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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	
��

2. B: ��������

3. A: �����������

4. B: ���� !"�

5. A: �##$%�&���'�

6. B: ()*+,-./0�

7. A: ��"12"34567�-89:;�

8. B: <�=>?@�A8-B
CD�

JYUTPING

1. A: ze3 man6 seng1, ni1 dou6 hai6 mai6 ceng2 jan4 aa3 ?

2. B: hai6, nei5 soeng2 gin3 bin1 fan6 gung1 ?

3. A: ngo5 hai6 lei4 jing3 ping3 coi4 mou3 ging1 lei5 ge3.

4. B: hai2 ni1 hong4 zou6 zo2 gei2 noi6 ?

5. A: ngo5 aam1 aam1 bat1 jip6, zung6 bin1 zou6 bin1 hok6.

6. B: gam2 nei5 gok3 dak1 zi6 gei2 jau5 me1 jau1 sai3 ?

CONT'D OVER
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7. A: ngo5 hai2 sei3 daai6 sat6 zaap6 zo2 bun3 nin4, jau5 wui6 gai3 si1 
paai4.

8. B: hou2, min6 si5 git3 gwo2 ngo5 dei6 wui5 jau5 zyun1 jan4 tung1 zi1 
nei5.

ENGLISH

1. A: Excuse me, is the company looking for employees?

2. B: Yes, what kind of position are you looking for?

3. A: I'm here for the financial manager position.

4. B: How long have you been working in this field?

5. A: I've just graduated. I'm looking for work while I learn more.

6. B: So, why do you think you're a good hire?

7. A: I've been an intern with one of the Top Four accounting companies 
for half a year, and I've got an accounting certificate.

8. B: Okay, we'll have someone contact you with the results.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

## aam1 aam1 just now adverb

89 wui6 gai3 accounting noun
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34 sat6 zaap6 internship noun

CD tung1 zi1 to inform; to notify verb

B
 zyun1 jan4
especially appointed 

person noun

EF kei4 gwaai3 strange adjective

�� coi4 mou6 financial adjective

=> min6 si5 job interview noun

�� gin3 gung1
to go to a job 

interview verb

�� ging1 lei5 manager noun

G� jap6 hong4 to enter an industry verb

$% bat1 jip6 to graduate verb

�� jing3 ping3 to apply for a position verb

	
 ceng2 jan4 to recruit verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

H##IHJKLM5N,+,OP

QR<ST�
keoi5 aam1 aam1 tung4 keoi5 naam4 pang4 

jau5 fan1 zo2 sau2, zi6 gei2 jat1 go3 jan4 hang2 

ding6 hou2 hung1 heoi1. 
She just broke up with her boyfriend and 
definitely feels empty inside.

U
##VW�X<YZ[\�
]�
san1 jan4 aam1 aam1 ceot1 dou6, deoi3 hou2 

do1 si6 dou1 mou5 ging1 jim6. 
He's new on the scene, and doesn't have 
much experience.
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�2'B^_�`89��
ngo5 daai6 hok6 zyun1 fo1 zau6 hai6 duk6 wui6 

gai3 ge3. 
My major in university was studying 
accounting.

\�a�]�bc�A8de
f34�g�
nei5 mou5 gung1 zok3 ging1 jim6, so2 ji5 ngo5 

dei6 wui5 on1 paai4 nei5 cung4 sat6 zaap6 zou6 

hei2. 
You don't have any work experience, so 
we've arranged for you to start as an intern.

�A8hiCD�=>�
ngo5 dei6 wui5 zeon2 faai3 tung1 zi1 nei5 lei4 

min6 si5. 
We'll notify you to come interview right 
away.

jkl	B
mnop�B%q
r�
gung1 si1 jiu1 cing2 zyun1 jan4 wai6 zik1 jyun4 

zeon3 hang4 zyun1 jip6 pui4 fan3. 
The company invited a special invited 
expert to give the staff industry training.

s)*EFt�
nei5 bat1 gok3 dak1 kei4 gwaai3 maa1 ? 
Does that seem strange to you?

u7�vwx�yz5�A���
{|�
gam1 nin2 ge3 hoi1 zi1 ji5 ging1 ciu1 gwo3 zo2 

ngo5 dei6 ge3 coi4 mou6 jyu6 syun3. 
The expenses this year have already 
exceeded our financial budget.

=>}~��h�����Y�
����
min6 si5 go2 zan6, nei5 jiu3 zeon6 loeng6 bei6 

min2 gong2 taai3 do1 can4 ci4 laam2 diu6. 
You should always try to avoid speaking in 
cliches during an interview.

������z����
ting1 jat6 sap6 dim2 zeon2 si4 gwo3 lei4 gin3 

gung1. 
Arrive at 10 o'clock tomorrow for a job 
interview.

���A���
ngo5 jiu3 wan2 nei5 dei2 ging1 lei5. 
I'm looking for your manager.

HG�("�����OR���
H�
keoi5 jap6 hong4 gam3 noi6, ni1 di1 man6 tai4 

jat1 ding6 naan4 m4 dou2 keoi5. 
He has been in the industry for so long, 
these problems definitely don't trouble him.



CANTONES ECLAS S 101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #1 - GETTI NG A JOB I N HONG KONG 6

$%[�D�.<�s�+,��
�!
bat1 jip6 dou1 m4 zi1 zou6 me1 hou2, bat1 jyu4 

zi6 gei2 zou6 lou5 baan2! 
I don't know what to do after I graduate, 
why not be a boss!

jkvV(<����3<Y
�
��
gung1 si1 hoi1 ceot1 gam3 hou2 ge3 tiu4 gin2, 

sat6 hou2 do1 jan4 jing3 ping3. 
With such good work conditions, there will 
definitely be a lot of applicants.

jk�v����bc��[�	
�
gung1 si1 jiu3 hoi1 ci2 kwok3 zin2, so2 ji5 zeoi3 gan6 dou1 jiu3 ceng2 jan4. 
The company wants to expend, so it's been recruiting.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

 (ceot1 gwok3) "to go abroad" 
 H�2�� _�V¡�¢v�P£¤� 
 
  (lau4 hok6) "to study abroad" 
¥3�OR�¦'§¨c'�©� 
 ¦'ª«5¬�3�O®N¯� 
 

 (sam1 cou3) "to get further education" 
 

 (zam3 haam4 seoi2) "to study abroad" (lit. to get dipped in sea/salt water) 

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is on Doing Two Things at Once 
 

"I've just graduated. I'm looking for work while I learn more." 
 
 

Our grammar focus in this lesson is about doing two things at the same time. The pattern we 
use to communicate this is � X � Y (bin1 X bin1 Y). This means "to do both X and Y at the 
same time" or "to do X while also doing Y." You can replace X and Y with whatever verbs you 
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wish, as in the following examples: 

1. ��°±���²³� 
bin1 zou6 gung1 fo3, bin1 teng1 jam1 ngok6. 
"To do homework and listen to music at the same time."

2. ���,�´	µ¶·� 
bin1 wan2 gung1, bin1 san1 cing2 jin4 gau3 sang1. 
"To look for work and apply for a graduate position at the same time."

3. ���89��¸¹º� 
ngo5 bin1 zou6 wui6 gai3, bin1 waan2 jiu4 gun2. 
"I'm an accountant, and at the same time, a rocker."

Did you know that � X � Y (bin1 X bin1 Y) is actually colloquial and shortened version of 
the pattern O� X O� Y (jat1 bin1 X jat1 bin1 Y) and that � here can also be pronounced 
in the 6th tone (bin6), as in the sentence �O��89�O�¸¹º ("I'm an accountant, 
and also a rocker"). 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Chinese Students Abroad
 

¥»V¡¦'�O�<¼½�Z�¾�-¿À�ÁÂ[8ÃÄÅÆÇV¡`2
'È^ÉÊµ¶·�Ë¡��ÌÍÎ�ÃÄ� 

Studying aboard is becoming more and more common in China. As long as the parents can 
support their children financially, most of them will go abroad to attend university or grad 
school. The United States is one of the most popular destinations. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: �����

2. B: ����

3. A: ��	
�������

4. B: ����

5. A: ���������......

6. B: ������

JYUTPING

1. A: zong2 gwai2 nei5 aa4 ?

2. B: zou6 me1 aa3 ?

3. A: nei5 gam2 ge3 joeng2 ceot1 heoi3, haak3 sei2 jan4 me1 ?

4. B: ngo5 dim2 aa3?

5. A: nei5 tai2 haa5 zi6 gei2 deoi3 ngaan5, zung2 dou3...

6. B: cam4 maan5 je6 fan3 aa3.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER
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1. A: What's wrong with you?

2. B: What's the matter?

3. A: You're going to scare a lot of people if you go out like that.

4. B: How do I look?

5. A: Look at your eyes. They're so swollen.

6. B: I went to bed late last night.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

�� zong2 gwai2
what's wrong (lit. to 

run into a ghost) phrase

�	
 gam2 ge3 joeng2 such a (terrible) look noun

��� haak3 sei2 jan4
to scare people to 

death verb

� dim2 how pronoun

� tai2 haa5 to take a look verb

� ngaan5 eye noun

� zung2 to be swollen adjective

�� je6 fan3 to sleep late verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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����!"����#��
nei5 zou6 me1 gam3 gan2 zoeng1 aa3? zong2 

gwai2 aa4 nei5. 
Why are you looking so nervous? Seeing 
a ghost?

�$%&'(��)*+,�	

�
ngo5 ni1 gei2 jat6 dou1 hou2 je6 fan3, so2 ji5 

caan4 seng4 gam2 ge3 joeng2. 
I've gone to bed really late these past few 
days, so look awful.

�-.�/�01�����
nei5 dat6 jin4 gam2 cung1 ceot1 lei4, soeng2 

haak3 sei2 jan4 me1 ? 
What are you doing darting out into the 
street and scaring people?

��2 3� ���	
�
nei5 heoi3 ziu3 haa5 geng3, tai2 haa5 zi6 gei2 

dim2 ge3 joeng2. 
Go look in the mirror and see how you 
look.

�4�56� 789�:�
ngo5 jiu3 heoi3 ji1 jyun2, tai2 haa5 gau3 ging2 

hai6 me1 beng6. 
I need to go to the hospital and find out 
what this disease is.

�;<=(>?��@ABC4
DEF�3�
zou6 sat6 jim6 si4 hou2 ji6 soeng1 dou2 

ngaan5�gei3 dak1 jat1 ding6 jiu3 daai3 bou2 

wu6 ngaan5 geng2� 
It's easy to hurt your eyes when 
conducting experiments, so remember to 
wear protection glasses.

����A(GHI1��J
��
ngo5 deoi3 ngaan5 zung2 dak1 hou2 jim4 

zung6, m4 soeng2 ceot1 heoi3 gin3 jan4. 
My eyes are badly swollen, so I don't want 
to go out and see people.

�K�'���L9��M�
nei5 mui5 maan5 dou1 gam3 je6 fan3, gang2 

hai6 ngaan5 zung2 laa1. 
You are sleeping so late each night, no 
wonder your eyes are swollen.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is the Not-so-deadly Verb Complement  sei2 "to die" 
 

"You're going to scare a lot of people if you go out like that." 
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Our grammar point in this lesson is all about the verb complement � (sei2) "to die; death". 
We already know this character as a standalone verb, in which case it literally means "to die." 
In our dialogue it serves a different purpose as a verb complement. These complements are 
characters which—when added to the end of verbs—change the meaning of the verb phrase 
in a predictable way. 
 In our dialogue, we see this verb complement used in the sentence ��
������
� (nei5 gam2 joeng2 ceot1 heoi3, haak3 sei2 jan4 me1) "You're going to scare a lot of 
people if you go out like that". Although �� (haak3 sei2) literally means "to scare to death," 
its real meaning here is less morbid. All we are doing by adding � (sei2) after our verb here 
is exaggerating the tone. For example, N�� (siu3 sei2 jan4) means that something is 
really funny. This is similar to way we might say, "he's killing me" in English to describe a 
comedian. 
 For other examples, consider the following sentences: 

1. �OP����� 
ngo5 zek3 goek3 zung2 sei2 jan4 aa3. 
"My feet are killing me."

2. ������QR0�1S���� 
zong2 gwai2 me1, nei5 gam3 ci4 sin1 lei4, soeng2 ngo6 sei2 jan4 me1? 
"Why so late? Do you want to starve us to death?"

3. �TU�����? 
gam3 do1 syu1, tai2 sei2 jan4 me1? 
"With this many books, reading them all is going to kill me."

In most cases, native Cantonese speakers will add the character � (me1) to sentences when 
using the verb complement � (sei2). This modal particle is not grammatically required, but 
helps exaggerate the tone and will make your Cantonese sound more native. 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Nightlife in Hong Kong
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In Hong Kong, there is always something to do at night. At the intersection of western and 
eastern culture, Hong Kong has a ton of activities both Chinese and foreign. As in many Asian 
cities, karaoke and clubbing are popular activities for the young. One of the best areas for 
finding entertainment of this sort is Mongkok (VW) and in the somewhat seedy area around 
Nathan Road (XYZ). Other popular activities include eating late, playing Majiang or going 
to a sauna for a massage and a bath. The center of the city for these activities is around 
Temple Street in Yau Ma Tei ([\]). 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������

2. B: 	
�����

3. C: �������

4. A: ���������� �

5. C: �!"#$%�

6. B: &'&()*+�

7. A: (,
��)-./

JYUTPING

1. A: gam1 maan5 lou5 sai3 ceng2 sik6 faan6.

2. B: haa5, keoi5 zyun3 sei2 sing3 aa4 ?

3. C: ngo5 dou1 gok3 dak1 kei4 gwaai3.

4. A: teng1 gong2 keoi3 jau5 je2 tung4 cyun4 gung1 si1 syun1 bou3.

5. C: jau5 mou5 sau1 dou3 me1 liu2 ?

6. B: wui5 m4 wui5 hai6 jiu3 caau2 jan4 ?

7. A: hai6 aa3, gung1 si1 jiu3 coi4 jyun4 !

ENGLISH
CONT'D OVER
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1. A: The boss is going to buy us dinner tonight.

2. B: What? Has he changed?

3. C: I think it's strange too.

4. A: I was told he has some news to announce.

5. C: Anyone know what it is?

6. B: Is he going to fire someone?

7. A: Yes, there will be layoffs.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

�� lou5 sai3 boss noun

�� zyun3 sei2 sing3 to break a bad habit verb

�01 sei1 sing3 bat1 goi2
to be set in one's 

ways phrase

�� teng1 gong2 to have heard verb

�� jau5 je2 to have something verb

� syun1 bou3 to announce verb

"#% sau1 dou2 liu2 to know verb

*+ caau2 jan4 to fire someone verb

-. coi4 jyun4 layoffs verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES



CANTONES ECLAS S 101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #3 - A CHI NES E BOS S  WI TH A HI DDEN AGENDA 4

2��3456789�:;)

<=>?6789�&@ABC�
��'�D�
heoi3 gung1 si1 min6 si2 gei3 dai6 jat1 jan3 

zoeng6 dou1 hou2 zung5 jiu3, jan1 wai6 tung1 

soeng4 dai6 jat1 jan3 zoeng6 dou1 wui5 zik6 

zip3 jing2 hoeng2 lou5 sai3 ceng2 m4 ceng2 

nei5. 
When you interview at a company the first 
impression is really important because it 
will directly affect whether the boss hires 
you.

��E��
FG'H�IJ
K�
keoi5 gam1 jat6 zyun3 sei2 sing3, ging2 jin4 m4 

sai2 ngo5 dei6 gaa1 baan1. 
He totally changed, and didn't ask us to 
work over time today.

D�01
LM��NO&*
D�
nei5 sei1 sing3 bat1 goi2, so2 ji5 lou5 sai3 sin1 

wui5 caau2 nei5. 
You never change your bad habits, which 
is why the boss fired you.

���E��PQR�S�
teng1 gong2 gam1 jat6 lou5 sai3 zyu2 dung6 

waa6 ceng2 haak3. 
I heard the boss is treating us today.

TUVGRW&
7X(��)>
Y�
ging1 lei5 dat6 jin4 waa6 hoi1 wui5, jat1 ding6 

hai6 jau5 je2 jiu3 tung1 zi1. 
The manager suddenly called a meeting, 
so he definitely has an announcement.

��ZT� [&-.�
gung1 si1 ji5 ging1 syun1 bou3 zo2 wui5 coi4 

jyun4. 
The company has already announced 
they would lay off staff.

D\]!^�
_`aMbcd"
#%�
nei5 jyu4 gwo2 mou5 tau1 teng1, jau6 dim2 ho2 

ji5 gam3 faai3 zau6 sau1 dou2 liu2 ? 
If you weren't listening in, then how do you 
know so quickly?

��e��+fg
LM)*+h
ijk�
lou5 sai3 jim4 gung1 si1 jan4 taai3 do1, so2 ji5 

jiu3 caau2 jan4 tai4 gou1 haau6 leot2. 
The boss thinks there are too many people 
in the company, so wants to fire people to 
raise efficiency.
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-.>YZTl[m
�n'Y(opqr�
coi4 jyun4 tung1 zi1 ji5 ging1 lok6 zo2 laa3, gam1 ci3 m4 zi1 hai6 bin1 go3 haak1 zai2. 
The layoff notice has already been sent, but we don't know who the unlucky ones are.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is the Verb  zyun3 "to change" 
 

"Has he changed?" 
 
 

In our grammar section in this lesson, we want to focus on the verb � (zyun3), which literally 
means "to turn" or "to change." In our dialogue the character was used in a way that carries 
the connotation of change, coming up in the sentence 	����� ("What? Did he 
change into another person")? � (sei2 sing3) is a colloquial and shorthand way of 
referring to personality in the sense of a set of ingrained and negative habits. If it helps to 
remember this phrase, think of the English expression "old habits die hard" and then 
remember that �� (zyun3 sei2 sing3) refers to a change in one's temper or in one's 
negative habits. � (zyun3) is the character which signals the change, or the turning over of a 
new leaf. 
 Lets take a look at some other examples of this verb in action: 

1. �stuvwxyz�VG{�|9� 
ngo5 ping4 si4 ji1 zeok3 bei2 gaau3 bou2 sau2, tak6 jin4 gaan1 zyun3 jing4 
zeong3. 
"I usually dress in a traditional manner, but now suddenly I changed my style."

2. }��p~��~��:��� 
bong1 ngo5 zyun3 go3 toi4, ni1 toi4 jam1 ngok6 hou2 naan4 teng1. 
"Please change the channel. The music is horrible."

3. D������7�? 
nei5 zyun3 gwo3 san1 bei2 ngo5 tai2 jat1 haa5? 
"Will you turn around for me to take a look?"
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4. �3��� 
cin4 min6 zyun3 zo2. 
"Turn left at the next crossing."

