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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅⇧�: ⌃⌥� ⌦↵�⌦���✏, ⇣ ⌘✓ ◆�✏� ���✓�⌫ ↵⇠⇡� ⌦ ⇢ �✏⌧ ⌘ ��✏. �� ⌧�✏, 
� � ��↵�� � �, ⌥�⇣ !�" ��#�?

2. ⇤$%&�'⌅( 
%$'($:

⇢✓ � ⌘� ✏�✏ ⌦ ⇤↵↵�� ��� ⇢✓ ↵��⌥✏��?

3. �⇥⇤⌅⇧�: ) ����↵�…

4. ⇤$%&�'⌅( 
%$'($:

�"⌥  ⌧�✏ ��#✏� ⇢ � * "� ��⇠�✓� + ↵+��, �✏"�↵��  �⇣ + 
⌧✏↵�� +�✏⌘✓⌦ ��⇣ ⌦ ⇤↵↵�� � ⌧✏↵�� #��✏�⌫↵�⌦  *  ��⌘✏#⇡⌧.

5. �⇥⇤⌅⇧�: ,��. $ �  � �� ⌧ �↵�⌧ �⌫�✓� ��✏⌥�� ⇣ ⌧"� � ↵c⇠��✓⌦ �⌫?

6. ⇤$%&�'⌅( 
%$'($:

( � ����↵��, � � ⌘ �� ⌧#✏� +�✏⌥↵� ⌦��⌫ ⇢ ⌧ ��⌫� 
⌥✏⌘✏�⌦�- � ��� ↵ ⌧���⌧ �⌫�✓⌧ ⌥✏+*��⌧ ⌦ �✓↵⇣⇠� ��⌘�✏�.

7. �⇥⇤⌅⇧�: .�⇣��... �"⌥  �✏ � ⌥...

ROMANIZATION

1. TURIST: Zdravstvuyte, ya by hotel otkryt ' schyot v Vashem bankye. Chto 
mne, kak inostrantsu, dlya etogo nuzhno?

2. RABOTNIK 
BANKA:

Vy rabotayete v Rossii ili Vy student?

3. TURIST: Ya turist…

CONT'D OVER
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4. RABOTNIK 
BANKA:

Togda mne nuzhen Vash zagranichniy pasport, registratsiya po 
mestu prebyvaniya v Rossii i mestu zhitel 'stva za rubezhyom.

5. TURIST: Horosho. A na kakoy maksimal 'niy kredit ya mogu rascchityvat '?

6. RABOTNIK 
BANKA:

Kak turistu, nash bank mozhet predostavit ' Vam tol 'ko debetovuyu 
kartu s minimal 'nym depozitom v tysyachu rublyey.

7. TURIST: Ponyatno... Togda ne nado...

ENGLISH

1. TOURIST: Hello, I would like to open an account at your bank. What do I, as a 
foreigner, need to do this?

2. BANK CLERK: Do you work in Russia or are you a student?

3. TOURIST: I'm a tourist ...

4. BANK CLERK: Then I need your international passport, residence registration in 
Russia and abroad.

5. TOURIST: Okay. And what is the maximum loan I can count on?

6. BANK CLERK: As a tourist, our bank can provide you only with a debit card with a 
minimum deposit of one thousand rubles.

7. TOURIST: I see...Then I don't need it...

VOCABULARY
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Russian Romanization English Class Gender

⌧✏↵� 
#��✏�⌫↵�⌦ mesto zhitel'stva

place of 
residence phrase

+�✏⌥↵� ⌦��⌫ predostavit'
to provide, 
grant, give verb

⌧���⌧ �⌫�✓� minimal’niy minimum adjective

+�✏⌘✓⌦ ��✏ prebyvanie
stay, temporary 

residence noun

*  ��⌘✏#⇡⌧ za rubezhom
abroad, 

overseas phrase

* "� ��⇠�✓� zagranichniy
foreign, 

overseas adjective

� ↵↵⇠��✓⌦ �⌫ raschityvats
to count on, to 

expect verb

↵⇠⇡� shyot
bill, check; 

account noun masculine

⌥✏⌘✏�⌦ ⇣ 
� �� 

debetovaya 
karta debit card phrase feminine

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�⇥⇤ ⌅⇧⇥⇧⌃⌥� ⇥ ⌃⌦↵ �⌅⌦�� ⌅⌦�✏� 

⇣⌘✏⌦⇥✓�✏◆� �⌦ ◆⌥⌥◆�⌦✏ ✏��⌃�⇧�✏⌦↵.

Dlya molodyh lyudyey smyena myesta zhityel 'stva 

nye vyzyvayet trudnostyey. 
"Change of a place of residence is not a problem 
for young people."

⌫�⇠⇧✏⇧⌃�✏⌦⇥✓ ⌘�⇧⇡⌃� ⇢�⌦⌃⇧�✏�◆⇥⇤⌦✏ 
��⇠⇧✏�⌘�� ◆ ⇢⇧⇥✓⇧◆��⌘⌦ �◆✏⇧⌅⇧⇠⌘⇥✓.

Rabotodatyel ' inogda pryedostavlyayet rabotniku 

v pol 'zovaniye avtomobil '. 
"The employer can rent a car to the employee 
sometimes."
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�⇥⇤ ⇢⇧�✏�⇢⇥⌦�⌘⇤ ◆ ��⌘◆⌦��⌘✏⌦✏ 
⌘�◆�⇥⌘⌃�⌅ ⌘ �⌘�⇧✏�⌅ �⌦⇧⇠�⇧⌃⌘⌅⇧ 

��⇠��✏✓ ⌅⌘�⌘⌅�⇥✓�⌥↵ ⇠�⇥⇥ �� 

◆�✏�⇢⌘✏⌦⇥✓�⌥� ⌧��⌅⌦���.

Dlya postuplyeniya v univyersityet invalidam i 

sirotam nyeobhodimo nabrat ' minimal 'nyi ball na 

vstupityel 'nyh ekzamyenah. 
"To enter the university orphans and people with 
disabilities must get the minimum grade."

�-� �⌅⌦�⌥ ���⇧◆⌥� ⇢⇧⇤�⇧◆ 

⇢�⌦⇠⌥◆��⌘⌦ ◆ ⌃��⇡⇧↵ �✏���⌦ ⌘�⇧⇡⌃� 

◆⇥⌘⇤⌦✏ �� ⌃⇧�⇧◆✓⌦.

Iz-za smyeny chasovyh poyasov pryebyvaniye v 

drugoy stranye inogda vliyayet na zdorov 'ye. 
"Because of time difference, staying in a foreign 
country sometimes influences one's health."

�⌘�⌦�⌅⌦�⌥ ◆�⇥�⌃⌥◆� ✏ ⌃⌦�✓⇡⌘ ◆ 

⇢⇧��⇢�� �⌦⌃◆⌘⇣⌘⌅⇧�✏⌘ � ��⇠⌦⇣⇧⌅.

Biznyesmyeny vkladyvayut dyen 'gi v pokupku 

nyedvizhimosti za rubyezhom. 
"Business people invest money in purchasing real 
estate overseas."

  ⌫⇧��⌘⌘ ���⇤⌃� � ◆��✏�⌦��⌘⌅ 

��!⌦�✏◆�⌦✏ �⇡���⌘��⌥↵ ⇢��⇢⇧�✏.
V Rossii naryadu s vnutryennim suschyestvuyet 

zagranichnyi pasport. 
"In Russia there is a international passport 
together with a domestic one."

"�⌘ ⇢⇥��⌘�⇧◆��⌘⌘ ⇧✏⇢���� 

�⌦⇧⇠�⇧⌃⌘⌅⇧ �����⌘✏⌥◆�✏✓ �✏⇧⌘⌅⇧�✏✓ 

⇢�⇧⇣⌘◆��⌘⇤ ◆ ⇧✏⌦⇥⌦.

Pri planirovanii otpuska nyeobhodimo rasschityvat 

' stoimost ' prozhivaniya v otyelye. 
"When planning vacation it is necessary to 
calculate the rate of the hotel."

 �# ��$✏, ⇢⇧⇣�⇥�↵�✏�.

Vash schyot, pozhaluysta. 
"Here's your bill."

% �⌦⇡⇧ �� ��⌦✏� - �✏⇧ ✏⌥�⇤� ⌦◆�⇧.

U nyego na schyetu - sto tysyach yevro. 
"He's got one hundred thousand euros in his 
account."

�⌦⇠⌦✏⇧◆�⇤ ���✏� �⌦ ⌅⇧⇣⌦✏ ⇠⌥✏✓ 

�⇠⇥⇧�⌘�⇧◆��� ⇠���⇧⌅.

Dyebyetovaya karta nye mozhyet byt ' 

zablokirovana bankom. 
"The debit card cannot be blocked by the bank."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

���� , "an account." 
The most common collocations with this word would be ������� ��	� ("to open an account") 
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and 
������ ��	� ("to close an account"). Also, these are the most common two types of 
accounts - ��
�
���
����� ��	� ("savings account") and ��������	 ����  ("checking or 
transactional account"). 


���������	. "the one from abroad," or "international." 
With passport, ����������	 
��
��
 . 


���������  ("stay") and ���������� ("residency"). 
Both those words are pretty formal; you wouldn't say � 
������� � ������ just as you say in 
English "I stay in Russia." You will mostly see these words in documentation and definitely 
when you deal with registration and status adjustment in Russia. 

Most often they are used in the phrases �
��� ��
������� ("place of temporary stay") and 
�
��� ���
������ ("place of residence"). In the dialogue, however, we heard these phrases 
in more complicated interpretations... 

They were used with the word for "registration." And I would say it's better just to remember 
them as they are, because neither the grammar nor the words are really used in any other 
situations. 
-����������� 
� ���� � 
��������� ("temporary registration" [lit. "registration at the 
place of temporary stay"]). 
-����������� 
� ���� � ���������� ("permanent registration" [lit. "registration at the 
place of residency"]). 

�� ������� literally means "behind the border" and can be translated just as "abroad" or 
"overseas." It's pretty much the same as 
� �������	. 

������������  "to count on," and just as in English, it's used with the preposition �� ("on").  
For example, ������������ �� ������ ("to count on help"). 

Note that a noun that goes after the phrase ������������ �� must be used in the accusative 
case. 


������ ����� , or "to provide, to give," must also be used with the nouns in the accusative. 
For example, 
������ �����  ��
��������  ("to give, grant an opportunity" and 

������ �����  ���������� ("to provide information"). 

��������� ���� �. 
 It's not hard to guess that it means a debit card, just adjusted to the Russian grammar. Both 
words are feminine - �
�
����� �����. The same works for a credit card; take this English 
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phrase and apply feminine gender to it - ��
������ �����. 

And the last words we have are ����������	 and ��
�
�� . 
 ����������	 is an adjective and means "minimum." We can see this word in many 
collocations- ����������	 ���� ("minimum period of time"), ����������� 
��������� 
����� ("minimum salary") and ����������� �
��
��- "minimum deposit." 

Unlike in English, the word "deposit" can't be used as a verb. To say "to deposit," you would 
say �������� �� �
��
��, which would literally mean "to put on deposit." 

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Grammar Cases 
 ��� ���������� (��� � ����� �) 

"...as a foreigner..." 

 

For this lesson's grammar part we'll take a phrase from our lesson and it will be our tool in 
reviewing the most essential part of Russian grammar - the grammar cases. 

We will run it through all six, which will also show you how by changing just one letter at the 
ending of a noun we can change the whole meaning of the phrase. 

As we know, ��� is a word for "how" in Russian. By adding a noun to it in an appropriate 
grammar case we can get the following phrases: 

1. ��� ����������, ��� ���������� ("as a foreigner" - nominative case). 

For Example: 

1. ��� ����
�����, � ������ �������
������
��� � ������ � 
������ 
��� ���	. 
 "As a foreigner, I have to register in Moscow within three days."

2. ��� � ����������, ��� � ���������� ("as a foreigner" - genitive case, indicates 
possession). 

For Example: 



RUS S I ANPOD101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #1 - THE CURI OUS  CAS E OF THE RUS S I AN BANK 8

1. � ����, ��� � ����
�����, ������ ��
� � ����	 �������. 
 "As a foreigner, he always has a dictionary with him."

3. ��� ����������, ��� ����������  ("as to a foreigner" - dative case - indicates a 
person or a thing to which something is given, a recipient. Better understood in English 
when translated with the prepositions "to," "for." Dative case is also used with the words 
����� and �����). 

For Example: 

1. ���, ��� ����
�����, ����� ���� ��� � ���� � ������. 
 "As a foreigner, I need a visa to enter Russia."

4. ��� ����������, ��� ���������� ("as a foreigner" - accusative case - indicates to 
whom or to what the action is done). 

For Example: 

1. ����, ��� ����
�����, �
�������� � ������ ��!���
��. 
 "As a foreigner, I was placed into another dormitory."

5. ��� �����������, ��� ����������	 ("as a foreigner" - instrumental case - 
indicates by who or by what the action is done). 

For Example: 

1. "��� #
�	 ��
��������	 ����� �� ������$ ����� ���� �� 
���
� �$, ��� 
����
�����$. 
 "He, as a foregner, didn't understand the plot of this historical book in Russian".

6. ��� �/�� ���������� , ��� �/�� ����������  ("as about/on a foreigner" - 
prepositional case - used with prepositions �, ��, and �). 

For Example: 
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1. % ��$, ��� �� ����
�����, $���� ��������. 
 "As a foreigner, he was talked about a lot."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Bank system in Russia

 

The bank system in Russia is developing fast and includes state and private banks. The most 
famous banks are Sberbank, Vneshekonombank, VTB and Bank Moskvy.The most popuar 
services are consumer loans, mortgage loans and deposits. The interest rates for deposits 
are high compared to other countries (up to ten percent) but so are loans' interest rates- 
between ten and twenty-five percent. The business hours are between 9:00 and 19:00 with 
many banks open on Saturdays from 9:00 to 15:00. Many people pay their bills directly in the 
banks so usually banks are very crowded. To join a queue you need to ask out loud who is 
the last (Kto posledniy?) and then try not to lose this person. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅⇧�⌃⌥: � ⌦ ↵��?

2. ⇥�⇧✏⇥�⇤⌅⇣⌥: ⌘�✓ ◆, ⌦���⌫✓⇠ �, �⇠⇡⇢⇡�... ⌧ ⌦�⌦���◆...

3. �⇥⇤⌅⇧�⌃⌥: ↵  �◆!���⌦ ! "�#$⇡ ◆, ↵�� �⌦%⌦?

4. ⇥�⇧✏⇥�⇤⌅⇣⌥: ⌘�...✏ �◆�# �⌦�⇡  �⇡!⌦ , ⇢�⇠&�� !�◆ ⇠# "⌦�⌦!�, ⇡ �◆�# ⌫��⇠�⌦ 
 ⌦��⇡ ...

5. �⇥⇤⌅⇧�⌃⌥: ⇥⌦%⌦�◆ �� ⌦ ⇢�!�◆�⇡◆. ↵�� �⌫�◆� �◆ �⇠⇡⇢⇡�, � 
�& ⇡!⇡⇢⌦!��� ✓ ⌫"⌦��. ↵ ◆✓ ◆ 6  ���◆ ⌦& ⇠⇢�'⌫, � ⌦ ⌦� 
⇢⌦⇠ ⌦ ◆✓ ◆ &�& �⌦��⌦ �⌦���◆ !⌦$ .

6. ⇥�⇧✏⇥�⇤⌅⇣⌥: (�⇠⇡�⌦, ⌦⇢⌦�⌫)…

ROMANIZATION

1. APTEKAR ': Chto Vam?

2. POKUPATEL ': Daite, pozhaluysta, aspirin... I pobol 'she...

3. APTEKAR ': Vy nyevazhno vyglyaditye, Vam ploho?

4. POKUPATEL ': Da...U menya bolit zhivot, raskalyvayetsya golova, i menya uzhasno 
toshnit...

5. APTEKAR ': Pohozhe na otravleniye. Vam nuzhen ne aspirin, a aktivirovanniy 
ugol '. Vypeite 6 tabletok srazu, a potom prosto peite kak mozhno 
bol 'she vody.

CONT'D OVER
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6. POKUPATYEL ': Spasibo, poprobuyu…

ENGLISH

1. PHARMACIST: What would you like?

2. CUSTOMER: Please give me aspirin... The more the better...

3. PHARMACIST: You don't look so well, are you okay?

4. CUSTOMER: No...I have a stomachache, a splitting headache, and I feel terribly 
sick...

5. PHARMACIST: Looks like food poisoning. You don't need aspirin, you need 
activated charcoal. Take six tablets at once, and then just drink as 
much water as possible.

6. CUSTOMER: Thanks, I'll try...

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

⌦�⌦���◆ pobol'she more adverb

⇠⇢�'⌫ srazu
at once , right 

away adverb noun

&�& �⌦��⌦... kak mozhno... the more the... phrase

 ���◆ &� tabletka a pill, tablet noun
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�& ⇡!⇡⇢⌦!��� 
✓ ⌫"⌦��

aktivirovanniy 
ugol'

activated 
charcoal phrase

⌫��⇠�⌦ uzhasno horribly, terribly adverb

⇢�⇠&�� !� �⇠# raskalyvatsa to split, crack verb

! "�#$◆ � vyglyadet' to look verb

�◆!���⌦ nevazhno poorly adverb

⌦⇢⌦�⌦!� � poprobovat’ try verb none

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�⇥⇤ ⌅⇥⇧⌃⌥� ⌦ ↵⌦⇧��⇧ ⇤�⇧ ⌅⇧�⇧✏⇣⌘⌦ 
⌅⇤⌥⇣ ⌥⌦⌅✏⇧✓⇧ ◆� ⌃ �✏⇤↵⇧� ⇤ �⌦ ⇧�.
Pri prostudye nyeobhodimo pobol 'shye pit ' 

tyeplogo chaya s malinoy i myedom. 
"When you are sick you need to drink a ot of 
warm tea with raspberry and honey."

�⇥⇤ ⌅⇧�⌫✏⌦↵⇤⇤ ⌅⌦⇥⌫⇠� ⌃⇤�⌅⌥⇧�⇧⌫ 
⌅⇥⇧⌃⌥� ⇠ ↵�⇡↵⇧ ⌃⇥⇢� ⌅⇥⇤↵�⌥⇣ �⌦⇥⇠.
Pri poyavlyenii pyervyh simptomov prostudy 

nuzhno srazu prinyat ' myery. 
"You need to take some measures when you 
have just first symptoms of a cold."

�⌧ �⇧⇡↵⇧ ⇤⇢�⌦⇡⌥⇣ ⌅⇥⇧�✏⌦� ⌃ 
⌅⇤�⌦⌫⇥⌦↵⇤⌦� ⌫  ⇥�✓⇧� ⌃⌥⇥↵⌦?
Kak mozhno izbyezhat ' problyem s 

pischyevaryeniyem v drugoy stranye? 
"How can we avoid problems with digestion in a 
foreign country?"

�⌘ ���⌘⌧ ⌅⇥⇤↵⇤�⌦⌥ ⌃⌥⇧✏⇣⌧⇧ 
⌥�✏⌦⌥⇧⌧, ◆⌥⇧ ↵⌦ ⌅⇧�↵⇤⌥ ⌫⌃⌦ ↵⇢⌫↵⇤�.
Nasha babushka prinimayet stol 'ko tablyetok, 

chto nye pomnit vsye nazvaniya. 
"Our grandma is taking so many pills that she 
cannot remember all the names."

�⌦⇥⌫⇧⌦ ⌃⇥⌦ ⌃⌥⌫⇧ ⌅⇥⇤ ⇧⌥⇥⌫✏⌦↵⇤⇤ – �⌥⇧ 
⌧⌥⇤⌫⇤⇥⇧⌫↵↵⇠� �✓⇧✏⇣.
Pyervoye sryedstvo pri otravlyenii – eto 

aktivirovannyi ugol '. 
"The best thing when you have a food poisoning- 
activated charcoal."

�⌦�⇡⌦✏⇤ ⌥⇠ ⌃⌦�� ↵⌃⌥⇧✏⇣⌧⇧ �⇡⌃↵⇧ 
◆�⌫⌃⌥⌫�⌦⌘⇣, ◆⌥⇧ ↵⌦ �⇧⇡⌦⌘⇣ ⌅⇥⇤�⌥⇤ ↵ 
⇥�⇧⌥�?
Nyeuzhyeli ty syebya nastol 'ko uzhasno 

chuvstvuyesh ', chto nye mozhyesh ' priyti na 

rabotu? 
"Do you really feel so horribly that cannot come to 
the office?"
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 ⌦⌥⇤, �⇧⇡⌦⌥⌦ ⇤✓⇥⌥⇣ ⌅⇧⌥⇤⌘⌦, � �⌦↵� 
⇥⌃⌧✏⇠⌫⌦⌥⌃� ✓⇧✏⇧⌫!
Dyeti, mozhyetye igrat ' potishye, u myenya 

raskalyvayetsya golova! 
"Children, can you play quieter? My head is 
splitting in half!"

!⇠ ⌫⇠✓✏� ⇤⌘⇣ �✏⌦ ↵⇠�, ⌥⇠ �⇧⇥⇧⌘⇧ 
⌃⌦�� ◆�⌫⌃⌥⌫�⌦⌘⇣?
Ty vyglyadish ' blyednym, ty horosho syebya 

chuvstvuyesh '? 
"You look pale, are you all right?"

�⌦⌫⇡↵⇧, ⌃⌧⇧✏⇣⌧⇧ ⌃⌥⇧⇤⌥ ✏⌦⌧⇥⌃⌥⌫⇧, � 
⌫⌃⌦ ⇥⌫↵⇧ ⌦✓⇧  ⇧✏⇡⌦↵ ⌧�⌅⇤⌥⇣.
Nyevazhno, skol 'ko stoit lyekarstvo, ya vsye 

ravno yego dolzhyen kupit '. 
"It is not important how much is the medicine; I 
have to buy it anyway."

!�⇥⇤⌃⌥⇠ ⌫ ⌅⌦⇥⌫⇠�  ⌦↵⇣ ⌅�⌥⌦⌘⌦⌃⌥⌫⇤� 
⌅⇧⌅⇥⇧�⇧⌫✏⇤ ↵"⇤⇧↵✏⇣↵�# ⌧��↵#.
Turisty v pyervyi dyen ' putyeshyestviya 

poprobovali natsional 'nuyu kuhnyu. 
"On the first day of their trip the tourists tried the 
national cuisine."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

��� �����...  

This phrase can be translated as, "as...as possible." Unlike in English, where you put a simple 
adjective or adverb in between the two "as," the Russian phrase ��� �����... requires 
adjectives in their comparative forms (i.e. faster, larger, etc). 

To form a comparative form of a Russian adjective, all you have to do is: 

1. Drop the ending from a normal adjective. 

2. Add "-e" or "-ee" instead. 

For Example:  

1. �	
��	
  
 "fast"

-drop the ending (��) = �����... 

-add "-ee" = ������� ("faster") 
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Here are the examples of the phrases we can form: 

1. ��� ����� �������   
 "as difficult as possible"

2. ��� ����� ��������  
 "as cold as possible"

3. ��� ����� �����   
 "as easy as possible" (in this case we added one "-e")

Just like in English, there are words that undergo total modification when put into a 
comparative form. 

For Example: 

1. ������ - �����   
 "good" - "better"

2. �����-����   
 "bad" - "worse"

3. ����� - ������   
 "much" - "more"

4. ���� - ������   
 "little" - "less"

Example Phrases: 

1. ��� ����� �����   
 "as good as possible"

2. ��� ����� ����   
 "as bad as possible"

3. ��� ����� ������   
 "as much as possible"
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4. ��� ����� ������   
 "as little as possible"

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Speaking about Your Health 
 � ���� �����  ����� , ��
���	���� 
� ������, � ���� ���
�� � ����� ...,  
 "I have a stomachache, a splitting headache, and I feel terribly sick..." 
  

 

Health conditions, as well as a person's mood, state of mind, or physical senses and feelings, 
are described with the help of nouns and pronouns mainly in three cases: 

1.
Dative - ���  ����� (���	 
�����)

2.
Genitive - � ���� ������  (� ���
 �	��	������)

3.
Accusative - ���� � �����  (���� ����
�)

There are certain clues you can use to identify what case to put your noun/pronoun in when 
talking about the conditions. 

1. If the condition is an adverb (ends in "-�"), you use them with the noun/pronoun in the 
dative case. 

For Example: 

1. ��	 
������  
 "I am cold." (Literally, "To me it's cold.")

2. ��� �����  
 "He is hot." (Literally, "To him it's hot.")

3. �� �������  
 "She is sad."
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4. ��� �	�	��  
 "We are having fun." (Literally, "To us it's fun.")

5. ��	 ���	��  
 "It's hard for Marina."

6. ��	������� �	���  
 "It's easy for Alexander."

2. If the condition is a noun (or a verb with a noun, usually with the verb ������  ("to 
hurt"), you should use it with the genitive case because it indicates possession of this 
noun. 

For Example: 

1. � �	�� ���	��  
 "I have a cough."

2. � �	�� �������  
 "He has a runny nose."

3. � �	  ���
� ������  
 "She has a headache."

4. � ��� �	��	������ 
 "We have a fever."

5. � ��
 ���
� �
���  
 "Olya has a stomachache."

6. � ��	������� ���
� ��
��  
 "Alexander's back is sore."

3. If the condition is a verb, we usually use it with the nouns/pronouns in the accusative 
case. 

For Example: 
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1. �	�� ����
�  
 "I feel sick." (Literally, "It sickens me.")

2. ��� ����
�  
 "He feels feverish, he is shivering." (Literally, "It shivers him.")

3. �  �� �  
 "She is vomiting" (Literally, "It vomits her.")

�� ..., �... ("Not...but...") 
Conjunction a
 

This conjunction can have several meanings in Russian. In the previous seasons we learned 
it in the connecting meaning, which could be translated as "and" into English. 

For Example: 

1. � 	�
�� 
 8, � ���� - 
 9. 
 "I will come at 8, and Lena will come at 9.

It is also used to ask counter questions or make smooth transitions in a conversation. 

For Example: 

1. -�� ���
�� ����
�? ("Do you like tennis?") 
 -��, � ��? ("Yes, and you?")

2. -��� �
�� �������? ("Is this your phone?") 
 -��. ("Yes.") 
 -� ����� ��� �����? ("And) what brand is it?")

But a in Russian can also have a meaning of "but" to either contrast the information or show 
the contradiction ("not...but..."). 

For Example: 
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1. �
����� - �� �
��, � ����� . 
 "Avocado is not a vegetable, but a fruit."

2. ��� �� �
�
 �����
, � ��
. 
 "This is not your money, but mine."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Drugstores in Russia
 

Pharmacies in Russia sell all kinds of medicine- antibiotics, eye drops, pills and cough drops. 
You need a prescription to buy the strongest medicine, like antibiotics but unlike many 
countries you don't need a prescription to buy contraceptives. Pharmacies also offer a range 
of "health products" - from herb teas to shampoo and tooth paste. There are so-called state 
pharmacies that sell medicine cheaper but they usually have limited stock and only domestic 
brands. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥: ⇤� , ⌦ � ↵�� ↵��✏⇣ ⌘�✓. ⌃�◆  ⌘?

2. �⌥�⇥⌫⇠: ��-⇡�⇡⇢, �⇢⇡↵��� ...

3. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥: �� ��⌧↵�! ���⇡� ✓�, ◆�◆�⇣ �✓���↵�� ↵✏⇣ �↵ ✓ ✓, ◆�◆� 
⌦◆!� �"�◆� ⌘�#⌧� � ⇡↵#...

4. �⌥�⇥⌫⇠: $↵# ⇡����� �...

5. ����⇢��⇣, ◆�◆�% ⇡⇢!✏◆�!

6. �⌥�⇥⌫⇠: $⇢!✏◆� ↵⇡↵��� � ✓�↵↵��� �...

7. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥: ⌫⇢  ✏ !�↵⇢⌧�!

ROMANIZATION

1. DEVUSHKA: Vot, eto nash noviy bar. Kak tebe?

2. PAREN ': Po-moyemu, shumnovat...

3. DEVUSHKA: Da ladno! Posmotri, kakoy original 'niy inter 'yer, kakiye 
ekzoticheskiye blyuda v menyu...

4. PAREN ': Menyu malovato...

5. Poslushay, kakaya muzyka!

6. PAREN ': Muzyka nemnogo strannovata...

CONT'D OVER
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7. DEVUSHKA: Nu ty zanuda!

ENGLISH

1. GIRL: Here, this is our new bar. What do you think?

2. GUY: As for me, it's a bit too noisy...

3. GIRL: Oh come on! Look how original the interior is, how exotic the dishes 
in the menu are!

4. GUY: The menu is a bit too small...

5. GIRL: Listen to the music they have here!

6. GUY: The music is kind of weird...

7. GIRL: You are such a bore!

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

&�-⇡�⇡⇢ po-moyemu
in my opinion, 

as for me adverb

&��⇡� ✓  posmotret’ look verb

&���⇢��  poslushat’ listen verb

�⇢⇡↵��� ✏⇣ shumnovatiy a little loud adjective
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��⌧↵� ladno
ok, all right, 

come on adverb noun

⌘�#⌧� blyudo dish noun

⌦◆!� �"�◆�⇣ ekzoticheskiy exotic adjective

!�↵⇢⌧� zanuda a bore, a drag noun
feminine, 
masculine

�↵ ✓ ✓ inter'yer interior noun

�✓���↵�� ↵✏⇣ original'niy

original, 
authentic, 
interesting

adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�⇥-⇤⇥⌅⇤⇧, ⌃⌥� ⌦⌥ ↵⇧�⌅  �⇥��� ✏ ⇣⌥⇤ 
⇣⇧�⇣⇥ ⇥ ⇤⌅⇣✏ � ⌘✏✓⇣✏✓ � ⌘⌥⌦✓⌅.
Po-moyemu, zavtra budyet dozhd ' i nam nuzhno 

otmyenit ' piknik v parkye. 
"I think tomorrow it is going to rain and we need 
to cancel our picnic."

◆⌥�⌥ ⌅ ⌃⌥� ⌦⌥ ��⇥�✏⇤ � ✓✏⇣⇥ ✏ 
⌘⇥�⇤⇥ ⌦✏⇤ ⌫ ⇥  ⇣⇥�⇠ ⇡✏⇢�⇤ ⇧�⌥�⇥�?
Davaytye zavtra shodim v kino i posmotrim etot 

novyi fil 'm uzhasov? 
"Let's go to the movies tomorrow and watch this 
new horror movie?"

� ⌫ ⇥⇤ ↵⌥⌦⌅ ⇤⇥�⇣⇥ ⌘⇥�⇢⇧⌧⌥ � 
⇥ ⇢✏�⇣⇧� ��⌥⌃⇥�⇧� �⌦⇧⌘⌘⇧.
V etom barye mozhno poslushat ' otlichnuyu 

dzhazovuyu gruppu. 
"You can listen to a great jazz band in this bar."

 ⌅�⇥�⇣! � ↵⌥⌦⌅ ⌧⇧⇤⇣⇥�⌥ ⇥,  ⌥✓ ✓⌥✓ ⇣⌥ 
�✏�⌘⇢⌅⌅  ⌦⌥⇣�⇢✏⌦⇧�  ⇡⇧ ↵⇥⇢�⇣⇠ 
⇤⌥ �.
Syegodnya v barye shumnovato, tak kak na 

displyeye transliruyut futbol 'nyi match. 
"It is a little noisy in the bar because they are 
broadcasting a soccer match."
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"⌥�⇣⇥, �⌅�⇥�⇣! ⇤⇠ ✏�⌅⇤ ⌘⇥  �⇥⌅⇤⇧ 
⇤⌥⌦⌧⌦⇧ ⇧.
Ladno, syegodnya my idyem po tvoyemu 

marshrutu. 
"Ok. Today we will follow your route."

� �⇥� ⌥� ⌘⌅⌦�⇥�⇥ ↵⇢��⌥ ��⇥�!  
⇤⇥⌦⌅⌘⌦⇥�⇧✓ ⇠ ✏ ⌦✏�.
V sostav pyervogo blyuda vhodyat moryeprodukty 

i ris. 
"The first dish includes rice and fish."

#✏✓⇥��⌥ ⇣⌅ ⌃⇣⌥⌅⌧� ✓⌥✓✏⌅ 
✏⇣�⌦✏�✏⌅⇣ ⇠ � ⇣⌥$✏⇥⇣⌥⇢�⇣⇠� ↵⇢��⌥� 
⌫✓⌃⇥ ✏�⌅�✓✏� � ⌦⌥⇣.
Nikogda nye znayesh ' kakiye ingridiyenty v 

natsional 'nyh blyudah ekzotichyeskih stran. 
"You never know what the ingredients of national 
dishes of exotic countires are."

#⌅⇧�⌅⇢✏ ⌫ ✏ ⌃⌥⇣⇧�⇠ ✏�⌘⇥⌦ !  ⇤⇥� 
�⌅�⌅⌦✏⇣✓⇧?
Neuzheli eti zanudy isportyat moyu vecherinku? 
"Are these drags going to spoil my party?"

%⇥! ⇤⌥⇤⌥ ⌘⌦✏⌦⇥��⌅⇣⇣⇠ �✏⌃⌥⇣⌅⌦. 
�⇥�⇤⇥ ⌦✏ ⌅, ✏⇣ ⌅⌦�⌅⌦ ⌫ ⇥ ✓⇥⇤⇣⌥ ⇠ 
⇥⇣⌥ ⌘⌦⇥�⇧⇤⌥⇢⌥ �⌥⇤⌥!
Moya mama prirozhdyennyi dizaynyer. 

Posmotritye, intyer 'yer etoy komnaty ona 

produmala sama! 
"My mom was born to be a designer. Look, she 
thought of the design if this room herself!"

� $⌅⇣ ⌦⌅ �⇥⌦⇥�⌥ ⇥ ✓⌦⇠⇢�! 
⌥⇡⌦✏✓⌥⇣�✓✏ ⌦⌅� ⇥⌦⌥⇣ � 
⇥⌦✏�✏⇣⌥⇢�⇣⇠⇤ ⇤⌅⇣�.
V tsyentrye goroda otkrylsya afrikanskiy ryestoran 

s original 'nym myenyu. 
"A new African restaurant with an original menu 
opened in the city center."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

�����... ("Okay, all right...") 
 
The word  ����� is a very handy word which means "okay," "all right," or "come on" like in our 
dialogue. 

For Example: 

1. �����, � ��� 	�
���. 
"Okay, I will do it."
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�����	�
�� ("A little noisy") 
  
The meaning of 
��������� is "a little noisy" and it is used as one adjective. 

For Example: 

1. ���� ��� ����������. 
"This bar is a little noisy."


����
��
�  ("Look") 
 
The meaning of ��	����
��is is "to look" like in a physical ability. The prefix "�o-" shows that 
this is a perfective verb. 
 
For Example:  

1. ��	����� �� �
��. 
"Look at me."


�-����� 
 
This word has two meanings. 
1. In the dialogue it means "I think," "in my opinion," or "as for me," and is used at the 
beginning of the sentence. ��-��
��, ��������... 
We can use this word to express our opinion. 

For Example: 

1. ��-��
��, 	���� ������ �����. 
"I think it will rain."

2. ��-��
��, �� ����.                            
"In my opinion, he is right."

2. The second meaning is, "in my way" or "the ways I say," and it is an adverb formed from the 
pronoun. 

For Example: 
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1. ��	�� �	� ���
� ��-��
��. 
"Let everything be my way."

2. ��� �� �� �� ������� , � �	� ����� 	�
��� ��-��
��. 
"You can say whetever you want, I will still do it my way."

There are similar adverbs formed from other pronouns. 

For Example: 

1. ��-���
�� 
"in your way"

2. ��-���
�� 
"in your (plural) way"

3. ��-	��
�� 
" in one's way"

������������...("Original...") 
 
The word  ����������� means "original" or "authentic," but in Russian this word is often 
used to mean "interesting" or "extraordinary." 
For example, ������������ ���
! would mean "an interesting dance," one different from a 
lot of others. 

For Example: 

1.  ����������� ���
��
� 
"original interior"

����
�������... ("Exotic...") 
 
The word ��"���#
	��� means "exotic-like," as in ��"���#
	��
 ����� ("exotic dishes"). 
It is an adjective which must agree with the nouns they describe in gender and number. 

For Example: 
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1. ��"���#
	��� ���!�� 
"exotic dancer"

2. ��"���#
	��
 �
	�� 
"exotic place"

�����...("Dish") 
 
The word ����� is a "dish," but it's mostly used in the sense of a cooked dish. We don't really 
use it in the context of washing the dishes, for example, unless we're talking about really big 
and fancy dishes. 

