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FINNISH

1. Sari: Hei, Minun nimeni on Sari, mikä sinun nimesi on?

2. Mary: Hei Sari, minun nimeni on Mary.

3. Sari: Hauska tutustua.

4. Mary: Kiitos samoin.

ENGLISH

1. Sari: Hello. My name is Sari. What's your name?

2. Mary: Hello Sari. My name is Mary.

3. Sari: Nice to meet you.

4. Mary: Me too.

VOCABULARY

Finnish English Class

hei hello expression

minun my pronoun

nimi name noun

Hauska tutustua. Nice to meet you. expression

olla to be verb

Kiitos samoin. Thanks, you too. expression

Minun nimeni on My name is phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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Hei, Mari. 
"Hello, Mari."

Minun nimeni on Mikko. 
"My name is Mikko."

Kenen nimellä varaus on? 
"Whose name is the reservation 
under?"

Hauska tutustua, Mari. 
"Nice to meet you, Mari."

Onko sinulla siskoa? 
"Do you have a sister?"

"Hauska tutustua." "Kiitos, 
samoin." 
"Nice to meet you." "You too."

Minun nimeni on Reeta. 
"My name is Reeta."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

Nimeni and nimesi 

Nimeni and nimesi should not be confused with each other. Nimeni is " my name," 
with the -ni ending as a possessive suffix. It is added to every noun when talking 
about possession in first person singular. Nimesi instead means "your name," and 
the -si suffix is a possessive suffix added to nouns when talking about possession 
in second person singular. You can notice the change of an -I in nimi to an -e before 
the suffix. This is a peculiarity of Finnish language when adding suffixes to words. 

For Example: 

1. Minun nimeni -. 
 "My name -."

2. Sinun nimesi on Mikko. 
 "Your name is Mikko."

Hauska  

Hauska is like the English word "fun." However, don't confuse it with kiva, which 
means "nice." Both can be used for the same purpose in the phrase "Nice to meet 
you," which can be said hauska tavata or kiva tavata, but hauska implies a more 
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formal meaning. 

Kiitos samoin 

Kiitos samoin literally means "thank you, you too" (or "the same way"). It has only 
one specific use, and that is to formally reply that you say the same as the other 
person, as the English phrases "me too," or "with the same intention." 

For Example: 

1. Onnea kokeeseen. 
 "Good luck with the exam."

2. Kiitos samoin. 
 "Thank you, you too." (Assuming both have exams)

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is How to Ask Somebody their Name.
 
 

To ask someone their name, just ask Mikä sinun nimesi on? Literally, this means 
"What is your name?" 

The first word, mikä, means "what." It is followed by sinun nimesi which is the noun 
"your name" and the verb for "is", "on." 

Mikä sinun nimesi on? With this question, you'll be able to meet people easily in 
Finland. 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Greeting a Finnish Person
 

When meeting someone for the first time in Finland, it is customary for men and 
women to shake hands when introducing themselves. This will be sufficient for all 
formal situations and is definitely the best strategy for business situations. 

Once you become friends with Finns, however, it is customary for women to hug, 
and for men to tap each other on the shoulders and shake hands. Sometimes you 
see men and women hugging each other, or even male friends hugging each other. 
Finns can be quite friendly once they get to know somebody. 
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FINNISH

1. Sari: Hei. Minun nimeni on Sari. Olen suomalainen.

2. Mary: Hei, olen Mary. Olen brittiläinen.

ENGLISH

1. Sari: Hello. My name is Sari. I'm Finnish.

2. Mary: Hello, I'm Mary. I'm British.

VOCABULARY

Finnish English Class

suomalainen Finnish (nationality) noun

brittiläinen British (nationality) noun

Minä olen I am/I'm pronoun

nimi name noun

minun my pronoun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Minä olen suomalainen. 
"I'm Finnish."

Minä olen brittiläinen. 
"I'm British."

Minä olen Sara. 
"I'm Sara."

Kenen nimellä varaus on? 
"Whose name is the reservation 
under?"
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Minun nimeni on Mikko. 
"My name is Mikko."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

To say you are a certain nationality, just say the phrase Minä olen, which means "I 
am," and add brittiläinen after it, which means "I am British." To change nationality 
to, say, Russian, use the same minä olen and just add the word for Russian at the 
end to form minä olen venäläinen. 

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is to Teach You How to Talk About Nationality 
 

Let's take a look at the dialog again. 

Maria: Hei, minä olen Mari. Olen brittiläinen. 

We start with a self-introduction ("Hello, my name is Mikko"). Then we say our 
nationality using the phrase olen venäläinen. 

Here are some examples: 

Finnish "English"

Olen suomalainen "I'm Finnish."

Olen venäläinen "I'm Russian."

Hän on amerikkalainen "He's American."

Hän on brittiläinen "She is British"

Oletko sinä japanilainen "Are you Japanese?"

Oletko sinä kiinalainen "Are you Chinese?"

Minun tyttöystäväni on ranskalainen. "My girlfriend is French."

Minun poikaystäväni on italialainen. "My boyfriend is Italian."

CULTURAL INSIGHT
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Why Study Finnish?
 

Finland is a popular tourist destination, and knowledge of Finnish will help you 
make the most of any visit there. For history buffs, Finnish is a member of Finnic 
languages and the Finno-Ugric group of languages. Understanding Finnish will help 
open up less well-known, but nevertheless fascinating aspects of Northern 
European culture. It's also great just to be able to order some delicious Finnish 
food using only Finnish. 
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FINNISH

1. A: Anteeksi, miten sanotaan “cheese” suomeksi?

2. B: Juusto

3. A: Anteeksi, en ymmärrä. Voisitko sanoa sen uudestaan?

4. B: Juusto

5. A: Voisitko sanoa sen hitaammin.

6. B: Juus-to

7. A: Voisitko kirjoittaa sen minulle suomeksi?

ENGLISH

1. A: Excuse me, how do you say "Cheese" in Finnish?

2. B: Cheese.

3. A: I'm sorry, I didn't understand. Say it once again, please.

4. B: Cheese.

5. A: Please, speak slower.

6. B: Chee-se.

7. A: Write this down in Finnish for me, please.

VOCABULARY
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Finnish English Class

Anteeksi. Pardon me.  Excuse me. expression

vähän a bit, a little, a few adverb

miten how, what a adverb

sanoa to say, to tell verb

ymmärtää to understand verb

ei not, does not/do not conjunction

suomeksi in Finnish adjective

se it pronoun

voida to be able to verb

uudestaan once more phrase

hitaammin more slowly adverb

kirjoittaa to write verb

minulle for me pronoun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Anteeksi, olen myöhässä. 
"Excuse me for being late."

Saisinko vähän teetä? 
"May I have a little tea, please?"

Minulla on vähän päänsärkyä. 
"I have a bit of a headache."

Miten pian tulet kotiin? 
"How soon will you come home?"

Miten voit? 
"How are you doing?"

Älä sano mitään. 
"Don’t say anything."

Voisitko sanoa missä on hotelli? 
"Could you tell me where the hotel 
is?"

Kun joku aivastaa, sanotaan 
"Terveydeksi." 
"When somebody sneezes, we say, 
'Bless you.'"
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Mitä hän sanoo? 
"What is he/she saying?"

Ymmärrän mitä olet sanomassa. 
"I understand what you are saying."

Voi, tämä ei ole hyvää. 
"Oh, this is not good."

Anteeksi, miten sanotaan 
"cheese" suomeksi? 
"Excuse me, how do you say 
'cheese' in Finnish?"

Se on huhtikuun 15. 
(viidestoista) päivä. 
"It's April 15th."

Kyllä, se on aika hyvää. 
"Yes, it's quite good."

Voisitko sanoa sen uudestaan? 
"Could you say it once again?"

Voisitko korjata sen minulle? 
"Could you repair it for me?"

Voinko katsoa tätä kuvaa? 
"Can I look at this picture?"

Sanon sen uudestaan. 
"I'll say it again."

Aja hitaammin, kiitos! 
"Drive slower, please!"

En osaa kirjoittaa suomeksi. 
“I can’t write in Finnish.”

Voitko tuoda minulle hampurilaisen? 
“Can you bring me a burger?”

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

Anteeksi means "excuse me" and has the same usage as in English when used in 
questions. However, if we use it in an interrogative sentence, the meaning of 
anteeksi will change to "I'm sorry." 

For Example: 

1. Anteeksi, mitä kello on nyt? 
 "Excuse me, what time is it now?"
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2. Anteeksi, en huomannut sinua. 
 "I'm sorry, I didn't notice you."

3. Anteeksi, missä on vessa? 
 Excuse me, where is the toilet?

Vähän hitaammin, kiitos. 

We don't mention "to speak" as this is automatically understood from the context in 
the conversation. In other words, the meaning of this phrase depends on the 
context. 

For example: 

1. Ajat liian nopeasti! Aja vähän hitaammin, kiitos. 
 "You're driving too fast! Drive a bit more slowly please."

Vähän hitaammin means "a bit slower." If you have difficulty understanding your 
companion, you can simply say this. 

1. Hitaammin, kiitos. 
 "Slower, please."

Voitko kirjoittaa sen minulle? 

Again, this is understood by its context. The sentence by itself simply prompts the 
listener to write something ("that") for you. If you want to specify the language, you 
add the language you want it written down in and at the end of the language you 
add the suffix -ksi. Suomeksi, englanniksi. Notice that there might be some changes 
at the end of the word or in the middle. 