Bonus Point 
 

 
One thing to be careful of when speaking is that � (zyun3) has more than one pronunciation. 
While the character is typically and most commonly pronounced in the third tone, you will also 
hear it pronounced zyun2 as well. Words involving this character pronounced in the second 
tone include �� zyun2 dat6 ("to pass a message") and :� hou2 zyun2 ("to become 
better"). 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Getting Laid Off in Hong Kong
 

Employment law in Hong Kong states that all employees who work more than 18 hours per 
week for at least a month must be notified of termination in advance. The length of this 
advance notice can be as little as seven days if specified in a labor contract. If the contract 
does not specify a period of notice for termination, a month of advance notice must be given. 
Employers who do not provide this notice must pay the equivalent amount of wages 
(including normal overtime) within seven days of termination, while employees who are 
dismissed because of redundancy are also eligible for special severance. Statutory holidays 
such as Chinese New Year do not count towards the notice period, which is one reason 
major employers on the island like HSBC will often postpone layoffs until after the holidays. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	
��

2. B: ����������

3. A: ������������� !"#

4. B: $��%&'#

5. A: ���(')#

6. B: �*�#

JYUTPING

1. A: fong1 daai6 tung4 lo2 zo2 zeoi3 gaai1 naam4 go1 sau2 aa3 !

2. B: m4 hai6 aa5, gam2 can4 jik6 seon3 dim2 syun3 ?

3. A: keoi5 lo2 gwo3 gam3 do1 ci3, hai6 si4 hau6 joeng6 bei2 di1 san1 
jan4 laa1.

4. B: bat1 gwo3 keoi5 zung6 hou2 hung4.

5. A: fong1 daai6 tung4 gau3 hung4 lo3.

6. B: gam2 jau6 hai6.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER
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1. A: Khalil Fong just won the best male singer award!

2. B: Are you sure? how about Eason Chan?

3. A: He had won the award so many times, it's time to let other singer 
win.

4. B: But he's still very popular.

5. A: Khalil Fong is very popular too.

6. B: That's true.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

 ! san1 jan4 new talent noun

+' dong1 hung4 to be very popular adjective

��� gam3 do1 ci3 so many times phrase

,-./
heong1 gong2 
ngok6 taan4

Hong Kong music 
industry phrase

� jeong6 to yield verb

0	
 neoi5 go1 sau2 female singer noun

�	
 naam4 go1 sau2 male singer noun

�1 lo2 zoeng2 to get an award verb

�� zeoi3 gaai1 the best adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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 !2234�5&�6789
:#
san1 jan4 aam1 aam1 ceot1 dou6, deoi3 hou2 

do1 si6 dou1 mou5 ging1 jim6. 
He's new on the scene, and doesn't have 
much experience.

�;�<=>�+'?@ABC#
keoi5 zau6 hai6 gan6 gei2 nin4 zeoi3 dong1 

hung4 ge3 ciu1 kap1 geoi6 sing1. 
He has been the most popular super star 
these last few years.

���7���1�D>EFGH
 !IJGK�
gam3 do1 ci3 dou1 hai6 keoi5 lo2 zoeng2, gam1 

nin2 jing1 goi1 wui5 bei2 san1 jan4 go3 gei1 

wui6 gwaa3 ? 
He has won so many times, this year a 
new comer should have a chance.

,-./L>7GM&� !�N
OPQP�#
heong1 gong2 ngok6 taan4 mui5 nin4 dou1 wui5 

jau5 hou2 do1 san1 jan4, ging3 zang1 jyu6 lei4 

jyu6 daai6. 
The Hong Kong music industry has a lot of 
new comers each year, and the 
competition is worse and worse.

RSTU���IVW3Q#
naan4 ji5 seong2 zeong6 keoi5 jeong6 zo2 go3 

gwun3 gwan1 ceot1 lai4. 
It’s hard to imagine that he let other people 
take his championship.

XY� !�Z��D>�'?0
	
#
seoi1 jin4 hai6 san1 jan4, daan6 keoi5 hai6 

gam1 nin2 zeoi3 hung4 ge3 neoi5 go1 sau2. 
Although she is a new comer, she is this 
year's most popular female singer.

��I�	
�[\IG]1
^�
gam3 do1 go3 naam4 go1 sau2, m4 zi1 bin1 go3 

wui5 dak1 zoeng2 ne1 ? 
With so many great male singers, who 
knows who will win the prize.

�1?_M!7`S]abcde
fg#
lo2 zoeng2 ge3 so2 jau5 jan4 dou1 ho2 ji5 dak1 

dou3 jat1 fan6 san4 bei3 lai5 mat6. 
All of the winners can get a special prize.

�bh�ij^Ikl?��!m#
keoi5 jat1 ding6 hai6 zyu2 ci4 ni1 go3 zit3 muk6 ge3 zeoi3 gaai1 jan4 syun2. 
He is the best choice for hosting this program.

GRAMMAR
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The Focus of this Lesson is the Usages of the Phrase  (hai6 si4 hau6) 
 

"It's time to let the other singer win." 
 
 

In this lesson, we focus on the phrase ��� (hai6 si4 hau6), which means "it is about time" 
or "when the time comes." In Cantonese, ��� can be used as a standalone phrase, or in 
a sentence followed by a verb or verb-phrase. For instance, when used alone ���n 
(hai6 si4 hau6 laa3) means something along the lines of "it's the right time" or "the time has 
finally come." When used in the sentence ���opqn (hai6 si4 hau6 gaau3 jyu5 faat3 
laa3) the meaning is that "it's time to teach grammar"). 

In our dialogue, we hear this pattern used in the sentence ����H� !" (hai6 si4 
hau6 joeng6 bei2 di1 san1 jan4 laa1) which means "it's time to let the newcomers win". Let's 
take a look at some other examples: 

1. ��,-./rst	
����a��1"� 
keoi5 hai6 hoeng1 gong2 ngok6 taan4 sat6 lik6 paai3 go1 sau2, hai6 si4 hau6 dou3 
keoi5 lo2 zoeng2 laa1. 
 "He's the best singer in the Hong Kong music circle. It's about time he wins the 
award.
"

2. ���3un�&va� 
hai6 si4 hau6 ceot1 faat3 laa3, m4 hou2 ci4 dou3. 
"It's time to go. Don't be late."

3. ���wxyJz{1|fn� 
hai6 si4 hau6 hoi1 din6 si6 gei1 tai2 baan1 zoeng2 din2 lai5 laa3. 
"It's time to turn on the TV and watch the awards."

Language Tip 

 
 

The antonym of ��� is ��� (m4 hai6 si4 hau6). This is used to communicate the 
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idea that "it is a bad time" to do something. For instance, }Q]����~22�� 
(nei5 lai4 dak1 m4 hai6 si4 hau6 , ngo5 aam1 aam1 sau1 pou3) means "you can't have come 
at a worse time, for the shop has just closed." 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Music in Hong Kong
 

If you want to keep track of the latest in Cantonese music, following the Hong Kong music 
awards can be useful. Because of the extended size of the island's entertainment industry, 
Hong Kong hosts four music award ceremonies each year to encourage newcomers and 
veterans alike. These ceremonies are the Ultimate Song Chart Awards (��./���), 
RTHK Top Ten Chinese Gold Songs Awards (������1), J.S.G. Best Awards (��
�	��1) and the Metro Radio Hits Music Awards ( ���{1f). 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	
�����

2. B: ��������

3. A: �������

4. B: ������ !�"�#$%�

5. A: &'(�)*+�,-.�/01�

6. B: �2�34�

JYUTPING

1. A: nei5 baa3 zyu6 bou6 sau2 tai4 din6 nou5 gam3 noi6, jau5 me1 tai2 
ze1 ?

2. B: ngo5 tai2 gan2 lau4 pun2 gaai3 siu6.

3. A: haa5? nei5 jiu3 maai5 lau2 ?

4. B: ci4 zou2 dou1 jiu3 bun1 ceot1 uk1 kei2, mai6 tai2 ding6 sin1 lo1.

5. A: ji4 gaa1 di1 lau2 hou2 gwai3 bo3, zaai1 sau2 kei4 dou1 gei2 
baak3 maan6.

6. B: ngo5 lam2 zyu6 taai3 fun2.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER
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1. A: You've been using the laptop for such a long time! What are you 
looking at?

2. B: I'm reading about real estate.

3. A: Huh? Are you buying a house?

4. B: I'm going to have to move out of my home. I'm just getting 
information first.

5. A: Real estate is expensive these days. A downpayment alone costs 
millions of HKD.

6. B: I am thinking about taking out a mortgage or home loan.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

, zaai1 alone adjective

-. sau2 kei4 down payment noun 

34 taai3 fun2 mortgage noun

�#$ tai2 ding6 sin1
to research in 

advance phrase

�� ci4 zou2 sooner or later adverb

�� lau4 pun2 real estate noun

2� nam2 zyu6 to plan to verb

�� maai5 lau2 to buy a house verb

 ! uk1 kei5 home noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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56�789,:7;�	<=>
?@7A�
faan4 si6 dou1 m4 ho2 ji5 zaai1 gong2 m4 zou6,  

gam2 joeng2 wing5 jyun5 sing4 gung1 m4 dou2. 
If you are all talk and no action, you'll 
never get anything done.

-.B#�BCDEF�GH7I
JKL7A�
sau2 kei4 jat1 ding6 jiu3 jat1 ci3 gwo3 fu6 cing1, 

jyu4 gwo2 m4 hai6 zau6 jyu6 ding6 m4 dou2. 
The down payment needs to be paid in 
one goal, or else you can't make a 
reservation.

GH89JMN7)34�OP)
QR�
jyu4 gwo2 ho2 ji5 zau6 zeon6 loeng6 m4 hou2 

taai3 fun2, lei6 sik1 hou2 gou1 gaa3. 
If you can do without a loan, that's best, 
because interest rates are very high.

��I�#$�STU'J�V#
��
ngo5 dou1 hai6 tai2 ding6 sin1, mou5 waa6 ji4 

gaa1 zau6 jiu3 kyut3 ding6 maai5. 
I'm just doing research in advance, I won't 
necessarily buy right away.

�������W��XYU'J
;)Z[�
nei5 ci4 zou2 dou1 jiu3 bun1 ceot1 heoi3 zyu6,  

jing1 goi1 ji4 gaa1 zau6 zou6 hou2 daa2 syun3. 
Sooner or later you need to move out, so 
you should make plans now.

\/]���I^_`abc�
ni1 gei2 go3 lau4 pun2 dou1 hai6 zeoi3 gan6 

san1 hoi1 faat3 ge3. 
These buildings have all been started 
recently.

�2�DdcefWghij�
ngo5 lam2 zyu6 gwo3 nin4 ge3 si4 hau6 heoi3 

jat6 bun2 leoi5 jau4. 
I plan to go to Japan during the New Years 
holiday.

���Ikl�#I�mn�
nei5 maai5 lau2 hai6 zi6 gei2 zyu6 ding6 hai6 

jiu3 tau4 zi1? 
Are you buying a house to live in or as an 
investment?

o !�T/p�
keoi5 uk1 kei2 din6 waa2 gei2 do1? 
What's his landline?

GRAMMAR
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The Focus of this Lesson is the Verb Complement . 
 

"I'm going to have to move out of my home. I'm just getting information first." 
 
 

In our grammar section today, we introduce the verb complement #$ (ding6 sin1). This 
complement can be added to a verb in a very specific situation—when you need to suggest 
that one action needs to be performed before another one can be done at a later date or time. 
The literal meaning of this complement is that something "must be done first." In our dialogue 
we hear this when our speaker says ������ !�"�#$% (ci4 zou2 dou1 
jiu3 bun1 ceot1 uk1 kei2, mai6 tai2 ding6 sin1 lo1) "I've got to move away from home sooner 
or later. So I may as well look first". In this sentence, our main verb is � and it is followed with 
#$. This tells us that one must "look before doing something else," in this case moving 
away from home. For more examples, consider the following sentences: 

1. ����������	
. 
ngo5 ji4 gaa1 tai2 ding6 sin1, m4 jat1 din6 jiu3 maai5. 
"I'm just looking. I'm not sure I'll buy." 

2. qr�Istuv#$)� 
 gung1 zok3 dou1 hai6 bat1 jip6 cin4 wan2 ding6 sin1 hou2. 
"You've got to look for a job before you graduate."

3. �2#$(34�wxy� 
nei5 lam2 ding6 sin1 di1 taai3 fun2 nei5 dim2 waan4 aa3. 
"You'd better think through this first, so that you know how you will pay it back."

When it comes to verb complements, #$ is special in the way that it consists of two 
characters. Because of this, the verb complement is most commonly used after single-
character verbs such as �, v and 2 rather than two-character compounds. You will 
frequently hear people saying that they must �#$ (tai2 ding6 sin), v#$ (wan2 ding6 
sin) or 2#$ (lam2 ding6 sin). 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Real Estate Prices in Hong 
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Kong
 

Hong Kong housing prices have risen astronomically in recent years. This is due to many 
economic factors but is heavily linked to rising foreign investment, and especially investment 
flowing over the border from China where savers face the prospect of low interest rates. To 
put this phenomenon in context, housing prices on the island have risen over 15 percent 
every year for each of the past ten years. This has caused many problems for Hong Kong 
natives as foreign investment has driven people from their homes. The Hong Kong 
government has now implicated new policy that restricts foreigners from buying houses. 
Foreigners must now follow a rent-to-buy policy before they outright buy a house in Hong 
Kong. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ���������	


2. B: �������


3. A: ������������


4. B: ������� !�

5. A: "#�$%


6. B: &'(��)*�

JYUTPING

1. A: hou2 noi6 mou5 gin3, gan6 paai2 gei2 hou2 maa3 ?

2. B: gei2 hou2, jau5 sam1, nei5 ne1 ?

3. A: dou1 hai6 gam3 soeng6 haa5 laa1. teng1 gong2 nei5 jiu3 ji4 
man4 ?

4. B: hai6 aa3, lam2 zyu6 gwo3 mei5 gwok3 lo1.

5. A: dim2 gaai2 gam3 dat6 jin4 ?

6. B: zaang1 jan4 cin2, jiu3 zoek3 cou2.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER
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1. A: Haven't seen you for a while, how have you been lately?

2. B: I'm okay, thanks, how about you?

3. A: About the same. I hear that you're going to emigrate?

4. B: Yes, I'm thinking of living in the states.

5. A: Why so suddenly?

6. B: I owe money. I need to run away.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

)* zoek3 cou2 to run away verb

& zaang1 to owe verb

$% dat6 jin4 suddenly adverb

� mei5 gwok3
United States (of 

America) noun

� lam2 to think verb

�� ji4 man4 to immigrate verb

�� jau5 sam1 to be considerate adjective

�� gan6 paai2 recently adverb

�� teng1 gong2 to have heard verb

���� hou2 noi6 mou5 gin3
not to have met for a 

while phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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+,'-.�/0�)*�
keoi5 bei2 jan4 zeoi1 zaai3, zeon2 bei6 jiu3 

zoek3 cou2. 
Other people are chasing him down for 
money, so he's preparing for run away.

12345&6+�7��389
:+���;<�
ngo5 cin4 sai3 jat1 ding6 caang1 zo2 keoi5 hou2 

do1 , ni1 sai3 lei4 waan4 bei2 keoi5, dou1 hai6 

suk1 ming6. 
I must have owed her a lot in a previous 
life and now it's my destiny to pay her back.

"#$%=���>� �

dim2 gaai2 nei5 dat6 jin4 gaan1 jiu3 ji4 man4 

heoi3 mei5 gwok3 aa3? 
Why do you want to immigrate to the 
United State all of a sudden?

+??4@A@B8� �
keoi5 baa4 baa1 jat1 gau2 baat3 gau2 nin4 lai4 

mei5 gwok3. 
His dad came to America in 1989.

1���BCDE>FGHI�
ngo5 lam2 zyu6 gwo3 nin4 ge3 si4 hau6 heoi3 

jat6 bun2 leoi5 jau4. 
I plan to go to Japan during the New Years 
holiday.

J@KB�LM�NOC'��P
Q �
hai2 gau2 cat1 nin4, hoeng1 gong2 jau5 daai6 

loeng6 ge3 jan4 ji4 man4 dou3 ngoi6 gwok3. 
A lot of people in Hong Kong immigrated 
to foreign countries in 1997.

R�7S8T1�U����V
nei5 maai5 gam3 do1 je5 lai4 taam3 ngo5, zan1 

hai6 jau5 sam1 laa3. 
You are really considerate, buying this 
many things and coming and seeing me.

�����WX+��"�
hou2 noi6 mou5 gin3, m4 zi1 keoi5 gan6 paai2 

dim2. 
We haven't seen each other in long time, I 
don't know how he's been lately.

��YFZ[\]^_`�
teng1 gong2 gam1 jat6 lou5 sai3 zyu2 dung6 

waa6 ceng2 haak3. 
I heard the boss is treating us today.

1a�b�Ccd�e�����
f�
ngo5 dei6 hai6 zeoi3 hou2 ge3 pang4 jau5, 

daan6 hai6 hou2 noi6 mou5 gin3 laa3. 
We are best friends, but haven't seen each 
other for a while.

GRAMMAR
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The Focus of This Lesson is  
 

"It's about the same as always."  
 
 

Our grammar focus in this lesson is on the phrase ��� (gam3 soeng6 haa5), which can 
be translated as "I'm doing okay," or "just passingly." In our dialogue, we hear this in use 
when our first speaker answers a question with the statement ������ (dou1 hai6 
gam3 soeng6 haa5 laa1) "It's about the same as always". There are two situations in which 
we can use this phrase. The first one is when something is neither good nor bad. This is the 
usage in our dialogue. The second usage is more complex. In these cases we have to be 
talking about something which has an expected range of values, and in these cases we imply 
that the value is somewhat indistinguishably in the middle. 

You can see both of these usages in the following sample sentences. 
 For Example: 

1. 1gghi������� 
ngo5 naai4 naai2 cing4 fong3 dou1 hai6 gam3 soeng6 haa5 laa1. 
"My grandma's situation is neither good nor bad."  

2. ZjklWm�����n�� 
lou5 je4 ce1 hoi1 m4 faai3, hai6 gam3 soeng6 haa5 gaa3 laa1. 
"The car is really old and can't go quickly. This is more or less the speed it goes."

3. +Copqr����n�� 
keoi5 ge3 jyut6 jyu5 seoi2 ping4 hai6 gam3 soeng6 haa5 gaa3 laa1. 
"His Cantonese level is just so-so."

