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Introduction

 

This is Innovative Language Learning.

Go to InnovativeLanguage.com/audiobooks to get the lesson notes for this course and sign up for your
FREE lifetime account.

The course consists of lessons centered on a practical, real-life conversation.

In each lesson, first, we'll introduce the background of the conversation.

Then, you'll hear the conversation two times.

After the conversation, you'll learn carefully selected vocabulary and key grammar concepts.

Next, you'll hear the conversation 1 time at natural native speed at the end of the lesson.

Finally, practice what you have learned with the review track. Say the word aloud during the pause. 
Halfway through the review track, the order will be reversed. Repeat the words and phrases 
you hear in the review track aloud to practice pronunciation and reinforce what you have learned.

Before starting the lessons, go to InnovativeLanguage.com/audiobooks to get the lesson notes for this
course and sign up for your FREE lifetime account.
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English

Drew Oh jeez, here we go again. Another happy-looking immigration officer
interrogation!

Officer Passport, please.
Drew Hi, here's my passport.
Officer Where are you flying from today sir?
Drew I flew in from Singapore.
Officer What's the purpose of your stay?
Drew Well, I'm here to work.
Officer Who's your employer?
Drew Innovative International.
Officer And how long do you plan to stay here?
Drew Six months; that's half a year.
Officer I know that. Where are you staying?
Drew I'm going to camp out in a tent under a bridge. Don't worry, I'll have my

lighter and my iPhone. I'll be fine.
Officer Sir, if I were you, I would drop the humor. Where are you staying

(forcefully)?
Drew My employer has rented out an apartment for me in the city. Small but

comfortable.
Officer Fine. Okay, here you are.
Drew Thanks! (walking away) That wasn't as bad as I thought it would be!

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

interrogation act of asking detailed questions
usually in a forceful way

noun

to fly to travel by plane verb
purpose reason noun

employer person or company that has
people working for money

noun

plan something someone intends to do noun
to plan to arrange something before it

happens
verb

to camp to sleep in a tent outdoors verb
tent cloth shelter that is portable and

used outdoors
noun
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had to learn some new work routines, therefore he was figuring out the ropes.

The next phrase we'll look at is, I need to unwind. Unwind is another word for de-stress, therefore this
phrase means to de-stress or relax. Imagine the loosening of something that is wound tight, that's the
idea of a person unwinding.

The third phrase we'll look at today is, polar opposites. This expression is used to meang that two
things are very different. Since polar refers to the North and South Poles, the phrase emphasizes how
different two things are.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Alliteration.

"A double date."

Alliteration is when two or more words that are near one another start with the same sound. We often
use this style in poetry for a catchy effect. Drew and Teddy use this style because some of the
expressions they use are common alliterative phrases and because they just want, to make jokes. Here
are some of the combinations they use in the dialogue.

 

For Example:

1.      "A double date"

2.      "The more the merrier"

3.      "Diva and drama"

There are many expressions that use alliteration. Here are a few. They might even be easier to
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lighter small device that produces a
flame

noun

humor act of being funny or amused by
things that are funny

noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

The interrogation was very intense, and people
listened carefully.
The interrogation of the prisoner lasted for a long
time.
He wanted to be a pilot because he loves to fly.
She flew from Shanghai to Los Angeles.
She had one purpose only: to look for her missing
dog.
Overproduction of reusable bags defeats the
purpose of them being eco-friendly.
His employer isn't very happy with him these days.
The employer treated the workers well.
Even the best plans fail sometimes.
I’m still thinking about my plans.
They are planning the next meeting.
She planned to go home early today.
She's going camping this weekend with some of
her friends.
They camped out by the lake.
He bought a new tent to go camping this weekend.
The tent was too small for the two of them.
I used a lighter to start the fire.
She lit her cigarette with a lighter.
He has a great sense of humor and is fun to talk to.
She has an offbeat sense of humor.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

In the dialogue, you hear the immigration officer say, "What's the purpose of your stay?" This question

asks the reason for your trip. Be prepared for this question since it is a common question immigration
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officers ask. The two usual answers to this are "business" and "sightseeing."

The second phrase we'll look at is "Drop the humor." In other words, this means "stop joking around."
The immigration officer says this to Drew because he's not happy with Drew joking around. Some
people may find immigration officers to be strict and dry; therefore, joking around with many of them
is not a good idea.

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Second Conditional. 
"Sir, if I were you, I would drop the humor."

When talking about things that are not real now or not probable, we use "if" with the past tense and we
use "would" in the second part of the sentence. Even though this type of sentence contains the past
tense, it is not talking about past events.

For Example:

1. "Sir, if I were you, I would drop the humor."

You can see in this sample sentence from the dialogue that we use the past tense form with the "if,"
and we use "would" in the second part. Note that the past of the verb "to be" for the subject "I" is "I
was," but in this sentence construction we use "were." You may, however, hear "I was" in casual
speech from time to time.

Here are some more examples.

For Example:

1. "If she were a bird, she would fly."
2. "If the elephant balanced on the ball, I would be very entertained."
3. "I would be super rich, if I had a million dollars."
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Cultural Insight

How to Breeze through Immigration in the United States

Immigration at airports in the United States is strict with the people who go through. They may ask
many questions about your trip and it is essential that you have a visa unless you are a citizen of the
visa waiver program. When going through, be polite and answer any questions they have and the
process will be smooth.
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English

Drew Now for the fun part…what to declare and what not to declare…
Officer Do you have anything in your luggage that you need to declare, sir?
Drew No, nothing at all.
Officer Can you please step to the side, sir, so I can check your bag?
Drew Sure. (opens bag, officer digs around)
Officer You have an apple in here.
Drew Ohhhh yeah! I bought that just before I left the airport in Singapore… I

completely forgot to eat it. That's all!
Officer Sir, I'm going to confiscate it for health reasons.
Drew Ohhh…my apple…
Officer You also have a banana in here, sir!
Drew Ohhh yeah! That too! Oops…haha (weak laugh)…
Officer What else do you have in here?
Drew Well…I might have other things now that they're turning up…

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

to declare to say something officially or
strongly

verb

step to the side move over to a different area
from current position

phrase

luggage suitcases and bags for traveling noun
to check to look at something carefully

and make sure that it is fine
verb

completely thoroughly, entirely adverb
to confiscate to take something away from a

person usually as punishment
verb

reason explanation of why something is noun
to turn up to appear unexpectedly verb phrase

oops exclamation used when a mistake
has been made

interjection

health physical condition noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
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He declared that he was innocent.
The business declared bankruptcy.
She stepped to the side and let the crowd through.
He stepped to the side and held the door open.
The luggage was lost at the airport.
The family had a lot of luggage.
They checked our passports and our bags at the
border.
I always check the weather forecast for the day on
the morning news.
The concert was completely free, but we had to
pay for the drinks.
That was completely pointless: now we've wasted a
lot of time.
The guard confiscated the prisoner's belongings.
The teacher confiscated the iPod.
His reasons are unclear and vague.
She had several reasons why she was late.
The keys he was looking for turned up under the
sofa.
She turned up at around six o'clock.
Oops! Sorry about the broken window.
Oops! I forgot to turn off the light.
My grandfather's health has been deteriorating.
Her smoking became an issue for her health.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

If a customs officer asks, "Do you have anything to declare?" he or she is asking you whether or not

you have anything in your belongings that you may not be allowed to bring into the country. If you're

not sure, the best thing to do is ask because if you get caught lying, the penalty may be serious.

The next phrase we'll look at is "I'm going to confiscate..." This is another way of saying "I'm going to

take away" and we use it in formal situations. The customs officer says this to Drew when she takes

away his apple. Notice how the language of the customs officer is very polite at all times.
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Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Modal "Might."
"I might have other things now that they're turning up."

"Might" is a modal verb, which is an auxiliary verb or helping verb. The speaker uses it when he or she
wants to talk about a possibility, but he or she is unsure of it. We place it in front of the main verb.

For Example:

1. "I might have other things now that they're turning up."

In this sentence from the dialogue, Drew uses "might" to express the possibility that he could have
more food in his bag, but he's not quite sure.

Here are other examples using this modal verb.

For Example:

1. "They might miss the bus."
2. "She might not like the apple pie."
3. "'Might' is similar to 'may,' but 'might' shows a little more uncertainty than 'may.'"

 

Cultural Insight

The Quickest Way to Get through American Customs
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Like immigration, customs can be a slight hassle as well. You should fill out a customs form on the
plane to save time when you arrive. If you have any food with you and you're not sure whether or not
you're allowed to bring it with you, it's a good idea to tell the officer just in case. The officer may even
ask you to open your suitcase and show him or her your belongings.
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English

Drew Taxi! (opens door, gets in, closes door)
Taxi driver Where to?
Drew Can you take me to the Golden Gate Hotel? I have the address right

here.
Taxi driver Don't worry, I know where it is.
Drew Oh, good.
Taxi driver You hear what happened to the Andy Warhol painting at the MOMA? It

was stolen!
Drew Oh really? Wow! That's just crazy! Security must have been sleeping, or

the thief must have been nimble as anything! Like in the movies!
Taxi driver Yeah, probably some art lover who's athletic enough to pull such a stunt.
Drew Yeah, or maybe the person just didn't think that it was modern enough to

be at the Museum of Modern Art…
Taxi driver We're here. That'll be $44.90.
Drew Oh, here's fifty dollars. Keep the change. Thanks.
Taxi driver All right. Have a nice day.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

Where to? informal way of asking where
someone would like to go

phrase

you hear? informal way of asking whether
someone has heard some

information

phrase

MOMA Acronym for Museum of Modern
Art

noun

nimble able to move quickly and easily adjective
athletic having sports skills adjective
stunt difficult and dangerous action noun

change money returned when a payment
exceeds the amount due

noun

keep the change expression to leave any extra paid
money as a tip

phrase
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Vocabulary Sample Sentences

We're ready to go now. Where to?
Please fasten your seat belt. Okay, where to?
You hear about the new laptops?
You hear what happened last night?
The painting is now on display at MOMA.
I took my date to MOMA.
The pianist's nimble fingers glided over the keys.
Jack is nimble and quick, so he jumped over the
candlestick.
The thief must have been athletic to escape after
the robbery.
She played several sports, so she's quite athletic.
You're lucky to have pulled off a stunt like that
without getting caught.
Snowboarders like to perform amazing stunts.
Here you go, keep the change!
I forgot to get my change from the cashier.
It's nine dollars? Okay, here is ten. Keep the
change.
Here you go, keep the change!

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

The first phrase we'll look at is "...as anything." We use this phrase after an adjective to emphasize the

meaning of the adjective. In the dialogue, "nimble as anything" means that the person was very, very

nimble. The thief in the story was able to steal a famous painting from an art gallery, so he or she must

be very quick and athletic. We can also use this expression with other adjectives. For example, "She's

as smart as anything." Of course, this means that she is very, very smart. Another example is "He's as

strong as anything," which means that he is very, very strong.

The second phrase we'll look at is "...to pull (such a stunt)." This means to commit a robbery. It is a

slang term and we use it in place of "to carry out a crime."
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Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Modal "Must."
"Security must have been sleeping."

"Must" is a modal verb, which is an auxiliary verb or helping verb. We use it before other verbs to say
that something is absolute according to the speaker. We place it in front of another verb.

 

 

For Example:

1. "Security must have been sleeping." 

Drew is concluding that security was sleeping: that's why he uses the word "must" in front of the verb
construction "have been." Note that the verb following "must" stays in its original form, and the
regular past tense cannot come after it. In other words, "security must slept" is wrong. Here's another
sentence from the dialogue.

For Example:

1. "The thief must have been nimble as anything!"

Again, Drew is saying that he is convinced that the thief was nimble.

You can use "have" in place of "must" to mean the same thing in the present tense.
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For Example:

1. "I must drink coffee or I'll fall asleep." 
2. "I have to drink coffee or I'll fall asleep."

The person definitely has to drink coffee in both cases.

In the past tense, they have a difference in meaning.

For Example:

1. "I must have eaten the pizza."
The person is certain that he/she ate the pizza. 

2. "I had to eat the pizza." 
The person found it necessary to eat the pizza. 

Cultural Insight

Tips for Riding in an American Taxi

It is common to ride in the back of a taxi when you catch one. It is also important to tip the driver
when getting out of the taxi, usually around fifteen percent for long distances and $2-3 for short
distances. Also remember not to tip in coins but in bills only. If the driver helps you with any of your
luggage, then the tip should be a little more. As drivers don't always know the location of places, it is
better if you are ready to give directions or if you have a map handy.
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English

Receptionist Welcome to the Golden Gate Hotel. Do you have a reservation, sir?
Drew Yes, I do.
Receptionist May I have your name, sir?
Drew Drew English.
Receptionist …Okay, sir, looks like you have a double room for seven nights. You'll

be staying in room 706 on the seventh floor. The gym and pool are on
the tenth floor, and breakfast starts at five-thirty in the morning and
closes at ten. Here's your room key.

