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Introduction

This is Innovative Language Learning.

Go to InnovativeLanguage.com/audiobooks to get the lesson notes for this course and sign up

for your FREE lifetime account.

In this 25-lesson book, you will learn all about Yojijukugo: Japanese 4 character compound words and idioms.
Whether you’re an advanced Japanese student or want to start learning Japanese today, this series is the perfect
place to begin learning kanji or refine your use of kanji through these character compounds.

Great for Japanese learners of all levels!

The lesson starts with the Japanese blog, which is all in Japanese and at native speed.

Finally, practice what you have learned with the review track

Before starting the lessons, go to InnovativeLanguage.com/audiobooks to get the lesson notes

for this course and sign up for your FREE lifetime account.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUF2hEE) (1) RN B

Kana HIHEAL ED

Roma ji akusen kutou
Meaning hard fight, hard-fought battle, uphill
struggle
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
DU - A il R i Eil
Kana < A < L9
Roma ji aku sen ku to
Meaning bad battle suffering fight
*Usage

It can be used to mean struggling with mental challenges or physical challenges.

It’s usually used as a compound verb with suru, “akusen kuto suru CGEHR R 5).”
It can be also used as a noun, as in “akusen kutd no sue (GEFRERIDOAK ; as a
result of an uphill struggle).”

% Sample Sentences

HARF— A%, HEZMHETFICER SR Lz,
Nihon chimu wa, Chtgoku o aite ni akusenkutdo shita.
The Japanese team had a tough game against the Chinese team.

M B ORR T, FATECF ORISR L7z,
Kino no shiken de, watashi wa stgaku no mondai ni akusenkuto shita.
I had a hard time with the math exam yesterday.
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FAE, BEREROR, B TRY a2 ELZ LIRS LT,
Watashi wa, akusenkuto no sue, jibun de pasokon o tsukuru koto ni seiko shita.
After a lot of problems, I finally succeeded in building a PC by myself.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PU~-#4&h) (2) PLLME L

Kana WLATALA

Roma ji ishindenshin

Meaning heart—to—heart communication, thought
transference, communicating without
words, “telepathy”

1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
DU “F2AGE I\ > Az Lo
Kana A LA T A LA
Roma ji i shin den shin
Meaning by means of heart/mind transmit heart/mind

*History, definition, similar expression, etc.

It literally means “by means of mind, transmit the mind” and it expresses the idea
of “to convey what you are thinking without saying anything.”

* Usage

It is often used with the copula, as in “ishindenshin da”, “ishindenshin no
[noun]” or “ishindenshin de —.”

* [someone] to [someone] wa ishindenshin da.

* [someone] to [someone] wa ishindenshin no [noun] da.

* ishindenshin de [verb]

% Sample Sentences
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FAX, PR X, a7z,
Watashi wa, futago no ani to wa, ishindenshin da.
My twin brother and I have a near—telepathic understanding of each other.

BEDZ v Lid, BLMs Lo,
Shinyt no Takeshi to wa, ishindenshin no naka da.
My close friend, Takeshi, and I can understand each other without saying anything.

KiFThH, LML THNDDIEELT LV,

Fafu demo, ishindenshin de wakaru no wa muzukashii.

It is hard even for husband and wife to understand each other without saying
anything.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (U5#4GE) (1) gk

Kana B RAIES &

Roma ji ichinen hokki

Meaning To make up one’ s mind strongly to
accomplish something difficult

1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
DU - A — & it i
Kana IARS Yy Eo X
Roma ji ichi nen hotsu ki
Meaning One Wish To start from Rouse

*History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

This was originally a Buddhist term which meant “to make up one’ s mind to take
refuge in the Buddha and find enlightenment” but it has now come to mean “to make
up one’ s mind with strong determination to accomplish something difficult.”

* Usage

It is usually followed by suru(95) to make a verb, as ichinen hokki suru
(—@2% 9 5). When you make up your mind to start something with determination,
you can say “ichinen hokki shite, [something] o hajimeru

(—EBELT, ~Z2ihD5).”

% Sample Sentences
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FIX, PAERRIZEAEMM Uo7, —&FE LT, ML, F#ELIckoT,
I, BLEVLETEWZEAERAVZ L Lo Tehl, WHRAIESE LT, SAE &
9L, RAZ LIZRo Tz,

Boku wa, gakusei jidai hotondo benkyo shinakatta ga, ichinen hokki shite, benkyo
shi, bengoshi ni natta.

Although I didn’ t study when I was a student, I made up my mind to study to be a
lawyer and succeeded.

R, —&BELT, B Z L, B0t ERHRNL LT,

DELIE, WHRAIFSEZ LT, EZo3b L, LHAADILWNWLREZEDY DL,
Watashi wa, ichinen hokki shite, datsusara shi, jibun no kaisha o setsuritsu
shita.

I made up my mind to quit the salaried lifestyle, and established my own company.

FADOARIE, EFRBRZIC, —&FE LT, XKEETE L,

PIEELOLHIE, TWRATZWVWL XL ZIZ, WHBRAUIFESE LT, "_NZLK VIR &L
776

Watashi no chichi wa, teinen taishoku go ni, ichinen hokki shite, beikoku ryugaku
o shita.

My father made up his mind to study in the US after he retired.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (U5#4GE) (2) — HPRSR
Kana WEHLY X HHA
Roma ji ichimoku ryozen
Meaning Obvious at a glance
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji Mth Kanji
DU RAGE — H [t 7S
Kana AR5} H < Dx9H A
Roma ji ichi moku ryo zen
Meaning One Eve Clear Well

*History, Definition, Similar Expression, etc.

Ichimoku(—H) means “to take a glance.”



JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

”

Ryozen (BE5R) means “to be obvious.

A similar expression is “meimei hakuhaku(BAH{H H)” which means “very obvious or
as plain as day.”

* Usage

It is often used in the sentence structure “—— wa ichimoku yozen da” which means
” . . . . . . ”
something is obvious or it is obvious that—-.

% Sample Sentences

ZDTZ7ERIX, BLEMERTWS DT — HBRART,

IO BESERUL. 90 BITFELPROVRTHDEDIENELEL Y X I AT,
Kono gurafu o mireba, uriagedaka ga nobite iru no wa ichimoku ryoézen da.
When you take a look at this graph, it’s obvious that our sales is growing.

WDF E R, BEEDOVNTWVDDIT— AT,
DIDIPBERTZD, H9FED2NTNDEDIENHELEL D X HEAT,
Kare no kao o mitara, uso o tsuite iru no wa ichimoku ryozen da.
It is obvious that he’s lying when you look at his face.

ZOREGHDO Y =7 A FEIX., EARMEL»— BRI,

ZFDOLEIVDADY =T P A FeHiuX, EARLIOIVOAPNELL Y x 9FAT,
Sono shohin no uebu saito o mireba, donna shohin ka ichimoku ryozen da.

When you visit that products website, you can see clearly what kind of product it
is.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PU#GE) (1) ES ey
Kana WX EHITH
Roma ji Ikitogo
Meaning to get along really well or to hit it off]
fantastically at the first meeting
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
DU - A =8 X # =
Kana A = ) =9
Roma ji i ki to [4o)
Meaning Idea Mind Throw Fit

*History, Definition, Similar Expression, etc.

Iki (&) means “mind and idea.”
Togo (#4) means “two things that completely match each other.”

It can be followed by suru (9°5) if you want to use it as a verb, as in ikitogo
suru (BXHEAET D).

% Usage, Context

This expression is used when people who are not familiar with each other get along
smoothly or find themselves kindred spirits as soon as they talk about topics
which are interesting to both of them, such as similar hobbies.

% Sample Sentences

W DBRIAE, WEROFECTEAKE LT, SE—MHIZIHEREZ RIZIfT< Z itz X,
MOLIDOBLEIEALE, REDIDIIBRLTNELITHILT, TAEVSL LIZRE W
Y RIINW ZElichholn X,

Kanojo no o—to—san to, yakyt no hanashi de ikitogéc shite, kondo issho ni yakt o mi
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ni iku koto ni natta yo.
I got along really well with my girlfriend s father, and we’ re going to see a
baseball game together next time.

HNOHBEYL, HIFXTEND, HIOTE-sTEENLZOFHTEREE LI L,
HNOLBNYL, KDBETEENL, ELODTHoTLLEENLZEDIT/RLTNEEHS>THL
7z X,

Aitsu mo ore mo, kuruma zuki da kara, hajimete atta toki kara sono hanashi de
ikitogo shita yo.

Both he and I like cars. So, when we met for the first time, we talked about that
and hit it off great.

MEH, SRABRTEEEHICEST-ANE, 90 OFETESKA LT X,

EDH, DAHARTEELEERVICTboTUELE, DVDIIRLTVNEESTH LEEL,
Kino, nomi-ya de tamatama tonari ni suwatta hito to, tsuri no hanashi de ikitogod
shita yo.

I talked about fishing with someone who happened to sit next to me at the bar
yesterday, and we hit it off right away.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PHEEAEE) (2) SR(ER/M
Kana WELXobA
Roma ji ikishochin
Meaning be depressed, downhearted
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
DU - BhaE = X M5! o
Kana A = L9 HA
Roma ji il ki sho chin
Meaning idea mind extinguish sink

*History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

Tki (&%) literally means “mind and idea.”
Shochin (JH¥:) literally means “something disappears and sinks.”

Tkishochin (BE&JNIL) means “to lose one’ s enthusiasm and get depressed.”
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It can be followed by suru (9°5%) to make up a verb, as ikishochin suru

ERHIET 5).
% Usage, Situation

This expression is often used when someone had motivation or energy to do
something, but something happened that made him/her discouraged or depressed, and
they lost their enthusiasm completely.

% Sample Sentences

Wi, RFEONFHRBRICE S T, To00) BXIHEUL L TWED,

DIE, OB DIZw IR LITAICEHLT, §o000nELEI>»BALTND,
Kare wa, daigaku no nytugaku shiken ni ochite, sukkari ikishochin shite iru.