For example: 

1. Voitko kirjoittaa sen minulle suomeksi? 
 "Can you write that down in Finnish for me, please?"

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Using Finnish Phrases to Learn More 
Finnish
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Our first phrase was: Anteeksi, miten sanotaan ______________ suomeksi. Anteeksi 
("Excuse me") 

The first word in this sentence means "excuse me" and has the same usage as in 
English when used in questions. However, if we use it in an interrogative sentence, 
the meaning of anteeksi will change to "I'm sorry." 

For Example:  

Anteeksi, miten sanotaan___________ suomeksi ("How do you say ________in 
Finnish?") 

Miten sanotaan literally means "How is ___ said." We can translate suomeksi as "in 
Finnish," and it refers to the language in our case. 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Give it your Best Shot!
 

Finns really appreciate any effort to speak their language rather than watching yet 
another tourist try to get by with just English. The phrases introduced in this lesson 
will demonstrate a real earnestness to study the language, which will strengthen a 
positive impression and can help you make friends. 

What's more, sticking with Finns as much as possible will help you get access to 
some of the lesser-known, and more interesting, spots that you won't find in 
English-language guidebooks. Using Finnish can really open up Finland, and nothing 
beats an immersion experience when it comes to providing new perspectives on 
travel and on life. 
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FINNISH

1. A: yksi (1),

2. B: ja

3. A: kaksi (2)

4. B: ja

5. A: kolme (3)

6. B: ja

7. A: neljä (4)

8. B: ja

9. A: viisi (5)

10. B: ja

11. A: kuusi (6)

12. B: ja

13. A: seitsemän (7)

14. B: ja

15. A: kahdeksan (8)

16. B: ja

CONT'D OVER
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17. A: yhdeksän (9)

18. B: ja

19. A: kymmenen (10)

ENGLISH

1. A: one

2. B: And

3. A: two,

4. B: And

5. A: three,

6. B: And

7. A: four,

8. B: And

9. A: five,

10. B: And

11. A: six,

12. B: And

CONT'D OVER
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13. A: seven,

14. B: And

15. A: eight,

16. B: And

17. A: nine,

18. B: And

19. A: ten

VOCABULARY

Finnish English Class

yksi one numeral

kymmenen ten numeral

kaksi two numeral

kolme three numeral

viisi five numeral

kuusi six numeral

neljä four numeral

seitsemän seven numeral

kahdeksan eight numeral

yhdeksän nine numeral

ja and conjunction

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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Kykloopilla on yksi silmä. 
"A cyclops has one eye."

Minulla on yksi omena. 
"I have one apple."

Kymmenessä mukissa on 
kahvia. 
"There’s coffee in ten mugs."

Sinulla on kymmenen sormea. 
"You have ten fingers."

Kyllä, kaksi kertaa. 
"Yes, I've been twice."

Hänellä on kaksi koiraa. 
"He has two dogs."

Minun täytyy olla siellä 
kahdelta. 
"I've got to be there at two o'clock."

Saisinko kolme päärynää. 
"May I have three pears, please."

Isälläni on kolme sisarusta. 
"My father has three siblings."

Kolme meistä menee tänä iltana. 
"The three of us are going tonight."

Viidellä pojalla on sama nimi. 
"Five boys have the same name."

Viisi tyttöä. 
"Five girls."

Kuudella tytöllä on omena. 
"Six girls have an apple."

Kuusi pulloa olutta. 
"Six bottles of beer."

Neljästä kortista puuttuu osoite. 
"The address is missing from four 
cards."

Se maksaa 4 (neljä) euroa. 
"It's 4 euros."

Hän osti neljä villapuseroa . 
"She bought four jumpers."

Neljä ihmistä ei tullut. 
"Four people did not come."

Ota ruokaa seitsemästä 
kulhosta. 
"Take food from seven bowls."

Seitsemän kääpiötä. 
"Seven dwarves."
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Kortti menee perille 
kahdeksassa päivässä. 
"The card will reach its destination 
in eight days."

Kahdeksan lausetta. 
"Eight sentences."

Kello on kahdeksan. 
"It's eight o'clock."

Käyn huomenna yhdeksässä 
kaupassa. 
"I will visit nine stores tomorrow."

Kissoilla on yhdeksän elämää. 
"Cats have nine lives."

Yksi valkoviini ja kaksi olutta, 
kiitos. 
"One white wine and two beers, 
please."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

Numbers From Eleven to Twenty 
 

As you might have already noticed, we form the numbers thirteen to nineteen 
simply by adding -toista after the number. 

Here are some more examples:  

Finnish English

yksitoista vuotta "eleven years"

kaksitoista autoa "twelve cars"

kuusitoista vuotta vanha "sixteen years old"

kaksikymmentä ihmistä "twenty people"

The Multiples of Ten 
 

You need to learn the tens in Finnish separately, but once you can do one through 
ten, it should not be a problem. They all end in -kymmentä, which is just added to 
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the number. 

Some exceptions just need blind memorizing. 

1. kaksikymmentä 
 "twenty"

2. neljäkymmentä 
 "forty"

3. seitsemänkymmentä 
 "seventy"

Other Compound Numbers 
 

We form other compound numbers in the same way we form the English numerals 
- that is, by placing numbers from one to nine after twenty, thirty, forty, fifty...ninety. 

For Example: 

1. kaksikymmentäneljä kerrosta 
 "twenty-four stories"

2. neljäkymmentäviisi minuuttia 
 "forty-five minutes"

3. kahdeksankymmentäkuusi prosenttia 
 "eighty-six percent"

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Finnish Numerals. 
 

From the point of view of the word order, Finnish numerals have the same usage 
as in English—the number comes first, followed by a noun (the thing you are 
counting). 

For Example: 

1. yksi lippu 
 "one ticket"
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2. kolme ihmistä 
 "three people"

3. neljäkymmentä vuotta 
 "forty years"

Numbers From One to Ten 
 

The things that need special consideration when using Finnish numerals are 

1. number (singular or plural)

2. linguistics (cardinal or ordinal)

As with English and many other languages, Finnish cardinal and ordinal numbers 
sound different. While cardinal numbers are used to count quantity, ordinals denote 
a position in an order. In Finnish, all cardinal numbers from one to one million have 
ordinal equivalents. 

For example: 

Finnish Cardinal English 
Cardinal

Finnish Ordinal English Ordinal

neljäkymmentä "forty" neljäskymmenes "fortieth"

sata "hundred" sadas "hundredth"

The first twelve numbers are a bit trickier as each cardinal number has its own 
ordinal conjugation. After thirteen, all cardinal numbers up to twenty end in "-ende" 
when ordinal. 

Finnish Cardinal Finnish Ordinal English Cardinal

yksi ensimmäinen "one"

kaksi toinen "two"

kolme kolmas "three"

neljä neljäs "four"
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viisi viides "five"

kuusi kuudes "six"

seitsemän seitsemäs "seven"

kahdeksan kahdeksas "eight"

yhdeksän yhdeksäs "nine"

kymmenen kymmenes "ten"

yksitoista yhdestoista "eleven"

kaksitoista kahdestoista "twelve"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Practice Makes Perfect
 

Finnish and English come from different root languages, so the observant traveler 
will find completely different types of vocabulary between the two. 

Oral practice of Finnish will only serve to make these connections more obvious, 
and the learner is encouraged to practice speaking, both to oneself and to others, 
as often as possible. 
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FINNISH

1. A: sata,

2. B: kaksisataa,

3. A: kolmesataa,

4. B: neljäsataa,

5. A: viisisataa

6. B: kuusisataa,

7. A: seitsemänsataa,

8. B: kahdeksansataa,

9. A: yhdeksänsataa

10. B: tuhat,

11. A: viisituhatta,

12. B: kymmenentuhatta

13. A: viisikymmentätuhatta,

14. B: satatuhatta

15. A: miljoona

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER
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1. A: one hundred

2. B: two hundred

3. A: three hundred

4. B: four hundred

5. A: five hundred

6. B: six hundred

7. A: seven hundred

8. B: eight hundred

9. A: nine hundred

10. B: one thousand

11. B: five thousand

12. A: six thousand

13. B: ten thousand

14. A: fifty thousand

15. B: one hundred thousand

16. A: one million

VOCABULARY
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Finnish English Class

sata hundred numeral

tuhat thousand numeral

kaksisataa two hundred numeral

kolmesataa three hundred numeral

viisisataa five hundred numeral

kuusisataa six hundred numeral

neljäsataa four hundred numeral

seitsemänsataa seven hundred numeral

kahdeksansataa eight hundred numeral

yhdeksänsataa nine hundred numeral

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Hotellihuone maksaa 
kolmesataaviisikymmentä euroa 
yöltä. 
"The hotel room is three hundred 
fifty euros per night."

Sata senttiä on yksi euro. 
"One hundred cents is one euro."

Löysin tuhat euroa. 
"I found one thousand euros!"

Tuhat euroa seitsemältä yöltä 
hotellissa on aika kallis. 
"Thousand euros for seven nights 
in a hotel is quite expensive"

Onko kaksisataa euroa paljon? 
"Is two hundred euros a lot?"

Tämä kaupunki on kolmesataa 
vuotta vanha. 
"This city is three hundred years 
old."
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Yhtiössämme on viisisataa 
työntekijää töissä. 
"There are five hundred employees 
working in our company."

Voitko vaihtaa kuusisataa 
dollaria euroiksi minulle. 
"Please change six hundred dollars 
into euro for me."

Hän lainasi neljäsataa euroa 
minulle. 
"He lent four hundred euros to me."