Drew Is there a minibar in the room?
Receptionist Yes, there is, sir, but if you do take anything from there, it looks like

expenses from that will not be covered by Innovative International.
Drew I knew I was hoping in vain…oh well, at least there is one.
Receptionist Anything else, sir?
Drew Yeah, can I get the number to a car rental service around here?
Receptionist You can find that information in a pamphlet in your room.
Drew All right. Thanks.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

reservation an arrangement to have
something (such as a hotel room)

held for one's use

noun

double room hotel room with two double-sized
beds

noun

gym a place equipped with machines
and other tools for exercising

noun

pool swimming pool, a small body of
water contained for swimming

noun

minibar small refrigerator in a hotel room
with drinks for sale

noun

expense amount of money that must be
paid

noun

to cover to pay for something verb
in vain without success phrase

pamphlet small thin book with no cover
with information about a topic

noun
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Vocabulary Sample Sentences

I have a reservation at the hotel for the whole
week.
Our dinner reservation is at eight-thirty tonight.
Shall we reserve a double room or a suite?
I reserved a double room for us for the weekend.
She goes to the gym every day.
The gym near my house is very spacious.
They had to clean their pool because it was full of
leaves.
Their children like to swim in the swimming pool
every summer.
Drinks provided in minibars are really expensive.
Is there a minibar in our hotel room?
Businesses are always looking to reduce expenses.
Drinks from the minibar are not included in the
covered expenses from your company.
His parents covered the cost of his tuition at
university.
Your drinks are not covered by the company
allowance.
All their efforts were in vain.
I don't want to wait in vain for your love.
I picked up a pamphlet on first aid at the clinic.
There is a pamphlet describing the hotel's services
in your room.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

The first phrase we'll look at is "it looks like..." We use this when the speaker is making a conclusion

based on something he or she perceives. It also allows the speaker to step away from the responsibility

of the situation, as though to be the messenger and not the cause. In the dialogue, the receptionist says,

"looks like you have a double room for seven nights" and "it looks like expenses from that will not be
covered by Innovative International." Both these times she is acting as the messenger with the
information she sees on her computer.

The phrase "...in vain" means to do something without success. Drew says, "I knew I was hoping in
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vain," meaning that he was hoping for something knowing that it wouldn't be possible.

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is the First Conditional. 
"If you do take anything from there, it looks like expenses from that will not be covered by
Innovative International."

When talking about true or possible situations, in the future, we usually use "if" with the present tense
and we use the future tense in the second part.

 

For Example:

1. "If you do take anything from there, expenses will not be covered by Innovative International."

The receptionist is saying she knows Drew may or may not take a drink from the minibar. When he
does, he is going to pay for the drink and not Innovative International. In other words, the second part
of the "if" statement with the future tense describes the consequence in the event of the "if" statement.

Here are some other examples.

1. "If he rides his bike, he will arrive faster."
2. "If you stop by the office, can you pick up the documents?"
3. "She's going to take the train if the bus is late."

 

Cultural Insight
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Choosing Your American Hotel Room

Hotels have different names for the type of room or bed size they have. Sometimes the language can
be confusing. Drew has a double room, which means a room that has one big bed, either a king size or
queen size, that fits two adults. A single room, on the other hand, is a room with a single bed that fits
only one adult. A twin is a room with two separate single beds. Other rooms such as a triple also exist;
a triple means the room either has one large bed and a single bed or three single beds. Rooms can have
minibars so that the guest can take a snack or a drink that he or she must pay for later. 
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Formal English

Sales Rep Hello, thanks for calling Rent-Some-Wheels. Can I help you?
Drew Yeah, I'd like to rent a car for the next seven days.
Sales Rep What kind of car do you have in mind?
Drew Well, I prefer a Lamborghini Diablo, but I'll take what you have,

something to get to work and back.
Sales Rep I hear you, sir. Well, we have some two-door coupes left and a few

mid-sized sedans then.
Drew The smaller one is fine. How much is that with insurance?
Sales Rep Well, the car is $65 a day, and with taxes and additional fees that comes

to $99.96. You can get a loss and damage waiver for $8.95 a day and a
personal loss waiver for $6.95 a day.

Drew …So how much is that in total?
Sales Rep Well…let me see…$115.86. We also have the liability insurance for an

additional $15.75, and if you want a ski rack then it's a single payment
of $12.50.

Drew I tell you what, do you have a website? Because your endless numbering
off is making me dizzy.

Sales Rep …Umm…yes we do, Rent-Some-Wheels.com…
Drew Okay. I'll just reserve it online and pick it up later.
Sales Rep All right then. Well, thanks for calling anyways.
Drew Bye. (hangs up) I should've done that to begin with.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class
wheels round part under a car or bicycle

or other vehicle that rolls and
allows the vehicle to move

noun

to rent to pay money for using
something

noun

insurance agreement where a person makes
payments to a company, in

promise that the company will
pay money in the case of injury or

thing agreed upon

noun

loss failure to keep something noun
damage harm to something noun
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waiver formal release of something
required

noun

liability being legally responsible for
something

noun

rack frame or stand that things can be
placed on

noun

additional more than the usual adjective
dizzy having a whirling or spinning

sensation in the head, sometimes
accompanied by nausea

adjective

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

The wheel on the cart fell off.
The wheels on the bus go round and round.
They rented a car together.
He rented a cabin for the summer.
The insurance is taking care of the situation.
My insurance includes eye doctor visits as well.
A single loss cost them the title.
He was in low spirits after the loss.
The damage was only minor.
Toxic fumes cause damage to the body.
He signed a waiver before the procedure.
He had a waiver for the trial.
The liability fell on the other party.
She was trying to limit her liability in the case.
The rack was filled with magazines.
The shirt is hanging on the rack.
He had some additional luggage with him.
She received additional information about the
case.
The ride made them all dizzy.
I get dizzy when I read on the train.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage
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The sales representative says "I hear you" to Drew's statement of the Lamborghini. This is a slang term
we used to say "I understand." We use it between friends usually to express the idea that not only are
they listening to what the speaker is saying, but also to imply that they feel the same way. Although the
sales representative is speaking formally, often times, formal conversations twist into a casual tone to
show friendliness.

The second phrase we'll look at is "numbering off." This means to call numbers out in sequence. Drew
says this to comment on the way the sales representative was giving him the rates of the different
options. In other words, Drew wants to tell him that he wasn't catching any of the numbers that he was
being told.

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Modal "Should Have."
"I should've done that to begin with." 

We use this "should have" modal verb combination when there was something important we needed to
do in the past, but we did not do it in the end. The action that we did not do in the past is in the past
participle form of the verb. (Remember, depending on the verb, sometimes the past participle is the
same form as the past tense, but there are many irregular ones that you need to memorize individually.)

For Example:

1. "I should've done that to begin with."

You can see in this sample sentence from the dialogue that Drew is expressing a regret: the better idea
was to reserve the car online, which is something he didn't do to begin with, and that he had called the
place instead.

In a negative statement such as the example "I shouldn't have called you," the person is saying that he
or she called when it would have been better if the person had not called. In other words, the negative
statement talks about an action that has happened but is regrettable.

Here are some other examples of both the affirmative and negative forms.

For Example:
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1. "You should have come to dinner with us."
2. "They should not have made so much noise."
3. "We should've won the game."
4. "The waiter shouldn't have forgotten the order." 

 

Cultural Insight

Renting Some American Wheels

Car rental services have different rates for different cars, fees for insurance, additional features, and
length of time. Some of this may seem confusing to understand, so it may be better to look online
before renting a car so that the fees are clearer. A car may seem reasonable at first, but when the
additional expenses stack on top of one another, the final cost may be higher than you expected.
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English

Sales Rep Can I take your order?
Drew Yeah, I'll have two big hamburgers and a medium soda.
Sales Rep With just a dollar extra you can upgrade to the jumbo size.
Drew Okay, sure, why not?
Sales Rep You want fries with that?
Drew Okay, sure, why not?
Sales Rep With a dollar extra you can upgrade the size on that as well.
Drew Okay, sure, why not? Everything else is jumbo, why skimp out now?
Sales Rep Yeah, might as well. It's just a dollar extra too. For here or to go?
Drew For here.
Sales Rep Okay, your total is $6.25.
Drew Here's a ten.
Sales Rep Then $3.75 is your change. Your order will be ready in just a second.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

order food or drink requested by
customer

noun

hamburger beef patty between two pieces of
bread

noun

soda soft drink, carbonated or bubbly
drink

noun

to upgrade to make something better verb
extra more than usual adjective

jumbo very big adjective
fries potatoes that have been cut and

fried
noun

total complete noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

Their orders were all the same.
His order came out quickly.
The hamburger was bigger than her face.
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I don't like lettuce on my hamburgers.
The orange one is his favorite soda.
Would you like ice in your soda?
The new upgraded product was a hit.
He upgraded the software.
I gave my brother the extra speakers I had.
His extra credit allowed him to pass the class.
The man wore a jumbo size jacket.
They watched the game on a jumbo screen.
I prefer to eat my french fries with mustard and
mayonnaise.
I like my curly french fries.
The total weight was not that heavy.
The total came to $140.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

"Skimp out" is a phrasal verb that is slang. The word "skimp" means to spend less money than is

necessary. Drew means to say he does not have a reason to limit the amount of his food now that other

things are in large quantities.

Sometimes bills are referred to by the monetary value they are worth by dropping the noun "bill." Drew

says, "Here's a ten," meaning "here's a ten dollar bill." We can use this for bills only, and not coins. We

refer to coins by their names, such as "penny," "nickel," "dime," and "quarter."

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Rhetorical Questions.
"Sure, why not?" 

Rhetorical questions are questions that do not expect an answer. We say these questions in place of a
statement. They make the listener think about the answer without requiring him or her to say anything.
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For Example:

1. "Okay, sure, why not?"
2. "Why skimp out now?"

Drew says these two questions as statements, meaning he has no reason not to do either one. It is a
common way of making an assertion without actually making the statement.

Here are some examples of rhetorical questions.

For Example:

1. "How silly is that idea?" 
The speaker is implying that he or she thinks the idea is bad.

2. "Do you expect me to believe that?" 
The speaker implies that he or she doesn't believe the matter at hand.

3. "Why don't you get some fresh air?"
The speaker is making a suggestion to get some fresh air.

We can respond to rhetorical questions with a "yes" or "no," but the speaker is asserting their idea
whether you agree or not.

Listen for rhetorical questions when you speak English. Try to figure out which ones need answering
and which ones are best left without answers!

 

Cultural Insight

America: A Fast Food Nation
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America is famous for its fast food, and because of publicity and movies, it has not earned a good
image. Nevertheless, it still is a very popular choice because it's relatively inexpensive, tastes good,
and well, it's fast. Also, fast-food restaurants are located in convenient locations so that they are easily
accessible to hungry crowds. People in the past have tried to hold fast-food businesses responsible for
health illnesses such as obesity, and awareness about health concerns has also given rise to movements
such as slow food (which leans to more traditional meals that take time to cook and eat).
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English

Teddy And look who's here! Drew! How've you been? Good to see you again!
Drew Hey, Teddy! I'm good. Just arrived yesterday so a little jet lagged.
Teddy Oh yeah, I know how that feels. How long did you say you were staying

with us this time?
Drew Looks like you're stuck with me for half a year.
Teddy Really! Hey, you're with us for quite a while!
Sandra Hey, Drew! Good to see you again! Heard you were coming to work

with us; I didn't know it was so soon though!
Drew Hey, Sandra, good to see you too! Hey, you look great! Did you lose

weight?
Sandra Well yeah, a whole baby's worth! The last time you saw me I was

pregnant, remember?
Drew Oh, right! How's your baby?
Sandra Baby's great! Starting to walk and causing trouble already.
Teddy I'm the one who has lost weight, Drew. I'm on this new protein

milkshake diet. Didn't you notice?
Drew No, not at all.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class
jet lag feeling of tiredness when

traveling due to change in time
and lack of sleep

noun

stuck with left to handle or deal with
something unpleasant

phrase

worth value of something noun
pregnant of a female having a baby inside

the body
adjective

protein necessary substance for proper
nutrition that can be found in

foods like egg

noun

milkshake sweet, creamy, blended drink that
is made of milk and sometimes

fruit and ice cream

noun

weight amount of heaviness, how heavy
something is

noun
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to notice to become aware verb
diet act of modifying food intake

usually by restriction in attempt
to lose weight

noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

Surprisingly, my jet lag wasn't so bad even though
the flight was long.
I had jet lag after coming back from my trip.
They were stuck with so much work that they didn't
leave until midnight.
He was stuck with his baby sister while his parents
went out.
It's worth reading over the details of the contract.
The wait was worth it; the food was fantastic.
Their dog became pregnant.
How many months pregnant are you?
The bodybuilder had to consume a lot of protein
for his muscles.
Beans are high in protein.
I think the strawberry milkshake gave me an upset
stomach.
That cafe has the best milkshakes.
The weight of my bag was slowing me down.
How much weight can that truck carry?
They noticed a change in the tone.
I noticed that he looked different.
He's on a diet because he gained some weight after
the holidays.
I will start my diet after I eat this chocolate cake.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

"And look who's here" is a common and fun way to greet somebody. We often use it teasingly among

friends, as if the person walking in deserves the attention of the room. However, we usually don't make

this announcement to everyone in the room; therefore, it is a friendly greeting. Teddy says this when
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Drew walks in because he hasn't seen him for a while.