He failed the university entrance examination, and now he is really depressed.

s CEIEoT=DIZ, WiEAITLEBER->T, b I EBEXMEILE L,
MTEIESTDIZ, EXLLTAZTLERST, BIHINELEIBATLL,
Kateso datta noni, gyakuten make shichatte, mo ikishochin da yo.

We almost won, but lost it at the end. I'm feeling so low.

HEBIX, —AEBRGAE L LB IR LT, BAMIELTWS,

TAIE, Wo LEYTFADNE IV LESENTAIZLSIEWNWLT, WELEIBALTY
Do

Goro wa, isshokenmei yoi shita purezen ni shippai shite, ikishochin site iru.

Goro failed in his presentation although he’ d been working on it so hard. So,
he’ s really depressed.

% O0ther Information :
Opposite Expression: B&x#x (W& X9 X9, exaltedly, in high spirits)

oix, ZERSTERBL, BEXSGL L HL~RoTE T,

PILHIE, FAZLK WDV TWI LEY9 L, WEXHI XL L~ 2o TET,
Karera wa, zenkoku taikai de yusho shi, ikiyoyo to jimoto e kaette kita.

They won the national championship and came back home triumphant!
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUF#AGE) (1) —E—&

Kana o LAV T2

Roma ji Isshin ittai

Meaning One step forward and two steps back, go
back and forth

1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
Today’ s PUFBAGE hE — B
Kana AR LA AR 7=
Roma ji [tsu Shin [tsu Tai
Meaning One Advance One Retreat

*History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

Isshin(—H£) : One step forward
Ittai (—38) : One step backward
Shin (#£; Advance) ©& Tai (GE; Retreat)

Similar Expression:

—E—F o &x bW, ikki ichiya

It means that “be glad and sad by turns every time situation changes.”
# (joy) © % (grieve)

*Usage

This phrase is used when medical conditions or the situation of game or battle is
getting better and worse or vacillates.
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REDOFRIRIE. —HE—IB T, ZLTE2RW,

Haha no bycjo wa,

isshin ittai de, anshin dekinai.

Since my mother’ s condition has been getting better and worse, we can’t relax.

AT, —E—IBT, EH00BBO00NLR,

Shiai wa,

isshin ittai de,

dochira ga katsu ka wakaranai.

The two teams go back and forth at each other, and we can’ t see which team is
going to win the game.

PRAm IS — B E2 0 IR L TW5D,
Kabuka wa isshin ittai o kurikaeshite iru.
The share price is keeps going up and down.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (TUE#GE) (2) —R—%

Kana Wob X IHINoTlm A

Roma ji Iccho ittan

Meaning merits and demerits, good and bad points
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji

Today’ s PHFRAGE |— & — jil

Kana AR Hx9 A% 7o A

Roma ji itsu cho itsu tan

Meaning One Long One Short

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

Cho

(&) comes from “cho sho (&ZfT)”, which means “advantage” or “good points.”

Tan (%) comes from “tan sho (Bifr)”, which means “demerits” or “bad points.”

Cho (&) © Tan

(%)

Iccho ittan (—&K—%) literally means that if someone/something has one good

point,

it has one bad point at the same time.
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* Usage

This expression is used in a sentence like “Donna ——— ni mo iccho ittan ga aru.

(EFAR~NZHE—E—8013H5)” which means “every —— has merits and demerits.”

% Sample Sentences

EARNCS —E—RNH 5,
Donna hito ni mo iccho ittan ga aru.
Every person has good and bad points.

EDOHAZIZb—E—ENH - T, IHLNR,
Dono kamera ni mo iccho ittan ga atte, kimerarenai.
Each camera has good and bad points, and it’s hard to choose one.

FORIZH —R—HN DD,
Dono an ni mo iccho ittan ga aru.
Every idea has both strong and weak points.



JapanesePod101.com
: -,

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

Yojijukugo

Are You Really Interested, or Is It Just Lip Service?

Grammar Points




JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with

Podcasts

Grammar Points

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PU-F2hEE) (1) B IRt 2

Kana XxroALALA

Roma ji Kyomishinshin

Meaning highly interested / with great interest /|

with much interest
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji

I A B ik T %

Kana ) e LA LA

Roma ji Kyo mi shin shin

Meaning Interest Taste Port Repetition of
Kanji

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

The character of ® means “bay” or “harbor,” and by using ¥t in double, #Ht% means

” . . . ”
water springs up again and again.
continuously springs up again and again.”

So

, BUIRH % essentially means “interest

* Usage

It is often used with de attached and used as an adverbial phrase which is ”

kyomishinshin de” (BBEHEA T).

For example, “kyomishinshin de kiku”

(LR 2 T <5 to listen with much interest), or “kyomishinshin de yomu”
(BlkHE 2 THede; to read with much interest).

Also, you can use such a sentence structure as ”[someone] wa [something] ni

kyomishinshin da.

about something.”

(~1ET~1ZBkHEE 2 72, )” which means “someone is very curious
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It can also be written as BHBEHELEE, without using %4 which means repetition of
kanji.

% Sample Sentences

THEEIL, T O BLIkH 2 TRV TV,
Kodomo—tachi wa, ucht no hanashi o kyomishinshin de kiite ita.
The kids were listening to space conversation with much interest.

AN&Z, RZ—D Iy THaE % BIKH A TH TV 5,
Hitobito wa sutd no goshippu hodo o kyomishinshin de mite iru.
People are following the star’ s gossip reports with great interest.

77 E, B DNy T ORI BlIEH A 72
Fan wa, kanojo no baggu no nakami ni kyomishinshin da.
Her fans are very curious about what she has in her bag.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PU5-#4&E) (2) fEASERE D
Kana L2Z 9 L
Roma ji Shako jirei
Meaning diplomatic remarks
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
VUG zan B iig i
Kana L% Z9 C LU
Roma ji sha ko ji rei
Meaning Company Association Term Decree

*History, definition, similar expression, etc.

It means courtesy words or greetings which people use to get along with each
other. Sometimes, it means “empty compliment or flattery” and can be used in a
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negative sense.

Shaks (£:%2Z) means “social relationship.”
Jirei (fF4) means “perfunctory or formulaic expression or phrase.”

% Sample Sentences

HNTTREFbN, T ThEE LV,

Wakai desu ne to iwareta. Shako jirei de mo ureshii.

I was told that I look young. I'm glad even though I know it’s just an empty
compliment.

HRZFES NS LIVRWR, KL TEEZ2WTEWNWTT ] 507,
Shako jirei kamo shirenai ga, kanojo wa “mata aitai desu” to itta.
I1t’ s probably just a empty promise, but she said “I want to meet you again.”

HEVEULIRPoTeN, #RFFTE L TR LI EE ST,
Amari tanoshikunakatta ga, shako jirei to shite, tanoshikatta to itta.
It wasn' t very much fun, but I told it was just to be polite.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUEEEE) (1) — W5
Kana WoXrh xroeL
Roma ji Ikkyo ryotoku
Meaning to work both ways
(= killing two birds with one
stone)
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
VU - RAGE — z5 it 5
Kana WH (Vo) = & D x> &<
Roma ji Ichi (Ittsu) Kyo Ryo Toku
Meaning One Behavior Both Gain

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etec.

Ikkyo (—%5) means “one action.”
Ryotoku ([%]4%F) means “to gain both.”

I1t’ s an expression that comes from a history book about Jin Chinese dynasty.

A similar expression is “Isseki nicho (—A )" which means “killing two birds
with one stone.”

*Usage

When you derive two kinds of benefit by doing one action, you can say ~——
wa (I%) ikkyo ryotoku (—ZMi43) da(72).”

% Sample Sentences
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ZOYT =X, IWEHOm R LD T, —ZEME7TE,

Kono tsua wa, yama to umi no ryoho ga tanoshimete, ikkyo ryotoku da.

This tour is like killing two birds with one stone because you can enjoy both the

mountains and the sea.

ST SRR, B LR TN T, AR |
Eigo de manabu ryori-kyoshitsu wa, eigo mo ryori mo ichido ni manabete, ikkyo ryotoku da ne!
Cooking school taught in English works both for learning English and cooking.

T4 —Ya—id, BOLWEEAZRRRR L, a —NALNT, —EWEE,
Deindsho wa, oishii ryori o tabenagara, sho ga mirarete, ikkyo ryotoku da.

A dinner show is like killing two birds with one stone because you can enjoy a
show while eating delicious food.

% Other Information

Opposite Expression:

* WOMEH &9 (abu hachi torazu)

It literally means that if you try to catch a horsefly and a bee at the same
time,

you can’ t get anything.

* “RABOYEIT—REHIET (ni to o ou mono wa itto o mo ezu)
It literally means that if you try to catch two rabbits, you won’ t be able to
catch even one rabbit.

So, both of the expressions above are used to mean “between two stools you fall
to the ground.”

Today’ s Yoji jukugo (TUF#4GE) (2) —DAEL
Kana Wo LASD A
Roma ji Isshin furan
Meaning single—mindedness, deep concentra-—
tion
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
MU =FRAGE — TR A~ L

Kana WhH (WLhvo) LA BN Y.
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Roma ji Ichi (Itsu) Shin Fu Ran
Meaning One Mind Negative Disorder

% History, definition, similar expression, etc.

To concentrate single-mindedly on your work, without being distracted by other
things

Similar expression: MEFKAEH (muga muchii) which means “to be completely absorbed
in something to the extent that you could lose yourself.”

* Usage

When you do something with deep concentration, you can say “isshin furan ni --- suru.”

% Sample Sentences

ik, —DAREIC Y 2 — FOfE %A LT,
Kare wa, isshin furan ni shiito no rensyii o shita.
He concentrated single-mindedly on shooting.

FAE, TLEB AT, —OAELIZHTR LT,
Watashi wa, terebi mo mizu, isshin furan ni benkyo shita.
I studied heart and soul without watching TV.