Laukku maksaa seitsemänsataa 
euroa. 
"The bag cost seven hundred 
Euros."

Kulutin kahdeksansataa Euroa 
yhtenä päivänä. 
"I spent eight hundred euro in one 
day."

Antiikki oli yhdeksänsataa 
vuotta vanha. 
"The antique was nine hundred 
years old."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

Let's take a look at numbers in the millions in Finnish. 
 As you can see, they all end in "-miljoonaa." 

Finnish "English"

miljoonaa "one million"

kaksimiljoonaa "two million"

kolmemiljoonaa "three million"

neljämiljoonaa "four million"

viisimiljoonaa "five million"

kuusimiljoonaa "six million"

seitsemänmiljoonaa "seven million"

kahdeksanmiljoonaa "eight million"

yhdeksänmiljoonaa "nine million"

GRAMMAR
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The Focus of This Lesson Is How to Learn Numbers Larger than 100 in 
Finnish. 
 

The easiest way to remember large Finnish numbers is to understand their 
structure first. In the previous Boot Camp lesson, we covered the numbers from 
one to one hundred. As you can remember, the most important thing was to 
memorize the numbers from one to ten and then build larger numbers by 
modifying endings, adding or dropping some parts, and so on. There are 
exceptions among the commons rules, but in general, Finnish numbers have a 
strong logical system according to how the numbers are built. 

100 

"One hundred" in Finnish is sata; however, when counting the rest of the hundreds, 
this word changes. For example, "two hundred" is kaksisataa and "three hundred" 
is kolmesataa. As you might have noticed, we use numbers two through nine first, 
and then we add -sataa. This makes the hundreds. 

1,000 

Here, things are just as easy. Like "hundred" we add "thousand," (-tuhatta) to the 
end of one through nine. For example "one thousand" is tuhat, "two thousand," is 
kaksituhatta, and so on. 

For Example: 

1. tuhat 
 "one thousand"

2. kolmetuhatta 
 "three thousand"

3. viisituhatta

All the way up to "nine hundred thousand" (yhdeksänkymmentätuhatt) the system 
is logical and easy like the English number system. Just remember that all the 
numbers are contracted into one long word. So, for example "One hundred and 
thirty two thousand, four hundred and ninety six" would, in Finnish, be: 

Satakolmekymmentäkaksituhattaneljäsataayhdeksänkymmentäkuusi 

It may be overwhelming to read, but you'll gradually get used to it. Also notice that 
where you would naturally put an "and" between numbers in English is the same in 
Finnish. So, "two thousand and eleven" would be kaksituhattayksitoista. 

CULTURAL INSIGHT



FINNISHPOD101.COM  BASIC BOOTCAMP #5 - COUNTING FROM 100-1,000,000 IN FINNISH 7

Prices in Finland
 

The exchange rate between the US dollar and the Euro can vary greatly, but food 
prices in a city like Helsinki tend to be comparable to those of big cities in the 
United States. An average meal will be 20-30 Euro, but a very nice meal can cost 
as much as 60 Euros. Exotic food, such as that from the Mediterranean, will be the 
most expensive, but native dishes, such as lohikeitto, will be far more reasonable. 
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The History of the Finnish Language
 

Background 

Linguistics 

1. Finnish is a Finno-Ugric language, part of a large language family that includes 
languages such as Hungarian and Estonian. It has around five million native 
speakers. 

2. The Finnish language has two main regional dialects (murre); one is the Eastern 
dialect and the other one is the Western dialect. These have some pronunciation 
differences with vowels, but they mostly operate with the same grammatical rules. 

3. Finnish is written in the Roman script, and compared to the English alphabet, it 
has three more vowels in it. 

About Finland 

Finland is officially known as Suomen tasavalta (The Republic of Finland). It has 
three different ethnic groups—Finns; Finnish-Swedish, who speak Swedish as their 
native language; and Sami, the Northern Finnish people. 

Where Finnish is Spoken 

Finnish is mainly spoken within Finland, but there are small communities of Finnish 
speakers all over the world, including in Sweden, Russia, Australia, the United 
States of America, Canada, and many other regions. 

Why Finnish is Important 

So why should you learn Finnish? Here are some of the top reasons! 

1. To communicate with Finnish people. Whether it's with Finnish friends, family 
members, or people you meet when traveling—it doesn't matter. Finnish has over 
five million speakers. That's a lot of people to converse with! 

2. Finnish pronunciation is easy! Finnish is pronounced just the way it looks, so you 
can start speaking right away. 

3. Learn more than just a language. Learning Finnish will give you great insight into 
the world of Finnish that you just can't get any other way. By learning how the 
language works, you'll learn more about how the culture works. 

4. Finnish is fun! Finland is known for its wide variety of rich activities, such as 
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music, design, and winter sports. 

5. Traveling to and within Finland is truly a life-changing experience. Finland has 
cultural diversity, a rich and complex history, and vibrant natural beauty to boot. It 
truly is one of the cultural and natural treasures of the world that everyone should 
experience at some point. 



LESSON NOTES

All About #2
Cracking the Finnish Writing 

System 

CONTENTS 

2 Grammar

# 2 

COPYRIGHT © 2012 INNOVATIVE LANGUAGE LEARNING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



FINNISHPOD101.COM  ALL ABOUT #2 - CRACKING THE FINNISH WRITING SYSTEM 2

GRAMMAR

The Finnish Writing System 
 

Finnish is written with the Roman alphabet, which makes it more accessible to 
those who speak European languages in general. However, the Finnish alphabet 
has three more vowels than, for example, the English one - å, ä and ö. 

Consonants 
 

The [k] sound (like "c" as in cat) - is always pronounced /k/ 

Example: kissa ("cat") 

The [j] sound (like "j" as in yes) - is pronounced /j/ 

Example: järvi ("lake") 

The [ng] sound (like "ng" as in kengät) - is usually replacing the consonant pair nk, 
like in kenkä ("shoe"). 

Example: kengät, langat ("shoes," "threads") 

Vowels 
 

The å is read as "Swedish o," or ruotsalainen O in Finnish. It appears in Swedish 
names in Finland, like Åbo or Åland. 

The [ä] sound (like "ae" as in that) -is always pronounced /ä/. 

Example: äiti, ääni ("mother," "voice/sound") 

The [ö] sound (like "ö" as in pöllö) - is pronounced [ö]. 

Example: pöllö, löytää ("owl," "to find"). 

Finnish vowels are pronounced a little differently than the English ones. 

A is pronounced like the vowel in the English word "car". It can be found in the 
Finnish word auto. 

E is pronounced like the vowel in the English word English. "they". It can be found in 
the Finnish word hei. 

I is pronounced like the vowel in the English word "me" or It can be found in the 
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Finnish word kiitos. 
 O is pronounced like the vowel in the English word "boats". It can be found in the 
Finnish words orava (squirrel) and koulu (school). 

U is pronounced like the vowel in the English word "you" with the diphthong ou. In 
Finnish, it can be found in tuuli or tuli. 

Y is pronounced a little bit like the vowel in the English word "you". It can be found 
in the Finnish words kyllä or yö. 

Another speciality of the Finnish language is the double vowel and double 
consonant phenomenon. These just become long sounds, and it is really important 
to notice the doubles because the meaning of the word changes often if one vowel/
consonant is left out. 

For example, kuka is "who" and kukka is "flower." Tuli is "fire" and tuuli is "wind." 
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Basic Finnish Grammar
 

Welcome to our explanation of Basic Finnish Grammar! Now, we know that the 
mere mention of grammar is enough to make your palms sweat and perhaps bring 
back some not-so-good memories of your old high school language classes. But 
don't worry—we're here to give you a basic overview of Finnish grammar using 
language that's easy to understand—no drawn-out, long-winded explanations to be 
found here! Learn Finnish grammar quickly while having fun at the same time! 

Before we take a look at Finnish grammar, though, let's quickly go over the basics 
of English grammar first. By understanding more about how English works, you'll be 
able to see how it is similar (and different!) from Finnish grammar. 

First, let's take a look at sentence order. 
English is what we call an SVO language, which means that sentences come in the 
order of subject-verb-object. Let's illustrate this with an example. 

English sentence order: 

 Subject Verb  Object

"I eat fruit"

The subject, or the one doing the action, is "I." The verb, or action, is "eat." The 
object, or the one "receiving" the action, is "fruit". This is an example of a sentence 
in an SVO language. 
Finnish is also an SVO language, as shown in the table below. 

Finnish sentence order: 

 Subject  Verb  Object 

Minä syön hedelmää

"I eat fruit"

Characteristics of the Finnish Language
 

Now let's take a look at some characteristics of Finnish by comparing them with 
English characteristics. First, we'll talk about features that are much simpler than 
their English counterparts. 

Tense 
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First, let's start with tense. Tense is a method that we use in English to refer to time
—past, present, and future. If you are a native English speaker, you might not even 
be aware of how many tenses there are in English. Let's think about the future 
tense for a moment. The sentence "I jog" in the present tense becomes "I will jog" 
or even "I'm going to jog" (and these have slightly different meanings! Did you 
ever notice?). Finnish, on the other hand, has tenses more or less like English! 

