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Grammar Points
This is Innovative Language Learning.

Go to InnovativeLanguage.com/audiobooks to get the lesson notes for this course
and sign up for your FREE lifetime account.

The course consists of lessons centered on a practical, real-life conversation.

In each lesson, first, we'll introduce the background of the conversation.

Then, you'll hear the conversation two times:

One time at natural native speed and one time with the English translation.

After the conversation, you'll learn carefully selected vocabulary and key
grammar concepts.

Next, you'll hear the conversation 1 time at natural native speed at the end of the
lesson.

Finally, practice what you have learned with the review track. Repeat the words
and phrases you hear in the review track aloud to practice pronunciation and
reinforce what you have learned.

Before starting the lessons, go to InnovativeLanguage.com/audiobooks to get the
lesson notes for this course and sign up for your FREE lifetime account.
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Beginner Lesson S2
Loosen the Russian Red Tape to Get Your Vacation Started!

1 Formal Russian 2
Formal

Romanization
2

English 2
Vocabulary 2

Grammar Points 4
Cultural Insight 5
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Zdravstvuyte, moya viza gotova?

Rabotnik
konsul'stva

Net, echshyo ne gotova. Prihodite zavtra.

Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Kak zavtra! U menya zavtra utrom samolyot!

English
Unlucky Kevin Hello, is my visa ready? Here's the receipt.
Consulate
officer

No, it isn't ready yet. Come tomorrow.

Unlucky Kevin What do you mean tomorrow? My plane is tomorrow
morning!

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

viza a visa
gotov (gotova, gotovo,

gotovy)
ready (masculine,

feminine, neuter, plural)
kvitantsiya a receipt
yeshchyo yet, still, else, also, more
prihodit' to come

LC: B_S2L1_030309         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-03
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samolyot a plane
Kak zavtra? What do you mean

'tomorrow?'

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"Have you got the visa yet?"
"How much is the visa?"
"Natasha is ready for the exam."
"Are you ready?"
"I'm not ready yet."
"Where's the last electricity receipt?"

Here's your receipt. (formal)
"I want some more tea."
"I can also play the guitar."
"She hasn't come yet."
"I don't know yet."
"Don't come here anymore."
"Come to see us!" (plural or formal)
"He often comes here."
"The plane has already left."
"The plane arrives at eight o'clock."
"Do you like flying (by plane)?"
"What do you mean 'late'? It's only nine
AM!"
"What do you mean 'tomorrow?' You
promised today!"
"Have you got the visa yet?"
"How much is the visa?"
"Natasha is ready for the exam."
"Are you ready?"
"I'm not ready yet."
"Where's the last electricity receipt?"

Here's your receipt. (formal)
"I want some more tea."
"I can also play the guitar."
"She hasn't come yet."

LC: B_S2L1_030309         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-03
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"I don't know yet."
"Don't come here anymore."
"Come to see us!" (plural or formal)
"He often comes here."
"The plane has already left."
"The plane arrives at eight o'clock."
"Do you like flying (by plane)?"
"What do you mean 'late'? It's only nine
AM!"
"What do you mean 'tomorrow?' You
promised today!"

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is Russian Short Adjectives

"Hello, is my visa ready?"

James asks, 
adjectives in Russian: full and short. Full adjectives are adjectives such as

For example:
Russian "English"

"a big house"
"a good hotel"
"beautiful girls"

Short adjectives are adjectives such as 
place them after the subject. They can't possibly go before a noun.

For example:
Russian "English"

. "This student is intelligent."
. "This girl is beautiful."

Short adjectives change depending on whether they refer to a masculine,

LC: B_S2L1_030309         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-03
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feminine, neuter, or plural noun or pronoun. We'll use 
examples:
Russian "English"

"He's ready."
"She's ready."
"The letter is ready."
"They are ready."

To sum up:

1. Masculine: 
2. Feminine: 
3. Neuter: 
4. Plural: 

Sample Sentences

  Russian "English"
"The soup is ready."
"Marina is very intelligent."
"These girls are beautiful."
"The coat is too big for me."

 

Cultural Insight
Russian Red Tape

Russia is famous for its red tape, even more so than Europe! If you have to deal
with Russian authorities, don't expect it to be quick and efficient. Bureaucratic
issues are extremely time-consuming and it's very likely you'll have to go back
countless times. Always check all the information in any official papers carefully.
Errors are very common, and they could cause problems for you later.
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Beginner Lesson S2
Russian Tour Guides May Lead You to Early Retirement!

2 Formal Russian 2
Formal

Romanization
2

English 2
Vocabulary 2

Grammar Points 3
Cultural Insight 5
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Registrator Smotrite! Na vashey sumke lopnula molniya! Nel'zya

sdavat' v bagazh otkrytuyu sumku.
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Chyort! Chto zhe mne teper' delat'?

English
Check-in
Assistant

Look! The zipper on your bag is broken! You can't
check-in an open bag.

Unlucky Kevin Oh no! What shall I do now?

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

smotret' to look, to watch
soomka a bag, a handbag
lopnut' to burst, to break
molniya to zip, a zipper
nel'zya you can't, you mustn't, it's

forbidden
sdavat' (sdat') v bagazh to check (baggage) in

otkrytyy open, opened
chyort oh no, gosh, shoot

(literally, devil)
teper' now

LC: B_S2L2_031009         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-10
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Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"I often watch TV in the evening."
"Don't look at me."
"I have a pen in my bag."
"The balloon has burst."
"The zipper is broken."
"Zip your jacket."
"You mustn't drink alcohol." (formal)
"You mustn't eat chocolate." (informal)
"It's forbidden to do so."
"Don't check-in this bag."
"We checked in the ski as luggage."
"Igor is an open person."
"He saw an open door."
"Oh no! I broke a cup!"
"What now?"
"Now we know what happened."
"I often watch TV in the evening."
"Don't look at me."
"I have a pen in my bag."
"The balloon has burst."
"The zipper is broken."
"Zip your jacket."
"You mustn't drink alcohol." (formal)
"You mustn't eat chocolate." (informal)
"It's forbidden to do so."
"Don't check-in this bag."
"We checked in the ski as luggage."
"Igor is an open person."
"He saw an open door."
"Oh no! I broke a cup!"
"What now?"
"Now we know what happened."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is Getting Their Attention! 

LC: B_S2L2_031009         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-10
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"Look! The zipper on your bag is broken!" 

The check-in assistant says, 
in Russian. For example, you can use it alone to attract someone's attention.

For Example:

1.
"Look! A bird!"

You can also use it to mean, "to look at something or somebody." In this case,
you need the preposition 

For Example:

1.
"Why are you looking at me?"

A third definition of 

For example: 

1.
"I'm watching TV."

Even though 
-
the present tense:
Russian "English"

"I look"
"you look" (informal)
"he/she" looks
"we look"
"you look" (formal or plural)

LC: B_S2L2_031009         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-10
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"they look"

Sample Sentences

  Russian "English"
"Look what a beautiful car!"
"Don't look at Ira like this!"
"We watch football on TV."
"What are you looking at?"
"Did you watch the film yesterday?"

 

Cultural Insight
Russian Swear Words

The Russian language probably has more swear words than any other language!
However, you should be very careful using them. For example, some people find
it very offensive if you use so-called "mat" (swear words belonging to a particular
group) in their presence. Here are some safe (though informal) expressions you
can use to express annoyance: 

-
-
-

 

Diamond Arm,
where smugglers used it as a password.
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Beginner Lesson S2
Look...or You May Lose More Than Your Russian Passport!

3 Formal Russian 2
Formal

Romanization
2

English 2
Vocabulary 3

Grammar Points 4
Cultural Insight 6
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Ya poteryal moy posadochnyy talon!

Predstavitel'
aviakompanii

Gde, vy dumayete, vy ego poteryali?

Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Ya byl v bare.

Predstavitel'
aviakompanii

Vy iskali tam?

Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Da, ya vernulsya tuda, no ya yego ne nashyol.

English
Unlucky Kevin I've lost my boarding pass!
Help Desk
Assistant

Where do you think you lost it?

Unlucky Kevin I was in a bar.
Help Desk
Assistant

Did you look for it there?

LC: B_S2L3_031709         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-17
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Unlucky Kevin Yes, I went back there but I didn't find it.

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

poteryat' to lose
posadochnyy talon a boarding pass

dumat' to think
bar a bar

iskat' to look for
vernut'sya to come back, to return

nayti to find

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"I've lost my voice."
"We've lost our dog."
"Last year, he lost his father."
"Can I see your passport and your
boarding pass, please?"
"Here's your boarding pass."
"What are you thinking about?"
"What time do you think he will arrive?"

"It's a very expensive bar."
"There were lots of people in the bar."
"I'm looking for a flat in Moscow."
"What are you looking for?"
"When we came back, we saw what
happened."
"Anya hasn't returned from school yet."
"What time will you come back?"
"Katya has found a solution."
"We found ten rubles."
"What did you find?"
"I've lost my voice."
"We've lost our dog."
"Last year, he lost his father."

LC: B_S2L3_031709         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-17
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"Can I see your passport and your
boarding pass, please?"
"Here's your boarding pass."
"What are you thinking about?"
"What time do you think he will arrive?"

"It's a very expensive bar."
"There were lots of people in the bar."
"I'm looking for a flat in Moscow."
"What are you looking for?"
"When we came back, we saw what
happened."
"Anya hasn't returned from school yet."
"What time will you come back?"
"Katya has found a solution."
"We found ten rubles."
"What did you find?"

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is 

"Did you look for it there?" 

The help desk assistant asks, 
sentence is, "Did you look for it there?" Kevin replies, 
English, "Yes, I went back there." As you can see, both 
into English as "there." Why do we use two different words in Russian then?

For Example: 

1.
"We are going to Moscow. We are going there."

2.
"We live in Moscow. We live there."

We use direction of movement ("to go there," "to fly

LC: B_S2L3_031709         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-17
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there," etc.). We usually use it with verbs of movement such as 

We use position. We can use
it with verbs such as 

In a nutshell:

1. to a place"
2. in a place"

The verb 
in the future, but not in the present. In the present tense, we use the verb

Sample sentences

Russian "English"
"Anya doesn't work there."
"We don't go there."
"Do you go there often?" (by car, etc.)
"Do you live there?"
"Don't go there."
"There are many people there."
"Sergey has found a pen."
"Marina has found a wallet."
"We didn't find anything."

            

 

LC: B_S2L3_031709         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-17

17



6

���������
	���
�
�������������� ��	���� �����! ��"
#�$


Cultural Insight
Why Don't They Smile in Russia?

You might have noticed that Russians, especially officials and people from the
older generation, don't often smile. It isn't because they're unhappy about the
economic situation or because they try to seem unfriendly; it's just a cultural
thing. Don't take it personally. Anyway, younger people tend to smile more
nowadays, so things are changing!
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Beginner Lesson S2
Where Did You Learn to Talk Like That...in Russia?

4 Formal Russian 2
Formal

Romanization
2

English 2
Vocabulary 2

Grammar Points 4
Cultural Insight 6
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Vot moy posadochnyy talon! Ya nashyol ego!

Dejurnyy po
posadke

Kuda vy letite?

Nevewuchiy
Kevin

V Mosckvu.