Fix, BEIFABENT, —OARELICRZ# & kit 72,
Watashi wa, o-hiru go-han mo tabezu ni, isshin furan ni e o kaki tuduketa.
I was intensely involved in drawing pictures even without eating lunch.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUF-#GE) (1) 0 [FE
Kana WS EFoBA
Roma ji Tku Doon
Meaning unanimously
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
VU - BAGE £ i [ B
Kana W < 9 B
Roma ji I Ku Do On
Meaning Different Mouth Same Sound

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etec.

"H.0” literally means “different mouths” and it means “words said by many
people. ” 7[a7%F” literally means “same sounds” and it means “to say the same
thing.” So, "2 [F%” means “many people saying the same thing.” In this case,
even if words are not exactly the same, the meaning is the same.

* Usage

It is followed by a particle ni (IZ) and is used as a adverb, as in iku doon ni
(. OFEZIZ) which means “unanimously.”

% Sample Sentences

i, BEORBICER L,
Minna wa, iku doon ni sansei shita.
Everyone agreed unanimously.
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NEEOAGET, ZAFRFEIZ., TAEHIIHWODOE) &5 9,
Hachibei no tomodachi wa, iku doon ni, "Hachibei wa ii yatsu da" to iu.
A1l of Hachibei’s friends unanimously say “he is a good guy.”

TAEIL, BOFREIC TERRITEL1oT] LE 2T,
Kodomo-tachi wa, iku doon ni, "natsuyasumi wa tanoshikatta" to itta.
All the kids unanimously said “the summer vacation was a lot of fun.

”

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PTUFEHGE) (2) E1EATE
Kana 28938
Roma ji Uou saou
Meaning become panic-stricken /

go this way and that way

1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
VU - FAGE H 1% Voo 1%
Kana A 1* = 1*
Roma ji U Ou Sa Ou
Meaning Right Go Left Go

% History, definition, similar expression, etc.

It indicates the state in which a person is so confused or upset and their mind
is running around all all sort of directions. It can be also used as a metaphor
to express how confused people are, even if they are not actually running about

or going up and down.

*Usage

It is often used as a suru compound verb, wuousaou suru (GFEEET D).

% Sample Sentences
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M UBROSHLRL T, ELOFELEEE L,
Toire ga mitsukaranakute, biru no naka o uousaou shita.
I couldn’t find a bath room and I ran all over the building (looking for one).

HOENVKEDR, ANx T AZER L CTRELEE LT,
Ano biru kasai no toki, hitobito wa deguchi o sagashite uousaou shita.
When the building caught fire, people ran about in confusion looking for an exit.

2L, FERBEEO IO T, fHEIFEELEEL TV,

Totsuzen, shacho ga yameta node, shain wa uousaou shite ita.

Because the president of the company unexpectedly resigned, the employees were in
a state of confusion.
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Yojijukugo
Problems Coming From All Directions

Grammar Points
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Grammar Points

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PH5-ZAGE) (1) DU\ 7
Kana L<iE~-<
Roma ji Shiku hakku
Meaning to be in great trouble; to have a

lot of trouble doing something;
struggle to do something

1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
MY AGE y 5 AN i
Kana L < 6 (E-o) <
Roma ji Shi Ku Hachi (Hatsu) Ku
Meaning Four Suffering Eight Suffering

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etec.

This is originally a Buddhist term.

[PUF | means four sufferings of life "A:,” getting old "#,” sick "J%,” and
death "%E.”

[J\7] means the four sufferings above and another four sufferings ”from parting
from people who you love,” “from having to see people who you hate,” “from being
unable to get what you want” and “pain in your mind or body.”

* Usage

This is often used as a “suru” compound verb, as in ”shikuhakku suru”

(MW \E$5).

% Sample Sentences

P LWEZEOREIZ I\ Lz,
Muzukashii siigaku no mondai ni shikuhakku shita.
I had big trouble solving difficult math problems.
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aF 7 b RERTOICMENE LT,
Kontakuto renzu o sagasu no ni shikuhakku shita.
I struggled to find my contact lens.

HLOY 7 FOFEWGRS0 62T, MENE LK,
Atarashii sofuto no tsukai-kata ga wakaranakute, shikuhakku shita.
I didn’ t know how to use a new software, and I was in big trouble.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUFHEEE) (2) 5 INF
Kana LIZ2 X~
Roma ji Shiho happo
Meaning all directions
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
MU “FGE oy Vi J\ )
Kana L E39) 6 (E-) X9
Roma ji Shi Ho Hachi (Hatsu) P5
Meaning Four Direction Eight Direction

*History, definition, similar expression, etc.

[PUJ7] indicates the four directions of east (H), west (§), south (F§) and
north (4k).
[J\J7] indicates the eight directions of the four directions above and also

north east (Jt#), north west (AbVE), south east (FGH) and south west (FVH).

*Usage

It is used with particles like o (%), ni (I2), kara (7°%), like "shihé happé o
sagasu (WUJ5)\J5%¥9; to look for in all directions), or “shihé happo ni hirogaru
(WG INFHIZIRD3D; to spread out to all directions) or “shihd happé kara kuru

(MU I\ 63k 5 coming from every direction).

When it is used in a sentence expressing the situation where someone is looking
for something in all directions, you can say “shiho happo sagasu” without particle
0.
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% Sample Sentences

WHENFG () LTEN, RO,
Shiho happo (o) sagashita ga, mitsukaranai.
I can’t find it although I looked for it everywhere (in all directions).

BN T bEE-TL 5,
Teki ga shiho happo kara osotte kuru.
Enemies are attacking us from all directions.

BEMRKIZOT, S G N\ F kT 7=,
Keikan ga kita node, karera wa shiho happo ni nigeta.
Because the police came, they fled in all directions.
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Yo ji jukugo
Decisions Through Elimination

Vocabulary

Grammar Points
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Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Roma ji English
JiVERSE SN Ly LA shusha sentaku to sort something
out
LM —HiR LAZT WS TA shinki itten To make a clean
start
Grammar Points
Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUZF#GE) (1) JiREESEEN
Kana JifERSEEIN
Roma ji Shusha sentaku
Meaning to sort something out, to make a
choice
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
MY AGE i) ¥ JEiS EIN
Kana L L= T A 7= <
Roma ji Shu Sha Sen Taku
Meaning Take Throw away Select Choose

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etec.

[Eu#%5| : To take and throw away
[8&4R] : To sort out

[Eu#EEEIR | : It means “to select something you need by throwing away what you
don’ t need among many things.

* Usage

This is usually used as a suru compound verb, “shusha sentaku suru” (HU¥5EIRT 5).

% Sample Sentences
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EOTAT T EREEIRL T, 3212 LIiE5,
Minna no aidea o shusha sentaku shite, mittsu ni shiboru.
Of everyone' s ideas, we’ re going to pick three.

7 L EEMIE, BEEEIR L TR SV,
Terbi bangumi wa, shusha sentaku shite minasai.
You need to make a choice when you watch TV shows.

A H =3y FOIFRIZ, BEERR L TR 2081 H D,
Intanetto no joho wa, shusha sentaku shite riyo suru hitsuyo ga aru.
You need to narrow down your choices when you get information off the internet.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUF-#AGE) (2) DR —iR
Kana LAZE WS TAh
Roma ji Shinki itten
Meaning to make a clean start, to start off

with a clean slate

1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
MU= AGE L % — #iR
Kana LA = WHE (Whvo) Th
Roma ji Shin Ki Ichi (Itsu) Ten
Meaning Mind Mechanism One Revolve

% History, definition, similar expression, etc.

[CM%] : It literally means “mind mechanism” and it indicates “action of the
mind. ”
[—#Z] : It means “to totally change.”

[ —#5] @ It literally means “someone totally changes their mind, triggered
by a certain event.”

* Usage

This is used when someone changes his mind in a positive or bright way.
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The most common sentence structure is “shinkiitten, [something] o hajimeru
(LM —Hi5, ~Z 858 %) which means “to start off with a clean slate and do
something new.”

” Shinki itten no chansu (UoH—H5DF ¥ > A)” is often used as a set phrase which
means “a good opportunity to start something new.”

% Sample Sentences

WiTsttzfEn, E—E, 7 — A VEBEIRDT,
Kare wa kaisha o yame, shinki itten, ramen-ya o hajimeta.
He quit his company, and made a clean start and opened up his own ramen shop.

FX, ODHE—HE, 7 AU DITEFELET,
Watashi wa, shinki itten, Amerika ni ryiigaku shimasu.
I’11 start off with a clean slate and go to the US to study abroad.

KFENFZL, DE—BOT v A TT,
Daigaku nyiigaku wa, shinki itten no chansu desu.
Entrance into college is a good opportunity to start something new.
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Yo ji jukugo
A Close Call

Vocabulary

Grammar Points
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Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Roma ji English
R AT = EHVEHL kidoairaku human emotions (joy,
anger, pathos, and
humor)
fark—52 XX\l Kikiippatsu a close call

Grammar Points

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUF#GE) (1)

futk—%

Kana XX\ oI
Roma ji Kikiippatsu
Meaning a close call, a narrow shave
Ist Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
DU “F-FAEE fix % — £
Kana = = WH (Wo)  iEo (1E9)
Roma ji Ki ki ichi (itsu) hatsu (patsu)
Meaning Dangerous Occasion One Hair of the
head
% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etec.
[f&#%] : crisis or danger.
[—%2| : a hair s breadth.
[fai—%2] : a situation which danger comes within a hair’ s breadth.

* Similar Expression:
T —A %15 D (kyitshi ni issho o eru)
It means to “barely escape death” or “escape death by a hair’ s breadth.”
[FLFE] : 90% death (9 parts death)
[—4] :10% life (1 part life)

* Usage
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This word is often used as an adverbial phrase, like “kikiippatsu de (fGl§—%27TC)”
or "kikiippatsu no tokoro de (fit%—%2D & Z AT),” both of which mean “by a hair’s
breath” or “by a narrow shave.”

Also, you can use it as a noun. When you came within a hair’ s breadth of
something, you can say that it was a close call.