Let's take this example: 

1. Minä menen torille. 
"I go to the market."

So how do we change this to the future? Simple! We just add a word - aion - 
before the main verb mennä (the infinitive of menen, "to go"). You can add other 
words as well to clearly indicate a future time: 

1. Minä aion mennä torille (huomenna/ensi viikolla). 
"I will go to the market (tomorrow/next week)."

Now, I know many of you think that this is marking tense—of course, this aion 
(aikoa in infinitive) indicates an action that should happen at some future point in 
time. However, notice that the verb itself doesn't change—it stays in infinitive form. 
To make it even clearer that it's in the future, though, you can add a word that tells 
us when you will go to the supermarket, like huomenna, "tomorrow," or 
myöhemmin, "later." If you have a word that indicates future in there, then there is 
no doubt that this action will take place in the future. 

Conjugation 

English is full of irregular verbs. In many cases, we can turn verbs into past tense 
by adding "-ed" to the end, but think of how many exceptions there are to this rule
—"fly" becomes "flew," "run" becomes "ran," "buy" becomes "bought"...the list 
goes on! If you've ever studied a Romance language, then you know how common 
exceptions are when it comes to conjugating verbs. 

In the same way, Finnish verbs conjugate as well! 

English and many other languages also conjugate verbs according to who's doing 
the action; for example, "I go" vs. "he goes." When you get into Romance 
languages, this system gets even more complex. In Finnish, the verb always 
changes according to the subject! Let's look at a few examples so that we can 
understand this better. First, note that the verb "to go" is mennä. 

1. Minä menen kouluun. 
"I go to school."
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2. Hän menee kouluun. 
"He goes to school."

3. Sinä menet kouluun. 
"You go to school."

Take a look at the verb (mennä infinitive). It changes a little bit. As the verb 
changes according to the subject, we can even omit the subject. How great is that? 

Singulars and Plurals
 

Remember learning all of the complicated rules for forming plurals in English when 
you were in grade school? We first learn that you add "-s" to a word to make it 
plural, but then comes one exception after another, such as words like knives, 
candies, and mice. Well, Finnish words change to plurals as well. Kissa, the word 
for "cat," becomes kissat when in plural. 

Making Questions
 

Think for a moment about how you make questions in English. You have to change 
the order of the sentence! Here's an example: 

"He is a student" becomes "Is he a student?" 

In Finnish, it's quite similar to create questions. By simply switching the place of 
subject and verb (as in English) and putting ko (which means "what") at the end of 
the verb, you can turn it into a question! Let's take a look at the Finnish equivalent 
of the sentence above: 

1. Hän on opiskelija Onko hän opiskelija? 
"S/He is a student". "Is s/he a student?"

Let's look at one more. 

1. He asuvat Helsingissä. Asuvatko he Helsingissä? 
"They live in Helsinki." "Do they live in Helsinki?"

Okay, now let's take a look at some characteristics that are unique to the Finnish 
language and may not have any equivalent in English. 

Noun Cases
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Finnish has a long list of cases, or suffixes, that are used to replace prepositions 
or postpositions. The correct case depends on the direction or the position of the 
noun. For example, there are different cases for going inside a building or going 
just outside of a building. While English uses prepositions to define these cases, 
Finnish uses suffixes. We don't want to scare you, but there are fifteen of them in 
total! 

Omission 

In English, we almost always need to state the subject in our sentences. 
"Yesterday, I went shopping at the mall, and then I went to Starbucks, where I had a 
latte." 

Note that we need to state "I" for every action. In Finnish, the subject is often 
omitted from the sentence when it's understood who is doing the action. In fact, 
stating the subject every time will actually make your Finnish sound unnatural. The 
key is to only state the subject when it's absolutely necessary. In this way, Finnish 
lets you get straight to the important part of your sentence! 

That wasn't so bad, was it? We hope that this overview has given you a good idea 
of some of the unique characteristics of Finnish. Keeping these in mind will give 
you an idea of what to look out for and will prepare you as you dive further into the 
world of Finnish grammar! 
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Basic Finnish Pronunciation 
 

It's often been said that Finnish pronunciation is one of the easiest aspects of the 
language. And guess what—it's true! But it still takes some practice, and we're 
here to help you with it. We'll introduce you to the ins and outs of Finnish 
pronunciation and show you how it differs from English pronunciation. 

Sounds and Syllables 
 

Let's first take a look at how Finnish sounds work. Compared with other languages, 
Finnish has a relatively small set of sounds, with only thirteen native consonant 
sounds (d, g, h, j, k, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, v) and nine vowels (a, e, i, o, u, y, ä, ö). In 
Finnish, there are no such words like the English word "strength," which has 
clusters of three or more consonants. Finnish is made up of syllables that usually 
have vowels and consonants alternating. Sometimes one vowel makes a syllable, 
and only rarely are two consonants next to each other in one syllable. 

Examples of Finnish words: 

C = consonant, V = vowel 

a.la "field" V.CV

kuk.ka "flower" CVC.CV

si.nä "you" CV.CV

Aspiration 
 

What is aspiration? Aspiration refers to the puff of air native English speakers 
produce after certain sounds, such as /p/, /t/, and /k/. Now, try saying the word 
"two" aloud. "TWO." Notice how there's a puff of air after the [t]. You can also hold a 
piece of paper loosely in front of your face and say "two." Notice that the paper 
moves when you pronounce [t] - this is because of the aspiration. If you are a 
native English speaker, you probably are not even aware of this—it just comes 
naturally. 

Finnish, on the other hand, barely has any aspiration. Only the h has some 
aspiration, as in the word hieno ("nice, fine"). Aspirating consonants like we do in 
English when speaking Finnish will sound unnatural, so be careful! 

Next, let's focus on the sounds that are particular to the Finnish language, like j. 
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This is similar to the English "y," for example, in words like "yes" or "you." In 
Finnish, there are words like järvi ("lake") or joki ("river") that have this sound. 

Then we have the last three vowels of the alphabet - Å, Ä, and Ö. These are 
separate vowels and not just a and o with some accents or dots on them. Let's 
start with the Å. This is used only in Swedish words, for example, city names like 
Åbo ("Turku") and Åland ("Ahvenanmaa"). It is pronounced exactly the same way as 
the Finnish O. Then we have Ä. This has a little bit of a different sound than A. Let's 
hear them one after another—A, Ä. Ä has a little bit more of a posterior sound than 
A and sounds a little bit more nasal. Ä is in many basic Finnish words, like äiti 
("mother"), isä ("father"), lämmin ("warm"), and täällä ("here"). Then, we have one 
last one left—Ö. Ö is different than O, and many Finnish words have this letter, like 
yö ("night") or syödä ("to eat"). It is often together with Ä in the same words, as 
they follow the rules of "Vowel harmony," a phenomenon in Finnish language. 

This might sound like a lot to consider, but remember that learning good 
pronunciation is one of the easier aspects of Finnish! 
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Top 5 Must Know Finnish Phrases 
 

Here we'll introduce five phrases in Finnish that will take you a long way and help 
you out in a variety of situations! 

Anteeksi: "Excuse me;" "I'm sorry" 

Anteeksi is a versatile phrase with a few different meanings depending on the 
situation, the closest translation of which is "excuse me." Whether you are trying to 
get someone's attention to ask them a question, making your way through a 
crowded area, or apologizing for running into someone or stepping on their foot, 
anteeksi is the word that you want to use. 

Ole hyvä: "Go ahead;" "You may" 

If you're offering something to someone or would like someone to go ahead of 
you or do something before you, ole hyvä is the phrase you are looking for. 
Offering your seat to someone on the train? Ole hyvä. Holding the door for 
someone and would like them to go right ahead? Ole hyvä. Offering someone a 
souvenir? Ole hyvä. 

Kiitos: "Please;" "thank you" 

This expression is the closest Finnish has to the English word "please." Also, this 
originally means "thank you," so it also has the connotation of thanking for 
something. Actually "thank you" is its basic meaning. 

You'll also find that it's used to ask favors of or to make requests to other people. 

Kiitos riittää: "Thank you, it's enough"  

This very useful phrase in Finnish can be used if you are offered more than you can 
possibly take or bear. Kiitos riittää literally means "thank you, it's enough." Usually it 
is used when something is being offered to us - for example, food or drinks - and 
we want to refuse. If you don't want any more of something, many times you can 
say to your hosts kiitos riittää, and they will understand your intention. 

Selvä: "Clear;" "Understood" 

And now the last one of the Top Five: selvä. The most common translation for this 
word is "clear" or "understood." However, this phrase is often used by Finnish 
people as they are listening to show that they are following what the speaker is 
saying—it doesn't necessarily mean that they agree with or are affirming anything 
that the speaker is saying. Just something to keep in mind to hopefully avoid any 
confusion! 
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All About Finland—Quiz 
 

Four things you have to know about Finland! Test your knowledge of Finland. 

This lesson will build your basic knowledge of Finland by quizzing you on four 
areas of knowledge: Geography, Travel, Money, and Myth Busting. 

1. Geography: How many regions does Finland have? 

A) 25 
 B) 19 
 C) 33 

Answer: B. Finland has nineteen provinces, the largest of which is Uusimaa, which 
is the southernmost province, where the country's capital is situated as well. 

2. Travel Question: The following are popular tourist sites in Finland. 
Which one is located in Helsinki? 

A) Turun linna 
 B) Muumimaa 
 C) Temppeliaukion kirkko 

The answer is C) Temppeliaukion kirkko. Temppeliaukion kirkko, a famous stone 
church, is built underground. It is located in Helsinki and is really worth visiting. 

3. Economic Question: What is the national currency of Finland? 

Answer: The euro, abbreviated e. Presently, 1 e = 1.3 USD. 

4. Debunking a myth about Finland: 

True/False: Finland is in Lapland. 