The situation in which ��� means "neither good nor bad" is easiest to remember. But 
remember that it can also be used generally to suggest that the state of something is in an 
intermediary category, with nothing particular to distinguish it towards either extreme. 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Immigrating to Hong 
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Kong
 

Hong Kong is one of the most multicultural cities in the world, due in part to what has 
historically been the island's relatively liberal immigration policy. While permanent residents 
can sponsor family members and get them a permanent visa that way, it is also possible to 
get a permanent visa to Hong Kong through either an investor class visa, or by applying 
through a general points-based system. While the amount of capital required for an investor 
visa is quite significant (well over one million USD at this point), skills-based immigration is 
considerably easier, especially for those with fluency in both English as well as at least one 
Chinese-based language (Putonghua or Cantonese) and who have worked in a senior 
position in a specialized sector of the economy. If you're curious how you would rank, you can 
find the points system online at http://www.immd.gov.hk/ehtml/QMAS_8.htm. At present, the 
minimum passing grade for consideration is around eighty points. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	
��

2. B: ��������������������� �!

"#$

3. A: ���

4. B: %��&'(��)*�+,��-./� 012$

5. A: ���-./�34���5� �6�7

6. B: ��89�:;-�./�%<=�>?�� @A�B

CD��+,��-E/$

7. A: @5F-E/G$

8. B: 5HIJ��KLMN-5�<=$

JYUTPING

1. A: ni1 go3 ng5 jat6 jau4 ge3 tou3 caan1 hang4 cing4 hai6 dim2 ?

2. B: jau4 hoeng1 gong2 co5 fo2 ce1 dou3 soeng6 hoi2, wan6 hei3 
hou2 ge3 waa2, nei5 wui5 dou3 daat6 dai6 jat1 go3 muk6 dik1 
dei6.

3. A: wan6 hei3 hou2 ?

4. B: hai2 soeng6 hoi2 ting4 lau4 saam1 jat6, jin4 hau6 co5 gou1 cuk1 
fo2 ce1 heoi3 hong4 zau1, jat1 dang2 jyun5 zo6.

CONT'D OVER
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5. A: jau4 soeng6 hoi2 heoi3 hong4 zau1, pou2 tung1 ge3 fo2 ce1 m4 
hai6 jat1 go3 zung1 ge3 me1 ?

6. B: hai6, jyu4 gwo2 nei5 jau5 meng6 heoi3 dou3 hong4 zau1, hai2 
go2 dou6 jau4 laam5 loeng5 jat6, ngo5 dei6 wui5 zoi3 on1 paai4 
nei5 co5 gou1 cuk1 fo2 ce1 heoi3 wan1 zau1.

7. A: ngo5 m4 soeng2 heoi3 wan1 zau1 wo3.

8. B: m4 sai2 daam1 sam1, nei5 ho2 nang4 wing5 jyun5 heoi3 m4 dou2 
go2 dou6.

ENGLISH

1. A: What does this five day package include?

2. B: You take the train from Hong Kong to Shanghai. If you're lucky, 
you'll reach your first destination.

3. A: Lucky?

4. B: You stay in Shanghai for three days, then take the high speed train 
to Hangzhou, first class.

5. A: Doesn't it only take an hour to go from Shanghai to Hangzhou by 
regular train?

6. B: Yes, and if you're still alive, you'll stay in Hangzhou for two days. 
Then we'll arrange a high speed train to Wenzhou.

7. A: I don't want to go to Wenzhou.

CONT'D OVER
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8. B: Don't worry, you might never get there.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

CD on1 paai4 to arrange verb

�> jau4 laam5 to visit verb

:; jau5 meng6 to be alive adjective

&' ting4 lau4 to stay verb

+,�� gou1 cuk1 fo2 ce1 high-speed train noun

!"# muk6 dik1 dei6 destination noun

�� wan6 hei3 to be lucky adjective

�� tou3 caan1 package noun

�� dou3 daat6 to arrive verb

O	 leoi5 hang4 to travel verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

@PQ��5RS�TU��V�
WX�CD$
ngo5 zi1 dou3 nei5 hou2 m4 mun5 ji3, bat1 gwo3 

ni1 go3 zi2 hai6 lam4 si4 ge3 on1 paai4. 
I know you are dissatisfied, but this 
arrangement is only temporary.

YZ�[\�@]^CD�$
gam1 ci3 ge3 soeng1 tai2 hai6 ngo5 maa1 mi4 

on1 paai4 ge2. 
This blind date was arranged by my 
mother.
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@_`F�>abcd$
ngo5 zyu2 jiu3 soeng2 jau4 laam5 ming4 sing3 

gu2 zik1. 
I want to visit famous tourist and historic 
sights.

5eIJ�@�:;fg�$
m4 sai2 daam1 sam1, ngo5 wui5 jau5 meng6 

faan1 lei4 ge3. 
Don't worry, I'll come back alive.

h�CD@A%�=&'?�$
dou6 jau4 on1 paai4 ngo5 dei6 hai2 ni1 dou6 

tin4 lau4 loeng5 jat6. 
The tour guide has arranged for us to stay 
here for two days.

@ij�kl�m5F�+,�
�$
ngo5 ning4 jyun2 co5 fei1 gei1, dou1 m4 soeng2 

co5 gou1 cuk1 fo2 ce1. 
I prefer to take a plane rather than a high-
speed train.

no�!"#%p(qr
kok3 cit3 ge3 muk6 dik1 dei6 hai2 bin1 ? saam1 

faan4 si5? 
What is the exact destination? San 
Francisco?

89�:�����sKtuv 
wxy$
jyu4 gwo2 nei5 jau5 wan6 hei3 ge3 waa2, zau6 

ho2 ji5 cau1 zung3 jat1 fan6 lai5 mat6. 
If you are lucky, you can draw a price.

�z�������{|
dim2 gaai2 ni1 go3 ng5 jat6 jau4 tou3 caan1 

gam3 peng4 ? 
How is this five-day travel package so 
inexpensive?

@A}X~Kt��!"#�
ngo5 dei6 gei2 si4 sin1 ho2 ji5 dou3 daat6 muk6 

dik1 dei6 aa3 ? 
When will we arrive at the destination?

@����O	fg�������$
ngo5 zeoi3 fan4 di1 jan4 leoi5 hang4 faan1 lai4 lo5 gung1 ngai6 ban2 dong3 sau2 seon3. 
I hate it when people buy craft-ware as souvenir gifts when they travel.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Pattern ......  
 

"Doesn't it only take an hour by regular train?"  
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Our grammar point in this lesson is about the grammar pattern 5� ... �7 (m4 hai6... ge3 
me1). Although this pattern looks like it is a simple question, there is something subtle 
happening here. Particularly, Cantonese speakers use this structure, not when they want to 
know the answer to a question, but when they already suspect that they know the answer and 
are looking to confirm it. In our dialogue, we hear this in the question 34���5� �
6�7� (pou2 tung1 ge3 fo2 ce1 m4 hai6 jat1 go3 zung1 ge3 me1?) "Doesn't it only take 
an hour by regular train?". A more subtle translation might be, "I think it only takes an hour, 
isn't that right?" The speaker is not asking an open question so much as making a statement 
and challenging the listener to correct him. 

For more examples of this sort of loaded question, consider the following sentences. 

1. �5����-���7� 
keoi5 m4 hai6 co5 fo2 ce1 heoi3 sam1 zan3 ge3 me1? 
"Didn't he take the train to Shenzhen?"  

2. ��O	��5����7� 
 ni1 go3 leoi5 hang4 tou3 caan1 m4 hai6 ng5 jat6 ge3 me1? 
"Is this the five day travel package?"

So remember: when Cantonese speakers use the pattern 5� ... �7 they are not just 
asking a question so much as confirming their existing beliefs and challenging the listener to 
correct them if they are wrong. 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Chinese Railways
 

There are a few options if you're interested in traveling to mainland China by rail. One of the 
most comfortable is taking the 24 hour train to Beijing from the downtown Hong Kong train 
station (right beside the Hong Kong Colliseum). Trains leave every second day during the 
week. For most other destinations, travelers are best to transit into Shenzhen via the Lo Wu 
Port. The journey from East Tsim Sha Tsui metro station to the Lo Wu transit point takes 42 
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minutes and costs around 5 USD. Once you cross the border you will be right at the gates to 
the Shenzhen train station. Service is available to destinations in southern China (Guangxi, 
Yunnan), although slightly less convenient to central and northern destinations. 

If you are considering transiting into Shenzhen to save money on airfare, we suggest you 
reconsider. Flying out of Hong Kong may be slightly more expensive, but the difference will 
be eaten up in the transit expenses commuting from downtown Shenzhen to Lo Wu. 



LESSON NOTES

Intermediate S1 #8
Telling Tall Cantonese Tales 

CONTENTS 

2 Traditional Chinese
2 Jyutping
3 English
4 Vocabulary
4 Sample Sentences
5 Grammar
6 Cultural Insight

# 8 

COPYRIGHT © 2013 INNOVATIVE LANGUAGE LEARNING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



CANTONES ECLAS S 101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #8  - TELLI NG TALL CANTONES E TALES 2

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ���������	
��

2. B: ��

3. A: ����

4. B: ���������

5. A: �������	�� !�

6. B: "�#$%�&'�"�"()�

7. A: "�*+	�

8. B: ,-��

9. A: ...."/
��� �0	123456�

10. B: 7*89:;�7<9=">?:7�@��A	BC

DE�

JYUTPING

1. A: siu2 ze2, nei5 waa6 nei5 bei2 go3 naam4 jan2 bok3 mung5 ?

2. B: hai6 aa3 !

3. A: hai2 bin1 dou6 ?

4. B: hai2 sam1 lam4 ge3 sing4 bou2 leoi5 min6.

CONT'D OVER
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5. A: nei5 gei3 m4 gei3 dak1 go3 naam4 jan2 jau5 me1 dak6 zing1 ?

6. B: keoi5 go3 tau4 daai3 zyu6 go3 wong4 gun1, keoi5 waa6 keoi5 
hai6 wong4 zi2.

7. A: keoi5 hai6 m4 hai6 bun2 dei6 jan4 ?

8. B: jing1 goi1 m4 hai6.

9. A: gam2... keoi5 dim2 bok3 nei5 mung5 ? jau5 mou5 jan4 gin3 dou2 
si6 faat3 ging1 gwo3 ?

10. B: ngo5 bun2 loi4 fan3 gan2 gaau3, ngo5 jat1 fan3 seng2 keoi5 zau6 
sek3 gan2 ngo5, cat1 go3 siu2 aai2 jan4 ho2 ji5 zou6 zing3.

ENGLISH

1. A: Miss, did you say you were harassed by a man?

2. B: Yes!

3. A: Where did it happen?

4. B: At a castle in the forest.

5. A: Do you remember if the man has any special features?

6. B: He was wearing a crown and he said he's a prince.

7. A: Is he a local?

CONT'D OVER
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8. B: I don't think so.

9. A: How did he harass you? Did anyone witness the incident?

10. B: I was sleeping, and he was kissing me when I woke up. Seven 
dwarfs can testify that.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

&' wong4 gun1 crown noun

�� sing4 bou2 castle noun

�� sam1 lam4 forest noun

*+	 bun2 dei6 jan4 local people noun

?  sek3 to kiss verb

DE zou6 zing3 to testify verb

 ! dak6 zing1 distinguishing feature noun


� bok3 mung5

to take advantage of 
someone; to 

(sexually) harass
verb

F  laam5 to hug verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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GH"$%�&'�IC7J"
()�
jan1 wai4 keoi5 daai3 zyu6 go3 wong4 gun1, so2 

ji5 ngo5 lam2 keoi5 hai6 wong4 zi2. 
I thought he was a prince because he 
wore a crown.

���12��KL�M���
nei5 waa6 nei5 gin3 dou2 sam1 lam4 jap6 bin6 

jau5 zo6 sing4 bou2 ? 
You said you saw a castle in the forest?

NOPQRSTUVW���
leoi4 jyu5 sim2 din6 ziu3 loeng6 liu5 maan5 

soeng6 dik1 sam1 lam4 
The thunderstorm is lighting up the dark 
forest.

X"�YZ��[*+	�
teng1 keoi5 ge3 hau2 jam1, m4 ci5 hai6 bun2 

dei6 jan4. 
He doesn't seem like a local judging from 
his accent.

\\?]7<^�
maa4 maa1 sek3 zo2 ngo5 jat1 haa5. 
Mom kissed me.

_`�123456�ab�c7
DEd�
jyu4 gwo2 nei5 gin3 dou3 si6 faat3 ging1 gwo3, 

maa4 faan4 nei5 bong1 ngo5 zou6 zing3 aa1. 
If you saw the course of this happening, 
please testify for me.

e	��f !gh�
faan6 jan4 ge3 min6 maau6 dak6 zing1 hai6 bei6 

daai6. 
The criminal's distinguishing feature is his 
big nose.

�discoK�ijklmn�	

��
hai2 disco jap6 min6 hou2 do1 neoi5 zai2 dou1 

wui5 bei2 jan4 bok3 mung5. 
Many women will be harassed by others 
inside clubs.

F%7�
laam5 zyu6 ngo5. 
Hug me.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Continuous Particle 
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In this lesson's grammar point, we want to talk about the particle : (gan2), which tells us how 
a verb is happening—it happens contiguously. In our dialogue, the woman says 7*89:
; (ngo5 bun2 loi4 fan3 gan2 gaau3) "I was sleeping". Now note that there is nothing in the 
verb to put it into the past tense, it is *8 (bun2 loi4) which tells us that it already happened. 
Unlike in English which has more tenses, in Cantonese, we can use the same verb in the 
past, the present, and even in the future. If you want to tell people when has, does, or will an 
action happens, you have to put an extra time phrase like op (ji4 gaa1) "right now" or qU 
(gam1 maan5) "tonight" in your sentence. For more examples, consider the following 
sentences. 

For Example: 

1. op�7\\9:;� 
ji4 gaa1, ngo5 maa4 maa1 fan3 gan2 gaau3. 
"Right now, my mother is sleeping."  

2. 7r:s��3tuvw� 
ngo5 sik6 gan2 faan6, jau5 si6 dang2 zan6 sin1 gong2. 
"I'm eating, if there is a problem, wait and we'll talk."

3. xy��z{|u7r:s� 
kam4 jat6, nei6 hang4 gaai1 go2 zan6 ngo5 sik6 gan2 faan6. 
"Yesterday, when you were shopping, I was eating."

4. Xy11/�"r:s��i}�"� 
ting1 jat6 sap6 jat1 dim2, keoi5 sik6 gan2 faan6, m4 hou2 daa2 bei2 keoi5. 
"Tomorrow at 12 he will be eating, don't call him."

So remember in Cantonese we use particles, like : (gan2) which communicate the meaning 
"contiguously" to tell how an action is happening. However, these verbs and particles can't tell 
people when the actions happen, so you need to add extra words into your sentences to 
indicate time. 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Disneyland in Hong Kong
 



CANTONES ECLAS S 101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #8  - TELLI NG TALL CANTONES E TALES 7

Hong Kong's Disneyland opened on September 12, 2005, and although there were initial 
problems with not meeting the number of expected guests in the first few years, it has been a 
relatively successful theme park. It has mixed Disney culture and Chinese culture. Apparently 
the park was built in adherence with the rules of fang shui to give it that additional Chinese 
feel. Park workers and guides conveniently speak Mandarin, Cantonese, and English. Some 
special Chinese events held at the park have been "Mickey Celebrates the Year of the Ox" 
and subsequent Chinese New Year's celebrations. Other than that it is a very typical Disney 
experience. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ���������	
���...

2. B: ��������

3. A: ������������ !"?

4. B: ��#$�%&'()(*+,-./

5. A: 0�1�234.5

6. B: (...(678�9:;<+/

7. A: (�*=>=?�@A�BC	
�DEFGHI7I

�/

JYUTPING

1. A: hai6 nei5 jung6 saai3 nei5 sin1 hau6 loeng5 go3 lou5 gung1 di1 
cin2 zi1 hau6...

2. B: hai6 keoi5 dei6 zi6 gei2 po3 caan2.

3. A: jan1 wai6 nei5 maai5 zyu1 bou2 sau2 sik1 tung4 maai4 heoi3 au1 
zau1 leoi5 hang4 ?

4. B: keoi5 dei6 zung1 ji3 maai5 lai5 mat5 bei2 ngo5, ngo5 jau5 me1 
baan6 faat3 aa3 !

5. A: gam2 di1 soeng2 nei5 dim2 gaai2 sik1 aa3 ?

CONT'D OVER
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6. B: ngo5... ngo5 dou1 m4 zi1 nei5 hai2 dou6 gong2 gan2 me1 !

7. A: ngo5 dei6 jau5 zing3 geoi3 zing3 ming4 nei5 duk6 sei2 nei5 jin6 
jam4 lou5 gung1. tai2 haa5 pui4 sam2 tyun4 seon3 m4 seon3 nei5 !

ENGLISH

1. A: After you spent all your husbands' money...

2. B: They went bankrupt themselves.

3. A: Because you bought jewelry and went to Europe on vacation?

4. B: I couldn't help that they liked to buy me presents.

5. A: Then how do you explain these photos?

6. B: I... I don't know what you're talking about!

7. A: We can prove that you poisoned your current husband. Let's see if 
the jury believes you.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

=> zing3 geoi3 proof noun

=? zing3 ming4 to prove verb

@A duk6 sei2 to poison verb

FGH pui4 sam2 tyun4 jury noun
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���� zyu1 bou2 sau2 sik1 jewelry noun

�� po3 caan2 to go bankrupt verb

34 gaai2 sik1 to explain verb

�� jung6 saai3 to spend all verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

JK�LMNO=>PQRS�
jyu4 gwo2 nei5 ho2 ji5 wan2 dou2 zing3 geoi3 

zau6 zeoi3 hou2 laa1. 
If you can find prove, that would be good.

T*=>6=?�P�UVWX�
so2 jau5 zing3 geoi3 dou1 zing3 ming4 nei5 

zau6 hai6 saat3 jan4 hung1 sau2. 
All of the evidence proves that you are the 
killer.

�YZ�[�)@A��\	
5
nei5 ging2 jin4 wai4 zo2 cin2, duk6 sei2 zi6 gei2 

ge3 lou5 gung1 ? 
You poisoned your own husband for 
money? Really?

FGH]^6�_`�Vab�
pui4 sam2 tyun4 jat1 bun1 dou1 hai6 jau4 ng5 

go3 jan4 zou2 sing4. 
A jury is normally made up of five people.

�cT*\�6de������
keoi5 zoeng1 so2 jau5 ge3 cin2 dou1 lo2 lei4 

maai5 zyu1 bou2 sau2 sik1. 
She spends all her money on jewelry.

Pf���)�	g6hij��
zau6 syun3 keoi5 po3 caan2, keoi5 lou5 po4 

dou1 mou5 lei4 hoi1 keoi5. 
Even when he went bankrupt, his wife still 
didn't leave him.

klm34no�
gaau3 sau6 zoi6 gaai2 sik1 tou4 biu2. 
The professor is explaining the diagram.

pqr�\s��23�0tP�
�5
mui5 ci3 bei2 nei5 ge3 ling4 jung6 cin2 dim2 

gaai2 nei5 gam3 faai3 zau6 jung6 saai3 ? 
How do you spend your pocket change so 
quickly right after I give it to you?