Dejurnyy po
posadke

K sojaleniyu, posadka na vash samolyot uje okonchena.
Sleduyuchshiy zavtra utrom.

English
Unlucky Kevin Here is my boarding pass! I've found it!
Boarding Desk
Assistant

Where are you flying?

Unlucky Kevin Moscow.
Boarding Desk
Assistant

I'm afraid the boarding for your flight has already
finished. The next one is tomorrow morning.

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

posadochnyy talon a boarding pass

LC: B_S2L4_032409         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-24
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nayti to find
kuda where (to)
letet' to fly

k sojaleniyu unfortunately, I'm afraid
posadka boarding, landing

uzhe already, yet
okonchen, okonchena,
okoncheno, okoncheny

finished (masculine,
feminine, neuter, plural)

sleduyushchiy next

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"Can I see your passport and your
boarding pass, please?"
"Here's your boarding pass."
"Katya has found a solution."
"We found ten rubles."
"What did you find?"
"Where did you go yesterday?" (by car
etc.)
"Where are you going?"
"The birds are flying to the south."
"The plane is flying to Tokyo."
"I'm afraid I can't help you."
"Unfortunately, the shop is closed
today."
"Fasten your seatbelts before the
landing."
"The boarding has already started."
"Have you already been to Paris?"
"Have you already been to America?"
"I've already written the letter."
"The competition is finished."
"The lesson is over."
"The next bus is at five."
"Who's the next?"
"Next year, we are going to America."

"Can I see your passport and your

LC: B_S2L4_032409         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-24
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boarding pass, please?"
"Here's your boarding pass."
"Katya has found a solution."
"We found ten rubles."
"What did you find?"
"Where did you go yesterday?" (by car
etc.)
"Where are you going?"
"The birds are flying to the south."
"The plane is flying to Tokyo."
"I'm afraid I can't help you."
"Unfortunately, the shop is closed
today."
"Fasten your seatbelts before the
landing."
"The boarding has already started."
"Have you already been to Paris?"
"Have you already been to America?"
"I've already written the letter."
"The competition is finished."
"The lesson is over."
"The next bus is at five."
"Who's the next?"
"Next year, we are going to America."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is Asking Questions that Begin with "Where" 

"Where are you flying?"

You probably know that to ask, "where do you live" you use 

"

Compare these examples:

LC: B_S2L4_032409         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-24
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Russian "English"
"Where do you work?"
"Where is the hospital?"
"Where are you going?"
"Where is he going?"

As you can see, you use  situated. You use 
ask about the direction of movement, and we usually use this word with verbs
of movement (

The answer to in a place." 
The answer to to a place."

Please note: If you have prepositional case.

For example:

1. .
"Where's Kate? In a shop."

Just to remind you, we mainly use the prepositional case to say where something
is located (after the prepositions 
case usually end in -e.

For example: 

1.
"I work at school."

2.
"I live in London."

If you have accusative case.

For example: 

1.

LC: B_S2L4_032409         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-24
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"Where are you going? To Moscow."

To remind you: 
In the accusative case, the ending doesn't change for masculine, neuter, or plural
nouns. However, it does change for feminine nouns:

1. Feminine nouns ending in -a, change the -a into -y
2. Feminine nouns that end in -

Please, note that the rules are different for animate nouns (people or animals).

Sample Sentences

  Russian "English"
"Where's Masha? She's at school."
"Where's Masha going? She's going to
school."
"Where does Sergey live? He lives in
Kiev."
"Where is Sergey going? He's going to
Kiev."

 

 

Cultural Insight
Be On Time in Russia!

Like in many other countries, Russians consider being late for work or a meeting
unprofessional and impolite. However, people are often late to meet a date or

LC: B_S2L4_032409         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-24
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friends. If someone invites you to a party, you should try to come on time, unlike
in the USA.
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Beginner Lesson S2
The One-Stop Russian Shop!

5 Informal Russian 2
Informal

Romanization
2

Informal English 2
Vocabulary 2

Grammar Points 4
Cultural Insight 6
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Informal Russian

Informal Romanization
Erik Anna, kuda ty idyosh'?
Anna V magazin. Ya kupila tam sumku vchera, i na ney uzhe

lopnula molniya. Smotri!
Erik Chyort! Ty dumayesh', oni obmenyayut eyo?
Anna Ya ne znayu. Ya poteryala chek.

Informal English
Erik Anna, where are you going?
Anna To the shop. I bought a bag there yesterday, and the

zipper is already broken. Look!
Erik Gosh! Do you think they'll exchange it?
Anna I don't know. I've lost the check.

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

idti to go (on foot)
magazin shop, store

kupit' to buy
soomka a bag, a handbag
lopnut' to burst, to break
molniya to zip, a zipper
chyort oh no, gosh, shoot

(literally, devil)

LC: B_S2L5_033109         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-31
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dumat' to think
obmenyat' to exchange

znat' to know
poteryat' to lose

chek a check, a receipt

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"Tomorrow, Igor' is going to the bath."
"Are you going to the disco? - Sure."
"There are a lot of shops in the center of
Moscow."
"Unfortunately, the shop is closed
today."
"I need to buy some coffee."
"We bought a car."
"I have a pen in my bag."
"The balloon has burst."
"The zipper is broken."
"Zip your jacket."
"Oh no! I broke a cup!"
"What are you thinking about?"
"What time do you think he will arrive?"

"Let's exchange this dress for another
one!"
"I exchanged the jeans because they
were too small."
"Do you know Sergey?"
"I've lost my voice."
"We've lost our dog."
"Last year, he lost his father."
"You forgot to give me the check
(receipt)."
"Your check (receipt), please."
"Tomorrow, Igor' is going to the bath."
"Are you going to the disco? - Sure."
"There are a lot of shops in the center of
Moscow."

LC: B_S2L5_033109         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-31
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"Unfortunately, the shop is closed
today."
"I need to buy some coffee."
"We bought a car."
"I have a pen in my bag."
"The balloon has burst."
"The zipper is broken."
"Zip your jacket."
"Oh no! I broke a cup!"
"What are you thinking about?"
"What time do you think he will arrive?"

"Let's exchange this dress for another
one!"
"I exchanged the jeans because they
were too small."
"Do you know Sergey?"
"I've lost my voice."
"We've lost our dog."
"Last year, he lost his father."
"You forgot to give me the check
(receipt)."
"Your check (receipt), please."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is a Review of Season 2 Beginner Lessons One
Through Four 

Anna, where are you going?

Erik asks, 
remember why we use 

We use situated. We use 
direction of movement. We usually use this word with verbs of movement such
as 

1. LC: B_S2L5_033109         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-31
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The answer to in a place."
- The answer to to a place."

Accusative Case vs. Prepositional Case

Anna replies, 
accusative case.

For example: 

1.
"Where are you going? To Moscow."

If you have prepositional case.

For example: 

1. .
"Where's Kate? In a shop."

Accusative case: "to a place"
Prepositional case: "in a place"

 Anna says, Do you know why we use

We use direction of movement ("to go there," "to fly
there," etc.). We usually use 

We use  something is situated, its position. We can
use 

1. to a place"

2. LC: B_S2L5_033109         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-03-31
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in a place"

 

Cultural Insight
Getting a Refund in Russia

Getting a refund or exchanging something you bought in Russia can often prove
difficult. In most Russian shops, they will be unwilling to refund a broken or
damaged item, so check carefully to make sure everything is okay before buying
something. You're also unlikely to get a refund for something if you suddenly
change your mind. Exchanging clothes that are the wrong size is usually possible
if you have the check. Also, if you break something unintentionally in a
supermarket, you will normally be asked to pay for it.
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Beginner Lesson S2
Russian Comparatives: I Am Much Better Than You Are!!
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Romanization
2

English 2
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Passazhirka
sleva

Muzhchina! Vy prolili mne pivo na koleni!

Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Oy, izvinite pozhaluysta. Ya nechayanno.

Passazhirka
sleva

Nado byt vnimatel'neye! Posmotrite na moyu yubku!

English
Passenger on
the left

Excuse me! You've spilled your beer on my lap!

Unlucky Kevin Oh, I'm sorry. It was an accident.
Passenger on
the left

You should be more careful! Look at my skirt!

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

muzhchina a man
prolit' to spill
pivo beer

koleni knees, lap
nechayanno by accident,

unintentionally
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vnimatel'nyy careful, attentive
posmotret' to look

yubka a skirt

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"Excuse me! (addressing a man) Your
ticket, please!"
"I don't know this man."
"Natasha has spilled the milk."
"I have spilled the tea on the table."
"Shall I pour you some beer?"
"How much is the beer?"
"The child was sitting on his lap."
"She was down on her knees."
"My knee hurts."
"We didn't do it on purpose."
"She broke the cup by accident."
"Be careful!" (formal)
"He's a very careful driver."
"He looked at her and turned away."
"Look at me!"
"Let's buy this skirt."
"I like short skirts."
"Excuse me! (addressing a man) Your
ticket, please!"
"I don't know this man."
"Natasha has spilled the milk."
"I have spilled the tea on the table."
"Shall I pour you some beer?"
"How much is the beer?"
"The child was sitting on his lap."
"She was down on her knees."
"My knee hurts."
"We didn't do it on purpose."
"She broke the cup by accident."
"Be careful!" (formal)
"He's a very careful driver."
"He looked at her and turned away."
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"Look at me!"
"Let's buy this skirt."
"I like short skirts."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is Russian Comparatives

"You should be more careful!" 

The passenger says, "

 

For Example:

1.
"Planes are faster than cars."

2.
"This book is more interesting than that one."

As you can see, forming comparatives in Russian is very easy. Let's take

ending (-

Here are some more examples:

1.
2. "dangerous") becomes 
3.

Like in English, you should memorize some exceptions.
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For Example:

1.
2.
3.
4.

If you need to compare two things, you use 

For Example:

1.  

Sample Sentences

  Russian "English"
"His car is bigger than mine."
"Trains are longer than buses."

"His reply is better."
"Moscow is more dangerous
than London."

 

 

Cultural Insight
Addressing Strangers in Russia

If you need to address someone you don't know, for example on the bus, you can
certainly use 
use 
(young man) in this situation. 
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(grandfather) are also common while addressing elderly people you don't know.
Using this form of address isn't considered rude.

Here are some examples:

1.
"Excuse me (to a young girl)! Could you tell me where the metro is?"

2.
"Excuse me (to a young man)! You mustn't smoke in here!"

3.
"Excuse me (to an old lady)! Shall I help you?"
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Styuardessa Proshu proshcheniya, no v samolyote nel'zya

pol'zovat'sya mobil'nikom.
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Ya tol'ko hotel poslat' esemes!

Styuardessa Vyklyuchite mobil'nik, pozhaluysta.

English
Stewardess I'm sorry, but you can't use a cell phone on the plane.
Unlucky Kevin I just wanted to send an SMS!
Stewardess Turn off your cell phone, please.

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

proshu prochsheniya I'm sorry, my apologies
nel'zya you can't, you mustn't, it's

forbidden
pol'zovat'sya to use

mobil'nik a mobile phone, a cell
phone

tol'ka only, just
to want

poslat' to send
vykluchit' to turn off
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esemes an SMS

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"I'm sorry, but this seat is occupied."