% Sample Sentences

AT D KT, BRI —ZTRBh s,
Hikoki kara hi ga deta ga, jokyaku wa kikiippatsu de kyiijo sareta.
The plane caught fire, but all of the passengers escaped by a hair’ s breadth.

EEFRRT L—FZBATEDOT, fatlt—EZ2D L ZATERESZ LN TEE,
Untenshu ga kyii buréki o funda no de, kikiippatsu no tokoro de, jiko o fusegu koto ga dekita.
The driver slammed on his brakes, and narrowly avoided the accident.

BORIZ LT v 7 BRSBAEAT, fabl—ETE T X,
Tonari no ie ni torakku ga tsukkonda n da. Kikiippatsu datta yo.
A truck crashed into a house next door. It was a close call.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (TUZEENEE) (2) BRI
Kana T LEHNHL
Roma ji Kidoairaku
Meaning delight, anger, sorrow and pleasure

/ emotions

1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
VU - BAGE = %& 123 %
Kana = ) H 5 <
Roma ji ki do ai raku
Meaning Delight Angry Sorrow Pleasure

% History, definition, similar expression, etc.

Kidoairaku means various emotions people have in common, including (but not lim-
ited to) delight, anger, sorrow and pleasure.
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* Usage

This word is usually used as a noun, and tends convey a negative connotation sim—
ilar to “overly emotional.”

% Sample Sentences

FTERREEPHLOVOT, b 5D LEERNITR D T2uy,
Watashi wa kidoairaku ga hageshii no de, mou sukoshi odayaka ni naritai.
My emotions are all over the place, so I want to calm down.

WL, EREENT CHEICH D,
Kare wa, kidoairaku ga sugu kao ni deru.
He wears his heart on his sleeve (literally: emotions on his face).

T, BKRBEIOEREE L 7 1 7 TR LT\ D,
Watashi wa, shinmai kyoshi no kidoairaku o burogu de shokai shite iru.
I’m writing in my blog about how I feel as a new teacher.
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Yo ji jukugo
Cutting to The Chase

Vocabulary

Grammar Points
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Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Roma ji English
Rashbak 7~V E X AEN taiki bansei a late bloomer
HIJEA 7Aoo x<IiZw tanto chokunya to cut to the
chase, to come right
to the point
Grammar Points
Today’ s Yojijukugo (PU=FEhiE) (1) Remii Bk
Kana 7~V EXAEN
Roma ji Taiki bansei
Meaning A late bloomer, Great talents ma-—
ture late.
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
MY AGE K 7 i Fi%.
Kana 720 = XA H
Roma ji Tai Ki Ban Sei
Meaning Big Container Night Grow

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etec.

[K#F] : It means “a big container.”
[BEA% ] : It means “to take a long time to turn into something.”

[RaslEpk] : It literally means that it takes time to finish making a large con-
tainer, and therefore has come to mean that people with real talents are not re—
markable when they are young, but over time they can hone their skills and even—
tually become distinguished and successful.

This is sometimes used to comfort someone who has talents but is not duly recog—
nized at the moment.

* Usage
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It is used as a noun in such phrases as ”[someone] wa taikibansei
da. (~13KZMEKTS). 7 Also, “taikibansei-gata (Res#Epk M) ” is sometimes used to mean
a type of a late bloomer.

% Sample Sentences

BRI, EESELZFHEIRVA, | MRITRERER AT L, |
"Haruki wa, mada kotoba o hanasanai ne." "Kare wa taikibansei na n da yo."
“"Haruki hasn’t started speaking yet.” “He is a later bloomer.”

PIIRERBRRILTZ, 725 T, 26 CT R B EREFICR T ATEN D,

Kare wa taikibansei-gata da. Datte, nijyuugo-sai de puro yakyu no senshu ni natta n da kara.

He is a later bloomer. He became a professional baseball player when he was 25
years old.

B Ogetthid, WEO P o7, B NIEREFBRI A Z 0,
Noguchi Hideyo wa, futsii no kodomo datta. Erai hito wa taikibansei-gata ga oi.
Hideyo Noguchi was an average child. Many great men are later bloomers.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUFEAEE) (2) = WAIEWN
Kana Tk HH <12 D
Roma ji Tanto chokunyt
Meaning to cut to the chase, to come right

to the point

1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
VU - BAGE B JJ E A
Kana 7= ) Hxr< \Zw 9
Roma ji Tan To Choku Nya
Meaning Single Sword Straightaway Enter

% History, definition, similar expression, etc.

The original meaning referred to a person who attacked the enemy in a straight-
forward way with only one sword. It has since come to mean “get right to the
point without any introductory remarks or greetings.”
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* Usage

Tt is usually used as a adverbial phrase with the particle ni, as in “tanto
chokunyii ni iu (FJJIEAIZE 95 to get straight to the point (speaking).”

% Sample Sentences

HIJEAILE 9 &, MIZHFE R ADBTEIEATL
Tanto chokunyii ni iu yo. Hoka ni suki na hito ga dekita.
1’11 get right to the point. I found a new person I like.

HIJBEANIIE-> T, ZUITEEHA,
Tanto chokunyi ni itte, sore wa dekimasen.
I’m gonna get straight to the point and say I can’t do that.

HIJEAILE > T, ZHUTE I W EEREZ?
Tanto chokunyi ni itte kure. Sore wa do iu imi da?
Don’ t beat around the bush! What the heck does that mean?
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Yo ji jukugo
Being Polite to Keep Distance

Vocabulary

Grammar Points
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Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Roma ji English
M AATRE TP 9 & taningyogi polite and formal,
to be distant
FAEANK 2N ASTE daitanfuteki to be fearless
Grammar Points
Today’ s Yojijukugo (PY5#GE) (1) KABA
Kana PN AL TE
Roma ji daitanfuteki
Meaning to be fearless
Ist Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
DU “F-FAEE AN ~ 1
Kana 720 BN TE
Roma ji Dai Fu Teki
Meaning Big Negative Enemy

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etec.

KAH: Tt means “to have guts” or “to be bold.”
Rik: It means “to be unafraid of your enemies.”

KHIEAEYL : It expresses “to be gutsy, fearless, and to do something drastic.”

* Usage

It is often used as a na adjective, daitanfutekina (KRIEREL(Z). It can modify a
person, as in daitanfuteki na hito (KNEAFEL72 N) “a fearless person.” It can also
modify an action, as in daitanfuteki na kodo (RNEAFL721TE)) “a daring deed.”

When someone dares to do something, you can say, ”“[Someone] wa daitanfuteki ni mo
[something] o shita” (~ITRKIBREUZH ~L72) “someone was fearless to do
something.” Or, you can say, “[description about someone s action] + [to wa, daitan-
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futeki dal” (~ & IXKRIERETS) “it’ s fearless that---.”

% Sample Sentences

IS AT, HRICKHERZS 2726 L, RERER A,
Yamanaka-san wa, shacho ni hantai iken o itta rashii. Daitanfuteki na hito da.
Mr. Yamanaka expressed an opinion opposing the company president. He is bold.

Poix, RIEARBIZS ., EEOERF—LMTHEZH LIAAT
Karera wa, daitanfuteki ni mo, sakunen no yiisho chimu ni shiai o moshikonda.
They were fearless to ask to play against last year s champion team.

TVLRBT—va VORI 2 L &1k, RIEREUTS,
Purezentéshon no mae ni nani mo junbi o shinai to wa, daitanfuteki da.
I1t’ s fearless of you to give a presentation without any preparation.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (MH7F#AGE) (2) fl N\AT1%
Kana FICAErH &
Roma ji taningyogi
Meaning polite and formal; to be a

stranger; to be distant

1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
MU= AGE fth A 17 (5
Kana 7z WA Xro &
Roma ji Ta Nin Gyo Gi
Meaning Other Person Going Ceremony

% History, Definition, Similar Expression, etc.

M AJ : It means “other person” or “stranger.”
(175 : It means “manners.”

MM ATl : It means “to be polite and formal with a person close to you as if
he or she is a stranger.”

A similar expression is mizu kusai (K< &), which means “secretive” or “not
frank.” It is often used when someone keeps a secret from others or doesn’ t ask


http://www.JapanesePod101.com

JapanesePod101.com ‘»
Learn Japanese with FREE Podcasts —

someone for help frankly.

% Usage

It is used as a na adjective, taningyogi na (fi \1T{#72). When someone close to you
behaves like a stranger and you want to say, “Don’t be such a stranger,” you can
say taningyogi na koto suru nayo (i A17H#72Z &4 572 8%). Or, you can say [someone’s
behavior] + [nante taningyogi da]l (~7¢ /0 THIAATRETD).

% Sample Sentences

BRIZ, HEGICRoT=BiLoBE&EET 2 A T, MAITER,

Shinyii ni, sewa ni natta o-rei no o-kane o watasu nante, taningyogi da.

If you give money to a close friend as a token of your appreciation for his kind-
ness, you are acting distant.

BUZ TEALKBHWLET EEo7b, MUNTHEARZEEZSE 572 LEbhi,
Oya ni "yoroshiku o-negai shimasu" to ittara, "taningyogi na koto o iu na" to iwareta.

When I said to my parents “yoroshiku o—negai shimasu (thank you in advance),”
they said “don’ t be such a stranger.”

BN THOAFAIZIFESENZ TSA) 220 5001, AITEIZE B S,
Oya ga kodomo no namae o yobu toki ni "san" o tsukeru no wa, taningyogi da to omou.
I think you are acting distant when you say your own child’ s name with “-san.”
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Yo ji jukugo
Are vou Getting Desperate?

Vocabulary

Grammar Points
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Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Roma ji English
MRty Folz 2D zettaizetsumel to have one’ s back
against the wall
Fi A FATEWAS A zendaimimon without precedent
Grammar Points
Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUZF#hGE) (1) Ay
Kana HFozEDH0
Roma ji zettaizetsumei
Meaning to have one’ s back against the wall
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
UG #h (ES #h il
Kana o (Ho) 720 o LY
Roma ji Zetsu Tai Zetsu Mei
Meaning Discontinue Body Discontinue Life

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etec.

