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Introduction

This is Innovative Language Learning.

Go to InnovativeLanguage.com/audiobooks to get the lesson notes for this course and sign
up for your FREE lifetime account.

The course consists of lessons centered on a practical, real-life conversation.

In each lesson, first, we'll introduce the background of the conversation.

Then, you'll hear the conversation two times:

One time at natural native speed and one time with the English translation.

After the conversation, you'll learn carefully selected vocabulary and key grammar concepts.
Next, you'll hear the conversation 1 time at natural native speed at the end of the lesson.

Finally, practice what you have learned with the review track. Repeat the words and phrases
you hear in the review track aloud to practice pronunciation and reinforce what you have
learned.

Before starting the lessons, go to InnovativeLanguage.com/audiobooks to get the lesson
notes for this course and sign up for your FREE lifetime account.
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Simplified Chinese

o= =

RS o

PREE, R4 2452
e Tk

T EANT7 .

Traditional Chinese

o= =

PREF o

PREF, PRIUATEEA 72
MR

T E A J5

Pinyin

o= =

Nihdo.

Nihdo, ni jido shénme mingzi?
W6 jido Zhang Lin.

W6 jido Wang Xidofang.

English

o= =

Hello.

Hello, what’s your name?
I’m Zhang Lin.

I’m Wang Xiaofang.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
MR R nihdo hello
R PR ni you
ny ny jido to call
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4 A shénme what
4 4,5 mingzi name
*® & wo I, me

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

PRGF, TR EH 5 Nihdo, wd jido Wang Guéyi. Hello, I'm Wang Guoyi.

SR 2 Shi ni ma? Is it you?

PR A2 Ni shuo shénme? What did you say?

oSO 44 W6 wangji tdde mingzi. I forget his name.

R AR . W de péngyou hén shudi. My friend is really
handsome.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is Pronouns in Chinese
TR

“I’m Zhang Lin.”

Here is a listing of pronouns in Chinese:

Chinese "English”
T T o
(wd)

Al “we, us”
(wémen)

(s “you” -
(n1) informal
HRAT] "you” —
(nimen) plural

1 "you” -
(nin) formal

ik, "he, him”
(ta)

AT ”they, them”
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(tamen)
i ”she, her”
(ta)
ATl ”they, them”
(tamen)
= oG
(ta)

What Is Your Name?

In Chinese, as we heard in this lesson’s dialogue, one way of asking a person
their name is:

PRIYF2 %52
Ni jido shénme mingzi?
"What is your name” (literally: “You called what name?”)

The question word “what” in Chinese is 44 (shénme).

Cultural Insight

Chinese Names

Chinese names are given surname first, and then given name. Generally, Chinese
names are made up of two or three characters total (including the surname, which
is generally just a single character). We see a couple examples of names in this
lesson’ s dialogue.

For Example:

1. Rk
Zhang Lin
(surname here is &, given name is #K)
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FANTF
Wang Xidofdng
(surname here is F, given name is /NJ5)

Chinese names are full of meaning and not all characters are suitable for a
name. It is best to not attempt to choose one’s own name in Chinese. Enlist the
help of a Chinese friend so you don’t end up with a name that will cause some
raised eyebrows and snickers.
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Simplified Chinese

o= =

k5553, AL
waf, +)\Uc.
I, U !

N

Traditional Chinese

o= =

s 5, HEL
&waf, )\t
IEE, TR !

+ )\ Bl ES !

Pinyin

o= =

Fiwlyudn, mdidan!
Ninhdo, shiba yudn.
Wa, zhén pidnyi!
Shiba kuai !

English

o= =

Waiter, the bill!
Hello. Eighteen RMB.
Wow, so cheap!
Eighteen RMB!

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
Jis & k% & fuwlyudn waiter
S =i mdidan to bring the check
(at a restaurant)
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SIAN + )\ shiba eighteen
JG JG yudn main denomination of
the RMB
155 1EE wa Wow
H H zhén really
(FEN (CES pidnyi inexpensive
e B kuai (measure word for
money)
57 3 qidn money
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
MRSy, EHL Fiwlyudn, mdidan! Waiter, the bill!

TINEAKE?
A e

ik, S AL
AR SR

FNAAw o

XA T H R,
1654k .

Shibéd zé&nmeydang?

Yigong érshi yudn.

Wa, hdo dud shiqing a.

Jintian zhén ré.

Pidnyi yididnr, kéyi ma?

Zhé tido qunzi yI bdi kudi

gidn.

Shi 1it kudi qidn.

Grammar Points

What about eighteen kuai?
All together, it’s twenty
RMB.

Wow, so many things!

It’s really hot today.

Can (you) make it a little
cheaper?

This skirt is one hundred
RMB.

Sixteen Renminbi.

The Focus of This Lesson Is Money Words

+ )\ P
"Eighteen RMB!”

There are a few different ways to refer to the Chinese Renminbi in everyday

speech.

1. 187G (yudn) (more formal)
188u4% (kuai qidn)

OR, for short:
3. 18Hk (kuai)
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H + (adjective)

T EE! zhén pidnyi! (“Really cheap!”)

There are a few ways to intensify adjectives in Chinese. One way is using EL + the
adjective, as we saw in this lesson dialogue. You can also use:

1. fREE
hén pidnyi
“very cheap”
2. AFHAEHE
féichdng pidnyi
“extremely cheap”

Measure Words

Measure words are a type of Chinese word we use to count or measure nouns. Most
nouns in Chinese have one or more measure words associated with them. Similar
nouns often use the same measure word. For example, zhi is the measure word for
most animals: nido (“bird”), gdéu (“dog”), and mao (“cat”) all use it.

English has some words, which are similar to Chinese measure words. For example,
you can’t say “a bread.” Instead, you say “a slice of bread.” The word “slice”
functions the same way as Chinese measure words. You always use these words when
you are enumerating an amount of something. We see an example of this in today’ s
dialogue where it talks about an amount of money.

For Example:

185 (18 kuai qidn)

The measure word for “money” is 3k (kudi), as we see here. You can think of it as
eighteen 'pieces’ of money.
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Cultural Insight

Chinese Restaurants

You may find the culture of a Chinese restaurant quite different from what you are
used to in your home country. Chinese restaurants are generally very noisy and
boisterous. The service is different as well. In most cases, you have to call out
to the waiter for service. So learn J{4%i1 (fuwilyudn), and be ready to call it out
over the din, or you may be waiting longer than you anticipate for the waiter to
appear.
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Simplified Chinese

Podcasts

o= =

PRAEHM A 2
XA, BITAM.
%, PRESNE N
BT A

Traditional Chinese

o= =

PRS2
B, BIEAM.
R, ARIESMEA L
BRI .

Pinyin

o= =

Ni shi waiguérén ma?
Duibuqi, wo tingbidong.
0, ni shi waiguérén!
W6 tingbudodng.

English

o= =

Are you a foreigner?

I’m sorry, I don’t understand.
Oh, you are a foreigner!

I don’ t understand.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
INEEDN CAINEEUN waiguérén foreigner
XA BIAE duibiiqi sorry
W AT AN ting bl doéng to not understand
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Ik I o oh
= 2 shi to be
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
e SULINEPNEZN Zhébian waiguérén dud. There are a lot of
foreigners here.
S, FRIRT:. Duibuqi, wd hén mdng. Sorry, I'm very busy.
PR RS BT AN Ni shué de hua wd I don’ t understand what you
tingbudodng. are saying.

MR, WATPETR] ! 0, méiydu xishdujian. Oh, there is no washroom!
KA. W shi Jiazhourén. I am from California.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson isWiAfE (I don’ t understand”)

FWr A,
W6 tingbudodng.
”1 don’ t understand”

W AN, tingbuddéng (“I don’ t understand”)

Verb complements like the one here are special structures in Chinese that we use
to indicate that it is or is not possible to reach a conclusion or result. To

break it down, Wi ANf# (tingbuddng) literally means “hear not understand.” You use
this phrase in particular when you don’ t understand something that has been said.

On the flip side, if you do understand, you can use this phrase to let them know:
Wr#31# (tingdeddng)

Cultural Insight
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Breaking the Stereotype Barrier

China’ s foreign population is growing at a rapid pace. Enticed by economic
opportunities, cultural, and travel opportunities, we find people from all over
the world within China’s borders. While this population is growing, it is still
miniscule compared to the size of the native Chinese population. Outside of large
urban centers such as Shanghai, and Beijing, the opportunity of seeing a foreign
face is scant. If you travel to smaller cities and villages, you will probably
draw stares from the locals. Don’t be offended. You now have tasted what it is
like to be a movie star, drawing attention wherever you go. In many cases, you may
be the first foreigner that a Chinese person has ever seen. If this is the case,
take advantage of the opportunity, and practice out your Chinese. The person may
be very bewildered since what they know about foreigners comes from mass media and
second hand stories. Take the chance to break stereotypes.
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Simplified Chinese

o= =

YET AL L2
BATHET .