Let's take a look at the phrase "to be stuck with." We usually use this phrase jokingly and it means to be
left with a burden to deal with. Drew says that he'll be here for half a year, so other people are going to
have to cope with it. We can use it both as a joke and seriously, as in "I was stuck with the cleaning,"
meaning the person had to take care of the cleaning, which is unpleasant.

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Subject Omission.
"Just arrived yesterday." 

Unless they are commands, English sentences usually require a subject. However, in conversational
English, it is common to drop the subject if it is clear to the listener who the subject is.

 

In the dialogue, Drew says, "Just arrived yesterday so a little jet lagged." He doesn't say "I" at all here.
This is because it is obvious to Sandra that he is talking about himself.

Here are other examples from the dialogue.

For Example:

1. "Heard you were coming to work with us."
2. "Starting to walk and causing trouble already."

In both of these cases, Sandra is speaking. In the first sentence, she herself is the subject. In the second
sentence, her baby is the subject. The subject is clear for both Drew and Sandra.

With this said, be careful when you take out the subject, especially if your native tongue doesn't
require a subject. In other words, don't get carried away and always omit the subject. If you develop a
habit of always omitting the subject, your speech will start sounding unnatural.
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Cultural Insight

Watching Your Weight? Consider an American Diet

Restricting food intake, otherwise known as dieting, is very popular among people in the United
States. Its popularity has started many different kinds of diets, and each of them has a name. The
popularity of these kinds of diet usually comes and goes, and experts typically do not recommend
them. Nevertheless, these different kinds of diets are popular and Americans talk about and debate
them.
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English

Accounts Manager Hello, sir. What can I help you with today?
Drew Hello, I'd like to open a checking account. I have one thousand dollars

with me today to put in.
Account Manager Certainly. Do you have some ID with you today?
Drew Yes, here's my passport.
Account Manager Perfect. Please fill out this application form. Would you like to open a

savings account with that?
Drew Umm. No, thank you.
Accounts Manager Are you sure? You can open one by depositing three hundred dollars

today, and every month it'll transfer twenty-five dollars from your
checking to your savings and collect a 3.2 percent APY.

Drew Sounds like a good thing, but I'm only going to be here for a short while,
so no, thank you.

Account Manager Okay, sir, also, for just eight dollars a month you can get overdraft
protection for up to five hundred dollars and one hundred personalized
checks.

Drew No, I don't need any of those. I pay with my credit card for large things
and I'm very careful with my money. But I would like to have online
banking. Is that free of charge?

Account Manager Yes, it is, just fill out this form as well.
Drew Okay. (filling out form)
Account Manager Your card will be sent to you at the address you wrote down, and then

you'll have to come back to choose your PIN.
Drew Are the ATMs 24/7?
Account Manager Yes, they are.
Drew Okay, sounds great! Thanks for your help!

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

checking account arrangement between a person
and a bank to keep record of

money placed and removed in the
bank by the person

noun

ID short for identification, which is a
card or document that has

information about the owner

noun
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savings account bank account to keep money that
usually collects interest

noun

to deposit to place money in a bank account verb
to transfer to move something from one

place to another
verb

APY abbreviation of annual percentage
yield, amount of money earned

after one year

noun

overdraft amount of money withdrawn
from the account that exceeds the

amount actually available

noun

check piece of paper issued by the bank
used to make a payment from the
account by the person writing it

noun

PIN abbreviation for personal
identification number, a code

used to access personal
information

noun

ATM abbreviation for automatic teller
machine, a machine to take

money from a personal account

noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

His checking account has only three dollars in it.
He opened a checking account last week.
I dropped my ID card when paying.
I use my driver's license as ID.
My savings account doesn't have much in it.
I have enough money in my savings account for a
new laptop.
He deposits some money every week.
My aunt deposited some money in the account for
me.
They transferred to another location.
He transferred some money from his checking to
his savings.
The APY for the bank was very low.
That bank has a higher APY than this bank.
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He luckily had overdraft protection.
I have been careful with overdrafts this month.
I paid the bill with a check.
He wrote out a check to charity.
He chose a four-digit PIN number.
I forgot my PIN number, so I couldn't see the
information.
People line up at the ATM on payday.
The ATM ran out of money.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

Let's take a look at the phrase "free of charge." This phrase just means "free." Sometimes we use this

phrase in place of just "free" so that we emphasize it. You'll see this phrase in many advertisements and

shops if they offer any service for no money.

The next phrase is "24/7." This means whatever is being talked about is open twenty-four hours a day,

seven days a week. We use it as an adjective to mean that something is, in this case, operating all the

time.

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is "Have to."
"You'll have to come back." 

As you may know already, the verb "to have" has many uses in the English language. We use it as an
auxiliary as well as a verb with a meaning on its own. In this lesson, you will see how we use it to
mean "must."
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When we use "have" before another verb in its infinitive form, it means "need" or "must." In the
dialogue, the bank account manager said, "You'll have to come back," meaning "you need to come
back" or "you must come back." Also note that the manager uses a sentence in future form. By doing
so, he sounds more polite than saying "you have to come back," which has the same meaning.

Here are some other examples:

1. "I have to walk the dog before I leave the house."
"I must walk the dog before I leave the house."

2. "You'll have to talk to him about it."
"You'll need to talk to him about it."

3. "They had to finish the task."
"They needed to finish the task."

You can see the verb "to have" used in different tenses, but they all mean the same thing.

Some people choose to use this form instead of "need" or "must" because it is less formal and therefore
less stern. In other words, it has the same meaning without sounding too direct.

 

Cultural Insight

Don't Keep Your Money Under Your Pillow: Put It in an American Bank!

There are different types of accounts you can open with a bank. The two most common are checking
and savings. Different banks offer different interest rates and types of accounts, which an account
manager usually can explain to the client. Banks are usually set up with some windows for quick
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transactions and then some tables for the people who need to discuss their options. Different banks
may have various offers targeted at a certain client (e.g., students as opposed to working people).
Therefore, if you ever open an account in the United States, it's a good idea to check your options.
These days you can also open up accounts online.
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English

Teddy Hey, we're going to throw you a little welcome back party at my friend's
house. She's really into art, so her place is done up nicely. It'll be a great
place to have a get-together. Your old friends are invited too.

Drew Hey, thanks, Teddy. Sounds like fun! When is it?
Teddy This Saturday. I can come and pick you up at your hotel and also be the

designated driver.
Drew Sounds good.
Teddy Oh, and Janine was also invited.
Drew Wh…why the heck would you do that?
Teddy Oh come on, she's not that bad! She's got a great sense of humor!
Drew And she doesn't understand the phrase "No, I'm not interested. Stop

asking me."
Teddy Well, you've got to admire her persistence.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

to be into to be interested in something verb
to be done up slang for to be well decorated or

dressed or complete
phrasal verb

to pick up to get somebody or something phrasal verb
to designate to give somebody or something a

role
verb

heck word used in place of the swear
word 'hell' that is not offensive

noun

sense of humor perceive funny things as funny phrase
to admire to feel wonder and approval about

something
verb

persistence ability to endure difficulty and
continue doing something

noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

She's really into soccer: she always knows the
results of the games.
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My friend is really into music; he also plays
several instruments.
The cars were done up and customized.
She was done up for the party.
She picked up some milk at the grocery store.
I picked up my child after school.
The seat is designated for pregnant women.
The money was designated for a new car.
I'm having one heck of a time babysitting my baby
brother.
What the heck is he doing?
Her sense of humor was a little strange.
He's so dull and cynical: he has no sense of
humor.
They admired the hero's courage.
I admired the painting in the museum.
Her persistence qualified her for the job.
His persistence was amazing: anybody else would
have given up by now.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

Teddy offers to be the "designated driver" on the day of the party. This means that he will not drink any

alcohol so that he can drive after the party. Assigning a designated driver for the night when people are

going out to drink is a common thing to do.

Drew mentions that he is "not interested" in Janine. This means that he is not attracted to her. It is a

polite yet direct way to say that a person doesn't like another and we can use it to turn down offers as

well. A common mistake to avoid is to not accidentally say "interesting" because that would change the

meaning of the phrase and imply that you are a boring person.

Grammar Points

The Focus of the This Lesson Is the Present Passive Form.
"Her place is done up nicely." 
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We use the passive form when the action and the thing or person receiving the verb is more important
than who did it. This means that the listener's attention is not on the person or thing doing the action,
but rather on the action itself or the receiver.

In the dialogue, Teddy says that his friend's "place is done up nicely" and uses the passive form. If you
compare the active form, "she has done her place up nicely," it has a different feel to it. The passive
form allows the listener to concentrate more on the place itself, as opposed to the friend doing the
action.

Here's another example from the dialogue: "Janine is also invited." In this case, Janine being invited to
come is the focus and not who invited her. If we mention the person who invited Janine, for example
"Teddy invited Janine," then the attention would perhaps turn to the inviter. In that case, Drew might
have become angry at Teddy instead of annoyed at the fact that Janine is coming!

Many times people use the passive when they're trying to avoid blame. For example if somebody
broke the window, someone can say "the window was broken" and avoid trying to blame a single
person... especially if it was that person!

Cultural Insight

Having a Party in the U.S.A.
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In the United States, people get together for many different occasions. When invited, it's not
uncommon to take people with you, even if they don't know the others. Of course, this depends on the
kind of gathering. It is also common to get together at somebody's house, as it is more personal than a
restaurant. Often, people will bring some food or drink with them so that there is more for everybody;
however, the organizer of the party is the main person who makes sure that everything is going well.  
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English

Teddy So how does it feel to be back?
Drew I see some changes here and there, but overall it's the same. Feels like

I'm in college again every time I come back. I bet the coffee tastes the
same too. They knew me here; all I had to say was "the usual."

Sales Rep What can I get you?
Teddy I'll have a triple venti decaf nonfat latte with a shot of sugar-free vanilla

and just a tiny bit of whipped cream in my cup… Drew, this one's on me.
Drew …uhh…
Teddy Drew? Don't tell me you've forgotten how to order coffee!
Drew Don't be ridiculous…I…I'll have what he's having, thanks.
Sales Rep Okay, your total is $9.35.
Teddy Here's a ten.
Sales Rep Okay, $0.65 is your change. Sir, your drinks will be ready over there.
Teddy You've forgotten, haven't you?
Drew No, your usual just happened to be my usual.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class
overall in general, as a whole adverb
college school after high school where a

higher degree can be obtained
noun

to taste to be able to sense flavor with the
tongue

verb

triple three times more, three parts or
things

adjective

nonfat without fat adjective
shot small amount of drink that is

usually strong
noun

decaf coffee without caffeine noun
tiny very small adjective

change money returned when a payment
exceeds the amount due

noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
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He looked at the overall picture as opposed to the
details.
The overall outcome was good.
He studied physics in college.
I went to a college far from home.
I love anything that tastes like chocolate.
The food at that restaurant tastes terrible!
The code is two, triple eight, four.
A triple jump in figure skating is always exciting to
see.
The nonfat chocolate was even more tempting.
He always buys nonfat milk.
The coffee has two shots of espresso.
He had three tequila shots in a row.
Decaf won't help me stay awake.
She drinks decaf after five.
There's a tiny hole in your sweater.
The tiny turtle swam away.
Here you go, keep the change!
I forgot to get my change from the cashier.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

When you are a regular customer at a restaurant or cafe and you always order the same thing, sooner or

later the workers will remember who you are. Once they do, instead of repeating the same order all the

time, you can use the phrase "the usual," meaning that you're ordering the same thing as usual.

Teddy says "here's a ten" in the dialogue, which implies "here's a ten dollar bill." Calling a bill in a

short form by its monetary value is a common thing to do, and you'll hear this from time to time with

people when handling cash. Remember, don't drop the determiner "a" when using this phrase, because

the "a" refers to "the bill."

If somebody says "this one's on me," the person is saying that he or she will pay. You can use this
phrase when you offer to pay for a friend's meal or drink, just as Teddy does in the dialogue.
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Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Units of Money.
"Okay, $0.65 is your change. Sir, your drinks will be ready over there."

The units of money we use in the United States are dollars and cents. One hundred cents is equal to a
dollar. The coffee came to a total of nine dollars and thirty-five cents.

 

Cents come in coin form, and each value also has another name.

For Example:

Value Coin
one cent "penny"
five cents "nickel"
ten cents "dime"
twenty-five cents "quarter"

A fifty-cent coin and one-dollar coin do exist and you can use them, but you will see the above coins
more frequently than these. However, in Canada, the Canadian dollar coin is common, and we call it a
"loonie."

