native speed. Finally, practice what you have learned with the review track. In the review
track, a native speaker will say a word or phrase from the dialogue. Repeat the words and phrases you
hear in the review track aloud to practice pronunciation and reinforce what you have learned.

In the fifteen All About lessons, you'll learn all about English and America. Our native teachers and
language experts will explain everything you need to know to get started in English, including how to
understand the writing system, grammar, pronunciation, cultural background, tradition, society, and
more -- all in a fun and educational format!

The five Pronunciation lessons take you step-by-step through the most basic skill in any language: how
to pronounce words and sentences like a native speaker. You'll go from basic concepts to advanced
tips and will soon sound like you've been speaking English your entire life.

Before starting the lessons, go to InnovativeLanguage.com/audiobooks to get the lesson notes for this
course, and sign up for your FREE lifetime account.
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1 Formal English 2
Vocabulary 2

Grammar Points 3
Cultural Insight 5
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Formal English

Formal
Mr. Anderson Hello, nice to meet you. I'm Hugo Anderson.
Ms. Smith Hi, Mr. Anderson. I'm Kendra Smith, nice to meet you too.
Mr. Anderson Please call me Hugo.

Informal
Hugo Hey, I'm Hugo. How's it going?
Kendra Hi there, I'm Kendra, Anthony's sister.
Hugo So you're his sister! I'm his roommate!

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

hello used to greet somebody interjection
nice pleasant; enjoyable adjective

to meet to come together verb
to be to exist or to exist as verb
too also; excessively; very adverb

please used for polite requests adverb
there in or at that place adverb
sister female sibling noun

roommate person living in the same room,
apartment, or house

noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

I said hello when I saw him.
Hello again.
It was a very nice performance—I enjoyed it.
You are not a very nice person.
Nice to meet you.
I forgot to tell you where to meet me.
Meet me at the bus stop.
Please be careful.
I'll be gone for a week.
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He likes her too.
That trip was too fun!
Could you please be quiet?
Please come in.
It's right there.
Stand over there please.
I look like my sister.
I share an apartment with my sister.
My roommate and I always hang out on the
weekends.
This is my roommate, John.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Self Introduction: Basic Greetings in English.
"Hi, Mr. Anderson, I'm Kendra Smith, nice to meet you too." 

Welcome to Basic Bootcamp. This five-part series will help you ease your way into English. We'll go
over all the basics that will really help you understand English much more quickly and more easily.
And we'll have fun doing it!

In this lesson, you will learn how to introduce yourself. We use today's phrases for self-introductions.
We'll be listening to a conversation between two people meeting for the first time.

For Example:

Formal:

Mr. Anderson: Hello, nice to meet you. I'm Hugo Anderson.

Ms. Smith: Hi, Mr. Anderson. I'm Kendra Smith, nice to meet you too.

Mr. Anderson: Please call me Hugo.

Informal:
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Hugo: Hey, I'm Hugo. How's it going?

Kendra: Hi there, I'm Kendra, Anthony's sister.

Hugo: So you're his sister! I'm his roommate!

Vocabulary
"Hello" vs. "Hi" vs. "Hey" 

These three words mean the same thing. "Hello" is more formal than "hi"; however, in many formal
situations, it is okay to use "hi." We only use "hey" with informal company.

"Nice to meet you" vs. "How's it going?"

"Nice to meet you" is a standard phrase we say when we meet somebody for the first time. You can
reply by using the same phrase and adding "too." You can also say "pleasure" or "pleased to meet
you." We use "how's it going" in informal situations, as well as to people you already know instead of
asking "how are you?"

"Please call me..." 

You can tell the other person what you would like him or her to call you. This is always helpful for
both people. Some people prefer others to call them by a nickname, and they will tell you so.

"Anthony's sister"/"I'm his roommate" 

Sometimes you can tell the person your relation to somebody he or she might know so that the person
can get a better idea of who you are.

Grammar

 Now is a good time to know the meaning of the verb "to be." We use this verb to point out the identity
of something, and we use it as an auxiliary verb as well.
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Cultural Insight

First Impressions

Introductions are first impressions that require both sides to do the right thing. That's why it's
important to do them correctly, especially if the occasion is formal. Look in the person's eyes when
you talk to him or her, but don't stare for too long. Offering a friendly smile is always helpful as well.
Talk in a voice that's audible, but don't shout.

Handshakes

It's common to shake hands with people you meet for the first time, both in formal and informal
situations. It's a very old custom that has various stories explaining its origin. Shaking hands requires
both parties to do it correctly. If you don't usually shake hands in your country, this might feel odd.
Remember to give a light squeeze that's not too strong and not too limp.

Names in English

In general, people call others by their first name, both among friends and also in business. However,
there are situations when people address others by "Mr.," "Ms.," "Miss," "Mrs.," "Dr.," "Professor,"
and so forth. If you are unsure of whom to call what, you can start with "Mr." for men and "Ms." for
women, and then the person may tell you to call him or her something else.
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English

A Hello, I am Sonya. I am Korean.
B Hi, I'm Javier. I'm Panamanian.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class
Korean person born or an inhabitant of

Korea
noun

Panamanian person born or an inhabitant of
Panama

noun

Australian person born or an inhabitant of
Australia

noun

Chilean person born or an inhabitant of
Chile

noun

South African person born or an inhabitant of
South Africa

noun

Sudanese person born or an inhabitant of
Sudan

noun

New Zealander person born or an inhabitant of
New Zealand

noun

Greenlandic person born or an inhabitant of
Greenland

noun

Polish person born or an inhabitant of
Poland

noun

Iraqi person born or an inhabitant of
Iraq

noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

They are both Korean.
His mother is Korean.
The Panamanians are friendly.
His friend is Panamanian.
The new student is Australian.
He was born in Sydney; he is Australian.
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Her friends are Chilean.
Her mother is Chilean.
His good friend is South African.
She's South African.
His parents are Sudanese.
I'm Sudanese.
She is a New Zealander.
They are New Zealanders.
He's Greenlandic.
His cousin is Greenlandic.
They met some Polish people yesterday.
He is Polish.
His mother is Iraqi.
He is Iraqi.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

Country and Ethnicity

The rules for nationality change depending on the country. The endings are "-ian," "-ean," "-an," "-ese,"
"-er," "-ic," "-ish," "-i," and nothing.

 

 

For Example:

Country Ending Ethnicity

"Australia" "-ian" "Australian"
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"Chile" "-ean" "Chilean"

"South Africa" "-an" "South African"

"Sudan" "-ese" "Sudanese"

"New Zealand" "-er" "New Zealander"

"Greenland" "-ic" "Greenlandic"

"Poland" "-ish" "Polish"

"Iraq" "-i" "Iraqi"

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Self Introduction: Basic English Sentence Structure
                                                                                                           I am Sonya. I am Korean.

 English word order is usually SVO: subject, verb, object. In other words, the subject comes first, then
the verb, then the object.
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We use the verb "to be" to indicate the identity of something. We conjugate this irregular verb that  as
follows: "I am," "you are," "he/she/it is," "we are," and "they are." We can also contract these forms as
follows: "I'm," "you're," "he's," "she's," "it's," "we're," and "they're."

Here are some examples of sentences using the verb "to be" to indicate nationality.

1. "I'm Pakistani."
2. "We are Nigerian."
3. "She's British."
4. "They are French."

 

Cultural Insight

Nationality and Language

In English, the name of a country's primary language can be the same word as the nationality in that
country. For example, "German" is the person and "German" is the language. However, many
countries are different as well. For example, "Costa Rican" is the person and "Spanish" is the
language.
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English

A Excuse me./Pardon me.
B How do you say ______ in English?
A What does ______ mean?
B I'm not sure what you mean.
A Could you repeat that?
B Could you speak more slowly?

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

excuse me phrase to apologize or get
someone's attention

phrase

to say to voice something verb
to mean to signify, to indicate noun

sure having no doubt about something adjective
could used to make a polite request verb

to repeat to do or to say something again verb
to speak to talk verb
slowly at a reduced speed adverb

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

Excuse me. Waiter, can we have a menu?
Excuse me, but can you tell me how to get to the
station?
They say that it's good.
He said that already.
The word means to feel happy.
I don't mean to be rude.
Do you want to watch the movie? - Sure!
Are you sure you don't want to come in?
Could you explain that?
Could you pass the salt?
The song repeated on the radio.
He repeated the phrase.
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I spoke in a loud voice.
May I speak with the store manager?
She drove more slowly.
He walked more slowly.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

"How do you say ______ in English?"

In this lesson, you will learn several essential phrases in English. You can use these phrases to ask your
English-speaking friends, your English teacher, or even our very own expert teachers for help with
your English!

 

 

 

"Excuse me."/"Pardon me."