"I'm sorry, I didn't notice you."
"You mustn't drink alcohol." (formal)
"You mustn't eat chocolate." (informal)
"It's forbidden to do so."
"I often use this book."
"I don't know how to use a computer."

"I often use a cell phone."
"He called me on the cell phone."
"I have only one computer."
"Only I know what to do."
"Do you want a chocolate?"
"I don't want to sleep."
"Would you like some coffee?"
"Send her a message."
"We sent him a letter."
"I turned off the lights."
"Turn off the TV!"
"Do you send many SMS messages?"
"Tanya sent him an SMS."
"I'm sorry, but this seat is occupied."

"I'm sorry, I didn't notice you."
"You mustn't drink alcohol." (formal)
"You mustn't eat chocolate." (informal)
"It's forbidden to do so."
"I often use this book."
"I don't know how to use a computer."

"I often use a cell phone."
"He called me on the cell phone."
"I have only one computer."
"Only I know what to do."
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"Do you want a chocolate?"
"I don't want to sleep."
"Would you like some coffee?"
"Send her a message."
"We sent him a letter."
"I turned off the lights."
"Turn off the TV!"
"Do you send many SMS messages?"
"Tanya sent him an SMS."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is the Russian Instrumental Case

"You can't use a cell phone on the plane."

In the dialogue, the stewardess says, 

example of a noun in the instrumental case.

We need the instrumental case when we use something as a tool. Here are
some examples:

1. . 
"I eat with a spoon."

2.  . 
"He writes with a pencil."

3. . 
"They use a computer."

Unlike English, you don't need the preposition "with" in sentences like this:

NOT
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We commonly use the instrumental case to talk about our job.

For Example:

1. . 
"I work as an engineer."

2. . 
"She works as a doctor."

We also use the instrumental case after the preposition c ("with"):

1. . 
"I live with my mother."

2. . 
"I went there with my friend."

 

As you might have noticed, the endings for masculine nouns in the instrumental
case are -  or - :

1. - . ("I was there
with Sergey.")

2. - other masculine nouns such as 
 ("He works as a programmer.")

The endings for feminine nouns are - or - :

1. . 
"I write with a pen."

2. . 
"She works as a shop assistant."

Sample Sentences
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1.
"We eat with a knife and a fork."

2.
"They often use a computer."

3.
"Sergey works as a teacher."

4.
"Marina works as a waitress."

5.
"I often go to the swimming pool with a friend."

6.
"I've talked with Tanya about it."

 

Cultural Insight
The Oldest Russian Cell Phone May Leave You Speechless!

You'll probably be surprised if I tell you that the first Russian cell phone was
created as early as 1958! It was far from being exactly portable, but it was a fully
functional cell phone that could be installed in a car and was used by the Russian
elite. In the early 90s, cell phones in Russia had become a symbol of wealth, but
also vulgarity. "New Russians" (Russian nouveux riches) were all presumed to
drive late-model Mercedes or Jeeps, dress in vulgar but expensive clothes, wear
heavy, gold chains and rings with diamonds and...use cell phones. However, very
soon afterwards, Mobil'niki found the way to the market. Today they are probably
as common in Russia as in the USA or Europe, especially in big cities. In recent
years, some cell phone companies in Russia have created phones for the higher
end of the market; phones encrusted with jewels or made with very unique
materials.
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Masha Izvinite, Vi v pervij raz v Sankt-Peterburge?
Kevin Da, eto moya pervaya poezdka.
Masha A ja chasto letaju v Peterburg, eto moi rodnoi gorod.
Kevin Vam nravitsia vozvrashatsia?

English
Masha Excuse me, is this your first time in St. Petersburg?
Kevin Yes, this is my first trip.
Masha I often fly to St. Pt.; this is my home city.
Kevin Do you enjoy coming back?

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

izvineetye excuse me, pardon me
Vi you (polite form)

Sankt-Peterburg Saint Petersburg
eto this is, that is, it's

moya my, mine
pervaya poezdka first trip

Ya I
chasto often
gorod a city, a town

vozvrashatsia to come back
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Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"Excuse me, how can I get to the Post
Office?"
"Do you speak English?" (informal)
"I've been to Moscow and St.
Petersburg."
"Do you live in Moscow or Saint
Petersburg?"
"This is my house."
"What is it?"
"This is Sergey, and this is Anya."
"Is it true?"

papa - ukrainets.)

"My mom is Russian, and my dad is
Ukrainian."

"I will remember my first trip to Russia
for the rest of my life."
"My mom lives in Moscow."
"I will remember my first trip to Russia
for the rest of my life."
"I am occupied."
"He often comes here."
"We often order books by Internet. "

"I often watch TV in the evening."
"Moscow is a big city."
"Come back; I'll wait for you!"
"Excuse me, how can I get to the Post
Office?"
"Do you speak English?" (informal)
"I've been to Moscow and St.
Petersburg."
"Do you live in Moscow or Saint
Petersburg?"
"This is my house."
"What is it?"
"This is Sergey, and this is Anya."
"Is it true?"
"My mom is Russian, and my dad is
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papa - ukrainets.)
Ukrainian."

"I will remember my first trip to Russia
for the rest of my life."
"My mom lives in Moscow."
"I will remember my first trip to Russia
for the rest of my life."
"I am occupied."
"He often comes here."
"We often order books by Internet. "

"I often watch TV in the evening."
"Moscow is a big city."
"Come back; I'll wait for you!"

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is the Localized Case 

"Excuse me, is this your first time in St. Petersburg?"

 The focus of this lesson is Localized case and the usage of nouns in the localized
and prepositional cases. Nouns in the localized case answer the question
"Where?"

For Example: 

"Where?"

"In St. Petersburg." 

V Sankt-Peterburge.

You should not confuse this with the prepositional case (which answers the
questions "About whom?" or "About what?"). The reason why these two are often
confused with each other is that endings for nouns are often identical in these
two cases. 
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Prepositional Case:

1. "About what?" 

O chem?
2. "About St. Petersburg." 

O Sankt-Peterburge.   

 

Localized Case:

1. Where? 

Gde?
2. "In St. Petersburg." 

V Sankt-Peterburge.

 

Example from This Dialogue:

"Excuse me, is this your first time in St. Petersburg?"

 

Sample Sentences
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1.
Izvinite, Vi chasto bivaete v Moskve?
"Excuse me, are you often in Moscow?" 

2.
Ya uchilsia v etoi shkole.
"I studied at this school."

Language Tip

 For most nouns, endings are identical in localized and prepositional case. Still,
localized case asks for different endings in some nouns of masculine gender.

For Example: 

1. Prepositional:

Govorit o lese.
"to speak about the forest" 

2. Localized: 

Nahoditsia v lesu. 
"to be in the forest"

Still, for other nouns, even the ones of masculine gender, the endings are
identical in both cases.

For Example:

1. Prepositional:

O Peterburge
"about St. Petersburg" 

2. Localized:

V Peterburge. 
"in St. Petersburg"
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Cultural Insight
Some Tricks to Making Everyone Happy in Russia!

When you are speaking with a local, try to make sure that you use the full name
of the city: "St. Petersburg" ( Sankt-Peterburg) or a short name
such as "Petersburg." 
identify themselves with the lower social class, mainly use another short name. If
you are talking to a scientist, an artist, or a scholar, you should not use it if you
do not want to cause a negative reaction. This slang name is Piter (

One should note that the Moscow / St. Petersburg rapport is similar to the New
York / Boston rapport in a way, with St. Petersburg being Boston. Locals often
claim to be living in "The cultural capital." This is almost the second name of the
city with Moscow being the political and business capital. If you want to make a
St. Petersburg local happy, try calling the city Northern Venice (

Severnaya Venetsia) or "the cultural capital" (
Kulturnaya stolista). 

It goes without saying that a Moscovite would not appreciate you calling St.
Petersburg "The cultural capital." Moscovites want their city to be referred to as
"The capital" (
Big Apple," nobody would expect you to add "of the US." So, when talking to a
Moscovite, you can use the phrase "The capital" ( Stolitsa), and you do
not need to add "of Russia."
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Moy bagazh poteryalsya! Yego net na lente!

Predstavitel'
aviakompanii

Vy uvereny? Vy horosho posmotreli?

Navazuchiy
Kevin

Ya stoyal tam chas! Konechno, ya uveren!

English
Unlucky Kevin My baggage is lost! It isn't on the carousel!
Help Desk
Assistant

Are you sure? Have you looked properly?

Unlucky Kevin I was there for an hour! Of course, I'm sure!

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

bagash baggage, luggage
poteryat'sya to be lost, to get lost

uveren (uverena, uvereny) sure

lenta a tape, a ribbon,  a
carousel (in an airport)
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posmotret' to look
stayat' to stand

tam there
chas an hour, o'clock

kanyeshna of course, certainly

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"Where's your luggage?"
"I don't have any luggage."
"This is my luggage."
"The boy got lost in the forest."
"My dog got lost."
"Anna is sure in it."
"We are not sure that he's right."
"Are you sure?"
"The girl had ribbons in her hair."
"We need to buy some insulating tape."
"Get your baggage on the carousel."
"He looked at her and turned away."
"Look at me!"
"Why are you standing here?"
"Tanya was standing on the platform."
"Anna is sure in it."
"Have you been there?"
"I've never been there."
"I live there."
"The film lasts two hours."
"Can you tell me the time?"
"It's eight o'clock  now."
"They are certainly right."
"Of course, I like wine."
"Are you going to the disco? - Sure."
"Where's your luggage?"
"I don't have any luggage."
"This is my luggage."
"The boy got lost in the forest."
"My dog got lost."
"Anna is sure in it."
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"We are not sure that he's right."
"Are you sure?"
"The girl had ribbons in her hair."
"We need to buy some insulating tape."
"Get your baggage on the carousel."
"He looked at her and turned away."
"Look at me!"
"Why are you standing here?"
"Tanya was standing on the platform."
"Anna is sure in it."
"Have you been there?"
"I've never been there."
"I live there."
"The film lasts two hours."
"Can you tell me the time?"
"It's eight o'clock  now."
"They are certainly right."
"Of course, I like wine."
"Are you going to the disco? - Sure."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is Reflexive Verbs

"My baggage is lost!"

The literal translation of this sentence would be "my baggage lost itself." We call
verbs like 
("to get dressed"), and reflexive verbs. We mainly
use reflexive verbs to show that the subject performs an action on itself, and
not on someone/something else. Please note that reflexive verbs are more
common in Russian than in English, so you won't always have "-self" in the
English translation.

You also use reflexive verbs when you don't know who did the action or it isn't
important.

For Example:
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1.
"The baggage is lost." 

2.
"The glass is broken."

You can never put a direct object after a reflexive verb. For example, to say "I
hurt my hand," you'll use 

For Example:

1. 1.      
NOT

Reflexive verbs always end in -

Conjugation 

 Even though reflexive verbs look like they are really difficult to conjugate, they
are not. They are just normal verbs with -
verb, you need to drop -
imagine that you need to say "She usually wakes up at seven." You take the verb

with 

seven.")

1.  - 
)

Deti seychas odevayutsya.
"The children are getting dressed now."

