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Introduction

This is Innovative Language Learning.

Go to InnovativeLanguage.com/audiobooks to get the lesson notes for this course and sign
up for your FREE lifetime account.

The course consists of lessons centered on a practical, real-life conversation.

In each lesson, first, we'll introduce the background of the conversation.

Then, you'll hear the conversation two times:

One time at natural native speed and one time with the English translation.

After the conversation, you'll learn carefully selected vocabulary and key grammar concepts.

Next, you'll hear the conversation 1 time at natural native speed at the end of the lesson.

Finally, practice what you have learned with the review track. Repeat the words and phrases
you hear in the review track aloud to practice pronunciation and reinforce what you have
learned.

Before starting the lessons, go to InnovativeLanguage.com/audiobooks to get the lesson
notes for this course and sign up for your FREE lifetime account.
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Absolute Beginner S1
Meeting - What's Your Name?
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Absolute Beginner S1
Eating - Waiter, the Bill!
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Absolute Beginner S1
Lights, Camera, Chinese Fame!
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Absolute Beginner S1
The Great Chinese Potty Dilemma
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Absolute Beginner S1
Essentials - Let Me Through!
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Absolute Beginner S1
Essentials - Can You Write That Down?

#%$'&%(*)%$%+%$-,%. /
0%1*2-.%$%3%$%46572%) /

8*$65*9-$65 /
:%5*;%)%$-<6= /

>*4-?%26@%A*)%2'1*9 /
B%1*26&%&*2'1C8*4%$6573%< D

E%A7)%36A%1*2%)GF65*<%$%;'=*3 H
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Absolute Beginner S1
Essentials - No, Thanks!

#%$'&%(*)%$%+%$-,%. /
0%1*2-.%$%3%$%46572%) /

8*$65*9-$65 /
:%5*;%)%$-<6= /

>*4-?%26@%A*)%2'1*9 /
B%1*26&%&*2'1C8*4%$6573%< D

E%A7)%36A%1*2%)GF65*<%$%;'=*3 H
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Simplified Chinese

A 请问，地铁在哪儿？
B 在前面。
A 远吗？
B 不远。

Traditional Chinese

A 請問，地鐵在哪兒？
B 在前面。
A 遠嗎？
B 不遠。

Pinyin

A Qǐngwèn, dìtiě zài nǎr?
B Zài qiánmiàn.
A Yuǎn ma?
B Bù yuǎn.

English

A Excuse me, where is the subway?
B Up ahead.
A Is it far?
B Not far.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English

请问 請問 qǐng wèn may I ask
地铁 地鐵 dìtiě subway
在 在 zài at
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前面 前面 qiánmian in front
远 遠 yuǎn far

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

请问，你是哪里人？ Qǐng wèn, nǐ shì nǎli rén? May I ask where you are
from?

坐地铁去，很方便． Zuò dìtiě qù, hěn fāngbiàn. Take the subway there: it's
really convenient.

他在后面。 Tā zài hòumiàn. He is in the back.
你在我的前面。 Nǐ zài wǒ de qiánmiàn. You're in front of me.
我家离这里很远。 Wǒ jiā lí zhèlǐ hěn yuǎn. My house is very far from

here.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is Directional Phrases
在前面。
"Up ahead."

To tell someone the location of something, you can use the structure in this
lesson's dialogue.

For Example: 

1. 在前面
zài qiánmiàn
"up ahead" (literally, "at in front")

 

Use the preposition 在 (zài), plus the location. 

For Example: 
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1. 在左边 
zài zuǒbiān
"on the left side"

2. 在右边
zài yòubiān
"on the right side"

 

哪儿, nǎr ("Where") 

1. 地铁在哪儿？
Dìtiě zài nǎr?
"Where is the subway?"

Unlike English, when asking the location of something, the 'where' comes at the
end of the question in Chinese. The 在 (zài) is a preposition meaning "at" or
"in."

There are two ways of saying "where" in Chinese, depending on the region the
speaker is from. One is as in our dialogue: 哪儿 (nǎr), the other is 哪里 (nǎli). 
They are interchangeable. 

 

Cultural Insight

Riding the subway is a convenient way to get around Beijing, Shanghai, and
Guangzhou. More cities in China are drawing up plans to build metro lines. Cities
such as Chengdu, and Zhengzhou are experiencing large amounts of infrastructure
upgrades. In Beijing, 800,000 trips are made everyday on Line 5 alone. Line 5
which opened in 2007 was planned to have 800,000 passengers in 2032. Since more
and more cars are hitting the roads in China's major cities, citizens are turning
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more to public transportation to beat the traffic jams. For only 2 RMB you can
travel as far as you want on the Beijing subway system. In Shanghai and Guangzhou
however the fee is based on how far you want to travel.
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Absolute Beginner S1
Getting Around China - I Want to Go Here!
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Absolute Beginner S1
Meeting in China - Where are You From?
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Absolute Beginner S1
Getting Around - Asking Directions in China
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Absolute Beginner S1
Buying - This and That in China
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Absolute Beginner S1
Buying - By Train or by Plane in China?
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Absolute Beginner S1
Buying - Getting a Train Ticket in China
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Absolute Beginner S1
Meeting - Studying Chinese
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Absolute Beginner S1
Meeting - Time for Class

#%$'&%(*)%$%+%$-,%. /
0%1*2-.%$%3%$%46572%) /

8*$65*9-$65 /
:%5*;%)%$-<6= /

>*4-?%26@%A*)%2'1*9 /
B%1*26&%&*2'1C8*4%$6573%< D



2

���������
	������������������ ������� ��� �"!��������

� �������
� � ��	
� 
��������������	
� ��� 	

� �������
� � ��	
� 
��������������	
� ��� 	

� �������������� �!
� ���#"���������$
� %�&')(�*�+�,�-#.�/#0)+���1�2�3��� �$
� 4 +���5���+���$

