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Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English��������� ���������


kon'nichi wa hello���
	 ���
	
watashi I, me�
���� 	�� �
���� 	��


hajimemashite Nice to meet you.����� �����
d ����� please��� 	��������
	 �� ��� 	����������
	 


� yoroshiku onegai


shimasu


Nice to meet you.


Vocabulary Sample Sentences
�� 
! ��"
����������#


Hello, everyone.���
	 ��$
%�&�'
(�)�*���#
I'm a counselor.����������#��
���� 	�� #
Hello. Nice to meet you.+�,�-�. *���# ����� ��� 	�� #
I'm Taro's mother. Please be nice to me./�0 +�, *���# ��� 	����������
	 ���#
I'm Taro Tanaka. It's a pleasure to meet


you.�� 
! ��"
����������#
Hello, everyone.���
	 ��$
%�&�'
(�)�*���#
I'm a counselor.����������#��
���� 	�� #
Hello. Nice to meet you.+�,�-�. *���# ����� ��� 	�� #
I'm Taro's mother. Please be nice to me./�0 +�, *���# ��� 	����������
	 ���#
I'm Taro Tanaka. It's a pleasure to meet


you.


Grammar Points


Basic Bootcamp #1: Self Introduction/Basic Greetings 


The Focus of This Lesson is to Teach You Some Japanese Essentials to Get You


Speaking Right from Your First Lesson. 


Today's phrases are used when we introduce ourselves:


A:
����������#��
���� 	�� #�1�� /�0 *���#


A: Kon'nichi wa. Hajimemashite. Watashi wa Tanaka desu.


A: "Hello. Nice to meet you. My name is Tanaka." 
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B:
1�������*���# ��� 	��������
	 ���#


B: Watashi wa Suzuki desu. Yoroshiku o-negai shimasu.


B: "My name is Suzuki. Nice to meet you."


Vocabulary and Lesson Notes


���������
Kon'nichi wa


This phrase is the Japanese equivalent of "hello" and can be used at any time of


day.


���
	
Watashi


The word watashi (
���
	���������	�
������ �� ����������������
���� ��� ������������� ������ ������� � ��
���	��


females to refer to themselves.�
wa


"Wa" is a particle that follows the topic you are going to be talking about (often


called the topic marking particle). Think of it as the equivalent to "as for" in


English.


*��
Desu


This word is called a copula and refers to one type of "to be" verb. In the above


conversation, we showed the construction as watashi wa [name] desu (
���
	 �


[name]
*������ ��	���������
�� 	������������


Desu will always come at the end of a sentence.


For more information on the copula, please see Conjugation Lesson #1.


�
���� 	��
Hajimemashite


This phrase means "nice to meet you," and we use it when meeting someone for the


first time. We often follow this phrase with the next one.


��� 	��������
	 ��
Yoroshiku onegai shimasu


We often use this phrase when meeting people for the first time. There is no


English equivalent, but literally, this phrase roughly translates to, "Please look


favorably upon me." Using this phrase shows respect for the person you are


meeting, and also indicates that you are looking forward to a good relationship
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with them. Whether you are meeting one person or fifty, using this phrase will


make a great impression.


To make this phrase even more polite, you can attach the word d�����  ( ��������� � �����
beginning to create D����� � ���� 
�������� � 	���������
���������
��  ( ����� ��� 	��������
	 �� ������	
the other hand, if you are speaking to someone who is much lower in status than


yourself, you can shorten this phrase to simply yoroshiku (
��� 	������


Names in Japanese


 In Japanese, we give our full names by saying or writing our last name before our


first name. In formal situations, it is common for people to introduce themselves


using their full name or only their last name. When addressing other people you


are not familiar with or are higher than you in status, it is important to attach


the suffix san (
! � ��� � �������  	����������������  ����� � � � � �������  � 	 � ��� � ����������� san (


! � �
to your own name!
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