2.  - )
Vchera ya udarilsya.
"Yesterday, I hurt myself."
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-

Sometimes after having conjugated the verb, you add -  instead of - at the
end. You do this if the conjugated verb ends in a vowel.

For Example:

1. "I wake up": 
-

2. "She hurt herself": 
-

Here is the conjugation of the verb "
Pronoun -
Tense

Russian Romanization "English"

present
prosypayus' "I wake

up."

present
prosypayesh'sya "You wake

up." - 
informal

present
prosypayemsya "We wake

up."

present
prosypayetes' "You wake

up." - 
formal or
plural

present
prosypayetsya "He wakes

up."

present
prosypayutsya "They wake

up."

past
prosypalsya "He woke

up."

past
prosypalas' "She woke

up."

past
prosypalis' "They woke

up."
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Sample Sentences

1.
Ona lozhitsya spat' v desyat' chasov.
"She goes to bed at ten o'clock." 

2.
Mashina slomalas'. 
"The car is broken."

3.
Ya prichyosyvayus'. 
"I'm combing my hair."

4.
Kogda ty rodilsya? 
"When were you born?"

5.
Marina horosho odevayetsya. 
"Marina dresses well."
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Devochka Moya mama rabotayet uchitel'nitsey. A tvoy papa?
Mal'chik On rabotayet menedzherom v banke. On poluchayet

bol'she chem tvoya mama. I yeshchyo y nego krutoy
mobil'nik.

Devochka Nehorosho hvastat'sya.

English
Girl My mom is a teacher. And your dad?
Boy He's a bank manager. He earns more than your mom.

And he has a cool cell phone, too.
Girl It isn't nice to boast.

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

rabotat' to work
uchitel'nitsa teacher (female)

mama mom
papa dad

poluchat' to earn, to get, to receive
bol'she more, anymore, bigger

yeshchyo yet, still, else, also, more
hvastat'sya to boast

krutoy steep, sharp, cool
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mobil'nik a mobile phone, a cell
phone

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"Where does she work?"
"Anya and Marina are working now."
"The bank isn't open on Sunday."
"Nadya works as a teacher."
"This is my favorite teacher."
"His mom's name is Tanya."
"My mom lives in Moscow."
"My dad bought me a book."
"What does your dad do?"
"I like getting letters."
"How much do you earn?"
"His house is bigger than ours is."
"There are more girls than boys in the
class."
"There's no milk anymore."
"I want some more tea."
"I can also play the guitar."
"She hasn't come yet."
"I don't know yet."
"Stop boasting!"
"Rita often boasts."
"He has a cool backpack."
"Careful! A sharp turn!"
"I often use a cell phone."
"He called me on the cell phone."
"Where does she work?"
"Anya and Marina are working now."
"The bank isn't open on Sunday."
"Nadya works as a teacher."
"This is my favorite teacher."
"His mom's name is Tanya."
"My mom lives in Moscow."
"My dad bought me a book."
"What does your dad do?"
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"I like getting letters."
"How much do you earn?"
"His house is bigger than ours is."
"There are more girls than boys in the
class."
"There's no milk anymore."
"I want some more tea."
"I can also play the guitar."
"She hasn't come yet."
"I don't know yet."
"Stop boasting!"
"Rita often boasts."
"He has a cool backpack."
"Careful! A sharp turn!"
"I often use a cell phone."
"He called me on the cell phone."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is to Review the Grammar of Lessons 6 - 9. 
1. The Instrumental Case

"My mom works as a teacher."

You use the instrumental case:

I. When you use something as a tool:

II. To talk about your job:

The Endings in the Instrumental Case

Masculine nouns: -
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Feminine nouns: -

1. .
My yedim vilkoy.
"We eat with a fork." 

2. .
Ivan rabotayet inzhenerom.
"Ivan works as an engineer."

2. The Prepositional Case

"He works as a bank manager."

We mainly use the prepositional case to say where something is situated.

The ending in the prepositional case is always -e no matter if the noun is
masculine or feminine.

1. .
My zhivyom v Moskve.
"We live in Moscow." 

2. .
Ya rabotayu v magazine.
"I work in a shop."

3. Comparatives

"He earns more than your mom."

To make a comparative, you usually drop the ending of an adjective and add -ee
instead.

For Example:

1.  ("longer")
2. "dangerous") becomes  ("more dangerous")
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 ("more intelligent")

Exceptions:

1.  ("bigger")
2.  ("better")
3.  ("worse")

Sample Sentences:

1.
Samolyoty bystryee, chem mashiny.
"Planes are faster than cars." 

2.
Eta kniga luchshe, chem ta.
"This book is better than that one."

4. Reflexive Verbs

"It isn't nice to boast."

Reflexive verbs end in -

We mainly use reflexive verbs to show that the subject performs an action on
oneself, and not on someone else (for example, 
oneself"). Reflexive verbs are more common in Russian than in English, so you
won't always have "-self" in the English translation. For example, "to boast" is
reflexive in Russian, which isn't that illogical as it might seem (don't you boast
about yourself)?

To conjugate a reflexive verb, drop -
usual rules.

Sometimes after having conjugated the verb, you add  instead of  at the
end. You do this if the conjugated verb ends in a vowel.
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1.
Ya prosypayus' v shest' chasov.
"I wake up at six." 

2.
Marina udarilas'.
"Marina has hurt herself."
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Predstavitel'
aviakompanii

Vash bagazh po oshibke uletel v Gon-Kong.

Nevezuchiy
Kevin

I kogda ya mogu poluchit' yego?

Predstavitel'
aviakompanii

Mozhet byt' zavtra ili poslezavtra. Na sledushchey nedele
tochno.

Nevezuchiy
Kevin

No tam vsya moya odezhda!

English
Help Desk
Assistant

Your baggage left for Hong Kong by mistake.

Unlucky Kevin So when can I get it?
Help Desk
Assistant

Maybe tomorrow or the day after tomorrow. Next week,
for sure.

Unlucky Kevin But all my clothes are there!

Vocabulary
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Russian Romanization English
po oshibke by mistake

uletet' to fly away
poluchit' to get, to receive

maybe, perhaps
poslezavtra the day after tomorrow

na sledushchey nedele next week
tochno for sure, exactly

adezhda clothes, clothing

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"She took your umbrella by mistake."
"I called a stranger by mistake."

"Marina left for the USA."
"The bird flew away."
"I got a book as a gift."
"We got a letter."
"Are you going to the disco? - Maybe."

"Maybe you're right."
"The day after tomorrow, I'm going to a
doctor."
"What are you doing the day after
tomorrow?"
"When will you finish the job? - Next
week."
"Next week, I'll be working."

"It's exactly the same bag."
"We are going there for sure."
"That's exact."
"Jeans are my favorite clothes."
"He wears strange clothes."
"We need to buy winter clothes."
"She took your umbrella by mistake."
"I called a stranger by mistake."
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"Marina left for the USA."
"The bird flew away."
"I got a book as a gift."
"We got a letter."
"Are you going to the disco? - Maybe."

"Maybe you're right."
"The day after tomorrow, I'm going to a
doctor."
"What are you doing the day after
tomorrow?"
"When will you finish the job? - Next
week."
"Next week, I'll be working."

"It's exactly the same bag."
"We are going there for sure."
"That's exact."
"Jeans are my favorite clothes."
"He wears strange clothes."
"We need to buy winter clothes."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is Time Expressions

"Next week for sure." 

You might have noticed that time expressions with "next" in Russian are pretty
complicated: 

or not, there is some logic in it. Here are some expressions with "next."

For Example:

1.
"next week"

2.
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"next month"
-

"next year"

Simple Rules For Making Sense of Russian Time Expressions

  Rule Examples and Exceptions
Always use  with . With other time expressions

(
Use the prepositional case in
these expressions so the
endings of the nouns
( - .

We 

The endings for masculine
adjectives in the
prepositional case are  or 

"last year" 
means "in this city" 

house"
The endings for feminine
adjectives in the
prepositional case are  or 

my car" 
means "last week"  

Please, note that the same rules apply to "last" and "this" in time expressions.

For Example:

1.
"last week"

2.
"this year"

Russian Romanization "English
Translation"

Na sledushchey
nedele ya budu v
Moskve.

"Next week, I'll be in
Moscow."
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V proshlom gody
ya rabotal v
bol'nitse.

"Last year, I worked in
a hospital."

V etom mesyatse
,y chasto budem
igrat' v futbol.

"This month, we will
often play football."

Pronunciation Tip

You don't normally pronounce 
sledushchiy).
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Dve pary trusov, pozhaluysta.

Prodavshchitsa S Vas dvesti roubley.
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Seychas... Moy bumazhnik! Kto-to ukral moy bumazhnik!

English
Unlucky Kevin Two pairs of boxers, please.
Market
Stallholder

That'll be 200 rubles.

Unlucky Kevin Just a moment... My wallet! Someone has stolen my
wallet!

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

dve two (feminine)
para a pair, a couple
trusy boxer shorts, panties,

underpants
S vas That'll be... (talking about

price)
dvesti two hundred (200)

seychas now, at the moment, just a
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moment
bumazhnik a wallet

ukrast' to steal
kto-to somebody

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"It costs two thousand dollars."
"One bottle, two bottles..."
"Can I transport two packs of
cigarettes?"
"I need to buy a couple of books."
"What a beautiful couple!"
"I bought a pair of high boots."
"I don't like red boxer shorts (panties)."
"Whose are these boxer shorts
(panties)?"
"That'll be forty rubles, please."
"There are two hundred apartments in
this apartment block."
"He earns two hundred dollars."
"It's hot now."
"Where does he work now?"
"Natasha, come here! - Just a minute!"
"In the wallet, there was some money
and credit cards."
"I bought a new wallet."
"What did they steal?"
"Who stole the wallet?"
"Someone saw him there."
"Someone told him about it."
"It costs two thousand dollars."
"One bottle, two bottles..."
"Can I transport two packs of
cigarettes?"
"I need to buy a couple of books."
"What a beautiful couple!"
"I bought a pair of high boots."
"I don't like red boxer shorts (panties)."
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"Whose are these boxer shorts
(panties)?"
"That'll be forty rubles, please."
"There are two hundred apartments in
this apartment block."
"He earns two hundred dollars."
"It's hot now."
"Where does he work now?"
"Natasha, come here! - Just a minute!"
"In the wallet, there was some money
and credit cards."
"I bought a new wallet."
"What did they steal?"
"Who stole the wallet?"
"Someone saw him there."
"Someone told him about it."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is the Pronoun "someone."

"Someone has stolen my wallet!" 

affirmative
sentences and questions, but NOT in negative sentences. In negative
sentences, we use 

Compare the Following Examples:

1.
"Someone lives there."

2.
"Does anyone live there?"

3.
"No-one lives there."

Please note, that you always use  in sentences with 
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Declension

 Like any noun or pronoun in Russian, 
function in the sentence.
Case Declension Example "English"
Nominative "Someone

was there."
Genitive "Someone

has this
book."

Dative "He gave the
book to
someone."

Accusative "I saw
someone
there."

Instrumental "He was
there with
someone."

Prepositional "He told me
about
someone."