"Excuse me" is a very handy phrase to know because you can use it in different ways. You use it when
you need to interrupt somebody or when you are trying to get by somebody. You can also use it to say
"sorry" as well.

 

 

"How do you say ______ in English?" 
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You can use this phrase to ask for a word in English from your own language. Don't forget the
auxiliary or helping verb "do" because the question would be grammatically incorrect without it.

 

 

"What does ______ mean?"

Ask what a certain English word means by using this phrase. As with the last phrase, don't forget the
auxiliary verb "do."

 

 

"I'm not sure what you mean." 

You can use this phrase to tell another person that you are confused. It usually stops the speaker and
asks the speaker to restate what he or she has just said.

 

 

"Could you repeat that?" 
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If you need clarification, don't be afraid to speak up. Just say this phrase when you need a person to say
something again.

 

 

"Could you speak more slowly?" 

If the speaker is speaking too quickly, tell him or her to slow down by saying this phrase.

 

 

For the last two phrases, you can add the word "please" if you want to be more polite.

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Asking Questions: 

Could you repeat that? 

In this lesson, you heard some essential phrases in English. You can use these phrases with your
English-speaking friends, your English teacher, or even our very own expert teachers!
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These phrases are made of grammar structure that may be a little complex to learn all at once, so let's
just take a look at the word "could". You can use this word in place of "can" in questions, so that the
question sounds polite. Therefore instead of saying, "can you repeat that?" by saying "could you repeat
that" the request sounds slightly more polite.

 

Cultural Insight

Getting a Word in When Someone Else is Speaking 

Interrupting is common in English. If you have a question in class or at work, you can jump in when
another person is speaking. However, it's a good idea to jump in at the end of a sentence or idea so that
you don't stop the speaker mid-sentence. Make sure to speak loudly and clearly as well; otherwise, you
may not be heard. Don't be surprised if the person you interrupt interrupts you back as well.
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Formal English

A One, two, three, four, five pencils; two, four, six, eight, ten erasers; and
two, four, six, eight, ten, twelve, fourteen, sixteen rulers.

B The first, second, and third prize winners will be announced shortly.
A Numbers fifty-two, twenty-three, eighty-seven, and seventy-nine are the

winning numbers!

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

cardinal number number that shows quantity noun
ordinal number number that shows order noun

lucky having good chance or fortune adjective
religious of or relating to an organized

belief
adjective

slot machine gambling machine that starts
when a coin is inserted and a
lever is pulled or a button is

pushed

noun

origin point or place where something
starts

noun

gambling activity of risking money in
hopes of gaining more

noun

floor level in a building noun
devil powerful evil spirit noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

We usually use cardinal numbers for counting.
Ordinal numbers tell us the sequence of things.
I was very lucky to win the prize.
I carry around a lucky coin.
She is very religious.
He lost a lot of money on the slot machines.
He hit the jackpot on the slot machines.
The country of origin was unknown.
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There are many English words with French
origins.
They were arrested for illegal gambling.
Gambling was her hobby, and she surprisingly
earned a lot.
The third floor is available.
They're on the second floor.
He dressed as a devil at the party.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Counting from One to Ten and from Ten to One Hundred. 
"One, two, three, four, five pencils; two, four, six, eight, ten erasers; and two, four, six, eight, ten,
twelve, fourteen, sixteen rulers."

In this lesson, you will learn one of the essentials in English...numbers. In this lesson, we will count
from one to ten and from ten to one hundred.

There are cardinal and ordinal numbers in English.

Here are the numbers from zero to ten.

Number Cardinal Ordinal
0 "zero" "zero"
1 "one" "first"
2 "two" "second"
3 "three" "third"
4 "four" "fourth"
5 "five" "fifth"
6 "six" "sixth"
7 "seven" "seventh"
8 "eight" "eighth"
9 "nine" "ninth"
10 "ten" "tenth"

Here are the numbers from eleven to twenty.

Number Cardinal Ordinal
11 "eleven" "eleventh"
12 "twelve" "twelfth'
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13 "thirteen" "thirteenth"
14 "fourteen" "fourteenth"
15 "fifteen" "fifteenth"
16 "sixteen" "sixteenth"
17 "seventeen" "seventeenth"
18 "eighteen" "eighteenth"
19 "nineteen" "nineteenth"
20 "twenty" "twentieth"

Here are the numbers from twenty to thirty.

Number Cardinal Ordinal
21 "twenty-one" "twenty-first"
22 "twenty-two" "twenty-second"
23 "twenty-three" "twenty-third"
24 "twenty-four" "twenty-fourth"
25 "twenty-five" "twenty-fifth"
26 "twenty-six" "twenty-sixth"
27 "twenty-seven" "twenty-seventh"
28 "twenty-eight" "twenty-eighth"
29 "twenty-nine" "twenty-ninth"

Multiples of ten up to one hundred:

Number Cardinal Ordinal
10 "ten" "tenth"
20 "twenty" "twentieth"
30 "thirty" "thirtieth"
40 "forty" "fortieth"
50 "fifty" "fiftieth"
60 "sixty" "sixtieth"
70 "seventy" "seventieth"
80 "eighty" "eightieth"
90 "ninety" "ninetieth"
100 "one hundred" "one hundredth"

Some Additional Notes on Numbers Discussed in the Lesson

We use cardinal numbers to count things and they tell us the quantity. Ordinal numbers tell you the
order of things. We use ordinal numbers in dates. 

Make sure to write (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, etc.) and pronounce the "-st," "-nd," "-rd," and "-th" at the end of
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the numbers for ordinal numbers.

Cultural Insight

What's Your Lucky Number?

Many cultures around the world have numbers tied to certain meanings or beliefs. In North America,
people consider the number seven to be a lucky number. There are many different reasons for this, but
one reason may stem from religious origins: God created the earth in seven days. In gambling, people
also think the number seven is a very lucky number on slot machines and a desired number on the
dice.

People in North America consider the number thirteen to be an unlucky number. Some buildings may
not even have a thirteenth floor. People believe Friday the thirteenth is an unlucky day as well. The
origin of this superstition is unknown, but Judas is the thirteenth person at the table in the famous
painting "The Last Supper," and he is the man who betrayed Jesus.

There are more numbers that people view as lucky or unlucky, such as 666 being the devil's number,
and eleven being another lucky number. Of course, whether or not people choose to believe these
superstitions is entirely up to them!
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English

A How much is it in total?
B That comes to twelve hundred dollars in total.
A Twelve hundred?
B Twelve hundred.
A I'll pay by credit card.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

how much a phrase to ask for the price of
something

phrase

total complete noun
to pay to give money in exchange for

something
verb

credit card a card used to purchase things on
credit

noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

How much is the course?
The total weight was not that heavy.
The total came to $140.
She paid her bills.
I paid for the coffee.
I'll pay for it with my credit card.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

Saying the Larger Numbers 

 English numbers are relatively easy to say. Use the commas as markers to indicate the name of the
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unit. In other words, if you have a number like 32,945, you say "thirty-two"; add the unit name, which
is "thousand" in this case; and then say the rest of the number, "nine hundred forty-five." It sounds like
"thirty two thousand, nine hundred forty-five."

 

Sometimes we read numbers differently just because it's easier to say them. In the dialogue, the speaker
said the number as "twelve hundred." This number is 1,200. The speaker has moved the comma
himself to the second zero. This is a common reading for money.

Be aware that some speakers will add the word "and" between some numbers. For example, some
people may pronounce the number 934,743 as "nine hundred and thirty-four thousand, seven hundred
and forty-three." Also, you can read numbers with a 1 in front as beginning with "one" or "a." For
example, we can read 100 as "one hundred" or as "a hundred."

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Counting from One Hundred to Ten Thousand. 
"That comes to twelve hundred dollars in total."

In this lesson, we'll continue on with numbers.

 

Number "English"
100 "one hundred"
110 "one hundred ten"
111 "one hundred eleven"
199 "one hundred ninety-nine"
1,000 "one thousand"
1,010 "one thousand ten"
1,100 "one thousand, one hundred"
1,374 "one thousand, three hundred seventy-four"
10,000 "ten thousand"
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Cultural Insight

Cashier Talk

 

When talking about the price of something, it is common to say the dollar value separate from the cent
value. In other words, $15.75 can be said as fifteen seventy-five without saying the cent or the dollar.
Cashiers may talk very quickly so this is a very common way to state the price of something.

LC: BB_L5_080410         © www.EnglishClass101.com - All Rights Reserved          2010-08-04

27



EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

All About

Introduction to English and the Top 5 Reasons to Study

1 Grammar Points 2

28



2

EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

Grammar Points

Introduction and the Top 5 Reasons to Study English

Linguistics

1. English is a Germanic language and is part of the Indo-European language group. It was carried to
different continents with the British Empire, and by the late nineteenth century, it had stretched
globally. If you include all the people who speak English as their native and as a non-native language,
there are over five hundred million English speakers, which places its popularity after Spanish in
second place and Chinese in first.