BATHET 12

BEAT

Traditional Chinese

o= =

YT W 5L
BEATYET .

BEATYETE M2

?ﬁﬁ o

Pinyin

o= =

Xishdujian zdai ndr?
Méiydu xishoujian.
Méiydu xishdujian?
Méiyou.

English

o= =

Where is the bathroom?

We don’t have a bathroom.
You don’ t have a bathroom?
No, we don’t.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
VET8] VET-[H xishoéujidn bathroom
1@ @ zdai at
Wk J L B 5. ndr where
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AT | w’A | méiydu | to not have

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

YETAIAET Lo Xishdujian zdai nar. The washroom is there.
AAE 5 18 Ta zai houmian. He is in the back.
PRATTZ=WB )L 2 Nimen qu ndr? Where are you going?
BBATF A W6 méiydu kan guo ta. I haven’ t seen him before.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is %17 (“to not have”) and WFJL (“where”)

YET-IAAEWE L ?
Xishdujian zai ndr?
"Where is the bathroom?”

WAYET-H. , Méiydu xishdujian (“to not have”)

Literally, “to not have.” This is the negative form of the verb i (ydu), which
means “to have” when the subject is something that can have possession—people,
things, places, etc.

The negation of the verb fi (ydu) is always % (méiydu). It does not take A (bu
) in its negative form like most other verbs.

B )L, ndr (“"Where”)

VET-IRIZEWE JL? Xishdujian zai ndr? (“Where is the bathroom?”)
Unlike English, when asking the location of something, the “where” comes at the
end of the question in Chinese. The 7 (zai) is a preposition meaning “at” or

” . ”

1in.

There are two ways of saying “where” in Chinese, depending on the region the
speaker is from. One is as in our dialogue: MFJL (ndr). The other is WFH (ndli).
They are interchangeable.
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Cultural Insight

Chinese Bathroom Basics

Bathrooms in China have a reputation for being scary places, however in recent
years, bigger cities like Beijing and Shanghai have done a lot to build and clean
up public bathrooms. In many areas, you can find a clean public bathroom to use,
for a small token fee. As a tip, you may want to carry toilet paper with you at
all times, as many bathrooms are not equipped with toilet paper. With the rise of
fast food restaurants and coffee chains in China, you also can try these sorts of
places when you are in need of a bathroom.
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Simplified Chinese

Podcasts

o= =

Xﬁx@’ ‘U:—‘_Fc

Lk
kT
R R

Traditional Chinese

o= =

B, B,

2
T
R, HAE.

Pinyin

o= =

Duibuqi, rang yixid.
En?

Qing rang yixid.

0, duibugqi.

English

o= =

Excuse me, let me through.
Huh?

Please let me through.

Oh, sorry.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
XA BAR duibuqi Sorry, excuse me
ik—F i rang yixia let (me) through
Rl 5! en uh—huh, hmm, huh
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B
=

qing | please

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

SIAK, 15N AKIRPUEZEWE )L Duibuqi, qing wen Excuse me, can you tell me

? Changchéng Fandian zai ndr? where the Great Wall Hotel
is?

A, ik, Bilhdoyisi, rang yixid. Sorry, can you let me
through?

M2 W ? PREAAXIL?  En? Maike? Ni zénme zai  Huh? Mike? What are you

zheér? doing here?
W, AR, 5. 0, buhdoyisi, qingzuo. Oh, sorry! Please sit.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is Moderating Tone of Voice
L.

“"Please let me through.”

ik—"F (rang yixia)

Tacked onto the end of a verb, —F (yixid) softens the tone of a statement. It is
more polite. Some other commonly used expressions using — | (yixida) are:

1. H—F
kan yixia
"Have a look.”
2. Wr—F

ting yixida
"Have a listen.”

Cultural Insight
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Chinese Compactor

This dialogue will come in handy as you maneuver your way through the crowded
buses, subways, and streets of China. Many times in China, you may find yourself
waiting in a large jumble of people, instead of an orderly line. The rules of
engagement change from politeness to every man for themselves. Even if there is
one inch between you and the person in front of you, it is considered open space.
This is especially true while waiting in line at ticket counters and train
stations.
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Simplified Chinese

= 0 = W =

BAIALACHE AT, ARENTEAEE LI ?
ySb R
PRI LA — R g ?

Traditional Chinese

= 0 = W =

PR LACHE AR, ARENTEAEE 5L ?
ySb R
PRATEASRS— R ?

it

Pinyin

= 0 = W =

Women xidng qu B&ihdi Gongyudn, ni zhiddo zdi ndr ma?
Zhidao.

Ni kéyi xié yixid ma?

Ddangrdn.

Xiexie.

English

= 0 = W =

We want to go to Beihai Park; do you know where it is?
Yes.

Can you write it down?

0f course.

Thanks.
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Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
e A JbiE A Béihdi Gongyudn Beihai Park

B HHIE zhidao to know

1 1 zai at

Wk J L B 5. ndr where

n A Gt kéyi may, can

5 ! xié to write

—F — yixia a while

AR AR dangrdn of course, indeed

A A xidng would like, to want

% % qu to go

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
PRENTE B4 E? Ni zhiddo z&énme zdu ma? Do you know which way to
go?

fih A 5 T Ta zai houmian. He is in the back.
PRATTZ=W8 )L 2 Nimen qu ndr? Where are you going?
ARa] LAY RN TN o Ni kéyi jido wo Lili. You can call me Lili.
PREFARELSE Ni xié& zi hén pidoliang. You write so beautifully.
&N, Déng yixia. Wait a moment.
FRIREIHK ! W dangrdn xihuan! Of course I like it!
REEEHE. W xidng qu kan kan I want to have a look.
. W5 qu bingudn. I’m going to the hotel.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is Moderating Tone of Voice, 4 (“to desire”), and

Answering Yes/No Questions
PRA] DA — R ?

“Can you write it down?”

H—, xié yixia ("Write it down.”)
Tacked onto the end of a verb, —F (yixid) softens the tone of a statement. It is
more polite. Some other commonly used expressions using — | (yixida) are:
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1. H—F
kan yixia
"Have a look.”
2. Wr—F

ting yixida
"Have a listen.”

M, xidng ("Would like, to desire, to want”)

The verb A (xidng) has a few different meanings and usages. In this dialogue, it
is a modal verb that indicates the desire to do something.

For Example:

1. AT AR A . ..
Woémen xidng qu B&ihdi Gongyudn. . .
"We want to go to Beihai Park...”

When used in this context, we must follow A (xidng) with a verb, a clause, or a
sentence.

Answering a Yes/No Question

To answer in the affirmative, one simply repeats the main verb in the sentence.

For Example:

L URAELENE )L ?

Ni zhiddo zdi ndr ma?
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“"Do you know where it is?”
- HIHE.

Zhidao.

"Yes.”

To answer in the negative, one just adds the word A’ (bu) in front of the verb.
A (bu) is the word we use in Chinese to express the negative.

Please note that we often drop the subject in Chinese. No need to say, ”1 know.”
You can simply say “know.”

Cultural Insight

The Chinese Written Word

At times, even Chinese people need to see things written down (sometimes on paper,
or sometimes they will even trace a character out onto the palm of their hand)
because a lot of Chinese words are homophones—meaning they are different
characters, but have the same pronunciation. So sometimes, the best way to avoid
confusion is to have something written down. It can ward off a lot of confusion!
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Absolute Beginner S1
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Simplified Chinese

A K, 4.
B Z;:g’ ‘igil‘igil‘o
A K., AREFZ,
B TAE,
Traditional Chinese

A ®’, BE—E.
B Z_\Ag’ %ﬂl%ﬁc
A A, AREFIZ .
B BAE,

Pinyin
A L4ai, chdngyichdng.
B Bu ydo, xieéxie.
A L4i ba. Hén hdochi.
B W& bu ydo.

English
A Come, have a taste.
B I don’ t want any, thanks.
A Come on. It’s delicious.
B 1 don’ t want it.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
>k %k ldi to come
s (=1 chdng to taste
A AN bi (negative prefix)
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o Wi ydo to want
e e ba (particle; denotes
suggestion)
7 7! hén very
SR Uiz, hdochi delicious
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
IR N o Ta jintian wdnshang 14i. He is coming tonight.
SLSETEKAN Changchang zhége. Have a taste of this.
AN U W5 bl rénshi ta. I don’t know him.
fih TR 48 Ta yado y1 zhang zhi. He wants a piece of paper.
I, Fesmm, Hdo, wd didn ba. Okay, I’1l order.
A RIEHR IO Jintian wdn de hén kaixin. Today was great fun.
X TE SR LW Zhé dao cai hén hdo chi. This dish is very

delicious!

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is Reduplication of Verbs
2y

N N

chdngyichdang

“Come have a taste.

”

We use verb reduplication to deemphasize an action. It implies that the action is
only done slightly or only for a short period of time.