[¥aiAR ) / THafy] : Both of them indicate that one’ s body or life is pushed into a
corner, and then one’ s luck runs out.

THaiAkafy | : It means “to be in a critical situation from which there seems to
be no way out of danger or difficulty.”

* Usage

It is often used as a prenominal modifier, as in [zettai zetsumei no]l + [noun]
(afAtfady>~). Nouns like kiki (f&#%; danger) or pinchi (B> F ; pinch) often come
after zettai zetsumei no.

Or, when someone is driven to the wall, you can say, ”[someonel wa zettai zetsumei

da. (~FAEAHEARTD).”
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% Sample Sentences

IITCEICK ST, IKBEME 72, T, MiEiEmoiaiks,

Yama de michi ni mayotta. Mou mizu mo tabemono mo nai. Kore wa zettai zetsumei no
kiki da.

I’m lost in the mountains and have no more water or food. It’s a desperate situ-
ation.

By Fy—MEEE L CLEoTz, MB-bid, i !
Piccha ga kega o shite shimatta. Ore—tachi wa zettai zetsumei da!
Our pitcher got injured. Our backs are against the wall.

WEITENIEIN T LE o272 Lo b 2 My,
Kanojo ni uso ga barete shimatta yo. Mou zettai zetsumei da.
My girlfriend figured out my lie. I'm in a real bind now.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUFEAZE) (2) GIEAVZ N1
Kana AT WAS A
Roma ji zendaimimon
Meaning without precedent, unprecedented,
unheard of
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
MY GE Ail R xR Eil
Kana A 720 77 H A
Roma ji Zen Dai Mi Mon
Meaning Before Generation Not yet Hear

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

[Aif] : It means “the previous generation” or “the past.”
[RE | : It means “to not have been heard of before.”

”

MAIRRE ] @ It means “something too rare to have been heard of before.
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* Usage

It is used as a prenominal modifier, as in [zendaimimon no] + [noun]: zendaimimon
no jiken (RIfRARBEDOFE:; an unprecedented affair) or zendaimimon no hanashi
(AR DFE; unprecedented story.)

When something unprecedented happens, you can say, ~[that happening] wa zendaimi-
mon da.”

% Sample Sentences

Z OBrmEE, AifREOKRE v MEMTE,
Kono eiga wa, zendaimimon no dai-hitto da.
This movie is an unprecedented hit.

MEIRE2S 1 B CREHME L7, Zhud, AR,
Sori daijin ga ichinichi de jinin shita. Kore wa zendaimimon da.
The Prime Minister resigned after one day in office. It’s unprecedented.

FEOPEN BT TRART D LT, mifRET

Shuyaku no haiyt ga tocht de kotai suru to wa, zendaimimon da.

I1t’s totally without precedent for the actor playing the leading role to be re—
placed midway through the performance.
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Yo ji jukugo
Don’t Be Like This!

Vocabulary

Grammar Points
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Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Roma ji English
FIBEES EAET72 zento tanan to be in for a lot
of trouble up ahead
fth 77 AJiE 720 XIFAD N tariki hongan to rely on others
Grammar Points
Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUZF#hGE) (1) A 2
Kana N VR ALY
Roma ji zentotanan
Meaning to be in for a lot of trouble up
ahead
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
MU= RAGE Hil & % i
Kana HA & e A
Roma ji Zen To Ta Nan
Meaning In front Way Many Trouble

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etec.

[Ai&] : It means “in one’ s (own) way.”

d

(%8| - 1t means “a lot of trouble.”

The opposite expression is zento yoyo (Ai&{¥¥¥), which means “have a great future
ahead” or “promise well.” Yo () means “ocean” and yoyo (¥¥¥) means a “wide
stretch of water.”

* Usage

It is used as a na—adjective, like zento tanan na (FiEZ#7) or ——wa zento tanan da
(~1XpiE2HE77). When it's used as a prenominal modifier like [zento tanan nal +
[noun], it is usually followed by a noun meaning “to start” like shuppatsu (Hi%§)
or sutito (A% — K) as in zento tanan na shuppatsu (BiiRZ%HE72H%) or zento tanan na



http://www.JapanesePod101.com

JapanesePod101.com ‘»
Learn Japanese with FREE Podcasts —

sutato (HIIRZHIR A — ).

% Sample Sentences

ATHE D HHFE350F M b L, ARLEE R IR o T,
Hikoki no shuppatsu ga 5-jikan mo okure, zento tanan na shuppatsu ni natta.
The plane’ s departure delayed for five hours. It was a rocky start.

YV OEBEN S HIZ BB o7, BENHEFIIANESHT,
Gasorin no nedan ga sara ni agatta. Jidosha gyokai wa zento tanan da.

The price of gasoline was raised again. The car industry has a lot of trouble
ahead.

R0 LMBENOE SRR LT, T, EIEELERNRSEET,
Yatto mondai ga hitotsu kaiketsu shita. Demo mada mada zento tanan da.
I finally took care of a problem. But there are still a lot of troubles ahead.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (MUF-#4GE) (2) fth ) A
Kana 720 ZIIADA

Roma ji tarikihongan

Meaning to rely, depend on others
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji

MU= AGE fth Va) ZN Jf
Kana 7z n x EA D A
Roma ji Ta Riki Hon Gan
Meaning Other Power Real Wish

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etec.

MM 77] : It means “powers by others,” but it originally meant “the Buddha’s
power, ” related to Buddhism.

[AFE] : 1t literally means “real wish,” and it originally meant “the Buddha’s
wish for people get into paradise.”

This expression originated from a Buddhist word meaning “people can go to para—
dise by the power of Buddha.” It came to mean “to rely on others without making
any effort.”
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* Usage

This is used as a noun indicating that a person relies on others instead of mak-—
ing an effort for him or herself. It can also be used as a na—adjective to modify
a noun, as in tarikihongan na hito; a person who is relying on others.”

% Sample Sentences

HHl, KEZEF TEZILTHELoTWNDD), TARMARFEIXTZDTEZ,

Maiasa, tomodachi ni denwa de okoshite moratte iru no ka. Sonna tarikihongan wa
dame da zo.

You receive a wakeup call from your friend every morning? You should not rely on
others like that.

HRTIE. FATO M 2 ALY T, ARRE I 7,

Anata wa, ryoko no keikaku o zenbu watashi ni makasete, tarikihongan yo ne.

You are always relying on others. You left the travel planning up to me and you
didn’ t do anything.

ix, NIZHE - TED Y DM AKREZ 2 572,
Kare wa, hito ni tayotte bakari no tarikihongan na otoko da.
He is always relying on others.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (TUSEEAEE) (1) YN
Kana WZICASAE %L
Roma ji ninin sankyaku
Meaning three—legged race, two cooperating

people sharing the same purpose, to
be joined at the hip

1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
VU - FAGE — A — i
Kana e 2 A S A <
Roma ji Ni Nin San Kyaku
Meaning Two Person Three Leg

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etec.

[ ANJ : It means “two people.”
=] : It means “three legs.”

[ N=8] : It originally meant a race in which two people run together, with
one person’ s right leg tied to the other person’s left leg. Later, it came to
metaphorically indicate that two people cooperate with each other or work closely
together for the same purpose.

* Usage

It is often used as an adverbial phrase, such as nininsankyaku de (— N =JHT) with
the particle de to express how closely two people work together.

% Sample Sentences

L, REZA=ZHTAY vy 7 2B LT
Boku wa, chichi to nininsankyaku de orinpikku o mezashita.
My father and I shared the same aspiration to go to the Olympic Games.
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FhE, REZA=ZHT, ZOEERES L TET,
Watashi wa, otto to nininsankyaku de, kono mise o okiku shite kita.
My husband and I have been working closely together to expand our shop.

X, EFE AT, HREB->TWD,
Watashi wa, isha to nininsankyaku de, byoki to tatakatte iru.
My doctor and I are cooperating with each other to fight the disease.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUFEAZE) (2) g s
Kana LentebHw 9
Roma ji muga muchii
Meaning To lose oneself in something, To be

absorbed in

1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
MU FGE pili3 E59 E 2 H
Kana i i e Hp 9
Roma ji Mu Ga Mu Chu
Meaning Nothing Oneself Dream In

*History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

MEF: | : It was originally a Buddhist word describing the mental condition of
the lack of existence of an inherent self.
[Zirf] : It means “to be absorbed,” and it can be used by itself.

MMEF 2 | It means “to be completely and passionately absorbed in one thing
without paying attention to anything else.”

A similar expression is isshin furan (—/[>AEL), which was introduced in Yojijukugo

#6.

* Usage

It can be used as an adverbial phrase, such as muga muchii de (HEFZHT) with
the particle de as in muga muchii de nigeta (fEFKZH TIF72), which means “ran
away feverishly.”
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Or, when you want to say that someone was completely absorbed in one thing, you
can say, ~[someonel wa muga muchii datta.”

% Sample Sentences

ZTORITETHEEL LA T, BEITEREF THATL,
Sono hon wa totemo omoshirokute, boku wa muga muchii de yonda.
That book was so interesting that I was completely engrossed reading it.

B, TILKBRPPENTNZD T, BHREH TR,
Boku wa sugoku onaka ga suite ita node, muga muchii de tabeta.
I was so hungry that I ate feverishly.

FAE, MEHOREH, BEREHIZ S0 T, MR LTV,
Watashi wa, kino no shiaichii, muga muchii datta node, nani mo oboete inai.
I was so absorbed in the game yesterday that I don’t remember anything about it.
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Today's Yojijukugo([JCIC11)(1) OOoOomO

Kana Qoo

Romaji yudan taiteki

Meaning Don't get overconfident yet/Stay sharp
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji Ath Kanji

OO | ] ] ]

Kana ] I ] ]

Romaji Yu Dan Tai Teki

Meaning Oll Severance Big Enemy

OO OO0t literally means "to run out of lamp oil” but has come to mean "to drop one's
guard" or "to be careless."”

OO0t means "arch enemy” or "great rival.”