GRAMMAR
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The Focus of this Lesson is Legal Terminology. 
 

"We can prove that you had poisoned your current husband to death."  
 
 

In this grammar section, we want to take a break from aspectual particles and modal particles 
and sentence patterns and spend a bit of time talking about the kind of language you'll run 
into if you ever need to go to court in Hong Kong. The most important words you need to know 
in this regards are the words -u (faat3 ting4) "court" and -v (faat3 leot6) "law". There 
you'll find the plaintiff (wxV) and the defendant (yxV). 

So good so far? Where a lot of people get confused with legal terminology is less with the 
nouns and more with the verbs. In our dialogue we have two words which are frequently 
confused. The first is the noun => (zing3 geoi3) "evidence" while the second is the verb =
? (zing3 ming4) "to testify". Because => is a noun, when it is used in the context of a verb 
phrase, we must lead it with * or h in order to suggest whether there is or is not evidence. 
This is different from =?, which is usually used as a verb and is never preceded by * or 
h. 

To get a sense of how this language is used in a formal setting, consider the following 
sentences: 

1. z�{V�yxV� 
ni1 go3 neoi5 jan2 hai6 bei6 gou3 jan4. 
"This woman is the defendant."

2. h=>|�U[�	
� 
mou5 zing3 geoi3 waa6 keoi5 saat3 zo2 keoi5 lou5 gung1. 
"There is no evidence showing that she killed her husband."

3. }~*=>��@A�. 
ging2 caat3 jau5 zing3 geoi3 zi2 keoi5 duk6 sei2 keoi5. 
"The police have an evidence that she poisoned him."

4. }~=?�U[���� 
ging2 caat3 zing3 ming4 keoi5 saat3 zo2 keoi5 cin4 fu1. 
"The police testified that she killed her former husband."
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5. �9-u���=?� 
keoi5 hai2 faat3 ting4 soeng6 keoi5 zyut6 zing3 ming4. 
"She refused to tesify in court."

As we mentioned above, while =? (zing3 ming4) is almost always used as a verb, there 
are a few situations in which it appears as a noun. Fortunately, in these cases the word is 
usually included as part of a larger phrase, such as with the words ��=? (bat1 jip6 
zing3 ming4) "graduation diploma" or =?V (zing3 ming4 jan4) "witness". 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	
������

2. B: �����

3. A: ���������������

4. B: ����� !"#�

5. A: $"#%�&'()���

6. B: ����*��

JYUTPING

1. A: teng1 gong2 nei5 hai6 gaai6 hok6 ge3 jin4 gau3 sang1, nei5 duk6 
gan2 bin1 fo1 ?

2. B: ngo5 duk6 gan2 ji1 fo1.

3. A: ngo5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 di1 jau5 hok6 sik1 jau5 noi6 haam4 ge3 
neoi5 zai2 !

4. B: ngo5 duk6 ge3 zyun1 fo1 bei2 gaau3 laang5 mun2.

5. A: dim2 laang5 mun2 dou1 jau5 ho2 nang4 bong1 dou2 ngo5 ge3 !

6. B: ngo5 duk6 ge3 hai6 faat3 ji1.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER
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1. A: I heard you're a graduate student, what are you studying?

2. B: I'm in medical studies.

3. A: I really like girls who are knowledgeable and sophisticated!

4. B: My major is very rare.

5. A: You might be able to help me no matter how rare it is!

6. B: I major in forensics.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

*� faat3 ji1 forensics noun

"# laang5 mun2 rare adjective

�� zyun1 fo1 specialized subject noun

��� jau5 noi6 haam4 to be sophisticated adjective

��� jau5 hok6 sik1 to be knowledgeable adjective

�� ji1 fo1 medical studies noun

�� hok6 fo1 subject; faculty noun

�	
 jin4 gau3 sang1 graduate student noun

+, bat1 jip6 to graduate verb

�� daai6 hok6 university noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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-.��/0*��1�23��
hou2 siu2 neoi5 zai2 gam2 zou6 faat3 ji1, zan1 

hai6 pui3 fuk6 nei5. 
Very few women dare to work in forensics; 
I really admire you.

45��6789%�-"#��
�$:;<=�
ni1 go3 hok6 fo1 jat1 zik6 ji5 lai4 dou1 hai6 hou2 

laang5 mun2 ge3, nei5 dim2 gaai2 wui5 gaan2 

keoi5? 
This field has always been very 
unpopular, why did you pick it?

=��45�����&8>?@
A=�
keoi5 hai6 hok6 ni1 go3 zyun1 fo1 ge3, nei5 ho2 

ji5 si3 haa5 cing2 gaau3 keoi5. 
He studied this specialized discipline, you 
can ask him to tutor you.

BCD����EF���%-G
D��
ceoi4 zo2 jiu1 jau5 hok6 sik1, tung4 si4 jau5 noi6 

haam4 dou1 hou2 zung6 jiu3 ge3. 
In addition to being knowledgeable, being 
sophisticated is also very important.

�H��&8IJK>9LM�
jau5 mou5 hok6 sik1 ho2 ji5 tung1 gwo3 haau2 

si3 lei4 zing3 ming4. 
You can prove whether or not you are 
knowledgeable by taking a test.

��&8N��O���P6�
ji1 fo1 ho2 ji5 syun3 hai6 zeoi3 naan4 ge3 hok6 

fo1 zi1 jat1. 
Medical studies can be thought of as one 
of the most difficult disciplines.

�45��1�-"#�
nei5 ni1 go3 hok6 fo1 zan1 hai6 hou2 laang5 

mun2. 
Your major is really unpopular.

QRST)UVW�X�&'�;
K�	
�
jyu4 gwo2 wan2 m4 dou3 aam1 sam1 seoi2 ge3 

gung1, ho2 nang4 ngo5 wui5 haau2 jin4 gau3 

sang1. 
If I can't find a good job, maybe I'll take the 
test to be a graduate student.

+,%TY0Z-�[Q\]0^
_!
bat1 jip6 dou1 m4 zi1 zou6 me1 hou2, bat1 jyu4 

zi6 gei2 zou6 lou5 baan2! 
I don't know what to do after I graduate, 
why not be a boss!

�`�a��bc���
ngo6 dei6 hai6 hai2 daai6 hok6 jap6 min6 sik1 

ge3. 
We met while at university.

GRAMMAR
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The Focus of This Lesson is the Pattern  ...  
  

"You might be able to help me no matter how rare it is!"  
 
 

Our grammar point today is focusing on how to say "no matter how" or "regardless of". In 
Chinese we can do this using the pattern $ ... % (dim2... dou1). Either adjectives or verbs 
are put in the middle, as with $d% (dim2 mong4 dou1) or $e% (dim2 naau6 dou1). In 
our dialogue, we hear this in the line $"#%�&'()�� (dim2 laang5 mun2 dou1 
jau5 ho2 nang4 bong1 dou2 ngo5 ge3) "You might be able to help me no matter how rare it 
is". Here we see the adjective "# positioned between $ and % to express the meaning 
"no matter how rare." For more examples, consider the following: 

1. �$d%D9� 
nei5 dim2 mong4 dou1 jiu3 lei4. 
"You must come no matter how busy you are." 

2. �$f%6gDhi� 
nei5 dim2 gui6 dou1 jat1 ding6 jiu3 se2 jyun4. 
"You have to finish writing it no matter how tired you are."

3. �$e=%T���� 
ngo5 dim2 naau6 keoi5 dou1 m4 teng1 ngo5 gong2. 
"No matter how much I yell at him, he never listens."

Did you notice the way we put the direct object of the verb is inside our pattern in that last 
sentence? This is perfectly acceptable. 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

The University of Hong Kong 

 

The University of Hong Kong is known worldwide. The university first opened in 1887 when 
British missionaries on the island setup the school as a place for instruction in Western 
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medicine on the island. And the university's first graduate was the notable Chinese 
revolutionary Sun Yat-Sen. Although the University of Hong Kong initially focused on 
teaching the sciences over the humanities, its focus has since broadened and it is now a 
comprehensive university, and now offers courses on aspects of Chinese culture as well as 
covering Western materials. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������

2. B: �	
�Elaine���

3. A: �������������

4. B: ���������  

5. A: ����

6. B: �!�"#$%&'�()�

7. A: �*+!,�-+!./�

JYUTPING

1. A: nei5 zou6 mat1 nau1 baau3 baau3 gam2 ?

2. B: gaak3 lei4 baan1 go3 Elain jau6 caai2 ngo5.

3. A: dong3 keoi5 faat3 ap1 fung1, keoi5 sing4 jat6 ngaa4 caat3 caat3.

4. B: bat2 gwo3 keoi5 dik1 kok3 jau6 lek1 jau6 leng3...

5. A: keoi5 caai2 nei5 mat1 ?

6. B: keoi5 waa6 ngo5 jing2 jan3 fan6 zi1 liu2 dou1 zou6 m4 hou2.

7. A: keoi5 jau5 hau2 waa6 jan4, mou5 hau2 waa6 zi6 gei2.

ENGLISH
CONT'D OVER
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1. A: Why do you look so angry?

2. B: Elaine from our neighboring class criticized me again.

3. A: Take it as nonsense! She's always bragging about herself.

4. B: But she IS smart and pretty...

5. A: What did she say to you?

6. B: She said I couldn't even handle things like copying materials.

7. A: She only knows how to criticize others but never criticizes herself.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

�() zou6 m4 hou2 not to do well verb

*+!,�0+
!./ 

jau5 hau2 waa6 
jan4, mou5 hau2 

waa6 zi6 gei2

to criticize others but 
never himself/herself

phrase

��� ngaa4 caat3 caat3 to brag verb

 caai2 to criticize verb

�	 gaak3 lei4 neighbor noun

�� sing4 jat6 always adverb

"# jing2 jan3 to photocopy verb

��� faat3 ap1 fung1 to talk nonsense verb

��� nau1 baau3 baau3 to be really angry adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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()123��()�45678
94:�
m4 hou2 taai3 daam1 sam1 nei5 zou6 m4 hou2, 

jat1 ding6 jiu3 heoi3 soeng4 si3 jat1 haa5. 
Don't worry about not doing a good job, 
you've got to give it a try.

�,45(;<*+!,�0+!
./�456.�=>�
zou6 jan4 jat1 ding6 m4 ho2 ji5 jau5 hau2 waa6 

jan4, mou5 hau2 waa6 zi6 gei2, jat1 ding6 jiu3 

zi6 ngo5 faan2 sing2. 
People shouldn't criticize others but never 
themselves, you have to reflect on your 
own weaknesses.

���'?@?A��B<CC'
D,�
keoi5 sing4 jat6 dou1 ban6 sau2 ban6 goek3 

gam2, so2 ji5 ci3 ci3 dou1 bei2 jan4 caai2. 
He does poor work everyday, so everyone 
looks down on him.

�EFG��	�B<)HIJ
K�
keoi5 zau6 zyu6 hai2 ngo5 gaak3 lei4, so2 ji5 

hou2 fong1 bin6 gin3 min6. 
He lives right next door, so it's very 
convenient to see each other.

���'=+�LMN(��
keoi5 sing4 jat6 dou1 faan2 hau2, zan1 hai6 

seon3 m4 gwo3. 
He always goes back on his word, I found 
him untrustworthy.

O#M(MP�"#�
daa2 jan3 hai6 m4 hai6 gwai3 gwo3 jing2 jan3 ? 
Is printing more expensive than copying?

�Q��R�E�����S�
nei5 lei5 keoi5 zou6 me1 ? zau6 dong3 keoi5 

faat3 ap1 fung1 laa1. 
Don't pay any attention, just treat him as if 
he is talking nonsense.

T�����UV�EW�XY5
�Z[\�
tai2 keoi5 nau1 baau3 baau3 gam2 ge3 joeng2, 

zau6 zi1 keoi5 dei6 hang2 ding6 jau6 cou4 zo2 

gaau1. 
From looking at how angry he is, it's 
obvious that they had a fight.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Pattern ......  
  

"Why do you look so angry?"  
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Our grammar point in this lesson is about the pattern ��......� (zou6 mat1... gam2). We put 
a verb phrase about degree of emotion in the middle between �� and � to ask why 
somebody has a certain emotion. In our dialogue, we hear it in this sentence: ������
� ("Why do you look so angry?"). In this case, the speaker put the phrase ��� in the 
middle, we also can put other phrases in the pattern. For example, ��� (ngaa4 caat3 
caat3) "to put oneself up" or ]^^ (ngaan5 sap1 sap1) "to cry (literally "eyes got wet")". For 
more examples, consider the following sentances. 

For Example: 

1. ��_��� 
zou6 mat1 gui6 seng4 gam2? 
"Why are you so tired?"

2. ������� 
zou6 mat1 ngaa4 caat3 caat3 gam2? 
"Why do you keep putting yourself up like this?"

3. ��]^^�� 
zou6 mat1 ngaan5 sap1 sap1 gam2? 
"Why are you crying?"

We also can replace �� with `a (dim2 gai2) "why" and change the pattern into `a......
�. Then both the usage and meaning will remain the same. For instance, we can change our 
example sentences into `a_��, `a����, and `a]^^�. 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

A Strict Schooling System
 

The Hong Kong school system is similar to that of a traditional British style of schooling. This 
is because when missionaries from England first came to Hong Kong and other Cantonese 
areas they wished to change these school systems to fit those of strict English standards. 
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Hong Kong schools are now considered some of the best in the world. The school 
environment is intense because at a young age children are put in competition with each 
other, all vying for top rankings in their class. The disciplinary system is also severe in 
comparison with western standards as children are kept in line with a strict demerit system. 
Many schools are taught bilingually in English and Cantonese. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: �! �������	


2. B: �...

3. A: ��������	


4. B: �������������� 

5. A: �!"#$
 �%���&'��( 

6. B: �%)"*+���,-�%(.

7. A: ��/0123


8. B: ��4567"8�9:�0;��<��=>�.

9. A: $	 ?@�A4BCDE��*	 

JYUTPING

1. A: wai3 ! nei5 daa2 din6 waa2 bei2 bin1 go3 aa6 ?

2. B: aa6 ...

3. A: m4 hai6 go2 jat6 ngan4 hong4 go3 neoi5 ging2 aa5 ?

4. B: ngo5 deoi3 keoi5 jat1 gin3 zung1 cing4, m4 ho2 ji5 mong4 gei3 
keoi5 !

CONT'D OVER
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5. A: nei5 ci1 zo2 sin3 me1 ? ngo5 dei6 go2 jat6 daa2 gip3 gan2 ngan4 
hong4 gaa3 !

6. B: ngo5 dei6 daai3 zo2 tau4 tou3, keoi5 m4 jing6 dak1 ngo5 dei6 
gaa3.

7. A: nei5 hai6 m4 hai6 soeng2 zi6 tau4 lo4 mong5 ?

8. B: keoi5 go2 si4 ji5 ging1 fong3 zo2 gung1, ji4 ce2 hai6 keoi5 zi6 gei2 
bei2 keoi5 din6 waa2 hou6 maa5 ngo5.

9. A: me1 aa3 ! hai6 jan1 wai6 nei5 dong1 si4 jung6 coeng1 zi2 zyu6 
keoi5 go3 tau4 aa3 !

ENGLISH

1. A: Hey! Who are you calling?

2. B: Uhhh...

3. A: Don't tell me it's the cop from the bank the other day?

4. B: I fell in love with her at first sight, I can't forget her!

5. A: Are you crazy? We were robbing the bank that day!

6. B: We were wearing masks, she won't recognize us.

7. A: Do you want to get caught?

CONT'D OVER
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8. B: She was already off duty. And she gave me her phone number.

9. A: What? It's because you were pointing a gun to her head!

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

�F ging2 cyu5 police station noun

G� naam4 ging2 male cop noun

�� neoi5 ging2 female cop noun

���� jat1 gin3 zung1 cing4 love at first sight noun

�& daa2 gip3 to rob verb

,- jing6 dak1 to recognize verb

0123 zi6 tau4 lo4 mong5
to get caught due to 

one's own fault verb

)*+ daai3 tau4 tou3 to wear a mask verb

A4 dong1 si4 at that time phrase

��  ngan4 hong4 bank noun

C coeng1 gun noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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�HI�J�K���LMN�F
OPQ.
keoi5 tung4 jan4 daa2 gaau1, so2 ji5 bei2 ging2 

caat3 daai3 dou3 ging2 cyu5 lok6 hau2 gung1. 
Because he got in a fight with someone, 
he was taken to the police station to give a 
statement.

�R&STUVW"���.
go3 coeng2 gip3 faan2 ging2 jin4 oi3 soeng5 

zo2 go3 neoi5 ging2. 
Unexpectedly, that criminal fell in love with 
the female cop.

�XTU�Y�<������.
go3 caak2 ging2 jin4 deoi3 zuk1 keoi5 ge3 neoi5 

ging2 jat1 gin3 zung1 cing4. 
Unexpectedly, the criminal fell in love at 
first sight with the female police officer who 
captured him.

�&��Z[<\�]^_`a
b.
daa2 gip3 ngan4 hong4 hai6 hou2 daai6 ge3 

zeoi6, gu2 gai3 jiu3 pun3 sap6 nin4. 
Robbing a bank is a major felony, I 
estimate he'll serve ten years.

�XA4)E*+�K��c�
,-d.
go3 caak2 dong1 si4 daai3 zyu6 tau4 tou3, so2 

ji5 ngo5 zan1 hai6 m4 jing6 dak1 laa3. 
The criminal wore a mask, so I didn't 
recognize him, really.

ef�9g�hi�jkl012
3.
jyu4 gwo2 nei5 ji4 gaa1 hang4 ceot1 heoi3, zau6 

dang2 jyu1 zi6 tau4 lo4 mong5. 
If you go out now, it's like giving yourself 
up.

�XA4)E*+�K��c�
,-d.
go3 caak2 dong1 si4 daai3 zyu6 tau4 tou3, so2 

ji5 ngo5 zan1 hai6 m4 jing6 dak1 laa3. 
The criminal wore a mask, so I didn't 
recognize him, really.

�XA4)E*+�K��c�
,-d.
go3 caak2 dong1 si4 daai3 zyu6 tau4 tou3, so2 

ji5 ngo5 zan1 hai6 m4 jing6 dak1 laa3. 
The criminal wore a mask, so I didn't 
recognize him, really.

mnop��q��I�&.
teng1 gong2 ni1 gaan1 ngan4 hong4 cam4 jat6 

bei2 jan4 daa2 gip6. 
I heard that this bank was robbed 
yesterday.

�TUBCrDE��*st�.
keoi5 ging2 jin4 jung6 coeng1 lei4 zi2 zyu6 keoi5 

go3 tau4 wai1 hip3 keoi5. 
He unexpectedly pointed a gun to his 
head, threatening him.