We can say monosyllabic verbs twice in a row or have an unstressed yi (-—) in
between. For example, kin (“to look”) becomes kén kan or kén yi kan (“to have a
look” or “to look a little bit”). Disyllabic verbs are repeated one after the
other without yi: rén shi (“to get to know”) becomes rén shi rén shi (“to get to
know a little”).

We can use verb reduplication in commands to make the request sound less harsh.

The structure is:
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(verb) + (verb)
or
(monosyllabic verb) + yi + (monosyllabic verb)

Modal Particle MY (ba) - Making a Suggestion

M (ba) is a modal particle with two main functions. The first is to make
suggestions.

For Example:

1. HEZm

jin qu ba

"Let’ s go inside.”
2. gy

L4i ba.

”Come on.”

We also use M. (ba) to seek agreement about one’ s conjectures. Ending a statement
with W% (ba) is similar to using a tag question in English (e.g., “Wouldn’t you
agree?” / "Don’ t you think so?” / "Right?” etc.).

Normally, we cannot use M! (ba) at the end of questions.

Forming the Negative — A (bi)

AN (b)) is an adverb we use to make verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs negative.
When A (b)) negates an adjective or adverb, it comes right before that word in the
sentence. However, when it modifies a verb, A (bl) comes before the whole phrase,
including prepositions and auxiliary verbs.

Language Tip — The A (bu) Tone Change Rule

When the character A (bll), which we pronounce in the fourth tone, precedes
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another character that is also fourth tone, the pronunciation of “4s(bi1) changes to
second tone (bui). So, as we saw in this lesson’s dialogue, A% (bl ydo) when
spoken, actually is pronounced as [bu ydo]. However, please note that the pinyin
tone marks do not change to reflect this pronunciation change. We still write it
in pinyin as (bl ydo).

Cultural Insight

Chinese Market Inflation

In Chinese markets, the sellers can be quite persistent. At times, you may have to
refuse numerous times and quite emphatically before they give up. It’s just a
different 'marketing’ style. Also, don’t forget to bargain on the price. The price
quoted to you can often be very overinflated as the seller is expecting that you
will attempt to ’talk price’ before agreeing on a final purchase price.
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Simplified Chinese

A W), MR L ?
B TERTIAT o
A oy ?
B AN,
Traditional Chinese
A R, HuSEAEE 2
B LER T -
A 1M 2
B AN .
Pinyin
A Qingweén, ditié zdai ndr?
B Z4ai qidnmidn.
A Yudn ma?
B Bu yudn.
English
A Excuse me, where is the subway?
B Up ahead.
A Is it far?
B Not far.
Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English

15 1] ] qing weén may 1 ask

gk Hh 85 ditie subway

1F 1 741 at
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HUTH B qidnmian in front
o §C33 yudn far

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

WA, PRAEMEE A ? Qing wén, ni shi ndli rén? May I ask where you are
from?

AAER 2, IR TJT M. Zud ditié qu, hén fangbian. Take the subway there: it’s
really convenient.

At AF S 1] o Ta zai houmian. He is in the back.

VRAE IR HT T o Ni zai wé de gidnmian. You re in front of me.

FoxR EIx AR, Wo jia 1i zheéli hén yudn. My house is very far from
here.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is Directional Phrases
FERTH -
"Up ahead.”

To tell someone the location of something, you can use the structure in this
lesson’ s dialogue.

For Example:

1. {ERTIH
z41 gidnmidn
“up ahead” (literally, “at in front”)

Use the preposition 7£ (zai), plus the location.

For Example:
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1. fEkih

zail zudbidn

“on the left side”
2. el

z41 youbidn

“on the right side”

W)L, ndar ("Where”)

1. AR )L ?
Ditié zai ndr?
"Where is the subway?”

Unlike English, when asking the location of something, the ’where’ comes at the
end of the question in Chinese. The 7F (zai) is a preposition meaning “at” or

Y ”

1n.

There are two ways of saying “where” in Chinese, depending on the region the
speaker is from. One is as in our dialogue: MFJL (ndr), the other is WFH (nali).
They are interchangeable.

Cultural Insight

Riding the subway is a convenient way to get around Beijing, Shanghai, and
Guangzhou. More cities in China are drawing up plans to build metro lines. Cities
such as Chengdu, and Zhengzhou are experiencing large amounts of infrastructure
upgrades. In Beijing, 800,000 trips are made everyday on Line 5 alone. Line 5
which opened in 2007 was planned to have 800, 000 passengers in 2032. Since more
and more cars are hitting the roads in China’s major cities, citizens are turning
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more to public transportation to beat the traffic jams. For only 2 RMB you can
travel as far as you want on the Beijing subway system. In Shanghai and Guangzhou
however the fee is based on how far you want to travel.
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Absolute Beginner S1
Getting Around in China: Does This Bus Go to...?

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin

English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

B W DN NN DN DN
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Simplified Chinese

o= =

B P U 2
AF. CHAER.
LR 24

Traditional Chinese

o= =

5O 2
A, LErE],
L b5
FiYLEE

Pinyin

o= =

Dado Ndnjing Lu ma?

Bu ddo. Qi 1lu ché dao.
Chépido dudshdo gidn?
Lidng kudi qgidn.

English

o= =

Does this go to Nanjing Road?

No, it doesn’t. Bus number seven goes there.

How much is the bus fare?
Two RMB.

Vocabulary

Simplified

Traditional

Pinyin

English

2

2

ddo

to arrive

B

B

Nénjing

Nanjing

%

e

1u

road
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+ + qi seven
% . che vehicle
TR i chépido bus ticket
e % /b dudshdo how much, how many
57 3 qidn money
M P lidng two
e B kuai (measure word for
money)
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
INSSUEESUEEE A/ Céng zhébian dao nabian yadoHow long does it take to go
dudjiu? from here to there?
N B AR )L 2 Fu Zhou LU zai ndr? Where is FuZhou Road?
AT AT LEDA. Women de gongsi ydu qi gé There are seven people in
Trén. our company.
PREFF 4N, 2 Ni hui kaiché ma? Do you know how to drive a
car?
L /DR Chépido dud shdo gqidn? How much is the bus fare?
XANE DR Zhége dudshdo gidn How much is this?
1634% . Shi 1iu kudi qidn. Sixteen Renminbi.
PSSR TR Lidng ge pinggud wi kudi Two apples are five yuan.

AT T .

gidn.
Zhé tido qunzi yiI bai kudai
gidn.

Grammar Points

This skirt is one hundred
RMB.

The Focus of This Lesson is Numbers

AR, LEEER,

"No, it doesn’t. Bus number seven goes there.

”

Numbers one through ten:

Number Chinese Pinyin
1 — v 1

2 — er

3 — Ssan
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4 | si
5) 1. wii
6 7N 1id
7 -+ of
8 J\ ba
9 L jil
10 - shi

%/, dudshao (“How much”)

% /b (duéshao) means “How much.”

When inquiring about an amount of money, we use the phrase %/D4%? (dudshdo qidn?
), literally, “How much money?”

Cultural Insight

Chinese Bus Technology

In bigger cities, buses tend to be quite modern and even have payment systems with
swipe cards or some other such technology to make bus taking simpler. However,
even in Shanghai, some routes have older buses, and feature a ticket taker who
will come around to all the passengers and collect your money and give you a
ticket; the fare depending on which stop you are getting off at. So memorize your
stop—the more modern buses generally will have a screen with the pinyin and
English name of the upcoming stop on it; or if that is not the case, hopefully
your helpful ticket lady or a fellow passenger will assist you in knowing where to
get off.
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Absolute Beginner S1
Getting Around in China: How Do I Get Home?

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin

English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

O1 W DN DN DN DN DN
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Simplified Chinese

A REARK?
B PRA] DA HH A ZE
A 1X ) LAT H 2R e 2
B MR AT ULz
Traditional Chinese

A KIEEEHIZK?
B fig ] DAB HH AL
A S 5T 57
B Hb S AT B

Pinyin
A W6 zénme hui jig?
B Ni ké&yi zud chuziche.
A Zhér yodu diti& zhan ma?
B Ditié zhan ydu didnr yudn.

English
A How do I get home?
B You can take a taxi.
A Is there a subway station around here?
B The subway station is a little far away.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
B4 B zénme how
[9] 7] hui to return
K XK jia home, family
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n A a A kéyi may, can
Ak A ZUuo to sit
HALZE AL chiziché taxi
X)L SR zheér here
il i you to have
ik Hh ditis subway
i ul zhan station
— L — 8L yididnr a little
oI pU:S yudn far

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

PSR AU Zhéngwén zénme shud ? How do you say it in
Chinese?

At 2 I e ke 2 Ta shénmeshihdu huilai? When does he come back?

PRI LS Nimen jia zhén pidoliang. Your home is very
beautiful.

ARa] LAY RN TN o Ni kéyi jido wo Lili. You can call me Lili.