 

 

2. The English language is spoken as a native language in the United States, Canada, the United
Kingdom, Australia, and a few other countries. Since it's spoken in many different parts of the world,
there are many dialects and accents to the language. However, BBC English, which is also called
British English or the Queen's English, and General American, which is an accent from the midwest
part of the United States, are two dialects that are widely accepted.

3. Written English uses the Latin, or, as it's sometimes called, the Roman, alphabet. Each letter has a
lowercase and uppercase way to write it. The spelling of English words has influences from different
languages; therefore, we may not always pronounce a word the way we spell it. Some spelling
differences exist between BBC English and General American English.

4. As mentioned, people speak different kinds of English in different areas of the world, thus resulting
in many different accents. When they study the language, many English learners find it frustrating that
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person can pronounce the same word differently depending on the person and his or her background.

About the Motherland

English is a native language to the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Nigeria,
Ireland, South Africa, and New Zealand. The two widely accepted dialects are British English and
General American.

 

 

Where Is English Spoken?

On top of the native countries, English is spoken as a second language in many other countries. It is
also regarded as the lingua franca or the global language.

 

 

Why English Is Important

So why should you learn English? Here are some of the top reasons!
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1. To surf the net. The number of websites in English exceeds those in any other language.

2. To read. English is the most widely published language.

3. To get ahead in your career. English is the language people use most in science, aviation,
computers, diplomacy, and business. Many university courses are offered in English.

4. English is the lingua franca. If two people come face to face from different language backgrounds,
then they will most likely revert to English to communicate.

5. Learning English is fun and rewarding. It opens up many doors, and with some practice every day,
anyone can be able to speak and understand it.  
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Grammar Points

The English Writing System

The English writing system uses the Latin alphabet, otherwise known as the Roman alphabet. There
are twenty-six letters in total, which consist of twenty-one consonants and the five vowels -a, -e, -i, -o,
and -u. Each letter has two forms: the uppercase and the lowercase. Technically, we do not use
diacritics in English.

English has words from many different languages, including French, Greek, and Latin. We can see this
in the orthography of many English words. English does follow a phonemic rule; however, because of
these different influences, the rules are complex to learn and follow. That is why the spelling is not
always the same for the same pronunciation.

Also, the Great Vowel Shift that took place between 1400-1700 also accounts for spelling and
pronunciation discrepancies. There are several theories as to why there was so much change in vowels
during this time period. One theory states that, due to the fact that many immigrants had to
communicate with one another, English speakers had to adjust their speech so that they could
understand.
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Grammar Points

English Grammar

Welcome to our explanation of Basic English Grammar! Now, we know that grammar is not a favorite
among language learners, but in this lesson, we hope to bring you a general overview of some
important aspects to be aware of when you're learning English. Some of these points may be similar to
your native language, and some may be completely different.

 

 

 

First of all, English is an S-V-O language. This stands for "subject," "verb," and "object." Here's an
example of this structure in a sentence.

For Example:

1. "I drink coffee."

"I" is the subject or the one doing the action, "drink" is the verb or the action, and "coffee" is the object
or the thing receiving the action.

Here are other example sentences.

LC: ALL_L3_082510         © www.EnglishClass101.com - All Rights Reserved          2010-08-25

35



3

EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

For Example:

1. "He catches the ball."
2. "We watch the movie."

Most English sentences generally follow this sequence. Like always there are exceptions, but since this
is an overview, we won't touch upon that. Another thing to remember here is that you cannot drop the
subject in English, with a few exceptions. So avoid that temptation and mention the subject.

Let's move on to tenses. There are three tenses in English: past, present, and future. The third person
singular in the present tense is the only subject that we need to adjust the verb to.

For Example:

1. "I eat lunch."
2. "He eats lunch."

The third person "he" requires an "-s" on the verb in the present tense.

Here are examples of sentences in the past and future, respectively.

For Example:

1. "She brushed her teeth."
2. "He will buy shoes."

These examples are all in the simple past. And this brings us to the next topic: aspect. Many English
learners will have learned aspect with tenses. Aspects describe the nature of the action as opposed to
the tense that describes when it happened in time. The four aspects are: simple, perfect, progressive,
and perfect progressive. You've probably heard of this before. Here's an example of a sentence in the
progressive aspect.

For Example:
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1. "I am brushing my teeth."

The tense is in the present, and the aspect is in the progressive. That's how we know that the person is
talking about an action that is happening in the present time frame, as well as currently or at this
moment.

For Example:

1. "I was brushing my teeth."

In this example, the action happened in the past, and the aspect informs us that it was happening over a
certain length of time.

Keep in mind that English has many irregular verbs. There is no rule that governs the spelling;
therefore, it is best to learn them individually.

Another characteristic of English is that nouns do not have gender inflections. In other words, we use
the determiners "the" and "a" for all the nouns. However, English does have count and non-count
nouns. This means that we can pluralize some nouns by adding an "-s," but not others.

For Example:

1. "an apple" - "apples"
2. "water" - not "waters" but cups of "water"
3. "mouse" - not "mouses" but "mice"

These are best learned one by one as well.

We hope that you found this lesson useful, whatever level you are in your English learning. There is so
much more to talk about, but since this is an overview, we'll leave it here. Keep these things in mind
next time you have a chance to practice your English: they may help you communicate better.
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Basic English Pronunciation

English pronunciation can be troublesome for English language learners because there are three
versions of accepted Standard English: British English, General American, and General Australian. On
top of these three types, there are different accents that accompany speakers, which may make it
difficult for non-native people to understand the spoken language. Here we will help you understand
the sounds of English better so that you may understand why you'll find some words difficult to catch
or pronounce.

 

Sounds

Let's first take a look at how many sounds there are in English. There are generally about twenty-four
to twenty-five consonant sounds and eighteen to twenty-three vowel sounds. The numbers range
because different researchers have concluded there are different numbers for all three standard types.
English has rules governing pronunciation and spelling; however, since it has many words taken from
different languages, these rules are very complex. Therefore, it seems as though people do not  always
pronounce the words the way they spell them.

 

Stress and Syllables

In English, stress is phonemic, which means that every word has one strong stressed sound that the
listener depends on to understand the word. By changing the stress, it could change the meaning of the
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word or not mean anything at all to the listener. The rest of the syllables may be shorter or weaker
sounding, and depending on the speaker, the sound might be slightly different. That's why we can
communicate even using different versions of English: although the weaker syllables may sound
different, the stress is generally in the same position. This also means that English is a stress-timed
language. The stress appears in more or less a steady beat when speaking, and the weaker syllables are
all adjusted to accommodate the stressed sound.

 

Examples of some English words

I. "dessert" vs. "desert"

 

A "dessert" is the sweet food you eat after a meal, and a "desert" is the area of land covered in sand.
The stresses in the two words are in different parts, which make it possible to distinguish the
meanings.

II. "present" vs. "present"

"Present" with a stress on the first syllable is the noun meaning "gift." The second "present" with the
stress on the second syllable is a verb that means to formally give something to another.

By understanding the rhythm of English, you will be better equipped with the knowledge of what you
need to look out for. Try imitating a native speaker's pronunciation as much as possible when you
practice speaking. By doing so, you will be practicing detailed sounds, which will help you hear them
the next time someone utters them. Keeping the right beat of each sentence will also help your overall
fluency.

 

LC: ALL_L4_090110         © www.EnglishClass101.com - All Rights Reserved          2010-09-01

40



EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

All About

Top 5 Must Know English Phrases

5 Grammar Points 2

41



2

EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

Grammar Points

Top 5 Must-Know English Phrases

Here we'll introduce five phrases in English that you may hear in casual situations but that you may
not have learned in class. Keeping these in mind is helpful as native speakers use these phrases often.

 

 

"What's Up?"

Native speakers use "What's up?" in place of "How are you?" Native speakers use this phrase with
their friends or in casual situations. The answer is not "I'm fine" as in the formal question, nor is it
literal, as in "the sky." "Nothing much" is a common response that is often appropriate. Be careful not
to use this phrase in formal situations.

 

 

"See Ya Later"
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This is another casual phrase native speakers use when among familiar company. It means "goodbye."
Notice how the "you" is lax and speakers pronounce is as "ya," which is part of what makes this phrase
informal. Other varieties of this phrase are "later," "catch ya later," and "ciao." The last one is not
English, but native English speakers nevertheless use it.

 

 

"Guys"

This word is slang for "men," but English speakers also commonly use it to refer to women. We use it
when there's a group of people and we want to refer to them all. Native speakers often combine "guys"
with the word "you" in front of it, as in "you guys."

 

 

"You're Kidding!"