GRAMMAR
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The Focus of This Lesson is Set Phrases about Love in Cantonese 
  

"I fell in love with her at first sight, I can't forget her!"  
 
 

In this lesson's grammar section, we will introduce three set phrases about love. In our 
dialogue, we hear the man say �������������� (ngo5 deoi3 keoi5 jat1 
gin3 zung1 cing4, m4 ho2 ji5 mong4 gei3 keoi5) "I fell in love with her at first sight, I can't 
forget her!". Here comes our first set phrase for this lesson, ���� ("love at the first 
sight"). �� means "to fall in love," for instance, when people say ���l�, that means 
"I've fell in love with you." 
 For Example: 

1. ������������=>�u� 
ngo5 deoi3 nei5 jat1 gin3 zung1 cing4, bei2 go3 din6 waa2 hou6 maa5 ngo5 aa1. 
"I fell in love with you, can you give me your phone number?"

In Cantonese, there are two phrases that have similar meanings and are always be used 
together. They are vwxy (tin1 coeng4 dei6 gau2) "until the end of time" and z{|} 
(hou2 fu1 sek6 laan6) "forever". 
 For Example: 

1. �~���H�vwxy�z{|}� 
ngo5 hei1 mong6 nang4 gau3 tung4 nei5 tin1 coeng4 dei6 gau2, hou2 fu1 sek6 
laan6. 
"I hope that we'll be together forever."

Another phrase we want to mention in this lesson is ���� (long6 maan6 tim4 mat6) 
"sweet and romantic". It can be used to describe a lot of things. For example, ����<�
� (gaa3 kei4) "holiday", ����<�� (lai5 mat6) "gift", or ����<�� (joek3 
wui6) "date". 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Hong Kong's Financial Wealth
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The Hong Kong Banking is one of the fastest growing financial areas in the world. It has sixty-
eight of the world's largest banks working from it because Hong Kong is reputed for having 
strong financial regulatory systems. Their success has largely come from them letting the 
international banking community in. They have lifted many restrictions on the number of 
foreign banks allowed on their turf allowing for a boom of this industry and the economic 
benefits that come with it. This is why Hong Kong has become the most sought-after wealth 
management center in the world and an important world player in world economics. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: �������...

2. B: �	
��������

3. A: ������OT9413���������, !�"#$

��%!&

4. B: '��(�	)*�+�	!�"#�

5. A: ��,-�./-01&

6. B: 2�3456��OT�7��!

JYUTPING

1. A: gok3 wai2 sing4 haak3 cing2 zyu3 ji3 ...

2. B: zan1 hai6 haak2 zai2, mou5 jat1 ci3 m4 jin4 ci4 !

3. A: nei5 sing4 daap3 ge3 baan1 gei1 OT9413 cin4 wong5 aa3 laai1 
si1 gaa1 ge3 hong4 baan1, jan1 fei1 gei1 gu3 zoeng3 jiu3 jin4 ci4 
hei2 fei1.

4. B: jau6 ci4, soeng5 ci3 hai6 daai6 mou6, gam1 ci3 hai6 fei1 gei1 gu3 
zoeng3 !

5. A: cing2 nei5 hai2 hau6 gei1 sat1 dang2 hau6 tung1 zi1.

6. B: aai1 ! ngo5 ji5 hau6 dou1 m4 daap3 OT hong4 hung1 ge3 gei1 !

ENGLISH
CONT'D OVER
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1. A: All passengers, please pay attention...

2. B: How unlucky, the flights are delayed every single time!

3. A: Flight number OT9413 to Alaska will be delayed due to a 
mechanical malfunction.

4. B: Again! Last time it was heavy fog, and this time it's a malfunction.

5. A: Please wait for further notice in the waiting area.

6. B: *sigh* I will never take OT flights ever again!

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

45 ji5 hau6 from now on adverb

� daap3 to ride verb

8��� aa3 laai1 si1 gaa1 Alaska noun

%! hei2 fei1 to take off verb

"# gu3 zoeng3 malfunction noun


� haak1 zai2 unlucky adjective

�� jin4 ci4 to delay verb

�� sing4 haak3 passenger noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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3459:;<=6�>;!�&
ngo5 ji5 hau6 ning4 jyun2 co5 fo2 ce1 dou1 m4 

soeng2 co5 fei1 gei1. 
In the future, I prefer to take a train rather 
than flying.

3?@ABC�D���&
ngo5 dei6 gam3 kiu2 ging2 jin4 daap3 tung4 jat1 

baan1 gei1. 
How unexpected that we are taking the 
same flight.

EF��	!�8����&
ni1 go3 hong4 baan1 hai6 fei1 wong5 aa3 laai1 

si1 gaa1 ge3. 
This flight is traveling to Alaska.

!��G%!&
fei1 gei1 jat1 zan6 hei2 fei1. 
The plane will take off in a bit.

HI!�J"#KL�M4%!�
NOPQ&
jyu4 gwo2 fei1 gei1 jau5 gu3 zoeng3 zyut3 deoi3 

m4 ho2 ji5 hei2 fei1, wui5 hou2 ngai4 him2. 
If the plane has a malfunction, it can't take 
off, that would be very dangerous.

RS��6@
����!�TU
VWX&
dim2 gaai2 ci3 ci3 dou1 gam3 haak1 zai2, jat1 

daap3 fei1 gei1 zau6 jyu6 dou2 bou6 jyu5. 
How can every time be this unlucky, as 
soon as we want to get on the plane, it 
starts to rain.

HIUVWXYZ�!�)[\]
$��&
jyu4 gwo2 jyu6 dou2 bou6 jyu5 tin1 hei3, fei1 

gei1 daai6 do1 sou3 seoi1 jiu3 jin4 ci4. 
In case of inclement weather, many planes 
will be delayed.

^J��������_N��`
Fa&
so2 jau5 sing4 haak3 cing2 zyu3 ji3, baan1 gei1 

zoeng1 wui5 jin4 ci4 loeng5 go3 zung1. 
All passengers pay attention, the flight will 
be delayed by two hours.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is the Difference Between  and  
 

"Please wait for further notice in the waiting area."  
 
 

The focus of this lesson is the difference between 	 (hai6) and �(hai2). While we have 
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covered these two characters before in individual lessons, it is common for even intermediate 
speakers to confuse them. To use them properly, remember that 	 is read in the sixth tone, 
and has the meaning "to be." This is the character we hear in 	�	 (hai6 m4 hai6) "is it or 
isn't it" as well as 	b (hai6 aa3) "yes," "sure". In contrast, , (hai2) is read in the second 
tone and has a completely different meaning, as in the phrases ,cd (hai2 bin1 dou6) 
"where", ,Ed (hai2 ni1 dou6) "right here" and ,ed (hai2 go2 dou6) "right there". 

In our dialogue, we hear the latter in the sentence ��,-�./-01 (cing2 nei5 
hai2 hau6 gei1 sat1 dang2 hau6 tung1 zi1) "Please wait for further notice in the waiting area". 
From this, we can see that the core meaning of , is along the lines of "at" and that the 
character is typically followed with a location. This is what we see in the following examples, 
for instance: 

1. �	cF� 
nei5 hai6 bin1 go3 
"Who are you?"  

2. �,cd� 
nei5 hai2 bin1 dou6 
"Where are you?"

So remember to keep your pronunciation clear! 	 is pronounced in the sixth tone and means 
"to be." , is pronounced in the second tone and is used to talk about location. 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

How to Pass the Time at Hong Kong Airport
 

The Hong Kong international airport is one of the best airports in the world, at least if you are 
planning to stopover while connecting between flights. The international connections section 
of the airport is laid out in the shape of a dumbell, with a long central corridor offering waiting 
space for connecting flights, and two shopping concourses at alternate ends of the terminal. 

That said, what makes the Hong Kong airport such a wonderful place to pass several hours 
between flights is that in addition to the usual airport amenities (money-changing stores, 
bookstores, and duty-free shops), the airport has a large number of stores that you will not 
find in almost any other airport worldwide: clothing stores like Zara, family restaurants like The 
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Spaghetti Factory and an incredibly large fast-food concourse that serves both Western and 
Asian meals twenty-four hours a day. Add on the easy accessibility of freshly-squeezed juices 
and coffee and the Hong Kong airport makes for a great place to either start a flight, or sit for a 
few hours between connecting ones. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ���������	
���

2. B: ����������

3. A: ���������

4. B: ������������ ��

5. A: ��� ��!"#$

6. B: %...  �&'(�()*+'...

7. A: �,��	-./!0� ,121�3�45!�

8. B: �678(�()9:�

9. A: 678�;�,<=�671,�>�67?,�@A

B�67CDE>...F";67GH;�

JYUTPING

1. A: m4 goi1, ngo5 soeng2 bong1 ngo5 go3 zai2 bou3 meng2 hok6 
faat3 man2.

2. B: keoi5 gei2 seoi3, jau5 mou5 hok6 gwo3 faat3 man2 ?

3. A: keoi5 loeng5 seoi3 bun3, mou5 hok6 gwo3.

4. B: keoi5 nin4 gei2 taai3 sai3, ngo5 dei6 tung1 soeng4 m4 ssau1 
gam3 sai3.

CONT'D OVER
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5. A: m4 sau1 ? ngo5 jau5 ge3 hai6 cin2 !

6. B: ng6... gam2 ngo5 tai2 haa5 ho2 m4 ho2 ji5 on1 paai4 haa5...

7. A: ngo5 jiu3 bong1 keoi5 bou3 zeoi3 gou1 kap1 ge3 baan1, jiu3 jat1 
deoi3 jat1, cyun4 faat3 man2 gaau3 sau6 ge3.

8. B: keoi5 sing1 kei4 luk6 ho2 m4 ho2 ji5 soeng5 tong4 ?

9. A: sing1 kei4 luk6 m4 dak1, jiu3 bou2 zaap6. sing1 kei4 jat1 jiu3 hok6 
kam4, sing1 kei4 ji6 jiu3 hok6 baa1 leoi4 mou5, sing1 kei4 saam1 
siu2 tai4 kam4... zing6 hai6 dak1 sing1 kei4 sei3 maan5 dak1.

ENGLISH

1. A: Excuse me, I'd like to enroll my son in French classes.

2. B: How old is he? Has he studied French before?

3. A: He's two and a half years old and hasn't studied French before.

4. B: He's too young. We usually don't accept students that young.

5. A: What? I've got money!

6. B: Hmm...let me see if I can arrange something....

7. A: I want to register him in the most advanced course, a private class 
conducted entirely in French.

CONT'D OVER
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8. B: Can he take class on Saturday?

9. A: No, he has cram school on Saturday, piano on Monday, ballet on 
Tuesday and violin class on Wednesday...only Thursday night is 
open.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

./ gou1 kap1 advanced adjective

�� tung1 soeng4 usually adverb

� faat3 man2 French noun

121 jat1 deoi3 jat1 one on one phrase

I> gong3 kam4 piano noun

@AB baa1 leoi4 mou5 ballet noun

DE> siu2 tai4 kam4 violin noun

�� m4 sau1 not to accept verb

	
 bou3 meng2 to register verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�!�JKLMNO./!J
K�
keoi5 ge3 faat3 man2 cing4 dou6 ji5 ging1 heoi3 

dou3 gou1 kap1 ge3 cing4 dou6. 
His French is already at the advanced 
level.

�����P�Q� �!�R�
tung1 soeng4 ngo5 dei6 hok6 haau6 m4 wui5 

sau1 gam3 sai3 ge3 hok6 sang1. 
Usually our school won't accept such 
young students.
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�!�JKLMNO./!J
K�
keoi5 ge3 faat3 man2 cing4 dou6 ji5 ging1 heoi3 

dou3 gou1 kap1 ge3 cing4 dou6. 
His French is already at the advanced 
level.

ST,1214�!U�V#(W
Q.XX�
jyu4 gwo2 jiu3 jat1 deoi3 jat1 gaau3 hok6 ge3 

waa2, gaa3 cin4 ho2 nang4 wui5 gou1 siu2 siu2. 
If you want one on one lessons, the tuition 
will be a bit higher.

�YZ[;\DE>]^_[;`
I>�
keoi5 ceoi4 zo2 sik1 dak1 laai1 siu2 tai4 kam4 zi1 

ngoi6 zung6 sik1 dak1 taan4 gong3 kam4. 
In addition to playing the violin, he can 
also play the piano.

@ABab!cadefgh�
baa1 leoi4 mou5 jin2 jyun4 ge3 biu2 jin2 dung6 

zok3 hou2 jau1 mei5. 
The ballet dancer's performance was 
excellent.

��iKjkDE>�
ngo5 dei6 ni1 dou6 zyun1 maai6 siu2 tai4 kam4. 
We specialize in selling violin here.

lm�n�op�qrs)�P�
���
jan1 wai4 keoi5 jap6 hok6 haau2 si5 m4 hap6 

gaak3 so2 ji5 hok6 haau6 m4 sau1 keoi5. 
Because his text scores are not up the par, 
the school will not accept him.

����	
�ftu�vSwx�I>��yy�
keoi5 bong1 go3 zai2 bou3 meng2 hok6 hou2 do1 je5, pei3 jyu4 jau4 seoi2, gong3 kam4, faat3 man2 

dang2 dang2. 
She helped her child register for many classes, such as swimming, piano and French.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Adding Emphasis with the Phrase 

The focus of this lesson is on the phrase �!" (jau5 ge3 hai6), which can be used 
interchangeably with � (jau5) in order to add a particular emphasis to certain kinds of 
sentences. Since this is something that is best illustrated through example, consider the 
sentence ��# (ngo5 jau5 cin2) "I have money". This is a straightforward statement that 
lets us know that the speaker has money, but does not make clear exactly how much. If the 
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same speaker said ��!"# (ngo5 jau5 ge3 hai6 cin2) "I've got money", as in our 
dialogue, the speaker is implying that they have a lot of money.  

This pattern is used in Cantonese largely in a boastful way, as if the speaker is saying "What 
I've got a lot of... is money." We don't need to talk only about money though, since the pattern 
is general and can be used with any noun you choose, such as z{ (si4 gaan3) "time", M| 
(ging1 jim6) "experience", or anything else. To get a better sense of how this pattern feels, 
consider the following boastful sentences: 

1. ��!"#��,}iK-~!� 
ngo5 jau5 ge3 hai6 cin2, ngo5 jiu3 maai5 ni1 dou6 zeoi3 gwai3 ge3. 
"I've got tons of money, and I want the most expensive one."

2. �����������!"z{�  
nei5 maan3 maan2 lei4, m4 sai3 gap1, ngo5 jau5 ge3 hai6 si4 gaan3. 
"Don't rush, I've got all the time in the world."

So remember, � (jau5) and �!" (jau5 ge3 hai6) technically have the same meaning. �
!" (jau5 ge3 hai6) is much more emotional however and emphasizes that the speaker has 
quite a bit of the material described. As a result, Cantonese speakers will use this pattern 
when they wish to show off. 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Hong Kong's Educational System
 

While Hong Kong is renowned for having an excellent education system internationally, 
critics on the island still claim the system fails to produce well-rounded students. One reason 
for these claims is the greater tendency towards rote-learning in the Hong Kong system than 
elsewhere, something which critics claim lead to poorer educational outcomes in the 
humanities than the sciences. While these weaknesses are often offset in other countries 
because of traditions of having children participate in more casual extracurricular activities, in 
Hong Kong the high pressures on children to participate in extracurricular study programs 
often means less time for other forms of casual reading and socializing, as is clearly the case 
with the child in this dialogue. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	
�

2. B: ���
�������

3. A: �������������
��

4. B:  �!�"#$�%���&'�

5. A: !�"#$()�*��+",-!�.�!���"

/0��

6. B: !12345�

7. A: 67�!8�!9:;�

8. B: �!%-���<=��>5�

JYUTPING

1. A: ji2 ! dim2 gaai2 jau5 go3 doi2 hai2 dou6 ge2 ?

2. B: go3 doi2 hai6 ngo5 ge3, ngo5 pang4 jau5 gwo3 gan2 lei4.

3. A: gam2 dou1 dak1 aa4 ? ji4 gaa1 zung6 jau5 jan4 gam2 baa3 wai2 
ge3 me1 ?

4. B: wai3 ! nei5 jau5 mou5 gaau2 co3 ? co5 hai2 ngo5 go3 doi2 soeng6 
min6 !

CONT'D OVER
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5. A: nei5 jau5 mou5 gaau2 co3 zau6 zan1, ni1 go3 wai2 jau6 mou5 
hak1 zyu6 nei5 go3 meng2. nei5 go3 doi2 jau5 mou5 maai5 fei1 
aa1 ?

6. B: nei5 hou2 hei2 san1 lo3 wo3 !

7. A: aai1 yaa1, nei5 teoi1 ngo5 ? nei5 gam2 juk1 sau2 ?

8. B: hai6 nei5 co5 zyu6 ngo5 go3 doi2, ngo5 lo2 faan1 ngo5 go3 doi2 
zaa3 wo3.

ENGLISH

1. A: Why is there a bag here?

2. B: This is my bag, my friend is coming over.

3. A: What's going on? You can hold seats like this now?

4. B: Hey! What's wrong with you? You're sitting on my bag!

5. A: You are the one that's wrong, there is no name on this seat. Did you 
buy a ticket for your bag?

6. B: You need to get up now!

7. A: Aw! Did you push me? How dare you to start a fight?

8. B: You're sitting on my bag, I was just trying to get my bag.

VOCABULARY
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Traditional Romanization English Class

,- hak1 zyu6 to engrave verb

/0 maai5 fei1 to buy a ticket verb

8 teoi1 to push verb

9 gam2 to dare verb

:; juk1 sau2 to start a fight verb

< lo2
to take, to get; to 

obtain verb

#$ gaau2 co3 
to get something 

wrong verb

�� baa3 wai2 to seize a seat verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

��+",-!�.���?%
��
go3 wai2 jau5 mou5 hak1 zyu6 nei5 go3 meng2, 

ngo5 dim2 gaai2 m4 co5 dak1. 
That seat doesn't have your name on it, 
why can't I sit there?

@ABCD
EFGC?H/0�
sap6 ji6 seoi3 ji5 haa6 ge3 ji4 tung4 ho2 ji5 m4 

sai2 maai5 fei1. 
Children under the age of 12 do not need 
to buy tickets.

?1IJ��K�L8MN�
m4 hou2 laai1 laa3, go3 mun4 hai6 jiu3 teoi1 

hoi1 gaa3. 
Don't pull on it, that door needs to be 
pushed to open.

OP!9Q�R*ST�U(?
V����
jyu4 gwo2 nei5 gam2 tung4 jan4 gong2 ni1 gin6 

si6, ngo5 dei6 zau6 m4 zoi3 hai6 pang4 jau5. 
If you dare to talk about this with others, 
we are no longer friends.
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�WXXY�?1�Z�:;�
jau5 je5 maan6 maan6 king1, m4 hou2 hai6 mai6 

dou1 juk1 sau2. 
If you have something to say, talk about it. 
Don't just start a fighting.