FATAL AL ZEE Women zud chiiziché ba. Let’ s take a taxi.

AR Qingzud. Please sit.

MR LA HAHZE 2 Ndr ydu chiziiche? Where are there taxis?

B )L, Wd zhu zai zher. I live here.

X LA B e e, 2 Zhér you tushigudn ma? Is there a library around
here?

AR S, IRJTME. Zud ditié qu, hén fangbian. Take the subway there: it’s
really convenient.

X—uh A2 Zhé yi zhan shi shénme? What stop is this?

I S PE— R Lo Ta zhi hul shud yididnr. He can only speak a little.

PR BIX IR, W6 jia 1i zhéll hé&n yudn. My house is very far from
here.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is &4 (Z&nme) —"How”
BEAMEK?

"How do I get home?”
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%/ (Zénme) is a pronoun we use to ask how an action is done. It is equivalent to
“"how” or “how to” in English and is followed by a verb.
The sentence pattern we use for 764 (Z&énme) is:
(subject) + zénme + (verb phrase)

For Example:

1. REAMFZK?
WS z&nme hui jig?
"How do 1 get home?”

4 (Yéu) - To Express Existence

4 (Yéu) is a verb that we can use to indicate existence (like “there is” or
“there are” in English). Typically, a phrase indicating time or place will precede

1 (you).
(time / place) + ydu + (noun)
For Example:

1. X )LAT Hhgkah g 2
Zhér yodu diti& zhan ma?
”Is there a subway station here?”

4 (You) — To Express Extent

fi (You) is a verb that we can also use to specify the degree or extent of some
quality. £ (ydu) can combine with —j%JL (yi) didr before adjectives to mean
”somewhat [adjective]” or “a little bit [adjective].”

(subject) + ydu + (extent) + (adjective)
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For Example:

1. HURuAT L.
Ditié zhan ydu didnr yudn.
“"The subway station is a little far away.”

Cultural Insight

An Inexpensive Chinese Ride

Taxis are a relatively inexpensive way to get around in China in comparison with
taxi fares in other major cities of the world.
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Absolute Beginner S1
Getting Around China - I Want to Go Here!

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin

English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

O1 W DN DN DN DN DN
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Simplified Chinese

A PRAQ W)L ?

B B L AR

A 42

B FIX)Lo

A W, FRINTET . MERK. LK.

Traditional Chinese

A PRALL 8 5, 2

B AL AR

A FLER K 2

B Fig i

A e, FRENTET . MERK. LK.
Pinyin

A Ni xidng qu ndr?

B W6 xidng qi Hud4ihai Lu.

A Shénme 11?

B Kan zher.

A 0, wo zhidao le. Hudihdi Lu. Ho de.
English

A Where do you want to go?

B I want to go to Huaihai Road.

A What road?

B Look here.

A Oh, I know. Huaihai Road. Okay.
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Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
% FS qu to go
A A xidng would like, to want
Wk J L B B, ndr where
i % 1t road
4 LR shénme what
FH H kan to look
X)L B zhér here
HIE HIE zhidao to know
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
B /NI W qu gdngyudn. I’m going to the park.
BRMEEE. W xidng qu kan kan I want to have a look.
YRATTZ=WB L 2 Nimen qu ndr? Where are you going?
VGBS LEWR L 2 Hudi hdi 1o zai ndr? Where is Hu a Ha i Road?
PRULAT A WE? Ni shuoé shénme ne? What did you say?
WE, X)L HY, Ni kdn, zhér ydu yi zhi Look. There is a bird here.
nido.
X LA AN 2 Zhér ydu rén ma? Is there anyone here?
o AniE XA W6 zhidao zhé jian shi. I know about this.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is 4, xidng (“would like,

TAULENE B o

” ”

”1 want to go to Huaihai Road.”

to desire,” “to want”)

The verb A (xidng) has a few different meanings and usages. In this dialogue, it
is a modal verb that indicates the desire to do something.

For Example:

L FAZI 4

W6 xidng chi

midntido.
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”1 want to eat noodles.”

When used in this context, we must follow A (xidng) by a verb, a clause, or a
sentence.

WEJL, ndr ( “where”)

Unlike English, when asking the location of something, the “where” comes at the
end of the question in Chinese.

For Example:

1. ARARLWE)L?
Ni xidng qu ndr?
"Where do you want to go?”

There are two ways of saying “where” in Chinese, depending on the region the
speaker is from. One is as in our dialogue: WE)L (ndr); the other is WFH (ndli).
They are interchangeable.

Using the Question Word f}4, shénme (“what”)

When forming a question with the word “what” in Chinese, generally the “what”
comes at the end of the sentence, not at the beginning like it would in English.
In Chinese, the order is like this: ”“You would like to eat what?”

For Example:

1. Az 47
Ni xidng chi shénme?
"What do you want to eat?”

However, as in the case of this lesson’s dialogue, fI4 (Shén me) can also come
before a noun to mean “what (noun).”
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For Example:

1. flai?
Shénme 109
"What road?”

Cultural Insight

Chinese Taxi Preparation

If you are a new Chinese learner, having your destination written down on a piece
of paper for the taxi drivers’ reference can be of great help when taking taxis.
In general, Chinese cities are immense in size and complexity, and a lot of
streets have very similar sounding names. Therefore, your best bet is to come
prepared. The taxi driver will likely thank you for it, and you will avoid
confusion and getting the run around!
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Absolute Beginner S1

Meeting in China - Where are You From?

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin

English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

O1 W DN DN DN DN DN
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PN
BAREEEN. FRIE?
BEPTHEA.
Traditional Chinese
R SR N ?
BAEEBN. RIE?
BETHA.
Pinyin
Ni shi nd gué rén?
W6 shi M&igudérén. Ni ne?
Wo shi Zhonggudrén.
English
Which country are you from?
I am American. And you?
I am Chinese.
Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
& & shi to be
1) IR nd / néi which
5] | gué country, state
A A rén person
FKEAN S N Méiguérén American person
PRI YR e ni ne how about you
CUEIPN Hs A Zhonggudrén Chinese person




ChineseClass101.com

Learn Chinese with Podcasts

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

At 2= R BT EF. Ta shi wo gége. He is my older brother.

AR AR [ N2 ni shi nd gué rén ? Which country are you from?

XA A E K2 Zhé shi shénme guéjia? What country is this?

FEEIEH A W shi Béijing rén I am from Bei jing.

i S ES PN Ta shi Mé&iguérén. She is American.

sk R, PRUE? W6 jido Zhdang Fei, ni ne? I am called Zhang Fei; how
about you?

fATTER T E A . Tamen dou shi Zhongguérén. They are all Chinese
people.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is Expressing Ethnicity
R A2 6 N 2

"Which country are you from?

In Chinese, ethnicity/nationality expresses itself by simply adding the word A (
rén) onto the end of the name of the country you are from.

For Example:

FH, M&igué (“America”)
EE AN, Méiguérén (“American person”)
&, Zhonggué (“China”)
FiE N, Zhongguérén (“Chinese person”)

W=

Likewise, to express what city, state, or province you are from, you can use the
same phrasing.

For Example:

L R

W6 shi Bé&ijingrén.
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“I’m from Beijing.”

Forming a Follow-Up Question

We use M8 (ne) to form a follow-up question. Meaning, we use it to ask the same
question as the one we previously asked, but about another subject or object. So,
as is the case in our dialogue:

FRREEAN. 1RE?
W6 shi M&iguérén. Ni ne?
”1 am American. And you?”

Basic Word Order

We see a very basic sentence structure that Chinese often uses, as in the
sentence:

TRAEEAN.

W6 shi M&igudrén.

” . ”
I am American.

The word order here is ’subject + verb + object.’

“Which,” Hf (nd/n&1i)

To ask a person which country they are from, we use the question word Mf (nd).
Simply put, the “which” in front of the word for ”“country + person,” which gives
you, “Which country are you from?”

For Example:

PR R R A 2

Ni shi nd gué rén?

Which is literally, “You are which country person?”
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Please note that we sometimes pronounce the character for “which” (MF) as [n&il.
Both pronunciations are correct, it’s just a matter of personal preference as to
which one the speaker uses. The meaning is the same.

Cultural Insight

Are People in China Staring at You?

People in China are in general, very curious about foreigners, so expect to get
many stares and lots of practice using this lesson!
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Absolute Beginner S1

Getting Around - Asking Directions in China

Simplified

Traditional
Pinyin
English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
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Simplified Chinese

o= =

EREIVEAE?
HiE, WIElike.
L, HAE, Rk
FEARIIATIL o

Traditional Chinese

o= =

EREIMEEE?
B, R,
gy, EAE, A,
FEARIRI AT 35 o

Pinyin

o= =

Qu Tignanmén zé&nme zdu?

Zhi zdéu, rdnhou zudzhudn.

H&o de, zhi zdu, rdnhdou zudzhudn.
Z4i ni de youbian.