False! Understandably, the first thing a lot of people think about when they think of 
Finland is Lapland and the Northern Lights, to the point where they think that they're 
synonymous. The truth is that Lapland is the region in the Northernmost part of 
Finland. It is famous for its Northern Lights and beautiful landscapes. Winter days 
are short with hardly any sun and summer days are long and it doesn't get dark at 
all. 
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Finnish Cuisine 
 

What comes to your mind when you think of Finnish food? Have you ever thought 
of it before? Well, not too many are familiar with Finnish food, so there's a whole 
new world waiting to be discovered when you finally try it! 

Table Etiquette 

Before we go on to the food, let's first talk about Finnish table etiquette. First, if 
you are invited to a house, do NOT eat as soon as food has been set in front of 
you. You should wait for your host to say olkaa hyvä ("please") before eating. 

A fork, knife, and spoon are usually used as utensils. These are usually set with the 
fork on the left side and the knife on the right side. The spoon might be on the top 
of the plate or next to the fork. There is no rule regarding which hand you should 
use for the utensils. Usually, if there is a fork and a knife, the fork will be on the left 
hand. If there is just a fork or a spoon, you can use the hand you feel more 
comfortable with. If there is a napkin, usually it is placed on your knees in case you 
drop something. You can wipe your mouth with it too, if you need to clean around 
your mouth. 

Popular Dishes 

Some of the most popular dishes in Finland are usually quite different from what 
people might imagine. If you were to look at the average Finnish person's lunch, 
what would you find? The most common Finnish lunch is either salaatti ("salad") or 
voileipä ("sandwich"). Most people have a lunch restaurant at their office, so there 
they can have various types of things for lunch. 

Other everyday Finnish foods include lohi (a Finnish salmon in various dishes), 
various dishes of potato, and various soups and more. 

Top 5 Foods to Try in Finland 
 

Poronkäristys 

Poronkäristys is sautéed reindeer. It is a typical dish from northern Finland, or 
Lappi. It is usually served with mashed potatoes and lingonberry jam. It is a mixture 
of many tastes. You can get it almost everywhere in North, but in the South it is a 
little bit more difficult to find. It is worth trying! The reindeer meat is nice and has a 
little different taste than that of other forest animals like deer. 

Graavilohi 
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Graavilohi is salmon marinade. You might think of smoked salmon, but this is a little 
different. It is marinated in herbs and has a very nice taste. This is a favorite of 
many Finns. It can be eaten on a top of bread, as a starter to a meal, or just 
together with the rest of the meal. It is very nice! 

Ruisleipä  

Ruisleipä is rye bread in English. Finns eat a lot of various types of bread, and rye 
bread is the most common type. You might be wondering, What's the difference 
between rye bread and wheat bread? Well, rye bread is made with rye flour and 
has a dense texture. Its taste is a little bit bitter. Wheat bread, on the other hand, is 
made with wheat flour and is usually soft with a little bit of a sweet taste. Rye bread 
is delicious with some salmon, cheese, or fresh butter on top of it. It can serve as 
a snack, a starter, or a meal. 

Lohikeitto  

This is the Finnish take on salmon soup. Salmon in general is a famous dish for 
Finland. Finns love salmon in every possible dish. Finnish lohikeitto usually has 
quite a few ingredients in it. Usually these are potatoes, onion, salmon, and dill, the 
herb used often for fish seasoning. 

Mustikkapiirakka 

Mustikkapiirakka is a blueberry pie. Homemade pies are usually made by picking 
the blueberries straight from the Finnish woods. There are various recipes to make 
it, but it tastes delicious every time. Usually, the dough is a little crunchy and the 
pie is really full of blueberries. Delicious! 

Karjalanpiirakka  

Karjalanpiirakka is a rye pastry filled with rice porridge. It is originally from Eastern 
part of Finland, Carelia, in Finnish Karjala, but nowadays it's a famous food all over 
the country. Usually it is eaten heated, and traditionally it has egg-butter cream on 
top of it. 

Top 5 Foods for the Brave 
 

Salmiakki 

Salmiakki is "liquorice" in English. Actually, it is not a food but a candy, and Finns 
love it. It is usually quite hard and black in color. It is a peculiar candy and doesn't 
have a very sweet taste. 

Mämmi 

Mämmi is a dish served during Easter in Finland. It's basically a dessert made of 
beer malt. It is black and little bit sticky and usually eaten together with milk or 
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cream. Actually, it has a pretty nice and soft taste. Just don't think about how it 
looks. 

Mustamakkara 

This is a dish from a special region in Finland, a city called Tampere. It literally 
means black sausage, and it is called black because it is actually black. It is a 
Finnish blood sausage traditionally eaten with lingonberry jam. There is some 
crushed rye in it as well, so the taste is a bit richer than normal sausages. It's 
sometimes fried so it is surely a good energy source. Not all Finns like it because 
of the peculiarity, but it is certainly worth of trying. 

Kalakukko  

Kalakukko is a rye bread filled with fish, pork, and bacon. This is a typical food 
from the region of Kuopio. It is usually filled with vendace (in Finnish, muikku) or 
European perch (ahven). 

Piimä 

Piimä means "sour milk" or "butter milk." Piimä tastes a bit like sour milk and it is 
denser than milk. They say it is good for the stomach because it contains a lot of 
lactic acid bacteria. Finns drink it sometimes with their meal, or it can be drunk on 
its own, especially in the case of stomachaches. It works the same way as some 
yoghurts. 
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Top 5 Things You Need to Know About Finnish Society 
 

Society is a very broad topic, and is hard to summarize in a single lesson. That's 
why we're narrowing it down to the top five most important aspects of Finnish 
society! 

Major Cities And How they Work 

Helsinki is the capital of Finland and the largest city in the country. It is also 
inhabited by one-fifth of Finland's population. It can be called Suur-Helsinki or 
Greater Helsinki. The Greater Helsinki is made up of twelve separate cities as well 
as numerous small islands in front of the coast line of Helsinki. Helsinki has lots of 
different districts that each have their own personality. One of them is Töölö, which 
is something like the luxury living district. There are many famous people living in 
the area. For the casual tourist, though, it might be a nice place to visit, as there 
are some coffee shops, trendy restaurants, and many parks. 

Also in Helsinki, you have Eira, another slightly expensive district with small 
boutiques and trendy restaurants; Kallio, with its famous artistic area; and Central 
Helsinki, known for the largest dome in Finland, its big shopping district, and its 
many touristic attractions. 

Then, in contrast to Central Helsinki, there are the natural surrounding areas, like 
Kaivopuisto, the huge park along the seaside; Seurasaari, an island with romantic 
cafes reachable by passing a bridge; and of course, many small islands in front of 
the capital. There is also Suomenlinna, the Sea Fortress that is a UNESCO World 
Heritage site and Finland's most popular tourist attraction. 

It takes about twenty minutes on the ferry service to get there. Many tourists visit 
Suomenlinna, and there are some people who live there year-round. Particularly 
during the summer season, the island gets busy with visitors. Many people enjoy 
picnics in the island, and if you are not afraid of the Northern Sea, join the people 
for a dip in the water. I really recommend visiting Suomenlinna. Whether you'd like 
to enjoy the nature or learn some Finnish history, Suomenlinna is a great place to 
do both. 

Family Life 

Families in Finland are usually nuclear families living together. It is normal to have 
two or three children. It is not very common for three generations to live together. 
It is also very common for children to go to live by themselves right after finishing 
high school. One reason for this is the financial help, a sort of "scholarship," that is 
given to all university students. Finnish gender roles started to change in the early 
20th century, and a feminist movement is still very strong. Men and women go to 
university and work equally, and even after having children, many women go back 
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to work. Some men even take paternity leave when having a baby. More and more 
men and women are waiting until they are older to get married, with the number of 
single people in their 30s and 40s increasing steadily every year. 

Work Culture and Economy 

In Finland, the dominant work culture is quite flexible. Employees in their first years 
at a company are treated the same way as their seniors. Working overtime is a 
thing to avoid, and every working hour is either paid or given as a day off. 
Hierarchy in Finnish companies hardly exists, with relationships close to friendship 
between co-workers and bosses. As a formal language does not really exist in the 
Finnish language, respect is shown by trusting people and being reliable. When 
promotions are given, more focus is put on individual accomplishments and 
achievements. 

Another important part of the Finnish work economy is the custom of rapidly 
changing employment. Whenever an employee is not satisfied with working 
conditions, they look for new opportunities. 

Politics 

Finland is a multi-party democratic republic governed by a President. Since 2000, 
the president does not have as much power, and he or she must declare not to be 
part of any party while being a president. The president represents Finland in 
foreign politics. The Prime Minister of Finland is nominated by the president after 
the parties in Finnish parliament have negotiated the distribution of seats in the 
new Council of State and the government's program. The prime minister is in 
charge of domestic politics and EU politics. 

Generational Trends 

Generally speaking, Finnish society is changing all the time towards a more open 
and equal society. Young people tend to question the traditional lifestyle, and many 
young people take a break of a year or two after high school by going abroad to 
learn a new language and a culture. Young people also do not think that a marriage 
is essential to have a family, so many couples have children and just register their 
relationship as an official one. Gender roles have been changing since the early 
1900s. Women want the same opportunities for work and career, and the society 
and values are changing towards equal opportunities regardless of sex. Women 
work as much as men, and even after having children they go back to work. This 
transition is eased by the good day care system in Finland. 
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Top 5 Important Holidays During the Calendar Year 
 

Finland has many different holidays that carry lots of meaning and years of tradition 
behind them. Here, we'll introduce the Top Five most important holidays in Finland, 
going in reverse order starting with number five. 