[\]^_`GC<abcd�e
fg�
jyun4 sing4 fo3 cing4 zi1 hau6 ho2 ji5 lo2 dou2 

hat6 zeon2 gung1 jan4 zing3 ming4 syu1. 
After completion of the course, one can 
obtain the certificate of Certified Worker.

!1<h!��45�OP?�
(%�&'J�
nei5 hou2 lo2 zau2 nei5 go3 doi2 lo3 wo3, jyu4 

gwo2 m4 hai6 ngo5 zau6 co5 hai2 soeng6 min6 

laa3. 
You'd better take away your bag, 
otherwise I'll sit on top of it.

�"#$��
jau5 mou5 gaau2 co3 aa3? 
Are you kidding me?

i�����)�1?j�
jung6 go3 doi2 baa3 wai2 zan1 hai6 hou2 m4 aam1. 
It's not right to use a bag to hold the seat.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Pattern  
 

"What's wrong with you? You're sitting on my bag!"  

 

Our grammar point in this lesson focuses on understanding the phrase �"#$ (jau5 
mou5 gaau2 co3), which literally means, "have you made a mistake." In our dialogue, we 
hear this phrase when the second speaker asks !�"#$�%���&' ("What's 
wrong with you? You're sitting on my bag!"). The structure of this phrase is the question 
phrase �" (jau5 mou5) followed by the verb #$ (gaau2 co3). The significant thing to 
note is that while this literally seems to ask a straightforward question ("has there been a 
mistake"), in actuality the speaker already knows there has been a mistake. He is not asking 
so much as complaining and looking for someone to blame. 



CANTONES ECLAS S 101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #15 - S WEATI NG THE S MALL S TUFF I N HONG KONG 6

We can generalize this pattern to other two-character verbs simply by swapping the said verb 
into the pattern after �" (jau5 mou5). In all cases, the important thing to remember is that 
this is not a straightforward question so much as a complaint coupled with an attempt to 
blame the other party. We've hoped to make this clear in the following examples: 

1. !�"#$kl���mnom"�� 
nei5 jau5 mou5 gaau2 co3 si4 gaan3? dim2 gaai2 wui6 ji5 sat1 wui4 mou5 jan4. 
"Did you get the time wrong? Why isn't there anyone in the conference room?"

2. p�"/0�Uqr(h45� 
nei5 jau5 mou5 maai5 fei1? ngo5 dei6 gam1 jat6 zau6 zao2 lo3 wo3. 
"Did you buy tickets? We are leaving today."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Subway Etiquette
 

The subway system in Hong Kong is extremely crowded during rush hour and is used by rich 
and poor alike. Because of this, Hong Kong residents are extremely sensitive to rules. While 
the system does not have restrictions against traveling with large bags or oversized items, 
including bicycles, during these times, it is considered rude to place such large objects on 
seats or otherwise block access to them. Hong Kong residents are also extremely sensitive to 
public cleanliness and consider eating or drinking on the MTR to be antisocial behavior. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	
��

2. B: ������������

3. A: �������������

4. B:  !"�#�$%"�&'�(�)*+,-�.

5. A: �.���/01�

6. B: �.

7. A: 2345�6��7�89:/0�

8. B: ;�5�����.

9. A: <=2�;�>?;@A���BCD�!

JYUTPING

1. A: ni1 gaan1 zau6 hai6 nei5 deng6 ge3 zung2 tung2 tou3 fong2.

2. B: gaam1 fong2 zan1 hai6 hou2 daai6, zoeng1 cong4 jau6 syu1 fuk6 !

3. A: gang2 hai6 laa1, ngo5 dei6 hai6 ng5 sing1 kap1 zau2 dim3 !

4. B: ci3 so2 dou1 hou2 leng3, cyun4 bou6 dou1 hai6 wan4 sek6. ji2 ! 
dim2 gaai2 mou5 jit6 seoi2 ge2 ?

5. A: hai6 ? gang2 hai6 jau6 ting4 din6 laa6 !

CONT'D OVER
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6. B: jau6 ?

7. A: m4 gei3 dak1 waa6 nei5 zi1, ni1 dou6 hou2 do1 si4 wui5 ting4 din6.

8. B: gam2 jau6 waa6 ng5 sing1 kap1 zau2 dim3 ?

9. A: jyu4 gwo2 m4 hai6 gam2, bin1 jau5 gam3 peng4 aa3 ! nei5 zau6 
dong3 waan4 bou2 laa1 !

ENGLISH

1. A: This is the presidential suite that you reserved.

2. B: The room is very big, and the bed is very comfortable!

3. A: Of course, we are a five-star hotel!

4. B: The washroom is also very pretty, there is marble everywhere. Wait 
a minute! Why isn't there any hot water?

5. A: Really? The power must be out again.

6. B: Again?

7. A: I forgot to mention it, that the power goes out pretty often.

8. B: Didn't you say this was a five-star hotel?

9. A: Why do you think the rates are so low? Just take it as 
environmentally friendly!

VOCABULARY
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Traditional Romanization English Class

�� gan2 hai6 of course; must be adverb

CD waan4 bou2 
environmentally 

friendly adjective

�B zau6 dong3 even if adverb

/0 ting4 din6 power outage noun

,- jit6 seoi2 hot water noun

��� ng5 sing1 kap1 five-star adjective

�� zau2 dim3 hotel noun

�	
�  
zung2 tung2 tou3 

fong2 presidential suite noun

�� syu1 fuk6 comfortable adjective

E� jyu3 deng3
to reserve, to place 

an order verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�FG";HI���JK��
nei5 mui5 maan5 dou1 gam3 je6 fan3, gang2 

hai6 ngaan5 zung2 laa1. 
You are sleeping so late each night, no 
wonder your eyes are swollen.

<=FLM"NOPQCD�;R
SCTUV:��8�
jyu4 gwo2 mui5 go3 jan4 dou1 ho2 ji5 zyu3 ji3 

waan4 bou2, gam2 dei6 kau4 waan4 ging2 jat1 

ding6 wui5 hou2 hou2 do1. 
If everyone pays attention to environment, 
then the earth will be a lot better.
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WG:/0ULX�+YZ��B
[\]^��
gam1 maan5 wui5 ting4 din6 jat1 go3 zung1, 

mou5 baan6 faat3 nei5 zau6 dong3 zit3 joek3 

nang4 jyun4 laa1. 
This evening there will be a blackout for 
an hour. There is nothing to be done about 
it, so just pretend that you are saving 
energy.

�_`9a9�:/0�2���
���bc�
ni1 tiu4 gaai1 si4 bat1 si4 zau6 wui5 ting4 din6, 

m4 hai6 ngo5 dei6 zau2 dim3 ge3 man6 tai4. 
This street ofter suffers blackouts, it's not a 
problem with our hotel.

d,-"+efgh�����.
lin4 jit6 seoi2 dou1 mou5 ging2 jin4 giu3 zou6 

ng5 sing1 kap1 zau2 dim3 ? 
Can this be called 5 star hotel without hot 
water?

ij����kl�m����
��
teng1 gong2 ni1 gaan1 zau2 dim3 jiu3 sing1 

kap1 wai4 ng5 sing1 kap1 zau2 dim3. 
I've heard this hotel is upgrading to a five 
star hotel.

�7no4�U����
ni1 dou6 fu6 gan3 dak1 ni1 jat1 gaan1 zau2 

dim3. 
There is only this one hotel in this 
neighborhood.

�	
�pq�
zung2 tung2 tou3 fong2 taai3 gwai3. 
The presidential suite is too expensive.

��rstuv��wx$���
�y�
ngo5 gaan1 uk1 maa4 zoek3 seoi1 siu2, ng5 

zong6 keoi1 cyun4, hou2 syu1 fuk6 gaa3. 
My apartment may be small, but it is 
perfectly laid out and very cozy.

�Lz{F|":}~�!O34
k��E��
ni1 go3 caan1 teng1 mui5 ci3 dou1 wui5 co5 

mun5, so2 ji5 gei3 dak1 jiu3 tai4 cin4 jyu6 deng6. 
This restaurant is full every time, so 
remember to book in advance.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Phrase  
!  

"Just take it as environmentally friendly!"  
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Our grammar point in this lesson is about the phrase �B (zau6 dong3), we use it when we 
are assuming things. The set phrase has two meanings, sometimes it means "just take it as." 
In the dialogue, we hear it when the hotel staff says ��BCD� (nei5 zau6 dong3 
waan4 bou2 laa1) "Just take it as environmentally friendly". Actually, it's not environmentally 
friendly, the staff is putting the woman off with a good excuse. However, we also always use it 
to console a friend. 
 For Example: 

1. ������������ 
keoi5 lyun6 gong2 ge3, zau6 dong3 keoi5 mou5 gong2 laa1. 
"He was talking nonsense, don't take it personally."  

2. ���k����B���� 
fei1 gei1 jau6 jiu3 jin4 ci4, zau6 dong3 haak1 zai2 laa1. 
"The plane is delayed again, just take it as bad luck."

In addition to that first meaning, sometimes �B is used as "even if." In this kind of situation, 
you'll also run into it at the head of the sentence. Consider the following examples: 

1. �B�?���"�2���� 
zau6 dong3 nei5 jau5 cin2, nei5 dou1 maai5 m4 hei2 bou2 maa5. 
"Even if you have money, you still cannot afford a BMW."

2. �B�?���"���;?�� 
zau6 dong3 nei5 jau5 cin2, nei5 dou1 mei6 zi3 jyu1 gam3 jau5 cin2. 
"Even if you have money, you don't have that much money."

3. �B�+��������"6�j�� 
zau6 dong3 nei5 mou5 hok6 gwo3 jyut6 jyu5, tai2 biu2 cing4 dou1 zi1 keoi5 gong2 
mat1. 
"Even if you haven't studied Cantonese, you'll know what he is saying by looking at 
his expression."



CANTONES ECLAS S 101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #16  - GETTI NG A RAW CHI NES E DEAL 7

So remember, �B (zau6 dong3) has two meanings. The first one is always used to console 
people or put people off. The meaning is "just take it as (something not serious)." The second 
meaning is "even if." We use it to assume something. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	
������

2. B: ����������

3. A: ����������� !��"#!$

4. B: %&���

5. A: �'(�"#)�*)�+$

6. B:  ,���'"#��-�#.!$

7. A: �/01�#.��23���4�

JYUTPING

1. A: ngo5 dei6 ji5 ging1 hang4 zo2 gei2 go3 soeng1 coeng4, nei5 
hang4 jyun4 mei6 aa3 ?

2. B: nei5 gok3 dak1 ni1 gin3 zi2 sik1 dim2 aa3 ?

3. A: zi2 sik1 taai2 lei4 lou5 di1. bat1 gwo3, si6 daan6 laa1, nei5 zung1 
ji3 laa1 !

4. B: gam2 wong4 sik1 ne1 ?

5. A: ngo5 dou1 waa6 nei5 zung1 ji3 bin1 gin6 zau6 bin1 gin6 lo4 !

6. B: daan6 hai6 ngo5 gin6 gin6 dou1 zung1 ji3, nei5 bei2 di1 ji3 gin3 
laa1 !

CONT'D OVER
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7. A: nei5 jyu4 gwo2 man6 ngo5 ji3 gin3, ngo5 mou5 jat1 gin6 gok3 
dak1 hou2.

ENGLISH

1. A: We have been through a few malls, are you done shopping yet?

2. B: What do you think of this purple one?

3. A: Purple looks old. but never mind, whatever you like!

4. B: What about yellow?

5. A: I've already said you can pick whichever you like!

6. B: But l like all of them, please give me some advice!

7. A: If you ask me, I don't think there's a single good one.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

#. ji3 gin3 opinion noun

�� taai2 lei4 to seem like verb

56 maai5 je5 to buy verb

�7 hang4 gaai1 to go shopping verb

� si6 daan6 whatever phrase

"# zung1 ji3 to like verb
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�� gok6 dak1 to feel, to think verb

	
  soeng1 coeng4 shopping mall noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�89:;<=>?@#.�A4
3#B��
nei5 jiu3 hok6 sik1 teng1 haa5 kei4 taa1 jan4 

ge3 ji3 gin3, m4 hou2 jat1 ji3 gu1 hang4. 
You should learn to listen to other people's 
opinions, and not be so stubborn.

����A,CDEF%GH�
tai2 lei4 nei5 dei6 m4 hai6 pou2 tung1 tung4 si6 

gam3 gaan2 daan1. 
It seems you aren't just normal colleagues.

IJKL	
56'M54N�
keoi5 mui5 ci3 heoi3 soeng1 coeng4 maai5 je5 

dou1 wui5 maai5 hou2 do1. 
Every time he goes to the shopping mall to 
shop, he buys quite a lot.

�4O#���	
�7�
ngo5 hou2 zung1 ji3 lei4 ni1 go3 soeng1 coeng4 

hang4 gaai1. 
I like to come to the shopping mall to go 
shopping.

A4PQR� �8STUV@#
.�
m4 hou2 sing4 jat6 gong2 si6 daan6, jiu3 faat3 

biu2 zi6 gei2 ge3 ji3 gin3. 
Don't just say whatever, express your own 
opinions.

�"#W�X�
ngo5 zung1 ji3 sik6 dim2 sam1. 
I like to eat dimsum.

�����Y�@4A4��
nei5 gok3 dak1 ni1 gin3 luk6 sik1 ge3 hou2 m4 

hou2 tai2 ? 
Do you think this green colored one is 
good looking?

Z[�	
\]4N',^_`�
aa'bAN�
ji4 gaa1 di1 soeng1 coeng4 jap6 min6 hou2 do1 

dou1 hai6 lin4 so2 dim3, dou6 dou6 dou1 caa1 

m4 do1. 
Nowadays the shops in shopping malls 
are mostly chain stores, so everywhere 
looks similar.
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��	
4c��d5efgh'ij�
ni1 go3 soeng1 coeng4 hou2 daai6, nei5 soeng2 maai5 me1 gei1 bun2 soeng6 dou1 jau5 caai4. 
This shopping mall is very big, whatever you want to buy, they basically have.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is a Colloquial Way to Ask Simple Questions  
 

"We've already been through a few malls, are you done shopping?"  
 
 

In previous lessons, we learned how to ask simple questions in Cantonese. For example, i
2k (jau5 mou5 zou6 jyun4) "to have" or "to have not done finished", or k�k (zou6 
mei6 zou6 jyun4) "to do finished or not". In this lesson, we will introduce a more colloquial 
way to ask a yes or no question. In the dialogue, we hear it when the man asks �����
���	
����� (ngo5 dei6 ji5 ging1 hang4 zo2 gei2 go3 soeng1 coeng4, nei5 
hang4 jyun4 mei6 aa3) "We've been through a few malls, are you done shopping?". Our point 
in this lesson is about this part, �� (hang4 jyun4 mei6). We put the verb we are asking 
about in front of � to ask whether a certain action has been done or not. For instance, k
�� (zou6 jyun4 mei6 aa3) "have you finished doing" or ��� (tai2 jyun4 mei6 aa3) 
"have you finished watching". Let's take a look at some sample sentences. 
 For Example: 

1. lQ8m@no�k��� 
gam1 jat6 jiu3 gaau1 ge3 bou3 gou3 nei5 zou6 jyun4 mei6 aa3? 
"Have you finished the report you need to hand in today?"

2. ��pqr����� 
ni1 go3 din6 si6 kek6 nei5 tai2 jyun4 mei6 aa3? 
"Have you finished watching the TV show?"

So a quick review, to ask questions in an advanced colloquial way, just simply put verbs in 
front of � (jyun4 mei6). To answer this kind of question, we put  (jyun4) after the verb if 
the answer is yes. Otherwise, we put the verb between � and . For instance, to answer the 
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second sample sentence, we can say � (tai2 jyun4) if the answer is "yes" or �� 
(mei6 tai2 jyun4) if the answer is "no."   

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Shopping in Hong Kong
 

Hong Kong is one of the world's best places to shop. They have everything a shopaholic 
could want from luxury goods to cheap goods, high quality to knock off, Chinese- to foreign-
made. Everything is available to the Hong Kong shopper. Here are a few places worth 
checking out: Stanley Market is an old fishing town turned into a street market. If you are 
looking for those special Chinese souvenirs to take home, this is your place. The Mong Kok 
Market is where you will find the best prices. They have almost any good you could possibly 
want, all for prices that undercut the competition. The Peak is a shopping mall at the peak of a 
mountain that shoppers take a tram up to get to. It features posh boutiques and great 
restaurants. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	
���������

2. B: ���������

3. A: ��� !"#	$%&'(�

4. B:  �)	* �)++

5. A: 
),��

6. B: -./0	�*1� !"#�

JYUTPING

1. A: gam1 maan5 ging3 go1 gam1 kuk1 baan1 zoeng2, nei5 gu2 bin1 
go3 lo2 zeoi3 gaai1 naam4 go1 sau2 ?

2. B: ngo5 mou5 mat1 sam1 seoi2 jan4 syun2 aa3.

3. A: ho2 nang4 jau6 hai6 can4 jik6 seon3, keoi5 gam3 do1 jung2 dan2.

4. B: hai6 jau6 dim2, m4 hai6 jau6 dim2...

5. A: nei5 dim2 tai2 aa3 ?

6. B: sat6 bat1 soeng1 mun4, ngo5 m4 zi1 bin1 go3 hai6 can4 jik6 
seon3.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER
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1. A: The Music Awards are being held tonight! Who do you think will be 
the best male singer?

2. B: I don't have a particular candidate in mind.

3. A: It might be Eason Chan again; he's got so many supporters.

4. B: I don't care either way...

5. A: What do you think?

6. B: To be honest, I don't know who Eason Chan is.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

'( jung2 dan2 supporters, fans noun

), dim2 tai2 what do you think phrase

-./0
sat6 bat1 soeng1 

mun4 actually, to be honest phrase

�� zeoi3 gaai1 the best adjective

� gu2 to guess verb

�� jan4 syun2 candidate noun

�� lo2 zoeng2 to get an award verb

�� baan1 zoeng2 to issue an award verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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$2%&'(	�*��345*
678�
keoi5 jau5 gam3 do1 jung2 dan2, lo2 m4 lo2 

zoeng2 dou1 ji5 ging1 m4 zung3 jiu3 laa1. 
He has a lot of supporters, whether he 
wins the prize isn't important.


),�9:;<=>�
nei5 dim2 tai2 gam1 nin2 ge3 bei2 coi4 git6 

gwo2 ? 
What do you think of the results from this 
year's competition?