For Example: 

1. $����� ���������
���
 �����. 
"well-cooked dish"

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Diminutive Forms of Adjectives and Adverbs 

 
�
�
  ��� �����	�
��. 
"This bar is a little noisy." 
 

�����	�
  - ����	�
� - �
�����	�
 � 

In Russian the diminutive forms of adjectives and adverbs are formed with the help of suffixes, 
when in English they can be translated as "a little too...," "kind of...". 

Of course you can just use the word �
����� ("a little") and add simple adjectives or adverbs 
to describe quantities and degrees in Russian. 

For Example: 

1. �
����� ������ 
"a little loud, noisy"
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2. �
����� ���
����� 
"a little small"

3. �
����� 	������ 
"(it's) a little strange"

But, our today's diminutive forms of the adjectives/adverbs contain some nuances: they 
usually imply that something is "not enough" or "a bit too much" for a certain purpose. They 
contain personal attitude to what is described. 

Compare: 

1. �� �
����� 	������� #
���
� ("He is a bit strange person.")

2. �� 	����������� #
���
� ("He is kind of a weird person.")

The difference is not significant, although in the second phrase it's clear that it's your personal 
opinion of a person, plus it implies your disapproval on that, when in the first one it can be just 
a general statement everyone agrees on and it's not necessarily a bad one. 

Before we get to forming the diminutives... 

...let's remember when we use adverbs, when we use normal adjectives, and when we use 
short adjectives. 

• We use adverbs to describe verbs and adjectives of other adverbs. They usually 
answer the question "How?" and end in "-o."

For Example: 

1. ���� ��	��� 
"to go fast" (how?)

2. "�
	� ��%� 
"It's quiet here."
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• We use normal adjectives to describe nouns—people and objects. They come before 
nouns and their endings differ depending on a gender and number of the noun.

For Example: 

1. ����� &
��� 
"a cute puppy"

2. ����� �
��#�� 
"a cute girl"

3. ����
 	�"����
 
"a cute creature"

4. ����
 ���� 
"nice people" (nice)

• We use short adjectives to make statements about things like "He is busy." Unlike 
normal adjectives, the short ones are put after the nouns but they still have to agree 
with nouns in gender and number. The endings of the short adjectives are "cut short."

For Example:  

1. &
��� ���  
"The puppy is cute."

2. �
��#�� ���� 
"The girl is cute."

3. 	�"����
 ���� 
"The creature is cute."

4. ���� ���� 
"The people are cute." (nice)

Now, back to the diminutives: 
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Most normal and short adjectives, as well as adverbs, can have diminutive forms. 

They all have the same endings as if they weren't diminutive - the difference is in the suffixes 
we put before them. 

Let's get back to the words from our dialogue: 

�������� - �������� - 	���������� 

1. �����	�
  ("a bit too noisy") comes from the adjective �	
���. 

What we did was drop the ending �� and added a masculine suffix �	�
 . We got a short 
adjective in masculine gender. If we wanted to get a normal adjective, we would stick �� 
back to the end of the word = �����	�
��. 

Compare: 

1. ��� �������� ("The bar is kind of/a bit too noisy.")

2. ���������� ��� ("a bit too noisy bar")

2. �
�����	�
 � ("kind of weird") comes from 
�������. 

We dropped the ending �� and added a feminine suffix �	�
 �. We got a short adjective in 
feminine gender. For the normal adjective we would have to add a feminine ending for 
normal adjectives - ��. 

Compare: 

1. ��"��� 	���������� ("The music is a bit weird.")

2. 	����������� ��"��� ("kind of a weird music")

3. With adverbs, all we have to do is add the suffix 	�
� to an adverb and forget about 
genders and numbers. 

For Example: 

1. ���� ("little") + ���� = �������� ("a bit too little," "kind of small")
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2. ��	��� ("fast") + ���� = ��	������� ("a bit too fast," "kind of fast")

TO SUM UP: 

 Masculine Feminine Neuter Plural

Normal 
adjective 	����� 	����� 	����
 	����


Short 
adjective 	��� 	���� 	���� 	����

Adverb 	���� 	���� 	���� 	����

Diminutive 
normal 
adjective

	��������� 	��������� 	��������
 	��������


Diminutive 
short adjective 	������� 	�������� 	�������� 	��������

Diminutive 
adverb 	�������� 	�������� 	�������� 	��������

• Not all adjectives have short forms or diminutive forms.

• Adverbs are the same as short adjectives in neuter gender.

• Adverbs never change according to gender or number.

• Diminutive forms that we learned today have negative, derogatory meaning implying 
slight personal dissatisfaction with the object or person described.

CULTURAL INSIGHT
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Russian Night Life 
 

In Soviet times there were very few bars and restaurants so now when there are so many 
options people like to go out and have a good time. Usually young people go to "bar," or 
Kabak, like they call them. Usually it is a place where you can drink, eat, and dance. The 
music is usually pop which makes it very easy for tipsy people to dance. The prices are often 
reasonable and the places close around 2 or 3 A.M. If you want to stay longer you would go to 
a night club which is open until 5 A.M. but get ready for electro- or house music. If you are not 
a night person then you can go to a restaurant, coffee shop, or café, which are all open until 
10 P.M. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅�⇧⌃⌥� : �⌦↵⌦���✏ ↵⇣✏, ⌘⌦✓◆��⌫�◆, ⇠⇡⇢�◆�⌧ �✏✏�⌦⇣.

2. ��⇥�⇧ ⌥!: "⌦�⌦#⌦.  ⌦�, $�⌦ ⇣◆#� ⌫◆↵⇡✏ ⌘⌦⌘�%�⇣⇡✏ ↵⌦&✏�. ⇤◆'�✏ 
��⇣'(��  ◆⌫ �⇣�✏�✏⌫�)� ⌘�✏✓&✏ ⇠⌫✏�⌦?

3. �⇥⇤⌅�⇧⌃⌥� : * ⇢⇡ +⌦�✏ �↵✏�⌧ &⌦⇠⌦⌧⇣⌦ ⇢⌦⌧#�) ⌘◆↵%�⌧ � +⌦�⌦#�� 
�⌦�⌦◆⌘⌘◆�◆�, ⇣⌦ % ⇣✏ +⌦,� ⌫�#'⌦↵ ⇢⌦⌧#⌦� �✏✏�⌦⇣.

4. ��⇥�⇧ ⌥!:  ⌦� $�◆ ↵⌦&✏⌧ – ⌦&⇣◆ �- ⇣◆�⇢⌦✏✏ '⌦↵⌘◆'�⇣⇡+. �◆↵%�⌧ – 8.⇢, 
�⌦�⌦◆⌘⌘◆�◆� – 5 /⌘. 0⌦⌧#⌦� ⇠⇡⇢⌦� ⇢✏⌫⌘◆�⇣⇡+ ⌘��⌦✓✏⇣��.

5. �⇥⇤⌅�⇧⌃⌥� : 1◆↵✏,◆�✏⌧⇣⌦, % ⇢✏��.

ROMANIZATION

1. POKUPATEL ': Pomogite mne, pozhaluysta, vybrat ' telefon.

2. PRODAVETS: Horosho. Vot, eto nashi samiye populyarniye modeli. Kakiye funktsii 
Vas interesuyut prezhde vsego?

3. POKUPATEL ': Ya by hotel imet ' dovol 'no bol 'shuyu pamyat ' i horoshiy 
fotoapparat, no ya ne hochu slishkom bol 'shoy telefon.

4. PRODAVETS: Vot eta model ' – odna iz naiboleye kompaktnyh. Pamyat ' – 8Gb, 
fotoapparat – 5 Mp. Bol 'shoy vybor besplatnyh prilozhyeniy.

5. POKUPATEL ': Zamechatel 'no, ya beru.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



RUS S I ANPOD101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #4  - CHOOS I NG A CELL PHONE I N RUS S I A 3

1. CUSTOMER: Could you help me choose a phone, please?

2. SALESMAN: Sure. Here are our most popular models. What features are you 
primarily interested in?

3. CUSTOMER: I would like to have a fairly large memory and good camera, but I 
don't want the phone to be too large.

4. SALESMAN: This model is one of the most compact. 8GB memory, 5-megapixel 
camera. Big selection of free applications.

5. CUSTOMER: Great, I'll take it.

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

⌘��⌦✓✏⇣�✏ prilozheniye application noun neuter

k⌦↵⌘◆'�⇣⇡� kompakrnyi compact adjective masculine

o&⇣◆ �- odna iz one of… phrase none

�◆↵%�⌧ pamyat’ memory noun feminine

2�#'⌦↵ slishkom too much adverb none

�⌦⇠⌦⌧⇣⌦ dovol’no enough adverb none

3⇣�✏�✏⌫⌦⇠◆�⌧ interesovat’ be interested in verb none

��✏✓&✏ ⇠⌫✏�⌦
prezhde 
vsego first of all phrase none

4�⇣'(�% funktsiya function noun feminine

�⌦⌘�%�⇣⇡� populyarnyi popular adjective masculine

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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� ⇥⇤⌅⇤⇧⌃⌥⇤ �⌃⇤  ⌦⇤⌦⇥↵� ��✏⇣ 
⌥⇤⌥�⌘⌥�✓ ◆↵⌅⌃⌘⇤⌥ , �⌃⇥⌃↵�⇤ 
⇥⌃⌅��⌃ �⇤�⇣⌫⇥.
V tyelyefonye moyey syestry kucha nyenuzhnyh 

prilozhyeniy, kotoryye tol 'ko myeshayut. 
"There are a lot of unnecessary applications in my 
sister's cell phone that only get in the way."

⇠⌃�◆⇣�⇥⌥�  ✏⇤�⌃⇡⇣⌥ ⌦◆⇣⌦ �⌃  ⌃⇥◆�⌦�.
Kompaktnyi chyemodan spas moy otpusk. 
"Compact suitcase saved my vacations."

⇢⌅� ◆↵⇤◆⌃⇡⇣⌧⇣⇥⇤⌅� ⌧⇣⌘⌥�⌫ ↵⌃⌅� 
�↵⇣⇤⇥ ↵⇣�⌧⇥⇤ ◆⇣��⇥ ⌦⇥�⇡⇤⌥⇥⇣.
Dlya pryepodavatyelya vazhnuyu rol ' igrayet 

razvitiye pamyati studyenta. 
"The development of students' memory plays very 
important role for the teacher"

�⇣⌦⇥⌃ ↵⌃⇡⇥⇤⌅ ⌦⌅��⌃� ⌦⇥↵⌃�⇤ ⌦ 
�⇣⌅⇤⌥��� ⇡⇤⇥��.
Chasto rodityeli slishkom strogiye s malyen 'kimi 

dyet 'mi. 
"Often parents are too strict with young children."

 ↵⌃�↵⇣��⇣ ⇡⌅� !�✓�⇣⌅⇥⇤↵⌃⌧ ⌦⌃⇡⇤↵⌘⇥ 
⇡⌃⌧⌃⌅�⌥⌃ !⌃⌅��⌃  ⌦◆⇤�⇥↵ �⇣�⌃⌥⌃⌧.
Programma dlya buhgaltyerov sodyerzhit dovol 

'no bol 'shoy spyektr zakonov. 
"Accountants' curriculum includes a lot of laws."

"⇥�⇡⇤⌥⇥� ⌧⌦⇤�⇡⇣ ⌥⇥⇤↵⇤⌦�⌫⇥⌦� 
⌥⌃⌧⌥�⇣� ⌥⇣ ↵�⌥�⇤ ⌧⇡⇤⌃  ⇣�⇡⌃ 
⇥⇤✓⌥�.
Studyenty vsyegda intyeryesuyutsya novinkami 

na rynkye vidyeo i audio tyehniki. 
"Students are always interested in new things on 
the video and audio equipment market."

 ↵⇤⌘⇡⇤ ⌧⌦⇤�⌃ ⌃⇥#� ⌥�⌘⌥⇣ 
⌥⇧⌃↵�⇣#� ⌃ ⌦⇥⌃�⌃⌦⇥ ⌃!⌥⌃⌧⌅⇤⌥� 
◆↵⌃�↵⇣���.
Pryezhdye vsyego ottsu nuzhna informatsiya o 

stoimosti obnovlyeniya programmy. 
"First of all our father needs information on (the) 
program update."

$⌃  ⇡↵�� ⇡⇣⌧⌥⌃ %⇤⇥ ⇥⇤⌅⇤⇧⌃⌥ ⇡⌅� 
!⇣!��� ⌦ ⇧�⌥�#��, ⌥⇤⌃!✓⌃⇡��� 
⇡⌅� ⌦⌅⇣!⌃⌧⇡�%✓ ⌅⌫⇡⇤ .
Moy drug davno ischyet tyelyefon dlya babushki s 

funktsiyami, nyeobhodimymi dlya slabovidyaschih 

lyudyey. 
"My friends has been looking for a cell phone with 
special functions for people with weak  sight for 
his grandmother for a long time."

 ⌃◆�⌅�↵⌥⇣� ⇥⇤✓⌥�⇣ ⌧⌦⇤�⇡⇣ ⌦⇥⌃⇥ ⇡⌃↵⌃⌘⇤.
Populyarnaya tyehnika vsyegda stoit dorozhye. 
"Popular household appliances always cost more."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE
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���������	�
 ...("Be interested in...") 
 
This word comes from the word "interest," but in this case it's a verb, which means "to be of 
interest to," or "to make someone interested." This verb requires a noun or a pronoun in the 
genitive case. 

For Example: 

1. ���������	�
 ���
	 or ���������	�
 �����
� 
"to be of an interest to a friend"

The frequently used phrases are: 

1. ���� ��� �� ����������. ("I'm not interested.")

2. ���� ���������� ������... ("I'm interested or curious about the matter of...")

And then you add what exactly you are interested in. 

1. ���� ���������� ���	���	� ���
���	. ("I am interested in Chinese culture.")

����
�  �����...("First of all...") 
 
This is a set phrase which can be translated as "first of all," and is usually used at the 
beginning of the sentence. 
 
For Example: 

1. ������ ���
�, ����� �������
 �� ���� � �������. 
"First of all, we have to report it to the police."

2. ������ ���
�, � ���� ������	�
, 	 ����� ������	�
 ��������. 
"First of all I want to have dinner and then discuss the problems."

�
�	 ��... �
�� ��... �
�� ��... ("One of...") 

One of the most useful expressions, "one of...," is used in both written and spoken language. 
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The only difiiculty it represents is the category of gender of the noun it is used with. If the 
noun's gender is feminine we will use ���� ��... 

For Example: 

1.  	���	 !�"�����	�- ���	 �# �����	�"�� ������� ����� ��	��	��
� ���	. 
"Galina Vishenvskaya is one of the greatest opera singers of the XX century."

If the gender is masculine we will use �
�� ��... 
 
For Example: 

1. $��� �# ���� �����	��� ���  ������ 	��	����	����. 
"One of my suitcases was lost by the airline."

And if the gender of the noun is neuter we will use ���� ��... 
 
For Example: 

1. !�#	���- ��� ���� �# ���� ���������. 
"Knitting is one of my hobbies."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Adjectives in the Accusative Case 

� ��  ���� ���
��� � ������ 
"I don't want a big phone."
 

Of course we can't avoid the nouns talking about the adjectives, as in Russian language 
adjectives totally depend on the nouns - they have to agree with them in gender, number, and 
case. 

Let's remember what the accusative case itself is about: 

The nouns in the accusative case answer the questions "whom" and "what," and indicate the 
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object on which the action is done. 
 For Example: 

1. ��	�	�
 ��	�
��� 
"to respect a person"

2. #	���
 ����
 
"to forget a book"

If we want to describe a person or a book from the above examples, we need to add 
adjectives that would agree with those nouns in all three categories:. 

For Example: 

1. ��	�	�
 
����� �������	 
"to respect a smart person"

(����� ("smart") was put into a masculine gender, singular number, and accusative case 
because this is what the noun ������� ("person") is). 

1. #	���
 	����
� ���
� 
"to forget a favorite book"

(������� ("favorite") is put into a feminine gender, singular number, and accusative case to 
agree with the noun ���
	.) 

Now let's take a look at the examples from our dialogue: 

1. ����
 ���
"�� �	���
 ("to have a big memory")

2. (����
) ����"�� %���	��	�	� ("to have) a good camera")

3. � �� ���� ���
"�� ����%�� ("I don't want a big phone")

All three verbs (�	���
, %���	��	�	� , ����%��) are singular in the accusative case, 
although there is a gender difference. �	���
 is feminine, and %���	��	�	�  and ����%�� 
are masculine. As you can see, when it comes to ���
"�� �	���
, the change in the word 
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���
"�� is obvious: 

���
"�� (dictionary form) turns into ���
"��. 

But the latter two phrases are no different from the same in the nominative case. Why? 

Because when working with the accusative case, we have to remember to separate animate 
(living) objects from inanimate (non-living). 

Inanimate masculine and all neuter nouns never change in the accusative case! Which 
means, their adjectives stay the same, too. 

Here is a table of how to form the adjectives in the accusative case, which will also help you 
understand what does and doesn't change in it. 

Nominative Case Accusative Case

Masculine Animate ��	����� ������� ��	������ �������	

Masculine Inanimate ��	����� ���� ��	����� ����

Feminine Animate ��	���	� ���	�	 ��	����� ���	��

Feminine Inanimate ��	���	� ���
	 ��	����� �����

Neuter Animate ��	����� ��#�	��� ��	����� ��#�	���

Neuter Inanimate ��	����� ���� ��	����� ����

As you can see from the highlights, the nouns and adjectives in the accusative case modify 
only in two cases: when they are masculine, animate, or feminine. The endings in the above 
examples are typical for most of the nouns and adjectives. 

Here are more examples for you to get a feeling of the accusative case: 

1. ��������
 ��	��
� ���
	 ("to meet an old friend")

2. �����
 ����� ��� ("to buy a new house")

3. �	������
 ���"�� ���������� ("to visit an ex-coworker")
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4. �	���	�
 
������� ����� ("to write a sad song")

5. &	#�	���
 �	���
��� �	������� ("to squash a small insect")

6. ������	�
 ������� ���
�� ("to read a long letter")

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Cellular network in Russia
 

The first mobile phone came to operation in Russian was a car phone back in 1963. The 
modern mobile phones came to Russian market relatively late, in 1990s. The biggest mobile 
network provider is the MTC, Megaphone and Beeline. The Russian mobile companies use 
two standards GSM 900/1800 (European standard) and CDMA (American standard). 
There a plenty of mobile plans to choose. The most popular one is the plan that you can have 
unlimited number of messages and internet connection without paying monthly subscription 
fee. If you bring your phone from home country, you can simply get a local SIM-card in 
Russia. By switching cards, you can use the Russian cell phone service. To get a mobile 
phone and Sim card in Russia, you just need a passport and some cash. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅�⇧⌃⌥� : ⌦↵���✏⇣�⌘✓⇣◆. �� ↵�� ��⌫�↵ � ⇠⌘⇡⇢� ⌘ ⌧�✏ ��⇣��⇡⇡���⇣, �� � 
�� ⌘ ◆!� �◆��⌘⇣".

2. �#⇥⇧⌧⌥$: ⇧ �  %& ↵◆��? ⌧' ��(�⇢ ⇠�⇠�✓-⇣� )��⇠?

3. �⇥⇤⌅�⇧⌃⌥� : �, ⌘ �◆!� �◆⇣ �⌘✏✏⇠�!� &◆�*, ⇢ �✏⇡'(⇠� ��)�⇣�◆⇣  ◆�◆⌫ ��⌫. + 
���),◆, &�◆ ✏⇠�⌫��⇢,  ⇣� -⇣� �⇡��✏⇠⇢✓ ��⇣��⇡⇡���⇣, � �� �%& 
��⇡⇢✏��� "✏↵◆���� � ⇤⇢⇣�◆".

4. �#⇥⇧⌧⌥$: .&&... ⌅ ⌧�✏ ◆✏⇣" !����⇣⇢�?

5. �⇥⇤⌅�⇧⌃⌥� : �, ��⇣ !����⇣⇢� �� ↵�� !�↵�.

6. �#⇥⇧⌧⌥$: ⌃�!↵� �)��⇣⇢⇣◆✏" � ��( /◆�⇣� ⇣◆��⇢ ◆✏⇠�✓ ⇡�↵↵◆�0⇠⇢. ⌃�& 
⌧�& �✏% ⇡� ⇢��⇣. + ⇡�&◆��*⇣ ��⇠�◆✓⇠⌘ �� "1↵◆���� � 2⇡��⇢⇢".

ROMANIZATION

1. POKUPATEL ': Zdravstvuyte. Dva dnya nazad ya kupil u Vas fotoapparat, no ya 
hochu yego vernut '.

2. PRODAVETS: A v chyom delo? Vy nashli kakoy-to brak?

3. POKUPATEL ': Da, u nego net russkogo menyu, i vspyshka rabotayet cherez raz. I 
voobsche, mne skazali, chto eto yaponskiy fotoapparat, a na nyom 
napisano "sdelano v Kitaye".

4. PRODAVETS: Hmm... U Vas yest ' garantiya?

CONT'D OVER
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5. POKUPATEL ': Da, vot garantiya na dva goda.

6. PRODAVETS: Togda obratites ' v nash tsentr tehnicheskoy podderzhki. Tam Vam 
vsyo pochinyat. I pomenyayut nakleyku na "Sdelano v Yaponii".

ENGLISH

1. CUSTOMER: Hello. Two days ago I bought a camera from you, but I want to 
return it.

2. SALESMAN: What's the matter? You have found a defect?

3. CUSTOMER: Yes, it doesn't have a Russian menu, and the flash works only every 
other time. And besides, I was told that it's a Japanese camera, but 
it says, "Made in China."

4. SALESMAN: Hmm...Do you have a warranty?

5. CUSTOMER: Yes, here's my two-year warranty.

6. SALESMAN: Then contact our support center. You'll have everything fixed there. 
They can change the sticker to "Made in Japan," too.

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

3��⇠ brak defect, flaw noun masculine

��&◆��⇣" pomenyat' to change verb none

�� ⇢�⇢⇣" pochinit’ fix verb none
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��↵↵◆�0⇠� podderzhka support noun feminine

⇥)��⇣⇢⇣"✏� obratit’sya ask, contact verb none

4����⇣⇢� garantiya guarantee noun feminine

5◆�◆⌫ ��⌫ cherez raz every other time phrase none

⌧✏⇡'(⇠� vspyshka flash noun feminine

6�⇠�◆✓⇠� nakleyka sticker noun feminine

�◆��⌘⇣" vernut' return verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

� ⇥⇤⌅⇧ ⌃⌥�⇤   ⇤⌅⌦⌥�⌥ ↵�⇤ ��⌥�⌥.

V etoy partii tovara nyet braka. 
"There are no defects in this set of goods."

✏⌅⇣⌘� ⇣⌦⌥✓◆� ⌅↵⌥ ⌃⌅��↵�⌘⌥ 

⌫⌥� ⌘ ⇠.

Posle svad'by ona pomenyala familiyu. 
"After the wedding, she changed her family 
name."

⇡↵⌅⇢✓⌥ ↵�⌧↵⌅ ⌃⌅��↵�⇤◆ �⌥�⌅⇤�, �⇤⌅� 

⌃⌅✓↵�⇤◆⇣� ⌃⌅ �⌥�◆��↵⌅⇧ ⌘�⇣⇤↵ ��.

Inogda nuzhno pomyenyat ' rabotu, chtoby 

podnyat 'sya po kar 'yernoy lyestnitsye. 
"Sometimes you need to change jobs to get an 
advancement opportunity."

� ⌅���⌥⌘  ⌃⌅� ↵ ⇤◆ �⌅⇧ 

 ⌅⌘⌅✓ ⌘◆↵ � 2 ↵�✓�⌘  ↵⌥!⌥✓, � ✓⌅ ⇣   

⌃⌅� ↵� ⌃⌅⌘�� ⌘⌥ �⇢⌅ ↵⌥!⌥✓.

Vy obyeschali pochinit ' moy holodil 'nik 2 nyedyeli 

nazad, ya do sih por nye poluchila yego nazad. 
"You promised to fix my fridge 2 weeks ago, but I 
haven't received it back yet."

� �⌥⌧✓⌅⇧ �⌥⇣⇤↵⌅⇧ �⌘ ↵ �� 

⇣���⇣⇤⌦��⇤ ⌅⇤✓�⌘ ⌃⌅ ⌃⌅✓✓��⌧�� 

�⌘ �↵⇤⌅⌦.

V kazhdoy chastnoy klinikye suschyestvuyet 

otdyel po poddyerzhkye kliyentov. 
"Every private clinic has a customer support 
department."

"⇣⌘  � ↵� �⌅⌧�⇤� ↵⌥⇧⇤  ⇣⌦⌅⇧ �⌥⇢⌥⌧, 

⇤⌅ �⌅⌧�⇤� ⌅��⌥⇤ ⇤◆⇣� ⌦ ⇣⌃�� ⌥⌘◆↵�⇠ 

⇣⌘�⌧�� ⌥⇥�⌅⌃⌅�⇤⌥.

Yesli Vy nye mozhyetye nayti svoy bagazh, to 

mozhyetye obratit 'sya v spyetsial 'nuyu sluzhbu 

aeroporta. 
"If you can't find your luggage, you can contact a 
special service at the airport."
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✏�  ⌃⌅��⌃�� ⇤�⌫�⌘◆ ⌦ ⇥⇤⌅� �⌥⇢⌥! ↵� 

⇢⌥�⌥↵⇤ � ✓⌥�⇤⇣� ⌦⇣�⇢⌅ ↵⌥ 3 ��⇣��⌥.

Pri pokupkye tufyel ' v etom magazinye garantiya 

dayetsya vsyego na 3 myesyatsa. 
"When you buy a pair of shoes in this store you 
can get a 3-month guarantee."

# ⌦⌃⌅⌘↵��$◆ ✓⌅�⌥$↵�� !⌥✓⌥↵ � 

����! �⌥!! %��⌧�⌘  ⇤ ✓��⌥�$◆, �⇤⌅ 

��✓�$◆ !↵⌥⇤◆ ⌃��✓��⇤?
Ty vypolnyayesh ' domashnyeye zadaniye 

chyeryez raz! Nyeuzhyeli ty dumayesh ', chto 

budyesh ' znat ' pryedmyet? 
"You do your homework every other time! You 
think you will know the subject like this?"

�⇣⌃$�⌥ ⌦ �⌅�� ⌫⌅⇤⌅⌥⌃⌃⌥�⌥⇤� ↵� 

�⌥�⌅⇤⌥�⇤.
Vspyshka v moyem fotoapparatye nye rabotayet. 
"The flash in my camera doesn't work."

&⌅⇢✓⌥ ⇣�⇣⇤�⌥ �� ⌘⌥  ↵⌅⇣⇤�⌥↵↵⇧ 

�!�, ⌃⌅⌦⇣⇠✓� �⌘  ⌃� �⌘��↵ 

↵⌥�⌘�⇧�  ⇣ ↵⌅⌦�  ⇣⌘⌅⌦⌥� .

Kogda syestra uchila inostrannyi yazyk, povsyudu 

byli priklyeyeny naklyeyki s novymi slovami. 
"When sister was learning a foreign language, 
there were stickers with new words everywhere."

'⌦⌥✓◆�� ⌃� $⌘⌅⇣◆ ⌅⇤��↵ ⇤◆   ⌦��↵�⇤◆ 

⌦⇣� ⌃⌅✓⌥��  ⌃� ⇢⌘⌥$�↵↵� ⇢⌅⇣⇤��.

Svad 'bu prishlos ' otmyenit ' i vyernut ' vsye 

podarki priglashyennym gostyam. 
"The wedding had to be cancelled and we had to 
return all presents to the guests."

( ✓⌅⌘⌧�↵ ⌦��↵�⇤◆ ��� ✓�↵◆⇢  ⌦ 

⌃�⇤↵ ��.

Ya dolzhen vernut' emu den'gi v pyatnitsu. 
"I have to give him his money back on Friday."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

������� ...("Return") 
This verb means "to return" something and is used with the noun in the accusative case. 

For Example: 

1. ������� �	
� 
"return a key"

2. � 
����	� 
��� ���� ������. 
"I returned the skirt to my sister."
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You can't use it to talk about yourself as in, "to return home." In that case you would need the 
reflexive verb ��������	. 

�������	 ��
�� would mean "to come back home." 

For Example: 

1. ����� �� 
�������� �����? 
"When will you come back home?"

�	�
�����
 ... ("Ask for...," "Contact") 
The verb ���������� is a quite formal version of the word "to ask." And with the preposition 
��... 
 
For Example: 

1. ���������� �� ������
 
"to ask for help"

2. ���������� � ����� �� ���������� 
"ask the family for support"

It also can be translated as "to contact." 

For Example: 

1. ���������� 
  ���� ��������� 
"to contact a support center"

2. ���������� 
 ���� ���	���� 
"to contact a city hall"

�����... 
This preposition is used in many useful expressions and can be translated as "every other" 

For Example: 

1. ����� ��� 
"every other time"
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2. ����� ����	
 
"every other week"

3. ����� ��� 
"every other year"

The noun that follows ����� is used in the accusative case. 
The second meaning might be translated as "through." 

For Example: 

1. � ����	  !�� ��
���� ����� ����. 
"I learnt about this news through him."

2. � ������	�� �� ������ ����� �������
� �� �������������
�. 
"I found a job through the recruitment agency."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Adjectives in the Genitive Case 

 
���  �������� ���� 
"There is no Russian menu." 

 

In the previous lesson we went over the adjectives in the accusative case. In this lesson, we 
will do the same but in the genitive case. 

Again, to talk about adjectives we need to start with the nouns, as they will define the 
properties of the adjectives. So here is a quick reminder for you: 

The nouns are used in the genitive case in the following situations: 

• If they indicate possession, which is often translated with the preposition "of" in 
English (����� ����� - "a pen of a friend." "Friend" is the possessor, therefore used in 
the genitive case)
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• If they are used after the words: �������  ("to ask"), ��� �� �  ("to want"), 	�
���
 
("to be afraid of"), etc.

• If they come after the phrases "don't have" (� ���� ��� ����� - "I don't have a pen") 
and "there is/are no" (��
 ��� ���� - "there is no water there")

• After the prepositions: ��� ("without"), ��
 ("for"), �� ("from"), ��-�
 ("because of"), 
�����  ("except for"), ������ ("around"), �������� �� ("not far from"), and some 
others.

For Example: 

1. ��"� ��� ��#��� 
"coffee without sugar"

2. ������� �	� ������� 
"a present for a friend"

3. 
��, ����� ���� 
"everyone except for him"

Masculine nouns in the genitive usually end in "-
" or "-
," feminine in "-�" or "-� ," and 
neuter in "-
" or "-
" (just like masculine). 

Adjectives in the Genitive Case

 

Let's take the examples from the dialogue: 

1. ���  �������� ���
 
"There is no Russian menu."

2.  ���� ��#�������� ��������� 
"A tech support center." (literally, a center of technical support)

Let's take a look at the properties of the nouns: 
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1. ���
 ("menu") - neuter, singular

2. ��������� ("support") - feminine, singular

Adjectives that describe these nouns, "Russian" and "technical," must agree with the nouns in 
gender, number, and case. Adjectives in the genitive usually end in: 

1.
masculine and neuter - "-���," "���"

2.
feminine - "��"

3.
plural - "��," "��"

Therefore, the adjectives that describe the nouns in the dialogue, ������� and ��#��������, 
become �������� and ��#�������� after applying the genitive rules. 

Below is the comparative table of the examples with the nouns. 

Nominative Case Genitive Case

Masculine �����
�� ��	�
�� �����
��� ��	�
���

Feminine ��#�������� ��������� ��#�������� ���������

Neuter ������� ���
 �������� ���


Here are some more examples of the phrases in the genitive case. 

For Example: 

1. ��� ������ �������� ����� 
"She is afraid of her older brother."

2. ��� ����	��� ��  ��	����� ����� 
"A house not far from a big park."

3. $��� %������� ��� ������ 
�������� 
"Birthday without a noisy party."
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4. � ������� ��� ����� 	���� 
"There is no bright lamp in the room."

5. &�
���� �	� ��	�����# ����� 
"Breakfast for little kids."

6. ' ���� ��� #�����# ������ 
"He doesn't have good friends."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Russian Return Policies

 

Returning defective goods and getting a reimbursement is a tricky business in Russia. You 
need to follow several rules to be successful at this. First, you need a receipt of course. Some 
shopkeepers "forget" to give you one so make sure you don't forget to get it. You can ask for a 
copy of a "receipt," which is called myagkiy check in Russian. Then when you go to get a 
reimbursement, be confident and explain what you need. Try to complete everything in one 
day because if you don't, the next time it will be like starting everything all over again. 



LESSON NOTES

Intermediate S1 #6
On the Move in Russia 

CONTENTS 

2 Russian
2 Romanization
3 English
3 Vocabulary
4 Sample Sentences
5 Vocabulary Phrase Usage
6 Grammar
9 Cultural Insight

# 6 

COPYRIGHT © 2013 INNOVATIVE LANGUAGE LEARNING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



RUS S I ANPOD101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #6  - ON THE MOVE I N RUS S I A 2

RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅: ⌅ ⇧⌃⌥� ⌦ ↵���⇧ �✏⌃� ↵ ⇣⌘↵⌥⌦✓� ⇧� ↵◆⌃⇣�⌥⌦ ◆ ⇧↵⌃� ✏↵��⌘↵� 
� ��↵✏⌦ ◆�⌫↵⌥✏�. ⇠⌦⇡�� ⇢ �⌫↵ ⇣⌘↵⌥⌦�⌧�?

2. �� !: ⌅ ◆"↵⌘↵ #�$✓⌦%, ⇣↵&↵�# � '↵⇡# ⇣⌘↵⌥⌦� ✏�"↵↵⌘⇢� ⇧�(⌃ 
⇣�⌘�⌥ ↵��$⌥↵�.

3. �⇥⇤⌅: ⇥ ⇡↵ �(� ⇢ '↵⇡�⌧� ⇣⌘↵⌥⌦�?

4. �� !: )⌃"⌘↵⇧↵ ✏↵⇧#% ⇣�⇡�, '↵ ↵⌥⌃ �✏⌃", ⇣↵◆#⌥#, ⇣⇢ �◆↵◆...

5. �⇥⇤⌅: * �↵�� ↵�(�✓⌃⌃⌃ ⇣�⌘�⌥ ⇧'↵⌥↵� ↵✓� �◆� ⌥↵◆"⌦ ↵���⇧ �✏⌃+. 
,↵⇡�⌧�, ⇣↵⇧�◆⌃� ⇧↵� ↵���⇧ �✏⌃� ⌦� ↵✓�?

6. �� !: �↵✏�⇡✏↵, ◆⇣⌦◆⌃�↵! ⇥ ⇢ ✏� '↵⇡�⌧� # ��✏� ⇡↵-✏⌃�#⌥� "#⇣⌃�? 
 ⌥⌦� ↵⇡�✏� ⌥�⌧�⇧↵!

ROMANIZATION

1. KATYA: Ya videla ob ' yavleniye o prodazhe velosipeda s tvoim nomerom 
telefona segodnya. Zachem ty yego prodayosh '?

2. DZHON: Ya skoro uyezzhayu, poetomu ya hochu prodat ' nekotoriye veschi 
pered ot ' yezdom.

3. KATYA: A chto yeschyo ty hochesh ' prodat '?

4. DZHON: Mikrovolnovuyu pech ', holodil 'nik, posudu, pilesos...

CONT'D OVER
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5. KATYA: V moyom obschezhitii peryed vhodom tozhe yest ' doska ob ' 
yavlyeniy. Hochesh ', povesim tvoyo ob ' yavleniye tam tozhe?

6. DZHON: Konechno, spasibo! A ty ne hochesh ' u menya chto-nibud ' kupit '? 
Otdam ochen ' dyoshevo!

ENGLISH

1. KATYA: I saw an ad for a bicycle sale with your phone number on it today. 
Why are you selling it?

2. JOHN: I'm leaving soon, so I want to sell some things before I go.

3. KATYA: What else do you want to sell?

4. JOHN: Microwave oven, refrigerator, china, vacuum cleaner...

5. KATYA: In front of the entrance to my dorm, there is also a bulletin board. If 
you want, we can put your ad there, too.