OO0 OOt means "your carelessness or dropping your guard would result in your
failure in most cases, so it is the enemy you should be most cautious about.”

It is often used as a warning phrase to caution against being careless or being
overconfident, as in yudan taiteki! (C11C1C10). Or, if the context is a discussion about
someone's failure as a result of carelessness, you can say yudan taiteki da! ((JCICIC1C10)
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[OSample Sentences

OoomooooioodoOoooo oL

Yudan taiteki! Ki o tsukenai to, sugu ni futoru zo!

Don't get overconfident yet! Be careful, or you will gain weight soon!
OOo0ooooooooooooogood

Yudan taiteki![JShohai wa, saigo made wakaranai.

Don't get overconfident yet! You can't tell the outcome of the game until the end.
LOoodododoooooododoon e

Yaseta noni, mata sugu ni futotte shimatta. Yudan taiteki da.

| succeeded in losing weight, but | gained it back. Idleness is the devil's workshop. (I should
have been more careful.)

Today's Yojijukugo([JCIC17)(2) OoOoO
Kana oo
Romaiji jiga jisan
Meaning Self-admiration/self-applause/to talk up one's
own achievement or work
1st Kanji 2nd Kaniji 3rd Kanji Ath Kaniji
OO | ] ] ]
Kana L] U] U] cidd
Romaji Ji Ga Ji San
Meaning Oneself Picture Oneself Praise

OO OO0t means "one's own picture.”
OO OO0t means "to write your own comments in the blank about your work and

compliment it."

OOOO0O0O0It means "to praise oneself” or "to compliment oneself." A similar
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expression is temae miso (C1C1C101), which originally meant "to admire the taste of one's
own homemade miso" and came to mean "to talk up one's own work."

It can be used as the suru compound verb, jiga jisan suru (1 CCC ) meaning "to
compliment oneself or one's own work." Or, you can say jiga jisan desu ni harimasu ga
(OOOO0O0O0OOmm) as a preliminary remark when you want to say something that
sounds like self-admiration.

OOO0OoOodoooooooooodn

Tsuma wa, jibun no rydri o0 itsumo jiga jisan suru.

My wife always talks up her cooking.
OO000O0O0ooooooooooodn

Chichi wa jibun no totta shashin o jiga jisan shita.

My father praised photos that he took himself.
OOO00O0O0dooooooooooooooonod

Jiga jisa ni narimasu ga, kore wa dai-hatsumei da to omoimasu.

| don't like to toot my own horn, but | think this is a great invention.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUTF-ZAGE) (1) = AT
Kana TAZESTEA
Romaji gongododan
Meaning outrageous
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
= El i 1H W
Kana Z A Z £ 72 A
Roma ji Gon Go Do Dan
Meaning Say Word Roadway Severance

*History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

[S3&] : It means “to say something.”
MEWF] : It means “to have a way cut off.”

[S381EWr] : It means that “something is too terrible to put into words.”

([

This expression originated from the Buddhist word meaning that “the truth of
Buddhism is too profound to explain in words.”

*Usage
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When someone did something terrible, you can say
——— wa gongododan da or ——— nante gongodddan da.

Podcasts

Also, it can be used to modify a noun with the particle no or na, as in [
gongododan no] + [noun] or [gongodddan na] + [noun]. In this case, the noun is

usually generic and indicates an

action, such as koi ({T4%), which means “act”

hanzai (JI9B), which means “crime.”

% Sample Sentences

A= TIEEHEERTE,
Kanningu wa gongododan da.

Cheating on an exam is outrageous.

R DB BANT 5 AT, FrlEWTE,

Shtishoku no mensetsu ni chikoku suru nante, gongododan da.
Being late for a job interview is outrageous.

RIERRIL, B AERT ORI,

Inshu unten wa, gongododan no hanzai da.

Drunk driving is an outrageous crime.

or

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PHFZUEE) (2)

AT

Kana

LZ5&Z

Roma ji shiko sakugo
Meaning trial and error
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
= o 1T i it
Kana L Al X< =
Roma ji Shi Ko Saku Go
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Meaning Try Going onfused Error

*History, definition, similar expression, etc.

[F447) : It means “to try.”
ME38 | . It means “to make mistakes.”

[FfT853] : It means “to approach success after learning from a lot of failures”
or “to find out a solution by trial and error.”

*Usage

It can be used as the suru compound verb, shikosakugo suru (FRIT#EREd D), which
means “to learn by mistake.” When someone is successful after trial and error, you
can say, ~[someone] wa shikosakugo shi nagara [something] o shita” or ”[someone]
wa shikosakugo shite [something] o shita.”

It can also be used as a noun. You will often see expressions such as shikosakugo
ni yotte (GMT8ERIZ X - TC) and shikosakugo no kekka (GRATEERROFHER), which mean
"by trial and error.”

% Sample Sentences

Wi, BATEREILRD G, LW A=ma—%{FEoT,
Kanojo wa, shikosakugo shi nagara, atarashii ment o tsukutta.
She developed a new menu by trial and error.

Rk, BITSEROFRE. BRI ol F A =y MEE ROT T,

Watashi wa, shikosakugo no kekka, jibun ni atta daietto ho o mitsuketa.
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I finally found a dieting method that works for me by trial and error.

1B T e O ER 72,
Kosodate wa shikosakugo no renzoku da.
Raising kids is a continuous process of trial and error.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PU5FE4EE) (1) DU i A AR

Kana L)AL

Roma ji shimensoka

Meaning be completely outcast, a no—win situation
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji

PO -G Py [} i W

Kana L A a yIR

Roma ji Shi Men So Ka

Meaning Four Surface Whip Song

*History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

[P |
M

[P i A K

: It means “four directions.”
: It means ”“song of the old kingdom in China called So (%£).

: It originates from a historical event in China that deals with the

king of the country So (%£). The king recognized his defeat when he heard the
songs of his own country from the people surrounding his castle. He believed that

his subordinates had sold him out to the enemy. Then,

it came to mean

“circumstances in which one is surrounded by enemies and opponents, with nobody

providing any support.”

*Usage

It is used as a noun. To express a situation in which someone is completely
outcast or doesn’ t have any support from anybody, you can say, ~[someone] wa
shimensoka da” or ”[someone] wa shimensoka ni naru.”
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% Sample Sentences

OB WIXHA BRI R ST, MWaERK7Z - 7,
Boku no iken wa minna ni hantai sarete, shimensoka datta.
Everyone was against my opinion, and I was a complete outcast.

KEIZAT—RAT7 7 300 T, O AT 077 OOV MmERT,
Tomodachi wa Taigasu fan bakari de, Jaiantsu fan no boku wa shimensoka da.

Most of my friends are fans of the Tigers, but I'm a fan of the Giants. So, I'm
always a complete outcast.

ZARBTIEND LTS &, MinERiciR?d L,
Sonna katte bakari shite iru to, shimensoka ni naru yo.
If you are always selfish like that, you will be forsaken by all of your friends.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PHTRGE) (2) E i A,

Kana CwASIEAIRA

Roma ji junbtimanpan

Meaning smooth sailing, on course and going full
speed ahead

Ist Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji

P - 2AGE g JE, it A,

Kana CwA BNS! A XA

Roma ji Jun Pa Man Pan

Meaning Right Wind Full Sail

*History, definition, similar expression, etc.
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MER] : It means “following wind.”
M) : It means “full sail.”

ME)REGEM., @ It means “everything is going well, like a boat sailing smoothly in
a favorable wind.”

*Usage

It is used as a noun to express a situation in which everything is going well. You
can say, ~[something] wa junbimanpan da.”

It can also be used as a na—adjective. When you get a smooth start to something,
you can express it as, junbUmanpan na sutato (JEEGINZ2 A # — K). Also, you can
use it as the adverbial junbtmanpan ni, as in junbUGmanpan ni susumu

(E RN - EETe), which means “to sail before the wind” and expresses things that
are going well.

% Sample Sentences

AUV, RGNS X,
Atarashii shigoto wa, junbuimanpan da yo.
Everything is going well with my new job.

FEISAETE TR, RGN R Z— Mo Tz,
Kekkon seikatsu wa, junbtmanpan na sutato datta.
My married life got off to a smooth start.

Frarxs MI, EEBENICEA TN S,
Shin—purojekuto wa, junbimanpan ni susunde iru.
The new project is sailing before the wind.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PA7-8GH) (1) WA T
Kana TEIWNWTEL
Roma ji tekizaitekisho
Meaning placing the right people in the right
jobs
Ist Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
= i} % i} i)
Kana TZ YA T& Lx
Roma ji Teki Zai Teki Sho
Meaning Suitable Talent Suitable Place

*History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

MEEA7 |
353 |

M A4 T ]

: It means “a person competent for a certain job.”
: It means “the right task or job for the person.”

: It means “placing the right people in the right jobs.

”

*Usage

It is used as a noun. When you think that a certain person is right for a certain
job, you can say ”[someone doing such and such job] wa tekizaitekisho da”

(WM EIT77), as in “kare ga kaikei—gakari o suru no wa tekizai tekisho da” which
means “he is doing accounting, and he is the right person for the job.”
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It conveys an abstract concept, so it is often used in statements or opinions such
as tekizaitekisho ga taisetsu da (GEMBEPTAKXEITS), which means “placing the
right people in the right jobs is important.”

% Sample Sentences

Wb OMEHFHET DO, WM,
Kare ga ano shigoto o suru no wa, tekizaitekisho da.
He is the right person for that job.

Wl RREIC A Sz, M ETTE !

Kanojo ga shacho hisho ni shimei sareta. Tekizaitekisho da ne!

She was appointed as a secretary for the president. She is the right person for
the job.

A OBM BT, LV,
Jinzai no tekizaitekisho wa muzukashii.
Placing the right people in the right jobs is tough.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PU7#GH) (2) & H AR

Kana XL EISD

Roma ji bajitofa

Meaning to turn a deaf ear to something
Ist Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji

= 55 H il J

Kana = C &9 59

Roma ji Ba Ji To Fa

Meaning Horse Ear East Wind
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*History, definition, similar expression, etc.