This is a phrase native speakers use to express disbelief about what they have just heard. That's why
we often say it with an exclamation, as in "You're kidding!" The person speaking is expressing his or
her surprise. When we use it slowly, it has a different kind of effect. It relays the same kind of disbelief
but a different feeling, as in "You're kidding...," meaning that what someone just said can't be right.
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"You Know What I Mean?"

Native English speakers use this phrase after they have explained something to check to see whether
the listener understood. Sometimes when people cannot quite explain something well, they may use
this to ask whether the other person at least understood the gist of what they want to say. Listeners can
easily miss this phrase, because when someone says it really fast, it may be hard to catch. Another
phrase that we can use in place of this that has the same meaning is "Get it?" 

 

 

There are plenty of common phrases that native English speakers use in everyday conversations. Those
were only a few to start you off. Try and use some in your daily conversations!
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The 5 Things You Have to Know about English and the USA!

Test your knowledge of the United States of America.

 

 

This lesson will build your basic knowledge of the United States by quizzing you on five areas of
knowledge: geography, pop culture, travel, economics, and myth busting.

1) Geography

Question: What is the biggest state?

 

 

Answer: Alaska is the biggest state, followed by Texas. It is the state that appears to be part of Canada.
It is roughly two and a half times the area of Texas. It has long coastlines and has many active
volcanoes.
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2) Pop Culture

Question: The late Michael Jackson is known to be the King of Pop. Who is the Queen of Pop?

 

 

Answer: Madonna is often called the Queen of Pop! She is a famous pop artist who first appeared on
the music scene in the 1980s and has had many controversial yet brilliant performances. She has been
a trendsetter and continues to perform today.  

3) Travel

Question: From which country was the Statue of Liberty a gift?

 

 

Answer: She was a gift from France in 1886 to celebrate the centennial of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. The location made it perfect for Americans to use her originally as a
lighthouse to give guidance to ships.

4) Economics
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Question: Which country is the United States' main export partner?

 

 

Answer: Canada. Mexico and China come in second and third, with Japan in fourth.

5) Myth Busting

Question: What's the official language of the United States?

 

 

Answer: There's no official language in the USA. The native language is English, but it is not the
official language. The second most common language is Spanish.
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American Cuisine

What comes to your mind when you think of American food? Hamburgers, hot dogs, and pizza?
You're definitely on the right track with these dishes; however, you'll see in this lesson how there's a
lot of different kinds of dishes that don't come to mind when you think of American food.

 

 

 

Table Etiquette

First, let's talk about table manners. Table manners may differ slightly in different regions, but we will
give you a safe standard that you can use in most situations. In general, we don't lift plates off the
table. This goes for soup bowls as well. Americans also consider slurping rude, and you should eat
soups without noise. When you're in the middle of your meal and you put your pieces of silverware
down, rest them on the left and right side of your plate with the handles on the table. When you're
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finished, place them completely on your plate pointing diagonally left. Of course, chew with your
mouth closed.

 

 

 

Regional Dishes

As you know, the United States is made of many different people from many different cultures. This
means that different areas of the country are known for their specialty dishes. These dishes will
definitely have clear influences from different immigrants, but nonetheless they have become
American over time.

 

 

 

A popular example is the influence of Mexican food. You can find countless taquerias in the state of
California, and Tex-Mex is the term describing the food that blends both southern and Mexican
cooking. This includes foods such as chili con queso, chili con carne, and fajitas, which are all
particular to this region. Tex-Mex cooking also uses a lot of beef and cheese in the cooking. Spices
that are not typically Mexican can also be found in Tex-Mex dishes.

Other regional dishes include Italian food, which has changed from the food the original immigrants
who came to the United States cooked. A popular dish that has been modified and spread is pizza, now
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a common fast food for many. Another popular common food is Chinese food. This too has changed
over time with Western influences, and it is now very different from the cuisines found in China. The
Chinese food found in the United States contains a lot of meat, which is different from the original
Chinese food that has a lot of vegetables.

Well-Known American Desserts

Accompanying a good meal is a good dessert. Some desserts that are popular in America are apple pie,
ice cream, brownies, carrot cake...and the list goes on and on. Some regional desserts are banana
pudding from the south, haupia from Hawaii, panocha from New Mexico and Colorado, Boston cream
pie from...well...Boston, and that list goes on as well. Common household everyday desserts can be ice
cream or cake from the local supermarket.

 

 

 

Seasonal Dishes

Seasonal dishes usually accompany a celebration of some sort in the United States. For example, many
Americans eat turkey during Thanksgiving. For many people, family and friends gather for a large
meal that takes hours to cook, with the main dish being turkey. Eggnog is a sweet dairy drink made of
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beaten eggs, sugar, cinnamon, and nutmeg that is usually sold only during the months from
Thanksgiving to Christmas. Barbecues are popular in the summer, with open grills cooking different
kinds of meats and vegetables. Either way, seasonal dishes are usually accompanied by gatherings, in
which people eat together and enjoy the food and company.

 

 

 

Top Five American Foods
Hamburgers 

Apart from being famous due to the many fast-food restaurants that serve hamburgers, there are
hamburgers that are gourmet and can still earn points for being a proper meal. The food with the meat
patty, lettuce, tomatoes, onions, pickles, and cheese between a bun is a very popular meal in the United
States. Some say it originated when a person at a fair in Hamburg, New York (named after Hamburg,
Germany) replaced sausages with beef to put in sandwiches. Other say it was because a man known as
Hamburger Charlie started serving meatballs in a sandwich at another fair. Whatever story may be
true, the hamburger's date of origin was around the 1880s. Since then, hamburgers have grown on the
American people, and today there are a variety, such as turkey burgers, chicken burgers, and buffalo
burgers. People also have their own preferences in toppings, such as avocado, bacon, chips, ham, chili
peppers, and so forth.
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Buffalo Wings

Despite the name, buffalo wings are fried chicken wings and coated in sauce. The name comes from
the sauce that they are smothered in. The sauce is usually spicy and is made from cayenne pepper and
melted butter. They are commonly served with celery sticks and blue cheese dressing. The origin of
the buffalo wing also has several stories. One is that in the 1960s, a lady named Teressa Belissimo
thought of frying chicken wings on the spot then tossing them into cayenne pepper when she heard that
her son was coming over with some friends. She served them celery sticks with blue cheese while they
waited. Teressa's son tells another story, stating that on a one night their bar was full of many people
buying a lot of drinks. He wanted to serve them something delicious to go with their drinks, and that's
when his mother came up with the idea. These days, buffalo wings are served as appetizers at many
restaurants and are also called "hot wings."

 

 

 

Jambalaya

Jambalaya is a Louisiana creole dish made of meats, vegetables, rice, and stock. The name is thought
to be from the French word jambon, which is "ham," and aya from a West African language, meaning
"rice." Like the name, the dish is a combination of European influences from the early settlers and the
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Africans who came to America enslaved. Chefs first cook or smoke the chicken and andouille sausage,
then they add tomatoes, other vegetables, and seafood. At the end, they add the rice and stock and
leave everything to simmer. The Cajun way of cooking it is to use a cast iron pot and not add any
tomatoes, which gives it a brown color. Many may think it looks similar to the Spanish paella, which
probably did heavily influence this dish.

 

 

 

Caesar Salad

This dish is definitely worth mentioning. A Caesar salad is made of green leaves-usually romaine
lettuce-croutons, and parmesan cheese, and it is covered in a dressing that has lemon juice,
Worcestershire sauce, olive oil, egg, and some black pepper. You can find this salad on almost any
menu in a typical restaurant, and if you're not feeling sure of the salad you want, you can never go
wrong with this one. Like other foods, there are several stories as to who invented the salad, but a
popular misconception is that it is named after Julius Caesar-it is not. One story is that it was invented
by an Italian-born Mexican named Cardini Caesar who had a restaurant in Tijuana but lived in San
Diego. Another story is that a man named Paul Maggiora made it for an American in the air force.
Either way, the two stories date from around the 1920s. 
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Pizza

We cannot NOT mention this food! Pizza is the flat, usually circular dough that is topped with tomato
sauce, mozzarella, and other toppings of choice. The pizza in the United States comes from the
Italians, but people also topped flat bread with olive oil and seasoning in other ancient Mediterranean
societies. Different areas of the United States may have different ways of making pizza. For example,
Chicago is popular for its Chicago-style pizza, which is made of a thicker crust and chunkier tomato
sauce. Pizza is a favorite among Americans for parties, as it is easy to pick up the phone and order a
box. Many families have the number to the local pizza shop on their fridge. There are many toppings
of meats and vegetables you can choose from and different sizes as well. 