6. JOHN: Of course, thank you! And don't you want to buy anything from me? 
I'll give it to you for very cheap!

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

⌥�⌧�⇧↵ dyoshevo cheap adverb none

)⌃"⌘↵⇧↵ ✏↵⇧⌦� 
⇣�⇡�

mikrovolnovaya 
pech’ microwave oven phrase feminine

-⇢ �◆↵◆ pylesos vacuum cleaner noun masculine
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-↵⇧�◆⌃� povesit’ hang, put out verb none

 ��$⌥ ot’ezd departure noun masculine

,↵ ↵⌥⌃ �✏⌃" holodil’nik refrigerator noun masculine

-⌘↵⌥⌦✓⌦ prodazha selling,sale noun

-↵◆#⌥⌦ posuda
dishes, pans, 

silverware noun feminine

 ���⇧ �✏⌃� ob’yavleniye

advertisement, 
notice, 

announcement
noun neuter

�↵◆"⌦ 
↵���⇧ �✏⌃+

doska 
ob’yavleniy notice board noun feminine

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�⇥⇤⇥⌅⇧ – ⌃⇥ ⌥⌃� ⌦↵ �� ⇥�↵⌅⇥⌃⌃⇧.
Dyeshyevo – nye znachit kachyestvyenno. 
"Cheap doesn't mean good quality."

�� �✏⇣⌃⇥ ⌘✓◆⇧ �⇧�⇧⇣⇧⌥⌫�⌦ ⌅�⇥⇠�� 
�⇧⇡⌃⇧ ⌃�↵⌦ �⌦�⇢⇧⌅⇧⌘⌃⇧⌅✏✓ �⇥ ⌧, ↵�� 
��� � �⇧�⇧�⌧✓ ⌃⇥⇥ �⇧⇡⌃⇧ ◆��↵⇢⇧ 
⇢�⌥⇧⇠⇢⇥↵⌧ ⇥�✏.
Na kuhnye lyuboy domohozyayki vsyegda 

mozhno nayti mikrovolnovuyu pyech ', tak kak s 

pomosch 'yu nyeye mozhno bystro razogryet ' 

yedu. 
"In every housewife's  kitchen you can find a 
microwave oven because you can warm really 
quickly."

� �⇧�⇧�⌧✓ ⌃⇥�⇧↵⇧⇢�⇣ ⌅⌦�⇧⌅ 
��⌘⇥�⇧�⇧⌅ �⇧⇡⌃⇧ ��↵⌧ ⇧�⌃�.
S pomosch 'yu nyekotoryh vidov pylyesosov 

mozhno myt ' okna. 
"You can wash the windows with some kinds of 
vacuum-cleaners."

 ⇧⌅⇥�⌧, �⇧⇡�⌘✏�↵�, ⌅��↵⌦⇢�⌃⌃⇧⇥ 
◆⇥⌘⌧⇥ ⌃� ◆�⌘�⇧⌃.
Povyes ', pozhaluysta, vystirannoye byel 'ye na 

balkon. 
"Please hang this washed clothes on the 
balcony."
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!��⇧⌅� �⇢⌦ ⌦⌃� ⌦⇣ �⇢⇧ ⌃⇧⇠⇧ ⇧↵"⇥⌥�� 
⌦⌥ �↵⇢�⌃�?
Kakova prichina ih srochnogo ot ' yezda iz 

strany? 
"What is the reason of their urgent departure?"

!��⌦⇥ �⇢⇧�✏�↵� ⌅�⇥⇠�� ⇥�↵⌧ ⌅ ⌅�⇤⇥� 
⇣⇧⌘⇧�⌦⌘⌧⌃⌦�⇥?
Kakiye produkty vsegda yest' v vashem 

kholodil'nike? 
"What products are always in your refrigerator?"

!�� ↵� ⇡⌦⌅⇥⇤⌧ ◆⇥⌥ ⇣⇧⌘⇧�⌦⌘⌧⌃⌦��? # 
�⌦↵�✓�⌧  ⇢⇥�↵⇧⇢�⌃�⇣.
Kak ty zhivyesh ' byez holodil 'nika? Ya pitayus '  

ryestoranah. 
"How come you live without a fridge? I eat in the 
restaurants."

�⌘⌫ ⌦⇣ �⇥�⌧⌦ �⇢⇧��⇡� �⇧�� �↵�⌘� 
�⇢⇧◆⌘⇥�⇧ ⌦⌥-⌥� ⌃⇥�⇢�⌅⌦⌘⌧⌃⇧⇠⇧ 
⇧$⇧⇢�⌘⇥⌃⌦⌫ �⇧�✏�⇥⌃↵⇧⌅.
Dlya ih syem 'i prodazha doma stala problyemoy 

iz-za nyepravil 'nogo oformlyeniya dokumyentov. 
"The sale of the house became a problem for 
their family due to the wrong paperwork."

!⇧⇠�� �⇧⇧◆⇥��⇥⇤⌧, �⇧�⇧ ⌥� �⇧◆⇧ 
�⇧�✏�✏, �⇧⇡�⌘✏�↵�!
Kogda poobyedayesh ', pomoy za soboy posudu, 

pozhaluysta! 
"When you finish your lunch please do your 
dishes."

% ⇠�⌥⇥↵�⇣  ⌅�⇥⇠�� ⇥�↵⌧ ��⇥&⌦�⌘⌧⌃�⇥ 
�↵⇢�⌃⌦&� � ⇧◆"⌫⌅⌘⇥⌃⌦⌫�⌦.
V gazyetah  vsyegda yest ' spyetsial 'nyye 

stranitsy s ob ' yavlyeniyami. 
"In the newspapers there are always special 
pages with announcements."

% ⌦⌃↵⇥⇢⌃⇥↵⇥ �⇧⌫⌅⌦⌘⌦�⌧ ��↵� � �⇧����⌦ ⇧◆"⌫⌅⌘⇥⌃⌦ ⇧◆ �⇢⇥⌃�⇥ ⇡⌦⌘⌧⌫.
V intyernyetye poyavilis ' sayty s doskami ob ' yavlyeniy ob aryendye zhil 'ya. 
"Some notice boards with rent apartments appeared on the internet."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

��������	� ... "notice , announcmement" 

��
� ��������	�..."Notice board, ad board" 
The word ��������	�   means "an advertisement," "a notice," or "an announcement."It can 
mean both a written ad and a vocal announcement, like in airports. 

For Example: 
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1. �������� �	
��
���� 
"Write an ad"

2. ��������� �	
��
���� 
"Read an ad"

The frequent set phrase is ����� ����	
��
�, which means "a notice board" or "an ad 
board." These are two nouns: ����� ("board") in nominative case and �	
��
���� in 
genitive and plural. So literally, it is an announcements' board. It's usually a simple wooden 
board you stick or pin your ads to. 

For Example: 

1. �������� �	
��
���� �� ����� �	
��
����. 
"Put out an ad on the ad board."

�����	�� ...("To put out...") 
This word can be translated as "put out" as in the following examples: 

1. �������� �	
��
���� 
"Put out a notice."

2. �������� ������� 
"Put out a sign."

Or it can be translated as "hang" something on something. In this case it is used with the 
preposition �� and a noun in a genitive case. 

For Example: 

1. �������� ������ �� ����
��. 
"Hang a suit on a hanger."

2. �������� ������� �� ���. 
"Hang (put on) a chain on the neck."

GRAMMAR
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The Focus of This Lesson is Accusative, Genitive, and Instrumental Cases 

 
� �	���� ��������	�  � �������  �����	���� � � ��	� ������� � ������� 
�������. 
"I saw an ad for a bicycle sale with your phone number on it today."
 

In the previous lessons we reviewed genitive and accusative cases. Were you able to identify 
them in the dialogue? 

Here are the phrases that are used in the accusative: 

• ������� ��������� 	��
—to sell some things, items, where "some items" are used 
in the accusative.

• ������� �
���	�
��	�� ����, ��
��

��
�, ������, ��
���� - same thing, all 
this "items for sale" are used in the accusative.

• �������� ����	
��
�—to "hang" an ad.

...and the phrases that are used in the genitive, the "of" case: 

• ������� 	�
��
����—sale of a bicycle ("a bicycle sale")

• ����� ����	
��
�—a board of ads ("an ad board")

We also came across the phrases in the instrumental case, which we will talk about a little 
more now. 

There are three main situations where we use the instrumental: 

• First, when we talk about how things are done and translate it into English with the 
prepositions "by" or "with."
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For Example: 

1. ����� �	������� 
"to go by car"

2. ���� ����� � ��
��� 
"to eat with knife and fork"

• Second, when we talk about togetherness and use the preposition c ("with").

For Example: 

1. � � ������ 
"my friend and I" (literally, "I with my friend")

2. ��� � ������� 
"tea with sugar"

• Third, when we use the prepositions c ("with"), ���  ("above"), ���  ("under"), ����� 
("between"), �����  ("in front of," "before"), and �� ("behind").

For Example: 

1. ����� ��� ���
�� 
"a bag under the table" (���
�� is ���
  used in the instrumental as it came after the 
preposition ���.)

2. ��������� �� ����� 
"a stop behind the house" (����� is ��� used in the instrumental as it came after the 
preposition ��.)

Now, the phrases from the Dialogue: 

1. � ������� ��
����� ("with a phone number")
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2. ����� �������� ("before departure")

3. ����� 	����� ("in front of the entrance")

The phrase � ������� ��
����� is interesting because it combines two cases in it—
instrumental and genitive. Let's see why. 

The word ������� comes from the word ����� and is put into the instrumental because it 
goes after the preposition c. So ����� becomes �������. 

But the word ��
����� (originally ��
����) is genitive because it falls under the rules of 
the "of" case - "the number of the phone." 

The phrases ����� ��
����� and ����� ������ are instrumental because we have the 
preposition �����. 

Let's review how to form the instrumental case. 

1. Most masculine nouns change their endings into -��.

2. Most feminine nouns change their endings into -��.

3. Neuter nouns just need an additional -� in the end.

4. Plural nouns usually end in ��	 or ��	.

Here are some more examples: 

1.   ���� �� ���� ������� 
"I go to the country house by train."

2. !�� ������ ���"��� ����
�� 
"She feeds a kitten with milk."

3. !�� �� ���� � �������
 
"She's at the country house with her friends."

CULTURAL INSIGHT
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Classified Ads in Russia 

 

Many people use announcement or ad boards and newspaper ads to sell everything—from 
furniture that they don't need anymore to their cars and apartments. You can publish some 
ads, like selling furniture or books for free. Some newspapers offer to publish your ad for 
several weeks in a row and for free. For your safety police advise not to put your home 
address or home telephone number in the ad, just your name and your cell phone number. 
The ad about selling something usually starts with the word "Sell" (������) and ends with 
"Ask for..." (#�������...). 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤: ⌅⇧⌃⌥� ,  ⌦ ↵� �↵���✏, ⇣�⇣ ⌘↵� ✓↵◆ ✏ ⇣⌥�⇧ ⌃⇧ ⌥ ��✓⇣⌥�?

2. ⌫⇠⇡⇢: ⌫�⌃ ⌧���  ✓ ���◆⌥��↵⌃◆⌘⌃,  �⌘ ⌃  ⌘⌃��⌃�↵⌦. ⇠ ⇣�⇣! 
⇣⌥�⇧ ⌃⇧  ⌦ ⌃"��✏?

3. �⇥⇤: ⇢  �# ✓↵◆ ✏ $⌥ ⇣�⌘↵� ↵!, ✓  �⇧��⌃⌘ ⇧�⌘�↵ �⌘, ↵�$���⇣� �  
%�↵ ⇧� ⌃ ⌥���� ⌘� ⇧�.

4. ⌫⇠⇡⇢: ⇠ ✓⇣��✏⇣�  ⌦ �� ↵�& ⌧� �⌥ ��� ⌃ ✏?

5. �⇥⇤: ⇤... $����⇧�⌥ 400 ⌥ ⌘�✓◆%.

6. ⌫⇠⇡⇢: ' ��✓⇣⌥�? ( ⇧�⌘�↵ �⌘, ⌥ %�↵ ⇧� ⌃  ⌘� ⇧�? ⇡�⌧$�  ��✏⇣� ⌧�� 
⇣�⌘↵� ⌦  ⇣�⇣�)-↵⌃�$✏ ����⇣⌃, ���  ��� � ⌃  ���*�↵�, 
�� � ✓  �⇧�⇣�↵�⌘⌃ ⌃ ���✏�⌃⌘⌃ �⇧����⌘�⌘⌃!

ROMANIZATION

1. BEN: Privet, ty ne znayesh ', kak mne snyat ' kvartiru v Moskve?

2. KATYA: Kupi gazetu s ob ' yavleniyami, tam ih milliony. A kakuyu kvartiru ty 
ischesh '?

3. BEN: Ya hochu snyat ' dvuhkomnatnuyu, s horoshim remontom, nedaleko 
ot tsentra i vozle metro.

4. KATYA: A skol 'ko ty za neyo gotov platit '?

5. BEN: Nu... dollarov 400 v mesyats.

CONT'D OVER
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6. KATYA: V Moskve? S remontom, v tsentre i u metro? Togda tol 'ko ugol 
komnaty u kakoy-nibud ' babushki, bez tualeta i telefona, zato s 
tarakanami i bol 'shimi problemami!

ENGLISH

1. BEN: Hi, do you by chance know how I can rent an apartment in Moscow?

2. KATYA: Get a newspaper with ads, there are millions of them there. What 
kind of apartment are you looking for?

3. BEN: I want to rent a one-bedroom apartment, remodeled, not far from 
downtown, and close to the subway.

4. KATYA: And how much are you willing to pay for it?

5. BEN: Well... About four hundred dollars per month.

6. KATYA: In Moscow? Remodeled, close to downtown, and the subway? All 
you can afford for this money is a corner of a room at some 
grandma's, with no telephone or toilet, but with cockroaches and a 
lot of problems!

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

+� � zato
but, but then 

again conjunction none

,��� � gazeta
newspaper, 
magazine noun feminine
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-�⌘�↵ remont remodeling noun masculine

.⌧�� ugol corner noun masculine

 �⇧�⇣�↵ tarakan cockroach noun masculine

/⌥ ⇣�⌘↵� ↵�◆
dvuhkomnatnay

a
two room 
apartment adjective feminine

0✓⇣� ✏ iskat’ look for verb none

(↵◆ ✏ snyat’ to rent verb none

⇤�$���⇣� � … nedaleko ot… not far from preposition none

,� �⌥ gotov willing to, ready adjective masculine

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�⇥ ⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥ �⇧ ⇥ ⇧ ⌦↵⌥�� �⌦⌅⌦✏�⌦,  �⇥⇣⌦ 
 ⌦⌘�⌦ ✓⇥⇣⇥⇣�◆ �⇥ ✓⌦��✓⇥� �⇥ 
◆⇣⇥✏⇧⌦�⌥.
Na ulitsye zima i ochyen ' holodno,  zato mozhno 
katat 'sya na kon 'kah na stadionye. 
"It is winter and very cold, but you can skate at 
the stadium."

�⌘⌥ �⇥�⇣⌫⇥ � ⇤⇣⌫⌥��⌥  �⌦ ⌥⌫⌥ ⇠⇥�⌥⇣⇡ 
⇢⌦�⇣◆ ⇢⌦✏⌫⌦��⌦◆⇣⇧ ⌧⇣⌦⇠⌦ 
⇢⌫⌦⇧◆�⌥◆⇣�⇧.
Uzhye zavtra v utryennyem nomyerye gazyety 
poyavyatsya podrobnosti etogo proisshyestviya. 
"Tomorrow there will be details of this event in the 
morning newspapers."

�⌥ ⌦�⇣  ⇤�⌥ ⌦✓⌦�↵⌥� ⇧ �⇥ 
◆⌅⌥✏⇤� ⌥! �⌥✏⌥⌅⌥ ◆⌦◆⇣⌦⇧⇣◆ 
⌦⇣✓⌫⇡⇣⇧⌥.
Ryemont muzyeya okonchyen i na 
slyeduyuschyey nyedyelye sostoitsya otkrytiye. 
"The museum's remodeling is over and there will 
be an opening next week."

"⇤✏⌥�� �⇥⌅⌦�⇥⇣�◆, ⇢⌦◆⇣⇥�⌅� ⇣⌥� � 
⇤⇠⌦⌅!
Budyesh ' balovat 'sya, postavlyu tyebya v ugol! 
"If you are naughty, you are going to time-out."



RUS S I ANPOD101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #7 - LOOKI NG FOR THE PERFECT RUS S I AN APARTMENT 5

# �⇡ ⇤ ⌥⌫⌅⇥ ⌦⇣ ◆⇣⌫⇥�⇥, ⌥◆⌅⇧ ⇤�⇧✏⌥⌅⇥ 
�⇡ ⇣⇥⌫⇥✓⇥�⇥ � ⌫⌥◆⇣⌦⌫⇥�⌥.
Ya by umyerla ot straha, yesli uvidyela by 
tarakana v ryestoranye. 
"If I had seen such a huge cockroach, I would 
have died."

$ ✏⌥⇣◆⇣�⌥  ⇡ ⌘⇧⌅⇧ � ✏�⇤�✓⌦ �⇥⇣�⌦! 
✓�⇥⌫⇣⇧⌫⌥.
V dyetstvye my zhili v dvuhkomnatnoy kvartirye. 
"When we were children, we used to live in a two-
bedroom apartment."

%⌥⌫⌥◆⇣⇥�� ⇧◆✓⇥⇣� ◆�⌦⇧ �⌦◆✓⇧,  ⇧� 
�⇡✓⇧�⇤⌅⇥ �  ⇤◆⌦⌫.
Pyeryestan ' iskat ' svoi noski, ya ih vykinula v 
musor. 
"Stop looking for your socks, I have thrown them 
away."

&✏⌥   ⌦⇠⇤ ◆�⇣� ✓⌦ �⇥⇣⇤?
Gde ya mogu snyat' komnatu? 
"Where can I rent a room?"

'⇣⌦�⇡ ◆�⇣� ✓⌦ �⇥⇣⇤ ⇧⌅⇧ ✓�⇥⌫⇣⇧⌫⇤, 
�⇤⌘�⌦ ⌦�⌫⇥⇣⇧⇣�◆ � ⇥⇠⌥�⇣◆⇣�⌦ 
�⌥✏�⇧⌘⇧ ⌦◆⇣⇧.
Chtoby snyat ' komnatu ili kvartiru, nuzhno obratit 
'sya v agyentstvo nyedvizhimosti. 
"To rent a room or an apartment you need to 
goto the real estate agency."

"⇧�⌅⇧⌦⇣⌥✓⇥ �⇥�⌦✏⇧⇣◆ �⌥✏⇥⌅⌥✓⌦ ⌦⇣ 
◆⇣⇥�⌃⇧⇧  ⌥⇣⌫⌦.
Bibliotyeka nahoditsya nyedalyeko ot stantsii 
myetro. 
"The library is located not far from the subway 
station."

%⇧⌫⌦⇠ ◆ �⌅⌦✓⇥ ⇧ ⇠⌦⇣⌦�,  ⌦⌘�⌦ �⇥✓⌫⇡�⇥⇣� �⇥ ◆⇣⌦⌅.
Pirog s yablokami gotov, mozhno nakryvat ' na stol. 
"Apple pie is ready, let's set the table."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

����� ... ("Rent...take off...") 
There are several meanings of this verb. 

1. One of the most common is "to take off," as in "to take off a coat" (����� ������).

2. In this lesson's context it means "to rent." We can use this word only for apartments, 
houses, or hotel rooms.
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For Example: 

1. ��	�� 
����
�� 
"to rent an apartment"

2. ��	�� ����� � ����� 
"to rent a hotel room"

3. ��	�� 
������ 
"to rent a room"

And it works for other living spaces. 

�����... ("Be Ready ...") 
����� is the short version of the adjective 	����
�, which means "ready." In our context it 
can also be translated as "willing to". 
As you can remember from the rules about short adjectives, they only differ by one letter in the 
feminine gender. So for a girl it would be 	����a. 
There are examples of this word in both contexts. 

For Example: 

1. �� ����� � �������. ("He's ready for the meeting.") 
��� ������ 
� �����. ("She is ready for everything.")

2. ��� ������ ��������� � �
�
�� ���
 ����. ("She's willing to move to Siberia for 
him.") 
�� ����� ��
�	�� ��� ���������
�. ("He is willing to accept the offer.")

	
��

�� �� ... 
This preposition means "not far from" and is used with the nouns in genitive case. 
 
For Example: 

1. ������
� ��  ��
����
���� 
"Not far from the university."
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2. � �
�� ������
� �� ���
� ����
��� 
"I live not far from the Gorky Park."

Another similar expression is ��
�� ("near" or "close to") 
It is also used with the nouns in the genitive case. 

For Example: 

1. � �
�� ����� ���	. 
"I sit near you."

2. ��  �!
� �����
��	 ����� "�����  ���#��
. 
"My office is located close to the Red Square."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Sentence K�� ��
  ("How can I...?") 

 
����
� , �� �
  ���
�� , ��� ��
  �����  �������� � �����
? 
"Hi, do you by chance know how I can rent an apartment in Moscow?"
 

This phrase is a colloquial version of ��� � ����, or to be more exact, ��� ��
  ����� 
("How can I," "How is it possible to me"), where ����� is simply dropped. 

Compare: 

1. 
�
 	 ���� �� �
/��� ����� �� �
 �

���	? ("How can I find Nikolai?")

2. 
�
 ��� �� �
 �

���	? ("How can I find Nikolai?")

Both phrases mean the same thing; the only difference is that ��� ��� is much more common 
and colloquial. 

Prepositions 
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The good thing about Russian prepositions is that everyone is associated with a case. So if 
you learn which prepositions take which cases, you won't have any problems using them with 
nouns. 

In the lesson we came across six prepositions that take different cases. 

For Example: 

1. �
��

�� ��   
"not far from" (genitive)

2. ���

   
"close to" (genitive)

3. �
�  
"without" (genitive)

4. �  
"with" (instrumental)

5. � 
"in" (prepositional)

6. �  
"by," "next to," "close to" (genitive)

A noun that comes after a preposition must always be in the case that preposition requires. 
 The prepositions that take the genitive case are the most common. In our dialogue we heard 
four. 

For Example: 

1. �
��

�� ��   
"not far from"

2. ���

   
"close to
"
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3. �
�  "without
"

4. �  
"by," "next to," "close to"

Used after prepositions, the genitive case is mainly associated with two meanings: closeness 
and negation. �������� ��, ��
��, and � represent closeness, while �
� represents 
negation. 
 Now that we know to use the genitive after these prepositions, we can build phrases. 

For Example: 

1. ������
� ��  �����
�� 
"not far from the store" (�����
� in genitive)

2. $���� ���	�

 
"near the parking lot" (������� in genitive)

3. % ���	 
"by the sea" (���� in genitive)

4. &�� �������� 
"without (any) questions" (������
 in genitive)

The prepositions c and � take the instrumental and prepositional cases, respectively. 
 For Example: 

1. "�!� � ����
�� 
"coffee with milk" (����
� in instrumental)

2. � � ������
�  
"me and my friend" (������
� in instrumental)

3. $ 
������ 
"in the room" (
������ in prepositional)
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4. $ ���� 
"in the house" (��� in prepositional)

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Renting an Apartment in Russia 

 

Just like in the rest of the world, if you have enough money it is not a problem to rent a nice 
apartment anywhere in Russia. It's a little more difficult if you are on a budget. A lot of students 
rent rooms from Russian families, mostly from elderly people who are retired and are in need 
of money. The reality of living in such families might not always be pleasant. The apartments 
are usually in bad condition and can become quite frustrating after a while. Nevertheless, it's 
a cheap way of getting by in Russia. If you need to rent an apartment or a room very fast for 
any period of time without a contract, the best way to do it would be at the railway stations 
where many people stay with the signs or simply come up to you with a rental offer. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅: ⇧⌃ ⌥�  ⌦↵� � �✏�⇣⌘, ✓⌥�◆ ⌃ �⌦� ⌫⇠ ↵⌦⇣⌥↵◆⇠?

2. ⇡⌅⇢�⌧: ⇤ ... �⇣◆�⇣⌘ �⇣ �⌦   ⇣⌘! �⌦ ⌦✓⌦"�◆"✏⌘ ⇣�⌦✓◆ ↵⌦�◆�✏ 
�⌦✓⌥  "⌦� � ⌥"✏� �⇣✏ ⌃...

3. �⇥⇤⌅: ⇢◆, ✏  ⇣�✏ ⌃ "  � ⌫✏⌫⇠ �  � "✏    ⇣⌘!◆,  #  "⌥�"⌦ #⌥�  
��◆⇠ �⌦ ⇣� �⌥$% �⌦ �⌦�◆.

4. ⇡⌅⇢�⌧: ⇢◆, ↵�✏�&⇣⌘ �⌦� �◆#⌦◆⇠... ⇤⌥�"⌦ ⇣�⌦�"⌦ �⌦-⌦ � �◆⇠. ��✏ 
⌦↵� � �⌘⇠⇣⌘ ⇣ ⌥"✏� �⇣✏ ⌦ , ✏�✏ ✏⇣✓◆⇠ �◆#⌦⌥!

ROMANIZATION

1. LENA: Ty uzhe opredelilsya, kuda ty hochesh ' postupat '?

2. VADIM: Net... Ostalsya vsego mesyats do okonchaniya sroka podachi 
dokumentov v universitety...

3. LENA: Da, i yesli ty ne reshish ' v techeniye mesyatsa, tebe nuzhno budet 
zhdat ' do sleduyuschego goda.

4. VADIM: Da, pridyotsya god rabotat '... Nuzhno srochno chto-to delat '. Ili 
opredelyat 'sya s universitetom, ili iskat ' rabotu!

ENGLISH

1. LENA: Have you decided on what you want to study yet?

CONT'D OVER
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2. VADIM: No...There's only one month left until the last day of application to 
the universities...

3. LENA: Yes, and if you don't decide within a month, you will have to wait 
until the next year.

4. VADIM: Yes, I'll have to work for a year...I have to do something urgently. 
Either to decide on the school, or look for a job!

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

'�✏(✏⇣⇠ priytis’
have to, have 
no choice but verb none

⇡⇣ �⌦ vsego in total, only adverb none

'⌦�◆�◆ podacha application noun feminine

⇡  � "✏ v techeniye during, within conjuction none

⇣�⌦�"⌦ srochno
urgentrly, right 

away adverb none

�⇣◆⇠⇣⌘ ostat’sya be left out verb none

�✓⌦"�◆"✏ okonchaniye ending noun neuter

'⌦⇣⌥↵◆⇠ postupat’ get enrolled in verb none

)�⌦✓ srok
time limit, time 

frame noun masculine

�↵� � �✏⇠⇣⌘ opredelit’sya
make up one's 

mind verb none

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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�⇥⇤ ⌅⇧⌃⌥� ⌦↵ ��⇥�↵ 4 ✏⇥⌦⇥ ⇣  ✏⌘⇧⌘�⌃ 
✓⇥ ⇥⇣� ◆⇧⇥ ⇤ �⌘�⌘⇣⌘���⌘⌫.
Nam prishlos ' zhdat ' 4 chasa v ochyeryedi za 

avtografom tyelyevyeduschyey. 
"We had to wait 4 hours in the line to get an 
autograph of a famous TV anchor."

⇠⇡ ✓⇥⌅�⇥�⌃�⌃ ⇣⌦⌘◆  35 ⌘⇣⇧  ✓⇥ 
  ⇧⇤�⌘⇢⌃⌘ ⇣⌃✓⇡.
My zaplatili vsyego 35 yevro za oformlyeniye vizy. 
"We paid for visa only 35 euros in total."

� �⇥✏⇥ � ⌧�⇤⌘⇢� ⇣  ⌦��⌘⌦�⇣��⌘�⌦� 
� �↵⌧  ��⇧ ⇤.
Podacha dokumyentov osuschyestvlyayetsya tol 

'ko utrom. 
"Documents' application takes place only in the 
morning."

�⇥⇤ ⇢⌘ �  �⌃⇤  ⌅⇧⌃⌫�⌃ ✓⇥ ⌦⌅⇧⇥⇣⌧ ⌫ ⇣ 
�⌘✏⌘⇢⌃e �⇢�.
Vam nyeobhodimo priyti za spravkoy v tyechyenie 

dnya. 
"You need to come for your paper during the 
day."

⇠⇢⌘ ⇢��⇢  ⌦⇧ ✏⇢  ⇣⌘⇧⇢��↵⌦� � ⇤ ⌫.
Mnye nuzhno srochno vyernut 'sya domoy. 
"I have to get back home urgently."

!  ⌦�⇥�⌦� � ⇤⇥  �⌃⇢.
Ya ostalsya doma odin. 
"I was left home alone."

� ⌦�⌘  ⌧ ⇢✏⇥⇢⌃� ⌧�⇧⌦⇥ ⌅  
� ⇧⌃⌦�⌃⌧⌘, ⇣⌦⌘⇤ ⇣⇡�⇥�⌃ 
⌦⌘⇧�⌃⌃⌧⇥�⇡.
Poslye okonchaniya kursa po floristikye, vsyem 

vydali syertifikaty. 
"After completion of a floral arrangement course 
everyone got a certificate."

"� �⇡ ⌅ ⌦��⌅⌃�↵ ⇣ ⇤⌘�⌃#⌃⇢⌦⌧⌃⌫ 
�⇢⌃⇣⌘⇧⌦⌃�⌘�, ⇢⌘ �  �⌃⇤⇡  ��⌃✏⇢⇡⌘ 
✓⇢⇥⇢⌃�  ⌃⇤⌃⌃.
Chtoby postupit ' v myeditsinskiy univyersityet, 

nyeobhodimy otlichnyye znaniya himii. 
"To enter the medical school, one needs 
excellent knowledge of chemistry."

�⇡ � ��⇢⇡ ⌅ �⇥�↵ ✓⇥�⇣�⌘⇢⌃⌘ ⇣ ⌦⇧ ⌧ 
�  15 ⌦⌘⇢���⇧�.
Vy dolzhny podat ' zayavlyeniye v srok do 15 

syentyabrya. 
"You must apply on time by September 15th."

⇠⇡ ⇢⌃⌧⇥⌧ ⇢⌘ ⇤ ◆�⌃  ⌅⇧⌘�⌘�⌃�↵⌦�, 
⌧⇥⌧ ⌫ ⇥��⇧⇥⌧#⌃ ⇢ ⇣⇡�⇧⇥�↵ ⇣ ⌅⇥⇧⌧⌘ 
⇧⇥✓⇣�⌘✏⌘⇢⌃⌫.
My nikak nye mogli opryedyelit 'sya, kakoy 

attraktsion vybrat ' v parkye razvlyechyeniy. 
"We could not make up our mind which attraction 
to choose in the amusement park."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE
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� � ������ ... 
This expression can be translated as "during" or "within" and refers to a period of time. It is 
relatively formal and can be seen in the newspapers and heard in news programs. 
The noun that follows � ������� is used in the genitive case. 

For Example: 

1. �� 	
���� 
	��� 15 �������
� � ������� ����
�
 �
	� � ������
�����. 
"You must pass fifteen exams during the first year at the university."

2. �� �����	��� �� ������
�
� �������� � ������� ��
�. 
"We were observing the chemical reaction during one hour."

����	... ("Only... in total ...") 
The word �
��
 has two main meanings: 
1) "only" in the meaning of "a very insignificant amount."  
 
For Example:  

��� �
��
 8 ��� , � 
� ��� ������ 
�������� �����. 

He's only eight years old, but he already reads serious books. 

We can add the word 
���  to emphasize that the amount is very little. 

For Example: 

  ���! �
��
 ��"� �!�� ������ � �
"�����. 

I have only five rubles in my wallet. 

2) The second meaning is "in total" and doesn't have any nuance; it is a neutral expression. 
 
For Example: 

� 
����������� ! ��������  �
��
 	��
�� ������. 

In the supermarket I paid two hundred rubles in total. 


�	������ ...("Ending...") 
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The word 
�
������ is a more formal version of �
��� ("the end," "ending," "over"). It is a 
noun that is usually used with other nouns as in the following phrases: 

1. 
�
������ 
���
��� 
"the end of the semester"

2. 
�
������ ����� 
"the end of the book"

3. 
�
������ 
�
�� 
"the end of the term"

The second noun is used in the genitive case. 

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Preposition �	 ("until, till") 

 

���
�� ����	 ����� �	 	�	������ ��	�� �	���� �	������	� � 
��������� ���... 
"There's only one month left until the last day of application to the universities..."
 

This preposition is used mainly in two cases: 

1. When we talk about time.

2. When we talk about distance.

For Example: 

1. 	
 �������� �#� 2 	�! 
"There are still two days until the exam."

2. 	
 �
������ 

���

� �
���
� 
"There's half an hour left till the concert (starts)."
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3. $	��� 	
 �������
���, �
�
� �
������� �����
 
"Go till the intersection then turn left."

4. %�
�	� 	
 

���
��� - 200 ����
� 
 "There are 200 meters from here till the store."

Note that no matter what we talk about, time or distance, the nouns that come after the 
preposition 	
 should be used in the genetive case. 

For Example: 

1. ������� (nominative) - �������� (genitive)

2. �
����� (nom) - �	����� � (gen)

3. �������
�
� (nom) - ����������� (gen)

4. 

���
��� (nom) - 	�� ��	��� (gen)

The word 	�� �� ��� ("to be left") is used very frequently with the preposition �	 and usually 
in the past tense (just like in English "...is left"). This verb undergoes some grammatical 
changes in the following cases: 

1) When we talk about a singular unit of time or length (distance), we modify 

����
! 
according to the gender of the unit. 

For Example: 

1. 

����
� 
	�� ������

2. 

���
! 
	�� ���
����

3. 

���

� 
	�
 �
���
	��

2) When we talk about the units in plural or in general or approximate terms, we usually use 


����
! in the neuter gender. 

For Example: 
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1. 

���

� 10 ���
����
� 
"There are ten kilometers left."

2. 

���

� ����
�
 ������� 
"There's a little time left."

3. 

���

� 20 ����� 
"There are twenty minutes left."

����	 - ������ ��
 

����	 ("it's necessary to") and ������ �� ("there's no other way but to") are two different 
words with two different meanings. The reason we put them together here is their grammatical 
similarity when it comes to the objects (nouns/pronouns) they refer to—they should always be 
put into the dative case. 

For Example: 

1. ���  ����
 �	�� 
"I need to go."

2. ������  ����
 �
��
���� 
"Marina needs to make a phone call."

3. ��� ���	��
! ������ 
"He will have to leave (he has no other choice than to leave)."

4. �
��� ���	��
! ��
����
! 
"Vlad will have to quit his job (will have no other choice but quit his job)."

�������� is the future form of ���	
������ ("to have to do something," almost to be forced to 
do something.) It implies that the circumstances force a person to do or act in a certain way. 

Just like any verb it can be used in all three tenses—past, present, and future. The good thing 
is, it won't change according to genders or number. 

Let's take a look at the examples. 
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For Example: 

1. ��� ���"�

� ������ 
"He had to (was forced to, had no other choice but) leave."

2. �� ���"�

� ��

��� ��
����� 
"She had to (was forced to, had no other choice but) drop out of school."

3. %���� ����
	��
! ���
 �
������ 
"Oleg has to wake up early."

4. &��� ����
	��
! ��
�
 ���
���� 
"Lena has to work a lot."

5. $� ���	��
! 
	���
! 
"They will have to give up."

6. '�� ���	��
! ��
 
	����� 
"We will have to do it."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Education in Russia
 

The education system in Russia differs greatly now from even a couple of years ago. Before, 
every Russian high-school graduate had to take final exams to graduate from high school 
and take entering exams in an undegrad school that s/he intended to go to. The high school 
exams usually included an essay on a literary topic, a math exam, and three exams on 
selective subjects. The preliminary exams to the universities were set by the universities 
themselves according to the speciality. 

In 2009, Russia adopted the "Unified State Examination" (USE), the combination of final 
exams and the university preliminary exams. The principal feature of the new examination 
process is its uniformity, which is supposed to give equal chances to all students across the 
country. The new system has its advantages and disadvantages and is still in a developing 
stage, but it sure does help in elimination of subjective factors in students' evaluations, like 
teachers and professors' attitudes toward certain students. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅: ⇧ ⌃⌥⌃ � ⌦⌥↵��... ⇧ � ✏⌥ ⌥✏⇣⌃⌘✓◆ ⌦��⌘�. ⇧ ��⇣� � ���⌃⌘ ⌫� 
⇠��⇡⇣⇢⌥.

2. �⌅⌧⇧: ��? �⌥⌦�? ⇥ ⇡� � ⇠  ⌃� � ✏�⌘ ⌥✏⇣⌃⌘✓◆?

3. �⇥⇤⌅: �⌥, ⌥ ↵�⇡◆ ⌥ � �✓⌃⌘ ✓⌃���⇡⌘ !�����"�� �  ↵����⌃⇣⇡�⌥, ⌃����⌘ 
���⇡⇣�⌥# � ✓⌃⌥��⌃⌘ ⇡� ↵�⇠⇣✓⌃��.