English

o= =

How do I get to Tiananmen Square?
Go straight, then turn left.

Okay, go straight, then turn left.
It will be on your right.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
K] K Tian’ Gnmén Tian’ anmen
B4 15975 z&nme how
& & zdu to walk, to go
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H H zhi straight
KRG 1% rdnhou and then, next
i A zud left
H [ zhudn to turn
A 4 you right
yEpul yspul youbian on the right
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
HRICEAUL? Zhongwén z&nme shud ? How do you say it in
Chinese?
BATEM, Women zdu ba. Let’ s go.
—HE, Yizhi zdu. Keep going straight.
M T, BIBER|T Bié ti le, wd you chidao Don’ t mention it; I was
le. late again.
BRAEACTL W6 jia zai zudbian. My house is on the left.
X BB Zhéli yao you zhudn. Turn right here.
SEA TS Kao youbidan ting. Stop on the right.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is Possessive Pronouns and Direction Words

HE, WAL

“"Go straight, then turn left.”

Mandarin doesn’ t have possessive pronouns. We convey the meaning of a possessive
pronoun with ~pronoun’ + [ (de).

For Example:

HIY (wo de)
YRIK] (ni de)
by (ta de)
Wi (ta de)

0N =
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AR (women de)
- 411 (nimen de)

Direction Words

To convey “on your X side,” you use the following pattern as heard in this
lesson’ s dialogue.

For Example:

1. LERINATIL.
Z4i ni de youbian.
“On your right side.”
2. FEURINZCH
Z4ai ni de zudbian.
“0On your left side.”
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Absolute Beginner S1
Buying - This and That in China

Simplified

Traditional
Pinyin
English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points




ChineseClass101.com

Learn Chinese with Podcasts

Simplified Chinese

A XN L /DR ?

B + k.

A FBANE 2

B TR

A U, BFIXAS.

Traditional Chinese

A Bz /b7

B + T

A FBAE e 2

B IR

A iF, RV,
Pinyin

A Zhége dudshdo qidn?

B Shiwd kuai.

A Nage ne?

B Shi jit kudi.

A Hdo, wd mdi zhége.
English

A How much is this one?

B Eighteen RMB.

A What about that one?

B Nineteen RMB.

A Okay, I’ 1l buy this one.
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Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
X =l zhe this
Bl Bl na that
2 1] ge (measure word)
% /b EZ dudshdo how much, how many
57 3 qidn money
+h + shiwi fifteen (15)
+JL +Ju shi jid nineteen (19)
B e kuai (measure word for
money)
e e ne (follow—up question
particle)
D =i md i to buy
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
SLSETEKAN Chdangchang zhége. Have a taste of this.
MIAT A2 Na shi shénme? What is that?
BN ZT W you si gé haizi. I have four children.
XANE /DR Zhége dudoshdo qidn How much is this?

1634% . Shi liu kudai qidn. Sixteen Renminbi.

+hHBEARE? Shiwll kudi z&nmeydang? What about fifteen kuai?

XM T APk, Zhé tido qunzi yi bdi kuai This skirt is one hundred
gidn. RMB.

=R ESE . H AR ? Ta xi huan zhong gué cai. She likes Chinese food.
Ri bén cdi ne? What about Japanese food?

REEEAN. RIB? W6 shi m&iguérén. Ni ne? I'm an American. And you?

REILIRAL . W3 ydo mdi na bén sha. I want to buy that book.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is X, zhé/zhéi (“this”) and JF, na/néi (“that”)
XA DER?

“How much is this one?”
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1. XANEDE?
Zhége dudshdo qidn?
“"How much is this one?”
2. AW ?
Nage ne?
"What about that one?”

X (zheé/zheéi) and I (na/néi) are pronouns that function like the English words
“this” and “that” respectively. In order to connect X (zhé/zhéi) and F (na/néi)
to nouns, you need a measure word before the noun, as in the above examples from
the dialogue (XA~ / FBA - zhége / nage).

The structure is:
iX (zheéi) / B (neéi) + (measure word)
X (zhei) / I (nei) + (numeral, if applicable) + (measure word)

Numbers 11 to 20

11 +— (shiyi)

12 +— (shi’ ér)

13 -}+= (shisan)

14 +PU (shisi)

15 7. (shiwi)

16 +75 (shilin)

17 -+t (shiqi)
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18 1)\ (shiba)
19 +J1 (shijit)
20 —1 (ershi)

M2 (ne) — Forming a Follow—up Question

1. REANEE?
Zhége dudshdo qidn?)
“"How much is this one?”
2. AW
Nage ne?
"What about that one?”

We use M8 (ne) to form a follow-up question. Meaning, we use it to ask the same
question as the one previously asked, but about another subject or object.
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Absolute Beginner S1

Buying - Get a Better Price in China!

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin

English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

O1 W DN DN DN DN DN
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Simplified Chinese

A ZHPR? Kar T
B Aot
A B — sl LT
B THEAFE?
A LI
Traditional Chinese

A “HuiER? KR T
B Ao
A {5 B — & e
B TUEER?
A LRI

Pinyin
A Ershi kuai ? Tai guil le!
B Bu gui.
A Pidnyi yididnr ba.
B Shi kudi zé&nmeyang?
A Hdo de.

English
A Twenty RMB? That’s too expensive!
B I1t’ s not expensive.
A Could you make it a little cheaper?
B How about ten RMB?
A Okay.
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Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
-t -+ érshi twenty (20)
e e kuai (measure word for
money)
57 23 gidn money
K N tai too
i B gul expensive
T T le (particle)
A AN b (negative prefix)
fH'E (CNES pidnyi inexpensive
— L — 8L yididnr a little
Tk 1Tk ba (particle; denotes
suggestion)
+ + shi ten (10)
BAarE TE R zénmeyang how about it
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
A sk, Nage érshi kuai gidn. That one is twenty kuai.
XM T APk, 7Zhé tido qunzi yi bdi kudi This skirt is one hundred
gidn. RMB.
16348k . Shi 1iu kudi qidn. Sixteen Renminbi.
KET! Tai léng le! (It’s) too cold!
WEHR Bt Qiché dou hén gui. Cars are all expensive.
AN . Wo bl rénshi ta. I don’ t know him.

R 5L
bf, B,
T
BRRAEAFE?

Pidnyi yididnr, kéyi ma?

Ta zhi huil shuo yididnr.
H&o, wd didn ba.

Shi kudi qidn.

Jintian tidnqi zé&énmeydng?

Grammar Points

Can (you) make it a little
cheaper?

He can only speak a little.
Okay, 1’11 order.

Ten yuan.

How is the weather today?

The Focus of This Lesson is Adding Emphasis — K. o »

X HT!

T (tai... le)
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Tai gui le!
” . ”
Too expensive!

We use the pattern X... T to add emphasis. The adjective that is placed between
the X (tai) and the T (le) is what is being emphasized. In the example from this
lesson’ s dialogue, the person feels the price is “too expensive” or ”so
expensive,” and therefore uses this expression. Other commonly used X... T
expressions that you will hear a lot are:

1. KT
tai hdo le
"Great!”
AN

tdi wdn le
"Too late”

(adjective) + —piJL. (yididnr)

(= =YIN
Pidnyi yididnr
"a little cheaper”

We use —JL (yididnr), or just fJL or i to soften the tone or say “a little”
or “a bit.” The pattern is:

Adjective + —xiJL (yididnr). Please note that sometimes we shorten —iJL (
yididnr) to s%JL (didnr) or even just ;i (didn).

Making a Suggestion — W (ba)

' E— mU LI,
Pidnyi yididnr ba.
“Could you make it a little cheaper?”

NE (Ba) is a modal particle we use at the end of a sentence to turn a statement
into a suggestion. It also softens the tone.
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For Example:

1. gk
jinqu ba
"Go in”

2. &
zdu ba

I/Let’ S gol/

Cultural Insight

Chinese Hagglers

Rarely is the price on the price tag the price paid for an item in China. Haggling
over prices is expected. Depending on the outlet, you can get anywhere from ten to
ninety percent off the quoted price. So learn from the locals, and sharpen up your
bargaining skills so you don’ t end up being ripped off.
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Absolute Beginner S1
Buying - Finding a Phone Card in China

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin

English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

B W DN NN DN DN
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Simplified Chinese

A BAEWE LT DA g R ?

B LEAEFE

A XIAHE, TWTATE.

B INF G . AEARIAL

Traditional Chinese

A AW T L E R R ?

B LEAEFIE

A BIAE, REEAT,

B AINBE . AETRE.
Pinyin

A W6 zdi ndr ké&yl mdi didnhud kg?

B Z&ai biénli dian.

A Duibuqi, wd ting bl ddng.

B Xido shangdidn. Zai nabian.
English

A Where can I buy a telephone card?

B At a convenience store.

A Sorry, I don’t understand.