 

 

 

Top Five Foods for Your Sweet Tooth

We picked out some junk food for you to try as well! Here are our top five.
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Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich

A peanut butter and jelly sandwich is a popular snack for everyone. Take two slices of bread and
smother peanut butter on one slice and strawberry jam on the other. Put it together and you have your
snack.

 

 

 

Root Beer

Root beer is a carbonated drink originally prepared using sassafras. Many who are unaccustomed to
this drink may find the taste to be strange, disgusting, or pretty good. In other words, you like it or hate
it.
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Cadbury Mini Eggs

Seasonal only during Easter, Cadbury Mini Eggs are little egg-shaped chocolates that are coated in a
pastel colored candy shell. They sound like a typical chocolate snack, but these are really good.

 

 

 

Twizzlers

Twizzlers are a licorice snack that is sold in a pack where you have to tear a strip off from the pack.
Strawberry is a popular flavor, but other flavors are also sold. This candy is also known for its
straw-like shape, because it is hollow in the middle.
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Jelly Belly

These are small jellybeans that come in a variety of flavors. The box has instructions on how to
combine flavors to get a different tasting flavor. The little beans come in fifty different flavors, each
with a unique color.
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Top 5 Things You Need to Know about American Society

Society is a very broad topic and is hard to summarize in a single lesson. That's why we're narrowing it
down to the top five most important aspects of American society: America's major cities, family, work
culture, the economy, politics, and general trends!

 

 

Major Cities
San Francisco

Located in northern California, San Francisco is known for its thick fog and steep hills. There are an
estimated 776,733 people living in the city of San Francisco, in which a little under a quarter are from
twenty-five to thirty-five years of age. Many of the buildings are Victorian style and modern as well,
so you get a little bit of both old and new, like many other cities in the world that have done a good job
of preserving the old while advancing. The famous Golden Gate Bridge goes over the San Francisco
Bay, where it opens up to the Pacific Ocean.
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The city maintains a system of old cable cars, which people use as transportation to get around the
city, as well as modern subways and buses. The city is so diverse in its racial makeup that you'll find
the people there are very open-minded and eclectic in their views. This attitude is fueled by the young
and liberal quality of the city.

New York City

Located on the east coast of the country, New York City is also known as the Big Apple. Like the state
of California, New York is also known as the city of entry for many immigrants. That is why there are
many different communities within the city. You may have heard of famous areas and landmarks in
New York, such as Broadway, Wall Street, Rockefeller Plaza, the Empire State Building, the Statue of
Liberty, and many others.

 

 

There are over eight million people living in the city, making it the most populous city in the United
States. The city plays an important influential role in art, culture, finance, entertainment, media, and
other areas, a range as diverse as the city itself.

Washington, D.C.

Washington, the District of Columbia, is also the capital of the United States. This is where the three
branches of government are located, as well as under one hundred and fifty foreign embassies. The
city is known for government, monuments, and museums. It has a population of about six hundred
thousand, but during the week, commuters add on to the population, pushing it to over a million.
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Family Life

Typically, in the past, an American family consisted of a mother, a father, and perhaps around two
children. The father was the breadwinner, while the mother stayed at home taking care of the house
and children. However, more and more families these days do not fit this standard structure: more
women work outside the home than ever before and often earn more money than their spouses. Family
sizes may range from many brothers and sisters to only child houses. It is also common to see houses
with stepbrothers, stepsisters, stepfathers, and stepmothers or single-parent families.

 

 

Typically, women change their last name when they get married, but this has also changed over time
with more and more women either keeping their last names or hyphenating them.

Also, because of the different racial makeup of different families, a child may grow up speaking one
language in the house and English outside.

When a child graduates from high school, it is not uncommon for him or her to go attend college and
pay their way through it as well. Many parents may help fund the education, but many students may
also receive government money if they need some extra finances.

Work Culture and Economy
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America has the largest economy in the world, with a GDP of over $14.5 trillion. People generally
believe that if you work hard in the United States, you can achieve what you want. Working hours are
typically from nine o'clock to five o'clock, which varies depending on the kind of job and employer. A
typical American office ranges from strict business attire to jeans and running shoes. The language
workers use in either case is relatively casual. The mentality is to do good and fast business, and
businesses favor good decisions that are made within a certain time.

 

 

The hierarchy between managers and subordinates is not obviously apparent, as people are expected to
treat individuals with respect. They see that work is important, but seeing an individual with a life and
family outside of work is also important. There are typically two types of workers: full time and part
time. Full-time workers usually have a set schedule and receive a salary. Part-time workers receive an
hourly wage.

People commute to work in car, trains, buses, trains, bicycles, and other methods of transportation.

Politics

There are two major political parties in the States: the Republicans and the Democrats. The current
President is Barack Obama, who is a Democrat, and who is also the first African American president
of the country. The two major parties receive support predominantly from wealthy individuals or
businesses in the form of money. In return, the parties must listen to their wishes, which don't always
turn out for the better of the country. There are other parties too, and a member from those parties may
be elected as well as President as well, but they do not usually have enough votes or finances.
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Each individual state is self-governing, which means that they can create laws for their particular state.
That is why you find different rules in different states. Nevertheless, the President is a direct vote by
the people.

In the past, many young people have felt discouraged about voting because they feel a lack of power in
their decision due to how the votes are counted. The voting age in the United States is eighteen.

General Trends

The younger generation in the United States tends to have a more liberal mindset than the older
generations, which is probably common for many other countries as well. Young people may be less
restricted by traditional morals, whether religious or cultural. This is most likely to be a result of
changing technology and faster information that allow them relative freedom to access different kinds
of information. Also, the racial makeup is changing, creating a fusion of viewpoints from different
cultures. Generations with parents born outside of the United States have very different ideas of
society, which then are communicated to other groups. This, of course, is not always a smooth
movement and is the cause of a lot of conflict in the country, but nevertheless it moves society to a
direction of constant change.
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Top 5 Important Holidays During the American Calendar Year

The United States has many important national holidays. These holidays range from days that the early
settlers celebrated to days that different cultures celebrate. Here, we have picked five holidays that we
consider to be the biggest, and we will talk about them in reverse order.

 

 

Number Five: Super Bowl Sunday

The fifth most important holiday is Super Bowl Sunday. Super Bowl Sunday is not an actual holiday
in America, but since it falls on a Sunday, it is widely observed. It is the championship game of the
NFL or the National Football League, the major professional football league. The game draws one of
the biggest, if not the biggest, audiences of any TV event each year, and even people who are not
usually football fans will tune in. People will usually throw barbecue parties with a lot of food and
beer and play football in the street during halftime. Since the audience is so big, many companies
make special commercials for the event. These are popular and many people talk about them the next
day at work.
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Number Four: New Year's Eve

The fourth most significant holiday is New Year's Eve and not New Year's Day. People like to
celebrate New Year's Eve with parties or at bars with friends and family. There's usually a lot of
drinking involved and games as well. The highlight of the night is the countdown to end the year,
when people gather, usually around the TV, and count down the last ten seconds together. When they
reach zero, they yell out "Happy New Year!" People then will kiss a loved one or a complete stranger
to celebrate the new year. You can see people rush around at the last minute trying to find the right
person to kiss.

 

 

Number Three: Independence Day

The third most important holiday is Independence Day, the fourth of July. It's a day to remember
America declaring its independence from Britain. America was a group of British colonies, and after
much frustration over the treatment they were receiving from the King of England, the colonists had
Thomas Jefferson write the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. These days it is celebrated
with games, picnics, and barbecues in backyards, at parks, and on beaches. Fireworks are also a main
event on this day, and people gather to watch public firework displays.
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Number Two: Thanksgiving Day

The second most significant holiday is Thanksgiving Day, which is held on the third Thursday of
November each year. It's celebrated by getting together, usually with extended family, and is marked
by eating lots of food. The most traditional food to eat on Thanksgiving is turkey. Since it's a large
bird, it's perfect for large groups of friends and family. The turkey is traditional because it is a
reminder of how the early European settlers in America shared a harvest meal with the Native
Americans long ago. That's why Thanksgiving is not only a harvest celebration like they have in other
countries, but it reminds Americans of the many things to be thankful for.

 

 

Number One: Christmas Day

The number one holiday in the United States is Christmas Day. This day, the twenty-fifth of
December, is really big in America, and like Thanksgiving, a lot of people travel across the country to
be with their relatives. It is a time for giving presents and eating feasts, which makes this holiday
popular for children and adults alike. Most people gain weight during the holiday period between
Thanksgiving and the New Year, and the biggest culprit is Christmas because of the big feasts and
sweet desserts. Some people serve turkey again, but you also see ham, roast beef, and other dishes.
Eggnog is a popular dessert at this time, which can be non-alcoholic for children or spiked with rum or
brandy for adults.
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Top 5 Things to Know about Pop Culture in the United States

As popular culture changes quickly and drastically, this lesson is focused on the most recent pop
culture. Please keep in mind that this lesson was written in 2010.