4. �⌅⌧⇧: $✓�⇣ ⌃� ✓ !⇣���⌘✓◆ ���⌃⌘ ⌫� ⇠��⇡⇣⇢⌥, ⌃�!� ✓⌃ ⇣⌃ � ✓⌃⌥��⌃⌘ 
⇡� MBA.

5. �⇥⇤⌅: %⌃   ✏�⇡⌘ ⌦ � ⇠  ⇣ ⌃�⌥⌦⇡ , � ◆ !�⌦⇡�& ⇣ ��⇡⇣"�&.

ROMANIZATION

1. DIMA: Ya tut podumal... YA hochu uchit 'sya dal 'she. Ya reshil poyehat ' za 
granitsu.

2. KATYA: Da? Kuda? I na kogo ty hochesh ' uchit 'sya?

3. DIMA: Nu, u menya uzhe yest ' stepen ' bakalavra po marketinku, teper ' 
planiruyu postupat ' na magistra.

4. KATYA: Yesli ty sobirayesh 'sya yehat ' za granitsu, tebe stoit postupat ' na 
MBA.

5. DIMA: Eto ochen ' dorogo i trudno, a ya bedniy i leniviy.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



RUS S I ANPOD101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #9  - CONTI NUI NG YOUR RUS S I AN EDUCATI ON 3

1. DIMA: I was thinking... I want to continue my education. I've decided to go 
abroad.

2. KATYA: Oh yeah? Where? And what do you want to study?

3. DIMA: Well, I have a Bachelor's degree in marketing already, now I'm 
planning to go for a Master's.

4. KATYA: If you are going to go abroad, it's worth doing an MBA for you.

5. DIMA: It's very expensive and difficult, and I'm poor and lazy.

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

��⇡⇣"�& leniviy lazy adjective masculine

'�⌦⇡�& bedniy poor adjective masculine

(��⇡⇣⇢� granitsa border noun feminine

⇤�⇠⇣✓⌃� magistr master noun masculine

��⇣⌃⌘ reshit '
to decide, to 

solve verb none

)⌃���⇡⌘ stepen' degree noun feminine

���⌘�…✏�↵ dal'she…chem futher…than phrase none

!�����"� bakalavr bachelor noun masculine

⌦��⌘� dal'she
farther, 

further adverb none

)⌃ ⇣⌃⌘ stoit' be worth verb none

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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�⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃⇥ ⌥� ⌅ –  ⇧⌅⌦↵�⇥⌥⌅ ��✏⌦�⇥⇣⇣↵.

Lyenivyye lyudi – dvigatyeli progryessa. 
"Lazy people are progress engines."

⌘⇥ ⇤✏⇣�✓ ⇤⇥ ⌅◆⇥��⇥�⇣�  ⇥⇤✓⌦↵⌅, 

✏�⇤✏ ⌫⌃�✓ ⌫⇥ ⇤⌃ ⌅ ✏�↵⌥✓⇤✏.

Byednost ' nye izmyeryayetsya dyen 'gami, 

mozhno byt ' byednym i moral 'no. 
"You can't measure the poverty with money only, 
you can be morally poor."

⇠⌃ �⌅⇧⇥ ⇤⇥ ↵⌥⇥⇡✏ ✏� ⌦�↵⇤⌅⇢⌃ ⇣ 

�⌅�↵⇥.

My zhivyem nyedalyeko ot granitsy s Kitayem. 
"We live not far from the border with China."

⌧ ⇣✏⇧�⇥⇥⇤⇤✏ ⌅�⇥ ⇥⇤�⇥�⇣� 

⇣⌅⇣�⇥↵ ✏⌫�↵◆✏⇧↵⇤⌅� ⌅ ✏⇡✏⇤�⌅⇧ 4 ⌦✏ ↵ 

⌅⇤⇣�⌅���↵ �⌃ ⇣�↵⇤✏⇧⌅�✓⇣� 

⌫↵⇡↵⌥↵⇧�✏, ↵ �✏⇣⌥⇥ 6 ⌥⇥� ✏⌫��⇥⇤⌅� – 

↵⌦⌅⇣��✏.

V sovryemyennom mirye myenyayetsya sistyema 

obrazovaniya i okonchiv 4 goda instituta ty 

stanovish 'sya bakalavrom, a poslye 6 lyet 

obuchyeniya – magistrom. 
"In modern world, the educational system is 
changing so you can become a bachelor after 4 
years of university, and a master after 6."

 ✏⇣⌥⇥ ⇣✏⇧⇥�↵ ⇣⇧✏⇥⌦✏  � ⌅ � �⇥�⌅⌥ 

�✏⇥!↵�✓ ��⌅�✓⇣� ⇧ "⇤⌦⌥⌅�.

Posle soveta svoyego dyadi ya reshil poyekhat' 

uchit'sya v Angliyu. 
"After the advice of my uncle, I decided to go to 
England to study."

#⇥⌦✏ ⇤� ⌃ ✏⌫�◆↵�⇥⌥✓⇤✏  ✏⌥�⇤⌃ 

�⇥�⌅�✓, ⇧ ⇡↵⇡✏$ �◆⇥$ �✏$ ⇥ ◆↵⇧��↵.

Syegodnya my obyazatyel 'no dolzhny ryeshit ', v 

kakoy muzyey poydyem zavtra. 
"We need to decide today which museum we are 
going to go tomorrow."

 ✏⌥��⌅�✓ ⇤↵��⇤�� ⇣�⇥�⇥⇤✓ ✏�⇥⇤✓ 

⇣⌥✏�⇤✏, �↵⇡ ⇡↵⇡ ⇤��⇤✏ ��✏⇧⇥⇣�⌅ ��  

⌅⇣⇣⌥⇥ ✏⇧↵⇤⌅$.

Poluchit ' nauchnuyu styepyen ' ochyen ' slozhno, 

tak kak nuzhno provyesti ryad isslyedovaniy. 
"It is very hard to get a degree because you must 
conduct various researches."

%↵�⌅ ✏�⇤✏�⇥⇤⌅� ◆↵�⌥⌅  ↵⌥✓�⇥, �⇥ 

�  �↵⌥.

Nashi otnoshyeniya zashli dal 'shye, chyem ya 

dumal. 
"Our relationship went further than I thought."
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⌧ ⇣✏⇧�⇥⇥⇤⇤✏ ⌅�⇥ ⇥⇤�⇥�⇣� 

⇣⌅⇣�⇥↵ ✏⌫�↵◆✏⇧↵⇤⌅� ⌅ ✏⇡✏⇤�⌅⇧ 4 ⌦✏ ↵ 

⌅⇤⇣�⌅���↵ �⌃ ⇣�↵⇤✏⇧⌅�✓⇣� 

⌫↵⇡↵⌥↵⇧�✏, ↵ �✏⇣⌥⇥ 6 ⌥⇥� ✏⌫��⇥⇤⌅� – 

↵⌦⌅⇣��✏.

V sovryemyennom mirye myenyayetsya sistyema 

obrazovaniya i okonchiv 4 goda instituta ty 

stanovish 'sya bakalavrom, a poslye 6 lyet 

obuchyeniya – magistrom. 
"In modern world, the educational system is 
changing so you can become a bachelor after 4 
years of university, and a master after 6."

 ✏$ ⇥  ↵⌥✓�⇥, ◆ ⇥⇣✓ ✏�⇥⇤✓ �⇥⇤✏.

Poydyem dal 'shye, zdyes ' ochyen ' tyemno. 
"Let's go further, it is too dark here."

&⇥⌫⇥ ⇣�✏⌅� ⇧◆��✓ ⇣ ⇣✏⌫✏$ ◆✏⇤�. %↵ �⌥⌅⇢⇥  ✏� ✓.

Tyebye stoit vzyat ' s soboy zont. Na ulitsye dozhd '. 
"You need to take an umbrella. It is raining outside."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

������…���… ("Further….than…") 
This espression is useful when we want to compare two or more things. It consists of the 
adverb ������ and the conjunction ���. 
 
For Example: 

1. 	
� �
�������� 
��
����� ������ �� ��
��� �
�
��, 	�
 
�� ��������. 
"My university is located farther from the center of the city than my apartment."

The noun that follows ��� is used in the nominative case. 

For Example: 

1. � �
�� ��
������ ������, 	�
 

. 
"I can run farther than he can."



RUS S I ANPOD101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #9  - CONTI NUI NG YOUR RUS S I AN EDUCATI ON 6

The word 	�����  is frequently used with the preposition 
� , which means "from." The noun 
that follows this preposition is used in the genitive case. 

For Example: 

1. � ��
�  ��� 	���� ���� ������ �� �
����, ��� � ��
���� ���. 
"This time Maria sat farther from the screen than this time."

�
����� … ("Border…") 
 The word ���
��� means "border." 
 
For Example: 

1. ���
��� ����
� 
"the border of a country"

2. 
� ���
��� 
"on the border"

In the dialogue the expression �� �������� was used. This expression literally means, 
"behind the border" but is a common way of saying "abroad" or "overseas." 
 
For Example: 

1.  ������ �� ���
���� 
"to study abroad"

2. �
����� �� ���
��� 
"to go abroad"

There is a collocation—������� ��� �������, literally, "cross all the borders," which means 
do something outrageous and unspeakable or cross the line, or to be out of line. 
 
For Example: 

1. !� ������� ��� �������, �
��� ��
������ ��� �
� �

�"�
�� 
� ����#

�. 
"You were out of line when you checked all my cell phone messages."
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�������…("Degree…") 
The word �����
� is a simple noun that means "degree." Just as in English, it can mean an 
educational degree or any other degree, such as 
������� ��������� ("degree of difficulty"). 

For Example: 

1. $
������ ���
�% �����
� 
"get an academc degree"

When it is used with other nouns like in &����
� ��
�

���, the second noun must be in 
the genitive case. 

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is ������� �� �� ����� ... �
... 

 
� �
�� ������� 	����� . 
"I want to continue my education."

 

������� �� ("to study to become.../to major in...") 

This phrase requires a profession to follow. The word however should be put into the 
accusative case. 

Putting nouns into the accusative means adding "-a" to masculine nouns and adding "-�" to 
feminine. 

For Example: 

1. ������� 
� ��
��
	���� ("to study to become an interpreter")

2. ������� 
� ��
�
�� ("to study to become a biologist")

3. ������� 
� �
��� ("to study to become a doctor")

4. ������� 
� �
���� ("to study to become a lawyer")
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5. ������� 
� ��	����
� ("to study to become a nurse")

As you see, most of the professions are in masculine gender. Luckily, you don't have to put 
them into the feminine when talking about females because those are general words 
representing professions for both genders. 

There are a few professions that are used in the feminine gender because traditionally those 
were solely female professions, like ���������. Of course there are "male nurses" as well 
nowadays, which are called �������. 

�� ����� ... �
... ("...degree in...")

 

&����
� ("degree") can be specified by the following: 

For Example: 

1. �� �����  �������
� ("Bachelor's Degree" - requires 4 years or higher education

2. ������� ����������� ("Specialist Degree - requires 5 years in total or 1 year after 
Bachelor's

3. ������� 
������� ("Master's Degree" - requires 6 years in total or 2 years after 
Bachelor's

When we talk about a PhD, we don't call it a degree. We would just say that a person is a 
Doctor of Philosophy. See more about the degrees in Russia in the Cultural Insight section. 

When we want to specify what the degree is in, we put the major of study into the dative 
case. 

Putting nouns into the dative means adding "-�" (�) to the masculine nouns and adding "-e" 
to the feminine and �
/�
 to the plural. 

For Example: 

1. �����
� ��������� �
 ��
�
����  ("BA in economics")

2. �����
� ����������� �
 �
��
�
��	���� ("Specialist degree in Asian studies")
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3. �����
� �������� �
 �����
��
�
�� 
��
������ ("MA in international 
relations")

��
��  + infinitive / ��
��  + noun (pronoun) in the genetive ("worth doing.../worth 
something...") 
 

Note: sometimes the word ��
��  can take on the following meanings: "had better," "should," 
"it wouldn't hurt," or similar to them depending on the context. 

The case with the verbs in the dictionary form following the word ��
�� is quite 
straightforward. The examples will say it all. 

For Example: 

1. '�� 
� ��
�� ����� ���� 
"It's not a good idea to go there/We shouldn't..."

2. !��� ��
�� ��
���� 
"It's worth going there/visiting."

3. !��� ��
��  ��
���� � ����� 
"It wouldn't hurt for you to visit a doctor."

When you put the nouns/pronouns after the word ��
�� , you should first put them into 
the genitive case. 
 

Genitive means adding "-a" to masculine nouns/pronouns, replacing the endings with �/� in 
the feminine and replacing the endings with �/� in neuter nouns/pronouns. 

For Example: 

1. ��
 �
�
 ��
��  (set phrase) 
"it's worth it"

2. 

 ���� 
� ��
��  
"He's not worth you/He's not good enough for you."
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3. ��� �
����� ��
�� ���� ��
�� 
"This trip is worth this money."

*** Don't forget about the primary meaning of this word though - "to cost." 

For Example: 

1. ��
 ��
��  100 ������ 
"It costs 100 rubles."

2. ��
 ��
��
 ��� ������� 
"It cost him his career."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Academic Degrees in Russian Education 

 

The educational degrees in Russia and some other post-USSR countries differ from those in 
Europe and America. For example, Russia still has what is called a Specialist degree, which 
is a middle link between a Bachelor's and Master's degree and requires five years of higher 
education. 

The PhD degree in Russia is divided into two levels. The first one is called a "candidate of... 
sciences" (for example, candidate of economical sciences) and is obtained after two to three 
years of studies that include extensive research, publications, and a final thesis. 

The second level is called a "doctor of...sciences" and is granted for a certain contribution into 
science. There is no equivalent to this degree in the American system but it's common to call it 
a PhD when translating. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅⇧: ⌃⌥� ⌦↵, � ��✏⇣⌘�, ✓↵◆ ↵⌦� � ◆����, �⌫⌦ ◆✓⌦⌫⇠ ⇡⌘�⇠...

2. ⇢�⌧�: �⌦⌫� ⌫⌦ � ◆����, ⌘ �◆�⌥⌘↵��� � - ⌘ �⌥� ��⌘. ⇧⌦!✓⌘� �"� ⌫◆ �# 
⌥⌘◆↵�.

3. �⇥⇤⌅⇧: ⌃◆⌫�↵⌫◆, ⌘   �⌘�◆! �$⌦⌥⌦?

4. ⇢�⌧�: % ⌘&��⌫��↵⌥⌘↵� ⌫◆!. ' �⌦⌫� �⇡⌦ ⌦�↵⇠ ◆(✏↵, ⌥⌦�◆��⌦⌫&⌘)�� � 
⌫⌦(�◆*◆⌦ ⌥⌦ #�⌦.

5. �⇥⇤⌅⇧: ⌧✏ *◆✓⌦⇣⇠ ⌥⌘◆↵⌘↵⇠ ⌫⌘ (◆� �↵⌘ �� ��� ⌫⌘ )⌦��#?

6. ⇢�⌧�: ⇤⌘ (◆� �↵⌘ ��, � �⌦⌫� ⇡⌦ ⌦"+ �✓+⌘.

7. �⇥⇤⌅⇧: � (◆(⌥◆�# ↵⌦⌦ (◆�◆✓⇠. ' �◆⌦,◆ &�&�   �◆�(⌘⌫�� ⌦�↵⇠ 
 ⌘�⌘⌫��� � ◆⌫ ⌫⌘⌫��⌘⌦↵ ⌫◆ ✏* �◆↵⌥�&⌫��◆ .

8. ⇢�⌧�: ⇧(⌘��◆!

ROMANIZATION

1. DENIS: Privet, ya slyshal, chto tebya uvolili, mne ochen ' zhal '...

2. KATYA: Menya ne uvolili, a sokratili iz-za krizisa. Seychas ischu novuyu 
rabotu.

3. DENIS: Ponyatno, a v kakoy sfere?

CONT'D OVER
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4. KATYA: V administrativnoy. U menya uzhe yest ' opyt, rekommendatsii i 
neplohoye rezyume.

5. DENIS: Ty hochesh ' rabotat ' na pol stavki ili na tseluyu?

6. KATYA: Na pol stavki, u menya zhe yeschyo uchyoba.

7. DENIS: Ya poprobuyu tebe pomoch '. U moyego dyadi v kompanii yest ' 
vakansii i on nanimayet novyh sotrudnikov.

8. KATYA: Spasibo!

ENGLISH

1. DENIS: Hi, I've heard that you were fired, I'm sorry ...

2. KATYA: I was not fired, I was downsized because of the crisis. Now I'm 
seeking a new job.

3. DENIS: I see, and in what area?

4. KATYA: In the administrative sphere. I already have experience, 
recommendations, and a good resume.

5. DENIS: Do you want to work part-time or full-time?

6. KATYA: Part-time, I still have my studies after all.

7. DENIS: I'll try to help you. There are some vacancies in my uncle's company 
and he's hiring new workers.

CONT'D OVER
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8. KATYA: Thank you!

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

' ◆��↵⇠ yvolit’ fire verb noun

%⌘�⌘⌫��� vakansiya vacancy noun feminine

⌃◆�⌫⌘� �↵⌘ �⌘ polnaya stavka full-time noun feminine

⌃◆��↵⌘ �� polstavki part-time phrase none

-⌦ #�⌦ rezyume resume noun neuter

-⌦�◆�⌦⌫&⌘)�� rekomendatsiya
recommendatio

n noun feminine

.(✏↵ opyt experience noun masculine

⇧$⌦⌥⌘ sfera sphere noun feminine

⇧◆�⌥⌘↵�↵⇠ sokratit’ downsize, lay off verb noun

⇤⌘⌫��⌘↵⇠ nanimat' hire verb noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�⇥⇤⌅ ⇧⌃⌥� � , ⌦↵� �↵� � �✏↵ 

⌥⇣↵⇤��⌥⌦ �↵⌘✓.

Myenya uvolili, tak kak firma obankrotilas '. 
"I was fired because the company got 
bankrupted."

◆ ⇣↵⇤�↵ ⌃⌘⇥��↵ ⇥⌘⌦✓ ⌥⌦��⌫⌦⌫⇥ 

⌃↵�↵⇤⌘   ⇤↵ �⌥�⇠⇤⌥⌘⌦ , ⌦�⇥⇣⇧⇡⇢ ⇥ 

��⌥�⇥⌘⌘ ⌥⇤↵�✓⇤⌥�⌥ ⌥�⌫⌦↵.

V bankah vsyegda yest ' otkrytyye vakansii na 

dolzhnosti, tryebuyuschiye profyessional 'nogo 

opyta. 
"In the banks there are always some vacant 
positions where professional experience is 
needed."
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⌧⌥⌘�⇥ ⌥�⌥⇤�↵⇤ ⌅ ⇧⇤ ⌃⇥�⌘ ⌦⇥⌦↵ 

⌃⌫�⇧⌘�⇤ �   ⇢⇧⌦ �↵⇣⌥⌦⇧ ⇤↵ �⌥�⇤⇧⇡ 

⌘⌦↵⌃�⇧.

Poslye okonchaniya univyersityeta vypuskniki 

ischut rabotu na polnuyu stavku. 
"After graduation students look for a full-time job."

�⌦⇧�⇥⇤⌦⌫ ⌥⇣⌫�⇤⌥ �↵⇣⌥⌦↵⇡⌦ ⇤↵ 

�⌥�⌘⌦↵⌃� .

Studyenty obychno rabotayut na polstavki. 
"Students usually work part-time."

�↵��⌥⌃⌫⇥ ↵�⇥⇤⌦⌘⌦⌃↵ �⌥✏⌥�↵⇡⌦ 
��↵⌃ �✓⇤⌥ ⌘⌥⌘⌦↵⌃ ⌦✓ �⇥ ⇡✏⇥.

Kadrovyye agyentstva pomogayut pravil 'no 

sostavit ' ryezyumye. 
"Recruitment agencies help to write resume 
correctly."

!�⌅ �↵⇣⌥⌦⌫ ✏⇤⇥ �⌥⌦�⇥⇣⌥⌃↵� ⌘✓ 

�⇥�⌥✏⇥⇤�↵"      ⇧⇤ ⌃⇥�⌘ ⌦⇥⌦↵.

Dlya raboty mnye potryebovalis ' ryekomyendatsii 

iz univyersityeta. 
"I needed recommendations from my university for 
this work."

#⌦⌥⇣⌫ ⇣⌫⌦✓ ��↵⌃⇤⌫✏ ⇣⇧�↵�⌦⇥�⌥✏, 

⇤⇥⌥⇣⌥� ✏ ⌥��⌥✏⇤⌫$ ⌥�⌫⌦ �↵⇣⌥⌦⌫.

Chtoby byt ' glavnym buhgaltyerom, nyeobhodim 

ogromnyi opyt raboty. 
"To become a controller one needs huge work 
experience."

%↵⇣⌥⌦↵⌅ ⌃ ⌘�⇥�⇥ ⌥⇣⌘�⇧⇠ ⌃↵⇤ ⌅, 

⇤⇥⌥⇣⌥� ✏⌥ ⌃⌫�⌥�⇤⌅⌦✓ ⇠⇥⌘⌦� ⇥ 

⌦�⇥⇣⌥⌃↵⇤ ⌅ ��  �↵⇣⌥⌦⇥ ⌘ �� ⇥⇤⌦↵✏ .

Rabotaya v sfyerye obsluzhivaniya, nyeobhodimo 

vypolnyat ' zhyestkiye tryebovaniya pri rabotye s 

kliyentami. 
"Working in a service sphere, you must fullfill strict 
requierements of the work with clients."

�⌥✏�↵⇤   �� &�⌥⌘✓ ⌘⌥��↵⌦ ⌦✓ &⌦↵⌦ 
⌘⌥⌦�⇧�⇤ �⌥⌃ ⇣⇧�↵�⌦⇥�     - ↵ 

� ⇤↵⇤⌘⌥⌃⌥�⌥ ��   ⌘↵.

Kompanii prishlos ' sokratit ' shtat sotrudnikov 

buhgaltyerii iz-za finansovogo krizisa. 
"The company had to lay-off accounting 
department staff due to the financial crisis."

�↵��⌥⌃⌥$ ⌘�⇧⇠⇣⇥ ��⇥�⌘⌦⌥ ⌦ ⌘�⌥⇠⇤⌥⇥ 

�⇥&⇥⇤ ⇥, �⌦⌥⇣⌫ ⇤↵⇤⌅⌦✓ ⇤⌥⌃⌥�⌥ 

⌘⌥⌦�⇧�⇤ �↵, ⌦↵� �↵� ⇧ ⇤⇥�⌥ ⇤⇥⌦ ⌥�⌫⌦↵.

Kadrovoy sluzhbye pryedstoit slozhnoye 

ryeshyeniye, chtoby nanyat ' novogo sotrudnika, 

tak kak u nyego nyet opyta. 
"HR department has a very difficult decision to 
make whether to hire this candidate because he 
doesn't have any experience."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

�����... ("Sphere...") 



RUS S I ANPOD101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #10 - GETTI NG LAI D OFF I N RUS S I A 6

This word means "sphere" and is most often used in the context of a professional field. So we 
can easily translate it as "field." 

For Example:  

1. B ����� ����� 	
 ����	���
? 
"What sphere do you work in?"

Some frequently used phrases with this word are: 

1. ���������� ����� ("financial sphere")

2. ����������� ����� ("judicial sphere" - anything that has to do with law)

3. ��������	��
��� ����� ("educational sphere")

4. ����� ������������ ("customer services sphere")

���	 ... ("Experience...") 
This word means "experience" and is often used with the preposition � and a noun in the 
prepositional case. 
 
For Example: 

1. � 	��� ��	
 ��
	  ����	
 � ��������	��
��� �����? 
"Do you have any experience working in the educational sphere?"

2. � ���� ��	
 ��
	 ����	
 � ��������	��
��� �����. 
"I have experience in the educational sphere."

3. � � 	��� ��	
 ��
	 ����	
 �  ���������� �����? 
"Do you have any experience in the jurdicial sphere?"

4. !�	, � ���� ��	 ��
	� ����	
 �  ���������� �����. !� � ���� ��"�	
� ��
	  
� ����� �����������. 
"No I don't have any judicial experience but I have a rich experience in the 
educational sphere."



RUS S I ANPOD101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #10 - GETTI NG LAI D OFF I N RUS S I A 7

The usual collocations are: 

1. #��	
 ��
	  ("have experience")

2. E�	
 ��
	  ("have experience")

3. !�	 ��
	� ("not have experience")

4. ��
	  ����	
 ("working experience")


��
	 ���� ("Part-time") 

����� 
	 ���� ("Full time") 
���  
	 ���� ("Double time/shift") 
 These expressions are used when we try to explain the terms of the employment. 

If we work part-time, we would say "$ ����	�  �� ��������	" (I work part-time). 

If you have a full-time employment, you would say "$ ����	�  
� ���
�� ������" (I work full 
time). 

And if you accept a larger amount of work, like a double shift or work the amount of time 
almost equal to two jobs, you would say "$ ����	�  �� 
�� �����	" (I work double shifts). 

Usually the last expression is used about such jobs as administrator, teacher, construction 
worker, and so on. 
 
All expressions are used with the preposition �� and the expression takes the genitive case 
because it has the noun �	���� in it. 

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson are the phrases �� ...�..., ��-��, ��� , and ���   

���� ��  �������, � 
����	��� ��-�� �����
�. 
"I was not fired, I was downsized because of the crisis."

 

�� ..., �... ("Not.., but...") 
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The grammar structure �e..., a... is very straightforward in its usage. It requires two parts of a 
sentence to be opposite in meaning, or contradict each other. It can be used in all tenses with 
any parts of speech. 

For Example: 

1. $ �� %���, � &��� 
"I'm not Misha, I'm Vova."

2. �� ���	�� �� � %�����, � � '���� 
"He studies not in Moscow, but in Kiev."

3. ��� � ��	 �� ��	�	
, � ���	��	
 	�������� 
"She likes not reading, but watching TV."

��-�� ("because of, for ... reason")

 

The meaning of 	�-�� is identical to the English "because of," so is the context it is used in. 
The only thing you should watch while dealing with ��-�� is the grammar case of the words 
that follow it. 

You would normally put nouns and pronouns after ��-��; they can also be accompanied by 
the adjectives. The thing to remember is, all those words should come in the genitive case. 

For Example: 

1. #�-�� ���(�� ��"��
 
"because of bad weather"

2. #�-�� ������"� ��	������� 
"because of a lazy coworker"

3. #�-�� �����
��( ��	�� 
"because of little kids"

4. #�-�� ����/ ���/ 	���/ ���/ ��"�/ ��)/ ��( 
"because of me, us, you, you (pl), him, her, them"
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5. #�-�� *	�"�/ ��-�� 	�"� 
"because of this, that"

���  ("already"), ���  ("yet, still")

 

Both of these adverbs can be used with almost any part of speech - noun, adverb, verb, etc. 

For Example: 

1. ��� �	�� 
"It's morning already."

2. +,) �� ����� 
Literally, "It's not night yet." Set expression for "The night is young."

3. ��� ���"� 
"It's a lot already."

4. +,) ���� 
"It's still too little."

5. %
 ��� ����(��� 
"We have already arrived."

6. ��� �,) �� ������ 
"They haven't come yet."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Russian Economy 

 

The economy of Russia is recovering from the world crisis in a fast and confident way. 
Compared to 2008, the unemployment rate has dropped and makes up 6.5 - 7% today. The 
job market remains stable and is looking forward to some improvements—there is a plan for 
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creating about 60,000 job openings in the near future. 

In 2011, Russia entered the World Trade Organization, which opened up new opportunities 
for business and economic growth. The problem that is still hard to get under control for 
Russia is inflation (9.5%). It is believed that as soon as it is stabilized, Russian financial 
conditions will see much improvement. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤: ⌅⇧⌃ ⌥� ⌃⌦↵�, � ��⌦�⇧✏⇣� ↵⌘�✓⌥✏ ⇧� ⇧�◆⌃.

2. �⇤�: ⌫⌃⇠⇡⇢✓⇧�? ��⌥?

3. �⇥⇤: ⌧ ⌥�⌦�⇣�↵⇡ ⇧� ⇠�⇣�⌥��, ↵�⌃⇣�⇣� �⇠  �⌥, ⇧� �⌃⇠⌃�!⌃⇧�⇣� ↵⌘�� 
⌘�✓"� ⇧�↵⌦�...

4. �⇤�: #⌃�⇧� ⌥�... $⌃%⌃ %�⇣⇡⇧� ����⌦⇡?

5. �⇥⇤: ��, ⇧�◆� ��✏�⇣�, � ⇧� ⇧⌃& %�⇣⇡'�& ↵�⇧�⌥.

6. �⇤�: (⌦� ↵⌃⇠⇡⇢✓⇧�⌃ ��⌘⇠⌃ �⌃⇧�⌃. $  ✏⌘⌃⇠⌃⇧�, )⌦� ✏ ⌦⌃%� ⇧⌃ 
�⌃⇠⌃⇣�"?

7. �⇥⇤: *⌃ ✏⌘⌃⇠⌃⇧�, ⇧✏ ⇧� ��⌥�✓�⌦⇡ ⇧�◆✏ ⌘⇠�)✏.

8. �⇤�: ⌧ ⌦⌃%� �⌦⌘⌃✓✏.

ROMANIZATION

1. IRA: Mne kazhetsya, ya potyanula svyazku na noge.

2. VLAD: Ser 'yozno? Kak?

3. IRA: Ya katalas ' na rolikah, sdelala pryzhok, no pereotsenila svoi 
vozmozhnosti...

4. VLAD: Bednyazhka... Tebe bol 'no hodit '?

CONT'D OVER
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5. IRA: Da, noga opuhla, i na ney bol 'shoy sinyak.

6. VLAD: Eto ser 'yoznoye povrezhdeniye. Ty uverena, chto u tebya ne 
perelom?

7. IRA: Ne uverena, nuzhno pokazat ' nogu vrachu.

8. VLAD: Ya tebya otvezu.

ENGLISH

1. IRA: I think I sprained a joint in my foot.

2. VLAD: Seriously? How?

3. IRA: I was roller-blading, did a jump, but overestimated my abilities.

4. VLAD: Poor thing ... Does it hurt to walk?

5. IRA: Yes, my foot is swollen and it has a big bruise.

6. VLAD: This is a serious injury. Are you sure that it's not broken?

7. IRA: Not sure, I need to show it to a doctor.

8. VLAD: I'll take you.

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender
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��✏�⇧✏⌦⇡ Opuhnut’ to swell Verb None

⌘�✓"� ⇧�↵⌦⇡ Vozmozhnost’ Ability,possibility noun F

↵�⇧�⌥ sinyak bruise noun masculine

�⌃⇠⌃⇣�" perelom
break, broken 

bone Noun M

↵⌘�✓⌥� svyazka joint None F

�⇠  �⌥ pryzhok Leap, jump Noun M

��⌦�⇧✏⌦⇡ Potyanut’ sprain Verb None

��⌦�⌦⇡↵� ⇧� Katat’sya na
Use(with 

skates, ski etc) Verb N

�⌃⇠⌃�!⌃⇧�⌦⇡ Pereotsenit’ overestimate Verb None

%�⇣⇡⇧� Bol’no Ache, hurt Adverb None

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�⇥⇤⌅⇧⇥ ⌃⇥⌥⇤�  ⌦↵�⇥⇤⌅�⇥�⇥ ✏⇣↵⌘⇣ 

✓◆↵�⇤ ✓⇣✏�↵⇤, ⇧⇣⇧ ⌥⇤⌅�⇥ ⇥⌃⌦�⇤⇥ 

⇧⇥⇤��⇥ ⌦ �⇣⌃⇣�⇣⌫⇠��⇥. 
"Only after the soccer match was over did the 
spectators noticed how swollen the forward’s 
knee was."

⇡⇥✓✏⇥⇢�⇥⌥↵⌅ ⌃⌦↵���⌥↵⌧⇥⌧⇣↵⌅ ⌥��⌘⇣⌥ 

⇥↵⇧◆�↵⇣ �⇤� ⇢↵�⇤�� ⌧⌥�� ⌥↵◆⇣�. 
"The citizens of all countries have the possibility 
to travel nowadays."

 � ⌃⇥⌧�✓⇤⇥, ⇥�⇣ ⇥↵��⇤⇣⇤⇣⌥⌅ 

���⇥⇤⌅�✏ ⌥��⇧⇥✏ ⌃⇥⌥⇤� ↵⇥� ⇣⌧⇣◆.

Yey povezlo, ona otdelalas' nebol'shim sinyakom 

posle toy avarii. 
"She was lucky to get just a small bruise after that 
car accident."

!⇥⌥⇤� ✏⇣⌥⌥⇣⇢⇣ �⇥��⇣ ✏⇥�⌦↵ 
⌃⇥�⌧↵⌅⌥� ���⇥⇤⌅�� ⌥��⇧.

Posle massazha inogda mogut poyavitsya 

nebol'shiye sinyaki. 
"Sometimes small bruises might appear after  
massage."
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"⇣�⌦�⇧⇣ ⌧⌥���⇣ ⇢⇣⇤⌦�↵⌥� �⇣ �⇥⇤⌅ ⌧ 
◆⌦⇧� ⌃◆ ⌃⇣⌥✏⌦◆�⇥� ⌃⇥�⇥��, ↵⇣⇧ 
��⌧⇣�↵ ⌃⇥⌥⇤� ⌃�◆�⇤⇥✏⇣. 
"Grandma always complains about pain in her 
hand when it is cloudy, this happens when you’ve 
had a fracture."

# ⇧⇣⇢�⇥�⇥ ⌥⌃⇥◆↵⌥✏��⇣ ��⌧⇣⌫↵ 
⌃◆⇥�⇤�✏� ⌥⇥ ⌥⌧�✓⇧⇣✏: �⌦�⌅ ↵⇥ 
◆⇣⌥↵�⇢��� ⇤ ◆⇣✓◆�⌧. 
"Every sportsman has problems with joints-sprains 
or fractures."

$�⇧⇥↵⇥◆�� ⇢⌧⇥↵��� �⇥��⇣ 
⌃�◆��⌧�⇣⌫↵⌥� ⌃◆�⇢⇧⇣✏, �⇣⌃◆✏�◆ 
⇧���⌦◆⌦ ⇤ ✓⇣�%. 
"Some animals, like kangaroos or hares, 
sometimes move by leaping."

&��⇥��� ⌦ ���⇥ �⇥⇤↵ �⇥�⇣ 
⌃⇥⌥⇤�⌥⇥◆�⌧�⇥⌧⇣��,⌧��⌥��⇤⇥⌥⌅, ⌘↵⇥ 
✏��%⇣⌃⇥↵��⌦↵⇣. 
"Today his leg hurts; after the competition it 
turned out that he had sprained his muscle."

⇡ ��↵⌥↵⌧� ✏��� ⌦⌘⇤ ⇧⇣↵⇣↵⌅⌥� �⇣ 
⇧⇥�⌅⇧⇣�. 
"In my childhood I was taught how to do skating"

'�⇥��⇣ ⇤⌦⌘�� ⌃�◆�⇥%��↵⌅ ⌥⌧⇥� ↵◆⌦�, 

⌘�✏ ���⇥⇥%��↵⌅. 
"Sometimes it is better to overestimate your work 
than underestimate it."

(⇥��⇣ ✏�� ⌧�◆�⌧⇣⇤ ✓⌦�, ��⇤⇥ �� �⇥⇤⌅�⇥, �⇥⇤�↵⌅ ⌥↵⇣⇤⇥ ⌃⇥⌥⇤� ↵⇥�⇥, ⇧⇣⇧ 
⇣��⌥↵�✓� ⌃�◆�⌥↵⇣⇤⇣ ���⌥↵⌧⇥⌧⇣↵⌅. 
"When my tooth was being pulled out, it didn’t hurt; it started hurting when the anesthesia stopped 
working."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

��������  ("To sprain") 
This perfective verb can be translated in two ways: 

1. "to sprain" (a joint, an ankle, back) 
 
For Example:  

I think I sprained my ankle when I jumped. � �����, � �	
����� �	�
���, �	��� � 
�	���
�����. 
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2. "to stretch" (your body, any part of your body) just to relax. 

For Example: 

I can't stretch my back in my yoga class. � �� �	�� �	
���
� �	� ����� �� ����
�� �	 
�	��. 

�	�	� �
� �	 ("To ride, to take, to use ") 
This verb is special because it has many translations in English: "to ride," "to take," "to ski," "to 
skate," "to bicycle," and so on. The logic is that if something enables you to move faster than 
walk you use this something with this verb. 
 
For Examples: 

1. "To skate" (��
�
��� �� �	�����)

2. "To ski" (��
�
��� �� �
���)

3. "To cycle" (��
�
��� �� ���	������)

4. "To ride an attraction" (��
�
��� �� �

pa���	��)

5. "To roller-blade" (��
�
��� �� �	���� - The noun is used in the prepositional case.)