Banknotes come in dollars and the following are circulated:

- One dollar
- Five dollars
- Ten dollars
- Twenty dollars
- Fifty dollars
- One hundred dollars

Other bills do exist; however, they are either not as popular or the larger values have become outdated
due to electronic transactions.
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When saying prices, it is common to not say dollar and cent. In other words, we can say $9.35 as "nine
thirty-five." Also, a common word that replaces the word dollar is "buck." This is slang but we often
use it with familiar company.

Also, be aware that if you do use a bill that is more than twenty dollars, in some cases the store person
might check the bill to determine whether it's real.

 

Cultural Insight

American Coffee Brewed Especially for You

If you don't know already, Americans love coffee. Although statistics show that Europeans have a
higher coffee consumption than Americans, still, a large coffee culture exists and coffee shops are on
every corner of a busy city. Accompanying the popularity come different types of coffee. Ranging
from the type of milk to the amount of espresso to the size, coffee shops are very creative in an attempt
to personalize and cater to everyone's taste.
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English

Sales Rep Can I help you today sir?
Drew Umm…yeah, I'm looking for a black pair of shoes for work.
Sales Rep What size are you sir?
Drew I'm a size ten.
Sales Rep Okay, would you like shoes with laces or no laces?
Drew Umm…ones with laces.
Sales Rep Well, here are some shoes here…umm...how about this pair?
Drew Hey, they're nice! How much are they?
Sales Rep $527.00.
Drew $527.00? Whoa! That's not exactly a bargain! What are they, Prada?
Sales Rep No, Dolce & Gabbana.
Drew Well, tell both of them that I can't afford their shoes.
Sales Rep Mmm... how about this pair sir? They're only $109.95. But you have to

remember, a lower price means quality compromised.
Drew I think a $110-quality shoe is a compromise I'm willing to make.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

lace string used to tie things noun
exactly perfectly, not more or less adverb
bargain buy or sell something at a price

that is lower than the value
noun

Prada, Dolce & Gabbana names of high-end fashion brands noun
to afford to be capable of paying verb
quality good or bad character or nature of

something
noun

to compromise to come to an agreement in which
both parties are satisfied

verb

pair two things that are usually
together

noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

The laces on my shoes broke.
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The laces on the football were facing out.
Each portion is exactly the same size.
There were exactly six plates on the table.
He got a bargain on the price of the suit.
The painting was a great bargain.
His shoes were Dolce & Gabbana.
The bag was Prada.
He was able to afford the green car.
He didn't have enough to afford the house.
The sounds quality of the speakers were not good.
The quality of the leather was excellent.
They compromised in the end.
She wore a pair of diamond earrings.
He had a pair of scissors.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

Drew says, "That's not exactly a bargain" when the sales representative tells him the price of the pair of
shoes. What Drew means with this phrase is simply "that's expensive." This kind of expression using
"not" + noun/adjective is common, so the statement is softened. By adding "exactly," the statement
even has a tint of humor to it.

Here are some other examples using this construction.

For Example:

1. "He wasn't exactly happy about it." = "He is upset or dissatisfied."
2. "They weren't exactly quiet." = "They were causing some noise."
3. "I wasn't exactly polite." = "I was rude."

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Nouns Used as Adjectives.
"$110-quality shoe."
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In a previous lesson of the first Lower Intermediate Series, we talked about nouns we use as adjectives.
In this lesson, we will review the subject by taking a look at more examples.

 

 

 

We can use nouns as adjectives to describe other nouns. You may find some standard combinations,
such as "paper airplane," in which "paper" modifies "airplane." It is also common to make up a noun
combination yourself to add description to the thing you're talking about.

Drew says the phrase "$110-quality shoe," in which he uses the price of the shoe to describe it. Note
that he doesn't say "dollars" but rather just "dollar." When we use a noun as an adjective, we drop the
"-s" in plural forms.

Here are some other examples.

For Example:

1. "The course is three years long" becomes "a three-year course."
2. "She hunted the Easter eggs" becomes "an Easter egg hunt."
3. "A wave that is twenty feet high" becomes "a twenty-foot wave."

In all of these, we change the noun back to its singular form by dropping the "-s." This is a very simple
concept; however, it is also a common error because it is sometimes hard to switch to a singular form
after using the plural form so often!

LC: I_S1L11_091310         © www.EnglishClass101.com - All Rights Reserved          2010-09-13

58



5

EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

 

Cultural Insight

Do Americans Have Tiny Feet?

Shoe size readings are different for different countries, so make sure you look at a shoe chart before
you buy shoes online. Shoe stores will have a measuring device so you can measure the length and
sometimes the width of your foot. Drew's shoe size is a ten in men's, which is a nine and a half in
England, a forty-four in Europe, and a twenty-eight in Japan. There are different types of shoes stores
in the United States, but a common one is that you tell the sales representative what size you want
from a shoe on display, and they bring it out for you. Other shops just have shoes in boxes, and are
more of a self-serving style.
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English

(telephone rings)
Teddy Hello?
Drew Hey, Teddy, it's me. Look, can you pick me up at eight-thirty instead of

eight o'clock? I'm running a little late.
Teddy Sure. Why, what's the holdup?
Drew I need to get a haircut.
Teddy A haircut? Why couldn't you go earlier today?
Drew I would've gotten one earlier if I had woken up on time. I didn't hear my

alarm clock ring and I slept in... When I woke up, it was in pieces on the
floor. I need to get a new one now.

Teddy You never were a morning person. All right, so I'll pick you up at
eight-thirty. Just don't get the same haircut as the last time you were
here.

Drew Actually, that's exactly what I was going to do. I'm glad to hear that you
liked it.

Teddy Yeah, sure.
Drew Later.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

to pick up to get somebody or something phrasal verb
holdup delay noun
haircut act of cutting or trimming the hair noun

to run late to be behind schedule phrase
glad feeling of joy, happiness adjective

alarm clock time showing device with a
device that sounds at a time set

by somebody

noun

to sleep in to sleep more than intended to, to
sleep past a time you wanted to

wake up

phrasal verb

in pieces broken into small parts phrase

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
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She picked up some milk at the grocery store.
I picked up my child after school.
The holdup was because of the accident.
There was a holdup in the delivery.
Once every month, he gets a haircut.
Her new haircut was very short.
He was running late for his appointment.
The meeting is running a little late.
They were all glad to see her.
He was glad that it was over.
The alarm clock ran out of batteries.
The alarm clock was very loud.
On Sundays, he sleeps in.
I slept in this morning and I was late for work.
The dog ripped the cushion into pieces.
The broken vase lay in pieces on the floor.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

The first phrase we'll look at is "running a little late." This doesn't mean that the person speaking is

jogging, but rather that the person is behind schedule. You can use it when you want to tell somebody

that you are not going to be able to do something at the agreed time. Even if you're very late, you can

still use "little," with a tone that indicates that you're not just a little late, but very late!

Teddy says that Drew is not a "morning person." What this means is that Drew does not get up well in
the mornings. If you're not a morning person, you can be grumpy, moody, or just hate getting out of
bed in the mornings! If you're not a morning person, you might be a "night owl," which means that you
stay up late and prefer to do things at night.

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Third Conditional.
"I would've gotten one earlier if I had woken up on time."
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We talked about the second conditional in the first lesson and the first conditional in the fourth lesson
of this Intermediate series. In this lesson, we will talk about the third conditional.

 

By using the word "if" with a certain grammar structure, we can talk about things that were possible
before but are no longer possible now. In other words, we are talking about something that will never
be. We often use it to express regret or to criticize.

Drew says, "I would've gotten one earlier if I had woken up on time."

Here, he's talking about a past situation, which is that if he had awakened on time, by now he would
have had a haircut. However, he didn't, so he's telling Teddy his excuse as to why he doesn't have a
haircut.

The construction is the "if" statement with a past perfect construction, and the "then" statement with
"would" + a present perfect statement. You can also switch the order of the sentence around.

For Example:

1. "If I had woken up on time, I would've gotten one earlier."

Here are some other examples of the third conditional construction.

For Example:

1. "If I had known, I would have been careful."
2. "They would've been hungry if they hadn't eaten."
3. "If he had practiced, he would have been better."

 

Cultural Insight
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The Polite Thing to Do If You're Running Behind

It's always nice to tell the person that you are running late. In the United States, business meetings and
formal gatherings may have a strict time schedule where lateness is frowned upon, and if you are
going to be late, then it is definitely better to notify somebody. However, between friends, people may
find it normal to wait over half an hour to have somebody pick them up, especially from their own
house. It's always nice to know just how late somebody will be though; that's why Drew tells Teddy
beforehand.
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Formal English

Sandra So, where's your friend's house?
Teddy Go South on 101 and take the Reed exit. Drive down Reed Street and

make a left onto Fifth Street. It's on the corner of Fifth and San Carlos.
It's the small white house with the blue windows. It has a gnome in the
front yard. You can't miss it.

Sandra Oh, I think I've seen it. The gnome is quite eye-catching. Your friend is
an art student, right?

Teddy Was…she just graduated in May. When you see her place, you can
definitely tell she's an art student.

Sandra It's got a look to it?
Teddy Yeah, definitely. She's got paintings by all these famous artists. I don't

know half of the painters, but I know they're definitely famous.
Sandra Oh yeah?
Teddy Yeah, I was there just yesterday. She had one of a bunch of Campbell's

soup and was trying to decide where to put it.
Sandra Oh yeah, I know that one. That would make me hungry all the time if I

had it up on my wall!

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

south direction opposite of north noun
exit leading road off the highway noun

gnome statue of a creature that guards
treasures in stories usually placed

in a garden for decoration

noun

yard outdoor area next to a house noun
to graduate to earn a degree from a school verb

look appearance or characteristic of
something

verb

bunch similar things grouped together noun
Campbell's name of brand that also makes

canned soup
noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
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The wind was blowing from the south.
The birds flew south for the winter.
He missed his exit.
The exit was blocked: they couldn't escape!
In the story, the gnome is friends with animals.
The gnome had a red hat.
They had some flowers in the yard.
The dog was running around in the yard.
He graduated from a top university.
Are you planning to work when you graduate?
By the look of the sky, it's probably going to rain.
He has a mischievous look to him.
A bunch of people visited us.
The squirrel had a bunch of nuts in his mouth.
The Campbell's soup tasted really good.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

The first phrase we'll look at is "you can't miss it." We use this phrase to tell someone that the thing

that we are telling them about is obvious and is impossible to miss. We use it when the person has

never seen the thing being described, and it also reassures the person that it is very easy to find. 

Sandra mentions that the gnome is quite "eye-catching." What this means is that the gnome draws

attention. We often use this phrase for things that are attractive and therefore draw the eye of a person.

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Giving Directions.
"Go South on 101." 

When giving directions, we use the imperative form. However, this does not mean that the speech
sounds commanding or rude. Even if a stranger asked you on the street, you can reply in this form.
Here are some common phrases we use.
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For Example:

1. "Drive down"/"drive up"
2. "Go straight"/"past"
3. "Turn left"/"right" ("Make a left"/"right")
4. "Take the [...] exit"
5. "On your left/right"
6. "Until you see..."
7. "On the corner"
8. "Across the street from"
9. "Next to"

You can see how Teddy uses several of these phrases when giving directions to Sandra. Here's an
example of how you might give directions to a pedestrian.

For Example:

1. A: "Excuse me, do you know where a post office is?"
2. B: "Sure, go straight down this street until you see the lights. Make a right onto the main street

and walk straight down toward the park. It's past the library on the left side."

Use your hands and point in the right direction. If you ask somebody, try repeating the directions the
person says so that you know for sure that you understand. If somebody asks you, you might have to
repeat the directions to clarify. 

 

Cultural Insight

Directionally Challenged? Here Are Some Options! 

You can always ask for directions from people, but it is also common to just type in an address on a
personal GPS navigation device either in your car or off your phone if you have one, or you can print
out directions off the Internet.
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English

Haircut Guy Welcome to ExtraCuts!
Drew Uh, hi. Yes, I'd like to get a haircut.
HG Then you came to the right place. The best cuts for only twelve dollars.
Drew Okay, that seems reasonable.
HG Right this way. Please have a seat in this chair.
Drew Thank you.
HG So do you just want a trim, or would you like to try something new?
Drew Well, I'm not so sure, but I did like my last haircut.
HG I can just shorten your hair all around, but basically keep the same style

as your last haircut if you want.
Drew Hmmm. Maybe I'll try something different this time.
HG So…you don't want a trim…then how about a mohawk or a mullet.
Drew Uhh, I'm not so keen on that.
HG Just kidding.
Drew I'd just like a little off the top, but I do want to grow the sides out a little.
HG Okay. And the back?
Drew I'd like to cut it pretty short in the back.
HG All right then. Sit back and enjoy the ride.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

trim act of cutting something from
something to make it look better

noun

reasonable logical or fair or agreeable adjective
basically generally, simply adverb

style particular manner or sort or way
something is

noun

to shorten to make the length smaller verb
mohawk hairstyle with shaved sides and

the middle strip often spiked up
noun

mullet hairstyle with short hair except
the back bottom, which is long

noun

keen excited and eager about
something

adjective
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Vocabulary Sample Sentences

The tree needed a trim.
He gave the bushes a trim.
Everyone agreed to his reasonable decision.
The deal was reasonable so she agreed.
He basically finished the homework
The building was in the style of a Victorian house.
I like his style of writing.
They shortened the speech because it was too long.
Her name is often shortened because it's long.
They all had different-colored mohawks.
He dyed his mohawk bright red.
She was keen about the vacation.
He was keen on seeing his children again.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

In the end, Drew wants "a little off the top." What this means is that he wants the top part cut just a
little. This is a common expression to say when asking for a haircut. The section that you want cut can,
of course, change in name.