Pronunciation Tip

 We pronounce 
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Militsioner Gde byl vash bumazhnik?
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

V ryukzake, u menya na spine.

Militsioner On byl otkryt ili zakryt?
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Ya ne pomnyu.

Militsioner Mozhet byt', vy sami ego poteryali?

English
Policeman Where was your wallet?
Unlucky Kevin In the backpack, on my back.
Policeman Was it open or closed?
Unlucky Kevin I don't remember.
Policeman Maybe you lost it yourself?

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

bumazhnik a wallet
ryukzak a backpack, a rucksack
spina a back

ili or
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pomnit' to remember
maybe, perhaps

sam (sama, samo, sami) myself, yourself, himself,
etc.

poteryat' to lose
otkryt (otkryta, otkryto,

otkryty)
open

zakryt (zakryta, zakryto,
zakryty)

closed

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"In the wallet, there was some money
and credit cards."
"I bought a new wallet."
"What do you have in the rucksack?"
"He has a cool backpack."
"He was sleeping on his back."
"I have a backache."

Petersburg?

"Do you remember what her name is?"
"Do you remember him?"
"Are you going to the disco? - Maybe."

"Maybe you're right."
"Did you call them yourself?"
"She cooked the lunch herself."
"I did it myself."
"I've lost my voice."
"We've lost our dog."
"Last year, he lost his father."
"Come in, it's open."
"The door was open."
"The window is closed."
"The shop is closed today."
"In the wallet, there was some money
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and credit cards."
"I bought a new wallet."
"What do you have in the rucksack?"
"He has a cool backpack."
"He was sleeping on his back."
"I have a backache."

Petersburg?

"Do you remember what her name is?"
"Do you remember him?"
"Are you going to the disco? - Maybe."

"Maybe you're right."
"Did you call them yourself?"
"She cooked the lunch herself."
"I did it myself."
"I've lost my voice."
"We've lost our dog."
"Last year, he lost his father."
"Come in, it's open."
"The door was open."
"The window is closed."
"The shop is closed today."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson Is on Reflexive Pronouns 

"Maybe you lost it yourself?" 

, , and 
"myself," "yourself," "herself," and so on. Unlike in English, you don't have a
reflexive pronoun for each personal pronoun (like "I" (personal pronoun) -
"myself" (reflexive pronoun)). In Russian, reflexive pronouns change depending
on the gender of the subject.

LC: B_S2L13_090109         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-09-01

79



5

���������
	���
�
�������������� ��	���� �����! ��"
#�$


Declension

 If the subject is masculine, you use 

If it's feminine, you use 

If it's neuter, you use 

If it's plural, you use 
Gender Russian Example "English

Translation"

Masculine "He made the toy
himself."

Feminine "Did you buy the
gift yourself?"
(talking to a
woman)

Neuter "The window
opened itself."

Plural "They saw it
themselves."

Please note that with 
refers to a man or a woman.

You always use 

Language Tip

 Word order in Russian is much more flexible than in English. Reflexive pronouns
can go before or after the verb. For example, to say "I saw it myself," you can
either say 
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Militsioner Chto bylo v bumazhnike?
Nevezutchiy
Kevin

Den'gi. Pyat' tysyach rubley i dvesti dollarov.

Militsioner Tam byli den'gi ili kreditnye kartochki?
Nevezutchiy
Kevin

Net, ya derzhu ih otdel'no.

Militsioner Povezlo vam.
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Chto vy, mne nikogda ne vezyot!

English
Policeman What was there in the wallet?
Unlucky Kevin Money. Five thousand rubles and two hundred dollars.
Policeman Were there any identity papers or credit cards?
Unlucky Kevin No, I keep them separately.
Policeman You were lucky.
Unlucky Kevin You must be joking. I'm never lucky!

Vocabulary
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Russian Romanization English
den'gi money

dakumenty identity papers,
documents

kreditnaya kartochka a credit card
derzhat' to keep, to hold
otdel'no separately

Povezlo (vam). (You) were lucky.
Chto vy (ty)! You must be joking! Of

course not!
nikogda never

( (Mne) ne vezyot. (I'm) not lucky.

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"In the wallet, there was some money
and credit cards."
"I have no money."
"Show me your papers, please."

"Here are my documents."
"Sergey saved the document." (on the
computer)
"Is it your credit card?"
"Can I pay by credit card?"

"She was holding a newspaper in her
hand."
"Where do you keep bread?"
"Boil carrots and potatoes separately."

"I live separately from my parents."
"He was lucky."
"Anya was lucky."
"I wasn't lucky."
"Is it your car? - Of course not. I don't
have a car!"
"Has he passed the exam? - You must
be joking. Of course not!"
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"Natasha never eats meat."
"I have never seen her."
"He never goes to the cinema."
"I'm rarely lucky."
"You are lucky!"
"In the wallet, there was some money
and credit cards."
"I have no money."
"Show me your papers, please."

"Here are my documents."
"Sergey saved the document." (on the
computer)
"Is it your credit card?"
"Can I pay by credit card?"

"She was holding a newspaper in her
hand."
"Where do you keep bread?"
"Boil carrots and potatoes separately."

"I live separately from my parents."
"He was lucky."
"Anya was lucky."
"I wasn't lucky."
"Is it your car? - Of course not. I don't
have a car!"
"Has he passed the exam? - You must
be joking. Of course not!"
"Natasha never eats meat."
"I have never seen her."
"He never goes to the cinema."
"I'm rarely lucky."
"You are lucky!"

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson Is on Numbers Above 100 
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"Five thousand rubles and two hundred dollars" 

Big numbers in Russian are a bit more complicated than in English. First of all,
numbers from one hundred to nine hundred don't all follow the same pattern.
Compare:
100-400   500-900  

100 500
200 600
300 700
400 800

    900

As you can see, numbers from five hundred to nine hundred are easy: you just
take a number and add 
different pattern, and you need to memorize the endings. To make a number such
as 256, you just need to add fifty-six: 

Numbers Above 1,000 

The main difficulty about numbers that contain "thousand" is that the word

Compare:
1,000 - 4,000   5,000-9,000  

1,000 5,000
 2,000 6,000

3,000 7,000
4,000 8,000

    9,000

Actually, the word 
use the genitive singular after numbers "two" to "four," and the genitive plural for
numbers "five" to "twenty." Please note that you say NOT 

Here are some examples of numbers above one hundred:
Russian Romanization "Number"
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trista pyat'desyat
odin

"351"

devyat'sot
shestnadtsat'

"916"

tysyacha sto
vosem'desyat pyat'

"1,185"

dve tysyachi
devyat'

"2,009"

pyat' tysyach
vosem'sot shest'

"5,806"

dvenadtsat'
tysyach devyat'sot
tridtsat' chetyre

"12,934"
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Anna O, novyy ryukzak! Kto-to podaril?
Erik Net, sam kupil.
Anna Dorogoy?
Erik Net, ne ochen'. Dve tysyachi rubley. Kupil, potomu chto

ya uletayu v Piter na sleduyushchey nedele.
Anna Vezyot tebe!

English
Anna Oh, a new backpack! Is it a gift? (Literally "Did anyone

give it to you?")
Erik No, I bought it myself.
Anna Is it expensive?
Erik Not really. Two thousand rubles. I bought it because I'm

flying to St. Petersburg next week.
Anna Lucky you!

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

novyy new
ryukzak a backpack, a rucksack
padarit' to give as a gift
dorogoy expensive, dear
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ne ochen' not really, not so well
potomu chto because

uletat' to fly away
Piter St. Petersburg (informal)

na sledushchey nedele next week
Vezyot tebe! Lucky you!

kupit' to buy

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"Where do you celebrate New Year?"
"I bought a new wallet."
"What do you have in the rucksack?"
"He has a cool backpack."
"What did Anya get you for your
wedding?"
"Igor gave me some flowers."
"What would you like for your birthday?"

"Dear Ivan Ivanovich, thank you for the
letter."
"This hotel room is very expensive."
"Would you like to go there? - Not
really."
"How's your health? - Not so well."
"I don't eat meat because I'm a
vegetarian."
"I'm tired because I've been working
hard."
"He's leaving tomorrow." (by plane)
"What time are you leaving?" (by plane)
"He's from St. Petersburg."
"St. Petersburg is a beautiful city."
"When will you finish the job? - Next
week."
"Next week, I'll be working."

"Marina is unlucky."
"I'm rarely lucky."
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"I need to buy some coffee."
"We bought a car."
"Where do you celebrate New Year?"
"I bought a new wallet."
"What do you have in the rucksack?"
"He has a cool backpack."
"What did Anya get you for your
wedding?"
"Igor gave me some flowers."
"What would you like for your birthday?"

"Dear Ivan Ivanovich, thank you for the
letter."
"This hotel room is very expensive."
"Would you like to go there? - Not
really."
"How's your health? - Not so well."
"I don't eat meat because I'm a
vegetarian."
"I'm tired because I've been working
hard."
"He's leaving tomorrow." (by plane)
"What time are you leaving?" (by plane)
"He's from St. Petersburg."
"St. Petersburg is a beautiful city."
"When will you finish the job? - Next
week."
"Next week, I'll be working."

"Marina is unlucky."
"I'm rarely lucky."
"I need to buy some coffee."
"We bought a car."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson Is to Review the Grammar of Lessons 11 - 14 

LC: B_S2L15_092909         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-09-29

90



5

���������
	���
�
�������������� ��	���� �����! ��"
#�$


Use of "someone"

"Did anyone give it to you?"

sentences and questions, but NOT in negative sentences. In negative sentences,
we use 

Sample Sentences:

1.
 "Someone saw him".

2.
 "Did anyone see him?"

3.
 "No one saw him."

Reflexive Pronouns

"No, I bought it myself."

, , 
"myself," "yourself," "herself," etc. Unlike in English, Russian doesn't have a
reflexive pronoun for each personal pronoun [as in "I" (personal pronoun) -
"myself" (reflexive pronoun)]. In Russian, reflexive pronouns change depending
on the gender of the subject.

If the subject is masculine, you use 

If it's feminine, you use .

If it's neuter, you use .

If it's plural, you use 

Sample Sentences:
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Ya prigotovila obed sama.
"I cooked the lunch myself." (the speaker is a woman)

My videli eto sami.
"We saw it ourselves."

Numbers Above 1,000

"Two thousand rubles."

In Russian, the word 

Compare:
1,000 - 4,000  5,000-9,000  

1,000 5,000
 2,000 6,000

3,000 7,000
4,000 8,000

    9,000

As you can see, the word 
numbers: we use the genitive singular after two to four and the genitive plural for
five to twenty. Please, note that you say 
use 

Future Time Expressions

"I'm going to St. Petersburg next week."

Please note that you say 
 ("next year").
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Nevezutchiy
Kevin

Izvinite, vy ne podskazhete, gde blizhayshiy bankomat?

Prohozhiy Vidite avtobusnuyu ostanovku? Naprotiv ostanovki -
apteka, a bankomat - sprava ot apteki.

Nevezutchiy
Kevin

Vot tam?

Prohozhiy Da, mezhdu aptekoy i magazinom.

English
Unlucky Kevin Excuse me, could you tell me where the nearest cash

machine is?
Passerby Can you see the bus stop? Opposite the bus stop, there is

a pharmacy and the cash machine is to the right of the
pharmacy.