Number five is December 6th, which is Finnish Independence Day. This is called 
itsenäisyyspäivä in Finnish. On this day in 1917, Finland declared its independence 
from the Russian Empire. There are Finnish flags all over the city, people light up 
two white and blue candles in the windows, and it is a national holiday. The 
President of Finland holds a "Presidential Independence Day Reception" at the 
Presidential Palace, where there are around 2000 guests. It is a big event. 

Number four is May Day, or Labour's day. In Finnish, this is called Vappu. This is 
officially the 1st of May, but as Finns tend to celebrate the eve as well, the 30th of 
April is actually a big celebration too. The 1st of May is a national holiday. Vappu 
was originally a celebration for the labour force. Recently, it has become a big 
celebration among students and new graduates. It has some carnival types of 
celebration, as people wear costumes and celebrate on the streets. Another way 
to celebrate is by wearing the white hats Finns use when graduating from high 
school. Vappu is also a celebration of springtime and usually starts a picnic 
season. 

Number three is Midsummer, the celebration of the year's longest day. In Finnish, 
it is called juhannus. Juhannus is the celebration of the summer solstice. It is also a 
celebration of light and summer. The midsummer sauna, the bonfire, and the 
midsummer ball are part of this celebration. Many people go to their summer 
cottages and celebrate juhannus in the countryside. It is also a celebration for 
which people barbecue outside and keep celebrating late at night. Cities usually 
get really empty during this time. 

Number two is a Christian celebration. It is called pääsiäinen in Finnish, or "Easter" 
in English. There are many different Easter celebration days and a few national 
holidays as well. In Finland, Easter is celebrated by decorating eggs, eating 
chocolate eggs, egg hunting, and eating lamb's meat. Most basically, Easter is 
about commemorating the resurrection of Jesus Christ. In some Christian countries, 
like Italy, it is much more celebrated than it is in Finland. It is a big celebration, 
especially in Catholic countries. This holiday season is also the start of a new 
spring season, and green and yellow decorations are used. 

Number one, our final celebration, is joulu in Finnish and "Christmas" in English. 

This is a big celebration in the Christian world. In Finland, it brings lot of happiness 
to the cold and dark season. It is celebrated from the 24th until the 26th of 
December. Finns start to get ready for Christmas in the beginning of December by 
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buying presents and preparing loads of food and sweets. Children often write a 
letter to Santa Claus. And by the way, Santa Claus is Finnish. He lives in place called 
Korvatunturi in the Finnish Lapland. In Finland, Santa Claus does not come down the 
chimney, but through the door. Usually, he visits the house of every child. He is 
very busy, but often he gets lots of helpers, like neighbours and grandfathers of 
children. Usually children are so excited, they don't notice if Santa Claus looks like 
somebody they know. Helpers often wear a Santa Claus costume. 
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Top 5 Things to Know about Finnish Pop Culture 
 

As popular culture changes quickly and drastically, this lesson focuses on the most 
recent pop cultures. Please keep in mind, we wrote this lesson on March 9, 2012. 
In this lesson, we'll focus on the top five pop culture topics in Finland. 

Popular TV 

Finns love watching American TV Series. Everything from Dallas to Big Brother is 
watched by hundreds of thousands of Finns. Lately, there are original TV series 
Finns tend to watch quite often as well. Another popular genre on TV is reality 
shows, and here, Finland produces its own shows as well, although many are 
copies of international shows like Idol, X-factor, Survivor in Finnish (Selviytyjät), Big 
Brother, and so on. 

There are three main broadcasters in Finland: YLE, the government owned TV 
broadcaster; MTV3; and Nelonen (4). Each company operates about two to five 
channels. 

Content from these TV broadcasters can vary among the companies but in general 
includes kids and varieties programs in the morning; general entertainment 
programs, movies, and reruns in the afternoon; and news, American dramas, 
sports, films, news again, talk shows, and movies in the evening. 

Popular Finns Abroad 

When mentioning Finland, there might not be that many famous Finns who spring to 
mind. However, there are actually a few famous Finns. First of all, we have a slew 
of famous athletes ranging from famous F1 driver Kimi Räikkönen to ice hockey 
player Teemu Selänne. 

There are also famous bands like HIM, The Rasmus, Lord, and others. 

Third and last, we have famous influential Finns nowadays, the most well-known 
ones probably being a former President of Finland, Martti Ahtisaari, who won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2008, and Tarja Halonen, a former President of Finland and 
very active in discussions for women's rights. 

We also have world famous designer and architect Alvar Aalto and composer Jean 
Sibelius. 

Popular Music 

The most popular Finnish genre outside of Finland is "Black Metal." Some famous 
Finnish Black Metal bands include Children of Bodom, Apocalyptica, Nightwish, Tarja 
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Turunen, Negative, HIM, and Lordi. While this genre might be a bit too far on the 
dark side for most people, it is the largest cultural export in Finland. 

Among more widely spread genres, we can find bands catering to almost any type 
of music with artists like The Rasmus, Chisu, Jenni Vartiainen, Anssi Kela, Irina, and 
Anna Puu. 

Popular Sports  

Finns are famous for their participation in the Winter Olympics, and they excel at 
winter sports like ice hockey, skiing, ice skating, and ski jumping. The Winter 
Olympics are closely followed in Finland and are an important event, even for 
people who are not usually interested in sports. 

Other sports Finns are interested in are football (soccer) and baseball. Finns 
participate every year in the ice hockey world championships with both men's and 
women's teams. Both teams have won the world championship a few times. 

Football and baseball in Finland are just as popular as winter sports. There are also 
other sports that there are some famous Finns in. One is figure skating, where Kiira 
Korpi and Laura Lepistö are both very highly ranked in international ranking lists. A 
second sport is F1, where Finnish drivers are very strong. Rally is also an area 
where Finns are strong. Markus Grönholm has won the world championship many 
times, and Juha Kankkunen and Tommi Mäkinen are famous too. 

International Pop Culture  

Finns are very up to date on international pop culture. Rihanna, Lady Gaga, and 
Beyonce are part of popular culture as well as Kesha, Justin Timberlake, the Black-
Eyed Peas, and the latest Hollywood movies. Basically, whatever is popular 
internationally is popular in Finland too. 
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Useful Tools for Learning Finnish
 

Some great tools to aid you in your Finnish studies: 

1. sanakirja.org 

One of the best and largest online English-Finnish dictionaries today. Sanakirja 
means "dictionary," so once you learn that, it's pretty straightforward. Once you 
open the home page, you will find a search field. Beside the search field, you'll see 
an English-to-Finnish and a Finnish-to-English option. Depending on what you're 
looking up, you can use both options to your advantage. 

http://www.sanakirja.org/ 

2. University of Helsinki, Kielikeskus  

There are links to basic and more advanced conversations as well as descriptions 
of Finnish culture and Finnish grammar. 

Link to University of Helsinki Finnish Language Center Website: 

http://donnerwetter.kielikeskus.helsinki.fi/finnishforforeigners/parts-index.htm 

3. Digital Dialects "Finnish language learning games" 

This web page is called Digital Dialects, "Finnish language learning games"—a 
Finnish language resources site. It has a lot of games with great illustrations to 
build up vocabulary and listening comprehension. 

http://www.digitaldialects.com/Finnish.htm 

4. Finnish National TV and Radio Channel YLE  

A Finnish language learning site specifically designed with the beginning language 
learner in mind. It is hosted by the Finnish National Radio and TV Channel. 

There is plenty of material consolidated in this one website. It's readily accessible 
to the beginner, as the website explains with a certain amount of confidence that 
you do not have to have any prior knowledge of Finnish before using the site. It 
also has quizzes and little dialogs with accompanying sound files, so you can work 
on listening and improving your pronunciation as well. 

http://oppiminen.yle.fi/easyfinnish/ 

5. Livemocha 
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Livemocha is a language learning web page where you can learn all kinds of 
languages, including Finnish. It has many levels of Finnish, and the best thing is that 
you can become friends with other users and share your learning methods and tips 
with them. You can also become friends with native speakers, and they can correct 
your pronunciation and writing. Once you complete registration, which is free, you 
can write a journal entry in the language you are studying, and other users who are 
studying the same language as you or native speakers of that language can 
request you as a friend. Even if you are just getting started with Finnish, this is a 
good way to practice reading and writing in Finnish as well as receive valuable 
feedback! 

http://www.livemocha.com/ 
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Useful Phrases for the Classroom in Finnish 
 

Here are the phrases from the lesson: 

1. "Please repeat after me." 
 Toista, ole hyvä literally means "please repeat after me." You'll hear this whenever 
the teacher wants you to repeat exactly what they have said. 

2. "Please look." 
 Katso, ole hyvä means "please look," and when an object comes after the verb 
katsoa ("to look"), the phrase means "please look at (object)". 

For example, katso tätä, ole hyvä means "Please look at this." 

3. "Please read." 
 Lue, ole hyvä means "please read." 
 You can expect to hear this if the teacher wants you to practice reading some 
word, phrase, or passage. 

4. "Please write it." 
 Kirjoita, ole hyvä means "please write it." 
 The teacher may use this when they want you to practice writing some words or 
sentences in Finnish. Notice that up to this point, all the requests have the word ole 
hyvä (literally, "please") after the main verb. When you hear ole hyvä in the 
classroom, there's a good chance that this is a request of some sort. 