For Example:

1. "I want a little off the back."

The second phrase we'll look at is when the haircut guy says, "Sit back and enjoy the ride." This doesn't
mean that the chair is going to start moving, but it just means "relax." We often use it when one person
is going to do all the work, and the other person doesn't need to do anything. You can say it to a friend
perhaps in the passenger seat of a car, or you can say it an audience who is about to see your show.

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Auxiliary Verb "to Do."
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"I did like my last haircut." 

The verb "to do" has many uses. We can use it as an auxiliary, and we can also use it as a regular verb
with a meaning of its own. In this lesson, we will look at this verb when we use it for emphasis.

Drew says, "I did like my last haircut." You may have noticed that even if he didn't use the word "do,"
the sentence would still make sense. However, by adding the auxiliary "do," he emphasizes the fact
that he liked his last haircut.

He also says, "I do want to grow the sides out a little." Again, he uses the auxiliary to emphasize the
point. Compare the statements in the following examples.

For Example:

1. "I like kebabs."/"I do like kebabs!"
2. "He speaks Swahili."/"He does speak Swahili!"
3. "They finished before the deadline."/"They did finish before the deadline!"

In the above example, the second sentences with the auxiliary verbs have an emphatic quality to them.
We can also say the sentence with some emphasis on the auxiliary.

Note that we conjugate the auxiliary "do," and the main verb does not change.

 

Cultural Insight

Getting a Haircut on Demand 

There are different types of hair salons in the United States, ranging from not so expensive to very
expensive. Drew went to the kind of place that is a franchise that offers haircuts at low prices. These
places usually don't require reservations beforehand, and since they are located in convenient places,
you can drop by anytime.
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English

Teddy Hey, Drew, let me get you another drink!
Drew Thanks, buddy… Oh, hey, Alex, thanks for hosting my party, you've got a

nice place.
Alex Hey, no problem. Besides, I like having people over.
Drew So, Teddy tells me you're an artist?
Alex Yeah, I do some painting, but recently I've been putting it on hold.
Drew Oh yeah? Why's that?
Alex You know, exploring my other talents, I suppose. I've just picked up my

gymnastics again, coupling it with yoga. I forgot what regular air smells
like after breathing in so much air full of paint fumes.

Drew I guess breaking off from the regular is a good thing. I've tried yoga
before; I'm stiff as a board… Hey, by the way, that's a really cool painting
you've got up on your wall… Andy Warhol right?

Alex Yup, "32 Campbell's Soup Cans." This is my particular favorite. It
reminds me that even the most dull and ordinary things in life can be
quite interesting once made into art.

Drew Uhh…okay. Anyways. Nice painting. Looks pretty real I must say,
although I've never seen the real thing myself. Probably never will now
that it's been stolen. Haha!

Alex Oh, I'm pretty sure mine is more than enough for your eyes.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

drink drinkable liquid, sometimes
implies an alcoholic beverage

noun

to host to entertain and look after other
people socially

verb

artist person who creates things along
the lines of aesthetic principles

noun

talent ability considered special; the
ability to do something very well

noun

to explore to learn more about something verb
to couple to combine or put together verb

fume gas or smoke that is usually
harmful

noun

stiff hard to bend, firm adjective
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dull not lively or exciting adjective
gymnastics sport that demonstrates strength,

flexibility, and balance
noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

The concert was completely free, but we had to
pay for the drinks.
Orange juice is a popular breakfast drink.
The city hosted the games.
We play badminton every time we host a barbeque.
The artist produced interesting art.
It's hard to make a living as an artist.
He needed to practice to develop his talent.
Her talent was recognized by everybody.
They explored the city all day.
He explored his artistic side by enrolling in
classes.
The celebration was coupled with fireworks.
The drinks were coupled with a movie.
Toxic fumes cause damage to the body.
You can still smell the fumes from the spray can.
His leg was stiff from the injury.
It was difficult for him to stretch because he was
so stiff.
Her presentation was very dull.
The book was dull, so he put it down.
She couldn't do gymnastics after she sprained her
foot.
He decided to take some gymnastics classes.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

Let's take a look at the phrase "I've been putting it on hold." What this means is that the speaker has not

actively been doing or been involved in something that he or she once used to do. Alex uses this phrase

when telling Drew that she hasn't been painting recently. In other words she hasn't quit, but she's saving

it for a later time.
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The next phrase is "stiff as a board." This phrase contains a simile, which means a phrase that uses the
word "as" or "like" in order to compare things. Drew says that he is "stiff as a board," meaning that he
is inflexible, and therefore he has difficulty bending, like a board. We commonly use this phrase to say
that something is "physically inflexible."

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Phrasal Verbs.
"I like having people over." 

Most verbs are single words, but phrasal verbs have two or more words. The first part is a verb that has
its own meaning when we use it by itself. The second part is an adverb (usually one or two words) that
comes in the form of a preposition and sometimes changes the meaning of the verb or makes it
informal. In this lesson, we'll take a look at three phrasal verbs mentioned in the dialogue.

The first one we'll look at is "to have over," which means "to have somebody at your place as a guest."

For Example:

1. "I like having people over."

Alex is saying that he enjoys having guests at his house. Notice how we place the word "people" in
between the verb and the preposition. We usually place the person coming in this position.

The next phrasal verb we'll look at is "to pick up," which means "to begin again."

For Example:

1. "I've just picked up my gymnastics."

In this sentence, Alex is saying that he is starting to do gymnastics again. With this phrasal verb, you
can put the word "gymnastics" in the middle, as in "I've just picked gymnastics up again."
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The third phrasal verb we'll look at is "to break off," which means "to suspend doing something," as in
"to discontinue something."

For Example:

1. "I guess breaking off from the regular is a good thing."

Here, Alex is saying that he thinks discontinuing a daily routine is something good. When using the
phrasal verb in this meaning, the verb and the preposition usually stay together.

Here are the same three phrasal verbs used in different sentences.

For Example:

1. "I had some guests over last week, and they stayed in the extra room."
2. "He picked piano up again last week, and he's practicing every day."
3. "He broke off from his mundane routine."

 

Cultural Insight

How to Get to Know People

The topics for small talk differ depending on the situation. In the dialogue, Drew is meeting a friend of
a friend. Therefore, the topic of the small talk was a little more casual compared to perhaps a business
situation. Drew starts off by complimenting Alex's place, and then he goes on to asking questions
about him. The conversation flows and is casual. In this situation, the topic is not too personal, which
is how most small talk is. However, it wouldn't be strange to hear a conversation that might be a little
more personal in such a casual setting.
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English

Drew Teddy, is that who I think it is?
Teddy Who…
Drew Three o'clock…
Teddy Oh yeah, it's Sonya!
Drew What the heck is she doing here?
Teddy Hey, I didn't invite her; she must have heard from one of your friends…
Drew I...I can't believe she had the nerve to come here…
Teddy Oh, come on! That was ages ago now! You're not still mad at her, are

you?
Drew Mad? Are you kidding me! I'll never forgive her for what she did to me!

I was a complete fool to ever trust her! I cried for weeks because of
her!!

Teddy Drew, calm down! That was a long time ago! Besides it was just a…
Drew Just a what? Hmm? Just a what? Cowabunga was more than just a turtle

to me! I should have never trusted her and her husband to look after him
that summer…when I saw him that evening after my trip…on his beautiful
dark green shell… stiff…(getting emotional)

Teddy …Hey…you all right?
Drew (drinking one down) I need another drink…

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

heck word used in place of the swear
word 'hell' that is not offensive

noun

to invite to request the attendance of verb
nerve rude action that makes another

angry
noun

to take ages expression used when something
takes a lot of time

phrase

to forgive to stop feeling anger towards
something

verb

fool silly person, person who lacks
good judgement

noun

to trust to rely on the truthfulness or
ability of something or someone

verb

to calm down to become peaceful or relaxed phrasal verb
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trip a journey from one place to
another

noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

I'm having one heck of a time babysitting my baby
brother.
What the heck is he doing?
The whole town was invited to the festival.
We are invited to the barbecue next Sunday.
She had the nerve to leave a mess.
He had the nerve to use her toothbrush.
It took her ages to finish the book.
It takes him ages to get to the store.
Please forgive her manners.
She forgave him for eating her cake.
You look like a fool in that costume.
He is such a fool when it comes to his money.
A team must trust each other in order to win.
I trust my dog to guard my house.
She was sent to her room to calm down.
They calmed down the aggressive dog.
His trip was short but great.
Have a great trip!

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

The first phrase we'll look at is "three o'clock." What Drew is talking about here is not time, but rather

the location of a person. What this means is that since he's talking with Teddy, he's indicating where a

person is standing by giving him the hands of a clock imagining that Teddy is standing in the middle of

the clock facing twelve. This way he can indicate where something is.

The next phrase we'll look at is "Cowabunga was more than just a turtle to me!" What Drew means by
this line is that his pet turtle wasn't just a turtle to him: instead, he felt very fond of it. We use it to
express that something is very important to someone: even though to others it might be something very
irrelevant, but to the other person it meant more than how it looks.
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Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Order of Adjectives.
"His beautiful dark green shell."

There's a rule about the order which we should write adjectives. They go in this order:

1. Determiner
2. Opinion adjective
3. Size
4. Shape
5. Age
6. Color
7. Origin
8. Material

The order of the adjectives from the example in the dialogue is as follows:

"His beautiful dark green shell." = Determiner ("his"), opinion ("beautiful"), color ("dark green"), noun
("shell")

Here are some other examples.

For Example:

1. "The smart, tall, eight year old Nigerian boy."
2. "A small, round, purple and orange rubber ball."
3. "My cracked, antique, Spanish tea set."

If you rearrange the order of adjectives, people might understand what you are saying, but there will be
an unnatural feel to it.
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Cultural Insight

Are They Guests or Party Crashers?

Although it depends on the party, people will invite other people for most large parties. That's why you
will see people you don't know and that's why Drew saw Sonya there, even though it was a party for
him and he didn't want to see her.
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English

Administrative
Staff

Hello, how can I help you?

Drew Hi, I have an appointment with Dr. Reyes at eleven o'clock. My name is
Drew English.

Administrative
Staff

Okay, do you have your insurance card with you?

Drew Yes, here you go.
Administrative
Staff

Great, I just need you to fill out this form and sign at the bottom. And
it'll be twenty-five dollars please.

Drew …What? Twenty-five dollars? For what? Won't my insurance cover that
cost?

Administrative
Staff

No, sir, it's the deductible for doctor visits.

Drew Oh jeez, nobody told me. Must have been in the fine print.
Administrative
Staff

It always is. Nobody knows about it and everybody has to pay it. That's
why people say to read the fine print.

Drew They should just print it in a normal font.
Administrative
Staff

Would you have read it then?

Drew Probably not.
Administrative
Staff

…twenty-five dollars, please. And please fill out the form. You're name
will be called when the doctor is ready.

Drew Okay.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

appointment arrangement for a meeting noun
insurance agreement where a person makes

payments to a company, in
promise that the company will

pay money in the case of injury or
thing agreed upon

noun

to fill out to write in the required
information completely

verb phrase

to sign to write your name on something
usually to agree to something

verb
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deductible money needed to be paid by you
before insurance pays the rest

noun

fine print part in a document written in
small letters that contains

important information

noun

font style of letters and numbers and
punctuation marks

noun

probably without much doubt; likely to
happen

adverb

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

I can't be late for my ten o'clock appointment.
The insurance is taking care of the situation.
My insurance includes eye doctor visits as well.
The form was filled out with personal details.
He filled out the form in five minutes.
He signed the paper, although he wasn't happy
with the terms.
She signed all the documents in the end.
His insurance came with a five-hundred-dollar
deductible.
I had to pay the deductible on the spot.
The fine print included what she needed to know.
He read the fine print with a magnifying glass.
The font made the paragraph hard to read.
The font was Times New Roman.
I probably won't be able to attend the party.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

"Please fill out this form and sign at the bottom" is a common phrase you'll hear in many places. The

phrasal verb "fill out" can also be "fill in." If you don't know what to write in certain parts of the form,

ask the staff for help. Most forms require your signature at the bottom of the paper, so make sure you

have no mistakes when writing your information.
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The second phrase we'll look at is "read the fine print." This is some advice that is often given to people
who sign documents. The fine print is the small writing usually at the bottom of the document that
contains information. It has the kind of information that people wouldn't think of until it happens.
Therefore, before you sign an official paper, it's always a good idea to read the information in small
writing.