FEH ] : 1t literally means “horse’s ears.”
(@] : It indicates wind blowing from the east in the spring.

[FEHHE ] :Originally, it meant that when wind blows from the east in the
spring, people feel it and find it comfortable. But, it doesn’t seem that horses
feel anything when the spring wind blows. From the original meaning, it has come
to be used as a metaphor meaning “to pay no attention to somebody’ s opinions or
criticism.”

It originates from the poem written by Li Po, a Chinese poet during the Tang
period of the Chinese Dynasty.

*Usage

It is used as a noun to express the behavior of a person who has turned a deaf ear
to other people’ s opinions, as in kare wa bajitofu datta (RIXEH KA >72). Or,
you can use bajitofu da (JEHIEMEY) to imply that it’s no use giving advice to a
certain person because he or she does not pay any attention to other people’s
opinions.

% Sample Sentences

REMRIZFZ N a%RDBLICE->TH, RIFBEHERAZE -7,
Haha ga chichi ni tabako o yameru yo ni itte mo, chichi wa bajitofu datta.
My mother told my father to quit smoking, but he’s deaf to her advice.

Kare wa, nando chai shite mo, bajitofu da.
Even though I warned him many times, he turned a deaf ear to my advice.



JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

HDOANAEZT > TS, BHERAT,
Ano hito ni nani o itte mo, bajitofu da.
Whatever you say to that guy, it would be lost on him.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PUFZGE) (1) g5
Kana NPAZHS Cxrho
Roma ji nenko joretsu
Meaning seniority—based system, promotion by
seniority
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
= 4R %) Fr 7
Kana A Z9 Cx o
Roma ji Nen Ko Jo Retsu
Meaning Year Achievement Order Row

*History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

[4EZ)] : It means “seniority” or “long service.”
[FE#]] : It means “ranking,” “grading” or “hierarchy.”

MEZ%] : It means “rise in salary and job position in accordance with age and
length of service for a company.”

*Usage

It can be used as an adverbial form of a na—adjective, as in nenkdo joretsu de
shoshin shita (FEEEPTHAE L 72), which means “someone got a promotion because
of seniority.”

It can also be used with no and as a pronominal modifier, as in nenkd joretsu no
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kyayo shisutemu (AEZHFEFO#EH-3 A5 L), which means “seniority-based salary
system.”

When you want to refer to the seniority system, you can use nenkd joretsu sei

AEGFEHH]) with the word sei (fil), which means “system.”

% Sample Sentences

ik, FEFI TR R o T,
Kare wa, nenko joretsu de bucho ni natta.
He was promoted to general manager because he had seniority.

FDOZALL, FHPFNDI LGV AT bk L 5T D,
Watashi no kaisha wa, nenkd joretsu no kytyo shisutemu o totte iru.
My company has a seniority—based salary system.

BT, ARSI BIHI B FE ) ERITE 2 4B LU,

Saikin, nenkd joretsu sei kara jitsuryoku shugi ni kaeru kaisha ga oi.

Recently, many companies have been shifting from the seniority system to the merit
system.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PU-F#EE) (2) SRS

Kana A LARAE

Roma ji hanshinhangi

Meaning to be half in doubt, only half believing
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji

PO RAGE F Gl F 24

Kana XA LA XA =3

Roma ji Han Shin Han Gi

Meaning Half Trust Half Doubt
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*History, definition, similar expression, etc.

(5] : It means “half believing.”
M228%) : It means “to be half in doubt.”

REfE4%E8] : It means “unable to be completely certain that something is true.”

*Usage

It can be used as an adverbial form of a na—adjective, like ”[someone] wa
hanshinhangi de kiku” (~}&, Y35 THI<), which means “someone listens to —
only half believing it.”

When you want to express that someone cannot be completely certain of something,
you can say ~[someone] wa hanshinhangi da” (~PIYE20R58677).

% Sample Sentences

AL, B2 B 1RES % 5 R TV V2,
Watashi wa, kare no jiman hanashi o hanshinhangi de kiita.
I listened to his big talk only half believing it.

RITBETIE 725 LB o7, RLIRPEIE o e,

Otto wa zangyo de osokunaru to itta ga, watashi wa hanshinhangi datta.

My husband told me that he would be home late because he had to work overtime.
But, I only half believed it.

Wik, HTBEERT LRI L0, FAT MG R,
Kare wa, kanarazu o—kane o kaesu to watashi ni yakusoku shita ga, watashi wa
hanshinhangi da.



JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

He promised that he would pay the money back to me, but I'm half in doubt.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PU77#AGE) (1) HEEH
Kana Do X200 <bw )
Roma ji hyappatsuhyakucht
Meaning to hit the mark every time, every
prediction comes true

Ist Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
= H % H H
Kana Do (L) |iEo [ X XY Hw )
Roma ji Hyatsu (Hyaku) |Patsu Hyaku Cha
Meaning Hundred Counter for Hundred Center

gunshots

%History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.%

[E%%] : It means “one hundred gunshots.”
['EH1] : It means “to make one hundred gunshots that hit the mark.”
'E BB ] @ It literally means “every time someone shoots an arrow or gun,

he/she can hit the mark” and has come to also mean “every prediction that someone

makes comes true.”

This phrase originated during the historical event in China where an expert archer
shot a bow at a leaf 100 times and hit the mark with every shot.

*Usagek

This is usually used when you succeed in predicting something, such as calling a
horse race or answering exam questions. You can say “—— wa hyappatsuhyakucht da,”
as in “keiba no yoso wa hyappatsuhyakucht datta,” which means “every time I called

a horse race, 1 was correct.”
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% Sample Sentences¥k

BAD Y = — NI, EXRETL
Hiroshi no shfOito wa, hyappatsuhyakucha da.
Every time Hiroshi shoots, he can score a goal.

TDEWE, BFEE T
Kono uranai wa, hyappatsuhyakucht da.
This fortuneteller is always right.

DT 2 MEBOTREIL. BFENTE,
Kare no tesuto mondai no yosd wa hyappatsuhyakucha da.
He can always predict the answer to every question on an exam.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PH‘F:#AEE) (2) e B

Kana L RATZN

Roma ji muri nandai

Meaning impossible demand, unjust proposal
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji

PO - 2AGE i3 B LG5 sl

Kana te Ui A 720

Roma ji Mu Ri Nan Dai

Meaning Nothing Reason Difficult Topic

%History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.%

MEPM | : Tt literally means “without reason.”
(e8] @ It literally means “difficult problems.”

MEMEERE | : It means an “impossible and unreasonable demand.”

It is used to indicate problems that you know are impossible to solve from the
beginning or conditions that are unreasonable which you can never accept.
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*Usagek

When someone makes an impossible and unreasonable demand of someone, you can say
”[someone A] wa [someone B] ni muri nandai o iu” (~lI~IZIEBHHZS9).

Muri nandai o fukkakeru (&oMiF %) is also used as a set phrase to mean “to make
an unreasonable demand on —.”

% Sample Sentences¥k

TDITFAT Y MI, WoOLEHEEAES S,

Kono kuraianto wa, itsumo muri nandai o iu.

This client always makes unreasonable demands of us.

B OB, BRI B 2 5o it TL B,

Saikin no oya wa sensei ni muri nandai o fukkakete kuru.

Recently, parents have been making unreasonable demands of teachers.
1T, A=A T2 TEEONEDN, T EHEEET,

Boku wa, homuran o ute to iwareta ga, sore wa muri nandai da.

I was told to hit a homerun, but it is an impossible demand for me.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PA‘7-#4aH) (1) H & F 38
Kana CiEy L&
Romaji jibojiki
Meaning abandon, desperation
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
= F 23 H Tt
Kana C £9 C X
Roma ji ji bo ji ki
Meaning Oneself Violence Oneself Abandon

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

H%| : It means “to harm oneself.”
THEE| : It means “to abandon oneself.”

TH%&H3E] : It means “to lose one’ s reason and give in to despair,” usually
caused by a serious failure or a series of failures.

A similar expression is yakekuso ni naru (RiF < ZiZ725). Yake (X°}) means
"desperation” and kuso (£ #) is a word emphasizing the preceding word.

% Usage

Jibojiki ni naru (HZ&HILIZ/2 D) is often used as a set phrase to mean “to give
in to despair.”

% Sample Sentences
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ET. REZBROKBL T, ARAFETR T,
Boku wa, daigaku juken ni shippai shite, jibdjiki ni natta.
I gave in to despair because 1 failed to pass the college entrance exam.

I, iR bh T, HEEREZR> TN,
Boku wa, kanojo ni furarete, jibojiki ni natte iru.
I'’m feeling desperate because I was dumped by my girlfriend.

X, HBEAIET 2> T, fhz2FED T,
Kare wa, jibojiki ni natte, kaisha o yameta.
He quit the company in desperation.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PHF-E4GE) (2) — HTHK
Kana WHEEDBALY D / WHIZHBEEALY S
Roma ji ichijitsusenshad / ichinichisensha
Meaning really looking forward to
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
PO RAGE — H T K
Kana AN 5} Co/ith A Lw 9
Roma ji ichi jitsu/nichi sen sha
Meaning One Day Thousand Autumn

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

[—H] :It literally means “one day.”
[T8k] : It means ”“a thousand years.”

[—HT#HK] : It originally meant “to feel like you haven’t seen a person you love
for a long time, even if you haven’ t seen him/her for only one day,” and has come
to mean “really looking forward to” or “can’t wait.”

% Usage
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It is often used as a set phrase such as ichijitsusensh@ no omoi de matsu
(— HTEKDETEFD) to express how eagerly you look forward to something. Omoi
(JvY) is a noun which comes from omou (Jl9), meaning “to think” or “to feel.”

% Sample Sentences

I, —ATHKDOENT, BB LRANDDKFER T,
Boku wa, ichijitsusensht no omoi de, Shizuka—chan kara no henji o matta.
I really look forward to a response from Shizuka.