4. "Do you understand?" 
 The most direction translation of this phrase is ymmärrätkö (Do you understand?).  
Another variation is onko selvä, which literally translates to "is it clear?" These 
questions are often used by the teacher to confirm understanding. If the teacher 
wants to ask whether there are any questions, they might also ask onko 
kysyttävää, which means "Are there any questions?" 
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Top 5 Phrases Your Teacher Might Never Teach You
 

1. Makea 

Makea or makee is an informal adverb meaning "cool." 

2. Törkeä! 

Törkeä is an expression that literally means "rude" or "offensive." This is usually 
used to refer to people who are rude or inconsiderate. 

3. Älä viitsi! 

Älä viitsi is an expression used to express disbelief about someone not knowing 
something or when we want somebody to stop doing something. It's a bit like the 
English phrase, "Don't you dare..." 

4. Hitto 

Hitto means "damn" and can be a mild curse word in some cases. Overall, it's a 
pretty negative word, and you'll hear people use it from time to time when they're 
really in a bind. 

5. Hölmö 

Hölmö literally means "silly," but people use it when they want to call someone 
foolish or silly, even slightly stupid. 
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Top 5 Tips for Avoiding Common Mistakes in Finnish 
 

In this lesson, we'll offer tips to help students overcome some common 
errors that learners of Finnish make. 

Tip #1:  

Don't say "I" more than necessary! 

Remember that Finnish is a high-context language, meaning that you can leave a lot 
of things out and sound more natural in the process. This includes the pronoun "I," 
which is minä. So, to say "My name is X," you would say minun nimeni on. The 
problem, though, is that there is a great mismatch between Finnish and English in 
this area. In casual conversation, we're inclined to talk about ourselves—a lot. And 
in English, we are required to mention the subject in most of our sentences. The 
combination of these two factors results in your average speaker of English saying 
"I did this" and "I ate that"—with the "I" pronoun appearing very frequently. 

Now, consider what happens when speakers start learning Finnish, a language 
which happens to be quite different in many ways from English. We might be 
inclined to put minä in every sentence if the material applies. However, this sounds 
completely unnatural to Finnish speakers. Unless we specifically say so, they know 
we are most likely talking about ourselves. 

Tip #2 

Don't forget to pronounce the double consonants or vowels! 

As mentioned in the pronunciation lesson, double consonants and vowels are very 
important in Finnish. There are so many words that change meaning if the double 
consonant or vowels are left out. Because of this, there's always the chance that 
you will be misunderstood for leaving out something from the word. Correct 
pronunciation also gives the right rhythm to the word. So let's watch out for those 
double consonants and vowels! 

Tip #3: 

Let's not forget the Äs and the Ös! 

The two important vowels at the end of the Finnish alphabet, the ä and the ö, are 
very important in Finnish phonetics. These are not As and Os with some accents on 
them, but proper independent vowels. So it's important to be aware of and hear 
the difference between them when speaking. And, of course, to remember to write 
them as well. You can always ask somebody in Finland whether something is 
spelled with an A or with an Ä. People would love to help you out there. In that 
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case, you could just ask if the A has two dots on it or if it's just an A. Of course, if 
you can do a good pronunciation of the two, then just ask whether it's an A or an Ä. 

Tip #4: 

Learn to be comfortable with your Finnish R! 

Finnish has many sounds that are little bit different from English, and one of them is 
the R. There is an R in English too, but in Finnish you have roll your tongue a lot and 
make it really sound like a strong R sound. For example, "food" is ruoka. Ruo-ka. 
Ruoka. It's not a soft "R" like in English. It has to be strong, and actually, it is similar 
to a Spanish R. Another example is the verb for "laugh"—nauraa. Nau-raa. Nauraa. 
Notice the R in the middle of the word. This is the Finnish R. One sure strategy to 
improve your pronunciation is to imagine a sound of a motor, and try to roll your 
tongue. Usually this needs a little bit of a practice. Drrrr, drrrr, drrrrr. At that point, 
once you start to get your tongue rolling, you can start to practice with different 
words, like robotti, radio, ravintola, and so on. 

Tip #5: 

Watch out for similar sounding words! 

This could happen in any language, but Finnish has a particularly high number of 
words that sound a little similar, with the difference being only one syllable or 
something like that. When you're starting out and still have a small vocabulary, it 
becomes even easier to mix words up. One good example is kissa and kisa. Kissa, 
with two s's, means "cat." Kisa, with one s, means a competition. Another example 
is tuli, tulli, and tuli. The first tuli means "fire." Tulli means "customs" (where you 
can declare your purchases). The second tuli is the imperfect tense for the verb 
tulla (to come) in the 3rd person singular. 
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Top 5 Useful Phrases from the Hosts 
 

1. Se on totta.  

This phrase means "it's true." If someone is talking about something and you just 
want to acknowledge that you're following along and agreeing with what the 
person is saying, you say Se on totta. It's kind of like "I agree" in English. As an 
example of how to use this phrase, we can ask somebody how the movie he or 
she just saw was using the phrase, Millainen elokuva oli? The person answers and 
describes that it was very nice, and we can agree to this by saying "Se on totta." 
Se on totta literally means "it is true," and it is always an agreement to something 
heard. If someone likes the kind of movie I saw and wants to agree with it, he or 
she could say "Se on totta!" 

2. Hienoa. 

Hienoa is a word that means "great" or "wonderful." You can use this word when 
you want to say that something is great. For example, when you set a meeting with 
your friend, and she or he agrees with you, you can say hienoa. You might hear it a 
lot in people's conversations—for example, when two people talk and they decide 
to do something together, the second speaker might say "Hienoa!" If you're in a 
situation where you would like to show your agreement about a decision, you will 
want to use this word. 

3. Kiva 

Kiva literally means "nice," but could indicate anything pleasant. In many situations, 
kiva is used to show that you feel good about something, and not only about 
certain items or people. The weather, a fun party, a good situation—just about 
anything you find pleasant can be characterized by kiva. In that sense, it can mean 
"great" or "awesome." 

4. Ihana 

Ihana is an adjective that literally means "wonderful." Recently it has started to 
mean "cute" as well as meaning "lovely." If you want to emphasize that something 
is "lovely," you can use the word ihana. It's an expression maybe used more by 
girls or women as they tend to talk more than men about cute things or lovely 
things in Finland. For example, if you find a lovely shirt, you can use the word ihana 
for that. Or, if you are meeting your friend and you want to tell him or her how nice 
is to catch up, you can say ihana nähdä, which literally means "lovely to see." 

5. Voi ei 

Voi ei literally means "Oh no!," but you can use this phrase to express any sort of 
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discomfort or unpleasantness. It can even be used to empathize with someone 
who's not doing well. For example, if you listen to a friend who's spilling his or her 
guts to you, even if you don't really want to know more about the situation, you can 
show empathy by saying "Voi ei!" 
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The Focus of This Lesson is Syllables and Native Consonant Sounds 
That Make Up the Finnish Language
 
 

Introduction 

Let's first take a look at how Finnish sounds work. Compared with other languages, 
Finnish has a relatively narrow set of sounds, with thirteen native consonant sounds
—[d], [h], [k], [l], [m], [n], [�] [p], [r], [s], [t], and [v]. Other consonant sounds [b], 
[f], [g], [�], [z], and [�] may occur only in loan words. Nine vowels ([a], [e], [i], [o], 
[u], [y], [æ], and [ø]), and various diphthongs (for example, [ai], [au], [ei], [øy]) 
also occur. Also in Finnish, as a rule, there are can be up to three consonants in a 
cluster, but not more. 

 

Examples of Finnish Words 

Finnish "English"

Diphthong and 
Consonant 
Combination

Meikki "makeup" [meik][ki]

kuiva "dry" [kui][va]

kaivaa "to dig"            [kai][vaa]

laivasatama (composed 
of words laiva and 
satama)

"port of ship" [lai][va][sa][ta][ma]

Consonants 

[d] as in "done," Finnish syödä ("to eat")

[h] as in "hole," Finnish huhtikuu ("April")

[k] "c" as in "clock," Finnish kukka ("flower")

l] as in "light," Finnish lamppu ("lamp")

[m] as in "mobile," Finnish mustikka ("blueberry")
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[n] as in "none," Finnish nimi ("name")

[ng] as in "sung," Finnish kengät ("shoes") or langat ("threads")

[p] as in "perspire," Finnish pallo ("a ball")

[r], which is a rolled "r" in Finnish (does not exist in English), Finnish ruusu ("a 
rose")

[s] as in "sun," Finnish sauna ("sauna")

[t] as in "tea," Finnish tee ("tea")

[v] as in "vain," Finnish valo ("light")
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The Focus of This Lesson is Finnish Basic Vowels and Diphthongs
 

Vowels 

 

There are eight vowels, as we saw in the last lesson ([a], [e], [i], [o], [u], [y], [æ], 
[ø]). 

"-A" 

Pronounced as [a:] as in "father," never as the [a] in "cat." 

For Example: 

1. kaappi ("closet")

2. aika ("time")

"-E" 

Pronounced like [e;] as in "best." 

For Example: 

1. televisio ("television")

2. peli ("game")

"-I"  

Pronounced like [i] as in "fit." 

For Example: 

1. kiltti ("nice")

2. silittää ("to iron")

"-O" 
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Pronounced like [o] as in "note." However, pronounce it as round as possible. 

For Example: 

1. koti ("home")

2. koulu ("school")

"-U" 

Pronounced like [u] as in "duke" or [oo] as in "book." 

For Example 

1. tuuli ("wind")

2. lumi ("snow")

"-Y" 

Pronounced like [y] as in "syrup." 