 

Popular Music

Radio stations across the United States play pop music every day, and people quickly download it off
the Internet into the music players of consumers everywhere. American pop artists are also well known
all over the world. Some recent famous names include Lady Gaga, the Black Eyed Peas, the Red Hot
Chili Peppers, Beyonce, Taylor Swift...and the list goes on. Other more iconic and historical artists
include Madonna, Jimi Hendrix, the Beach Boys, the late Michael Jackson, and many others.

 

Music has a big influence on society, especially among younger groups, because an identity is
associated with the type of music they listen too-something that is probably true for all music lovers
around the world. Music and the artist who produces it also influence fashion. This makes consumers
buy music and listen to an artist not only for the tune, but also for the image. An underlying theme to
much of this music and fashion is the idea of being cool and hip, which people find both fun and
superficial.

Along with popular music comes censorship. In the corner of some CD covers, there is a little square
with the words "Parental Advisory, Explicit Content." This means that the RIAA or Recording
Industry Association of America has decided that the lyrics of the music are profane. Parents who still
have control of what their children buy can immediately see this. Nevertheless, music lyrics continue
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to introduce some buzzwords into common speech.

Popular Movies

Movies are a part of a casual, relaxing evening in the United States for many people, whether they
choose to go to a movie theater or they sit at home with their own entertainment system. Movies and
actors and actresses get much attention from the media in the United States, often becoming symbols
of beauty and luxury.

 

The film industry generates billions of dollars every year, with people always talking about the latest
and the best movies to watch. Hundreds of movies are produced every year, and many box office hits
go overseas and are translated into the respective languages of various countries. Award shows like the
Oscars are held to celebrate the best movies and the best actors and actresses who star in them.

Rental shops are also changing the way they do business by allowing people to rent movies online so
they receive a movie in the mail.

Though the audience is smaller, foreign films also receive much attention. A movie in a different
language allows a glimpse into a world that is miles away, and movies make this possible.

Popular Television

Television also fuels the life of pop culture in the United States. With home entertainment systems
advancing, TV is very different today compared to twenty years ago. TV programs range from game
shows to talk shows to dramas. Some popular titles include "Desperate Housewives," "Lost," "Family
Guy," "Grey's Anatomy," and so forth. TV is also changing in that many shows can now be watched
online whenever the viewer wants. TiVo is also popular, and it is a digital video recorder that allows
people to watch their favorite shows any time they want. TV no longer needs to be watched at a certain
time or in a certain place anymore. Foreign shows are also making it onto American TV, such as soap
operas in Spanish and Japanese anime.
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Popular Sports

Believe it or not, baseball is the national sport of America. Many people think it's American football or
maybe even basketball, but it is definitely baseball. It's one of the oldest sports in the United States,
dating back from the mid-1800s when it evolved from old bat and ball games. Major League Baseball,
also known by its acronym MLB, is divided into two groups, the National League and the American
League, each of which has different teams within them. Each team in the MLB represents a city, which
in general is where the supporters are from. People go to games wearing team colors, uniform shirts,
crazy hats, and even face paint, all so that they can root for their team. They can enjoy the games with
food and drinks.

 

Popular Technology

Keeping up with the times means keeping up with technology. Over the years, technology has
influenced lives all over the world and has become accessible to many people. The United States is
one of the leaders in technology, and it is fueled by quick adaptation by businesses and the young. One
piece of technology has changed is the way music is carried around: portable music players are smaller
than ever, and new ones are always being developed with more memory. Music is bought in mp3 files
as opposed to on physical CDs. Another gadget is the cellular phone. Young children are now carrying
around cell phones that have more and more features, including access to the Internet. Games are also
a popular and changing arena, ranging from games on the computer to video games that people can
play with multiple players from different areas of the world. Whatever the piece of technology, the
development of new mechanisms and the improvement of existing ones is constantly modifying our
lives.   
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Top Five Useful Tools for Learning English

Here are some great tools to aid you in your English studies:

 

1. A Good Dictionary

A good dictionary is a necessity when learning languages, whatever your mother tongue may be. An
online dictionary that is helpful is Wordreference.com. This dictionary gives definitions in Spanish,
French, Italian, German, Russian, and English. It's a good online dictionary because it has a discussion
forum where you can ask questions if you're not sure about how the word is used in context. Even for
those whose mother tongues are not included, the English definitions also have discussion forums.

 

http://wordreference.com/

2. Urban Dictionary

If you frequently wonder about certain words that you hear and notice that they're not in the dictionary,
then this may be the dictionary to go to. Urban Dictionary gives definitions of slang, buzzwords, and
phrases that you might not find in a regular dictionary. It gives the definition and a sample sentence for
each word or phrase. The dictionary contains profanity as well.
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3. BBC Learning English

The BBC website has a Learning English page that offers articles, quizzes, listening practices, blogs,
and more geared toward the English learner. This is a good way to study English in the news or for
businesses purposes. The articles are short and come along with audio for you to listen to. Be careful if
you're studying American English, though, since the pronunciation tips as well as the spelling will be
in British English.

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/

4. Guide to Grammar

This site helps you with grammar questions you may have. It has an index that you can use to look up
your grammar question and also a search engine so that you may type in and search for your grammar
question. It also contains quizzes that you can take to improve your grammar.

 

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm

5. Text Twist

Improving your vocabulary once you hit a certain level may be hard for many. Everybody will
appreciate having some fun while they are learning, though. You can play a simple word game, Text
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Twist, online or download it from the web to help improve your vocabulary. The object of the game is
to create words by rearranging the given alphabet letters. If you can figure out the longest word, then
you go to the next level. It's simple enough to do without too much concentration, but at the same time,
it'll make you want to know much more vocabulary than you currently do.  

 

http://get.games.yahoo.com/proddesc;_ylt=A0Kjq7EFGbBLIjMAcaZn4At.;_ylu=X3oDMTExN2szY
25nBHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDMQRjb2xvA3NwMQR2dGlkAwRsA1dTMQ--?gamekey=texttwist
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The Focus of This Lesson Is to Learn Some Useful Phrases for the Classroom in English.

Here are the phrases from the lesson.

 

1. "Are there any questions?"/"Is everybody okay?"

You might hear your teacher ask you this question from time to time to make sure you understand the
lesson. If you don't understand or if you have a question, there's no better time to ask than now. Don't
be shy with your questions, even if you feel that the teacher has already gone over the subject.
Teachers usually like questions!

 

2. "Please turn to page 106."/"Take a look at page 106."

If you're using a textbook in class, your teacher will tell you to go to a certain page. You'll hear this
phrase. Note that many people will probably say "one-oh-six" as opposed to "one hundred and six."

 

3. "Who would like to read the instructions?"/"Can somebody read the instructions?"
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Your teacher probably doesn't want to always call on people to do things, so if your teacher says this,
go ahead and volunteer. Even if you're not the best reader or the strongest speaker in class, this is your
chance to take the lead!

 

4. "What do you mean?"

If you ask a question and the teacher can't seem to understand, the teacher might ask you this. If he or
she does, try to rephrase what you said. You can even ask for help from a classmate if you need it!

 

5. "Okay, let's carry on."/"Okay, let's continue."

This is a signpost phrase, meaning that the subject at hand is to be left and a new topic is about to start.
If you have any questions at this point, now is a good time to jump in and stop your teacher. You can
usually just interrupt and get the teacher's attention. 
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Phrases Your Teacher Might Never Teach You

 

1. "Ain't"

"Ain't" stands for "hasn't," "haven't," "aren't," "isn't," "am not," "don't," "doesn't," and "didn't." You'll
hear people replace all those words with "ain't." The word came after a contraction of "am not," which
changed to "an't," then finally to "ain't." This word is good to know rather than to use, since people
may view someone as uneducated if he or she uses it with the wrong company. However, people use it
from time to time, so next time you hear it, you'll understand its meaning.

 

For Example:

1. "Say it ain't so!" meaning "Say it isn't so!"
2. "We ain't done yet" meaning "We aren't done yet."

2. "My Bad"

"My bad" is a light apology and means the same as "I'm sorry." Since it's less serious, we often use it
casually.
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For Example:

1. A: "Stop playing around!"
B: "My bad."

2. A: "You stepped on my foot!"
B: "Oops, my bad."

3. "Call"

This word in this case has nothing to do with a telephone call and does not mean to shout out to
somebody. Instead, it means "decision."

 

For Example:

1. "Good call" means "Good decision"
2. "It's your call" means "It's your decision"

We can also use it to mean that something almost happened but didn't.

For Example: 

1. "That was a close call!"

4. Words to Call a Friend or Partner
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There are many words to call a friend. These are only a few: "buddy," "pal," "mate" (one person),
"Bonnie and Clyde," "partners in crime," and "better half" (in a couple).