������ ("it hurts...") 
This adverb is formed from the verb �	��
� and is used with an infinitive after it. 
At the beginning of a sentence there is usually a subject which is a noun or a pronoun. 
 
For Example: 

1. "It hurt him to say that the relationship is over." 
��� �
�	 �	���	 �����
�, �
	 	
�	����� 	�	����
. The pronoun is used in a 
dative case.

2. "It hurts to step on the left foot for the grandmother." (Grandmother's left foot hurts 
when she steps on it.) 
������� �	���	 ���
���
� �� ����� �	��.

In the past tense we need the verb "to be" (�
�	) to use with the adverb. 
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For Example: 

1.  �� �
�	 	���� �	���	. 
"It was hurting so much." (I was hurting so much)

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is to Express Various Symptoms When You Get Sick 

 

���  ������ ������? 

Tebe bol 'no hodit '? 
"Does it hurt to walk?"

 

For this lesson's grammar part we'll take the phrase � ���  ������ ������  from our lesson 
and use it to learn how to express various symptoms when you get sick. 

To denote a physical state, a special pattern where the subject is in dative case, is used. This 
pattern includes the adverb �	���	 and a noun (or pronoun) in the dative case. 

For Example: 

1.  �� �	���	 
"it hurts me..."

2. !��� �	���	 
"it hurts you ..."

3. �� �	���	 
"it hurts her..."

4. ��� �	���	 
"it hurts him..."

5. "�� �	���	 
"it hurts us..."
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6. #�� �	���	 
"it hurts them..."

This pattern can be followed by the infinitive to make the expalanation of the symptom more 
exact. 
 For Example: 

1.  �� �	���	 ��	
�
�. 
"It hurts me to swallow."

2.  ��� �	���	 �	�	��
�. 
"It hurts Misha to talk."

3. �� �	���	 ���
���
� �� ����� �	��. 
"It hurts her to step on her left foot."

This pattern can also be used to denote the emotional state. 

For Example: 

1. "It hurts me just to remember that." 
 �� �	���	 ���	����
� 	� $
	�.

2. "It hurts to talk about it." 
�	���	 �	�	��
� 	� $
	�.

������  ("to hurt , to ache")

 

There are two meanings for the verb ������ in Russian, but in this lesson we are going to 
learn just one meaning - "to hurt" or "to ache." This verb exists only in the third person, both 
singular and plural. 

For Example: 

1. �	��
 ("hurts")
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2. �	��
  ("hurt")

3. �	���  ("hurt" - in the past)

4. ����
  �	��
� ("will hurt" - singular)

5. ����
  �	��
� ("will hurt" - plural)

It is used with names of parts of the body in the consruction (nominative case) with � + noun 
(or pronoun) in the genitive case. 

For Example: 

1. % ���� �	��
 ���. 
"My ears hurt."

2. % ���	 �	��
 �����	�. 
"His stomach aches."

3. % ���� &��� �	��
 �����. 
"Unckle Pasha has a backache."

� ���� (� ���, ����...) + ������������ �	��� ("I (you, he...) have" + nominative 
case symptom of illnesses 
 

When we talk about the symptoms of illnesses, the construction � ��	
 (���
, 	���...) + 
�����
����
� �����  - ("I (you, he...) have" + nominative case) is used. 
 For Example: 

1. "I have a fever." 
% ���� ���.

2. "I have a runny nose." 
% ���� ����	��.

3. "He has a fracture." 
% ���	 �����	�.
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CULTURAL INSIGHT

Calling Ambulances in Russia 

 

If you get injured in Russia, you should dial 03 which is the ambulance phone number. This is 
a state service—that's why it is free of charge. It takes from five to twenty minutes to arrive, 
although in big cities it may take more than that due to the traffic jams. Russia has universal 
medical insurance so normally you would not pay for admittance in the hospital. General 
medicines are free of charge but some of them, especially imported pain killers, you may 
have to pay for. If you visit Russia as a tourist you should have tourist medical insurance, 
otherwise the hospital may charge you the full cost of medical treatment, which may be 
several thousand rubles. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅: ⇧⌃⌥� ⌦ �↵�� � ⇤↵�� ✏↵⇣⇣⌘↵✓�⇣◆?

2. �⌅: ⇤↵�� �⌃⌫⌃✏�⌘, ⌥⌘⌃ ⌦ �↵�� ��⌫⇠�⌃⇣� ⇠⇡ ⇢↵✏↵�⌘�✏.

3. �⇥⇤⌅: ⇧✏↵⌫⌧↵? ��� �↵�↵✓⌃⇣◆, ⌃� ⌘↵�⌃⇡ ⇣�⌃�⌃⇡�⇠⇡, ⌧⌃ ↵ ��⇡, ⌧⌃!✏⇠⇡ 
� !��⌃⌘�↵��⇠⇡...

4. �⌅: "↵, �⌃ #↵⌘� ⌃� �↵$�⌘⇣� ⇣�⌦⌥�⇠ , ✓���⌫⇠  � !��⌫⌃✓◆�⇠ .

5. �⇥⇤⌅: %⌘⌃ �⌃⌘⌃ ⌦, ⌥⌘⌃ ⌃�↵ ⇣↵ ↵ ⇣✓� �⌃  &��✏��⌥�↵� � ⌧↵$� �� �⌃�⌃ 
⇣⌦ ↵⇣ �⌧ ↵�!

6. �⌅: "↵, � ⇣↵ ↵ ��⌃�⌧↵ ⌃⌘ ��' ⌦⇣⌘↵(.

ROMANIZATION

1. VITYA: Pochemu Vanya i Tanya rasstalis '?

2. ANYA: Tanya govorit, chto u Vani nevynosimiy kharakter.

3. VITYA: Pravda? Mne kazalos ', on takoy spokoyniy, domashniy, dobriy i 
bezotkazniy...

4. ANYA: Da, no Kate on kazhetsya skuchnym, lenivym i bezvol 'nym.

5. VITYA: Eto potomu, chto ona sama slishkom energichnaya i dazhe 
nemnogo sumasshedshaya!

6. ANYA: Da, ya sama inogda ot neyo ustayu.

ENGLISH CONT'D OVER
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1. VITYA: Why did Vanya and Tanya break up?

2. ANYA: Tanya says Vanya has an unbearable character.

3. VITYA: Really? I thought he was so calm, a homebody, kind and compliant 
(ready to help)...

4. ANYA: Yes, but to Katya he seems boring, lazy, and weak-willed.

5. VITYA: It's because she herself is too energetic and even a bit crazy!

6. ANYA: Yeah, I myself get tired of her sometimes.

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

%��✏��⌥�⇠⇡ Energichniy Energetic adjective M

)��⌫⌃✓◆�⇠⇡ bezvol’niy Weak-willed Adjective M

*�⌦⌥�⇠⇡ skuchniy Boring adjective M

*⌦ ↵⇣ �⌧ �⇡ Sumashedshiy Crazy Adjective M

+⇣⌘↵⌘◆ ⌃⌘ Ustat’ ot Be tired of Verb None

��⌫⇠�⌃⇣� ⇠⇡ nevynosimiy Unbearable Adjective M

*�⌃�⌃⇡�⇠⇡ spokoiniy Calm adjective M

✏↵⇣⇣⌘↵⌘◆⇣� rastat`sa

to part, 
separate; to 

break up
verb

,↵✏↵�⌘�✏ kharakter Character Noun M
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)��⌃⌘�↵��⇠⇡ bezotkasniy

Compliant, 
ready to 
help

adjective M

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃ ⌥� ⌅⌦⇥↵���⇥ �✏⇥⇣ �⇥⌘�⇥ 
� �✓�◆⌅⇥⌅✓✏��, ⌃�⌃ �⇧⇣�✓ � ��⌫ 
⇤�⌅⌘�⌃⇧ ⇧⌅✓�. 
"Moving energetically the PE teacher showed us 
how to do the morning exercise."

⇠�⌃ ✓⇡⇢⌘◆�⇥⌫ ⇡ ⇤✏✓�⌫�✓�⇧ ↵ �✓✏ ⌃⇧, 
↵✓ ↵✓⇡� ↵✓-✓ �✓�⇧↵⇥⌫, �⇧⇣�✓ 
⌅⇧�⇥⌫◆⌘? 
"How do you explain to a weak-willed person that 
you need to try hard to get something?"

⇠✓⌦�� �⌅ ��  ◆⌃⇧↵��⌧, �✓↵ ◆⌘ 
�⌅✓⌦⇧�⌘⌫ ⇧⌅✓⌃. 
"When the subject is boring, I want to skip the 
class."

��� ✓↵�✓ ◆⇧��◆� ���⌘! ��� 
� ⌅  ⇤⇣�  ⌃�⇣��⌧ ⌦✓� ✏ �✓✏�⌧ 
⌦✓⌅✓�! 
"She is definitely crazy! She moves to a new city 
every year!"

 ��� � ⇧◆��� ✓ ��✏✓�� �⇥⌧ ⇥ 
⇤ �� ⌅⌘◆ �⇥⌧. 
"The planet is tired of floods and earthquakes. "

!✓ ⇡�� � ✏��✓◆⇥��⌧ ✓�⇧◆⌃,  ⌘ ⇥ 
�⌘�⌘ ⇥◆�✓⌅⇥�⇥  ⌦✓  "  ✏ ◆��✓� 
��↵�� . 
"It was an unbearable vacation, my aunt and 
uncle spoiled it at the very beginning."

#�✓⌃✓⌧��  �$�⇥ ↵�◆✓ ⇡�✏�$ 
⇣ ◆✓⌃⇥�⇥. 
"Calm people can often be cruel."

�� ⌦✓✏✓⌅⇥, ↵✓ ��� �⇧↵�  ⌅�◆◆�⌫◆⌘.
On govorit, shto nam nuzhno rastatsa. 
"He says it would be better for us to break up."

% �����⇥� ⌃��◆◆�� �⌃✓�� ��↵⇥��  
&✓⌅�⇥⌅✓✏�⌫◆⌘ ��⌅�⌃ ⌅. 
"In primary school one’s character starts to form."

'✓⌘ ✓��✓⌃��◆◆�⇥(� ⇡ ⇤✓⌃�⇤��⌘, ⌘ 
✏◆ ⌦�� ◆�⇥◆�✏�$ ⇧ �   �� 
⌃✓�⌅✓�⌫���. 
"My classmate is always ready to help–I always 
copy her work in tests."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE
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����� �� ��� ...("to break up, to say good-bye...") 
This verb means "to break up" or "to say good-bye" and can be used with both people. 

For Example: 

1. � ���������� � ���� ������ �� �	� 
��� ���
���
. 
"I broke up with my boyfriend on his birthday."

Or with some things, like bad habits or old toys. 

For Example: 

1. � �� �	
� ���������� � ���� ���
��� ��������� 	����� ��	��. 
"I can't quit my bad habit to bite nails."

In both cases, the verb is used with the preposition c and a noun in the instrumental case. 
 
��� �� �  �� ... ("to get tired of ") 
This verb means "to get tired of" and is used with the preposition �� and a noun in the 
Genitive case. 
It is a perfective verb so usually it is used in the past tense. 

For Example: 

1. � ����� 	� ���	� ����������	� ���	�����. 
"I am tired of this useless talk. "

The imperfective verb would be 	�� �
���  and it is usually used in the present tense. 

For Example: 

1. � ���	
� ����
 	� 	������ ������. 
"I always get tired of loud music."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Adjectives: Declensions 
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��
  �������� , �� � ���� ���������, ��������, ������ � �
���������... 
"I thought he was so calm, a homebody, kind and compliant (ready to help)..."
 

Adjectives are words denoting the characteristic of an object. They match nouns and change 
according to gender, case, and number. They may have full and short forms. 

Just like nouns, adjectives can be changed into six cases. We have seen some of the cases 
in previous lessons so in this lesson we are going to review and learn all of them in all 
genders, in singular form. We will take three expressions form the dialogue and write all the 
forms in order. 

1. Masculine Gender 

a) inanimate noun 

N. ����������� �������� 
  G.����������	� ��������� 
  D.������������ ��������� 
  A.����������� �������� 
  I.����������� ���������� 
  P.����������� ��������� 

�������� is an inanimate noun so the accusative case is identical to the nominative case 
����������� ��������. 
 b) animate noun 

Let's see the declensions where the noun is animate. 

N. ����������� ������� 
  G.����������	� �������� 
  D.������������ �������� 
  A.����������	� �������� 
  I.����������� ��������� 
  P.����������� �������� 

The accusative case is identical to the genitive case. 

2. Feminine Gender 
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A noun's animacy category doesn't matter in the adjectives declensions, it is the same for both 
animate and inanimate nouns. 

N. ����	����
 ������� 
  G. ����	����� ������ 
  D.����	����� ������� 
  A.����	����� ������� 
  I. ����	����� �������� 
  P ����	����� ������� 

3. Neuter  

Once again, the category of animacy is not important. There are no differences in the 
declensions of animate and inanimate nouns. 
������� ���� 

N. ������� ���� 
  G. ������	� ���� 
  D. �������� ���� 
  A. ������� ���� 
  I. ������� ���� 
  P. ������� ���� 
 Adjectives: Forming Opposite Adjectives
 

We often use opposite adjectives to describe someone's features of character. Some of them 
have different stems so we just need to memorize that they are the opposites. 

For Example: 

1. ������� -��	�����   
"Funny" - "sad"

2. �	����- ��	�   
"Kind" - "evil"

3.  ���������- �������   
"Interesting" - "boring" 
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4. !����"�
"��- ��������� 
"Crazy" - "calm"

We also can form opposite adjectives with the prefixes  ��� - and  ��-. 

When we use the prefix  ��-, the adjective usually doesn't change its original form so it works 
like the prefixes un- or in- in English. 

For Example: 

1. #�������- ���������� 
"pretty" - "not pretty" 

2. $��
����- �����
���� 
"pleasant" - "unplesant"

3. �������- �


�
��� 
"happy" - "unhappy"

With the prefix ���-, the adjective might be the same or a little different. 

For Example: 

1. %��	�������� - 	��������

2. %�����
��� - ���
���

3. %��������� - �������

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Russian Character 

 

In American movies you can see plenty of Russians who are lazy, reserved, cruel, and drink a 



RUS S I ANPOD101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #12 - A BI T OF JUI CY RUS S I AN GOS S I P 9

lot. Russian women are potrayed as beautiful but superficial and greedy for money. Although 
these descriptions may have some truth to them, Russians like to think about themselves as 
hospitable, hard-working, and generous. Russian women like to think of themselves as 
strong, intelligent, and caring. The reason why these features are not so obvious to foreigners 
is that to know this warm side of Russians, you must spend a longer time with Russians and 
become a part of their community. Russians are reserved about newcomers but once you are 
"ours," you can see the other side of Russian character. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥�⇥: ⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥⌃� , ⌦ ↵�� �⌦�✏ ⇣⇧� ⌘� ✓✏� ⌥◆�⌘� ⇣�⌥✏ ⇧ ���↵ . ���⌥� 
⌫✏�◆ �⇠⇡⌦⇧� ⌥⌃  � ��⌅�⇣  ↵� ⌘��✓�⇢ ⇣⇧⌦⌅⌃?

2. �⌧��⇥�⇤ : !✏, �⌥ "⌥�. #↵⌃$⌃�  ⇣⇧� ⌘� ⇣�⌥✏.

3. �⇥�⇥: %✓& 7 � �, ⌥� ⇧�⌘�⌦⌫⌃� ⇣�✏�$ . '�⇣� – ↵�⌃✓ �⌥� 130 ⇣✓. #⌫ � ⇧ 
⌅ �(⌥�  $�✏⌥� ⌃ �✏⇣⌥�⇢ ⇣⇧⌃� �, ⇧ �&✏) & ⌥ ⌘� ⇠��◆$✏⌦ 
⌃⌘�&$ "⌥✏⌦ ✓✏$⌃⌥✏. *�⇧&� �✏⇣⌃✓.

4. �⌧��⇥�⇤ : +✏ ⇧�� �  �⌥! ,�⌦" �⇣⌦ �� -✏⇣...

ROMANIZATION

1. MAMA: Izvinite, ya poteryala svoyego malen 'kogo syna v tolpe. Mozhno dat 
' ob ' yavleniye o rozyske po gromkoy svyazi?

2. SLUZHASCHIY: Da, konechno. Opishite svoyego syna.

3. MAMA: Yemu 7 let, no vyglyadit starshe. Rost – primerno 130 sm. Odet v 
zelyoniye shtany i krasniy sviter, v rukah u nego bol 'shaya 
igrushechnaya mashina. Zovut Maksim.

4. SLUZHASCHIY: Tak vot zhe on! Pryachetsya ot Vas...

ENGLISH

1. MOTHER: Excuse me; I lost my little son in the crowd. Is it possible to do an 
announcement on the loud speaker?

CONT'D OVER
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2. STAFF: Yes, of course. Describe your son.

3. MOTHER: He is seven years old, but looks older. His height is about 130 
centimeters. He's dressed in green pants and a red sweater, and he 
has a big toy car in his hands. His name is Maxim.

4. STAFF: Here he is! Hiding from you...

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

⇤⌘�&$ "⌥�⇢ igrushechniy Toy Adjective M

.��◆ �⌫ ��✓ Byt’ odetym Be dressed Verb None

-�� vot
Here is, This is 

how Interjection None

,�⌦�✏�◆⇣⌦ �� Pryatat’sya ot Hide from Verb M

,�� �⌦�◆ Poteryat’ Lose Verb None

#↵⌃⇣✏�◆ Opisat’ Describe Verb None

⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥⌃�◆ Izvinit’ Excuse Verb None

+��↵✏ Tolpa Crowd noun feminine

��⇣� rost height noun M

⇣⇧⌃� � sviter sweater noun masculine

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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�⇥⇤⌅⇧ ⌃⌥� ⌦⇤ ⌥ ↵⇥�⇥���⌦ 
��✏⌃⇧⌦⇣�⌅⌘ ✓◆⌦�  � �⇥◆�⌦⇤ ��⇥�⌫ 
↵⇥⇧�����◆↵. 
"A boy saw a toy train in the shop and wanted to 
be a train driver."

⇠⇥ ◆�⇡✏⌅��� ↵⌃�⌦⇢ ↵⌃�⇣��⌅  ◆⇤��⌅ 
⌧⌅�⌫ ◆ ⌦�⌅ ◆����⇥⇤⌫�◆, ⌥ ⇡◆���↵⇥. 
"At the opening of the museum all men should be 
dressed formally, in suits."

 ◆� �⇥⇡�⌦  ⌦⇤⇥ �⌥◆✏⇢��⇢ ⌥ ��◆⇤��⌦ 
 ⌦⇤�⇡◆⌧✏��⇥���. 
"This is how the things are in the UK capital."

!✏⇢�⇥�⌫�⇢ ◆� ✓✏◆⌧⇤⌦↵ �⌦ �⇥↵⌅⌘ 
⇤⌃⇣⇧�⌘ ⌥⌅◆  . 
"To hide from problems, it is not the best way out.”

⇠⇥ ✓✏◆⇧⇤◆⌘ �⌦ ⌦⇤⌦ ◆� ✓◆�⌦✏⇢⇤ ⇡⇤�⇣ 
◆� ⇡⌥⇥✏��✏⌅, ⇥ �⌦�◆ �⇢ ◆⌧�⇥✏⌃��⇤, ⇣�◆ 
⇡⌥⇥✏��✏⌃ ◆⌧⌥◆✏◆⌥⇥⇤�. 
"Last week he lost the apartment key and today 
he found out his apartment had been robbed."

⇠⌦⌥◆�↵◆��◆ ◆✓��⇥�⌫ �⇤◆⌥⇥↵� "↵◆��� 
�⌦⌥⌦��⌅ ✓⌦✏⌦  �⌥⇥ ⌫⌧◆⌘. 
"You cannot describe the emotions of a bride 
before the wedding."

#�⌥����⌦, ✓◆�⇥⇤⌃⌘��⇥, �⇡⇥���⌦, 
�⇡◆⇤⌫⇡◆ ��◆�� "�⇥ ⇧⌃⌧⇥? 
"Excuse me, how much is this fur coat?"

  ↵◆�⇡◆⌥�⇡◆↵ ↵⌦�✏◆ ⌥ ⇣⇥� ✓�⇡ ◆⇣⌦�⌫ 
↵�◆�◆ ⇤� ⌦⌘ – �⇥��◆⇢$⇥⇢ �◆⇤✓⇥. 
"During the rush hour there are a lot of people in 
the Moscow subway—a total crowd."

  ↵◆ ⌦⇤⌫�◆↵ ⌧���⌦�⌦ ✏◆�� ⇢⌥⇤⇢⌦��⇢ 
◆ ��↵ �� �⇤⇥⌥�⌅ ⇡✏��⌦✏�⌦⌥ ◆�⌧◆✏⇥.
V model'nom biznese rost yavlyayetsya odnim iz 

glavnykh kriteriyev otbora. 
"In the model industry height is one of the main 
screening factors. "

%�◆� �⌥��⌦✏ �&✓⇤⌅⌘.
Etot svityer tyoplyy. 
"The sweater is warm."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

�������� ... ("to excuse") 
This verb means "to excuse" and has two meanings: 
1. It is used to draw someone's attention or to stop someone in the street just like in English. 
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For Example: 

1. ��������, �� �� �����	�, �
	
��� 
��? 
"Excuse me, can you tell me what time it is?"

2. ������	�, �� �� ����	�,��� ��	
������ 
�	��
���? 
"Excuse me; do you know where the bus station is?"

2. The second meaning is "to forgive." 

For Example: 

1. �������� ����. 
"Please forgive me."

2. ������, � �� �
�� �	
 �����	�. 
"I am sorry, i can't do this."

�	�
���� ...("to lose...") 
This verb means "to lose" and is used with a noun in accusative case. 
 
For Example: 

1. � �	��
�� 
	� �
�����. 
"I lost my wallet."

2. � �� �

� �	��
��� �
� ������. 
"I don't want to lose my money."

The verb �
	���	� is a perfective verb which means it can't be used with such words as 
"usually," "always," etc. We need to use imperfective verb 	���	� in this case. 

For Example: 

1. � ������ ��
�� �
� ���
�	��. 
"I always lose my gloves."
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����
� ��� 	� ... ("to hide (oneself) from... ") 
This verb is imperfective and means "to hide (oneself) from..." iI is usually used in the context 
of hiding from some abstract things, like problems or someone's rage. 
 
For Example: 

1. �� �
���� �� 
	���� �
������� 	� �	�� ��
����. 
"You can't hide from these problems anymore."

The perfective verb would be c���	�	��� and it means "to hide successfully." 

For Example: 

1.  	  ������ �� ����	�	���. 
"You can't hide from your fate."

2. !	
 �� ��
������, � �� ���
��	 . (���� � ���	��) 
"If you haven't hidden, it is not my fault." (seek-and-hide)

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Reflexive Verbs 
����
� �� 	�  �
�... 
"Hiding from you..."
 

These are the verbs with the ending -�� or -��. 

They can be formed from many non-reflexive verbs and show that the action in the sentence 
affects the person or thing that does the action. 

For Example: 

1. ������� ("to dress someone")

2.  ����	��� ("to get dressed")

3. "
����	� ("to cut")
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4. "
����	��� ("to cut oneself")

In other words, the ending �� gives the meaning "do something to oneself" so most of the 
sentences with ...-self can be translated only with the verb. 
 We add the ending - �� to the... 
 
1. Infinitives: 

1.  ����	��� ("to get dressed")

2. "��	�	��� ("to hide oneself")

2. Verbs in the present tense: 

1.  �����	�� ("gets dressed")

2. "��
�	�� ("hides oneself")

3. Verb in the past tense in masculine gender: 

1.  ������� ("got dressed")

2. "��	���� ("hid himself")

We add the ending -��  to the...  
 1. Verb in the past tense in feminine and neuter gender: 

1.  �������� ("got dressed")

2. "��	����� ("hid herself")

3.  �����
�� ("got dressed")

4. "��	��
�� ("hid oneself")

We can form reflexive verbs from almost any non-reflexive verb that... 
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 1. Gives the meaning-do something to oneself: 

1. ������	�-������	��� ("excuse - excuse oneself")

2. "
	���	�-�
	���	��� ("lose - lose oneself")

3. "��	�	�-���	�	��� ("hide - hid oneself")

2. Creates an impersonal verb: 

1. �	����- �	������ ("want- feel like")

2. #��	�-���	��� ("sleep - get to sleep")

There are some verbs that exist only in the reflexive form: 

1. #���	��� ("to laugh")

2. $����	��� ("to hope")

3. !����	��� ("to bow")

4. %
�
	��� ("to fight")

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Russian Appearance 

 

What does a typical Russian look like? We can think: tall, blond, white skin, strong jaw for 
men, beautiful women... The truth is that there is not any typical Russian in Russia...there are 
more that one hundred ethnic groups who live in Russia and all of them are Russians. The 
Slav ethnic group (tall, blond, and dark-blond haired, blue or green eyes) is still a majority but 
it counts only 55-60 percent of the population so no one is surprised to see any non-Slav 
Russian. Russians have white, brown, dark skin, brown, dark, blue, green, and grey eyes, 
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blond, dark, or red hair; they are tall and short, thin and robust. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅: ⇧⌃⌥� ⌦, ⌦↵ � �� ⌦✏⇣✏⌘ �⌃✓◆⌦✏⌘? �↵ � �-⌦� ⌃✏◆◆⌦⌃� ✏?

2. ⌫⇠⇠⇡: ⇠ ⌦, ⇢⌃�◆⌦� ✏◆⌦⌃� ⌥⌘  ⌦...

3. �⇥⇤⌅: ⌫ �✏�� ⌧⌦� ✓ ⌦ �⌘?

4. ⌫⇠⇠⇡: ��   ◆⇣� !⇣� � ". ⇠  #�� ⌦◆⌘ ⌥⇣��� �⌥� ⌦!,  ⌦ ✏⇢⇢ ⌦⌥⌦✏, 
  #�� ⌦◆⌘ ⌥� �� �  ✏⌦!...

5. �⇥⇤⌅: $⌦� ⇢�#��  ✏ � ⇢⌃ ◆◆⌥%. ⌅ ���✓ ⌦ �  � �-⌥�✓�! ⇢����!?

6. ⌫⇠⇠⇡: &✏. �"�⌥, ⇢��✏ ✓"◆⌦✏.

ROMANIZATION

1. KOLYA: Privet, ty chego takaya grustnaya? Ty chem-to rasstroyena?

2. INNA: Net, prosto nastroyeniya net...

3. KOLYA: I davno eto u tebya?

4. INNA: Uzhe neskol 'ko dney. Ne hochetsya nikogo videt ', net appetita, ne 
hochetsya nichego delat '...

5. KOLYA: Eto pohozhe na depressiyu. Ya mogu tebe chem-nibud ' pomoch '?

6. INNA: Da. Uydi, pozhaluysta.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER
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1. KOLYA: Hey, why are you so sad? Are you upset about something?

2. INNA: No, just in a bad mood...

3. KOLYA: How long have you been like this?

4. INNA: Several days already. I don't want to see anyone, have no appetite, 
don't want to do anything ...

5. KOLYA: It looks like depression. Can I do anything to help?

6. INNA: Yes. Go away, please.

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

✓"⌦⌥ uyti
Go away,get 

away Verb none

� ⇢⌃ ◆◆⌥⌘ Depressiya Depression Noun F

⇧�#��  ✏ Pohozhe na Looks like Verb None

'�� ⌦◆⌘ Hochetsya Want Verb None

(✏◆◆⌦⌃� ↵" rasstroyeniy Upset adjective M

⇠✏◆⌦⌃� ⌥ nastroyeniye Mood Noun

�⌃✓◆⌦↵" grusniy sad adjective masculine

⇢⌃�◆⌦� prosto simply, just adverb

�✏�� Davno Long time Adverb None

✏⇢⇢ ⌦⌥⌦ appetit appetite noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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�⇥ ⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥�  ⌦⌥⇧↵ �⇧ ⇤���✏⇥⇣! ⌘✓ ◆�⇥ 

�⌃◆� ⇤�↵�⇥⇧�  �⇥�⌃⇧⌫ ↵⇣⇥� ⇧⇥�⇥. 
"Don’t try to get away from the problems. You will 
have to solve them anyway."

⇠�⇥⌫⇡ ↵ ⇢↵⇣�⌥  �↵⇧⇥✏↵ ⇣⇥⌧⌃⇤�✏↵��◆ 

⇥�⇥��� ◆⇤⌃�⌃⇡⇧ ◆ �⇥⇤�⇥��↵⇡ ↵⇢-⇢⌃ 

�⇧�⌦⇧�⇧◆↵  ��✏�⌃. 
"In autumn and winter the citizens of metropolises 
have depression due to the lack of sunlight."

��✓��⇥, ⌦ ⇧⇥�  ⌧�↵⇤⇤, ◆�⇥ �↵⇣⇤⇧�⇣⌅ 

⇤��⌃⇢⌅◆⌃⇡⇧ ⌃  ⇧�. 
"Looks like you have a flu—all the symptoms 
point to this."

⌘�⌧�⌃ ✓�!⇥⇧�   �⇢�⇧↵!⇥���⌥ ⇤↵"↵. 
"Sometimes one wants exotic food."

⇠ �⌅✏ �⌃��⇧��⇥ ↵⇢-⇢⌃ ⇤���✏⇥⇣ ⌃ 

�⌃��⇧⇥. 
"He was upset because of problems at work."

�⌃�⇧��⇥↵⇥ �⇥�⇥⇣⇥⌅✓ �⇥"↵ 

!⌃�⇧� ⇣⇥ ⇥⇧� . 
"Pregnant women have mood swings very often."

#�⌦�⇧⌅⌥ ⇤�����⇧�� �↵�↵⇧ ◆ 

��↵�!⇥�⇧◆⇥.

Grusnyi podrostok sidit v odinochestve. 
"The sad teenager is sitting alone."

$��⇥�⇧ �⌅✏ ⇤���⇧� ◆��✓↵⇧↵⇧⇥✏⌫⌅⇣!

Kontsyert byl prosto voshitityel'nym! 
"The concert was just delightful!"

% ⇥ ⇢⌃��✏⇥✏,   ⇤���⇧� ⌦�⇧⌃✏.

Ya nye zabolyel, ya prosto ustal. 
"I'm not sick, I'm just tired."

&⌃◆⌅⇣-�⌃◆� ⌃ ⇤✏⌃⇥⇧⇥ ��↵⇧⌃✏↵ 

�↵�⇢⌃◆�⌅ ↵ ⌃�⇥��⇣⌅⇥. 
"A long time ago, dinosaurs and insects 
populated the planet."

' ⇣⇥  ⇤��⇤⌃✏ ⌃⇤⇤⇥⇧↵⇧.
U menya propal apetit. 
"I lost my appetite."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

������ 
This adverb is frequently used in Russian and means "just, simply, only." It's place in the 
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sentence is relatively flexible. 

For Example: 

1. � ������ ������  ��	
������. 
"I just came to take a look."

2. � 
����  ������ ������� ����. 
"I just wanted to see you."

3. � �����  ��� ����� ������ ���. 
"I bought these flowers for no reason."

The expression ���	�� ��� in the last sentence means "for no reason" and is often used in 
the spoken Russian. 
 
For Example: 

1. ����
 �� �����	 ��� ��
��? 
"Why did you bring this home?"

2. ������ ���.  
"No reason."

���	� 
This adverb comes from the adjective ������ and means "a long time ago." 
 
For Example: 

1. � 	�
�� �� ���  ��
�. 
"I have not been home for a long time."

2. ��� ���� 	�
��. 
"It was a long time ago."

To emphasize the meaning we can use a similar adverb, �����
-�����, and it can be 
translated as "a very long time ago," or "once upon a time." 
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For Example: 

1. ��
�
�-	�
�� ���-�
� 	�����. 
"Once upon a time there was an old man."

2. ��� ���� �����
-�����. 
"It was a very long time ago."

��
��� ... 
This adverb can be translated as the phrase "looks like" or "seems like" in English. 
Usually it is used at the beginning of the sentence. 
 
For Example: 

1. ��
���, ����� �����. 
"It looks like it is going to rain."

2. ������, ����  ��� � ������ �� ������ . 
"It seems like this train is not going anywhere."

Sometimes the preposition 	� and a noun in the accusative case can be used to make the 
comparison more exact. 

For Example: 

1. ��� ������ �� �����		�!. 
"It looks like depression."

2. ��� �� ��"� 	��	�
 �� ��
���. 
"It doesn't look like him at all."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Impersonal Verbs 

�  
���� �� 	����� ������ , 	��  ������� �, 	�  
���� �� 	����� ������ ... 
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"I don't want to see anyone, have no appetite, don't want to do anything ..."
 

Impersonal verbs are the verbs which denote actions or states, which happen by themselves 
without any active actor. They have two main functions: 

1. They denote the mood, the state of mind, or human health. 

For Example: 

1. ������� ("to shiver")

2. #������ ("to feel like puking")

3. $� ��������	� ("to feel sick")

4. %�����	� ("to want, feel like doing something")

5. & "��	�����	� ("to feel sad")

6. '�� ������� ����������. 
"I feel like eating ice-cream."

7. ("� ������ �� 
�����. 
"He feels like puking after drinking milk."

In these sentences there is no subject; the pronouns are used in the dative case. 
 2. They denote the state of nature. 
 For Example: 

1. )������ ("to dawn")

2. *�		������ ("to dawn")

3. %������� ("to get chilly")

4. &������� ("to grow dark")

5. C
������	� ("to start getting dark")
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Many impersonal verbs are reflexive verbs formed from personal verbs. 

For Example: 

1. �� ������	� ("one can't read")

2. �� 	���	� ("one can't fall asleep")

3. �� �����	� ("one can't believe")

4. �����	� ("one can live")

5. ���	�� �� �����	�, ��� 
�� ����� ��� ������ � ������	���� � ���
 "���! 
"I juist can't believe my grandchildren will start university this year!"

Impersonal verbs have infinitives and the forms only in the third person in singular. 
 
For Example: 

1. ������� &�����	�

2. ������  &����	�

3. ������� &�����	�

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Emotional Russian People 

 

Russians are very emotional people, although it might not seem so. Boiling passion, tender 
love, overhelming hatred, unlimited rage—all these emotions gave plenty of inspiration for the 
world's literature masterpieces. Lately, the major emotions in Russians have been anger and 
aggression. You can see it in the streets: people are rude to each other, fight over little things, 
or simply roll their eyes and keep silent. All this rudeness can be explained by difficult 
economic and political situations in Russia, and there is a deep understanding of this as a 
social problem. You can see some signs like "Be polite" or "Rudeness will lead you nowhere" 
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in public places, so the best you can do is to be as polite and nice as you can. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅: ⇤⇧⌃⌥� ⌦-↵⌥ � � �� ⌥↵✏�⇣⌃, �  �⌥⌘� ✏⌥✓ ◆↵�.

2. �⇥⌫⌅: ⇠⇡ ⌃�⇢⇧-���⇢� ✏⌥ ⇢ ⌧�?

3. �⇥⇤⌅: � � �↵⇧� ✏⌥✏�↵ ⌧ ⇣↵✓⌥✓⇧↵�, ⇧   �⇧ !⌥� ↵ ✏⌥ !⇧↵� ✓ ⌘⌥◆⇡.

4. �⇥⌫⌅: ⌅ ⇢ ↵ ⌃�⇢⇧ !⌥↵�↵?

5. �⇥⇤⌅: " ↵ #���↵ �⌥◆ . ⇤⌥ �⇡ ✓⇣$ ◆⇧✓�⌥ �⌃�⇢⇧ �  ⇣�⌥  � ✏⌥ !⇧↵� 
⇢⌥ ⇣# ⇢��% & � ⇢ #. ' ⇢ ↵ & ⌃⇧�⌃�#⇡ �⇧��⇧�↵⇣� ↵⌥#�⌃⌥ ⇣ 
25-⌘⌥ (⇧�.

6. �⇥⌫⌅: )�⌥⌘⇢⇧  ⇢⌥�⇧ ⌥↵⇢⌥!��↵� � ✏#⌥!⌥.

ROMANIZATION

1. GENA: Nakonets-to u menya otpusk, ne mogu poverit '.

2. VERA: Ty kuda-nibud ' poyedesh '?

3. GENA: Ya mechtayu poputeshestvovat ', a zhena hochet poyehat ' v gory.

4. VERA: A deti kuda hotyat?

5. GENA: Deti lyubyat more. No my vsyo ravno nikuda ne smozhem poyehat ' 
do sleduyuschey nedeli. U detey kanikuly nachinayutsya tol 'ko s 
25-go Maya.