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Negative Questions.
"Won't my insurance cover that cost?"

We can use negative questions to confirm whether a negative belief is true or a positive belief is true.
In this case, Drew knows that he has to pay the twenty-five dollars, but he is asking for confirmation
that his insurance will not in fact pay for it. The answer to the question is no, the insurance will not pay
for it. If it would, however, it would be yes, the insurance will pay for it.

Oftentimes a negative question is expecting a no answer.

Here are some examples.

For Example:

1. "Didn't you read the book before the test?" 
"No, I didn't have time."

2. "Hasn't she finished dinner yet?"
"No, she's only halfway through."

Here are some examples of negative questions used to express positive beliefs.

For Example:

1. "Wouldn't it be easier to go this way?"
"Yes, it would be."

2. "Didn't you watch the movie already?"
"Yes, just yesterday."
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Cultural Insight

Don't Be Afraid of the Doctor, But Bring Your Wallet!

The doctor's office can be an unhappy place for many people to visit, especially if you're in another
country. There are sometimes fees that you didn't know about before that you need to pay once you're
there, so remember to bring extra money with you. When in doubt, ask whether your health insurance
would pay for it. 
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English

"Doctor Hello, have a seat, how are feeling today?
Drew Well, I’ve been feeling a bit under the weather these past few days. At

first I thought it was just a bad hangover, but it doesn’t seem like I’m
recovering.

Doctor What kinds of symptoms do you have?
Drew Well, I have a dull headache and I can’t seem to keep anything down. If

I do, then it slips right out.
Doctor Okay, do you smoke?
Drew No, I quit a year ago
Doctor Any other drugs?
Drew Apart from the occasional drink, no.
Doctor Really?
Drew Really.
Doctor Okay, please lift up your shirt. Let’s have a listen to your heartbeat and

check your blood pressure. But first, say ‘ah’
Drew ‘ahhhh’ "

Vocabulary
English Definition Class
hangover sick feeling some time after

drinking too much alcohol
noun

to recover to become healthy again verb
symptom change in body that shows that

something is not healthy
noun

dull something that is not severe or
extreme

adjective

headache a pain of the head noun
heartbeat action of the heart pumping blood noun

blood pressure force required for blood to flow
through the body

noun

to quit to stop doing something verb
occasional sometimes and not regularly adjective

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
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His hangover got better in the evening.
She had a bad hangover after the event.
He needs to rest well to recover his strength.
She recovered well after her surgery.
It was hard to diagnose the disease just by the
symptoms.
His symptoms indicate that he has the flu.
He had a dull ache in his knee, which he ignored.
The dull pain eventually went away.
He took a painkiller for his headache.
I don't think I can come to dinner. I'm having a
pretty bad headache.
His heartbeat got faster when he saw her.
Her heartbeat got faster when she saw him.
Her diet helped her lower her blood pressure.
His blood pressure was a bit high.
He quit drinking and started exercising.
She quit her office job and became a stuntwoman.
Besides the occasional storm, the weather is pretty
clear here.
His mother would send an occasional care
package to them.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

Drew tells the doctor that he is "feeling a bit under the weather." This means that he is feeling sick.
You can use this phrase to tell people that you are not well without telling them exactly what you have.

Drew also tells the doctor that he "can't seem to keep anything down" and that if he does then "it slips
right out." What he is saying here is that he is vomiting and he also has diarrhea. "Keeping food down"
means to not throw it up again, and "slipping out" means that his bowel movements are not normal...to
say the least.

The doctor tells Drew to "say 'ah,'" which means that Drew has to open his mouth and say "ah" so that
the doctor can look at the back of his throat. Doctors will say this to patients often, and then they will
use a disposable wooden stick to hold down your tongue.
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Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Vocabulary for Symptoms.
"I have a dull headache."

Since communicating your symptoms to your doctor is important, here are some pains you might have
that you can tell your doctor about.

For Example:

A. "I have a headache."

B. "I have a stomachache."

C. "I have an earache."

D. "I have a backache."

E. "I have a sore throat."

F. "I have a fever."

G. "I have a stuffy nose." (when you can't breathe through your nose)

H. "I have diarrhea."

I. "I feel drowsy." (when you feel tired)

J. "I feel dizzy."

K. "I feel lightheaded."

L. "I feel nauseous."
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M. "I feel short of breath."

N. "I feel weak."

O. "I feel tired."

P. "I feel pain [describe location of pain]" or, to describe the intensity of pain, say:

1. "a sharp pain"
2. "a dull pain"
3. "a throbbing pain"
4. "a strong pain"

Q. "I feel a burn in my ______."

It is important that the doctor knows when the symptoms started and whether you take any other
medications. If the doctor doesn't ask you and you think it's important, go ahead and tell the doctor
yourself. If the doctor prescribes you some medicine, you can ask questions about the medication if
you don't feel comfortable about it. You can write down things you want to tell the doctor before you
go in so that you're sure you won't forget. Otherwise, make sure you bring a book or iPod so that you
have something to do in the waiting room.

 

Cultural Insight

Why It's Important to Confess Everything to the Doctor

It's important that you are able to tell the doctor your symptoms and to tell the truth so that the doctor
can diagnose you correctly. All information at the doctor's office is strictly confidential, and therefore
you don't have to worry about the doctor telling people your symptoms. Also, a visit will most likely
always consist of a heartbeat check, a blood pressure check, and the back of the throat check.
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English

Dentist
Receptionist

Hello, Pearly Whites. How can I help you?

Sandra Hi, I would like to schedule a checkup please.
Dentist
Receptionist

Sure. Have you been here before?

Sandra No, it’s my first time.
Dentist
Receptionist

Okay. Do you have insurance?

Sandra Yes, I have FamCare insurance.
Dentist
Receptionist

Okay, and is there any particular reason for your visit?

Sandra Yes, I think I might have a cavity… again. Must be the ice-cream
Dentist
Receptionist

Yes, that could be a cause. Okay let me see… Doctor Reeves is available
tomorrow at three.

Sandra Hmm… that won’t work for me. How about this Thursday after four?
Dentist
Receptionist

Ummm… yes, he’s available at four.

Sandra Perfect.
Dentist
Receptionist

Okay, I’ll put you in for that time. So that’s Thursday the third at four.

Sandra That sums it up.
Dentist
Receptionist

Thanks for calling Pearly Whites.

Sandra Thanks.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class
pearly shiny white like a pearl adjective

schedule plan for an activity or event or
day; agenda

noun

checkup exam done by a doctor on a
person to see the well being of

that person

noun

insurance agreement where a person makes
payments to a company, in

promise that the company will

noun
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pay money in the case of injury or
thing agreed upon

particular specific, no others are referred adjective
cavity hole in the tooth caused by decay noun
cause something that creates a result noun

available not busy, easy to get or use adjective
to sum up to say again in different and less

words than before
phrasal verb

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

The pill was small and pearly.
The pearly buttons matched the outfit.
My schedule has kept me on the go recently.
What's your schedule like next week?
They said that I have high blood pressure at my
checkup.
I'm going for a checkup tomorrow.
The insurance is taking care of the situation.
My insurance includes eye doctor visits as well.
I like Mexican food, but I don't like that particular
dish.
I like that particular color.
The dentist filled the cavity in.
My cavity was hurting me when I chewed.
The birthday was a cause for a celebration.
The cause of the fire was a cigarette.
The room was available, but only for a short while.
Solar power is the world's most available energy
source.
The lawyer summed the case up well.
He summed up the key points before closing.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

The first phrase we'll look at is "that won't work for me." Sandra says this when she tells the

receptionist that she is unavailable for the suggested time. You can use this phrase when something
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doesn't fit your schedule, as Sandra did, or when you disagree with a suggestion. For example, if
somebody says, "Let's go eat seafood," you could respond, "That won't work for me: I'm allergic to
seafood." It has a stronger tone to it when using it in the latter form.

The next phrase we'll look at is "that sums it up." Sandra says this to agree with what the receptionist
has said. In other words, the receptionist has put together the most important parts of the conversation
in brief.

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Present Perfect.
"Have you been here before?"

Since communicating your symptoms to your doctor is important, here are some pains you might have
that you can tell your doctor about.

This question is in the present perfect form. The present perfect means that the action happened before
now, but is relevant to the present. In the dialog the receptionist asks Drew, have you been here before
in the present perfect form, because his prior visit is relevant to the now or present.

This is a common question form to ask whether or not people did something in the past, because that
experience usually may have some kind of connection to the present. For example,

Have you seen that movie? - Yes I have, so let's watch another one.

Here, the person's experience of watching the movie connects to the present because they remember
the movie, and therefore makes the decision of choosing another.

It is common to use words such as ever, yet and just in such a construction. Words such as yesterday,
last week, an hour ago or other words that choose a

This question is in the present perfect form. The present perfect means that the action happened before
now, but is relevant to the present. In the dialogue, the receptionist asks Drew, "Have you been here
before?" in the present perfect form because his prior visit is relevant to the present.

This is a common question form we use to ask whether people did something in the past because that
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experience usually may have some kind of connection to the present.

For Example:

1.      "Have you seen that movie?" 
"Yes, I have, so let's watch another one."

Here, the person's experience of watching the movie connects to the present because he or she
remembers the movie and therefore decides to choose another.

It is common to use words such as "ever," "yet," and "just" in such a construction. Usually, we do not
use words or phrases such as "yesterday," "last week," "an hour ago," or others that choose a specific
time in combination with the present perfect because they don't connect it to the present.

For Example:

1.      "Have you ever been to Costa Rica before?"
"No, I've never been there. I heard it's beautiful."

"Ever" emphasizes the question of "At any time, have you been to Costa Rica?"

For Example:

1.      "Have you eaten dinner yet?"
"Not yet; let's eat together."

"Yet" emphasizes the question of "So far, have you eaten dinner?"

For Example:

1.      "Has he just arrived?"
"It looks like it."

"Just" emphasizes the question "Has he very recently arrived?"
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Remember that in order to construct this question, you need to know your past participle form.
Sometimes the form is the same as a verb in past tense and sometimes it's not, so watch out for those
and keep on practicing them.

specific time is not usually used in combination with the present perfect because it doesn't connect it to
the present.

 

Have you ever been to Costa Rica before? - No, I've never been there. I heard it's beautiful.

Ever emphasizes the question of at any time, have you been to Costa Rica?

Have you eaten dinner yet? - Not yet, let's eat together.

Yet emphasizes the question of so far, have you eaten dinner?

Has he just arrived? - It looks like it.

Just emphasizes the question has he very recently arrived?.

Remember, that in order to construct this question, you need to know your past participle form.
Sometimes the form is the same as a verb in past tense, and sometimes it's not, so watch out for those
and keep on practicing them.

 

Cultural Insight

Scheduling an Appointment with the Dentist

  

You can schedule an appointment online if the dentist that you plan to go to has that service.
Otherwise you may have to, or you may prefer to, call the dentist's office yourself. The receptionist
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may ask you the reason for your visit so that he or she can estimate how long you'll be in with the
dentist. If the dentist finds something in the checkup, then in most cases the dentist will schedule you
for another appointment and not fix the problem there. So if you feel pain in your tooth and think that
you have something that will take time to fix, expect to be visiting the dentist more than once. That's
why it's important to find a dentist you feel comfortable with.
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English

Sandra Hey Teddy, where’s Drew today?
Teddy He’s out sick
Sandra Oh? He caught a cold?
Teddy Well, he thought it was just a bad hangover, but he wasn’t getting any

better, so he went to the doctor where he found out that he had caught
the flu.

Sandra Oh, poor thing, the jetlag and the partying must have caught up with
him. I heard that he wasn’t feeling good during the party as well?

Teddy … Yeah, I guess he was suffering from a wave of nostalgia.
Sandra Wave of what?
Teddy Nothing.
Sandra Should we go visit him? We could bring him some chicken noodle soup.

He’s staying at the Golden Gate Hotel right? That’s just down the street.
We could bring our swimsuits and swim in the swimming pool as his
guests as well!