� 6�0)7�8�8��#9) ���/���8�!
� : ���� �,�;�<���,�<�2�$
� %#0)&�=0)7�>� �8�,�1�,�8�,�<���7�/�/�$
� ?  � �*�,#@)$

? �#9�A)����B��� �� C)D�7�����8���,���7�� E)����*���� F)��1�����/#0
����� ����� 5������������� '�0)7�8�8��#9) ���/���8
� � ������� ,�;�<���,�<�2
� � 5��#" ������ 

GIHKJMLINPOIQIO#RSGITPQIUIVPUWRIRXU Y[ZIZIZ#\SHI]#^S_W`PaI`SH#bScWaPaIRSU#RI\SdPeIf[ghL#bIbjiW^SkP]WlIajiW`PaI`SmPnW`So VIU#RSUIgPUIVIgPUWR



3

���������
	������������������ ������� ��� �"!��������


 
 � ,#0
� � *�+�, 8�,��) �1�,�����1�8�,�&0)7�>� 

8�,
� � -#. 8�,�1�,
��� ��� /#0)+���1�2�3 8�,�7�8�8� �����<���7�/�/
��� ��� � +���5���+�� 1�,�,����)*� 

��� ������� �)��+�� � +���5������������� �! 6�0)7�8�8��#9) ���/���8���,#')!
	�
�� ��	 �)��+#'�"�/����������$ �),#@)D�,�;�<���,�<�2�����8#0) 

7�B�8� �D���,�,���$
������� ��������������� C����)+��)7�*��5��#"�����5��#"�������

�����������1#@���$
 ��/���7���<�7#9) �8�,��9) �D���<�7����
!�"#"�$


���$�%�&�'�(�) ��&9�*���*�(#@�+���/#0)(#@)5������$ %#0)&�8#0) �D� ���/���,')7�/#0)D�,�,#9-,
.�/ ��0�����1�2�	 ��3���1�8�����')(#9) ���*�+�,�-#.

 ����1 � 0�4#@)$
C),#9),�D�D�,#')&') �7�D� �1�,�����1�8�,
 7���1 � 0),#@)$

����5�6�	 6)(�-#.�14���1�*#@�����$ =�;#9�1�,�����1�8�,�8#0) A)7�D�2�$
7 ����������! : ��5�����������*�+�,�/#0)+���1�2�3�! 6�0)7�8�8��#9) ���,�*�,#@�0)7�>� �8�,�1�,

8�,�<���7�/�/�!
��� ���8�9 7 	 4 +���5���+���&')(0�@���+�������1�����$ :),�,����)*� �&�=�;����9)��/�/�*�,#@)$

C�0) ��),�<#@)/�,�BC�0)��/�;� �/�/�,�����/�)/�2�����1�7����C) ���������1�8#0) C)�#9) �$
�������
< 6�0)7�8�8��#9) ���/���8�! <

C),�7�/�2�8#0) �8��#9) �&�*�,#@�<�7��@)/� �8#0) A�0)D�7�/� �����8#0)��/��� �/�/�,���;�/�����7���,�1#@) �=

�������
�������������� �!
< 6�0)7�8�8��#9) ���/���8�! <

GIHKJMLINPOIQIO#RSGITPQIUIVPUWRIRXU Y[ZIZIZ#\SHI]#^S_W`PaI`SH#bScWaPaIRSU#RI\SdPeIf[ghL#bIbjiW^SkP]WlIajiW`PaI`SmPnW`So VIU#RSUIgPUIVIgPUWR



4

���������
	������������������ ������� ��� �"!��������

  �D� ���/�/�,#9) ��)7�/���<�8��#9) ���8� ���������1�=

!#$ � ��	
���#"��������
< : ���� �,�;�<���,�<�2 <
%��

��$ � ���
���#"�������� � 0�4���1
< : ���� �,�;�<���,�<�2 <

F)��8#0) �D�,#A)8���,�����/�7�<�<� #A)8�7��)�� �$

��$�$�$ < C),  7�>� �8�,��), ? ,#9) �8#0)����1 <


��������������	
%�&')(�*�+�,�-#.�/#0)+���1�2�3��� �$
< %#0)&�=0)7�>� �8�,�1�,�8�,�<���7�/�/�$ <

C�0) �� �
	)+�,���&�7�/@)/� �������8#0)��/�/� ���8� ���<� A)7�8�8� �D���&���/�7���7#@�+�������7�D�*�>� �D���') @)/� �8�,
8�7���2�7��),#@)8'�0)7�8�,��� ')��������,�,�D'�0)7�8�,��� ���/�,��)����1� ���8�,���,�����8#0) �B#@)8#@)D� �$

GIHKJMLINPOIQIO#RSGITPQIUIVPUWRIRXU Y[ZIZIZ#\SHI]#^S_W`PaI`SH#bScWaPaIRSU#RI\SdPeIf[ghL#bIbjiW^SkP]WlIajiW`PaI`SmPnW`So VIU#RSUIgPUIVIgPUWR



���������
	������������������ ������� ��� �"!��������

Absolute Beginner S1
Eating - What Do You Want to Eat?
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Absolute Beginner S1
Eating - Get Me to a Restaurant!
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Absolute Beginner S1
Eating - Ordering Noodles
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Absolute Beginner S1
Eating - Delicious!
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