For Example: 

1. kyllä ("yes")

2. tylsä ("boring")

"-Æ" (Ä)  

Pronounced like [a] as in "sad" or "band." 

For Example: 

1. äiti ("mother")

2. täällä ("here")

"-Ø" (Ö) 

Pronounced like [e] as in "the," 

For Example: 
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1. löyly ("heat and steam of sauna")

2. pöllö ("owl")

Diphthongs 
 

Diphthongs are sounds with two vowels acting as a single vowel. There are many 
diphthongs in Finnish - ([ai], [au], [ei], [øy]). 

"-AI" 

Pronounced like the [i] as in "I." 

1. aita ("fence")

2. kaivaa ("to dig")

"-AU" 

Pronounced like the [au] as in "sauer." 

1. auto ("car")

2. auttaa   ("to help")

"ÄI" 

1. äiti ("mother")

2. äitiys ("motherhood")

"ÄY" 

Pronounced like the [au] as in 

1. käydä ("to visit")

2. läimäyttää ("to slap")

"-Ei" 
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Pronounced like the [ey] as in "hey." 

1. eilen ("yesterday")    

2. seiväs  ("stake/pole")

"EU" 

1. seutu ("region")

2. Eurooppa ("Europe")

"EY" 

1. leyhytellä ("to fan")

2. terveys ("health")

"OI" 

1. soida ("to ring")

2. voida ("can")

"OU" 

1. outo ("strange")

2. soutaa ("row")

"ÖI" (Øi) 

1. öisin ("during the nights")

2. söisin ("I would eat")

"ÖY "(Øy) 

1. löyly ("heat and steam of sauna")

2. köyhä   ("poor")
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"UI" 

1. uida ("to swim")

2. kuinka ("how")

"UO" 

1. juosta ("to run")

2. kuolata ("drool")

"IU" 

1. liukas ("slippery")

2. kiuas ("sauna stove")

 "IE" 

1. kieltää ("to deny," "to forbid")

2. viedä ("to take," "bring away")

 "IY" 

1. siistiytyä ("tidy up")

2. selviytyä ("to survive")      

"YI" 

1. hyi ("yak")

2. ryijy ("rug")

"YÖ" 

1. yö ("night")

2. ryöstää ("to sack")
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Difference Between Written and 
Spoken Finnish.
 

Written Finnish and spoken Finnish are actually very similar, and there are no 
exceptions in pronunciation. The Finnish language always has the accent on the first 
syllable of the word, and there are no exceptions in this. 

Double Consonants 
 

In Finnish, it is common to see double consonants, especially the same consonant 
doubled to put stress on the following vowel. 

Finnish is a language in which the accent always goes at the beginning of the word. 
The difference is heard when there are singular or double consonants. 

For Example: 

1. Stress on the first part with one consonant 
 kuka - "who" 

and 

2. Stress on the first syllable 

kukka - "flower" 

Single 
Consonant

"English" Double 
Consonant

"English"

kuka "who kukka "flower"

kasa "pile kassa "cashier"

nimi "name tammi "oak"

hunaja "honey"
(sweetener)

nunna "nun"

kylä "village" kyllä "yes"

tupa "cottage," "house" tippi (spoken 
language)

"tip"
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kari "skerry," "rock" tarra "sticker"

The accent is always the same, no matter how many vowels or consonants there 
are. 

Vowel Sounds 
 

Let's have samples with two different lenghts of vowels. 

Single Vowel "English" Double Vowel "English"

asia "thing," "matter" aasi "donkey"

ele "expression" eleetön "vacant," 
"expressionless"

kisa "competition" kiitos "thank you"

koulu "school" nootti "note"

tuli "fire" tuuli "wind"

ystävä "friend" syylä "wart"

äiti "mother" täällä "here"

syödä "to eat" tööt "toot"

Finnish vowel sounds are always the same. They don't change when preceding or 
coming after a certain sound. 

When there is a composed word, like bussipysäkki, there are two syllables 
stressed, and these are the first ones of both words - bussi and pysäkki. 

Another sample of a composed word is linja-auto. This is made up of two words – 
linja and auto. Because one ends with the same vowel as the other one starts with, 
they are separated with a hyphen. This is because we have to pronounce the "A" 
sounds separately and not as a long sound. The "A" sound will be pronounced 
twice, and the accent is in the first syllable of both of the words. Linja-auto means 
"coach," or "bus." 

Finnish pronunciation is one of the easiest parts of the language, as the language 
always follows the same rules for accent and pronunciation of the letters. 
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The only way to really learn the different pronunciations is to listen and practice! 
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is Regional Variations of Finnish 
Pronunciation Found in Western Finland and Eastern Finland.
 
 

Preface 

The most confusing thing for foreigners learning Finnish, aside from the two 
different written languages, is Finnish dialects. Finnish as a spoken language 
consists of a vast amount of dialects, sometimes with large variation, spread over 
the country. Finnish can be split into two main dialects, or what we shall look at 
today for the sake of simplicity - the two general regions of Western Finland and 
Eastern Finland. 

Western Finland 

Western Finland dialects are divided into five smaller groups, and there are some 
distinctions between them. However, Western Finnish dialects have some large 
common factors. The one noticeable factor is the dropping of the final vowel of 
words. This makes the dialect sound like an Estonian language. Another difference 
is the d that might change to an r sound. For example, meidän changes to meirän. 
The r sound is very strong and rolling.  The western coastal areas are influenced 
by Swedish and Estonian languages. 

Apart from the r and dropping the vowel, the western dialects have an often 
different vocabulary from what you might have learned so far. Almost all pronouns 
change slightly depending on the dialect. As the vowel changes, the rhythm of the 
words and changes in diphthongs happen. Some samples of the vowel changes 
are, for example, tie ("road") in standard Finnish and tiä in the Western dialect, or 
miekka ("sword") in standard Finnish and miakka in the Western dialect. 

Eastern Finland 

The dialects that exist in Eastern Finland share a very thick pronunciation of words, 
which at times can be unintelligible even to natives. 

The Eastern dialect has a double consonant in front of a long vowel, like the way 
osuus ("portion, share") is ossuus, or sanoo ("he/she says") is sannoo. The d sound 
might drop off or change to another sound. For example, pudota is puota, or saada 
is saaha. In some cases, the diphthongs change a little bit. For example, poika 
becomes poeka ("boy"). Eastern dialects have been influenced by the Carelian 
language (in Finnish, Karjala), and some of the most eastern parts have a 
noticeable amount of borrowed words from Russian. 

It is not necessary for you to learn to speak these dialects, however, learning to 
understand them can sometimes be an advantage. For example, the personal 
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pronouns change a bit in the dialects. As an example, "I" can be pronounced as 
either minä in Standard, mä in southern parts of Western dialects, mää in central 
parts of the Eastern dialects, and mie in many areas of Eastern dialects. To 
understand that they all mean the same will be a big help if traveling around in 
Finland. 
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is the Five Most Common Mistakes People 
Make When They Pronounce Finnish.
 
 

1. Remember to Trill Your "-R's!" 

Remember that in Finnish, we don't not pronounce the letter "-r" in the same way 
as it is pronounced in English. We trill it much like the "-rr" in Spanish. It is important 
you don't use an English "-r," but try to roll your "-r" clearly so that that words are 
easily distinguished. If rolling the "-r" is hard, you can try to use a "guttural -r" 
instead, like the French sounding one. 

2. Correct Vowels  

Many foreigners, especially from English-speaking countries, tend to use their 
native vowel sounds rather than the Finnish sounds. This is especially a problem 
where Finnish words are similar to the learners' own native languages. 

In the case of a native English speaker, this could result in words like: bussi, auto, 
metro, and viini being pronounced with the vowels pertaining to the English words 
"bus," "auto (car)," "metro (subway)," and "wine." 

Also, while you are at it, try to remember the vowel pronunciations in Finnish. 
Check our third lesson in this pronunciation series if you don't remember. 

3. Mind the Double Consonants and Vowels 

Also like we taught you earlier, it is very important to be conscious of the different 
pronunciations for single and double consonants and vowels when speaking 
Finnish. Single consonants and vowels have a short pronunciation, while double 
consonants are pronounced longer and stronger. Some examples are: 

laki - "law"; /la/ki/ 

lakki - "hat, cap"; /lak/ki/ 

tuli - "fire"; /tu/li/ 

tuuli - "wind"; /tuu/li/ 

4. Learn to Be Comfortable with Non-Native Sounds 

Finnish has many sounds that are similar to English, so there aren't too many 
challenging sounds. Some we have mentioned in these series which are important 
to watch out for are 
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/ä/ - like "a" in "that" 

/ö/ - like "o" in "word" 

/j/ - like "y" in "yes" 

/y/ - like "y" in "you" 

/ai/ - like "i" in "mine" 

5. Watch Out for Similar Sounding Words! 

Finnish is full of seemingly similar words. Some have slight changes in 
pronunciation so you can make out the difference, but some words also sound 
exactly the same. Make sure you practice the pronunciation of words well and that 
you watch and don't try to differentiate words that are supposed to sound the 
same. The verb tavata means "to meet," but when conjugated to first person 
singular, tapaan, it is very similar to tapan (infinitive, tappaa), which means "I kill" 
instead of "I meet." In Finnish, it is very important to distinguish the difference 
between the double and single sounds. 

Other words like kuin ("like") and kun ("when)," or ulkomainen ("product, etc. from 
abroad") and ulkomaalainen ("foreign person"), can be especially tricky for 
foreigners as they look alike and the meaning is very similar too.   