 

For Example:

1. "He's my mate from high school."
2. "Where's your partner in crime tonight?"

5. "Cool"

We use "cool" very often in casual conversations and it has several meanings. We can use it as a
response to a question or as an adjective meaning "nice," "yes," or "good." Don't use this word if
you're in polite company if you want to be safe.

 

For Example:

1. "Cool apartment" meaning "Nice apartment"
2. "She's cool" meaning "She's a good person."
3. "What do you think of the painting?" "It's cool" meaning "It's nice."

We use many more slang terms in everyday conversation; however, these five are common and are
useful to know.
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The Focus of This Lesson Is the Top Five Tips for Avoiding Common Mistakes in English.

In this lesson, we're going to give you some tips on how to avoid common mistakes made by learners
of English. This is so that you can be aware of certain errors and keep them in mind when you learn.
Common errors are different for different language backgrounds, but we'll try to touch upon the
general differences.

 

Tip Number One: Watch Your Spelling!

One thing to be careful of is your spelling. When writing something in English, a single spelling error
could ruin the whole piece of writing. English words are tricky in a sense that the spelling does not
always match the way we pronounce a word. Be sure to use the spell checker on your computer, and
even then double check with your eyes for the correct spelling of heterographs, which are words that
sound the same but have different meanings and spellings. Be careful with American spelling and
British spelling: use one or the other and don't change them around while writing. It's also a good idea
to double check the spelling of somebody's name, because that is a common mistake.

 

Tip Number Two: Watch Your Language!

Although English is relatively casual compared to languages that have levels of formality, you still
have to choose your words according to the company you find yourself in. In other words, language
that you might have learned from music or movies may not always be appropriate in professional or
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proper situations and could well offend someone. If you're going to be in polite company, you might
want to reassess some of the words that are in your vocabulary bank. Words that are most likely safe to
use are from newspapers or the news on TV. Keep political correctness in mind as well-in other words,
be sure not to use terms that may offend certain groups of people. For example, the word "stewardess"
has been replaced by "flight attendant." It is better to stay safe and watch your language.

 

Tip Number Three: Watch Your Nouns

Nouns are easy when you learn them. They seem pretty straightforward, but some of them may be
tricky. We can divide nouns into count and non-count nouns. We can make the count nouns plural by
adding an "-s" or "-es" to the words, depending on the word. We cannot make non-count nouns into
plurals by adding an "-s." For example, we can pluralize the word "song" by adding an "-s," as in "that
is his favorite song" or "those are his favorite songs." However, we don't usually pluralize the word
"music," for example, by adding an "-s": "that is his favorite musics" is not used. We put something in
front of it to make the noun countable, which in this case would be "pieces of music" or "types of
music."

 

Tip Number Four: Know Your Vowels

Vowels in English are tricky. There are five written vowels: "-a," "-e," "-i," "-o," or "-u," but there are
many different ways to pronounce them. Depending on the combination with other vowels and
consonants, the sound of the vowel may change. People with different accents will also pronounce the
same vowel in a word differently, whether or not they speak it as a first or second language. So if
you're coming from a language with flat vowels, this might be a tricky thing to catch. A good way to
practice this is by shadowing native speakers and by better understanding the positioning of the
tongue. This way, you will not only become a clearer speaker yourself, but you will also be able to
catch the sounds that you didn't hear before.
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Tip Number Five: Know that Some Differences are VERY Different

Many languages have speakers that speak with different accents, which as mentioned before is true
also in English. Yet speakers of English generally understand one another because in the end it is the
same language. However, once in a while, differences in vocabulary arise and an odd word comes
along with a completely different meaning in one English than the other. For example, in American
English, we call the piece of clothing on the lower half of the body "pants." Yet the same word in
British English refers to an undergarment. Another example is that we consider the first floor in the
United States the "ground floor" and often mark it with a "G" in an elevator, whereas in British
English, we mark it with a "1" to indicate it is the "first floor." Here's another example-one that might
cause embarrassment if you make a mistake. An "eraser" is the tool that you use when you make
mistakes with your pencil in American English. In British English, this is called a "rubber." However,
"rubber" is slang for a "condom" in the United States.

 

So there are some common mistakes that you want to avoid if you can, but at the same time, don't be
afraid to make mistakes. Learn from them and improve your English when you make a mistake!
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The Focus of This Lesson Is the Top Five Favorite Phrases from the Hosts.

Here are our hosts' top five favorite phrases.

 

Number One: "I See"

This phrase means "I am listening to you" and "I understand what you are saying, but it doesn't mean I
necessarily agree with you." It's a compact and useful phrase to know. For example, "I see your point,
but I don't really agree with you" means that the speaker understands but doesn't necessarily agree with
the other person. We can also use it as an exclamation, as in "Oh, I see!" to mean that you understand.

 

Number Two: "By the Way"

This phrase allows you to change the topic of the conversation. We use it to tell the listener that you
are going to go off topic without being rude. It's a common phrase people often utter because it is
convenient and allows the speaker to swing the conversation onto something he or she wants to talk
about. The speaker usually says it in a light tone of voice.

 

For Example:
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1. A: "Have you had coffee yet?"
B: "No, not yet. Oh by the way, do you know the results of last night's game?"

Number Three: "Give It a Go"

This phrase does not mean to give something or to go somewhere, but it means "to try something" or
"to attempt to do something." If a person says this phrase to you, he or she is urging you to try
something. We can also replace the word "go" with the word "shot," as in "give it a shot."

 

Number Four: "No Way!"

This is a strong expression. It means "definitely no!" Since it's a strong expression, it usually is
accompanied by the some feeling in the speaker's voice. You can also use it to express disbelief. For
example, the sentence "There's no way you're going outside without cleaning up your room!" sounds
like a parent telling a child that going outside without cleaning is a definite no. Another example is "no
way, the concert was postponed to next week!" In that case, the speaker is expressing disbelief.

 

Number Five: "Come on"

This phrase has many uses. You can say "come on" when you don't believe something, as in "Oh come
on! I don't believe that!" Or you can use it in its literal sense, to tell somebody to come with you, as in
"come on, let's get going." You can also use it when expressing frustration, as in "oh come on! Why
won't you believe me? It wasn't me!"
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So there it is! Five phrases that are useful and common in the English language. Go ahead and try to
use them next time you have a conversation.

 

LC: ALL_L15_111710         © www.EnglishClass101.com - All Rights Reserved          2010-11-17

93



EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

Pronunciation

The Pronunciation of Vowels in American English

1 Grammar Points 2

94



2

EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Pronunciation of Vowels in American English.

In these five lessons, we will explain American pronunciation in detail so that you have a better
understanding of how the language works. As you know, different languages have different sounds,
and sometimes it is difficult to imitate the sound of another language when learning it. Here, we will
try to break down General American English pronunciation so that you can see why you may have
difficulty hearing certain words or why the pronunciation of some words is so odd.

 

 

 

 

In this first lesson, we will be looking at the vowels of American English. The twenty-six letter
English alphabet has twenty-six sounds divided into two groups: vowel sounds and consonant sounds.
In this lesson, the first part of our five-part pronunciation series, you'll learn how to pronounce vowels
as we pronounce them in American English. Unlike consonants, which are "closed" sounds for which
we stop the flow of air in some way, vowels are "open" sounds. When we form vowel sounds, the air
is not stopped; rather, it flows freely from the mouth. Every English word has at least one vowel
sound.
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The English Alphabet Has Five Vowels: "-a," "-e," "-i," "-o," and "-u"

While there are only five vowels, there are eighteen to twenty-three vowel sounds depending on the
researcher. We'll take a look at these a little bit further into the lesson.

 

 

 

 

Vowels generally fall into two categories: "long vowels" and "short vowels." We make vowel sounds
in our mouths by positioning our tongue and the lips. We make front vowels with the tongue
positioned in the front of our mouths. We make back vowels in the back of our mouths, and we make
central vowels in the center. A diphthong is when the tongue changes its position and glides from one
vowel sound to another. Instead of getting too technical with the names, we will explain the different
sounds using different words.

Front Vowels

For Example:

1. Vowel sound in "heat" and "leap"
2. Vowel sound in "hit" and "tip"
3. Vowel sound in "met" and "kept"
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Vowel sound in "map" and "bat"

Central Vowels

For Example:

1. Vowel sound in "the"
2. Vowel sound in "but" and "tough"

Back Vowels

For Example:

1. Vowel sound in "loop" and "boot"
2. Vowel sound in "hook" and "put"
3. Vowel sound in "thought"
4. Vowel sound in "lot"

Diphthongs

For Example:

1. Vowel sound in "tow"
2. Vowel sound in "crowd"
3. Vowel sound in "light"
4. Vowel sound in "main"
5. Vowel sound in "coin"
6. Vowel sound in "peer"
7. Vowel sound in "pair"
8. Vowel sound in "lure"

All of these vowel sounds are different and are represented by the five vowels or a combination of the
vowels. So, as you can see, the differences may be slight, but there are many vowel sounds in English.
Sometimes it doesn't matter if you pronounce a vowel differently, but sometimes it does matter in that
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it could be an entirely different word. The more you practice your pronunciation, the more you will be
able to hear the different vowels, and the more you'll understand. Good luck with these!
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Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Consonants in English.