6. VERA: Inogda i doma otdohnut ' neploho.

ENGLISH CONT'D OVER
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1. GENA: Finally I am on vacation, I can't believe it.

2. VERA: Will you go anywhere?

3. GENA: I'm dreaming of traveling, but my wife wants to go to the mountains.

4. VERA: Where do your kids want to go?

5. GENA: The kids love the sea. But we can't go anywhere until next week 
anyway. The kids' schools vacation starts on May 25th.

6. VERA: Sometimes it's good to have some rest at home, too.

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

�⌃�⇢⇧ Nikuda Nowhere Abverb None

!⌥↵ ↵� hotet' to want verb

*⇧�⌃�#⇡ Kanikuly
Vacation
(school) Noun None

⌥↵⇢⌥!��↵� otdohnut'
to take a rest; to 

have fun verb

⌥↵✏�⇣⌃ otpusk vacation (work) noun masculine

+⌥ !⇧↵� Poyehat’ go,take Verb None

�⇧⌃⌥� ⌦ nakonyets finally adverb

+⌥✓ ◆↵� Poverit’ Believe Verb None

+⌥✏�↵ ⌧ ⇣↵✓⌥✓
⇧↵�

Poputeshestvov
at’ travel Verb None
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✓⇣$ ◆⇧✓�⌥ vsyo ravno
it doesn't matter; 

anyway phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�⇥ ⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥� ⇤  ⌦↵ ⌥ ��!- �⇧�✏�⇣ 
�⌘✓↵◆⌅ ↵⌘ � ⌥↵� ✓⌅. 
"You are going nowhere, said a strict father to his 
daughter."

⌫ ⇠↵�⌃ ↵⌘⌥↵⇠⇤⌃⌘�.
Ya hochu otdohnut'. 
"I want to take a rest."

⇡⇤ ⇤  ⇠↵� ⌘ ⌦⌅⌘�, ⇤  ✏��⌘�⇢⇣�  ◆↵.
On nye hochyet pit', nye zastavlyay yego. 
"He doesn't want to drink; don't force him to."

⌧↵⌥⌅⌘ ⇣��⇧⌅ ⇧↵�⌅⌘ ⌘ ↵✓◆�⇤⌅✏↵⇢�⇣ 
⌦↵ ✏⌥⇧⌃ ⇢ �⌅⌘� ⇤� ⇢✓ �� ⇧�⇤⌅⇧⌃⇣. 
"The PTA organized a trip to China over the 
break."

⌫ ⇠↵✓↵�↵ ↵⌘⌥↵⇠⇤⌃⇣ ⇤� ��⇢��⇠.
Ya horosho otdohnul na Gavayah. 
"I had lots of fun in Hawaii."

�↵◆⌥� ⌘⇢↵ ↵⌘⌦⌃�⇧?
Kogda tvoy otpusk? 
"When is your vacation?"

 ⇢↵ ↵⌘⌦⌃�⇧ ⌦✓⌅⌥ ⌘�� ⌦✓↵⇢ �⌘⌅ ⌥↵��, 
⌘�⇧ ⇧�⇧ ⇤ ⌘ ⌥ ⇤ ◆ ⇤� ⌘⌃✓⌦⌃⌘ ⇢⇧⌅. 
"I will have to spend my vacation at home 
because I don’t have any money to pay for a 
tour."

!�⇢ ✓⇤↵ , ⌘⌃✓⌅�⌘�� ⌦✓⌅⌥ ⌘�� ⌦↵ ⇠�⌘� 
⇤� "↵⇣��↵� �⇢⌘↵"⌃�  ⇢ ⌘⌃✓, ⌘⇧ ���⌅⇤⇥ 
⇤� ⌦✓↵⇧�⌘ ✏�⇧↵⇤�⌅⇣⌅��. 
"I guess tourists will have to take a big bus tour, 
because all the rental cars are taken."

!�⇧↵⇤ �-⌘↵, ⌘⇥ ⌦✓⌅�#⇣!
Nakonyets-to, ty prishyol! 
"Finally, you came!"

!�⇧↵⇤ �, ↵⇤ �↵◆⇣��⌅⇣�� � �↵⌅� 
⌦✓ ⌥⇣↵$ ⇤⌅ �.
Nakonyets, on soglasilsya s moim 
pryedlozhyeniyem. 
"Finally, he agreed to my proposition."
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%↵⇢ ✓⌅⌘� ⇢ �⌃⌥↵ �⇣↵$⇤↵ ⇢ $ �⌘↵⇧↵ 
✓ �⇣�⇤↵�⌘⌅. 
"In a tough reality it is hard to believe in miracles."

!� �⌘�✓↵�⌘� ⇣ ⌘ ⇠↵� ⌘�� 
⌦↵⌦⌃⌘ � �⌘⇢↵⇢�⌘� ⌦↵ ✓�✏⇤⇥� �⌘✓�⇤��. 
"When you are old, you want to travel to different 
countries."

⌫ ⇢�# ✓�⇢⇤↵ ⌦↵ ⌥⌃!
Ya vsyo ravno poyedu! 
"I will go anyway!"

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

������ 
 This noun can be translated as "vacations" or "time off" and is used only in the context of time 
off from work. Only adults can have ������, children have ���	��
� ("time off from school"). 
 The gender is masculine and the plural is ������� with the stress on the last syllable. 
 The declension of this noun is: 
 
 ������ 
 ������� 
 ������� 
 ������ 
 �������
 
 ������� 
 
 For Example: 

1. � �� ��
� � ������� ��� ����. 
"I haven't taken time off for two years."

2. � ����
� ������ � ��������. 
"I will take some time off in September."

��	
���� 
 This noun means "vacations" but only in the context of school when we talk about children's 
vacation. This noun is always plural and the declension is the following: 
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 ���	��
� 
 ���	��
  
 ���	��
�
 
 ���	��
� 
 ���	��
�
	 
 ���	��
�� 

For Example: 

1. � �� 
��� ��������� ������������	� ��	
���! 
"I can't wait for Christmas vacation."


��  ���	� 
 This adverb can be translated as:  
 
1. "anyway" 

For Example: 

1. �� ��
 ���	� �� 
���
 �������. 
"We can't go anyway."

2. �� ��
 ���	� ��� �� ���
�
 . 
"He didn't do it anyway."

or 
 
2. "don't care"—in this case the subject is in the dative case. 
 
For Example: 

1. �	� ��
 ���	�. 
"I don't care."

2. �
� ��
 ���	�. 
"He doesn't care."

GRAMMAR
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The Focus of This Lesson is Russian Verbs and Ordinal Numbers 
�	���� 
 ���� �����	���  	������. 
"Sometimes it's good to have some rest at home, too." 

 
 

Russian verbs are divided into perfective and imperfective verbs. 

Imperfective verbs denote lasting (and finished yet) or repeating action. The action is 
performed at the moment of speech. 

For Example: 

1. � �
��� �	
��. 
"I am reading a book," or "I read a book."

2. � ����� ��
����� �����	�. 
"I am doing my homework," or "I do my homework."

There is only one present tense in Russian so the nuances of present simple and present 
progressive are expressed by the imperfective verbs. 
 Perfective verbs denote finished (having come up to a deifinite limit) action. The action is 
finished, ended.  

For Example: 

1. � ����
��� ��	��. 
"I will read a book," or "I will have read a book."

2. � ������ ��
����� �����	�. 
"I will do my homework," or "I wiil have done my homework."

The above conjugation seems to be in present tense but it expresses the meaning in the 
future. 

Let's take a look at some examples in the past tense. 

For Example: 
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1. � ����
��� ��	��. 
"I have read a book," or "I read a book."

2. � ������ ��
����� �����	�. 
"I have done my homework," or "I did my homework."

Both present perfect and past simple are translated into Russian the same way and with the 
use of the perfective verb. 

Perfective verbs are formed in different ways but in this lesson we are going to learn just 
one way - with the prefix ��-. 

For Example: 

1. ���
��-�����
��  ("to like")

2. ����
����-��	���
���� ("to like")

3. �����-������ �  ("to go")

4. ���� ���������-����� � ���������  ("to travel")

5. !�������-����������  ("to look")

The exception is "to buy" (�������� - ���
��). The imperfective verb is with the prefix ��- and 
the perfective is without. 
 For Example: 

1. � ������� �
���� � �	��. 
"I am buying the tickets to the movies."

2. � ���
� �	
��� � �	��. 
"I have bought the tickets to the movies." 

Numbers: Ordinal
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There are two types of numbers: ordinal and cardinal. 

Ordinal numbers describe position in the sequential order and can be changed according 
to the gender and number in Russian. 
We will learn obout declensions of 1-digit and 2-digit numbers. 

For example, we will declense the collocation "the first doctor:" 
 ������ ���  
������� ��� � 
�����
� ��� � 
������� ��� � 
�����
 ��� �
 
�����
 ��� � 

The next one is "the third place:" 
 !����� 
���� 
!������� 
���� 
!�����
� 
���� 
!����� 
���� 
!����	
 
����
 
!�����
 
���� 
 As you can see, it is quite similar to the forms of an adjective. 

Next let's decline a two-digit number, "the 25th of May:" 
 "���#��� ����� 
�� 
"���#��� ������ 
�� 
"���#��� ����
� 
�� 
"���#��� ����� 
�� 
"���#��� ����
 
�� 
"���#��� ����
 
�� 

As you can see, only the word "5th" is changing but the number "20" and the word "may" 
does't change because the number "20" takes a form of a cardinal number and the word 
"may" depends on the number and is already in the genitive case, which is consistent. 

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Popular Holiday Destinations for Russians 
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Russians love vacations just like anybody else. The longest vacations are New Year's (from 
1-10th of January) and in May (1-4). Also, every working person is entitled to have at least 
three weeks of paid vacation. The popular overseas destinations are Turkey, Dubai, China, 
Thailand, and Goa in India. These are the cheapest destinations and they have beaches and 
great shopping options which are the essential elements of vacation. Europe is less popular, 
although lately the visa requirements have become looser so it does make Europe more 
attractive. In Russia the popular destinations are the Baikal Lake, Moscow, and Saint-
Petersburg. Although there are so many options, some Russians still prefer to stay home and 
finish off some housework or just take it easy. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⇥⌅⇥: ⇧ ⌃⌥� ⌦↵�↵��↵ �✏ ↵⇣↵� �⌘ ✓⌘✓◆✏ , �⌥↵⇣↵✓� � �⌘�?

2. �⌫⇥: ⇠ ⇡⇣⌥⌃⌥◆��⇢⌃↵�! ⇥ �⇢⌥ ��↵ �⇡⌧�⌥ � �⌥�⌥� ⌃� ⇢�?

3. �⇥⇤⇥⌅⇥: ! �⌦⌃↵�⇡ �⌘⌦�⌥⌃⌘�⌥↵ � �⌥  ✓⌘��⇡⌦✏, "↵�⌘  ⇧⇢  �⌦⌃↵�⇡⇢ 
⌥⌃⌥#, �⌘ ⇡�   ⇡$⌥◆�, ⌘ ⇢✏ �⌥⌧↵✓� ⌃� ⇢� �⌘ �↵�  �⌘�⇢ .

4. �⌫⇥: %⌥⌦⌥✓⌥. ⇥  ⇡⇣⌘ �✏ �⌥↵⇣↵�?

5. �⇥⇤⇥⌅⇥: &⌘ $⌥⌦⌥⇣. '⌦�↵⌦�⌥ �⌘� ↵�⇣✏ ⌥⇢ (⌥� ⌃✏.

6. �⌫⇥: &⇣⌥⌦⌥⌃⌥. ⇥ ⌃⌥-� ⌥◆� ⌥?

7. �⇥⇤⇥⌅⇥: )⌘⌃⌘� ⌃�⇢⌦↵⇢��  ⇡ �↵⇢⌦⌥ ⌃ 8 ⇡⇢⌦⌘.

ROMANIZATION

1. NATASHA: V voskresen 'ye my yedem na shashlyki, poyedesh ' s nami?

2. YURA: S udovol 'stviyem! A chto mne nuzhno s soboy vzyat '?

3. NATASHA: Ya privezu marinovanoye myaso i shampury, Lena i Vitya privezut 
ovoschi, zakuski i ugol ', a ty mozhesh ' vzyat ' na sebya napitki.

4. YURA: Horosho. A kuda my poyedem?

5. NATASHA: Za gorod. Primerno chas yezdy ot Moskvy.

6. YURA: Zdorovo. A vo-skol 'ko?

CONT'D OVER
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7. NATASHA: Davay vstretimsya u metro v 8 utra.

ENGLISH

1. NATASHA: On Sunday we're going out for barbecue, will you go with us?

2. YURA: With pleasure! What do I need to bring with me?

3. NATASHA: I'll bring marinated meats and skewers, Lena and Victor will bring 
vegetables, snacks, and charcoal, and you can take care of the 
drinks.

4. YURA: Okay. And where are we going?

5. NATASHA: Out of town. About an hour drive from Moscow.

6. YURA: Cool. And, what time?

7. NATASHA: Let's meet by the subway at 8 A.M.

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

*$⌥◆� ugol' coal noun masculine

'⌦⌃↵�⇢ privezti
bring (by 
transport) verb none

�⌘�⇢⌥ napitok drink noun masculine

'⌥↵+⌘⇢� Poyehat’ go,take Verb None

⌅⌘✓◆✏ Shashlyk barbecue noun masculine
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(⌘⌦�⌥⌃⌘��✏� marinovanniy marinated verb participle none

*⇣⌥⌃⌥◆��⇢⌃↵ Udovol’stviye pleasure noun neuter

⌃� ⇢� vzyat' take verb (perfective)

⌅⌘��⇡⌦ shampur skewer noun masculine

�⌘ ⇡� ⌘ zakuska snack noun feminine

SAMPLE SENTENCES

� ⇥⇤⌅⌅⇧⇧ ⌃⌥⇤�o   ⇤⌦↵�⌥�� 
⇧⌅✏⇤ ⇣↵⌃��, ⌘ ✓⇤⌃ ◆⇧⌅⌦↵ ⇧ �⇤⌦�. 
"There are many natural resources in Russia, 
including coal."

�✓⇤⌦ ⌅⌦⇧⌫✏⇤⌃ ✓⇠⇡↵⌦�⇢,  �⇧⌧↵✓⌅⇠ 
 �⇧⌘↵�✓⇧ ↵�⇤ ⌥⇣ �⇣✏⇣�⌥⇤⇢ ⌃⇣⌫⇧⌥↵ ⇧� 
⌃⇣�⇣�⇧⌥⇣. 
"The table is too heavy; you need to bring it by 
the car from the store."

�⌃�⇧�⌥�⇢ ⌥⇣ ⇧✓⇤✏  ⇤⌃⇤�⇣↵✓  �⇧ 
 �⇤⌅✓⌧↵. 
"Ginger drink helps when you have a cold."

�⇣⌘↵�⌥⇤↵, ✓�⇧⌅✓⇣⌃  �⇧⌧↵✓⌅⇠  ⇤↵�⇣✓� 
⌥⇣ �⇤⌦�⌫⇤⌃ ⇣⌘✓⇤�⌅↵ ⌘ ✓�, ✓✏ ⌃⇣⌫⇧⌥� 
⌥⇣  �⇤✏⇣✓ �⇣✏⇤⌥◆⇧⌦⇧⌅�. 
"I guess tourists will have to take a big bus tour, 
because all the rental cars are taken."

 ⇣⌫⌦�✏ ⇧� ⌅⌘⇧⌥⇧⌥� ⇧ �⇣�⇣⌥⇧⌥� 
⌥⇣⇧�⇤⌦↵↵  ⇤ ⌦⇠�↵⌥ ⌘ ⇥⇤⌅⌅⇧⇧
Shashlyk iz svininy i baraniny naibolyeye 

rasprostranyen v Rossii 
"Pork and lamb shashlik are the most popular in 
Russia."

!⇤⌘⇤�⇠✓, ◆✓⇤ ⌅⇣⌃�↵ ⌘✏⌅⌥�↵ 
⌫⇣⌫⌦�✏⇧ ⌃⇤�✓  �⇧�⇤✓⇤⌘⇧✓� ✓⇤⌦�✏⇤ 
⌃⇡◆⇧⌥�. 
"They say only men can cook the most delicious 
barbecue."

" ⌃⇤↵⇢ �⇣�⌫✏⇧ ⇤⌅⇤��⇢ �↵#↵ ✓ 
⌃⇣�⇧⌥⇤⌘⇣⌥⌥�� ⇤��#⇤⌘. 
"My grandmother has a special recipe for pickles."

$ ⌅ ⌧⇤⌘⇤⌦�⌅✓⌘⇧↵⌃  ⇤⌅↵✓⇧⌦⇣ �� 
⌘�⌅✓⇣⌘✏ �⇣⌦�⌘⇣⌧⇤�⇣ %⇣⌦⇧, ↵⌅⌦⇧ �� 
⌥↵ ✏⇧⌦⇤⌃↵✓�⇤⌘�↵ ⇤◆↵�↵⌧⇧. 
"I would go with pleasure to the Salvador Dali 
exhibition if it wasn’t for the kilometer long 
queues."
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&� ⌘⌅' ⌘�⇠⌦?
Ty vsyo vzyal? 
"Have you taken everything?"

�⇤��⌃⇧ ⌅⌃✏,  ⇤⇡⇣⌦⇢⌅✓⇣.
Voz'mi sumku, pozhaluysta. 
"Take the bag, please."

�⇣ ⇤⌧⇧⌥ ⌫⇣⌃ �  �⇧�⇤⌧⇧✓⌅⇠ 8 
✏⌅⇤◆✏⇤⌘ ⌃⇠⌅⇣. 
"One skewer has eight pieces of meat."

(↵⌥)⇧⌥⇣ �⇤✓⇤⌘⇧⌦⇣ �⇣✏⌅✏.
Zhenschina gotovila zakusku. 
"A woman cooked the snack."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

�����  
This perfective verb means "to take something with someone." The context is that this 
something is brought on foot or in hands (not transport). 
 
For Example: 

1. � ����� ���	
��	
 ����������	 
� �
�

�. 
"I brought some sandwiches to the picnic."

2. �
� 
��
� ����� (� �����) ����� 
� ����. 
"I need to take (with me) a hat to the beach."

���	
��� 
This perfective verb means "to bring something or someone by some means of transport" (not 
on foot or in hands). 
 
For Example: 

1. ���� 
����� �
� ����� 
� ���
�

. 
"My dad brought me a doll from France."

2. ��� �� �
� 
�������� 
� ����
�
��	�
? 
"What will you bring me from your business trip?"
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��
�
��  
This perfective verb means "to go somewhere on some means of transport" (not on foot). 
The conjugation in the present tense is the following: 
 
����� 
������� 
������ 
������ 
������� 
������  
 
For Example: 

1. � ���� 

����� 
� �����
	� �� ��-

����. 
"I want to go to the Maldives someday."

2. !�� �� 

����� 
� ������? 
"How will you go to work?"

The imperfective verb would be ����� and the conjugation is the following: 
 
"�� 
"���� 
"��� 
"��� 
"���� 
"��� 
 
For Example: 

1. !��� �� �����? 
"Where are you going?"

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Verbs of Motion 
� 	����
�
��
  ��  
�
� �
 �
�����, ��
�
��  � �
��? 
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"On Sunday we're going out for barbecue, will you go with us?"
 

In Russian there is a special structural and semantic group of verbs—verbs of montion. A verb 
of motion functions with or without prefixes. 

Verbs of Motion without Prefixes 

 

 
Verbs of motion without prefixes always have imperfective aspect. They are divided into two 
big groups: verbs with unidirectional motion and verbs with differently directed motion 

1. Unidirectional Motion 

1. #��
 ("go to" *on foot)

2. "���� ("go to" *by transport)

3. $���
 ("take to, bring to" *on foot)

4. %���
 ("take to" *by transport)

For Example: 

1. &
 ���� 	 �����. 
"He is going to school."

2. &
� ���� 	 ����

��. 
"She is going to the hospital."

3. &

 ����� �	���. 
"They are bringing flowers."

4. �� ����� ���
. 
"We are bringing meat."
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2. Differently Directed Motion 

1. '��
�� ("go to and from" *on foot)

2. "��
�� ("go to and from" *by transport)

3. $��
�� ("bring to and back" * on foot)

4. %��
�� ("bring to and back" * by transport)

For Example: 

1. � �
�� 	 ����� ������ ��
�. 
"I go to school every day."

2. ���� ����� 
� ������ 
� �	������. 
"Father goes to work by bus."

3. � �
�� 
��� 	 �����. 
"I bring lunch to school."

4. (��� �	����� �
��� ������
��	. 
"This bus takes the passengers for free."

Verbs of Motion with Prefixes 
 

These might have perfective or imperfective aspects. 

1. Perfective Aspect 

1. ����
 ("go" *on foot)

2. ������� ("go" *by transport)

3. ��

���
 ("bring" *in hands, on foot)

4. ��
	���
 ("bring" *by transport)
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For Example: 

1. � 

��� 	 �

�. 
"I will go to the movies."

2. � 

��� �� ������
. 
"I will go out for barbecue."

2. Imperfective Aspect 

1. ��
���
�� ("come" *on foot)

2. ��
������ ("come" *by transport)

3. ��

��
�� ("bring" *on foot)

4. ��
	��
�� ("bring" *by transport)

For Example: 

1. &
 
���
��� ������ ��
�. 
"He comes every day."

2. &
� 
�������� � 
�� 	  ���
 ������  �� 
� )������	�. 
"She comes to our place (visits us) every year for Christmas."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Russian Barbecue 

 

Barbecue is very popular in Russia but the word barbecue (shashlyki) is not a Slav word. It 
has roots in Caucasus languages so we can guess this tradition was brought to the Russian 
culture from there. Russians have barbecues in summer and winter. Usually the preparations 
start two days before when we soak meat in wine and some spicy sauce. On the day of the 
barbecue we put pieces of meat with onions on skewers which length is about 30cm.  
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Shashlyki are cooked on a grill for about 20-30 minutes and are served on a plate without the 
skewer. Salads and bread usually accompany the barbecue feast. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥�: ⇥  ⌦? ⌥↵�� �✏⇣⌘⌦↵✓◆?  �✏��⌦�⌦ ⌦⌫�⇠⇡⇢↵�� �� ⌧⌦↵✏���✓✏.

2. ⌃⇥�⇥� ⌃⌥�: ⌃� ⌧!⌦ "!⌦ #⇢ ⌦⌫�⇠⇡⇢↵�✏⇣✏?

3. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥�: $✓�%⇣ �� 20.  ⌧⇣⌦� ↵ ⌫⌘⌦&!✏ �� �%⇣%⇠⌦↵⌧!⌦�.

4. ⌃⇥�⇥� ⌃⌥�: #⇢ ��✏ '⇣⌦ �⌦↵⌦⌘✓⇣✏ !�(⇡⌦✏ %⇣⌘⌦. #⇢ �✏ �⌦� ✓ &⇢ ✓ ✓ ↵⇢)⌦⇡✓⇣" 
✓⇠ ⇡⌦�� �� 20 �✓�%⇣ ⌘��"*✏, ✓ ✓ ⌫⌦ "⇠⌦↵�⇣"⌧+ ⌦&�✏⌧⇣↵✏��⇢� 
⇣⌘��⌧⌫⌦⌘⇣⌦�?

5. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥�: ,�, + ⌫⌦⌧⇣�⌘��⌧", ✓⇠↵✓�✓⇣✏...

ROMANIZATION

1. RABOTNIK: Allo? Ivan Petrovich? YA nemnogo opazdyvayu na soveschaniye.

2. NACHAL 'NIK: Na skol 'ko Vy opazdyvayete?

3. RABOTNIK: Minut na 20. Ya stoyu v probke na Kutuzovskom.

4. NACHAL 'NIK: Vy mne eto govoritye kazhdoye utro. Vy ne mogli by ili vyhodit ' iz 
doma na 20 minut ran 'she, ili pol 'zovat 'sya obschestvennym 
transportom?

5. RABOTNIK: Da, ya postarayus ', izvinite...

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER
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1. EMPLOYEE: Hello? Ivan Petrovich? I'm a little late for the meeting.

2. BOSS: How much longer will you be?

3. EMPLOYEE: About twenty minutes. I'm in a traffic jam on Kutuzov.

4. BOSS: You tell me this every morning. Could you please either leave the 
house twenty minutes earlier, or use public transportation?

5. EMPLOYEE: Yes, I will try to, I am sorry...

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

⌫⌦⌧⇣�⌘�⇣"⌧+ postarat'sya try verb none

⌅&�✏⌧⇣↵✏��⇢- 
⇣⌘��⌧⌫⌦⌘⇣

obschestvenniy 
transport

public 
transportation phrase masculine

⌫⌦ "⇠⌦↵�⇣"⌧+ pol'zovat'sya to use verb

✓ ✓ ili or conjunction

⌦⌫�⇠⇡⇢↵�⇣" opazdyvat'
be late, be 

behind schedule verb none

!�(⇡⇢- kazhdiy every adjective

.⇣⌦+⇣" stoyat' stand, be stuck verb none

⌫⌘⌦&!� probka traffic jam noun feminine

↵⇢)⌦⇡✓⇣" vyhodit'

to go out, to 
come out, to get 

off
verb

⌃�… ⌘��"*✏ na… ran'she earlier adverb none

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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�⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃⇧ ⌥� ⌦↵�↵�⌦ �  ✏↵⌦⇣ ⌘⌃✓↵◆⇤⌅ 

⌅↵ �⌦�⇧⇥⌅�. 
"Pupils try to pass the exams with excellent 
grades."

� ⌫⌥�⌅⇧⇧ �⇠⇡⇤ ⌦⇢⇤⌅⌅� ⌦�↵⌅ ⌥��⌦ 
�⌦�⇧⇥↵⇤⌦ � �⌦ ��  ⇧� ⌃�⌧� ⌦�⇥⌅◆ 

�↵ ⌥⇧ ↵⌅⇧⇤◆. 
"Japanese public transportation differs from the 
Russian one in terms of exact timetable."

⌫ ⇥↵ ⌦� ⌥��⇣✓�� ⇣ ⌘⌦�� ⌃⌅⇧⌧��.

Ya chasto pol'zuyus' etoy knigoy. 
"I often use this book."

⌫ ⌅⇤ �◆⇤� ⌥��⇣✓�⇢↵⌦⇣ � ⌃�◆⌥⇣�⌦⇤��◆.

Ya nye umyeyu pol'zovat'sya komp'yutyerom. 
"I don't know how to use a computer."

�⌅ ⌥�⇧⇤✏⇤⌦ ⇢ ⌥�⌦⌅⇧�� ⇧�⇧  �⇠⇠�⌦�.

On priyedet v pyatnitsu ili subbotu. 
"He'll come on Friday or Saturday."

 �!⇤ ⇧�⇧ ⇥↵�?

Kofe ili chay? 
"Coffee or tea?"

"�� ⌥�✏��⌧↵ ⌥� ⌦��⌅⌅� �⌥↵✓✏⇢↵⇤⌦, ⇧ 

⌅↵ �↵⇠�⌦⇤ ⇤⇤ �#⌦�↵!�⇢↵�⇧ ⌅↵ 10% �⌦ 
✓↵�⌥�↵⌦. 
"My friend is always late for work so she was fined 
10 percent of her salary."

 ↵$✏� �⇤⇠%⌅�⌃ ✏��$⇤⌅ &�✏⇧⌦⇣ ⇢ 

#⌃���.

Kazhdyy ryebyonok dolzhyen hodit' v shkolu. 
"Every child has to go to school."

� ⇤✓✏⇧⌦⇤ ⌦�✏↵ ⌃↵$✏� ⌧�✏?

Vy yezditye tuda kazhdyy god? 
"Do you go there every year?"

'↵ �⇠�↵⌦⌅��  ⌦���⌅⇤ ��⇧�  ⌦�⇧⌦ 
⌥�✏�✓�⇧⌦⇤�⇣⌅� ◆�$⇥⇧⌅↵. 
"On the other side of the street there is a 
suspicious man."

(� �⇤ �⇠⇧�⇣⌅�⌧�  ⌅⇤⌧�⌥↵✏↵, ⌥��⇠⌃⇧ ⌅↵ 

✏���⌧↵&  ⌦↵�⇧ ⇤⇡⇤ �✏⌅�� ⌥��⇠�⇤◆�� 

✏�� ⌧���✏ ⌃⇧& $⇧⌦⇤�⇤�.

Posle obil'nogo snegopada, probki na dorogakh 
stali yeshche odnoy problemoy dlya gorodskikh 
zhiteley. 
"After a heavy snowstorm, traffic jams became 
another big problem for citizens."

� ◆⇤⌧↵⌥��⇧ ↵& ⌅⇤⇢�✓◆�$⌅� ⇠ ⌦�� 

✏�⇠�↵⌦⇣ � ⇧✓ �✏⌅�� ⇥↵ ⌦⇧ ⌧���✏↵ ⇢ 

✏��⌧�� ⇧✓-✓↵ ⌥��⇠�⌃.

V megapolisakh nevozmozhno bystro dobrat'sya 
iz odnoy chasti goroda v druguyu iz-za probok. 
"In big cities it is impossible to get form one part 
of the city to another because of traffic jams."
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'↵◆ ⌥��↵ ⇢&�✏⇧⌦⇣.

Nam pora vyhodit'. 
"It's time, we should head off."

⌫ ⇠�� ⇣ ⇢&�✏⇧⌦⇣ ⇢⇤⇥⇤��◆ ⌅↵ ��⇧�� 

�✏⌅↵.

Ya boyus' vyhodit' vecherom na ulitsu odna. 
"I'm scared to go out on the street in the evening 
on my own."

'↵  �⇠⇤ ⇤✏�⇢↵⌅⇧⇤  �⌦��✏⌅⇧⌃ ⌥�⇧#⇤� ⌅↵ 20◆⇧⌅ �↵⌅⇣#⇤. 
"The candidate came for the job interview 20 minutes earlier."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

���������	  ("be late for")  
This imperfective verb can be translated as "be late"and often used with the preposition 
� 
("for") 
 
For Example: 

1. � ��������� 	� ������. 
"I am late for work."

2. 
	 ��������� 	� ��	
���

. 
"He was late for the meeting."

��...��
	
�   
This phrase is translated as " ... (minutes, hours, days, etc...) earlier." 
The noun after the preposition �� is used in the accusative case. 
 
For Example: 

1. � ��
��� 	� 5 �
��� ��	
��. 
"I came five minutes earlier."

2. � ������� ����� 	� ��� ��	
��. 
"I will graduate from school one year earlier."
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���	�����	�� 
This imperfective verb can be translated as "use" and can be used with machines, 
appliances, etc. The noun that follows this verb is used in the instrumental case. 
 
For Example: 

1. �
 ��
� ���
�����
�� ���� �
��	�����. 
"I can't use this rice cooker."

2. ��� ����
�
�� ���
�����
�� ������������� 	� 	�
�� �
���. 
"You are not allowed to use a calculator during the test."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Sentence ��  ����� ��  �� ...? ("Could you please...?") 
�� 
�  ����� ��  ��� �������	  �� ���� 
� 20 ��
��  ��
	
� , ��� 
���	�����	�� ��������

�� � ��
�������? 
"Could you please either leave the house twenty minutes earlier, or use public 
transportation?"

 

This set phrase is frequently used to ask for a favor or polite request. 

After the phrase we usually use a perfective verb. 

For Example: 

1. ��  ����� ��  ��  ������� 	  ��
 ��� ������? 
"Could you please show me this coat?"

2. ��  ����� ��  ��  �����	  ����? 
"Could you please pass me the salt?"

3. ��  ����� ��  ��  ������
�� ��
 
�� ���? 
"Could you please explain one more time?"

Sometimes this phrase is used in informal Russian with the pronouns "you," "he," and 
"she" (�  ��, ���). 
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The verb ����-����
 slightly changes the form-���, �����. 

For Example: 

1. �� ��� �� �� ��
���� ��� ��� �
��? 
"Could you please do it fo me?"

2. �� ����� �� �	� ��
!��� � ���
? 
"Couldn’t she go with us?"

Perfective Verbs

 

Perfective verbs are formed with different prefixes: 

1. ��- 

1. "��
��-�����
�� ("to like")

2. ���	
����-�����	
���� ("to like")

3. #!���-��
!��� ("to go")

4. $��
�
��	�	���-�����
�
��	�	��� ("to travel")

5. %����
��-�������
�� ("to look")

6. &�	�������-����	������� ("to have breakfast")

2. ��- 

1. $���
��-������
�� ("to pay")

2. '�
��-����
�� ("to learn by heart"

Sample Sentence: 

1. � �������� �� 
�� 	 �
������
. ("I paid for the food at the restaurant.")
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3. ���- 

For Example: 

1. (
����-����
���� ("to read")

2. %������-���������� ("to listen to")

3. �����	-��������	  ("to boil, cook")

Sample Sentence: 

1. � �������� ��
�� �� �
��. ("I have read the book in a day.")

4. �- 

For Example: 

1. )
����-��
���� ("to do")

2. #���- ��
��� ("to eat")

Sample Sentence: 

1. � ���� ��� ���
��
 ����. ("I ate three plates of soup.")

5. 	 - 

1. '�
��-	 ��
�� ("to learn")

2. $
��-	 �
�� ("to drink")

Sample Sentence: 

1. � ������ 	�
 ������ . ("I have learnt all the verbs.")

Some perfective verbs can be formed with the affix- ��- as well. 
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 For Example: 

1. $� ����-�� ����� ("to jump")

2. )	
����-�	
���� ("to move")

3. *
����-�
���� ("to throw away")

And some pairs of perfective and imperfective verbs have different roots. 

We must remember them as exceptions. 
 For Example: 

1. ��	��
�� - ������� ("to talk - to say")

2. ��	
��-������� ("to catch")

3. ����� -	���� ("to take")

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Traffic in Russia 

 

Are there any traffic jams in Russia? Of course there are. The Soviet times when it was almost 
impossible to buy a car are long gone. The number of cars has tripled in Russia and it 
happened so fast that the infrastructure—road and highway construction—could not keep up. 
Therefore all big cities such as Moscow, Saint-Petersburg, Irkutsk, and Novosibirsk struggle 
with traffic jams. Moscow is especially notorious for its traffic jams which can last up to six 
hours. There are special lanes for public transport but sometimes other drivers don't respect 
them and also there are so many cars with special lights (government officials get those). 
Usually in the city you can take a bus, microbus (with six or so seats which are private public 
transportation) or taxi to get to your destination. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⇤⌃: ⌥� ⌦↵ ���✏ ⇣⌘✓⌘◆↵✓ �⌘�⌫.

2. ⇠�⇡⇢⌥�: �⌘�⌘⌧⌘, ��⌘✓�↵. ⇧��⌦��� � ��⌘ �◆��↵✓ � �⌘� ↵  ⇣⌘◆✏!↵�". 
#⌘✓⌘� ��✓���✓ �◆$%�  ↵ &⌘✓ ⌧↵✓ �$ �  %� �⌘�. '✓!���⌘ 
&⌘���↵✓ �⌘�%⌘◆ ↵ � %. ⌥��� �✓ %��✓⌘(�� ↵ %�& �✓ . 
⇧��⌦��� ◆ %↵&✏⌫↵) � �⌘� &⌘�⌘�↵✓ %��✓⌘(��, &⌘✓⌘� 
%�& �✓ , � ◆ %⌘�*� !⌘��◆↵✓ �����"� ⌘◆⌘⌫↵. ⇧⌘� ↵ &���* 
!⌘��◆�✏✓ &⌘ ◆% � , ◆��↵✓ �⌫$ �↵� ✓ 20.

3. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⇤⌃: � %�% &⌘!�◆�✓?

4. ⇠�⇡⇢⌥�: #⌘!�◆�✓ � +���⌘� ↵ ⌦���⌘%⌘�. ⇠⌘��⌘ �⌫$ &⌘�⌘�↵✓ �⌘�%  
���✓��" ↵ &⌘�"&�✓ ✓��◆��↵

ROMANIZATION

1. ALEKSEY: Nauchi menya gotovit ' borsch.

2. MARINA: Horosho, smotri. Snachala nuzhno svarit ' bul 'on iz govyadiny. 
Potom nateret ' svyoklu i potushit ' yeyo s uksusom. Otdel 'no 
pozharit ' morkov ' i luk. Narezat ' kartofel ' i kapustu. Snachala v 
kipyaschiy bul 'on polozhit ' kartofel ', potom kapustu, a v kontse 
dobavit ' zhareniye ovoschi. Sol ' i perets dobavlyat ' po vkusu, varit ' 
yeschyo minut 20.

3. ALEKSEY: A kak podavat '?

4. MARINA: Podavat ' s hlebom i chesnokom. Mozhno yeschyo polozhit ' lozhku 
smetany i posypat ' travami

ENGLISH
CONT'D OVER
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1. ALEXEY: Teach me how to cook borsch.

2. MARINA: Okay, look. First you need to cook a beef broth. Then you should 
grate the beets and stew them with vinegar. Fry the carrots and 
onions separately. Cut the potatoes and cabbage. You put the 
potatoes into the boiling broth first, then put in the cabbage, and in 
the end you add fried vegetables. Add salt and pepper to your taste 
and cook for another twenty minutes.

3. ALEXEY: And how should I serve it?

4. MARINA: Serve with bread and garlic. You can even put in a spoon of sour 
cream and sprinkle with herbs.

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

&⌘!�◆�✓ podavat' serve verb none

⌅↵&✏⌫↵) kipyaschiy boiling verb participle none

⌥��� �✓ narezat' slice verb none

#⌘���↵✓ pozharit' fry verb none

#⌘✓ ⌧↵✓ potushit' stew verb none

⌥�✓���✓ nateret' grate verb none

⌥� ⌦↵✓ nauchit' to teach verb none

,⌘◆✏!↵�� govyadina beef noun feminine

⇣⌘✓⌘◆↵✓ gotovit' to cook verb

⇧◆��↵✓ svarit' boil, cook verb none

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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� ⇥⇤⌅⇧ ⌃⌥�  ⌦⌅↵⌥�⇤ ⌦� ⌃�⌥�✏⇣⌘ 

✓⌥✏◆, �⌅�⇤⌅��⌘ �⌫ 5 ⇠✓�↵. 
"This café serves a wonderful lunch which 
consists of 5 dishes."

⇡⌥⌃⌥�⌅✏⇣ ✏⇢�✏⌅ ⌅⌦⇢�⌃⌥⇤⌧ � ⌃�⌦�⇢� 

�⌅↵⇢. 
"You must put macaroni in boiling water."

�⌥� � �-⌦⌅�⌥� ��⌃⇢�✏⌅ � � ⇤ 
��⇢⌃⇤⇣ � �⌅⌫↵⌥ ⇤ � ↵ ��⇣ �⌫ ✏� . 
"Our chef slices the fruits beautifully and creates 
masterpieces from them."

!�✓� ✓ ✏⌧ "⌅⇤⌅��⇤⌧ ⌅⇠ ↵ ⇧⌅�✏⌅ ⌦�⌅�⇤⌅ 

⌦⌅�⌥��⇤⌧ ⌘#⌥ � ��⌥��⇤⌧ �⌅���⌃�. 
"If you are too lazy to cook lunch, you can just fry 
eggs and cook sausages."

⇡⌅ ⌦⌅↵�⇢"⌥ ✏⌥ ↵� ⇤  �  �⇤ ⇤⌅✓⌧⌃⌅ 

⌅�⌅��, ⌃⌅⇤⌅�⇣  ⇤⇢��⇤    �� ⌃�⌅�⌧. 
"My friend is on a diet and eats only vegetables 
stewed by her mother-in-law."

$✓ ⇧⌅�⌃⌅�✏⌅�✏⌅-�✓��⌅◆✏⌅"⌅ ⌦��⌅"⌥ 

⇧⌅�⌃⌅�⌧ ✏ ⌅⇠ ⌅↵�⇧⌅ ✏⌥⇤ � ⇤⌧ ✏⌥ 

⇧ ✓⌃⌅⌘ ⇤ �⌃ . 
"You must grate carrots for the carrot-butter cake 
on a small grater."

%◆ ✏⇣  ↵⌅⌃⌥⌫⌥✓�, ◆⇤⌅ ✏ �⌅⌫⇧⌅�✏⌅ 

✏⌥⇢◆�⇤⌧⌅⇠ ⌫⌧✏ �⌥⌫"⌅�⌥���⌥⇤⌧. 
"Scientists proved that it is impossible to teach 
monkey to talk."

� ⇥⇤⌅⇧ �⇤⌥✓⌧✏�⌃⌅⇧ � �⇤⌅�⌥✏  ⌦⌅↵⌥�⇤ 
✓⇢◆�⇢� "⌅�↵�✏⇢. 
"In this Italian restaurant, they served the best 
beef."

& "⌅↵✏ ✏  ��  ↵ �⇢�⌃� ⇢⇧ �⇤ 
"⌅⇤⌅��⇤⌧.

Segodnya ne vse devushki umeyut gotovit'. 
"Nowadays not all girls can cook."

' ✏  ⇢⇧ � "⌅⇤⌅��⇤⌧.

Ya ne umeyu gotovit'. 
"I can't cook."

⇡⌅ ⇧⌥⇧⌥  ⌅�⌅�⌅ "⌅⇤⌅��⇤.
Moya mama khorosho gotovit. 
"My mom cooks well."

&�⌥�� 2 ⌘#⌥ ↵✓ �⌥✓⌥⇤⌥, ⌦⌅�⌥✓⇢⌘�⇤⌥. 
"Boil two eggs for the salad please."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

�������   
This perfective verb is translated as "teach" and can be used in two collcations: 
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1. to teach someone 
 
For Example: 

1. � ������� ��	 ���� �����	
� ��-�
��	���	. 
"I taught my mom to speak English."

2. ��	
��� �����
 ��� ��	
�
� ���
��. 
"The teacher will teach us how to count fast."

2. to teach something 
 
For Example: 

1. � ����� 
��� �
��	������. 
"I will teach you English."

If a noun is used after the verb, this noun is used in the dative case. 
 
For Example: 

1. ��� ���� �����
 ��
� ��
����. 
"My mother will teach me cooking."

����	���  
This perfective verb can be translated as "grate." 
 
The conjugation in the present tense is the following: 
 
��
�� 
��
���� 
��
��
  
��
��� 
��
��
� 
��
��
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For Example: 

1. �
� ����� ����
  ��
�
�
� ����� ����. 
"She can easily grate a bowl of cheese."

2. � 
	����� 
� ����� ��
�
�
� �
� 
������ ���	���. 
"I will never be able to grate this hard raddish."

��	�
�� �  
This perfective verb can be translated as "cut" and "slice." 
 
For Example: 

1. ��
��� �������  ���� 
� !��
���. 
"Please slice some bread for breakfast."

2. � ��
����� 
�������� ���	����� ��� ����
�. 
"I cut some tomatoes for the salad."

The nouns are used in the genitive case so it means I cut some bread or tomatoes, not all of 
them. 
To emphasize the meaning "slice" we can add the word "fine" (
����). 

For Example: 

1. ��
��� ��� 
����, ��������
�. 
"Please slice the cheese (in fine slices).

In this case we used the noun in the accusative case so it means we will cut all cheese that 
we have. 

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Perfective Verbs 
�����
� ����� ���	���  ��
��� �
 �������� . 
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"First you need to cook a beef broth."

 

Perfective verbs denote the action that is finished, ended. 

Today we start learning about how to conjugate verbs. There are three tenses in Russian and 
the verb takes six forms in each tense according to the pronouns. The order is usually the 
following: I, you, he, she, it, we, you, they. 

We can conjugate perfective verbs only in the present and past tenses. The conjugation in the 
present tense has the notion of the future tense. Not to get confused with too many forms at 
once, we are going to start conjugating only in the present tense. 
 For Example:  

"����� I will do

"������� (singular) you will do

"�����
 he,she, it will do

"������ we will do

"�����
� (plural) you will do

���
���   they will do

Our main topic is the cooking verbs so in the grammar part we are going to conjugate all the 
cooking verbs we have in this lesson. 

We will start with the perfective verbs that are given: 

����	
� to teach

����� I will teach

����	�� you will teach

����	
 he, she, it will teach
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����	� we will teach

����	
� you will teach

�����
 they will teach

"���	
� to cook

"���� I will cook

"���	�� you will cook

"���	
 he, she, it will cook

"���	� we will cook

"���	
� you will cook

"����
 they will cook

��
���
� to grate

��
�� I will grate

��
���� you will grate

��
��
 he, she, it will grate

��
��� we will grate

��
��
� you will grate

��
��
 they will grate

#�
��	
� to steam

#�
��� I will steam
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#�
��	�� you will steam

#�
��	
 he, she, it will steam

#�
��	� we will steam

#�
��	
� you will steam

#�
���
 they will steam

#����	
� to fry

#����� I will fry

#����	�� you will fry

#����	
 he, she, it will fry

#����	� we will fry

#����	
� you will fry

#�����
 they will fry

����!�
� to cut, slice

������ I will cut

�������� you will cut

������
 he, she, it will cut

������� we will cut

������
� you will cut

������
 they will cut
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As you can see, the verbs with the pronoun "I" usually end with �-�-. 
 
For Example: 

1. ������

2. ��
���

The verbs with "you" (*singular) end with �� . 
 For Example: 

1. 
�������

2. ��
��	��

The verbs with "he, she, it" end with � . 
 For Example: 

1. ����	


2. 
�����


Verbs with "we" end with -�. 
 
For Example: 

1. ����	�

2. 
������

Verbs with the pronoun you (plural) end with -� � . 
 For Example: 

1. 
�����
�

2. ����	
�

Verbs with the pronoun "they" end with  -� . 
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 For Example: 

1. �����


2. 
�����


Perfective verbs with the prefix ��-

 

We have learned some prefixes already, like ��-, !�-, �-, etc. Today we add one more prefix 
to form the perfective verbs- 
�- 
 
For Example: 

1. ����	
� ("to teach")

2. ��
���
� ("to grate")

3. ����!�
� ("to cut")

Sample Sentences: 

1. #�������
�, ����� ���� ��
��	
�! 
"Please teach me how to cook."

2. � ��

� ��������, � �
 ��

�
 ���	�. 
"I will grate a carrot and he will grate a raddish."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Cooking in Russia

 

Cooking is one of the favorite hobbies among Russians. Men like to cook meat dishes: 
"barbecue" (shashlyk), holodets ("cold meat dish"), and steaks. Women like to cook pretty 
much everything but the most popular dishes are various soups, salads which might look as 
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an independent dish, and pies, or pirozhki of course. The main ingredients are fish, meat, 
vegetables, mils, and eggs. There are not many cooking herbs used except for dill and 
parsley, and the condiments are usually salt and butter. The ingredients are delicious on their 
own so the taste is very simple, plain for someone who prefers spicy food. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥ �⇥ ⌥: �⌦↵⌦��� �⌦✏⇣�, ⌘⌦✓◆⌦� ✏��✏�⌘⌦, ⌫⇣⌦ ⇠⇡ �↵�✓� ⇢� ⇢� 
�⌘�✓�⌧. ��⇠�⌧⇣� ⇠⇡�◆��!

2. ���  !" #$: %⌦&⌦'&�⇣�, ( )⌦⇣�✓ ⌘⇡ ✏*�+�⇣◆ ⇣⌦✏⇣.

3. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥ �⇥ ⌥: %⌦'�✓,⌧✏⇣�.

4. ���  !" #$: ⌅ )⌦⌫, �⌦&⇢(⇣◆ -⇣⌦⇣ ⌘⌦*�✓ +� �⌦�) ✓,⌫�) &↵,+�⌧ - �↵�*↵�✏⇢,� 
��↵, "✓�⇢, � $⇠�⇢�, � �⌦'�✓�⇣◆ �� ✏⌫�✏⇣◆(, +&⌦↵⌦⇠◆(, ,&�⌫� � 
&⌦✓��) ✓�⇣ ✏⌦⇠��✏⇣⇢⌦⌧ '�+⇢�. ��⌘(⇣�, +� ⇠�✏!

5. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥ �⇥ ⌥: !��✏�⌘⌦! ⇤� &↵,'⌘, � ✓�⌘⌦⇠◆!

ROMANIZATION

1. HOZYAYKA 
DOMA:

Dorogiye gosti, bol 'shoye spasibo, chto vy prishli na nash yubiley. 
Davayte vyp 'yem!

2. DRUG SEM 'I: Podozhdite, ya hotel by skazat ' tost.

3. HOZYAYKA 
DOMA:

Pozhaluysta.

4. DRUG SEM 'I: Ya hochu podnyat ' etot bokal za moih luchshih druzey - 
prekrasnuyu paru Elenu i Ivana, i pozhelat ' im schast 'ya, zdorov 
'ya, udachi i dolgoy zhizni vmeste. Rebyata, za vas!

5. HOZYAYKA 
DOMA:

Spasibo! Za druzhbu i lyubov '!

ENGLISH
CONT'D OVER
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1. HOSTESS: Dear guests, thank you very much for coming to our anniversary. 
Let's drink!

2. FAMILY FRIEND: Wait, I'd like to say a toast.

3. HOSTESS: Please.

4. FAMILY FRIEND: I want to raise this glass to my best friends—the perfect couple, 
Elena and Ivan, and wish them happiness, good health, good luck, 
and a long life together. Guys, to you!

5. HOSTESS: Thank you! To friendship and love!

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

⇤� za to preposition none

�⌦✓��⌧ dolgiy long adjective masculine

%⌦&⇢(⇣◆ podnyat' raise, lift verb none

⇠��✏⇣� vmeste together adverb

+� za
behind (about 

place); for preposition

�↵�⌧⇣� priyti to come (on foot) verb

�⌦&⌦'&�⇣◆ podozhdat' wait verb (perfective)

�⌘�✓�⌧ yubiley anniversary noun masculine

⇠⇡��⇣◆ vypit' drink verb

!*�+�⇣◆ ⇣⌦✏⇣ skazat' tost say a toast verb none
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%⌦'�✓�⇣◆ pozhelat' wish verb none

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥⇤ ⇧⌥� ⌦↵⇥⇥  ⌥�↵�� ✏⌥⇧⌦� ⇥ 

 ⇤⌥⇥⇣↵⌅⌘ ⌃⌥⌘⌃ ⇣⌦ ✓⌘ ⌅◆ ⇥ ⇥↵⌦↵⌘⌥�⌥⌅ 

✏�⌦�⌥ ⌥�✓⌫⇥⌅. 
"The CEO raised his glass and said a toast to the 
success and prosperity."

⇠⌥⇡  ✓⌃⇢ ⇧  ⌥⇣↵⌦↵⇥� ⌘⌅✏� ✏⌧� 

⌘�⇥�⇧⌥� �⌥��⇥�. 
"The way to self-knowledge was too long."

�⌅�⌥⌫⇧⌦ ↵⌅ ⌘�⌥��⌦  ⌥�↵�⌃⇢ ⌫⌅�⌥�⌦↵, 

⌥↵ ✏⌧� ⌘�⇥�⇧⌥� ⌃��⌅�⌧⇡. 
"The girl couldn't lift a suitcase, it was too heavy."

⇠⌧ ⇤⌦✏⌥⌃⌦⌅� ��⌅⌘⌃⌅.

My rabotayem vmeste. 
"We work together."

�↵ ⌘⇥�⌅� ⇣⌦ ⇧⌥� ⇢�⌃⌅⇤⌥� ⇥ ⌫⌃⌥-⌃⌥ 

⌫⇥⌃⌦�.

On sidyel za komp'yutyerom i chto-to chital. 
"He was sitting at the computer and reading 
something."

  ↵⌦⌘ ⇣⌦ �⌥�⌥� ⌅⌘⌃⇢ �⌦�⌅↵⇢⇧⇥⇡ ⌘⌦�.

U nas za domom yest' malyen'kiy sad. 
"We have a small garden behind our house."

!⌥�⌘⇢, � ↵⌅ ⌘�⌥�✓ ⌘⌅�⌥�↵�  ⇤⇥⇡⌃⇥.

Boyus', ya ne smogu sevodnya priyti. 
"I'm afraid I won't be able to come today."

"⌅ ⌘ ⌅�⇥, � ⌃⌅✏�  ⌥�⌥��✓.

Nye spyeshi, ya tyebya podozhdu. 
"Don't rush; I'll wait for you."

#⌧ ↵⌅ �⌥��⇥ ✏⌧  ⌥�⌥��⌦⌃⇢ � 

 ⇤⇥$�↵⌥⇡.

Vy nye mogli by podozhdat' v priyomnoy. 
"Could you please wait in a waiting room?"

25 �✏⇥�⌅⇡ ↵⌦�⌅⇡ ⌘�⌦�⇢✏⌧ �⌧ ⇤⌅�⇥�⇥ 

⌥⌃�⌅⌃⇥⌃⇢ � ⇧⇤✓�✓ ⌘⌅�⇢⇥.

25 yubiley nashey svad'by my reshili otmetit' v 
krugu sem'i. 
"Our 25th wedding anniversary we decided to 
spend in with family."
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# ⌘�⌅�✓�%⌅� �⌥�✓ ✓ ⌥⌃&⌦ �✏⇥�⌅⇡, 

↵✓�↵⌥ ✓�⌅ ⌘⌅⇡⌫⌦⌘ �✓�⌦⌃⇢ ⇧⌦⇧⌥⇡ 

 ⌥�⌦⇤⌥⇧ ⌘�⌅�⌦⌃⇢.

V sleduyushchem godu u ottsa yubiley, nuzhno 
uzhe seychas dumat' kakoy podarok sdelat'. 
"Father's anniversary is the next year, so we need 
to think about his present now."

⇠⌦�⌦ �⌥�⌥⇤⇥⌃, ⌫⌃⌥ �⌧ ⇥�⌦⌃⇢ ⌘⌃⌦⇧⌦↵ 

�⌥�⌧  ⌥ ✓⌃⇤⌦� ⇧⌦��⌧⇡ �⌅↵⇢ - 

◆⌥⇤⌥�⌦�  ⇤⇥�⌧⌫⇧⌦. 
"Mom says it is a good habit to drink a glass of 
water in the morning every day."

'⌦�⌥�⌥ ⌘⌃⌦⇤⌥�⌥ �⌥⌘⌃�  ⌥ ⇤⌥⌘⇥�⇥ 

⌘⇧⌦⇣⌦⌃⇢ ⌃⌥⌘⌃ �⌥�⌥�⌥�⌅↵⌦�. 
"The oldest guest was asked to say a toast for 
the newly weds."

�⌘⌃⌦⌅⌃⌘� ⌃⌥�⇢⇧⌥  ⌥�⌅�⌦⌃⇢ 

⌘⌫⌦⌘⌃�⇥�⌥�⌥  ✓⌃⇥  ⌅⇤⌅� ⌥⌃(⌅⇣�⌥�. 
"Before the departure there is nothing left but to 
wish a safe trip home."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

������ 
This perfective verb can be translated as "to come" but only on foot. If you want to say "come 
by bus or train," you will need to use another verb—��������. 

The conjugation in the present tense would be:  
	��
� 
	��
�
� 
	��
�� 
	��
�� 
	��
��� 
	��
�� 
 
For Example: 

1. �� ������ ���	�� ����� ���� �����? 
"Can you come around 5 o'clock?"

2. ���
� �� ���
��
? 
"When will you come?"
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���	� �   
This adverb is translated as "together" and usually is used with verbs. 
 
For Example: 

1. �� ��
�� �������� ���� ������. 
"We will cook dinner together."

2. ����� �������� ������ ������, ��� �
����.  
"It is easier to assemble furniture together than alone."


�... 
 
This preposition can be translated as 
1.  "to..."(like in the given dialogue) 

For Example: 

1. ���� �� ������ �� ��
�� !������������ ��
����� ! 
"Let's drink to our incredible parents."

2. "for, instead"  
 
For Example: 

1. "��� �� �� ����
� ��������, � ���� �
����� #�� �� ����. 
"If you can't cook, I can do it instead of you."

2. $������ �� ���? 
"How much is it for all?"

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Imperative Mood 
��
��� �  
�����! 
"Let's drink!"
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The imperative mood is used to make a request, order, or suggestion to an action. 

There are several ways to form the imperative mood and in this lesson, we are going to learn 
two ways to form them. The imperative forms usually exist in the second person both plural 
and singular. %� ("you") and �� ("you"). 

1.  The first way to make a verb imperative is to take the part of the verb without ending in the 
present tense conjugation (2nd person) and add -� (�) for singular and -��� for plural. 

For Example: 

We take the verb &�����—the form in the present tense in second person is �����
�. We 
take away the ending -���  and add   at the end -���� . To form the plural form we add - �� 
and it becomes ���� ��. To sum up, 

&�����- �����
�- ���� -���� ⇣� 

A similar example is... 
������-�����
�- ���� -���� �� 

In both cases the part of the verb without the ending finished with a vowel so we add  , not �. 

If the part of the verb without the ending ends with a consonant we add �. For Example, 

1. 	�
����- ��
����
�-��
����-��
����⇣�

2. $��!���-�����
�-�����-�����⇣�

For Example: 

1. $������ ������ ���, ������  ���? 
"Tell me what time it is?"

2. ����  ��� ��������� ���!�. 
"Drink this medicine right away."

2. The second and probably easier way to form imperatives is to take the verb ����  ("let's") 
*for singular and  ���� �� *for plural, and add an infinitive (for imperfective verbs) or a form 
in the present tense which is used with the pronoun "we." 
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a. Imperfective verbs 
 For Example: 

1. ����  ����! 
"Let's sing!"

2. ����  �������� ��-������! 
"Let's speak Russian."

3. ���� �� ���� 
���������! 
"Let's drink champagne!"

b. Perfective verbs 
 
For Example: 

1. ����  �����! 
"Let's sing!"

2. ����  ��������� ��-������! 
"Let's speak Russian!"

3. ���� �� ������! 
"Let's drink!"

Imperfective verbs can be formed from the perfective verbs as well. Usually we use 
different affixes to change the aspect of a verb: 

1. affixes -�-�- 
������ - ������
 "to save(once)-to save (many times)" 
 ������
 - ������
 "to step(once)-to step (many times)" 
 When we use the affixes -�-�- some sounds in the roots of the words can vary: 

  a. vowels a/o, �/ � 
   ���
�����
 - ���
�����
 ("to offer") 
   �������
 - �������
 ("to lock up") 

  b. consonants-�  /�, ��/' ,�/ ��  
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   �������
 - �������
 ("to answer") 
   �������
 - ������
 ("to forgive") 
   �������
 - ��������
 ("to put into") 
 2. affix -��- 

��
 - 
����
 ("to give") 
�
��
 - �
����
 ("to dress") 

3. affixes -���-���- 
������
��
 - ������
����
 ("to stare, to look") 
 ������
 - ��������
 ("to melt") 

When we use the affixes -���-���- the vowels -o and -a may vary. 
 For Example: 

1. ��
������
 - ��
�������
 ("to shudder")

2. ��������
- ����������
 ("to crack")

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Giving Toasts in Russia 

 

Giving  toasts is a very good tradition in Russia. Russians always drink to something and this 
something can be very elaborate. There is no one universal word like "Cheers" in English; 
Russians always come up with something interesting. The first toast is usually for "the 
meeting"—Za vstrecu, the second is for "the parents"—Za roditeley, the third is "to love"—Za 
lyubov, and if you continue drinking you can come up with your own. Many Georgian toasts 
are popular in Russia so we can say that this toasting tradition has its roots in the Caucasus. 
Georgian toasts are like stories full of humor and unexpected endings so it is sometimes very 
difficult to tell them the right way. Only those who are real fans of the toasting tradition can do 
this. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥�⇤: ⌅⇧⌃⌥� , ⌦⌃↵ � �. �✏⌥⇣�⇣⌘✏⌃, ✓⌥⌃ ⌘↵◆✓ ↵⌃⌘.

2. �⇤�⌫: ⇠⌃⇡⌃⇢⇣, ◆↵ ✓✏⌃⇣ ⌃��⌧�↵⇣✏ ⇣.

3. �⇥�⇤: �⌃✏, ⌦⌧�✏� ✏⌧�⇣ ⌧�⌥ ✏⌧�◆✓✏ ! . �⌧ ⇣�✏⌃⇣, "⌥⌃ ⌃✏  ⌃�.

4. �⇤�⌫: �⌧, ⌘⇧⌃⌥� , ◆ ✏⇣�⌃  # !⌧�⇧⌧✏⌧  $✏ ⇧⌧�⌥ !⌃%⇣↵&!.

5. �⇥�⇤: ⇤  ⌃✏ �⇣ ◆%!⌧ ⌦↵⌧✓⇣⌥, ✏⌧ ⇣�✏⌃⇣, "⌥⌃ ⇣& !⌃%⇣↵&!.

6. �⇤�⌫: ⌅⇧⌃⌥� , ⌃✏ ◆ ✏⇣& �⌧⇢⇣ ⌘◆⇧!◆ ◆!�⌧↵!

7. �⇥�⇤: �⌧… '( ⌦⌃ ⇣#↵⌃, ✓⌥⌃ ⇣�⌃ ⌦⌃(⇧⌧↵ . )⌧!⌃⇣ �⇣�!⌃ ⌘↵◆✓⌧⇣⌥⌘�.

ROMANIZATION

1. VOVA: Smotri, politsiya. Interesno, chto sluchilos '.

2. NADYA: Pohozhe, ulichnoye ogrableniye.

3. VOVA: Von, parnyu nadevayut naruchniki. Navernoye, eto on vor.

4. NADYA: Da, smotri, u nego iz karmana vynimayut koshelyok.

5. VOVA: A von devushka plachet, navernoye, eto yeyo koshelyok.

6. NADYA: Smotri, on u neyo dazhe lichniye veschi ukral!

7. VOVA: Da… Yey povezlo, chto yego poymali. Takoye redko sluchayetsya.

ENGLISH CONT'D OVER
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1. VOVA: Look, the police. I wonder what happened.

2. NADYA: Looks like a street robbery.

3. VOVA: There, they are handcuffing that guy. Probably, he's the thief.

4. NADYA: Yes, look, they are taking a wallet out of his pocket.

5. VOVA: And there's the girl crying, perhaps it is her wallet.

6. NADYA: Look, he even stole her personal belongings!

7. VOVA: Yes ... She is lucky that he got caught. It doesn't happen often.

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

�⇣�!⌃ redko rarely, not often adverb none

⇠⌃(⇧⌧⌥ poymat' catch verb none

◆!�⌧⌘⌥ ukrast' to steal verb (perfective)

�$✏ ⇧⌧⌥ vynimat' take out verb none

⌘↵◆✓ ⌥⌘� sluchitsa to happen verb

�⌧�◆✓✏ ! naruchniki cuffs noun none

*↵ ✓✏$( ulichniy street adjective masculine

⇥��⌧�↵⇣✏ ⇣ ogravleniye robbery noun neuter

�⌃� vor thief noun masculine

+⌃%⇣↵&! koshelyok wallet noun masculine

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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�⇥⇤ ⌅⇧⌃⌥�  ⇤⌦↵�⌦ ⌥⇥⇤�⇤, ��✏⌦�⇣⌘ ⇥⇧ 

⇣��⌘⌦ ✓◆⌅↵⇤⌦� �✓�� ⇣◆�⌫�. 
"They rarely read books, that's why they cannot 
express their thoughts."

⇠◆ ⇥⇧ �⇣�⇡⇧⇢� ���⇣↵⌦� ⌃⇤⌥⌘� �⌦⇤⌧⌘! 
"You can't catch this wild bird."

�⌦� �⇥⇤ ⌘⌥⌅↵⌫⇤?

Chto oni ukrali? 
"What did they steal?"

�⌦� ⌘⌥⌅↵⌫ �⌘⇣↵⇡⇥⇤⌥?

Kto ukral bumazhnik? 
"Who stole the wallet?"

 ⇧ ⇣��⌫⇤ �◆ !◆ ✓◆⇥⌘⌦� ⌃�⌥⌘⇣⇧⇥⌦◆ ⇤ 

�⌘⇣⌥⇤, ⌘ ⇣⇧⇥" ↵⇥"⌦◆ ⌅⌘⌥⇤? 
"Could you please take out the documents from 
the bag, my hands are busy?"

�⌦� �⌫⌘ ⇤⌫���?

Shto sluchilos'? 
"What happened?"

#�⌫⇤⌧⇧��⌥⇤� �⌥�⌅� ↵⌥�⇥ ⇤⌦ ��◆�⌥, 

✓��⇣$⌦ ⇥↵⌅⌘ ⇥⇤⌥⇤ ⇤ ↵⌅⇧�⌦⌘⇧⌦ 
��⌃�⌅⇧✓↵⇧⇣���, ⌦⌥ ⌘⌫⇤⌥⇤ ⌘⇡⇧ 

⇥↵�⌃⇧⇥◆. 
"The policeman will finish the search, take the 
cuffs and arrest the suspect because the clues 
have been found already."

%⌫⇤ ⇥◆� �⇧✓⇧⌧ ⇥⇧ ⌅↵ ��⌫⌘ ↵⌫ 

��⌫�⇢⇤⇧ ⌃⇧⇥��⇤ �⌦ �⌅�&�⇡⇤&. 
"Not only once, the street singer has received lots 
of money from the passers-by."

'⌦� �◆⌫� ��⌅↵�⌫⇧⇥⇤⇧ ✓⇧⌥↵. 
"It was the robbery of the century."

#�⇤&�⌫��⇤" �⌦⇧⌫�⇥��� ✓�⌅↵ ⇥⇧ 

��⌃⌃↵⇧⌦�" ⌫��⇤⌥⇧, ��⌫⇤⌧⇧��⌥⇤⇧ ⌘⇡⇧ 

��⌃ �◆⌦↵�⌦�" ⇧�� ���⇣↵⌦�. 
"This hotel thief's psychology doesn't follow any 
logic so the policemen have been trying to catch 
him for a year."

⇠�⌫�⌥� ⌃�⇣↵ " ⌘✓⇤⌃⇧⌫↵ ⌅↵⌅⇧ ⇥↵ �⌘⇣⌥⇧ ⇤ ��⇥"⌫↵,  ⌦� ⌥�⇢⇧⌫�⌥↵ ⇥⇧⌦. 
"Only at home I saw a cut on my bag  and realized that my wallet is gone."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE
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��������	 
This perfective verb is translated as "occur" or "happen" and exists only in the third person. 
The conjugation in the present tense is 
��������	 
����
��	 
In the past tense it is 
��������� 
������
�� 
�������	 
��������� 
 
For Example: 

1. ��� ���������? 
"What happened?"

2. 
 ��������, ���-�� ��
���� �������	. 
"I feel something terrible will happen."


���
���  
This imperfective verb can be translated as "take out." The conjugation in the present tense is 
�����
� 
�����
��� 
�����
�� 
�����
�� 
�����
��� 
�����
�� 
 
For Example: 

1. ��� �����
�� ������ �� �
��
���. 
"They are taking out change from their pockets."

2. �� �����
�  ��
����� ����� �� ��� �����
�
. 
"He was taking out a beautiful doll from his suitcase."

�������  
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This perfective verb is translated as "steal" or "rob" and the conjugation in the present tense is 
���
�� 
���
���� 
���
��� 
���
��� 
���
���� 
���
��� 
 
For Example: 

1. ����� �� ���
���  ��� ��
�� ����� ���!����
��	. 
"No one will steal my precious memories."

2. "
� ���
��� ������� ����
���? 
"How do you steal one million dollars?"

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Verb Conjugation in the Present Tense 

��, ����� ��������  ���������. 
"There, they are handcuffing that guy." 
 

Verbs are words describing actions and states. They change according to tenses (present, 
past, and future), to person (in the present and future), to gender (in the past), and to number. 
Russian verbs are divided into two conjugations. 

Verbs of the first conjugation end with -
�� and -	��. The verbs of the second conjugation 
end with -��� and -���. 

The examples of the verbs of the first conjugation are: 

1. ���
�� ("to read")

2. #�
�� ("to know")

3. ����
�� ("to listen")
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4. $��
�� ("to do")

5. #
���
���	 ("to practice")

6. "
�
���	 ("to ride")

7. %��
�� ("to write")

8. %����
��	�� ("to congratulate")

And in this lesson we have: 

1. �����
�� ("take out")

2. ���
��� ("to steal")

3. %�&�
�� ("to catch")

We conjugate the verbs according to person. 
 For Example: 


���
���  ("to take out") 

 �����
� ("I take out") 
'� �����
��� ("you take out") 
�� �����
�� ("he takes out") 
(� �����
�� ("we take out") 
�� �����
��� ("you take out") 
�����
��  ("they take out") 

And 
 ���
��� ("to steal") 
���
�� ("I will steal") 
���
���� ("you will steal") 
���
��� ("he,she will steal") 
���
��� ("we will steal") 
���
���� ("you will steal") 
���
��� ("they will steal") 
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For Example: 

1. �� �����
�� ������ �� �
��
���. 
"He is taking out the change from his pockets," Or "He takes out the change form his 
pockets."

There is just one present tense in Russian so it can be translated as present simple or 
present progressive in English, depending on the context. 

The verbs of the second conjugation which end with -��� and -�� �  are: 

1. )������� ("to speak")

2. *����� ("to be sick")

3. ����� ("to teach")

4. +����� ("to walk, to go")

5. ��
�����	 ("to like")

6. "�!��� ("to buy")

And in this lesson we had: 

1. ��������	 ("to happen")

We can conjugate the verb like this: 
 )������� ("to speak") 
 )����� ("I speak") 
)������� ("you speak") 
)������ ("he speaks") 
)������ ("we speak") 
)������� ("you speak") 
)����	� ("they speak") 
 
And 
 +����� ("to walk") 
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+��� ("I walk") 
+����� ("you walk") 
+���� ("he walks") 
+���� ("we walk") 
+����� ("you walk") 
+��	� ("they walk") 

There can be a slight change with the sounds [d] and [zh], [sh] and [s]. 
 
For Example: 
������ ("to take, to bring on foot") conjugates as: 
 ���� ("I take") 
������ ("you take") 
�����  ("he, she, it takes") 
����� ("we take") 
������ ("you take") 
���	�  ("they take") 

The verb ��������	 ("happen") is an impersonal verb so it has forms only in the third person. 
��������	 

There are some verbs that look like the verbs of the second conjugation but they are in fact 
the verbs of the first conjugation. For example, the verb "to be" - ����  
���� 
���� 
������ 
����� 
����	 
������ ����� 

Other examples are: 

1. ���� ("to live")

2. !���� ("to swim")

3. �,
�� ("to go by transport")

CULTURAL INSIGHT
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Crime in Russia

 

Every country struggles with increasing crime rates and Russia is not an exception. The most 
common crimes are thefts, robbery, mugging, assalt, fraud, and bribery. If something 
unfortunate happens to you, you should go to the police and fill out an application form. The 
police will process the application, although, don't have high hopes for the little crimes; the 
police are very busy so with a little theft they probably won't use many resources to resolve it. 
By the way, the police used to be called "militia" (militsiya) in Russia but recently have been 
renamed and became "police" (politsiya). 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅: ⇧⌃⌥⌃� ⌥ ⌃⌦↵�⌃� ⌦�⌃��✏⌃, ↵ ⇣ �⌘✓ ◆⌃ �↵�⌫!

2. ⇠⇡⇢⇡: �⌧✓ ��⌃◆↵⌫ �⇡� ⌃, ⌃ !⌧⌃ ⇣⌃ ⌃ ⇣ ✓⌦⌧✓ "�#⌧ ⌦�✓⌫$ ✓%⌫ ⌫�↵ ◆⌃ 
 ⌫&↵⌦⌧ ⌃�↵'.

3. �⇥⇤⌅: ⇡⌃, �◆⌃%↵⌧, ⌘⌫⌦⌧✓, &�⌫ �'�↵ "⌫◆�⌧⌦� � (✓⌦⌦↵↵ ◆⌃�)�⌃⌫⌧⌦� 
�⇡� .

4. ⇠⇡⇢⇡: �⌃, ◆✓ ⌧⌃⌘ ◆⌫ ⌧✓��⌥✓ "⌫◆�⌧⌦�. *⌃⌘ ⌫+# ↵  ⌃��✓��⌧⌦�, 
 ⌫&↵⌦⌧ ↵ '⌧  ✓"�⌫◆↵⌫, ⌦⌘⌫ ⌧�, ⌦)◆✓��⌫◆↵⌫ ↵ ⌧⌃⌥ �⌃�⌫⌫.

5. �⇥⇤⌅: ,⌘⌘...  ⌘✓⌧ ↵, ⌘◆⌫ ⌥⌃"⌫⌧⌦�, �✓◆ ⌧⌫ ��✓⌫ ⌧✓��⌥✓ %⌧✓  ⌃��⌫�↵⌦�.

6. ⇠⇡⇢⇡: �⌃, ⌥⌃⌥-⌧✓ ✓◆↵ ◆⌫ ✓%⌫◆� �⌫⌦⌫�✓ �)&����⌧...