Teddy Hey, not a bad idea! Let’s go tomorrow.
Sandra No, tomorrow I have a dentist’s appointment. Let’s go the day after.
Teddy Works for me.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

cold common illness that may include
coughing, sneezing, sore throat

and other symptoms

noun

hangover sick feeling some time after
drinking too much alcohol

noun

flu short for influenza which is a
common disease

noun

poor unfortunate adjective
jet lag feeling of tiredness when

traveling due to change in time
and lack of sleep

noun

nostalgia mixture of a good and sad feeling
when remembering something in
the past and wanting to return to

the moment again

noun
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homemade made at home adjective
swimsuit attire for swimming noun

pool swimming pool, a small body of
water contained for swimming

noun

guest person invited to spend some
time at another's place

noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

He visited his doctor to get medicine for his cold.
I caught a bad cold that lasted a week.
His hangover got better in the evening.
She had a bad hangover after the event.
She just got her flu shots last week.
They all caught the flu together.
The poor child tripped and fell and scraped her
knees.
The poor dog had no food to eat.
Surprisingly, my jet lag wasn't so bad even though
the flight was long.
I had jet lag after coming back from my trip.
He was filled with nostalgia when he saw his old
school.
The picture brought on a wave of nostalgia.
The homemade meal tasted just as she
remembered it.
Homemade cookies taste delicious.
The swimsuits helped with the speed of their
swimming.
She packed several swimsuits with her.
They had to clean their pool because it was full of
leaves.
Their children like to swim in the swimming pool
every summer.
The guests brought many presents to the birthday
party.
The butler bowed politely at the guests.
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Vocabulary Phrase Usage

The first phrase we'll look at is "to have caught up." Sandra mentions that the jet lag and partying must

have caught up to Drew, meaning that the fatigue the busy activities caused has finally affected his

body. You can use this in the sense that something is now up to date that was behind before.

The next phrase we'll look at is "a wave of nostalgia." We use this to say that a nostalgic feeling has

come over a person. Since nostalgia is a feeling of longing, it seems appropriate that it comes in the

form of an unexpected wave, as though it engulfs the person. Drew felt a wave of nostalgia at the party

when thinking about his turtle that died. 

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Modal "Could."
"We could bring him some homemade soup."

The word "could" has many uses. It is a modal verb that we can use in several instances, such as to
describe abilities in the past and to make polite requests. In this lesson, we will concentrate on how we
can use "could" as a softer version of "can."

 

Sandra makes the suggestion "We could bring him some homemade soup." She is talking about a
possibility, which is why she uses "could" rather than "can." By using the less definite word, she is
saying that her suggestion may or may not become a reality.

Another example is when she says "We could bring our swimsuits," which is another possible idea she
has in mind that may or may not become a reality.

You can use "could" when giving ideas like Sandra does about possible future actions. Here are other
examples.
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For Example:

1.      "We could go to the Spanish restaurant instead."

2.      "They could see the Vatican first, then the Colosseum second."

3.      "He could go earlier if necessary."

As you can see, in all of the examples from above, we could replace the "could" with "can." But we
use the modal because they are all suggestions and therefore require a softer version of "can." Try
using it next time you offer somebody an idea.

 

Cultural Insight

An American Cure for the Common Cold

Soup is a popular food to have while being sick. It is said to help with low energy and clear up
congestion. Chicken noodle soup as you heard in the dialogue is a popular choice among the soups,
especially one with lots of vegetables is recommended. Try it next time you are sick and see how it
makes you feel!
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English

Dentist Good afternoon. Please have a seat here… so it looks like you might have
a cavity… am I correct?

Sandra Yes, my tooth has been aching these days.
Dentist Let’s have a look then. Please sit back here and open your mouth. I’m

going to lower the chair… when was your last checkup?
Sandra Well, it’s been a while to be honest, but the pain has been recent.
Dentist Okay, please don’t talk and hold still…
Sandra Uh… okay…
Dentist Yes, it looks like you have a cavity… and some plaque built up as well.

We’ll clean that today, but you’ll have to come back to get that cavity
fixed on another day.

Sandra I see… Will it be painful?
Dentist There’s going to be some drilling involved, so I’ll give you some local

anesthetic for it.
Sandra I see… ummm... is there any way around this.
Dentist Everybody always wishes so, but unless you want your teeth to fall out

of your head, I strongly urge that you get this done as soon as possible.
And of course visit the dentist more frequently.

Sandra Oh, okay…

Vocabulary
English Definition Class
cavity hole in the tooth caused by decay noun
to ache to feel constant pain that is not

extreme
verb

to lower to bring something down from a
higher position

verb

checkup exam done by a doctor on a
person to see the well being of

that person

noun

plaque thin bacterial layer on teeth noun
to fix to repair verb

painful causing hurt adjective
to drill to put a hole in something with a

tool
verb

local anesthetic drug that causes loss of feeling in noun
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a certain area
to urge to persuade or encourage verb

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

The dentist filled the cavity in.
My cavity was hurting me when I chewed.
His muscles were aching.
My back is aching today.
He lowered his legs from the foot rest.
I lowered the sign a little.
They said that I have high blood pressure at my
checkup.
I'm going for a checkup tomorrow.
Brush to prevent plaque built up.
The dentist cleaned the plaque on her teeth.
He fixed the car.
I fixed the lawn mower last week.
The injury was painful.
His finger was swollen and painful.
They drilled for oil.
He drilled a hole in the board.
He gave the patient a local anesthetic for the
stitches.
They urged others to vote.
He urged me to accompany him.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

The first phrase is "am I correct?" This is a question you ask when you want to be sure of something.

You are literally asking the other person whether what you said is true. In other words, you are asking

for feedback and confirmation. The dentist is confirming the information she has received from Sandra

to determine whether it matches.

The next phrase we'll look at is "strongly urge." We often use this phrase when giving a

recommendation to somebody. Although it's just a recommendation, the two words are powerful;
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therefore, the recommendation is almost as though it's a must. When somebody uses this phrase, it's
difficult not to do what he or she advises!

 

 

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Language We Use in the Dentist's Office.
"You might have a cavity."

Many of you may not like visiting the dentist's office, perhaps because of a bad past experience.
Nevertheless, if you know you have to go, then these words may come in handy and ease your visit!

For Example:

You

1.      "I think I have a cavity."

2.      "My tooth hurts."

3.      "I chipped my tooth." (A piece of your tooth has broken.)

4.      "I broke my tooth."

5.      "My gums bleed." (The pink flesh holding your teeth is bleeding.)

Dentist

1.      "You have some plaque built up."

LC: I_S1L21_112210         © www.EnglishClass101.com - All Rights Reserved          2010-11-22

109



5

EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

2.      "Your bite is not aligned."

3.      "You have some tooth decay."

4.      "You should floss more carefully."

5.      "I'm going to give you a fluoride treatment." (Fluoride is a treatment in the form of a foam or a
gel that helps strengthen teeth.)

6.      "I need to take an X-ray."

7.      "Your wisdom teeth are pushing your other teeth." (Wisdom teeth are the last teeth in the upper
and lower rows.)

8.      "You need braces." (You need to get something in your mouth that will align your teeth.)

9.      "I need to fill your cavity."

10.  "I need to pull a tooth out."

11.  "I need to drill a bit."

12.  "Please rinse and spit here." (Wash your mouth with the given liquid, then spit it out.)

It's important to know what the dentist is saying so you know what to expect. Use these words as a
base and see whether you hear any of them at the dentist's office.

 

Cultural Insight

LC: I_S1L21_112210         © www.EnglishClass101.com - All Rights Reserved          2010-11-22

110



6

EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

Making Your Dental Appointment as Painless as Possible

The dentist's office is not a very happy place for anybody to visit. If you ever go to the dentist while
you're overseas in an English-speaking country, make sure you know what certain words are so that
you know what you want to tell the dentist and you know what the dentist is going to do.
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English

Teddy Excuse me, where can I find canned soup?
Supermarket Lady Down aisle two, on your left-hand side.
Teddy Okay, thanks.
Sandra You want to feed our sick friend canned soup?
Teddy Hey, that stuff is good! Campbell's chicken noodle soup is nothing to be

ashamed of!
Sandra No, Drew is not going to get better off that instant stuff. I'm going to

make him some homemade soup. Excuse me, where's the soup stock?
Supermarket Lady That'll be down the sixth aisle, across from the sauces.
Sandra Okay, thanks… Hey, speaking of canned soup, how's your friend Alex?

Nice lady, kind of strange, but nice.
Teddy I think she's good. I heard the cops visited her place a few days

later…maybe we were too loud at the party? But I haven't heard from her
since.

Sandra Hmm…strange they came after the whole thing was over. Oh well, not
my place.

Teddy Yeah, oh well, I'm sure she handled the situation. Anyway, if you're
going to make the soup, I'll buy the crackers.

Sandra How very thoughtful of you. Well, since I'm making it, I might as well
make some for you, my kids, and my husband all in one go.

Teddy That's the spirit, Sandra!

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

aisle narrow and long space where
people can walk

noun

to feed to give food to verb
ashamed feeling guilt and bad about

something
adjective

instant happening in a very short period
of time

adjective

homemade made at home adjective
cop informal for police officer noun

to handle to manage successfully verb
all in one go all at the same time phrase

spirit force in a person believed to give noun
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the person power and energy

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

The cereal was in the fifth aisle.
The bride walked down the aisle.
He fed the baby some applesauce.
He feeds the dog three times a day.
I'm ashamed to say that I still don't know where
the store is.
He was ashamed of what he did, so he went to
apologize.
They received an instant response from the
audience.
The book was an instant hit.
The homemade meal tasted just as she
remembered it.
Homemade cookies taste delicious.
He was stopped by a cop for speeding.
The cops were eating doughnuts while the thief
was robbing the old lady.
He's having a hard time handling stress.
She handled the situation well.
He was able to organize his room and clean it all
in one go.
The school spirit was great during the game.
He was in low spirits after the loss.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

The first phrase we'll look at is "handle the situation." This means "to be able to react and respond

properly to a problem." If you handle a situation well, that means you can solve the problem smoothly.

The next phrase we'll look at is "might as well." In this case, Sandra uses the phrase to mean that she

will make the soup for more people while she's at it. In other words, since she's making it, she should

make more in the meantime.
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Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Difference between the Two Future Tenses, "Going to" and
"Will."
"If you're going to make the soup, I'll buy the crackers."

"Will" and "going to" are both future tense forms. We can use them interchangeably sometimes, yet
they have a difference in meaning. The difference in meaning could set the nuance for the entire
sentence.

In many cases, as in the dialogue as well, "going to" talks about plans, decisions, or intentions. Teddy
uses this form in the sentence "if you're going to make the soup" because he's talking about Sandra's
plan of making the soup.

In the next sentence, he uses the "will" form for the sentence "I'll buy the crackers." Here, he switches
to the other form because he's is voluntarily saying that he wants to do something. In this case, he's
expressing his desire to buy crackers.

If you can understand the difference between these two future tenses, you'll be able to get your
meaning across more clearly. Take, for example, these two sentences.

For Example:

1. "I'm going to do the dishes."
2. "I'll do the dishes."

In both these statements, you're saying that you're washing the dishes in the future. However, the first
sentence tells the listener your intention of the action. The second sentence tells the listener your desire
to do the dishes. Therefore, the second one expresses a voluntary action, a show perhaps that you want
to help. Now, if you were to help somebody with the cleaning, which would you most likely say?

The nuance may be hard to understand at first, but like all English phrases, listen for them and you'll
see how people use the two forms in different situations.
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Cultural Insight

Is It Easy to Shop for Groceries in the United States?

Supermarkets in the United States are generally big and can have many aisles lined up with groceries.
Usually, there's a sign hanging above every aisle so that the customer knows where to find certain
products. Some major supermarkets have self-checkout machines where you can pay without a cashier,
and some places have registers where customers buying only a certain number of items can check out
more quickly.
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English

Teddy So, it looks like you’re feeling better.
Drew Yeah, thanks for coming to visit me the other day by the way.
Teddy Don’t mention it. Wwe were just a little worried about you after the

party.
Drew And you wanted to check out the pool
Teddy That too.
Drew Well, I hope my apartment is as comfortable as the hotel. They told me

that it’s on the 5th floor and it has a living room, kitchen, bedroom, and
a bathroom. It’s furnished with laundry facilities on the first floor and a
parking space.

Teddy Hey, doesn’t sound bad at all! And it’s in the middle of the city! Right
next to a donut shop right? That’s a deal made in heaven!!

Drew Yeah, but I’m on a diet, trying to lose the rest of my baby fat… for the
past 10 years.

Teddy Well then you can at least bring Sandra and me some donuts… So we're
at the gas station now.... and it's on 11th and Market… third building on
the right with a brown roof… I think that’s it!

Drew Yeah! That’s it!