-./0	�?*@AB��	
C*D)E$F�%&��
sat6 bat1 soeng1 mun4, ngo5 hou2 m4 zung1 ji3 

ni1 go3 go1 sau2, lam2 m4 ming4 dim2 gaai2 

keoi5 wui5 lo2 gam3 do1 zoeng2. 
To be honest, I don't like the singer and 
don't understand how he could win that 
many prizes.

$GH IJBKL:���
��
keoi5 jat1 ding6 hai6 zyu2 ci4 ni1 go3 zit3 muk6 

ge3 zeoi3 gaai1 jan4 syun2. 
He is the best choice for hosting this 
program.

*?M��
m4 hou2 bok3 gu2. 
Don't rely on guessing.

$GH IJBKL:���
��
keoi5 jat1 ding6 hai6 zyu2 ci4 ni1 go3 zit3 muk6 

ge3 zeoi3 gaai1 jan4 syun2. 
He is the best choice for hosting this 
program.

��:N2�3�OPQGRST
UV�
lo2 zoeng2 ge3 so2 jau5 jan4 dou1 ho2 ji5 dak1 

dou3 jat1 fan6 san4 bei3 lai5 mat6. 
All of the winners can get a special prize.

�W��XUF2?&YZ[
\�
gam1 jat6 go3 baan1 zoeng2 lai5 wui5 jau5 hou2 

do1 geoi3 sing1 caam1 gaa1. 
Today's award ceremony will have many 
celebrities participating.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Phrase  
 

"I don't have a particular candidate in mind." 
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Our grmmar point in this lesson is about this tricky phrase �� (mou5 mat1). Literally, it's the 
verb � (mou5) "no, not to have" plus the character �. In the dialogue, we hear it when the 
second speaker says �������� (ngo5 mou5 mat1 sam1 seoi2 jan4 syun2 aa3) "I 
don't have a particular candidate in mind". We also always hear people say ���A] 
(ngo5 mou5 mat1 ji3 gin3) "I don't really have any opinions" and ��A] (ngo5 mou5 ji3 
gin3) "I don't have opinions". The difference between these two sentences is that, if we say �
�A] (ngo5 mou5 ji3 gin3), it means, "I don't have opinions at all," while saying ���A
] (ngo5 mou5 mat1 ji3 gin3) means, "I might have some small opinions, but not an important 
one." So by adding the �, we are adding the emotion that I don't really have opinions or I 
don't have strong opinions. 

For Example; 

1. $��^FP�� 
keoi5 mou5 mat1 gei1 wui6 dak1 zoeng2. 
"He doesn't really have a chance to win."  

2. ���_`� 
ngo5 mou5 mat1 hing3 ceoi3. 
"I don't really have any interest."

So remember �� (mou5 mat1) means more or less the same thing as � (mou5), except 
that we are adding the sense of uncertainty. While � (mou5) means "totally no," �� (mou5 
mat1) means maybe there is still some small possibility here. 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Eason Chan
 

Eason Chan (!"#) is one of Hong Kong's most popular singers and actors. He has 
somewhat of a world-renowned reputation and has won many Asian music awards. He was 
recognized by Time Magazine as one of the "five best Asian albums worth buying" for his 
album U87 and was one of the few from Hong Kong to ever win in the Taiwanese Golden 
Melody awards. He has over thirty albums and is considered one of the leading Cantopop 
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singers ever. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	


2. B: ������������

3. A: ���������������

4. B: �� �


5. A: ���!"�#���$%&'()*+

6. B: �,-�!"�#���$%..../0123�


JYUTPING

1. A: nei5 go3 seoi1 neoi5, jau6 gong2 daai6 waa6 !

2. B: baa4 baa1, deoi3 m4 zyu6, ngo5 haa6 ci3 m4 gam2 laa3.

3. A: wong2 ngo5 gam3 sek3 nei5, bei2 nei5 duk6 zeoi3 hou2 ge3 hok6 
haau6.

4. B: ngo5 zi1 co3 laa6 !

5. A: nei5 zi1 m4 zi1 lam4 hang2 hou2 ci5 nei5 gam3 daai6 go2 si4 jau5 
gei2 sing4 sat6 aa3 ?

6. B: ngo5 zing6 hai6 zi1 lam4 hang2 hou2 ci5 nei5 gam3 daai6 go2 
si4... ji5 ging1 zou6 zo2 zung2 tung2 laa3 !

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER
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1. A: You're such a bad kid, lying again!

2. B: Dad, I'm sorry, I won't do it again.

3. A: You're wasting my love, sending you to the best schools.

4. B: I know I was wrong.

5. A: Do you know Lincoln was very honest when he was your age?

6. B: I only know Lincoln was already president by the time he was yours!

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

�� seoi1 neoi5 bad girl noun

��	 gong2 daai6 waa6 to lie verb

� wong2 to waste verb

� sek3 to love, to kiss verb

� zi1 co3 to know one's at fault verb

() sing4 sat6 honest adjective

23 zung2 tung2 president noun

,- zing6 hai6 only adverb

SAMPLE SENTENCES



CANTONES ECLAS S 101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #19  - AI MI NG HI GH I N HONG KONG 4

�����45��6�78+
nei5 go3 seoi1 neoi5, dim2 gaai2 ngo5 gong2 

gik6 nei5 dou1 m4 teng1 ? 
What a bad girl! Why don't you listen when 
I talk?

9:������	��;<7
=>?��
jyu4 gwo2 bei2 ngo5 zi1 nei5 gong2 daai6 waa6, 

ngo5 ji5 hau6 dou1 m4 wui5 zoi3 seon3 nei5. 
If I learn you are telling lies, I won't believe 
you afterwards.

���?@���AB��	+
wong2 ngo5 gam3 seon3 jam4 nei5, nei5 ging2 

jin4 gong2 daai6 waa6 ? 
How can you abuse my trust telling such 
big lies?

CDE'8	7��EFG7H
B��E�
zau6 syun3 keoi5 gei2 m4 teng1 waa6 dou1 

hou2, keoi5 fu6 mou5 dou1 ji1 jin4 hou2 sek3 

keoi5. 
Even though he's not the least obedient, 
his father and mother still love him very 
much.

I JK�LK� MNCO�
faan6 co3 m4 gan2 jiu3, zi2 jiu3 zi1 co3 nang4 

goi2 zau6 dak1. 
It doesn't matter if you make a mistake, 
what matters is knowing the mistake so 
you can learn from it.

0PQRK()�S;TU��
	�
zou6 jan4 jat1 ding6 jiu3 sing4 sat6, m4 ho2 ji5 

ceoi4 bin2 gong2 daai6 waa6. 
People absolutely must be honest. They 
can't go around casually telling lies.

V�WX�23YZ[\Q��
ni1 go3 gwok3 gaa1 ge3 zung2 tung2 mui5 ng5 

nin4 wun6 jat1 ci3. 
The president of this country changes 
every 5 years.

V],-O�^���C^��)
	_�
ni1 dou6 zing6 hai6 dak1 ngo5 tung4 nei5, nei5 

zau6 tung4 ngo5 gong2 sat6 waa2 laa1. 
There is only you and me here, tell me the 
truth.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Phrase  
  

"You're wasting my love, sending you to the best schools."  
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In our grammar section for this lesson, we will talk about the phrase ����� (wong2 
ngo5 gam3 sek3 nei5). In the dialogue, we hear it when the father says ��������
������ ("You're wasting my love, sending you to the best schools"). In the phrase, 
the core is these three characters ���. � (wong2) means "to waste," � here is the 
subject, the people who are wasting something, and � means "in this way." And we follow 
this core up with the thing which is being wasted. In the dialogue, it's the father's love. For 
more examples, consider the following sentences. 

For Example: 

1. ���`a� 
wong2 ngo5 gam3 zou2 dou6 
"It's a waste that I come this early."

2. ���bc� 
wong2 ngo5 gam3 kei4 doi6 
"What's wasted are my expectations."

3. �E�`a�deP7fg� 
wong2 keoi5 gam3 zou2 dou6, kei4 taa1 jan4 dou1 mei6 lai4. 
"He's come in early, and it's a waste. No one else is here. "

As you can see in the last sample sentence, between � (wong2) and � (gam3), it's not 
necessary to be � (ngo5), it can also be other people. For instance, ��� (wong2 nei5 
gam3) or �E� (wong2 keoi5 gam3). 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	

2. B: 
��������	

3. A: ������������	

4. B: �� ! "#$	%�&'#(

5. A: )�*�+,-(./01
�"#2345678

�9:(

6. A: �;%,���<=>

7. B: %?@;�,A�B�!"#�!�	

8. A: �!CDEF�!�	

JYUTPING

1. A: nei5 gok3 dak1 ni1 gaan1 uk1 dim2 aa3?

2. B: dou1 gei2 hou2, gei2 si4 ho2 ji5 gaau1 gat1?

3. A: haa6 go3 jyut6 jat1 hou6, nei5 jau5 mou5 kei4 taa1 jiu1 kau4.

4. B: jip6 zyu2 bei2 m4 bei2 joeng5 gau2 gaa3? ngo5 jau5 loeng5 zek3 
gau2.

CONT'D OVER
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5. A: gam2 ho2 nang4 jau4 di1 man6 tai4. soeng6 sau2 zyu6 haak3 
dou1 jau5 joeng5 gau2, daan6 hai6 keoi5 dei6 ngaau5 laan6 zo2 
hou2 do1 je5.

6. A: nei5 bong1 ngo5 man6 haa5 jip6 zyu2 sin1 laa1!

7. B: ngo5 zik1 gun2 bong1 nei5 man6 haa5, kei4 sat6 nei5 m4 joeng5 
gau2 dak1 m4 dak1?

8. A: nei5 m4 so1 tau4 ceot1 gaai1 dak1 m4 dak1?

ENGLISH

1. A: What do you think about this apartment?

2. B: Pretty good, when is it available?

3. A: The first of next month, do you have any other requests?

4. B: Does the landlord permit dogs? I have two dogs.

5. A: This could be a problem. The last tenant also had dogs, but they bit 
a lot of stuff.

6. A: Can you ask the landlord for me?

7. B: I'll try to ask for you, but couldn't you just not bring the dogs here?

8. A: Could you not comb you hair before going out everyday?

VOCABULARY
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Traditional Romanization English Class

�� gaau1 gat1 to be available verb

�� kei4 taa1 other adjective

�� jiu1 kau4 request verb

�� jip6 zyu2 landlord noun

01 zyu6 haak3 tenant noun

GH zou1 joek3 rental agreement noun

?@ zik1 gun2 to try verb

CD so1 tau4 to comb one's hair verb

EF ceot1 gaai1 to go out verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

IG1!JK������(
gau6 zou1 haak3 m4 hang2 bun1, gaan1 uk1 

mou5 dak1 gaau1 gat1. 
The old tenant doesn't want to move, so 
we can't rent it to you.

���LM��NOPQ�	
nei5 jau5 mou5 haau2 leoi6 kei4 taa1 jan4 ge3 

gam2 sau6 aa3? 
Have you thought about how other people 
feel?

�������RSTUV �(
nei5 ho2 ji5 jiu1 kau4 jip6 zyu2 lau4 bou6 laang5 

hei3 gei1 bei2 nei5. 
You can request that the landlord doesn't 
take away the air conditioner.

GH�W�X��YNZ[<\(
zou1 joek3 jat1 ding6 jiu3 jau4 jip6 zyu2 bun2 

jan4 cim1 meng2 sin1 syun3. 
The contract must be signed by the 
landlord himself to be legal.

���]W^9_��0&�0
1(
ni1 gaan1 uk1 kwai1 ding6 zeoi3 do1 zi2 ho2 ji5 

zyu6 loeng5 go3 zyu6 haak3. 
This room is limited to having only 2 
tenants at most.

ZGH`�W�abc(
cim1 zou1 joek3 cin4 jat1 ding6 jiu3 tai2 cing1 

co2. 
Before signing a contract, you must look at 
it carefully.



CANTONES ECLAS S 101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #20 - DES TRUCTI VE DOGS  AND APARTMENTS  DON'T MI X I N HONG KONG 5

de���f,-?@g%(
jyu4 gwo2 gaan1 uk1 jau5 me1 man6 tai4 zik1 

gun2 wan2 ngo5. 
If there is any problem with the house, try 
to come and find me.

CD��hiDjkl(
so1 tau4 ho2 ji5 cuk1 zeon3 tau4 faat3 sang1 

zoeng2. 
Combing hair can help it grow more.

mNnoEF�p�q(
neoi5 jan2 faa3 zong1 ceot1 gaai1 jiu3 gaau2 hou2 noi6. 
It takes a long time for women to get ready to go out.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is ......  
 

"Can you not raise dogs?"  
 
 

Our grammar point in this lesson is this pattern !...�!� (m4... dak1 m4 dak1), which 
means "is it possible not." We always use it to ask negative questions. In our dialogue, we 
hear it two times. The first time is when the agent asks �!"#�!� (nei5 m4 joeng2 
gau2 dak1 m4 dak1) "Can you not raise dogs?". And the answer is �!CDEF�!� 
(nei5 m4 so1 tau4 ceot1 gaai1 dak1 m4 dak1?) "Could you not comb you hair before going 
out?". The usage is simply putting a verb, which you don't like other people to do, in the 
middle of ! and �!�. Please check out the following sample sentences. 

Sample Sentences: 

1. �!r��!�� 
nei5 m4 cou4 gaau1 dak1 m4 dak1? 
"Can you not fight?"

2. !ZH�!�� 
m4 cim1 joek3 dak1 m4 dak1? 
"Is it okay if we don't sign the contract?"
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3. %+stuv�!r��!�� 
ngo5 dei6 wo4 ping4 soeng1 cyu2, m4 cou4 gaau1 dak1 m4 dak1? 
"Can we not fight and get along peacefully?"

It's an interesting structure because it's about emotions. You can ask it very straight forward, 
like the agent's question �!"#�!�. Or it can be filled with sarcasm, like the woman's 
answer �!CDEF�!�. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: �������

2. B: �	
������

3. A: ��������

4. B: �����������

5. A: ��� !�"��#�	$

6. B: %�&'($

7. A: �)*'+,-.��

JYUTPING

1. A: nei5 gin6 saam1 hou2 wu1 zou1 !

2. B: tau4 sin1 tung4 baan1 hing1 dai6 tek3 bo1...

3. A: nei5 seng4 san1 dou1 hou2 laat6 taat3 !

4. B: tek3 tek3 haa5 lok6 jyu5, ngo5 zung6 dit3 can1 !

5. A: m4 hou2 gong2 gam3 do1, ceoi4 gin6 saam1 bei2 ngo5 sin1.

6. B: naa4 ! lo2 heoi3 laa1.

7. A: nei5 faai3 di1 heoi3 cung1 gon1 zeng6 go3 san1 !

ENGLISH
CONT'D OVER
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1. A: Your shirt is really dirty!

2. B: I was playing soccer with my friends just now.

3. A: You're filthy from head to toe!

4. B: It rained while we were playing, and I fell.

5. A: Stop talking. Take off your shirt and give it to me.

6. B: Here your are.

7. A: Go wash up and clean up your body!

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

�� tek3 bo1 to play soccer verb

��� !
m4 hou2 gong2 

gam3 do1 stop talking phrase

"� ceoi4 saam1 to take off a shirt verb

+/ cung1 loeng4 to take a shower verb

�� seng4 san1 the whole body noun

,- gon1 zeng6 clean adjective

�� laat6 taat3 filthy adjective

�	 tau4 sin1  just now phrase

�� wu1 zou1 dirty adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES



CANTONES ECLAS S 101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #21 - GETTI NG DI RTY I N HONG KONG 4

�01234567��$
ngo5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 ge3 wan6 dung6 zau6 hai6 

tek3 bo1. 
The sport I like most is soccer.

��� !�8#9:;6<=.
>($
m4 hou2 gong2 gam3 do1, tai2 bei2 coi3 git3 

gwo2 zau6 zi1 bin1 go3 ging3 laa1. 
Stop talking, look at who wins the termite 
and we'll see who is better.

� ����?��)*'"�+
/$
nei5 gam3 wu1 zou1 m4 hou2 dim3 ngo5, faai3 

di1 heoi3 ceoi4 saam1 cung1 loeng4. 
You are so dirty, don't touch me. Go and 
take off your shirt and bath.

@�����ABCDEF6GH
'+/$
keoi5 wu1 zou1 laat6 taat3, so2 ji5 faan1 dou3 

uk1 kei5 zau6 zik1 hak1 heoi3 cung1 loeng4. 
He was so dirty, he took a bath at once on 
getting home.

����IJK�7�7LMN
nei5 seng4 san1 dou1 jau5 hung4 dim2, hai6 m4 

hai6 gwo3 man5? 
Are you allergic? There are red dots all 
over your body.

OP0QR3�7STUVRWX
,-$
caan1 teng1 zeoi3 zung6 jiu3 ge3, hai6 cyu4 

fong2 jat1 ding6 jiu3 bou2 ci4 gon1 zeng6. 
The most important thing for a restaurant is 
keeping the kitchen clean.

�Y7����)*'+/!
nei5 zan1 hai6 hou2 laat6 taat3, faai3 di1 heoi3 

cung1 loeng4� 
You are so filthy, go take a shower at once.

@Z�	[\$
keoi5 dei6 tau4 sin1 zau2 zo2. 
They just left.

K]��� ��3N
dim2 gaai2 nei5 gin6 saam1 gam3 wu1 zou1 ge2? 
Why are your clothes so dirty?

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is How to Say "Something Happens When an Action is Taking 
Place"  
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"We were playing soccer and it started to rain."  
 
 

In this lesson's grammar section, we want to talk about the sentence �����. We see it 
when the child explains why he is so dirty, ����� (tek3 tek3 haa5 lok6 jyu5) "We were 
playing soccer and it started to rain". Although the English translation is really complicated, in 
Cantonese it literally means, "Kick kick for a bit, and it started to rain." Now structurely what 
we've got is a two character verb which consists of an action and a noun. In our dialogue, the 
verb is �� (tek3 bo1). We repeat the verb � (tek3) two times and put � (haa5) after it, and 
then the situation happens later. In our dialogue, it's �� (lok6 jyu5). We also can say ^� 
(daa2 bo1) "to play ball", in which case we'd say ^^� (daa2 daa2 haa5). Have a look at 
the following samples. 

1. ^^���� 
daa2 daa2 haa5 lok6 jyu5. 
We were playing ball and it started to rain.

2. __�`a� 
sik6 sik6 haa5 tou5 tung3. 
I was eating and my stomach started to hurt.

3. bb���� 
paau2 paau2 haa5 dit3 can1. 
He was running and he fell down.

4. ���cd^e� 
gong2 gong2 haa5 bei2 jan4 daa2 tyun5. 
He was talking and someone interrupted it.

So this is a general pattern we can use to say "Something else happens when an action is 
taking place." We use it with any two character verb that consists of an action and a noun like 
in our dialogue, ��. We repeat the verb � two times and follow it up with �, and finish the 
pattern with what happens later, like ��. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	


2. B: ���������

3. A: ���������


4. B: ���������

5. A: ����������


6. B: ��

7. A: ���������

JYUTPING

1. A: nei5 dei6 jau5 mou5 jaa6 zek3 gai1 bei2 aa3?

2. B: mou5, ngo5 dei6 zing6 hai6 maai6 gai1 jik6.

3. A: nei5 dei6 jau5 mou5 jaa6 zek3 gai1 jik6 aa1?

4. B: jau5, bat1 gwo3 di1 gai1 mei6 tong1.

5. A: gam2, nei5 dei6 jau5 mou5 jaa6 zek3 gai1 sin1?

6. B: jau5.

7. A: ngo5 jiu3 loeng5 zek3 aa1, m4 goi1.

ENGLISH
CONT'D OVER
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1. A: Do you have twenty chicken legs?

2. B: No. We only sell chicken wings.

3. A: Do you have twenty chicken wings?

4. B: Yes. But the chickens are alive.

5. A: So, you have twenty chickens then?

6. B: Yes.

7. A: Give me two, please.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

�� tong1 gai1 to kill chickens verb

�� gai1 goek3 chicken feet noun

�� gai1 jik6 chicken wings noun

� �! si6 jau4 gai1 faan6
soy sauce chicken 

rice phrase

"#�! baak6 cit3 gai1 faan6
chicken cubes on 

rice noun

$% fung6 zaau2 chicken feet noun

�� gai1 bei2 chicken legs noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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�&'��()�
ngo5 aa3 maa1 tong1 gai1 hou2 lek1. 
My mother really knows how to slaughter 
chicken.

(*+�,-���
hou2 do1 jan4 m4 gam2 sik6 gai1 goek3. 
A lot of people don't dare to eat chicken 
feet.

�.�./01��

nei5 sik1 m4 sik1 zing2 ho2 lok6 gai1 jik6 ? 
Can you make cola chicken wings?

23456� �!((-�
ni1 gaan1 caan1 teng1 ge3 si6 jau4 gai1 faan6 

hou2 hou2 sik6. 
This restaurant's soy sauce chicken with 
rice is excellent.

789:;45<=�"#�!�
jat1 bun2 hoeng1 gong2 caa4 caan1 teng1 dou1 

wui5 jau5 baak6 cit3 gai1 faan6. 
Most Hong Kong restaurant can make 
chicken and white rice.

$%�9:67>?@A-�
fung6 zaau2 hai6 hoeng1 gong2 ge3 jat1 dou6 

ceot1 meng2 mei5 sik6. 
Chicken feet is a famous dish in Hong 
Kong cuisine.

�BCD-� ���
ngo5 zeoi3 zung1 ji3 sik6 si6 jau4 gai1 bei2. 
My favorite food is chicken legs and soy sauce.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is ...... . 
 

"So, do you have at least twenty chickens?"  
 
 

Our grammar point for this lesson is this pattern ��......� (jau5 mou5... sin1). By adding a 
noun in the middle between �� and �, we are asking a question which communicates the 
idea "Do you have a minimum of something?" In the dialogue, we hear ��������
�� (gam2, nei5 dei6 jau5 mou5 jaa6 zek3 gai1 sin1?) "So, do you have at least 20 
chickens?". By using this pattern, the speaker means he needs at lease twenty chickens. We 
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also can use this pattern to communicate a basic condition. For other samples, check out the 
following sentences: 

1. ��EFGH�� 
jau5 mou5 bat1 jip6 zing3 syu1 sin1? 
Do you (at least) have a college diploma?

2. �I�CD9:���J��� 
nei5 waa6 nei5 zung1 ji3 hoeng1 gong2, jau5 mou5 heoi3 gwo3 sin1? 
You said you like Hong Kong, have you ever at least been there before?

Be careful of the emotion when you use this pattern because the meaning "at least" can 
sometimes make it sound like you are questioning the validity of other people. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	

2. B: 
��

3. A: ��������	����	

4. B: 
������������ !��"�

5. A: �#	

6. B: $��%&'() *+,-�.��

7. A: /�01�	

8. B: *�2�1�3

JYUTPING

1. A: nei5 tiu4 geng2 gwaa3 zyu6 di1 me1 aa3 ?

2. B: min6 baau1.

3. A: dim2 gaai2 jiu3 gwaa3 hai2 tiu4 geng2 dou6 aa3 ? nei5 mou5 
sau2 me1 ?

4. B: min6 baau1 pou3 lou5 baan2 ji5 wai4 ngo5 hai6 soeng1 caan4 
jan4 si6, bong1 ngo5 gwaa3 ge3.

5. A: me1 waa2 ?

CONT'D OVER
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6. B: jan1 wai4 ngo5 zoek3 zo2 gin6 dau2 fung4, keoi5 tai2 m4 dou2 
ngo5 deoi3 sau2.

7. A: gam2 nei5 dim2 bei2 cin2 aa3 ?

8. B: keoi5 mou5 sau1 ngo5 cin2 aa3 !

ENGLISH

1. A: What's that hanging around your neck?

2. B: Bread.

3. A: Why would you hang a piece of bread around your neck? Don't you 
have hands?

4. B: The bakery owner thought I was handicapped and hung it on me.

5. A: What?

6. B: He didn't see my arms because I was wearing a poncho.

7. A: Then how did you pay?

8. B: He didn't ask me to pay.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

45 wai4 gan1 scarf noun
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67 pei1 gin1 shawl noun

() dau2 fung4 poncho noun

89 bok3 tau4 shoulder noun

:� ngaang6 geng2 stubborn adjective

� gwaa3 to hang verb


�� min6 baau1 pou3 bakery noun

� geng2 neck noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

;<=> ?,?�@�450
�	
noi6 min6 hou2 dung3, ho2 m4 ho2 ji5 ze3 tiu4 

wai4 gan1 bei2 ngo5 ? 
It's really cold outside, can you lend me a 
scarf?

�=AB��CD67�
ngo5 hou2 zung1 ji3 nei5 tiu4 hung4 sik1 pei1 

gin1. 
I really like that red shawl you are wearing.

EF=GHIJ=K%()�
gam1 nin2 hou2 ci5 dat6 jin4 gaan1 hou2 hing1 

zoek3 dau2 fung4. 
Wearing ponchos is popular all of a 
sudden this year.

�LMNOPQRN89�
ngo5 bun1 je5 go2 zan6 si2 zong6 can1 go3 

bok3 tau4. 
I hit my shoulder while moving things.

,=/:� �STUV�"B
W�
m4 hou2 gam3 ngaang6 geng2, jiu3 teng1 haa5 

kei4 taa1 jan4 ge3 ji3 gin3. 
Don't be so stubborn, listen to other 
people's opinions.

XY<���Z"[\]�
coeng4 soeng6 min6 gwaa3 zyu6 ngo5 dei6 

cyun4 gaa1 fuk1. 
A photo of my whole family hangs on the 
wall.
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^J
��=_` =a�bBc
*"
��
ni1 gaan1 min6 baau1 pou3 hou2 ceot1 meng2, 

hou2 do1 jan4 zung1 ji3 sik6 keoi5 ge3 min6 

baau1. 
This bakery is very well known, and a lot of 
people enjoy eating its breads.

,=/:� �STUV�"B
W�
m4 hou2 gam3 ngaang6 geng2, jiu3 teng1 haa5 

kei4 taa1 jan4 ge3 ji3 gin3. 
Don't be so stubborn, listen to other 
people's opinions.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Usage of Measure Words 
 

"What's that hanging around your neck?"
 

Our prammar point in this lesson is about the usage of measure word. In Cantonese, when 
we want to use measure words, we use it like in our dialogue, ��� (nei5 tiu4 geng2). 
First, put the pronoun � (nei5) at the beginning and follow it with a measure word, in this 
case � (tiu4), then finish the phrase with the noun � (geng2). And in this pattern, the 
measure word � is necessary. That is to say, you can't say ��. We see this in all kinds of 
things. For instance, �.� (ngo5 deoi3 sau2) "my hands", *�d (keoi5 tiu4 fu3) "his 
pants", *'() (keoi5 gin3 dau2 fung4) "her poncho", or �ef (nei5 zoeng1 toi2) "your 
table". Although we also can say �"� (ngo5 ge3 sau2), *"d (keoi5 ge3 fu3), *"(
) (keoi5 ge3 dau2 fung4), or �"f (nei5 ge3 toi2), it's not normal and natural in 
Cantonese. For more samples, consider these sentences: 

1. *+,-�.�� 
keoi5 tai2 m4 dou2 ngo5 deoi3 sau2 
"He can't see my hands."

2. ^N�,���d�� 
ni1 go3 hai6 m4 hai6 keoi5 tiu4 fu3 aa3? 
"Are these your pants?"

So remember when you want to say "someone's something" next time in Cantonese, use a 
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measure word in the middle between the person and the thing. That will make you sound very 
colloquial. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: ��������	
������������

�����������
��� !"#�

2. B: �	��$%&�	'$()*+,-.

3. A: �/01234��45678�

4. B: �9:9;234
<$

5. A: :(=9;>!

6. B: ?:...7@ABCDE<FG$

7. A: ���/HIJKL�MNOP�

JYUTPING

1. A: gok3 wai2 sing4 haak3, jau4 jyu1 dak6 syu4 jyun4 jan1, fei1 gei1 
zoeng1 wui5 maa5 soeng6 diu6 tau4, fei1 faan2 ceot1 faat3 dei6 
gei1 coeng4. wai6 gok3 wai2 daai3 lei4 ge3 bat1 bin6, fei1 soeng4 
pou5 hip3.

2. B: dak6 syu4 jyun4 jan1? jau5 gei2 dak6 syu4 aa3? nei5 gaai2 sik1 
bei2 ngo5 teng1!

3. A: gei1 zoeng2 lou5 po4 daa2 din6 waa2 lei4, waa6 zau6 faai3 
saang1 dak1.

4. B: fei1 gei1 m4 hai6 m4 zeon2 daa2 din6 waa2 ge3 me1?

CONT'D OVER
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5. A: hai6 nei5 dei6 m4 zeon2 ze1!

6. B: daan6 hai6... saang1 zai2 gwaan1 ceoi2 siu1 hong4 baan1 me1 
si6 aa3?

7. A: jan1 wai4 gei1 zoeng2 ji5 ging1 seng4 nin4 mou5 faan1 gwo3 uk1 
kei2 laa3.

ENGLISH

1. A: Dear passengers, for exceptional reasons, our plane will fly back to 
the departure airport shortly. We apologize to all of you for the 
inconvenience, and we are very sorry.

2. B: Exceptional reasons? How exceptional? Explain to me!

3. A: The pilot's wife called and said she's going into labor.

4. B: Aren't phone calls forbidden on planes?

5. A: Indeed, for passengers.

6. B: But...why do we have to cancel the flight for that?

7. A: Because the captain hasn't been home for a year.

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

BC ceoi2 siu1 to cancel verb
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QR jin4 ng6 to delay verb

ST� muk6 dik1 dei6 destination noun

�� diu3 tau4 to turn around verb

�	 dak6 syu4 exceptional adjective

�� bat1 bin6 inconvenient adjective

56 zau6 faai3 almost adverb

��� ceot1 faat3 dei6 place pf departure noun

UV gaan2 daan1 simple adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES

W�XBCY�Z[,9\]P�
go3 wui6 ji5 ceoi2 siu1 zo2, so2 ji5 ngo5 m4 sai2 

heoi3 laa3. 
The meeting has been canceled, so I don't 
need to go.

��DEQR�Z[,^_�
jan1 wai4 hong4 baan1 jin4 ng6, so2 ji5 ngo5 ci4 

dou3. 
The flight was delayed, and so I arrived 
late.

`a
ST�bc$def$
kok3 cit3 ge3 muk6 dik1 dei6 hai2 bin1 ? saam1 

faan4 si5? 
What is the exact destination? San 
Francisco?

bghWijk��5_P�
hai2 dai6 ji6 go3 hung4 luk6 dang1 diu6 tau4 

zau6 dou3 laa3. 
Turn around at the second traffic light, and 
we are there.

l9m�no�	pq,=9r
s�
deoi3 m4 zyu6, ni1 di1 dak6 syu4 on3 gin2 ngo5 

dei6 m4 sau6 lei5. 
I'm sorry, we don't handle these special 
cases.

tuv���wxy)�
jyu4  jan5 hei2 bat1 bin6, ging3 cing2 loeng6 

gaai2. 
Please forgive (us) if we've caused an 
inconvenience.
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56z{�
zau6 faai3 gaau2 dim6. 
It's almost done.

,NO|���}%~��|�
ngo5 uk1 kei2 lei4 ceot1 faat3 dei6 zung6 jau5 

jat1 dyun6 keoi5 lei4. 
My home has a certain distance from the 
departure city.

(�9�[�UVo$
nei5 ho2 m4 ho2 ji5 gong2 gaan2 daan1 di1 ? 
Can you speak a bit more simply?

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is ... . 
  

"What does going into labor have to do with canceling the flight?" 
 
 

In this lesson's grammar section, we will talk about this structure A...<F gwaan1... me1 si6. 
It's a question structure and it means "What does that have to do with something." The usage 
is putting something in the middle, for instance, A,<F (gwaan1 ngo5 me1 si6) "What 
does that have to do with me" or A(<F (gwaan1 nei5 me1 si6) "What does it have to do 
with you". And we also can put other nouns in the middle, not only pronouns. For example, A
��<F (gwaan1 bou6 ce1 me1 si6) "What does it have to with that car". Have a look at 
these sentences for more samples. 

1. (9���A,<F� 
nei5 m4 hoi1 sam1, gwaan1 ngo5 me1 si6? 
Why are you blaming me if you are unhappy?

2. ,�����A(<F� 
ngo5 tung4 keoi5 paak3 to1, gwaan1 nei5 me1 si6? 
I'm dating him and what does it have to do with you?

So this is our grammar point for this lesson. A......<F, when we use it, we put a noun or a 
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situation in the middle. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE

1. A: AC3597������.

2. B: ���	
����
�!

3. A: ������������������

4. B: �� ��!"#$%	��&�#'(�

5. A: �)*��+��

6. B: ,-./+&�/

7. A: 01�23��456

JYUTPING

1. A: AC3597 hong4 baan1 aa1, m4 goi1.

2. B: sin1 saang1, nei5 ge3 gei1 piu3 hai6 ceot1 nin2 ge3 wo3!

3. A: ngo5 zi1, ngo5 geng1 dou3 si4 wui5 ci4 dou3, so2 ji5 tai4 zou2 lei4 
lo1.

4. B: deoi3 m4 zyu6, ngo5 dei6 mou5 baan6 faat3 bong1 nei5 tai4 zou2 
jat1 nin4 baan6 sau2 zuk6.

5. A: m4 gan2 jiu3, ngo5 dang2 lo1.

6. B: hai2 ni1 dou6? dang2 jat1 nin4?

CONT'D OVER
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7. A: waang4 dim6 gei1 coeng4 dou1 m4 wui5 saan1 mun4!

ENGLISH

1. A: Flight AC3597, please.

2. B: Sir, your ticket is for next year.

3. A: I know. I'm worried that I'll be late next year, so I came early.

4. B: I'm sorry. We can't check you in one year in advance.

5. A: Doesn't matter. I'll wait.

6. B: Here? For a year?

7. A: But of course, airports don't close, right?

VOCABULARY

Traditional Romanization English Class

#'( baan6 sau2 zuk6
to take care of 

procedures verb

7� dang1 gei1 to board an airplane verb

01 waang4 dim6 in any case adverb

��  ci4 dou3 to be late verb

8� gau6 nin2 last year noun

�� ceot1 nin2 next year noun



CANTONES ECLAS S 101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #25 - HOW EARLY I S  TOO EARLY I N HONG KONG? 4

9� hau6 nin2 the year after next noun

�� gei1 piu3 airplane ticket noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

*��:;#'(�
jiu3 tai4 zou2 gwo3 heoi3 baan6 sau2 zuk6. 
Go and handle the procedures first.

"<=>?@�A7�
�
mou5 daai3 wu6 ziu3 hai6 kwai1 ding6 m4 zeon2 

dang1 gei1 ge3. 
Regulations state that if you don't have 
identity, you can't board the aircraft.

01	3"BC�DEFGH�
I6
waang4 dim6 nei5 dou1 mou5 je5 zou6, bat1 

jyu4 lau4 dai1 pui4 ngo5 laa1! 
Anyway you don't have any thing to do, so 
why not stay and keep me company?

	J���
nei5 jau6 ci4 dou3. 
You're late again.

8��;KLMN:K�OP
Q
R�
gau6 nin2 ngo5 heoi3 zo2 jat6 bun2 dou6 gwo3 

zo2 ngo5 dyun2 zaam6 gei3 sing3 daan3. 
I spent my short Christmas holiday in 
Japan last year.

���STUVI�
ceot1 nin2 ngo5 zau6 saam1 sap6 seoi3 laa3. 
Next year, I'll be thirty.

9�	W���,-.CB/
hau6 nin2 nei5 zung6 wui5 m4 wui5 hai2 ni1 

dou6 zou6 je5? 
Will you still be working here the year after 
next?

	*X��SYZ[\]XI�
nei5 jiu3 maai5 gei1 piu3 zau6 can3 ji4 gaa1 

daa2 zit3 maai5 laa1. 
You’d better buy the ticket on sale now.

GRAMMAR
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The Focus of This Lesson is This Pattern ...  
 

"In any case, airports don't close, right?"  
 
 

Our grammar point in this lesson is this pattern 01...3 (waang4 dim6... dou1). We split 0
1 and 3, and put things in the middle. In the dialogue, we hear it when the first speaker 
says 01�23��45 (waang4 dim6 gei1 coeng4 dou1 m4 wui5 saan1 mun4) "In 
any case, airports don't close, right?". We translate the pattern as "in any case," but it's quite 
similar to ^_ (faan2 zing3) "anyway" and `a3b (gei3 jin4 dou1 hai6 gam2) "since 
it's already like this". We use it when we are disagreeing with someone a little bit, we are 
stating something that may be a bit surprising, or we are explaining something that others 
don't agree with. For more samples, consider the following sentences. 

For Example: 

1. 01�3�c�d�+e	�� 
waang4 dim6 ngo5 dou1 m4 gon2 si4 gaan3, dang2 maai4 nei5 lo1. 
"Well you know, I'm not in a rush anyway, so I can wait for you."

2. 01f��bg��!&h;ijI� 
waang4 dim6 fei1 gei1 piu3 gam3 peng4, ngo5 dei6 jat1 cai4 heoi3 taai3 gwok3 
laa1. 
"As it turns out, tickets are cheap, so let's go to Thailand."

So remember we use 01...3 when someone may disagree with us and you want to 
explain why you are doing a certain thing. The meaning is a combination of "in any case" and 
"as it turns out." 