Unlucky Kevin Over there?
Passerby Yes, between the pharmacy and the shop.

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

Vy ne podskazhete... Could you tell me...
blizhayshiy the nearest
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bankomat a cash machine
avtobusnaya ostanovka a bus stop

naprotiv opposite
apteka pharmacy

sprava ot to the right of
vot tam over there
mezhdu between
magazin shop, store

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"Excuse me, could you tell me the time,
please?"
"Could you tell me how to get to the
post office?"
"We need to go to the nearest police
station."
"Could you tell me where the nearest
metro station is?"
"There is no cash machine here."
"I need a cash machine."
"We live near a bus stop."

"I'll be waiting for you at the bus stop."

"This neighbor lives opposite (me)."
"It's the house opposite the bank."
"It's a very good pharmacy."
"Could you tell me how to get to the
pharmacy, please?"
"The telephone is on your right."
"To the right of the armchair there is a
table."
"Where's the exit? - Over there."
"The toilet is over there."
"The distance between Moscow and St.
Petersburg is seven hundred
kilometers."
"Between you and me..."
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"There are a lot of shops in the center of
Moscow."
"Unfortunately, the shop is closed
today."
"Excuse me, could you tell me the time,
please?"
"Could you tell me how to get to the
post office?"
"We need to go to the nearest police
station."
"Could you tell me where the nearest
metro station is?"
"There is no cash machine here."
"I need a cash machine."
"We live near a bus stop."

"I'll be waiting for you at the bus stop."

"This neighbor lives opposite (me)."
"It's the house opposite the bank."
"It's a very good pharmacy."
"Could you tell me how to get to the
pharmacy, please?"
"The telephone is on your right."
"To the right of the armchair there is a
table."
"Where's the exit? - Over there."
"The toilet is over there."
"The distance between Moscow and St.
Petersburg is seven hundred
kilometers."
"Between you and me..."
"There are a lot of shops in the center of
Moscow."
"Unfortunately, the shop is closed
today."

Grammar Points
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The Focus of This Lesson Is on Prepositions of Place. 

"Opposite the bus stop, there is a pharmacy and the cash machine is to
the right of the pharmacy." 

The main difficulty about the prepositions of place in Russian is that you have to
remember which case you use after them. Some prepositions of place are
followed by the genitive case.

For Example:

1.
 "opposite"

2.
 "near, next to"

3.
 "to the right of"

4.
 "to the left of"

5.
 "not far from"

The Genitive Case (a reminder)

Masculine and neuter nouns

The ending is -
for the other masculine nouns.

Feminine nouns

The ending is -
-

Sample Sentences

  Russian Romanization "English
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Translation"

Naprotiv banka
nahoditsya
supermarket.

"There's a
supermarket
opposite the bank."

Vozle etogo doma
net magazina.

"There is no shop
near this house."

Sleva ot shkoly
nahoditsya bank.

"There is a bank to
the left of the
school."

My zhivyom
nedaleko ot
ostanovki.

"We live not far
from the bus stop."

 

Some prepositions of place are followed by the instrumental case.

For Example: 

1.
 "between"

2.
 "behind"

3.
 "in front of"

The Instrumental Case (a reminder)

The endings for masculine nouns in the instrumental case are -

- 
- 

The endings for feminine nouns are -

Sample Sentences
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  Russian Romanization "English
Translation"

Teatr nahoditsya
mezhdu bankom i
aptekoy.

"The theater is
between the bank
and the pharmacy."

Shkaf stoit za
divanom.

"The cupboard is
behind the sofa."

Mashina stoit pered
domom.

"The car is in front
of the house."

Language Tip

 To translate a sentence starting with "there is" or "there are," you should always
begin with a preposition of place.

For Example:

"There's a cupboard to the right of the sofa."
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Vash bankomat proglotil moyu kartochku!

Rabotnik banka Vy kod nepravil'no nabrali?
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Net, pravil'no.

Rabotnik banka Yesli by vy pravil'no nabrali kod, on by yeyo ne proglotil.

English
Unlucky Kevin Your cash machine has swallowed my credit card!
Bank employee Did you put the wrong code in?
Unlucky Kevin No, I put it in correctly.
Bank employee If you had put the right code in, it wouldn't have

swallowed it.

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

proglotit' to swallow
kod a code

nepravil'no wrong, incorrect,
incorrectly
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nabrat' to dial, to put in, to collect
pravil'no right, correct, correctly

yesli if

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"The dog swallowed the meat."
"The machine swallowed the coin."
"Put in the code."
"This code is wrong."
"He answered the question incorrectly."
"It's wrong."
"He dialed her (phone) number."
"She collected some mushrooms."
"He did the right thing."
"Is it correct?"
"If you are at home, call me."
"Write if you have some time."
"If you like, I'll help you."
"The dog swallowed the meat."
"The machine swallowed the coin."
"Put in the code."
"This code is wrong."
"He answered the question incorrectly."
"It's wrong."
"He dialed her (phone) number."
"She collected some mushrooms."
"He did the right thing."
"Is it correct?"
"If you are at home, call me."
"Write if you have some time."
"If you like, I'll help you."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson Is Conditional Sentences That Describe Unreal
Situations.
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"If you had put the right code in, it wouldn't have swallowed it." 

We use this type of sentence to talk about unreal (hypothetical) situations. It
doesn't matter whether the sentence refers to the present, the past, or the
future: either way, the structure of the sentence will stay the same.

For Example:

1.
"If I had a lot of money, I'd buy a big house." 
This situation is unreal (the person doesn't have a lot of money) and the
sentence refers to the present.

2.
"If I hadn't forgotten the keys, I would have been able to enter the house."
This situation is unreal (I had forgotten the keys and I couldn't enter the
house), and the sentence refers to the past.

Structure

(  
Esli by..., (ya) by...

In this type of sentence, you use  in both
parts of the sentence. The position of 
after 

For Example: 

1.
Yesli by u menya byl syn, ya nazval by ego Sashey.
"If I had a son, I'd call him Sasha." 

2.
Yesli by ya poslyshala ego, ya by sdala ekzamen.
"If I had listened to him, I'd have passed the exam."

As in English, the sentence can either begin with "if" or have "if" in the middle.
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For Example: 

1.
Yesli by ya zhil v Rosii, ya horosho govoril by po-russki.
"If I lived in Russia, I'd speak Russian well." 

2.
On sdelal by eto, yesli by on mog.
"He would do it if he could."
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Zdravstvuyte, ya hotel by pouzhinat'.

Ofitsiantka Vy zabronirovali?
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Net.

Ofitsiantka K sozhaleniyu, seychas svobodnyh stolikov net. Prihodite
cherez chas.

English
Unlucky Kevin Hello, I'd like to have dinner.
Waitress Have you booked?
Unlucky Kevin No.
Waitress I'm afraid there are no free tables at the moment. Can

you come in an hour?

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

Ya hotel by... I'd like...
pouzhinat' to have dinner, supper

to book
k sojaleniyu unfortunately, I'm afraid
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svobodnyy free, available
stolik a table (in a restaurant), a

small table
prihodit' to come
cherez in (about time), through
chas an hour, o'clock

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"She'd like to live here."
"We'd like to book a room."
"I'd like to meet (get to know) her."
"Let's have dinner here."
"We had dinner at home."
"I need to book a room."
"I'd like to book a table for two."

"We have booked the plane tickets."

"I'm afraid I can't help you."
"Unfortunately, the shop is closed
today."
"Is this table available?"
"It's a free country."
"There was a coffee table in front of the
sofa."
"Don't come here anymore."
"Come to see us!" (plural or formal)
"He often comes here."
"I'll be twenty in a year."
"Can you call back in five minutes?"

"The film lasts two hours."
"Can you tell me the time?"
"It's eight o'clock  now."
"She'd like to live here."
"We'd like to book a room."
"I'd like to meet (get to know) her."
"Let's have dinner here."
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"We had dinner at home."
"I need to book a room."
"I'd like to book a table for two."

"We have booked the plane tickets."

"I'm afraid I can't help you."
"Unfortunately, the shop is closed
today."
"Is this table available?"
"It's a free country."
"There was a coffee table in front of the
sofa."
"Don't come here anymore."
"Come to see us!" (plural or formal)
"He often comes here."
"I'll be twenty in a year."
"Can you call back in five minutes?"

"The film lasts two hours."
"Can you tell me the time?"
"It's eight o'clock  now."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson Is Adjectives in the Genitive Case.

"I'm afraid there are no free tables at the moment." 

Like nouns and pronouns, adjectives in Russian change depending on the noun
they refer to. For example, if the noun is in the accusative case, the adjective will
also be in the accusative case. However, adjectives don't have the same endings
as nouns. Today, we are going to learn how to decline adjectives in the genitive
case.

Declension: Masculine

You already know that the endings for masculine nouns in the genitive case are
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-a or -

For Example:

1.  . 
"The teacher doesn't have a cat." 

Let's add some adjectives to the sentence.

For Example:

1.   
"My teacher doesn't have a big cat." 

As you can see, the endings for masculine adjectives in the genitive case are -
 or - .

For Example: 

1.  
Ona iz moego goroda.
"She is from my city." 

2.  
U menya net etogo telefona.
"I don't have this phone number."

Declension: Feminine

The endings for feminine nouns in the genitive case are -

For Example:

1.
"She is from a village." 

LC: B_S2L18_110309         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-11-03

109



6

���������
	���
�
�������������� ��	���� �����! ��"
#�$


Let's add an adjective:

For Example:

1.  
"She's from a small village." 

The endings for feminine adjectives in the genitive case are -  or - .

For Example: 

1.   
U moey babushki net holodnoy vody.
"My grandmother doesn't have any cold water." 

2.  
Oni iz nashey shkoly.
"They are from our school."

Declension: Plural

The endings for plural adjectives in the genitive case are -  or - .

For Example: 

1.   
U moih druzey net malen'kih detey.
"My friends don't have any little children." 

2.  
My zhivyom nedaleko ot nashih roditeley.
"We live not far from our parents."

To sum up:
Gender Endings Russian Romanization "English"
Masculine - My zhivyom "We live
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or Neuter - vozle bol'shogo
magazina.

near a big
shop."

Feminine - Bank naprotiv
avtobusnoy
ostanovki.

"The bank
is
opposite
the bus
stop."

Plural - U moih roditeley
est' sobaka.

"My
parents
have a
dog."

Pronunciation Tip 

 We pronounce 
case  maevo, bal'shova: -
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Ofitsiantka Chto vy budete zakazyvat'?
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Ya budu kuritsu s tsvetnoy kapustoy i blinchiki s
klubnichnym konfityurom.

Ofitsiantka K sozhaleniyu, kuritsy segodnya net.
Nevezutchiy
Kevin

Togda ya voz'mu losos'.

English
Waitress What would you like to order?
Unlucky Kevin I'll have chicken with cauliflower and pancakes with

strawberry jam.
Waitress I'm afraid we have no chicken today.
Unlucky Kevin Then I'll have salmon.