B A small shop. Over there.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
> n] LA kéyi may, can
Y H mdi to buy
CENES RS didanhudkd telephone card
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IS IS bianlidién convenience store
XA B duibiigi sorry
Wr AN PAHE ting blu ddng to not understand
2 N xido little, small
R s s shangdian shop/store
i iSvl Filige ] nabian over there
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
ARa] LAY RN TN o Ni kéyi jido wo Lili. You can call me Lili.
REILIEAL . W3 ydo mdi na bén sha. I want to buy that book.
VRAT HL 15 0 2 Ni ydu dianhuda kd ma? Do you have a telephone
card?
FAGR)E SR LS . Qu bianli dian mdi jit hdo. Just go to a convenience

XA, BAR
R PR T AN

RKIAT— AN
AR BRIEAT— ALK

ML RIRIAEL A?

Store to buy it.

Duibuqi, wd hén mdng. Sorry, I'm very busy.
Ni shuo dehuda wo I don’ t understand what you
tingbuddng. are saying.

Zhér ydu y1 ge xidomaibu. There is a small shop here.
Ta jia fujin ydu yiI jian da There is a large store near

shangdian. his home.
Céng zhébian ddo nabian ydoHow long does it take to go
dudjiu? from here to there?

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is FAEWFJLAIPL. .. W6 zai ndr kéyi... (“Where can I ...”)

FAENE L] LUK LG R ?

W6 zdai ndr kéyi mdi didanhud kd?
"Where can 1 buy a telephone card?”

Notice the word order in the above sentence structure:

Subject + location +

(whatever it is that you want to do/find)

So, for example, if you are dying for a coffee, you could use this sentence
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structure to find one:

1. FRAEWR)Lw] DA w2
W6 zdai ndr kéyi he kafei?
"Where can I drink some coffee?”

Or, if you need to buy some English books, you could ask:

1. AW )L DAL S 452
W6 zdai ndr kéyi mdi yingwén sha?
“Where can I buy English books?”

Cultural Insight

The Convenience of Convenience Stores

Convenience stores in China are plentiful, and though often small in size, stock
an enormous variety of goods. If there is something you need, try a convenience
store. From packaged chicken feet for a snack, to umbrellas, to underwear, you
have a good chance of finding what you need.



ChineseClass101.com

Learn Chinese with Podcasts

Absolute Beginner S1
Buying - By Train or by Plane in China?

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin

English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

B W DN NN DN DN
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Simplified Chinese

o= =

BEE I

B ALK
PRAT PAAE K230 35

Tz EAK?
R AT ELAE KRB AR KL

Traditional Chinese

o= =

£ | A

BB R KLY
PRI PAAE K

Pinyin

PRI LA K HEml o AR TR o

o= =

W6 yao qu Béijing. WO yinggdi zénme qu?
Ni ké&yi zud hudché hudzh& zud féiji.

W6 z&nme mdi hudcheé pido?
Ni ké&yi zai hudché zhan mdi.

English

o= =

I have to go to Beijing. How should I get there?
You can take a train or you can take a plane.

How do I buy a train ticket?

You can buy it at the train station.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
Ui D yao to be going to, have
to
% % qu to go
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Jbxt Jeat B&i jing Beijing
INAZ JER% yinggdi should
B4 15975 z&nme how
A 1] PA kéyi may, can
Ak AR Zud to sit
K7 KHL hudche train
%A Ei%a huozhé or
KL Tk feiji airplane
= = pido ticket
K2k K EHLM hudchézhan train station

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

IR BATTEE LM o

Mingtian wémen ydo qi
Hangzhou.

Tomorrow, we are going to
Hangzhou.

B /NI W qi gdngyudn. I’m going to the park.

AT RN ZAAK R Women mingtidn yinggdi We should rest tomorrow.
xioxi.

RSCE AU Zhéngwén zénme shud ? How do you say it in

Chinese?

HRA] AN FR N N o Ni kéyi jido wd Lili. You can call me Lili.

FATTAL AL ZE T Women zud chiiziiché ba. Let’ s take a taxi.

T AR Qingzuod. Please sit.

KALBKAEL0 Bl Ko Feiji jiang zai shi The airplane will take off
fenzhong hou qiféi. in ten minutes.

R W6 yao yi zhang pido. I want one ticket.

HH R IRATTAE K G W . Mingtian wdmen zai Tomorrow we will meet at

hudchézhan jian. the train station.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is Saying “1 Have to Do [Something]” - % (Y&o)
S

W6 yado qu Béijing.

”1 have to go to Beijing.”

Yado is an auxiliary verb that you can use to talk about what one will do, or what
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one is obliged to do, in the future. The pattern is:
(subject) + # (yao) + (verb)

o, huozhé (“Or”)

1. R0 DLAR K ZEBl 4 AL KA
(NI k&yi zud hudché huozhé zuo feiji.)
“You can take a train or you can take a plane.”

at# (hudzhé) is a conjunction we use to show two alternatives. It’s similar to
the English conjunction “or,” but we use #¢{# (hudzh&) to connect verb phrases,
not noun phrases. Also, B¢# (huozh&) is primarily used in statements (for “or”
questions, see s (hdi shi) — in our next lesson: Absolute Beginner Lesson 25).

Cultural Insight

All Aboard!

Trains in China are a relatively comfortable way to travel. You can choose your
level of luxury as well, anywhere from ’hard seats’ to ’soft sleepers.’ The train
is quite a social environment and a great way to practice Chinese and interact
with locals.

Domestic flights in China are relatively inexpensive and convenient. Tickets are
easy to purchase, either online or with a local travel agent.
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Absolute Beginner S1
Buying - Getting a Train Ticket in China

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin

English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

O1 W DN DN DN DN DN
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Simplified Chinese

A FE—RBIE I
B NN
A Xﬂ’c
B PREE EA1L R, RAR3 A, J2me BT R ?
A (P=Yi

Traditional Chinese
A BERAE .
B ARG ?
A %to
B PREE FA-11EG), RA3ENHY, EA2me FTER?
A TEG .

Pinyin
A W6 yao yi1 zhang ddo Béijing de pido.
B Jintian de ma?
A Dui.
B Ni ydo shangwli shiyi didn de, xidwil san didn de, hdishi
wdnshang qi didn de?
A Q1 didn de.
English

A I want one ticket to Beijing.
B For today?
A Yes.
B Do you want the one at eleven o’ clock in the morning,

three o’ clock in the afternoon, or seven o’ clock in the
evening?
The seven o’ clock one.
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Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English

o Wi ydo to want

7K K zhdng (measure word)

K Edl dao to
Ikt Jbt B&ijing Beijing

I 4] de possessive particle

= L pido ticket
A A jintian today
k4 4 shangwii morning
R - xiawl afternoon
[/ [/ wdnshang evening
iy 18 /% hdishi or

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

fih BE—K 4L, Ta yao yi zhang zhi. He wants a piece of paper.
IR, Geéi wo y1 zhdang zhi. Give me a piece of paper.
N AP HE: | PAG Céng zdoshang liu didn ddo From 6:00 to 8:00 in the
ba dign. morning.
L2 Shénme xidanr de? What filling is it?
R Wo yao yi zhang pido. I want one ticket.
AR AR, Jintian shi xingqisi. Today is Thursday.
FEREIRL, TA0AE P Shangwil tidngi hén hdo, In the morning, the weather
0 xiawll kénéng xiayi. will be good; in the
afternoon, it might rain.
KA HR, U Ge wei chéngke xiawll hdo. All passengers, good
afternoon.
BATAS R ELFHE. Women jintidn wdnshang qu Tonight we are going to see
kan dianying. a movie.
REFEE AL ZINERN? Ni shi M&igué rén hdishi  Are you American or
Jia’ nada rén? Canadian?

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is “To Want,” “To Desire Something” — % (ydo) + Noun

BE IR BRI
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W6 yao yi1 zhang dao Béijing de pido.
”1 want one ticket to Beijing.”

We use Z (yado) in this context: Z (ydo) + noun, to express “to want” or “to
desire” something.

The Particle [f] (de)

The particle [f] (de) is a subordinating particle. It is used to make the object
which follows it subordinate to the object or idea which precedes it. This is why
many people refer to it as a possessive particle. As we can see in this lesson
though, the concept of subordination is much more powerful than just signaling
that one object belongs to someone or something. As you can see from these sample
sentences, [f] is useful in describing the properties of objects in casual speech.
Using it also allows us to omit the following noun, as long as the meaning is
clear from context.

1. REE?
Jintian de ma?
“The one for today?”

2. MREERFILAM, FA3RUR, B2AM E7H?
Ni ydo shéangwl shiyi didn de, xidwill san didn de, hdi shi wdnshang qiI didn de?
Do you want the 11:00 in the morning one, the 3:00 in the afternoon one, or
the 7:00 in the evening one?”