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

to mention to say or to talk about verb
apartment a rented room or set of rooms to

live in within a larger building
noun

comfortable relaxed and pleasant adjective
furnished having furniture adjective
facility a place built for a particular

purpose
noun

doughnut cake made of fried dough that is
usually shaped like a ring

noun

heaven place where good people go to
after death according to some

religions

noun

diet act of modifying food intake
usually by restriction in attempt

to lose weight

noun
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baby fat extra fat that a child or baby has noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

They mentioned the problem to the group.
He mentioned the new job to her but she wasn't
listening.
The apartment was old but in good condition.
It's expensive to rent an apartment in New York.
She didn't feel comfortable walking down that
street.
He felt comfortable in his armchair.
He didn't buy a couch because the place was
already furnished.
She moved into a furnished apartment.
The hotel had great facilities.
The park has a community hall and other event
facilities on the grounds.
The cops were eating doughnuts while the thief
was robbing the old lady.
The chocolate-covered doughnuts with rainbow
sprinkles are my favorite.
He hopes to go to heaven when he dies.
The angel that saved his life came from heaven.
He's on a diet because he gained some weight after
the holidays.
I will start my diet after I eat this chocolate cake.
She convinced herself it was only a little bit of
baby fat.
His baby fat stayed with him until his teens.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

The first phrase we'll look at is, don't mention it. This is used to say you're welcome. In other words,
the thing you are thanking the person for is so trivial that it's not worth mentioning. It's a friendly
phrase to use.
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The next expression is it's a deal made in heaven. This means that what is presented or offered is really
good, as if it were made in heaven. It's an exaggeration of course, but it's a phrase used to say that the
subject at hand is that good.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Prepositions. 
"It's on the fifth floor" 

Prepositions can be a tricky thing to get right when learning English. They're the words that show the
relationship between things. We will concentrate on only three prepositions in this lesson. On, in and 
at.

Conceptually, on is used when you visualize a flat surface with something on top of it. Picture in as in
something inside something. At indicates a specific point. Remember, these are only concepts to help
you remember when to use which.

In the dialog, Drew says that his place is on the 5th floor. If you think of the floor as a flat surface and
the room being on it, then the preposition on seems appropriate.

Teddy mentions that the location is in the middle of the city. The preposition in is commonly used for
cities. You can remember it as the buildings are tall in a city and that since you are surrounded by high
rises, you are inside the city.

Teddy says, they're at the gas station. In this case, since the gas station is a very specific point, at is
used.

Now compare these two sentences.

I'm in the office.

I'm at the office.

What do you think the difference would be? The person saying this phrase may be in the same
location.... Being the office, but note how the nuance is a little different. With in¸the person is saying
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that they are physically in an enclosed space, being the room or building they are in. With at, they are
talking about the location of the office, that that's where they are.

Here are some common words that go with in, on and at.

in the room on the bus at the station
in London on the plane at 31 Darling Street
in town on the train at the movies
in school on the bridge at a party
in the car on Darling Street at the park

Remember, the concepts are to help you remember which to use when. Some may not make sense (in
the car yet on the bus) but the concepts should aid in coming up with reasons (in for cars because it's an
enclosed space, on for buses because they're long in shape, like a board). Of course some are just
simple memorization.

Note that British and American English might use different prepositions from time to time.

Cultural Insight

Renting a Place in an English-Speaking Country

Finding an apartment can be a difficult thing to do when you're new to an area. Contracts also can be a
hurdle, especially if they're not written in your first language. Watch out for things like the amount of
deposit you have to pay, how long the contract is, and how many months of notice you need to give
before moving out. You might want to ask about things such as a parking space, laundry facilities,
noise in the neighborhood, pet rules, and other on-premises amenities. Also, be careful with any
damages in your place before you move in, since you don't want to be held responsible for things that
you didn't do. If in doubt, always ask somebody who is better informed than you are...it never hurts to
be informed.
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English

Carl Hi! I'm Carl from Carl's Plumbing Services. Thank you for calling us.
Drew Thanks for coming so quickly.
Carl What seems to be the problem?
Drew Well, the sink in the kitchen is clogged. I tried to unclog it myself with

Rooter Roter, but it didn't work very well.
Carl I see. When did you begin to have trouble?
Drew About a week ago. It's actually getting worse day by day even though I

continued using the Rooter Roter for a bit.
Carl Well, let me take a look at it. Let's just hope it's nothing too ugly... like

what I found last week.
Drew Umm... what DID you find?
Carl Not for your ears sir.
(after checking the pipes under the sink).
Carl Well, I found your problem.
Drew Really? What was it?
Carl You had a small towel in your drain.
Drew What!? Really!? Well, no wonder!
Carl That'll be $50 please.
Drew $50?!!!

English

Carl Hi! I'm Carl from Carl's Plumbing Services. Thank you for calling us.
Drew Thanks for coming so quickly.
Carl What seems to be the problem?
Drew Well, the sink in the kitchen is clogged. I tried to unclog it myself with

Rooter Roter, but it didn't work very well.
Carl I see. When did you begin to have trouble?
Drew About a week ago. It's actually getting worse day by day even though I

continued using the Rooter Roter for a bit.
Carl Well, let me take a look at it. Let's just hope it's nothing too ugly... like

what I found last week.
Drew Umm... what DID you find?
Carl Not for your ears sir.
(after checking the pipes under the sink).
Carl Well, I found your problem.

LC: I_S1L24_121310         © www.EnglishClass101.com - All Rights Reserved          2010-12-13

123



3

EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

Drew Really? What was it?
Carl You had a small towel in your drain.
Drew What!? Really!? Well, no wonder!
Carl That'll be $50 please.
Drew $50?!!!

Vocabulary
English Definition Class
service work performed by a person or

people who serve
noun

plumbing pipe system that allows water to
flow through a building

noun

to clog to gradually block something so
that something else cannot move

through it with ease anymore

noun

worse inferior in quality noun
trouble problem or inconvenience noun

pipe hollow cylinder used to carry
water or gas or other substances

noun

sink wide bowl like object to catch the
water from the faucet and drain it

through a pipe

noun

problem an obstacle, a source of distress, a
negative issue

noun

drain something to remove a liquid
from a place

noun

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

That restaurant has impeccable service.
He does a lot of community service work.
The plumbing was bad so they moved out.
The plumbing system has been renovated in that
building.
The pipe was clogged with dirt.
The street was clogged with heavy traffic.
This restaurant is even worse than the previous.
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The weather is worse today than yesterday.
She had trouble remembering her dates in her art
history class.
His sister is always prodding him to get him in
trouble.
The pipes in the factory ran all across the ceiling.
There was a leak in the pipe, which caused a big
mess.
The sink had some pretty designs on it.
The sink is full of dirty dishes.
The problem seemed trivial after some time.
Are you aware of the problem?
The city had to repair the drains in the streets.
The drain was rusty after all those years.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

The first phrase we'll look at is "not for your ears." What the plumber means by this is that the thing he

found in the clogged sink before was so extreme that he can't tell Drew. In other words, he doesn't want

Drew to hear it. You can use this for the eyes as well, as in "not for your eyes," if you want to tell

somebody that he or she shouldn't see something. It's an expression that adults commonly use with a

child.

The next phrase we'll look at is "no wonder." You'll use this phrase when you want to say that
something is not surprising. You can use it as an exclamation, or you can use it as part of a sentence, as
in "No wonder he looks bad; he's caught a cold!"

 

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is Verbs Followed by Other Verbs.
"When did you begin to have trouble?"
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There are certain verbs in English that can be followed by another verb in its infinitive form or gerund
form. Some verbs can only have one or the other. In this lesson, we'll look at the verbs that can be
followed by both.

For Example:

1.      "When did you begin to have trouble?" ("begin" + "have")

2.      "I continued using the Roto Rooter."

Each of these sentences has two verbs. The second verb in first sentence is in the infinitive form, "to
have." The second verb in the second sentence is in the gerund form, "using." Depending on the first
verb, the second verb may be an infinitive or gerund. However, in these two cases, the first verb can be
accompanied by either a gerund or an infinitive.

For Example:

1.      "When did you begin having trouble?"

2.      "I continued to use the Roto Rooter."

Here are some more verbs that can be followed by both a gerund and an infinitive.

"like"

For Example:

1.      "He likes to eat there."/"He likes eating there."

"love"

For Example:
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1.      "I love to sing the in rain."/"I love singing in the rain."

"prefer"

For Example:

1.      "They prefer to play with the blocks."/"They prefer playing with the blocks."

"start"

For Example:

1.      "We started to walk through the forest."/"We started walking through the forest."

There are some verbs that can be followed by both an infinitive and a gerund, but the meaning may
change.

For Example:

1.      "She remembered to buy milk."

2.      "She remembered buying milk."

In the first sentence, she kept it in her mind to do something. In the second sentence, she did it, and she
kept it in her mind. As you can see, there's a difference in meaning. Watch out for the difference in
meanings in this case. Sometimes the difference could be slight, and sometimes it could be the cause
of miscommunication.

 

Cultural Insight

Beware of Unexpected American Fees
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If you ever need somebody to come over to your house to take a look at something, even if the
problem was fixed easily, you might still be charged what's called a call out fee. Basically this is the
fee they charge for the person coming to your house to take a look at the problem. Don't be surprised
by the price, as it could be more expensive than you think!
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English

Teddy Hey Drew, work keeping you pretty busy?
Drew Definitely, I’ve had a hectic week, settling into my new place, figuring

out the ropes of the new project… I’m feeling a so stressed!
Teddy Well. since you’re a bit more settled in now, do you want to go out this

Friday?
Drew Well, I was actually going to clean the house a bit.
Teddy Well, you have all weekend to do that!
Drew Yeah, you’re right, I need to unwind too. What do you have in mind?
Teddy Well, I met these two ladies through a friend the other day, and they’ve

agreed to go on a double date! What do you say? We could just all have
a light dinner, go dancing a bit, you know, have a little fun!

Drew A double date? That’s old.
Teddy Come on! The more the merrier right?
Drew Yeah okay fine, it could be fun I suppose. What are their names? Are

they pretty?
Teddy Well, we both know that your taste in women and my taste in women

are like polar opposites. Thelma and Louise are their names.
Drew I just hope that's not code for diva and drama.
Teddy Well, we’ll find out on Friday! So, pick you up at 9
Drew No, meet you at the restaurant, I prefer to drive myself.

Vocabulary
English Definition Class

definitely absolutely, surely, will certainly
happen or is certainly true

adverb

hectic extremely busy adjective
to settle to become more comfortable, to

become orderly
verb

bit small amount of something noun
double having two parts adjective

date romantic activity with a person,
person to do romantic activities

with

noun

merry happy and jolly adjective
to suppose to think or consider something as

true
verb
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code combination of numbers or letters
or symbols that is needed to

access a certain thing

noun

to prefer to like something more than
something else

verb

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

That swimmer is definitely the fastest: he beat the
others by a mile.
I definitely recommend a trip to Maui.
My schedule is hectic.
The day has been hectic.
I had to settle my nerves before presenting.
He settled in his new place.
I speak a little bit of Spanish.
His new car is cool, but it was a bit pricey.
The double doors are over there.
Shall we reserve a double room or a suite?
My date is tall, dark, and handsome.
I'm supposed to be going on a date this Friday.
Let's all be merry and have a good time.
The merry men walked out of the bar.
I suppose we could try that.
Suppose a ghost walks into the room.
I forgot the code to the lock, now I can't open it.
That school has a strict dress code.
I prefer to eat my french fries with mustard and
mayonnaise.
I prefer rainy weather to sunny weather.

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

The first phrase we'll look at is the idiom the ropes. This can be used as figuring out the ropes or 
learning the ropes. This means to understand how to do something new, like a job or an activity. Drew
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remember because of the repeating sounds.

For Example:

1.      "Busy as a bee" (being very busy)     

2.       "Good as gold" (very good)

3.       "Tit for tat" (equal retaliation)

4.       "Rags to riches" (from being poor to wealthy)

You can also find a lot of alliteration in tongue twisters. This is part of the challenge of tongue twisters
, because sometimes it's difficult to repeat the same sound so many times. Here is an example of a well
known tongue twister:

For Example:

1.      "Betty Botter bought a bit of butter
The butter Betty Botter bought was a bit bitter
And made her batter bitter.
But a bit of better butter makes better batter.
So Betty Botter bought a bit of better butter
Making Betty Botter''s bitter batter better."

Listen out for alliteration:, you''ll hear it from time to time!
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How Americans Spend Their Weekends.
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What Are You Doing This Weekend?

Fridays and Saturdays are the two nights of the week when people go out the most. For many people,
the weekend is a time to relax and do some social activities, so those two nights are popular to spend
with friends. . People consider a sSocial life is considered very important to have;, therefore, if you''re
new to the United States and you make new friends, one of the first things they may ask you is to join 
there their weekend nights to have fun and to get to know you a bit more.

 

LC: I_S1L25_122010         © www.EnglishClass101.com - All Rights Reserved          2010-12-20

133



EnglishClass101.com
Learn English with FREE Podcasts

Thank You

Go to InnovativeLanguage.com/audiobooks to get the lesson notes for this course and sign up for your

FREE lifetime account.

 

LC: B_S1L1-25                                                                                                                    © www.EnglishClass101.com - All Rights Reserved          

134


	I_S1L1_070510_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L2_071210_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L3_071910_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L4_072610_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L5_080210_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	Formal English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L6_080910_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L7_081610_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L8_082310_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L9_083010_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L10_090610_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L11_091310_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L12_092010_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L13_092710_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	Formal English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L14_100410_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L15_101110_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L16_101810_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L17_102510_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L18_110110_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L19_110810_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L20_111510_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L21_112210_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L22_112910_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L23_120610_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L24_121310_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

	I_S1L25_122010_eclass101
	Table of Contents
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight