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

zakazyvat' to order
kuritsa chicken

tsvetnaya kapusta cauliflower
blinchik a pancake (with a filling)

klubnichnyy strawberry
konfityur jam
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togda then
vzyat' to take
losos' salmon

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"He always orders pasta."
"We often order books by Internet. "

"Do you like chicken?"
"The hen laid an egg."
"I don't like cauliflower salad."

"We bought some cauliflower at the
market."
"Do you like pancakes with meat?"
"I made pancakes with potatoes."
"Buy a strawberry cake, please."
"I'll order strawberry ice cream."
"My daughter doesn't like peach jam."

"She bought a jar of strawberry jam."

"Have you bought everything? Then let's
go home."
"What did you do then?"
"Have you taken everything?"
"Take the bag, please."
"This dish is made from salmon."
"I don't often buy salmon."
"He always orders pasta."
"We often order books by Internet. "

"Do you like chicken?"
"The hen laid an egg."
"I don't like cauliflower salad."

"We bought some cauliflower at the
market."
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"Do you like pancakes with meat?"
"I made pancakes with potatoes."
"Buy a strawberry cake, please."
"I'll order strawberry ice cream."
"My daughter doesn't like peach jam."

"She bought a jar of strawberry jam."

"Have you bought everything? Then let's
go home."
"What did you do then?"
"Have you taken everything?"
"Take the bag, please."
"This dish is made from salmon."
"I don't often buy salmon."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson Is Adjectives in the Instrumental Case.

"I'll have the chicken with cauliflower and the pancakes with strawberry
jam." 

As you already know, adjectives in Russian have different endings in different
cases. Today we are going to learn how to decline adjectives in the instrumental
case. You might remember that we usually use the instrumental case after the
following prepositions:
Russian "English"

"with"
"between"
"in front of"
"behind"

Declension: Masculine

The endings for masculine adjectives in the instrumental case are - or -
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For Example: 

1.  
Ya zhivu s moim bratom.
"I live with my brother." 

2.  
Ya lublu chay s chyornym shokoladom.
"I like tea with black chocolate."

Declension: Feminine

The endings for feminine adjectives in the instrumental case are -  or - .

For Example: 

1.  
Nash dom za avtobusnoy ostanovkoy.
"Our house is behind the bus stop." 

2.  
On igrayet s nashey koshkoy.
"He plays with our cat."

Declension: Plural

The endings for plural adjectives in the instrumental case are -  or - .

For Example: 

1.  
Ya zhivu s moimi roditelyami.
"I live with my parents." 

2.  
Oni p'yut vodku s solyonymi ogurtsami.
"They drink vodka with pickled cucumbers."

To sum up:
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Gender Endings  Russian Romanization "English
"

Masculine
or Neuter

- Ty zhivyosh' s
tvoim otsom?

"Do you
live with
your
father?"

Feminine - Shkola
nahoditsya za
avtobusnoy
ostanovkoy.

"The
school is
behind
the bus
stop."

Plural -
-

Ya lublu sup s
belymi gribami.

"I like
soup with
ceps."
(literally
"white
mushroo
ms")
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Formal Russian

***************************************************************************

(

Formal Romanization
Muzhchina Zdravstvuyte, my hoteli by pouzhinat'.
Ofitsiantka Da, konechno. Vot tam yest' svobodnyy stolik.
Zhenshchina Vozle razbitogo okna?
Ofitsiantka K sozhaleniyu, vse ostal'nye stoliki zanyaty.
*************************************************************************
Zhenshchina
(muzhchine)

Yesli by ty zabroniroval, my ne sideli by mezhdu razbitym
oknom i tualetom.

English
Man Hello, we would like to have dinner.
Waitress Yes, of course. There's a free table over there.
Woman Near the broken window?
Waitress I'm afraid all the other tables are taken.
*********************************************************************
Woman (to the
man)

If you had booked, we wouldn't be sitting between the
broken window and the toilet!

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

pouzhinat' to have dinner, supper
vot tam over there
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svobodnyy free, available
stolik a table (in a restaurant), a

small table
razbityy broken

window
vse ostal'nye all the other

zanyat (zanyata, zanyato,
zanyaty)

occupied, busy

to book
sidet' to sit

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"Let's have dinner here."
"We had dinner at home."
"Where's the exit? - Over there."
"The toilet is over there."
"Is this table available?"
"It's a free country."
"There was a coffee table in front of the
sofa."
"It was a car with a broken windscreen."

"We threw away the broken cup."
"Look out the window!"
"The window is closed."
"All the other children have left."
"Where are all the others?"
"The toilet is occupied."
"Marina is busy today."
"I need to book a room."
"I'd like to book a table for two."

"We have booked the plane tickets."

"We always sit at this table."
"The child was sitting on his lap."
"Let's have dinner here."
"We had dinner at home."
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"Where's the exit? - Over there."
"The toilet is over there."
"Is this table available?"
"It's a free country."
"There was a coffee table in front of the
sofa."
"It was a car with a broken windscreen."

"We threw away the broken cup."
"Look out the window!"
"The window is closed."
"All the other children have left."
"Where are all the others?"
"The toilet is occupied."
"Marina is busy today."
"I need to book a room."
"I'd like to book a table for two."

"We have booked the plane tickets."

"We always sit at this table."
"The child was sitting on his lap."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson Is to Review the Grammar of Lessons 16 - 19 

"There's a free table over there."

In this lesson, we are going to review the last four lessons. We will talk about
using the genitive and instrumental cases after prepositions of place. Then we
will follow that up by showing you how to describe unreal (hypothetical situations)
in Russian. We will have a lot of ground to get covered, so let's get started!

The Genitive Case After Prepositions of Place

"Near the broken window?"
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Some prepositions of place in Russian are followed by the genitive case.

For Example:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Please note the endings in the Genitive Case:

Masculine and Neuter Nouns
-

For Example:

Feminine Nouns
-

For Example:

More Masculine and Feminine Examples: 

1. Masculine:

My zhivyom nedaleko ot bol'shogo goroda.
"We live not far from a big city."

2. Feminine:

Bankomat nahoditsya sleva ot avtobusnoy ostanovki.
"The cash machine is to the left of the bus stop."
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The Instrumental Case After Prepositions of Place
...
"...between the broken window and the toilet."

Some prepositions of place in Russian are followed by the instrumental case.

For Example:

1.
2.
3.

The endings in the instrumental case are:

Masculine and Neuter Nouns
-  or - for adjectives and -  or -  for nouns

For Example:
  means "in front of my house."

Feminine Nouns
-  or -  for adjectives and  - or -  for nouns

For Example:
 means "behind the bus stop."

More Masculine and Feminine Examples: 

1. Masculine:

Bankomat mezhdu nashim domom i bankom.
"The cash machine is between our block and the bank."

2. Feminine:

Podozhdi menya pered avtobusnoy ostanovkoy.
"Wait for me in front of the bus stop."
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Conditionals That Describe Unreal Situations

"If you had booked, we wouldn't be sitting between the broken window
and the toilet!"

We use this type of sentences to talk about unreal (hypothetical) situations. In
such sentences, you use 
sentence. The position of 
the "if" part, and directly after or before the verb in the second part.

Examples: 

1.
Yesli by u menya bylo mnogo deneg, ya kupila by doroguyu machinu.
"If I had a lot of money, I'd buy an expensive car." 

2.
Yesli by on ne zabyl pozvonit' mne, ya smogla by priyti.
"If he hadn't forgotten to call me, I'd have been able to come."
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Po-moemu, eta ryba ne ochen' svezhaya, potomu chto u
neyo strannyy vkus. I zapah tozhe strannyy.

Ofitsiantka Eto iz-za spetsiy. V ney mnogo spetsiy, poetomu takoy
zapah.

English
Unlucky Kevin I think this fish is not very fresh because it tastes strange.

And it also smells strange.
Waitress It's because of the spices. There are a lot of spices in it,

that's why it smells like this.

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

po-moyemu I think, to my mind
ryba fish

svezhiy fresh
strannyy strange

vkus a taste
zapah a smell

spetsiya a spice
takoy (takaya, takoye,

takiye)
such, so

LC: B_S2L21_112409         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-11-24

126



3

���������
	���
�
�������������� ��	���� �����! ��"
#�$


Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"I think it's a good idea."
"I think he is right."
"There is a lot of fish in this river."
"Do you like fish?"
"I adore fresh bread."
"Is it a fresh newspaper?"
"He wears strange clothes."
"Katya has strange friends."
"I don't like this taste."
"She has a great taste in clothes."
"I like the smell of hay."
"What a nice smell!"
"There are a lot of spices in this dish."
"Don't forget to buy the spices."
"Natasha is so beautiful!"
"It's such a nice day today!"
"I think it's a good idea."
"I think he is right."
"There is a lot of fish in this river."
"Do you like fish?"
"I adore fresh bread."
"Is it a fresh newspaper?"
"He wears strange clothes."
"Katya has strange friends."
"I don't like this taste."
"She has a great taste in clothes."
"I like the smell of hay."
"What a nice smell!"
"There are a lot of spices in this dish."
"Don't forget to buy the spices."
"Natasha is so beautiful!"
"It's such a nice day today!"

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is Conjunctions of Cause.
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"It's because of the spices. There are a lot of spices in it, that's why it
smells like this."

We use conjunctions of cause to link two parts of a sentence, one of which gives
the cause for the other. Here are some examples of conjunctions of cause in
Russian:

1.  
2.
3.

The difference between 
"because" and "so" in English.

because it's a beautiful city." 

city, so I like it." 
result.

We use both 
beginning.

For Example:

1.
Ya govoryu eto potomu chto ya lublu tebya.
"I'm saying this because I love you."

2.  
On rabotayet zdes', poetomu ya chasto vizhu ego.
"He works here so I often see him."
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and is usually followed by a noun or a pronoun in the
genitive case.

For Example:

1.
Match otmenili iz-za plohoy pogody.
"The match was canceled because of the bad weather." 

2.
My proigrali iz-za tebya.
"We lost because of you."

Examples From This Lesson

Examples from this dialogue: 

1.
Po-moemu, eta ryba ne ochen' svezhaya, potomu chto u neyo strannyy
vkus.
"I think this fish is not very fresh because it tastes strange."

2.
V ney mnogo spetsiy, poetomu takoy      zapah.
"There are a lot of spices in it, that's why it smells like this."

3.
Eto iz-za spetsiy.
"It's because of the spices."
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Natasha, izvini, ya ne mogu k tebe zayti segodnya. Ya
uzhasno sebya chuvstvuyu. Ya dumayu, eto
vcherashnyaya ryba v restorane.

Natasha Oy, kak zhalko! Mojet byt', poyti v polikliniku, k vrachu?

English
Unlucky Kevin Natasha, I'm sorry, I can't drop in on you today. I feel

horrible. I think it's yesterday's fish in the restaurant.
Natasha Oh, what a pity! Maybe you should go to a health center,

to a doctor?