Stating the Time with the Time of Day

Lo ARE R, N3, Mt b7 R ?
Ni ydo shangwl shiyi didn de, xidwill san didn de, hdi shi wdnshang qiI didn de?
“"Do you want the one at 11:00 in the morning, 3:00 in the afternoon, or 7:00
in the evening?”
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When stating the time of day along with the time in Chinese, the time of day comes
before the time itself. This is the opposite of conventional word order in
English.

| R S YAV

shangwli ba didn

“eight o’ clock in the morning”
2. MW EJLR

wdnshang jil didn

“nine o’ clock in the evening”

Cultural Insight

The Chinese rail network is built around a backbone of core lines that connect
first—tier cities like Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen. Express trains travel these
routes without stopping, while non—express trains stop briefly along the route to
let passengers board and disembark at intermediary stations. If you are travelling
between large cities we recommend avoiding the non—express trains as the stopovers
can add hours to the length of a trip. This is one reason many short trips in
smaller provinces often take as long or longer than long—hauls.

There are a few interesting consequences of this arrangement most old China hands
take into account when travelling. The first is that train schedules are biased
towards the convenience of travellers in major cities. If you’ re travelling out of
Beijing or Shanghai, you’ 11 find most long-distance trains leaving in the late
afternoon or evening and arriving in the early morning. In smaller cities, the
time your train arrives will depend on your distance from a major transit hub. If
you’ re travelling through the heartland you may find yourself getting on and off
trains in the middle of the night. This can make travel in smaller towns quite
unpredictable.

This dynamic also affects seat availability. Because local travel is served by
trains stopping on longer routes, a few seats are generally reserved each day for
sale in intermediary cities. This means that in times of short ticket availabiity
it is still usually possible to board trains that are technically sold out. That
said, one of the common forms of corruption in China is for these seats to be
scalped privately. While you can usually find tickets in major cities, it is a
good idea to buy a few days in advance if you are travelling to smaller towns and
cities.
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Absolute Beginner S1

Meeting - China Conversation

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin

English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

O1 W DN DN DN DN DN
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Podcasts

o= =

PR3 e 2
g‘xlﬂ )
PRI R e 2
XK.

Traditional Chinese

o= =

PR B 2
K

PREAH BN ?
B

Pinyin

o= =

Ni xihuan Zhonggué ma?
Xihuan.

Ni xihuan Zhonggué cai ma?
Y& xihuan.

English

o= =

Do you like China?

Yes, I like it.

Do you like Chinese food?
Yes, I like it too.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
®WKR =R x1huan to like
h [E 5 [ 3% Zhonggudcdi Chinese food
neh ey ma question marker
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1, ik yé also, too
Hh [ H [ Zhdnggud China

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

T =W E 5. Wd xihuan Zhonggudécai. I like Chinese food.

H [ SRR AR . Zhonggudé cai hén hdochi. Chinese food is delicious.

S I NLCY: Ni shi Jianddarén ma? Are you Canadian?

WHEH 4T . Kafei yé& hdo. Coffee is good too.

fth, H9 2 KT . Ta y& shi Aodaliya rén. He is also Australian.

PR 3ok [ g2 Ni qi guo Zhdonggud ma? Have you been to China
before?

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is Forming a Yes/No Question
PR3 S 2
Do you like Chinese food?”

When we add "% (ma) onto the end of a statement, it turns the statement into a
yes—no question.

For Example:

1 AR E A2
Ni shi Zhonggudérén ma?
“Are you Chinese?”

Answering a Yes/No Question

To answer in the affirmative, one simply repeats the main verb in the sentence.

For Example:

Ar PR [ 1 2
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=

: NI xihuan Zhonggué ma?
A: “Do you like China?”

oo

=N
: Xihuan.
B: 71 like it.”

oo

Forming the Negative — A (bi)

AN (b)) is an adverb we use to make verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs negative.
When A (bil) negates an adjective or adverb, it comes right before that word in the
sentence. However, when it modifies a verb, A (bl) comes before the whole phrase,
including prepositions and auxiliary verbs.

So, in this lesson’s dialogue, if we were to “not like” China or Chinese food, we
would say:

B: A=K,
B: Bu xihuan.
B: “T don’t like it.”

#H (y&)

B: =K,
B: Y& xihuan.
B: 1 like it too.

”

The adverb t (y&) means “too” or “also.” In Chinese, it comes after the subject
(if any), and before the verb. The . (y&) cannot come before the subject or at
the end of the sentence.

For Example:
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e IR 4.
Bé&ijing y& hén hdo.
“"Beijing is nice too.”

Cultural Insight

Gaining Favor in China

Chinese people love their food, and love to hear that foreigners like it too. So
if you would like to curry favor with your newfound friends in China, praise the
food. You are sure to get a lot of dinner invites this way, too!
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Absolute Beginner S1
Meeting - Studying Chinese

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin

English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight
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Simplified Chinese

A PRA&2E A ?
B o FREATP I, ARWE?
A TR
B PR AR 3!
Traditional Chinese
A PR A BRI ?
B ¥to TEBPIL, RWE?
A By AL
B PR AR 3!
Pinyin
A Ni shi xuésheng ma?
B Dui. WO xué Zhongwén. Ni ne?
A W6 shi ldoshi.
B Ni kéyi jidgo wd Zhongwén!
English
A Are you a student?
B Yes, I study Chinese. How about you?
A I am a teacher.
B You can teach me Chinese!

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
2R 2 xuésheng student
X Ea) dui correct, right
2 2 xué to study
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LiD'e H sz Zhdngwén Chinese (language)
2 Z i 1goshi teacher
T DA ] RA kéyi may, can
# # jidao to teach

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

Uh o K2R2RE Ta shi daxué xuésheng. She is a university
student.

xF, TAEFEEAN. Dui, wo shi M&igudrén. Yes, I am American.

PREE A A2 Ni zai xué shénme? What are you studying?

TAZET L, W5 bu xué Zhongwén. I don’ t study Chinese.

K2 IR . Zhang ldoshi hén mdng. Teacher Zhang is very busy.

ARA] DAY R M N o Ni kéyi jido wo Lili. You can call me Lili.

K, Wd jigo Zhongwén. I teach Chinese.

Grammar Points

The Focus of this Lesson is Speaking About One’s Profession
A2 o

”1 am a teacher.”

ez,
WS shi ldoshi.
”1 am a teacher.”

To tell someone what your profession is, you use this basic sentence
structure. Simply put together, ’subject + verb + object.’ Just like English, we
use the verb “to be” here.

Cultural Insight

The Importance of Chinese Teachers
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In the Chinese culture, Chinese revere their teachers. The classroom atmosphere is
one of respect, and students take studying very seriously. The classroom is solemn
and more formal than in the West, and strict order is enforced.

If you go to study Chinese in China, there are many opportunities to have free
practice. Many Chinese students learning English will be more than happy to
participate in a language exchange with you, wherein you let them practice their
English on you, and you too take a turn practicing Chinese with them. It’s a
budget—friendly alternative to hiring a tutor!
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Absolute Beginner S1

Meeting - Time for Class

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin
English

Vocabulary
Grammar Points
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Simplified Chinese

A JLRT?
B Jume
A e, FEL ERT,
B ..
Traditional Chinese

A A T 2
B JUE
A e, TEL EERT
B ﬁﬁc

Pinyin
A Ji didn le?
B Jiu didn.
A 0, wd yao qu shangke le.
B Zaijian.

English
A What time is it?
B Nine o’ clock.
A Oh, I have to go to class.
B See you.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
JLET BT jidian le what time is it
J= J= didn o clock
Ju JLu jiu nine
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Ik I o oh
Ui D yao to be going to, have

to

% PN qu to go

iR k& shangke to attend class
50 g zdijian goodbye
Vocabulary Sample Sentences

WAE) LT ? Xianzai ji didn le? What time is it now?

TH455. Xiawd si didn. Four o’ clock in the

EE I JUERRKIE.

R, BATYET I

IR BATTEE LB o

s /NP
PRILRE FR?

EJI_IL’ ﬁ%%ﬂ’f;j{o

lai Mé&igué.

0, méiyoéu xishdujian.
Mingtian wémen ydo qi

Hangzhou.
W6 qu gongyudn.

Ni ji didn ydo shangke?

Zaijian, wo hul xidng ni.

Ta baba yiI jil ba jil nidn

afternoon.
His dad came
1989.

Oh, there is
Tomorrow, we
Hangzhou.
I’m going to
What time do
to class?

Grammar Points

to America in

no washroom!
are going to

the park.
you have to go

Goodbye, I'11 miss you.

The Focus of This Lesson is Asking and Telling the Time.

JLRT?

"What time is it?”

To ask the time, you can use the phrase in this lesson’s dialogue:

JLRT?

Ji didn le?

"What time is it?”
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Here is some basic time—telling:

1. Jum.
Jid didn
"Nine o’ clock”
OR

2. Jumisp

Jiu didn zhong
“Nine o’ clock”

Either option is acceptable.