In this lesson, we'll explore American English consonants. American English has voiced consonant
sounds and voiceless consonant sounds. We make a voiced sound with our vibrating vocal cords. All
vowel sounds in the previous lesson, for example, are voiced. A voiceless sound occurs when your
vocal cords are not vibrating, and we just make the sound with air, the shape of our mouths, and the
position of our tongues.

 

 

There are twenty-four or twenty-five consonants in total: the number varies depending on the
researcher. As with the vowel lesson, we will give you the sound with an example word.

For Example:

1. Consonant sound in "pin"
2. Consonant sound in "bin"
3. Consonant sound in "toe"
4. Consonant sound in "doe"
5. Consonant sound in "cap"
6. Consonant sound in "gap"
7. Consonant sound in "choose"
8. Consonant sound in "juice"
9. Consonant sound in "main"

10. Consonant sound in "name"
11. Consonant sound in "hang"
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Consonant sound in "fast"
- Consonant sound in "vast"
- Consonant sound in "thick"
- Consonant sound in "this"
- Consonant sound in "sap"
- Consonant sound in "zap"
- Consonant sound in "shin"
- Consonant sound in "pleasure"
- Consonant sound in "house"
- Consonant sound in "wine"
- Consonant sound in "rose"
- Consonant sound in "young"
- Consonant sound in "left"

Many of these sounds may be familiar to you from your native tongue. However, you may not use
some of these sounds in your language. Pay attention to the sounds that you do not use in your native
language so that you can get used to the tongue positioning of the word.

Be aware that English spelling can be tricky in that the same combination of letters may not always
have the same pronunciation in different words. With some patience and much practice, the
pronunciation will become easier and the words will be less difficult to pronounce. Try exaggerating
the sounds when you practice so that you get a better idea of how to shape your mouth and how to
position your tongue in your mouth.
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Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Stress in American English. 

In the first two lessons, we talked about vowels and consonants, which are the sounds that make up a
word. In this lesson, we will talk about stress.

English is a stress language. This means that every word has at least one syllable that is more audible
than the rest of the syllables. When we stress the wrong syllable, the word may be harder to
understand. Stress only falls on vowels and not consonants.

For Example:

1. "star": one-syllable word, one stress
2. "lesson": two-syllable word, one stress
3. "calendar": three-syllable word, one stress

See whether you can hear the stress in the words in the above examples. The sound that we emphasize
the most is the stress, and most often it is also the syllable that lasts the longest.

Here's an example of a word that has a functional difference when we change the stress:

For Example:

1. "an increase": noun
2. "to increase": verb

And here's an example of how sometimes it's hard to understand different accents (note the spelling
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difference as well).

For Example:

1. "aluminum": American English
2. "aluminium": British English

Some words may have a secondary stress, such as "pronunciation." It may seem as though this word
has two stresses, but the "-a"is the main stress, and the "-u" is the secondary stress.

Nouns, verbs, and adjectives are known to be content words in a sentence, which mean that they have
meaning on their own. We usually hear the stress in these words, which then sets the rhythm of the
sentence.

For Example:

1. "I saw a friend last weekend."

In this particular sentence, "saw," "friend," and "last" "weekend" are the content words. Thus, hearing
the sentence as a whole, those are the words that have the most audible stress. The other words, "I,"
"a," and "last," are not as important; therefore, we do not stress them as much when we are speaking.
This does not mean that we do not say them, but rather we do not emphasize them as much.

Of course, depending on what you want to convey, the stress of the sentence may change.

For Example:

1. "I saw a friend last weekend."

In this sentence, the speaker is trying to make it clear that it was "last" weekend and not any other
weekend. If you want to stress the subject, then you might say the sentence like this.

For Example:
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"I saw a friend last weekend."

 

Stress is an important aspect to know and understand when learning English. It will also set the stage
for the next lesson. If your native tongue is not a stress language, then it may be hard to pronounce
words as well as hear and understand them at first. However, once you recognize the difference, you
will know what to look out for and what to practice.
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Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Intonation.

We use intonation in many, if not all, languages, and it can convey meaning, express emotion, or even
establish whether the sentence is a statement or a question. Without the correct intonation, English
may sound unnatural, and misunderstandings may occur.

 

 

 

Let's take a look at a sample sentence so we can see how intonation works.

For Example:

1. "This is a clean floor."

If the speaker says this sentence with a downward intonation on "floor," the sentence is a statement.
However, if the speaker says it with an upward intonation, then the statement becomes a question,
asking whether or not the floor is clean. Now if the speaker says this sentence with a stronger
questioning intonation, it sounds sarcastic as opposed to a statement or a question.

As you can see with the sentences above, the intonation is important in conveying what you want to
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say. It expresses the attitude of the person talking and therefore can change the whole feel of a
sentence. Also, without intonation, it would be hard to understand when a sentence ends and when
another one begins. The intonation goes along with the rhythm set by the stressed sounds of the words.
Therefore, it's important that you understand word stress before intonation.
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Vocabulary
English Definition Class
standard acceptable level of quality,

normal
adjective

accent pronunciation that is common to
a group of people from a certain

area

noun

regional certain place that is separate from
other places in some way

adjective

identity who a person is noun
resistance act of remaining against

something
noun

influence power to affect something or
somebody

noun

stereotype a certain general characteristic
about a group of people thought
to apply to all individuals of that

group

noun

to judge to have an opinion after careful
thought

verb

norm standard for something acceptable noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

A standard brand is good enough for our needs.
Smart phones have more features than standard
cell phones.
Different regions have different accents even when
speaking the same language.
She spoke with a French accent.
The regional director is a good person.
The regional newspaper had personal stories.
Her card showed her identity.
His identity is unknown.
His body developed a resistance to the medicine.
She sensed some resistance from the group.
Many different influences changed the style of her
writing.
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You can see some European influence in the
architecture.
Racial and cultural stereotypes usually annoy
individuals.
A stereotype of a nerd is a person wearing thick
glasses and suspenders.
She judged that it was rotten by the smell.
He judged the performance and announced his
score.
Social norms are always changing.
His score was under the norm.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Different English Accents. 

In the last four lessons, you learned about English vowels, consonants, stress, and intonation. In this
last lesson, we would like to concentrate on different versions of English that exist within the United
States.

 

In its written form, English is standard across different accents, but as you may know, many accents
exist when spoken. General American is the name given to the version of English that does not have a
recognizable regional accent. (However, since all language has an origin, it's based on the version of
English spoken in the Midwest.) This is known as the English spoken on the news, used in business,
and used in government matters.

Along with the different types of English that exist comes a sense of identity among its speakers.
People with the same regional accent may identify themselves through certain words or sounds that are
distinct to that area. If they live outside their hometowns for a long time, they might find themselves
adapting to another regional accent. This could be because they like the area they live in and are
slowly growing an identity there. On the other hand, they might also find that they never adopt the
accent because they have some resistance to it.
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People tend to adjust their way of speaking according to the person they are speaking with and the
situation as well. For example, the style of speaking and the words you choose when speaking to a
friend may be different from when you speak to your boss or a person you've just met. Generally, the
more formal the situation is, the closer the speaker might bend his or her style toward General
American.

Along with different accents come stereotypes. Stereotyping may happen very easily when strong and
repeated images of people speaking a certain type of English are associated with a particular character
from popular media. For example, the Texan drawl regional accent may trigger images of cowboy hats
and boots, women with big hairstyles from the 1980s, and lots of gun shooting. New York accents may
have people thinking of a rude city person who is a loud baseball fan. A Miami accent influenced by
Cuban Spanish may accompany images of beaches, bikinis, music, and dancing. Some people may
argue that there is some truth in these images; however, stereotypes become dangerous when the
speaker is disadvantaged by it. This could possibly hinder educational as well as job opportunities and
even cause others to treat them poorly. It is also true for those who speak English as a second
language. Attitudes toward accents not only apply to English, but toward all if not most languages with
accents in the world.

It is important to be aware of such regional accent identities and stereotypes when learning English so
that you don't find yourself judging other people because of what you've heard in the media and also so
that you are aware of how others may perceive you. When American English is taught, General
American is usually the norm. However, take a look at what things influence your accent and style of
speech and how it's different from other styles. Isn't it interesting to hear the differences and even see
what images come to your mind?
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