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

zayti to drop in, to drop by, to
visit (a friend)

uzhasno horrible, horribly, awful,
awfully

chuvstvovat' sebya to feel (about health)
vcherashniy yesterday's
Kak zhalko! What a shame!

poyti to go
poliklinika a health center

vrach doctor
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Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"I'll drop in on Natasha tomorrow."
"I need to drop by a shop."
"Can you come to see me today?"
"It's horrible!"
"I'm awfully tired."
"How do you feel?"
"I feel great!"
"It's yesterday's newspaper."
"I threw away yesterday's bread."
"What a shame that I can't help him."
"What a shame that she's never seen
the sea."
"Would you like to go there? - Not
really."
"The day after tomorrow, I'm going to a
doctor."
"There's a large health center near our
house."
"Did you go to the health center?"
"Yesterday, we went to a doctor."
"He works as a doctor."
"I'll drop in on Natasha tomorrow."
"I need to drop by a shop."
"Can you come to see me today?"
"It's horrible!"
"I'm awfully tired."
"How do you feel?"
"I feel great!"
"It's yesterday's newspaper."
"I threw away yesterday's bread."
"What a shame that I can't help him."
"What a shame that she's never seen
the sea."
"Would you like to go there? - Not
really."
"The day after tomorrow, I'm going to a
doctor."
"There's a large health center near our
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house."
"Did you go to the health center?"
"Yesterday, we went to a doctor."
"He works as a doctor."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is Using Prepositions 

"Maybe you should go to a health center, to a doctor?" 

In Russian, prepositions 
Which one to use?

There's a simple rule to help you:

1. We use while talking about going to a place: 
going to school."

2. We use while talking about going to a person:  means "I'm
going to my mother."

 

Using 

When 
you, in the accusative case, masculine, neuter, and plural nouns don't change.
Feminine nouns will change from -

Sample Sentences

1.
Ya idu v bol'nitsu.
"I'm going to hospital."
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On idyot v bank.
"He's going to the bank."

Using 

We use the dative case after 
is -

Sample Sentences

1.
Poydyom k Marine.
"Let's go to Marina." 

2.
My hodili k Viktoru.
"We went to Victor's."
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Vrach Chto Vas bespokoit?
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

U menya bolit zhivot i menya toshnit. Ya dumayu, ya
otravilsya.

Vrach Razden'tes', pozhaluysta, ya Vas osmotryu.

English
Doctor What seems to be the problem?
Unlucky Kevin I have a stomachache and I feel sick. I think it's food

poisoning.
Doctor Could you take your clothes off, please; I'll examine you.

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

bespokoit' to bother, to worry, to ail
bolet' to hurt
zhivot stomach

Menya toshnit. I feel sick. / I feel
nauseous.

razdet'sya to get undressed, to take
off one's clothes

otravit'sya to get a food poisoning
osmotret' to examine
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Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"His liver bothers him."
"It doesn't bother me."
"Where do you hurt?"
"Marina's feet hurt."
"I have a backache."
"She often has stomachaches."
"My stomach is too big."
"Are you feeling sick?"
"He always feels sick in a car."
"Take off your clothes, it's hot."
"She got undressed quickly."
"What caused your food poisoning?"
"The dog was poisoned."
"The doctor examined me and didn't
find anything wrong."
"We visited the museum."
"His liver bothers him."
"It doesn't bother me."
"Where do you hurt?"
"Marina's feet hurt."
"I have a backache."
"She often has stomachaches."
"My stomach is too big."
"Are you feeling sick?"
"He always feels sick in a car."
"Take off your clothes, it's hot."
"She got undressed quickly."
"What caused your food poisoning?"
"The dog was poisoned."
"The doctor examined me and didn't
find anything wrong."
"We visited the museum."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is the Imperative Form of Reflexive Verbs.
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"Could you take your clothes off, please; I'll examine you" 

We use the imperative in Russian to ask or tell someone to do something. It isn't
impolite to use the imperative form with people you don't know. If you add

In an informal situation (if you use 
ends in -

For Example:

1. ... - "tell..."
2. ... - "repeat..."
3.
4.
5.

The verbs ending in -
-
ending you should use by learning it!

In a formal situation, or when we speak to more than one person, we take the
informal imperative form and add -

For Example:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Reflexive Verbs 

Forming the imperative form of reflexive verbs is similar; you just need to follow
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some simple steps to do it correctly. Let's take ("to sit down") as an
example. To form the imperative form of 

1. Drop the suffix -
2. Put 

formal.
3. If the result ends in a vowel, add -

-

Result: informal) or formal)

Examples:

1.
Prosypaysya!
"Wake up!" (informal)

2.
Ulybnites', pozhaluysta.
"Smile, please." (formal or plural)
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Natasha Nu kak ty?
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

Luchshe. My mozhem vstretit'sya segodnya?

Natasha Net, segodnya ne poluchitsya. Ya idu v kino s drugom.
Nevezuchiy
Kevin

A zavtra?

Natasha Zavtra ya yedu na dachu. Izvini.

English
Natasha So, how are you?
Unlucky Kevin Better. Can we meet today?
Natasha No, it isn't possible today. I'm going to the movies with a

friend.
Unlucky Kevin And tomorrow?
Natasha Tomorrow, I'm going to the dacha. I'm sorry.

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

nu well, so
Kak ty? How are you? (informal)
luchshe better
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poluchit'sya to work (out), to turn out,
to be possible

kino a movies theater, the
cinema

dacha a dacha, a country house,
a summer cottage

vstretit'sya to meet

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"So what?"
"Well, okay."
"So, how are you today?"
"How is Marina?"
"Dad is feeling better today."
"This restaurant is better than that one."
"We wanted to finish today, but it didn't
work out."
"Don't worry; you'll do everything fine."
"I have two tickets to the movie
theater."
"On Saturday, we're going to the
cinema."
"Have you been to his summer
cottage?"
"In the summer, we go to our country
house."
"Where can we meet?"
"Tomorrow, I'm meeting Oleg."
"So what?"
"Well, okay."
"So, how are you today?"
"How is Marina?"
"Dad is feeling better today."
"This restaurant is better than that one."
"We wanted to finish today, but it didn't
work out."
"Don't worry; you'll do everything fine."
"I have two tickets to the movie
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theater."
"On Saturday, we're going to the
cinema."
"Have you been to his summer
cottage?"
"In the summer, we go to our country
house."
"Where can we meet?"
"Tomorrow, I'm meeting Oleg."

Grammar Points
The Focus of this Lesson is Use of the Verb "to go."

"Tomorrow, I'm going to the dacha."

would one know which one to use unless they were born Russian? Today, we'll
spotlight the difference between 

We use " " when we go somewhere on foot.

For Example:

1.
"I'm going to the pharmacy."

We use 

For Example:

1.
"Tomorrow, I'm going to Moscow."

Conjugation: The Verb 
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We conjugate the verb 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Please, note that the past tense of this verb is very irregular:

1.
2.
3.

Sample Sentences: 

1.
Zavtra my idyom v park.
"Tomorrow, we are going to the park." 

2.
Vchera shol dozhd'.
"Yesterday, it rained."

Conjugation: The Verb 

Here is the conjugation of the verb 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

LC: B_S2L24_121509         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-12-15

144



6

���������
	���
�
�������������� ��	���� �����! ��"
#�$


The past tense of 

1.
2.
3.

Sample Sentences: 

1.
Zavtra Marina yedet v Kiev.
"Tomorrow, Marina is going to Kiev." 

2.
Poyezd yedet ochen' bystro.
"The train is going very fast."

Examples From This Lesson

1.
Ya idu v kino s drugom.
"I'm going to the movies with a friend." 

2.
Zavtra ya yedu na dachu.
"Tomorrow, I'm going to the dacha."

Language Expansion

 I. Please note that you do not use 
regularly. In this case, you use 
if you go somewhere by car or other transport.

For Example:

1.
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"I go to the cinema every Sunday."
-

"We go to Moscow every year."

II. To say "it's raining," you need the verb 

For Example:

1.
"It's raining now."

 

Cultural Insight
You'd Be Surprised Where You Can Find a Russian Dacha!

The word 
cottages in the country, usually with a garden. They can be any size and level of
comfort, from an old van to a luxury mansion. As soon as the weather gets a bit
warmer, lots of people who live and work in big cities start going to dachas every
weekend, which creates impressive traffic jams on Friday evenings!
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Formal Russian

Formal Romanization
Anna Kak ty?
Erik Uzhasno. Ochen

eto gripp.
Anna Svinoy?
Erik Nadeyus
Anna Ty hodil k vrachu?
Erik Net, ya idu tuda zavtra. Segodnya vsyo zakryto iz-za

prazdnika. A ty kak?
Anna Horosho. My segodnya yedem na dachu, potomu chto

pogoda horoshaya.

English
Anna How are you?
Erik Horrible. I feel really bad. I think it
Anna The swine flu?
Erik I hope not.
Anna Have you been to a doctor?
Erik No, I'm going there tomorrow. Everything is closed today

because of the holiday. And how are you?
Anna Fine. Today, we are going to the dacha because the
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weather is good.

Vocabulary
Russian Romanization English

uzhasno horrible, horribly, awful,
awfully

chuvstvovat' sebya to feel (about health)
po-moyemu I think, to my mind

( (svinoy) gripp (swine) flu
nadeyat'sya to hope

zakryt (zakryta, zakryto,
zakryty)

closed

praznik holiday
pogoda weather

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
"It's horrible!"
"I'm awfully tired."
"How do you feel?"
"I feel great!"
I think it's a good idea.
I think he is right.
"She's down with the flu."
"He has the swine flu."
We hope that everything will be okay.
I hope that he won't forget about it.
"The window is closed."
"The shop is closed today."
"Happy holiday!"
"New Year's is my favorite holiday."
"What will the weather be like
tomorrow?"
"The weather is not very good today."
"It's horrible!"
"I'm awfully tired."
"How do you feel?"
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"I feel great!"
I think it's a good idea.
I think he is right.
"She's down with the flu."
"He has the swine flu."
We hope that everything will be okay.
I hope that he won't forget about it.
"The window is closed."
"The shop is closed today."
"Happy holiday!"
"New Year's is my favorite holiday."
"What will the weather be like
tomorrow?"
"The weather is not very good today."

Grammar Points
The Focus of This Lesson is to Review the Grammar of Lessons 21 - 24. 

"Today everything is closed because of the holiday."

I. Conjunctions of Cause

Here are some examples of conjunctions of cause in Russian:

1.  
2.
3.

The difference between 
"because" and "so" in English. 
by a noun or a pronoun in the genitive case. 

For Example: 

1.
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Ya ustal, potomu chto ya mnogo rabotal.
"I'm tired because I worked a lot."

-

Moya mashina byla ochen' staraya, poetomu ya kupil novuyu.
"My car was very old, so I bought a new one."

-

Ya opozdal iz-za nego.
"I was late because of him."

II. Prepositions 

"Have you been to a doctor?"

We use 
to a person. When 
use the dative case after 

For Example: 

1.
Ya idu v bol'nitsu.
"I'm going to hospital." 

2.
On idyot k Anne.
"He's going to Anna."

III. Verbs 

"No, I'm going there tomorrow."

We use 
somewhere by car or any other means of transport.

For Example: 

LC: B_S2L25_122409         © www.RussianPod101.com - All Rights Reserved          2009-12-24

151



6

���������
	���
�
�������������� ��	���� �����! ��"
#�$


1.
Zavtra my idyom v teatr.
"Tomorrow, we are going to the theater." 

2.
On yedet v Moskvu na sleduyushchey nedele.
"He's going to Moscow next week."
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