#i. .. ”To Have to Do Something”

e, TELERT,
0, wd yao qu shangke le.
”"0h, I have to go to class.”

The % (Yao), as used in this sentence pattern, is an auxiliary verb we use to
talk about what one will do or what one is obliged to do in the future.
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Absolute Beginner S1
Eating - What Do You Want to Eat?

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin

English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

B W DN NN DN DN




ChineseClass101.com

Learn Chinese with

Podcasts

Simplified Chinese

o= =

BT
PRAIZAT A2
BAZ I 5%
4f o

Traditional Chinese

o= =

TR T
PRAQIZ AT ER 2
BAUZ T % o
4t

Pinyin

o= =

Wo e le.

Ni xidng chi shénme?
W6 xidng chi midantido.
Hdo.

English

o= =

I’m hungry.

What do you want to eat?
I want to eat noodles.
Okay.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
Tk Tk e hungry
A A xidng would like, to want
Iz Wz chi to eat
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4 TR shénme what
IE:S THIE midntido noodle
I /g hdo good

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

BAE W5 bu eé. I’m not hungry.
REEEHR. W xidng qu kan kan I want to have a look.
LN/ /s Yao chi shénme? What do you want to eat?
PRyt A2 Ni shué shénme? What did you say?
XFBT IR 4. Zhé jia canting midntido The noodles at this

hén yduming. restaurant are very famous.
IR I Jiazhou hén hdo. California is very nice.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is, “Would Like, to Desire, to Want” — A (xidng)
PRAZAT 42

"What do you want to eat?”

The verb A (xidng) has a few different meanings and usages. In this dialogue, a
modal verb indicates the desire to do something.

AL 4% o
W6 xidng chi midntido.
”1 want to eat noodles.”

When used in this context, A (xidng) must be followed by a verb, a clause, or a
sentence.

Using the Question Word ’What’ - f}4 (shénme)

PRAQNZAT A2

Ni xidng chi shénme?



ChineseClass101.com

Learn Chinese with Podcasts

"What do you want to eat?”

When using the question word “what” in a sentence, the word order is different
than English. The “what” comes at the end, not at the beginning, as if it would in
English. In Chinese, the order is like this: “You would like to eat what?”

Cultural Insight

The Quickest Way to a Chinese Friend’ s Heart...

The Chinese love their food, and love to share a meal with friends. In China, if
someone invites you to a meal, it generally means that they are ’treating.’ The
quickest way to a Chinese friend’ s heart is to compliment the food. The Chinese
are passionate about their cuisine and love to introduce the famous foods of their
region to a foreign friend.
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Absolute Beginner S1

Eating - Get Me to a Restaurant!

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin

English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

B W DN NN DN DN
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Simplified Chinese

A AR, X ILATRER LG ?
B )L
A R
B Z;:g/::o
Traditional Chinese

A AN, I8 AT ARER S 2
B AR 5.
A R o
B AR o

Pinyin
A Bihdoyisi, zhér ydu fangudnr ma?
B Zai nar.
A Xieéxie ni.
B Bt keqi.

English
A Excuse me, is there a restaurant around here?
B Over there.
A Thank you.
B You’ re welcome.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
AN R AR buthdo yisi excuse me
X)L B zhér here
17 sl you to have
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RE L HRA 5 fangudnr restaurant
1 1 zai at
L B i, ndar there
PR HER xiéxie ni thank you
i AN, bu keqi you’ re welcome

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

A, W EUL— i, U Buhdoyisi, qing zai shud yiSorry, please say that
()

? bidn, hdo ma? again, okay?

TAIX Lo W zai zher. I’m here.

X JLAT B e e 2 Zhér ydéu tushigudn ma? Is there a library around

here?

XEPE R 4 Zhé jia fangudnr hén This restaurant is really
youming. famous.

fithAE S5 o Ta zai houmian. He is in the back.

YETTAIET Lo Xishdujian zdai nar. The washroom is there.

BRI AL o Xiexié ni de liwi. Thank you for your gift.

AKX, Bu keéqi. You’ re welcome.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is i ydu (“to express existence”)

RXJUATHRAR L ?

”1s there a restaurant around here?”

4 (Yéu) is a verb that we can use to indicate existence (like “there is” or
“there are” in English). Typically, a phrase indicating time or place will precede
you, as in our lesson dialogue:

X)L ) L 2
Zhér yoéu fangudnr ma?
”1s there a restaurant here?”

The pattern is:
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(time / place) + ydu + (noun)

“at, in” - & (zai)

ft (zai) is a preposition we use to identify the location where an action takes
place. In most cases, it precedes the verb phrase but follows after both the

subject and time phrases. The location follows directly after the prepositionft (
zai).

Cultural Insight

Never Far from a Place to Eat in China!

In China, you are never far from a restaurant. From large, posh restaurants to
side of the road stalls, delicious food is always around the corner. It’s always
good to ask a local’s opinion. Of course... they know where the good food is at!
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Absolute Beginner S1
Eating - Ordering Noodles

Simplified
Traditional
Pinyin

English
Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight
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Simplified Chinese

o= =

IR RAT A2
TR T 5%
PRATIHR I TH 451 2
Xt

Traditional Chinese

o= =

PREGATEE ?
A AR T e
ARA S e T A 2

Bis

E

Pinyin

o= =

Ni didn shénme?

Woémen xidng chi midantido.
Nimen dou chi midntido ma?
Dui.

English

o= =

What do you want to order?
We want to eat noodles.

You both are having noodles?

Yes.

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
J=! 2 didn to order (food)
e P dou all
A FAM wdmen we, us
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PRAT] PR nimen you (plural)

4 =S shénme what

A A xidng would like, to want

Iz Wz chi to eat

X Ea) dui correct, right

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

PRI TR S, Ni bang wo didn ba. You order for me.
FATTAR = XK At Women dou xihuan ta. We all like him.
BRATABIRLF . Women dou hén hdo. We are all very good.
PRATIR I 2 Nimen 14i guo ma? Have you been here before?
PR A2 Ni shuo shénme? What did you say?
BRMEEE. W6 xidng qu kan kan I want to have a look.
LN/ /s Yao chi shénme? What do you want to eat?
xF, TAEFEE AN, Dui, wo shi M&igudrén. Yes, I am American.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson is “All, Both” - #P (dou)
PRAT Iz T 45 e 2

”"You both are having noodles?”

#B (dou) is an adverb we use to express the concept “all,” or in the case of two
things, ”both,” regarding the subject or the topic.

The sentence pattern is:

(subject) + dou + (verb phrase)

Our lesson dialogue had an example of this kind of sentence:

PRATIH Iz THI 451 2
Nimen dou chi midntido ma?
”"You both are eating noodles?”
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Cultural Insight

Getting Their Attention in China!

To get a waiter/waitress’s attention in China, you may need to learn the phrase
R4 0h (fuwlyudn), which means “waiter.” Most times, to get service in a
restaurant, you will have to use this phrase to call the waiter over to your table
for service. Don’t be shy!
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o= =

LAY

W3, ARGz,
S
e AU

Traditional Chinese

o= =

g2

W, REZ.
S Ll
EEa A I

Pinyin

o= =

Hdochi ma?

En, hén hdochi.
W6 chi bdo le.

W6 y& chi bdo le.

English

o= =

Are they delicious?
Yes, very delicious.
I'm full.

I'm full too.

Vocabulary

Simplified

Traditional Pinyin

English

Ligl2

Ui, hdochi

delicious

R

] en

uh-huh, hmm, huh

1K

75! hén

very
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WY A chi bdo le full (of food)
1, 1, yé also, too
I /g hdo good

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

X TE AR L7 ! Zhé dao cai hén hdo chi. This dish is very
delicious!

W2 Wy ? REAHIXJL? En? Maike? Ni zénme zai  Huh? Mike? What are you
zhér? doing here?

A RIAFR T 0. Jintian wdn de hén kaixin. Today was great fun.

WNHEHLIf Kafei y& hdgo. Coffee is good too.

fth H9 2 BTN . Ta yé& shi Aodaliyd rén. He is also Australian.

IR 4 o Jiazhou hén hdo. California is very nice.

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson isth (yg&).

B R
“I’m full too.”

BT,
W6 y& chi bdo le.
“I’m full too.”

The adverb 4 (y&) means “too” or “also.” In Chinese, it comes after the subject
(if any), and before the verb. The i (y&) cannot come before the subject or at
the end of the sentence.

Another Example:

JEI AR LS
B&ijing y& hén hdo.
"Beijing is nice too.”
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Cultural Insight

Dishing it Out in China!

Chinese people love to feed their guests—it’s an important way of showing
hospitality in Chinese culture. As long as you keep eating, plan to see your plate
getting dished out with more food! Using Wzffi 7 (chi bdo le) is a good way to stem
the flow of food coming your way.
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Thank You!

Go to InnovativeLanguage.com/audiobooks to get the lesson notes for this course and sign
up for your FREE lifetime account.
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