X, ARERDOEF L., —H THKOENTHR -T2,
Boku wa, gokaku happyo no denwa o, ichijitsusensht no omoi de matta.
I couldn’t wait for a telephone call announcing the test results.

RHZ, B0/ 2 —HTHOBEN TR -T2,
Haha wa, musuko no kaeri o ichijitsusenshi no omoi de matta.
Our mother really looked forward to her son’s return.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PHTGE) (1) RIS (& F )
Kana WwH 5 LTXE
Roma ji yaytujiteki
Meaning to take life easy, to lead a leisurely
life
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
PO - 2AGE < &/ % El 1
Kana ko) W9 C T
Roma ji Ya Ya Ji Teki
Meaning Leisure Leisure / Oneself Suitable
Repetition of
kanji

*History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

[f&f&| : It means “to be in a leisurely fashion” or “to be in comfort.”

[HiE] : It means “to live with one’ s hearts.”

& & EHuE] : It means “to lead a leisurely life without being bothered with
matters in the real world and as one wishes,” and it often indicates a life after
retirement.

*Usage

It is used in the set phrase yuyajiteki no seikatsu (&% Hi®A %), which means
“leisurely life.”

It can also be used as the adverbial word yayajiteki ni (f&%4 HiilZ) as in
yayajiteki ni kurasu (&% H#iZ3:59) or sugosu (f&4 HiEIZimZ9), both of

which mean “to lead a leisurely life.”

% Sample Sentences
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Pk, GERLXICRNT, BT, Kx HEOAEREZ LTS,
Kare wa, suki na toki ni tabete, nete, yayajiteki no seikatsu o siteiru.
He sleeps and eats whenever he wants, and is taking life easy.

FADRIL, EFBME., Kx HEICEDL LTV,
Watashi no chichi wa, teinen taishoku go, “yaytjiteki ni kurashite iru.
My father has been living a leisurely life since he retired.

Wik, REEE T EAF>TWHOT, &4 HEOAENEND,
Kare wa, fudosan o takusan motte iru node, yayhjiteki no seikatsu ga okureru.
He can lead a leisurely life because he owns a lot of real estate.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PH‘7:#4EE) (2) SCak i

Kana SASDEHES

Roma ji bunbu ryodo

Meaning both in academics and in sports
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji

= X ) ] 1H

Kana By, BN Vx> 9

Roma ji Bun Bu Ryo Do

Meaning Literature Warrior Both Course

*History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

k] : It means “literary and military arts.”

[WiE] : It means “both arts.”

[SCEbiE | : It means “to be excellent both in academics and in sports” because
"military arts” is interpreted as “sports” nowadays.

*Usage
When you express that [someone] is excellent in both academics and in sports, you
can say ”[someone] wa bunbu ryodo da” (~I 3R EET).
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Or, you can also say ”[someone] wa bunbu ryods ni hiidete iru”

(~IE R MEIZFHETT D), using hiideru (FFTA), which is a verb meaning “to
excel in —.”

It can be used to indicate a motto or policy as in “watashi no motto wa bunbu
ryodo da” (FADE v h—I 38 77), which means “my motto is to excel both in

academics and in sports.”

% Sample Sentences

ik, M AFR—YHTE T, CREHER,

Kare wa, benkyd mo supotsu mo dekite, bunbu ryodo da.
He is excellent both in academics and sports.

Boku wa, bunbu ryodd o mezashimasu.
I'm trying to be excellent in both academics and sports.

Bix, Yo —HOZ—AT, Wb T A TIHRL, 32, XEWET,

Kare wa, sakka bu no esu de, benkyd mo kurasu de 1-ban da. Masa ni bunbu ryodoc da.

He is an ace player in our soccer club and also the smartest in our class. He is
excellent in both academics and sports.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PHFZUEE) (1) HTARE]

Kana FACLAHED

Roma ji zenjin mito

Meaning unexploited or unachieved by anyone,
unprecedented

1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji

= Hif A R 2

Kana HF A CA Fr &9

Roma ji zen jin mi to

Meaning Before Person Not yet Arrival

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

MiAl : It literally means “people in the previous” and indicates

"predecessors. ”
[R#]] : It means “unreached yet.”

MTAARZ] : It means “unreached or unexploited by any predecessors,” and it can
be written as RIARKS with another kanji character.

% Usage

It is used as a prenominal word, as in “zenjin mitdé no + [noun]” (HIARZRID~),
which means ”“something unexploited by anyone.” It is often followed by nouns such
as kiroku (ftd%) “record” or chi (M) “place,” as in “zenjin mito no kiroku”

(AT ARBNDOFEE,), which means “unprecedented record” or “zenjin mitd no chi”

(AT ARZIOH),” where no one has gone before.”

It is generally used in a positive context, such as when someone made an
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unprecedented accomplishment.
% Sample Sentences

X, MIARBI DKL EER LT,
Kare wa, zenjin mito no dai-kiroku o tassei shita.
He achieved an unprecedented perfect record.

BRFIT. ATARBIOHE BT,
Boken—ka wa, zenjin mito no chi o mezasu.
Adventurers head to places where no one has gone before.

PWtcix, RIAARD OB H & 3k LT,
Kanojo wa, zenjin mitd no 3—nen renzoku ytusho o tassei shita.
She achieved an unprecedented three successive victories.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PH=F@AGHE) (2) 4 s
Kana WH DN LD
Roma ji yimeimujitsu
Meaning to exist only in name
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
= f Z4 fug 5
Kana w9 HUY ie Co>
Roma ji vl mei mu jitsu
Meaning Exist Name Nothingness Reality

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

B4 : 1t literally means “to have a name.”
MES2| . It literally means “not to have substance.”




JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

[H445| 1t means “something has only a name, but has nothing substantial” or
“something is not so worth as meant by the name.”

% Usage

It is used as a na—adjective, as in “yomeimujitsu na + [noun]” (FAIEEZEIr~) or
"— wa yomeimujitsu da” (~IIFH 4 EE).

The set phrases, yumeimujitsu ni naru (FF4AEEIZ725) or yimeimujitsu—ka suru
(B4 #3234 25) are used to mean “something comes to have nothing in substance.”

% Sample Sentences

RO F FARIRGIE 2 AT, FAEHEE,
Dansei no ikuji kyuka seido nante, yOmeimujitsu da.
Maternity leave for men exists only in name.

T B M D B T IR 1003F 1 7228, Z AU 4 SRR HIAIE,
Kosoku doro no saiko jisoku wa 100-kiro da ga, kore wa yumeimujitsu na kisoku da.
The maximum speed on the highways is regulated as 100 km, but only in name.

N—E, B LG OSRINRRTE, A4ERICRD,

Raru wa, ihan shita baai no bassoku ga nakereba, yumei mujitsu ni naru.
Rules will come to exist only in name if there are no penalties for their
violation.
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Today’ s Yojijukugo (PHF#4GHE) (1) (0 I

Kana DAZEEI~A

Romaji rinkichen

Meaning to act according to circumstances
1st Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji

= i B It 73

Kana DA X B9 ~A~A

Roma ji rin ki o} hen

Meaning Confront Occasion Answer Change

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

I |
MZE |

MRS |

% Usage

: It means “to adapt to circumstances.”
: It means “to deal with change.”

: It means “to deal with things flexibly and appropriately depending
on the time and situation.”

It is often used as the adverbial phrase rinkichen ni (FGH&ILZIZ), as in

rinkiohen ni suru (FE#ELZIZ95) or rinkiohen ni taiou suru

(B8 IZ % 5), both of which mean “to adapt to circumstances.”

It can also be used as the prenominal modifier “rinkichen na + [noun]”
(GBI 72 ~), as in rinkiohen na kodo (EHH&I2721TH)), which means “flexible
action depending on the situation.”
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% Sample Sentences

BEKDY 7 =2 MZFbE T, BBISEIIE LT EEN,
O-kyaku—-sama no rikuesuto ni awasete, rinkiohen ni taio shite kudasai.
Please deal with our customers’ requests in a flexible and appropriate manner.

mARy M, BREICERITEIA IRV,
Robotto wa, rinkichen na kodo ga torenai.
Robots cannot adapt to circumstances.

WOHLNL—AEBDICHED B Z EITH LY, b o EEBBISEIZ LT,

Itsumo rtru doori ni susumeru koto wa muzukashii. Motto rinkichen ni shita ho ga
ii.

It’s difficult to always stick to the rules. You had better act more flexibly
depending on the situation.

Today’ s Yojijukugo (PU-F#EE) (2) s e

Kana b 9 LA

Roma ji chtto hanpa

Meaning unclear, betwixt and between, vague,
half-hearted

Ist Kanji 2nd Kanji 3rd Kanji 4th Kanji
PO RAGE H 475 o= vit
Kana Hw ) & XA X
Roma ji cha to han pa
Meaning Middle Way Half End

% History, Definition, Similar Expressions, etc.

[Hf1&] : It means “halfway” or “along the way.”
2] : It means “to be on neither side and be vague.”
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M@ : It indicates the state of things which are left unfinished or the
state of someone or something that is vague and unclear.

% Usage

It is used as a na—adjective, such as chito hanpa na (H@&>}ui72), which is a
prenomominal modifier, or chtito hanpa ni (H&R¥:¥@iZ), which is an adverbial
phrase.

It usually has negative connotations. For example, when you say “chtito hanpa na
shigoto” (Ha@&fui72fl:Z¥), it doesn’t just mean “unfinished work,” but also
implies “a half-hearted and poor job.”

% Sample Sentences

HR RIS )T, REILR2 W,
Choto hanpa na doryoku dewa, seikd shinai.
You cannot make it with a half-hearted effort.

g fBE s L b &, RIS,
Choto hanpa na taido o toru to, gokai sareru.
If you have an unclear attitude, you will be misunderstood.

2 R P i B TIRWIT 2R,
Shigoto o chito hanpa ni owarasete wa ikenai.
Don’ t leave your work half done.

FBEERICR DR, FUHITRN,
Choto hanpa ni yaruna. Shinken ni yare.
Don’t do it half right. Do it right.
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