ROMANIZATION

1. DZHEF: Kakaya krasivaya svad 'ba, i pryamo na ulitse!

2. MASHA: Eto zdaniye ZAGSa, a eta para prosto zhdyot svoyey ocheredi na 
registratsiyu.

3. DZHEF: Aa, znachit, mesto, gde lyudi zhenyatsya v Rossii nazyvayetsya 
ZAGS.

4. MASHA: Da, no tam ne tol 'ko zhenyatsya. Tam yeschyo i razvodyatsya, 
registriruyut rozhdeniye, smert ', usynovleniye i tak daleye.

5. DZHEF: Hmm... Smotri, mne kazhetsya, von te dvoye tol 'ko chto razvelis '.

CONT'D OVER
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6. MASHA: Da, kak-to oni ne ochen ' veselo vyglyadyat...

ENGLISH

1. JEFF: What a beautiful wedding, and it's right on the street!

2. MASHA: This building is the registry office (ZAGS), and this couple is just 
waiting for their turn to register.

3. JEFF: Oh, so the place where people get married in Russia is called 
ZAGS.

4. MASHA: Yes, but it's not only for marriages. People there also get divorced, 
register births, deaths, adoptions, and so on.

5. JEFF: Hmm ... Look, I think those two have just gotten divorced.

6. MASHA: Yes, they don't look fun at all ...

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

(✓"�⌫◆↵⌫ rozhdeniye birth noun neutral

"⌫◆↵⌧�⌦� zhenitsa

to get married 
(for a man or 

when speaking 
about a couple)

verb

-⌦)◆✓��⌫◆↵⌫ usynovleniye adoption noun neuter

�)&���⌫⌧� vyglyadet' to look verb
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⌦�⌃��✏⌃ svad'ba wedding noun feminine

✓%⌫ ⌫�� ochered' line, queue noun feminine

. �⌘✓ ◆⌃ pryamo na right in the preposition none

�⇡� ZAGS Registry office noun feminine

 ⌫&↵⌦⌧ ⌃�↵� registratsiya a registration noun, verb

(⌃��✓�↵⌧�⌦� razvodit'sya to divorce verb none

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃⌥⇧ �⇧ ⇧⌃⌦↵ � �⇥�⇥⌅⇥✏ ⇣⇧�⌘⇧ – 

 ⇥�⌘✓⇥⇧ ⌥⇣◆�↵⌃⌥⇧. 
"The birth of a child in a young family is a big test."

� ⌃⇧ ⌫⇥⇠⇡ ⇤⇧⌃⌥�⌘⇣⇢!

Ya nye hochu zhenitsa! 
"I don't want to get married!"

�⇧�⇧⌅ ⇡⇣⌃⇥��⇧⌃⌥⇧� ◆�⌥⇧�⌃⇧ 

�⇥⌅⌥�⇧�⌥ ⌅⇥�⇤⌃ ◆⇥�⇡⇠⌥�⌘ 

�⇧⌅⌥⌧⌥⌃⇣⌦⇥⇧ �↵⌦��⇠⇧⌃⌥⇧ ⇡ ��↵⇠↵. 
"Before the adoption the parents must obtain a 
medical certificate form the doctor."

� � �⇢⌅⌥✓⌘  �⇧⌅⌃�, � ⌫⇥�⇥✓⇥ 

⇣⇧ ⇢ ⇠⇡�⇣��⇡⇧✓⌘?

Ty vyglyadish ' blyednym, ty horosho syebya 

chuvstvuyesh '? 
"You look pale, are you all right?"

!⇧⌦⇥�⇥�⇧ ��⌅⌥ ⇡⇣��↵⌥�↵�� ⇣�↵⌅⌘ ⇡ 

◆⇥⌅ �⇥⌅⇥✏ ⌥�⌥ � �⇥�⌅⇡⌫⇧. 
"Some people have their weddings under the sea 
or in the air."

"⌦⇥�⇥ ⌦⇥⌃⇣⇡�⌘⇣��↵ ⇣�⇥�◆⌥�⌥⇣⌘ ��⌅⌥, 

#�⇥  �↵ ⇥⇠⇧�⇧⌅⌘ ⌃↵ ◆⇥�⇡⇠⇧⌃⌥⇧ �⌥�. 
"There was a crowd near the consulate—it was 
the queue to get the visa."

$�↵ ⌅�↵�↵ ◆�⇥⌥�⇥✓�↵ ◆�⇢�⇥ ⌃↵ 

�⇣⇥�⇧ 10,000⌦� ⌃↵⌅ �⇧��⇧✏, 

⇣↵�⇥⇡ ⌥✏⌧↵ ��⇥��↵�  ⇥� ⇡ � 

⇣↵�⇥�⇧�⇧. 
"This drama happened right in the air—10,000km 
above, the suicide bomber exploded himself."

!⇧ ⇥ ⇢�↵�⇧�⌘⌃⇥ ⌥⌅�⌥ ⇣�↵�⇡ � %&'(, 

�⇥⇤⌃⇥ ◆⇥◆�⇥ ⇥�↵�⌘ ◆⇥⇤⌥�⌘ ��⇧⇣�⇧  ⇧� 

◆⇧⇠↵�⇧✏ � ◆↵⇣◆⇥��⇧. 
"It is not necessary to go to the registry office 
right away—you can live together without the 
stamps in the passports." (without getting married)
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) �↵⇣ ⇧⇣�⌘ �⇧ ⌥⇣��↵⌧⌥⇢?

U vas yest' ryegistratsiya? 
"Do you have a registration?"

�⇧ ⌥⇣��↵⌧⌥⇢ ⇡⇤⇧ ⌃↵⇠↵�↵⇣⌘.

Ryegistratsiya uzhye nachalas'. 
"The registration has already begun."

*�⇢ ⇣⇡◆�⇡ ⇥�, ⌥�⇧�+⌥⌫ ⇥ +⌥✏  ⌥�⌃⇧⇣, �↵��⇥⌅⌥�⇣⇢ � ⇣�⇥ �↵� ⇣�⇥⇤⌃⇧⇧. 
"It is a hundred times more difficult to get divorced for the couple who has a common business."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

����� ��... 
This couple of prepositions can be translated as "right in" or "right on." 
 
For Example: 

1. ��������  ��	
  ����� 
	 ��
�. 
"The meteorite fell right on me."

2. ������� ��	
  ����� 
	 ��
�. 
"The bus was coming right at me."

�	�
��
� 
This imperfective verb means "to marry" but is used when the subject is male or we refer to 
the couple. 

For Example: 

1. �
� 
� ����� ��
����� �� �����	�� 
��. 
"They don't want to marry before their 30s."

2. �
 ��
����� 
	 
��, �	� ��
��� �	��
��� �
���� � 	����. 
"He will marry her as soon as he finishes his military service."

If we talk about a woman we must use the verb �������� �	���. 
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For Example: 

1. �
	 
� ����� ������� �	��� �	 ��
���������, �
����� �� �
� ������. 
"She doesn't want to marry a policeman, they are too rude."

������	��  
This imperfective verb is translated as "look like" and is usually used with adjectives or 
comparisons which start with "like" (�	�) or "if" (�	� �����). 
 
For Example: 

1. �
	 ���
���� ���
� ���	
�� � ���
��� ����	�� ��� �
	�	��. 
"She looks very tired with these dark circles under her eyes."

2. �
 ���
���� �	�, �	� ����� �����
  �����	�	. 
"He looked like he had seen a ghost."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Verb Conjugation in the Past Tense 
B�� � 	  ���	  � ����� ��� ����	�

� . 
"Those two have just got divorced."

 

Russian verbs change according to the tenses (present, past, and future), to person (in the 
present and future), to gender in the past, and to number. 

In this lesson we are going to talk about the past tense. 

The past tense is made up with the help of the suffix -�- 

For Example: 

 �
	��-��
	
  ("do - did") 
!��	��-���	
  ("read - read") 
"�������-������
  ("speak - spoke") 

There is just one past tense in Russia. Sentences in the past simple will be formed with 
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perfective verbs. 

For Example: 

1. # ���
	
  ��$ ���	�
$$ �	���� ����	. 
"I did my homework yesterday."

2. �
 ����
  ��� ��
��� � ����. 
"He drank all the milk in the house."

The verbs in our lesson describe the main events in human life that happened in the past so 
we will use mostly perfective verbs. 
 For Example: 

1. %�
�����- ��
�
�� ("get married" - "got married")

2. &�������-����
�� ("be born" - "was born")

3. '��
�����-���
���
  ("adopt" - "adopted")

Sample Sentences: 

1. # ����
�� � 1985. 
"I was born in 1985."

2. �
 ��
�
�� � ����	��� 30 
�� . 
"He got married at the age of 30."

To translate a sentence in the past progressive we will use imperfective verbs in Russian. 
 For Example: 

1.  �
	��-��
	
  ("do" - "was doing")

2. !��	��-���	
  ("read" - "was reading")

3. (�����-����
  ("walk" - "was walking")

4. )�����	����-������	
�� ("date" - "was dating")
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5. &	���	��-�	���	
  ("work" - "was working")

The verbs in the past tense have the form in the third person only and change according to 
gender and number. 

For Example: 

1. �
 ����
�� 
"He was born" 
�
	 ����
	�� 
"She was born" 
�
� ����
��� 
"They were born"

2. �
 �	���	
  
"He worked" 
�
	 �	���	
	 
"She worked" 
�
� �	���	
� 
"They worked"

If we wan to say "I" or "you," it would be he or she form depending on your gender. 
And in the case of "you" and "we," it would be the same verb as with "they." 
 For Example: 

1. # ����
	�� � ������. 
"I was born in Moscow."

2. *� �	���	
  � +�$-,����. 
"You worked in New York."

3. �� ��
� � &�����. 
"We lived in Russia."

There is a group of verbs that don't have the suffix -
- in the past tense, but only the form in 
singular and masculine gender. These verbs' infinitives usually end with -� 
. 
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For Example: 

1. +���� ("to carry"), 
�� ("he was carrying")

2. &	��� ("to grow"), ��� ("he was growing")

3. )���� ("to take" by transport), ��� ("he was taking")

 
Other forms will have the suffix as usual. 
 For Example: 

1. +��
	, 
��
� ("she (they) was/were carrying")

2. &��
	, ���
� ("she (they) was/were growing")

3. )��
	, ���
� ("she (they) was/were taking")

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Getting Married in Russia 

 

In soviet times religion didn't have place in social life so all the major events—weddings, 
divorces, funerals needed to be registered in the civil service which is known as ZAGS—city 
hall or register office. There are several ZAGS in one city but there is always a central office 
with the nicest facilities. If you want to get married in the central ZAGS you must fill out an 
application at least one month before and wait. It may be even longer for the central ZAGS 
because the queue can be very long, especially for some popular dates like July 7th, or 
11.11.11. There is one month though when there is not much queue for weddings—it is May. 
It is considered to be bad luck to get married in May because it is similar to the word 
mayat'sya, which means "suffer," and of course no one wants to get married and suffer the 
rest of one's life. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅⇧ 
⌃⇥⌥� ⌦↵�:

� �✏⇣ 20 ⌘⇣✓ ✏◆�  ��⌫⌘◆◆, �⇠ ⇡⇠ ⇢◆� ⌧⇠� ✓�� ⇢�� �! ⌧⇠ 
�⇠⇢⇢◆◆...

2. ⌥�⇧�: "�? � ⌧⇠  ⇣#� ◆#⇣��⇠?

3. �⇥⇤⌅⇧ 
⌃⇥⌥� ⌦↵�:

�⌘⇠✏�⇠ ⇢��$�✓%. ↵�⇠⌫⇡� ⌧�⇠⇢✓⇠ �⇠ ⇣✓⇢& ��'⇣( ⇣⇡), ��'⇣( 
�✓#⇠⇢*⇣�), ��'◆� ⌘!⇡⇣(...

4. ⌥�⇧�: ⇧⇠  ��⌫⌘◆◆ ✏⇣ #�⇠⌫⇠ ��⇢⇢�◆� #�⌫�$◆�⇠, �⇣⇢✓⇠���⇠, ⇡� ◆ 
⇢�#◆� ��⇢⇢�◆� #�⇠⌫⇠.

5. �⇥⇤⌅⇧ 
⌃⇥⌥� ⌦↵�:

"�, �⇠ +✓⇠ ⇢, �⇣ ✓⇠... -⇡⇣⇢% ⇡�✏⇣ ��⇢⇢�◆⇣ – �✏⇣ �⇣ ��⇢⇢�◆⇣. 
⇧�⇣��⇠⇣, � #⇣�& ⌧�⇠⇢✓⇠ �⇠⇢✓�⌘%⌫◆& ⌧⇠ ⇢�#⇠( �⇠⇢⇢◆◆. ⌦�#, 
#⇠⌘⇠⇡,✏◆, �⇣ ⌧⇠�&✓%...

ROMANIZATION

1. SEMYON 
PETROVICH:

Ya uzhe 20 let zhivu v Anglii, no do sih por tak skuchayu po Rossii...

2. TANYA: Da? A po chemu imenno?

3. SEMYON 
PETROVICH:

Slozhno skazat '. Inogda prosto hochetsya nashey yedy, nashey 
atmosfery, nashih lyudey...

4. TANYA: No v Anglii zhe mnogo russkih magazinov, restoranov, da i samih 
russkih mnogo.

CONT'D OVER
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5. SEMYON 
PETROVICH:

Da, no eto vsyo ne to... Zdes ' dazhe russkiye – uzhe ne russkiye. 
Navernoye, u menya prosto nostal 'giya po samoy Rossii. Vam, 
molodyozhi, ne ponyat '...

ENGLISH

1. SEMYON 
PETROVICH:

I've been living in England for twenty years now, but I still miss 
Russia so much...

2. TANYA: Really? And what exactly do you miss?

3. SEMYON 
PETROVICH:

Hard to say. Sometimes you just want our food, our atmosphere, our 
people...

4. TANYA: But in England, there are so many Russian stores, restaurants, and 
a lot of Russians themselves.

5. SEMYON 
PETROVICH:

Yes, but it's not the same... Here, even Russians are not Russians 
anymore. Perhaps I just have nostalgia for Russia itself. You young 
people wouldn't understand...

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

⌃⇠�&✓% ponyat' understand verb none

⇧⇠⇢✓�⌘%⌫◆& nostal'giya nostalgia noun feminine

$⇡⇣⇢% zdes' here adverb

⇤⇠⌘⇠⇡⇣✏% molodyozh youth noun feminine

��� �✓% ⌧⇠ skuchat' po miss verb none
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�✓#⇠⇢*⇣�� atmosfera atmosphere noun feminine

◆#⇣��⇠ imenno exactly adverb none

��' nash our
possessive 

pronoun masculine

⇢�# sam by myself adverb masculine

.✏⇣ uzhe anymore adverb none

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�⇥⇤⌅⇧-⌃⌥� ⌅⌦ ↵� �⇥�✏⇣⌘⌦, �⇥✓⇣✏  ◆ 

↵⇣�⇣ ⌃⇣ ⇤⇥⇥�⌥� ��⇧⌅ . 
"You will understand someday why I didn't tell you 
the truth."

⌫⌥✏⇥� ✓⇧⇠↵⇥ ⌃⇧⇠↵ �⇧⇣↵ ⌃⇥⇠↵⇧�⌦⇤⌥◆ ⇠ 

⇥⇠�⇥✏⌥⌃⇧⌃⌥◆✏⌥ ⇥ �⇣↵⇣. 
"In winter one has summer times nostalgia."

⇡⇣ ⇠⇧⌅⌥↵⇣⇠⌦, ⇢⌅⇣⇠⌦ ✏⇥��⇥.

Nye sadites', zdyes' mokro. 
"Don't sit down: it's wet here."

⌫⌅⇣⇠⌦ ✏⇥⌧⌃⇥ � �⌥↵⌦?

Zdyes' mozhno kurit'? 
"Is it okay (allowed) to smoke here?"

�↵⇧�⌘⇣⇣ �⇥�⇥�⇣⌃⌥⇣ ⌃⌥�⇥⇤⌅⇧ ⌃⇣ 

�⇣�⇣⇠↵⇧⌃⇣↵ ��⌥↵⌥�⇥⇧↵⌦ ✏⇥�⇥⌅⇣⌧⌦. 
"The older generation will never stop criticizing the 
youth."

�⇥⌃⇣✓⌃⇥, ��⇠�⇧↵�⌥⇧↵� ⇠� ✓⇧�↵ �⇥ 

�⇥⌅⌥⌃⇣. 
"Surely, the expats miss their homeland."

  ���⇥� �⇥✏�⇧⌃⌥⌥ ⌅⇥�⌧⌃⇧ ��↵⌦ 

⌅� ⌧⇣���⌃⇧◆ ⇧↵✏⇥⇠!⇣�⇧. 
"Any company should have a friendly 
atmosphere."

   ⇤⇥�⇥⌃⇥✏ ⌅⇣�⇣ ��⌥⇠ ↵⇠↵⇥⇧�⇧ 

⌥✏⇣⌃⌃⇥ �↵⇧ !⇧✏⌥�⌥◆. 
"In the case exactly this surname appeared."

"� �⇥↵⇣�◆�⌥ ⌃⇧⌘  ⇠⇥�⇧� .

My poteryali nashu sobaku. 
"We've lost our dog."

#⇤⇥ ⌅⇥✏ �⇥�⌦⌘⇣, ✓⇣✏ ⌃⇧⌘.

Ego dom bol'she, chem nash. 
"His house is bigger than ours is."
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$⇥✓⇣⌘⌦ ✓↵⇥-�⌥�⇥ ⇠⌅⇣�⇧↵⌦ %⇥�⇥⌘⇥, 

⇠⌅⇣�⇧� ⇠⇧✏, ⌃⇣ �⇥� ✓⇧� ⌅� ⇤⇥✏ .

Khochesh' chto-libo sdelat' khorosho, sdelay sam, 

ne poruchay drugomu. 
"If you want to do something well, do it yourself, 
don't ask anyone else."

& ⌥⇢ ✓⇧� ⇣⇤⇥ ⇠⇧✏.

Ya izuchal ego sam. 
"I learned it by myself."

'�⇥⌅⇧⇣(  ⌧⇣ ⌃⇣ ✏⇥⇤ ⇥�)◆⇠⌃◆↵⌦ �⇥� �⇧↵⇣�◆✏, �⇥✓⇣✏  ⌃⇣ �⇧�⇥↵⇧⇣↵ �⇧⇠⇠⇧, ⌥ ��⇥⇠↵⇥ 

⇢⇧��⇧�⇧�. 
"The shopkeeper could not explain to the customers anymore why the register doesn't work, and just 
cried."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

�������  
This imperfective verb can be translated as to "miss" someone or something and is used with 
the preposition �� and a noun in dative case. 
 
For Example: 

1. � ����� �	
��� �� 
��� ��
��. 
"I miss my family very much."

2. � �
�
 �	
���� �� ���� 	���
� 
��
�
. 
"I miss you every minute."

One difficult example that sometimes even native speakers struggle with is "I miss 
you" (plural). Many people would say � �	
��� �� ���, but the correct is actually � �	
��� 
�� ��
. 
 

�	
��� 
This adverb is translated as "exactly" specifically and is used rather flexibly in the sentence. 
 
For Example: 
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1. ��� �
���� �� ������ �	�����? 
"What exactly do you want to say?"

2. � ���
 �
���� ��� ������. 
"I want exactly this dress."


�
��   
This adverb means "here" and is used in both spoken and written language. 
 
For Example: 

1. � ������
 ���� �����. 
"I will wait for you over here." 

2. ����� 
� 
���
 	
���� ���� ������ �� �����. 
"And here we can buy our train tickets."

Mind the spelling, first -� and then -c, because even native speakers sometimes get the 
spelling wrong and write it like ����� or �����. 

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Declension of Cardinal Numbers 
� ��
  20 �
�  ���� � ������. 
"I have been living in England for 20 years already."

 

Cardinal numbers don't have gender forms except for one and two—����, ����, ����, ���, 
���. 

We will learn the declensions of the numbers 1,2,3...7, because they represent the main types 
of declensions and then a couple two-digit numbers—25 and 40. 

���� ��� ("one hour") 
������ ���� 
����

 ���
 
���� ��� 
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����
 ����
 
����
 ���� 
 ��� �����	� ("two girls") 
��
� ������	 
��

 �����	�
 
��
� ������	 
��

� �����	�
� 
��
� �����	�� 
  !� ����	� ("three dogs") 
 !"� ����	 
 !"
 ����	�
 
 !"� ����	 
 !�
� ����	�
� 
 !"� ����	�� 

The number 4 would have similar declensions. 
 #�
� ���  ("seven years") 
#�
� ���  
#�
� ����
 
#�
� ���  
#�
�� ����
� 
#�
� ����� 

The numbers 5,6,8,9,10-20, 30, 40 etc will have similar declensions. 

In the case of two-digit numbers both of them change the forms according to the case. 

����$��� ���� !
���� ("twenty-five rubles") 
����$��� ���� !
���� 
����$��� ���� !
���
 
����$��� ���� !
���� 
����$���� ����� !
���
� 
����$��� ���� !
���� 
 #�!�	 	��� ("forty books") 
#�!�	� 	��� 
#�!�	� 	����
 
#�!�	 	��� 
#�!�	� 	����
� 
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#�!�	� 	����� 
 This is one of the easiest declension because it has only two forms. 
 For Example: 

1. 
 
��� ��� ��!�	� �!"� !
����! 
"I don't have 43 rubles!"

2. � �

�� � ����
� ������� �!��	��� �� ����  ���. 
"I am thinking about the eight major projects for this year." 

�� 
 This conjunction is used very often in spoken Russian, but you can always find it in the 
proverbs, fairytales, etc. The meaning can be: 

1. "and" 

For Example: 

1. #����  �� ������! 
"Harmony and love!" (wishing to the newly weds)

2. %�� ������ �� ���
 ����!���, �� �� � �� ���
"��! 
"It is hard for me to talk about it and you would not understand anyway."

2. "but" 
 For Example: 

1. %��  �������	 �� ��!��. 
"A little body often harbors a great soul."

2. � �� ��� ������ , �� 
 
��� ���  �!�
���. 
"I would do this, but I don't have time."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Nostalgic Russians 
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Nostalgia is a very common emotion in Russia. Many people are still nostalgic about old 
Soviet times when people were nicer and the country was stronger than ever. It is difficult to 
explain exactly what it is that these people miss but this sentiment exists and must be 
respected. There is another type of nostalgia in Russians as well; those who left Russia and 
emigrated overseas miss Russia too. There were several immigration waves out of Russia—
at the beginning of the 20th century after the revolution, in the 90s after the collapse of the 
USSR. Some people did return but the majority stayed overseas and built their new lives. 
Many Russian artists make money on that feeling of nostalgia- they go to the US, have 
concerts with their old hits, and gain a lot of money. 



LESSON NOTES

Intermediate S1 #23
Precious Russian Memories 

CONTENTS 

2 Russian
2 Romanization
3 English
3 Vocabulary
4 Sample Sentences
5 Vocabulary Phrase Usage
6 Grammar
9 Cultural Insight

# 23 

COPYRIGHT © 2013 INNOVATIVE LANGUAGE LEARNING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



RUS S I ANPOD101.COM  I NTERMEDI ATE S 1 #23 - PRECI OUS  RUS S I AN MEMORI ES 2

RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤: ⌅⇧⌃⌥� ⌦, ↵�↵ ⌃� � ✏⇧⇣⇧⌘ ✓⇧◆⌥�↵⇧⌃���⌦?

2. ⇤��⌫: ⇠⇧⌥⇡⇢⌥⇧. �� ⌥��✏⌧✓� ⌃⌥⇡ ⌥� ⌥⇧�⌧ � ��✏⇧⇣⌧�⇡, � ✓⇧✏⇧⌃ ⌥�◆�� 
⌃⇡⌥�...

3. �⇥⇤:  �!⌥⇧-�!⌥⇧, ⌥⇡ ⌥⌧"⌥⇧ �⇧�⇧#�✏⌦. �⌧... � ✓⇧⌃⌥� ⌦ ⌥� ⇡ ✓⇡#�⇧⇡ 
���!�⌥�⇡?

4. ⇤��⌫: $�. �� ✓#⇧� ⌥� ⌃⇡⌥� �⇧#�⇢�⌘ �⌧✓, � ✓⇧✏⇧⌃ ⌧ ✏⇡⇣� ⌥⇡ %��✏�⇧ 
!⇡⌥⇡� ◆�✓�✏�✏⌦ ◆� ⌧"�⌥.

5. �⇥⇤: �!�... �⌧ � ⌃⇡!⇧��⌃ ⌃⇡��&⇡⌃ "⇡ ⌧ ⌥�� ��' %⇧#⇧ ⇧ ✓⇧⌧⇢�⇧�⌦.

6. ⇤��⌫: (✏⇧ ↵⇧�!� ⌃� ⇧✓⇧◆!�� ⌥� ��⌃⇧'✏, ✓⇧✏⇧⌃⌧ ⇢✏⇧ ✏� ◆�⇣� ��⇧⌘ 
✓��✓⇧#✏? $�, )✏⇧ ⇣�⇧ ✓#⇡↵#��⌥⇧.

ROMANIZATION

1. MUZH: Pomnish ', kak my s toboy poznakomilis '?

2. ZHENA: Konechno. Ty nastupil mne na nogu v avtobuse, a potom nazval 
menya...

3. MUZH: Ladno-ladno, ne nuzhno govorit '. Nu... a pomnish ' nashe pervoye 
svidaniye?

4. ZHENA: Da. Ty prolil na menya goryachiy sup, a potom u tebya ne hvatilo 
deneg zaplatit ' za uzhin.

CONT'D OVER
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5. MUZH: Mda... Nu s medovym mesyatsem zhe u nas vsyo horosho 
poluchilos '.

6. ZHENA: Eto kogda my opozdali na samolyot, potomu chto ty zabyl svoy 
pasport? Da, eto bylo prekrasno.

ENGLISH

1. HUSBAND: Remember how we met?

2. WIFE: Of course. You stepped on my foot in a bus and then called me...

3. HUSBAND: Okay, okay, no need to say. But...remember our first date?

4. WIFE: Yes. You spilled a hot soup on me, and then you didn't have 
enough money to pay for dinner.

5. HUSBAND: Yeah... Well, but everything worked well with our honeymoon, right?

6. WIFE: You mean when we were late for out plane because you forgot your 
passport? Yes, it was wonderful.

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

*✓⇧◆!�✏⌦ ⌥� opozdat' na be late for verb none

�⇡!⇧��⌘ ⌃⇡��&
medovyi 
mesyats honeymoon phrase masculine

✓#⇧�✏⌦ prolit' to spill verb
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✓⇧⌧⇢�✏⌦�� poluchit'sya

to work (out), to 
turn out, to be 

possible
verb (perfective)

⌅⇧◆⌥�↵⇧⌃�✏⌦�� 
�

poznakomit'sya 
s

meet, know 
someone verb none

�!⌥⇧ ladno okay, well, fine adverb

���✏⌧✓�✏⌦ nastupit' step on verb none

��◆��✏⌦ nazvat' call verb none

���!�⌥�⇡ svidaniye date noun neuter

+��✏�✏⌦ hvatit' be enough verb none

SAMPLE SENTENCES

�⇥⇤⌅⇧⇥ ⌃⌥⇤⇥�  ⌥⇧⇥⌦↵�  � ⇥⌃��↵✏⇣��� 
 � ⌘�✓⇥⇤��. 
"Only the pilot is never late for the plane."

◆ ⇥↵⌥��⇤��  ���⇤⌘⌫ ⇣�⇥⇥� ✓�↵⇥⇣✏� 

✓�⌘⌫⇠ ⌃⇥⌘⇤� �⇥⌦⇥, ⇧�⇧ ↵��⌥ ⌃���⇡�⇤⌥ 

⌥� ⇥⇢��� ⇧⇣��⌥✏. 
"The parents had their second honeymoon when 
the children moved out of their apartment."

⌧����� ⌃⇥⇤⌥⇤� ✓⇥⇤⇥⇧⇥.

Natasha prolila moloko. 
"Natasha has spilled the milk."

� ⌃⇥⇤⌥⇤ ���  � ⌘�⇥⇤.

Ya prolil chay na stol. 
"I have spilled the tea on the table."

�✏ ⇡⇥��⇤⌥ ��⇧⇥ �⌥�⌅ ⌘�⌦⇥↵ ⌫,  ⇥  � 

⌃⇥⇤ �⌥⇤⇥⌘⌅.

My hoteli zakonchit' segodnya, no ne poluchilos'. 
"We wanted to finish today, but it didn't work out."

⌧� ⇣⇥⇤  �⌘⌫,   ��⇢⌫ ⇣⌘! ⌃⇥⇤ �⌥�⌘⌫.

Ne volnuysya, u tebya vsyo poluchit'sya. 
"Don't worry; everything will work out fine."
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"⌥�⇤⇥ ⇣�✓⌫ ⌃⇥� �⇧⇥✓⌥�⌅⌘⌫ ⌘ 

⇥↵⌥��⇤⌫✓⌥, ⇥ ⌥ �⇥#� ⇥�� ⌅ 

⇣⇥⇤  $�⌘⌫. 
"It is time to meet the parents, they are worried as 
well."

⌧ , ⇤�↵ ⇥.

Nu, ladno. 
"Well, okay."

%�! &✏  �⌘� ⌃⌥⇤⌥ ✓ �  �  ⇥⌦ ! 

"⇥⌘�⌥��, ⌫  � ⇣⌥↵�⇤, ⌫ ��⇢⌥⇤ ⇥�⇧⌥. 
"Hey, you stepped on my foot. Oh, sorry, I didn't 
see, I have broken my glasses."

'⇥↵⌥��⇤⌥  ��⇣�⇤⌥ ✓� ⌫ ��⌥��. 
"My parents named me Maria."

�⇥� ⇢⇤⇥ ↵⌥ ⇧� ⇣����! ( � ⇧�#↵✏� 

↵� ⌅ ⇡⇥↵⌥�  � ⌘⇣⌥↵� ⌥⌫. 
"That blond is lucky! She goes on dates every 
day."

⌧�✓ ⇡⇣��⌥� )�⌥⇡ ↵� �⌦, ��⇥⇢✏ ⇥⇢*�⇡��⌅ 

⌃⇥⇤✓⌥�. 
"This money is enough to travel half the world."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

���������	
�� �... 
This perfective verb means "to know" or "to get acquainted with" someone and is used with 
the preposition c and a noun in the instrumental case. 
 
For Example: 

1. � ��� �����	
�� , ��
�� ��������	��� � ���	�����	 ���� �������. 
"I was so nerous when I met my fiance's parents."

2. �
��� ��	���� � ���	 ��������	����. 
"It is so nice to meet you."


��	�	
  
This imperfective verb is translated as "be enough" and exists only in the third person. It is a 
so-called impersonal verb. 
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����	� - present tense 
����	�  - past tense 
����	�� - past tense 
 
For Example: 

1. ��� ������ �� ����	� , 
���� ���	�� ����. 
"100 rubles are not enough to buy a cake."

2. ��� �� ����	�� ������	�. 
"I didn't have enough patience."

������	
��... 
This verb can be translated as "work out" or "happen" and can be used in both positive and 
negative meanings. This verb is impersonal so it exists only in the third person. 
 
����
	��� 
����
	���� 
����
	��� 
����
	���� 
����
	�	�� 
 
For Example:  

1. ��  ����
	���� ����
�������. 
"Everything worked out perfectly."

2. �� �����	 ������� ��� ��
!�, � ����
	���� ��� ���
��. 
"We wanted to do the best but it worked out as usually."

3. " ���� �� ����
	�	�� �	����� ������	. 
"Making the rice balls didn't work out." (My rice balls were not good.)

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is Verb Conjugation in the Past Tense 
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��  ���	 ����  ���  �� ���� � ��	����� . 
"You stepped on my foot in a bus." 

 

As we already know, the past tense is formed with the suffix -�- and there are three 
forms of the verb. 

For the pronouns �, ��, ��, ��� ("I," "you," "he," "she") we use two forms. 

For Example: 

1. �������  or �������� depending on gender.

For the pronouns ��, ��, ��	 ("we," "you," "they") we use �������	. 

Today we are going to add one more pronoun, ��� ("it"), althought not every verb has a form 
with it. Sometimes it doesn't make any sense. 
Anyway, the pronoun "it" is used with the verb which ends i� -o. 

For Example: 

1. ��������

So we can have four forms of verbs in the past, for example, the verb "to work" would be: 
 #������  
#������� 
#������� �������	 

Let's conjugate the verbs from this lesson in the past: 

��������	���� ("to get to know") 
��������	��� 
��������	���� 
��������	�	��. 
 The verb in neuter doesn't exist. 
 $�����	�� ("to step") 
������	�  
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������	�� ������	�	 

The verb $�����	�� does exist but it will have a different meaning—"to come" (like a 
season). 
 For Example: 

1. $�����	�� ����. 
"Summer has come."

$������ ("to call") 
������  
������� 
������	 
 ����	�� ("to spill") 
����	�  
����	�� 
����	�	 
 �������� ("to be late") 
�������  
�������� 
�������	. 
 ����
	���� ("to result in, turn out well, to succeed") 
����
	��� 
����
	���� 
����
	���� 
����
	�	�� 
 ��  ���	
�� ����
	���� ("everything turned out well") 
 For Example: 

1. " ���� ����
	���� ������	�� � ��	����	��� 
"I succeeded to enter the university."

And we are going to mention two verbs that have unusual conjugation in the past: 
The verbs "to go" (��	�) and "to eat" (����). 
The verb "to go" would be ��	�- ! � , !��, !�	, !��. 
The verb "to eat" would be ��	
-��, ���, ���, ��	. 
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And here are some examples with the verb in neuter gender: 

1. ��  !�� �� �����. 
"Everything was going acording to the plan."

2. �������� ��%����� ��� ����. 
"A strange creature was eating a fish."

The verbs which infinitives end with -�	 don't have the affix -�- in the masculine singular form. 
 $���	-� � ����	-� � 

There is an exception—the verb does't end with the -�	, but doesn't have the affix either. 

�����	
-���� 

The verbs which infinitives end with -
� have a variation of consonants in the root. 

For Example: 

1. &�
�-� �, ����� ("to leak")

2. ��
�-��
, ��
�� ("to be able to")

3. ����
�-����
, ����
�� ("to help")

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Maintaining the Memories 
 

How do Russians keep their memories alive? Many Russians have family albums with the 
most important events' photos. In Soviet times not everyone had a camera so people would 
invite a photographer to take a picture of the family. It is not surprising then that when 
cameras became available everyone tried to purchase one. Nowadays almost every family in 
Russia owns a camera or a videocamera, at least a simple one. Nowadays even real photos 
don't seem like enough so many people use Photoshop or professional photographers' 
services to make their photos look amazing. Social networks, blogs, etc. are also popular to 
make the memories come alive. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃: ⌥ � ⌦ ↵� ��✏⇣⌦�⌘✓◆?

2. ⇧��: �⌫⇠✓↵⇠ ✏⇣⌦�⇡, ⇢�⇢⇠� ⌧� ⌧�⌘� ⌦⇠◆ ���� , !✓⌘� ⌧� ◆ �! "⌫�!#�⌘ 
$ %⇠✓✓�⇡.

3. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃: ⇤✓⌘� ⌧� ↵� �! "⌫�!#�⌘ $ %⇠✓✓�⇡, ↵� ⌧� �! $✓↵⌫!↵�⌘ ⌦!�◆.

4. ⇧��: &�. ⌃ ⌧� ✏⇠ ✓�# "⇠⌫ ��⌘ $ ⇠✓↵⇠�!, ⌫�⌧⇠↵�⌘ ⌧� $ ⌫!⇢⌘�⌦�⇠� 
⇢⇠⌦"����...

5. �⇥⇤⌅⇧⌃: ' !✓⌘� ⌧� ◆ �! $✓↵⌫!↵�⌘� ↵!⌧◆ �✏!✓ , ◆ ⌧� ⇣!#�⌘� $ '⌦!⌫�⇢⇣.

6. ⇧��: (⇠)✏� ⌧� ⌦� $✓↵⌫!↵�⌘�✓  ↵�⌦!

ROMANIZATION

1. KSENIYA: O chyom ty zadumalsya?

2. BILL: Prosto dumayu, kakoy by byla moya zhizn ', yesli by ya ne priyehal 
v Rossiyu.

3. KSENIYA: Yesli by ty ne priyehal v Rossiyu, ty by ne vstretil menya.

4. BILL: Da. YA by do sih por zhil v Bostone, rabotal by v reklamnoy 
kompanii...

5. KSENIYA: A yesli by ya ne vstretila tebya zdes ', ya by uyehala v Ameriku.

6. BILL: Togda by my vstretilis ' tam!

ENGLISH CONT'D OVER
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1. KSENIA: What are you thinking about?

2. BILL: Just thinking about what my life would be like if I hadn't come to 
Russia.

3. KSENIA: If you hadn't come to Russia, you would not have met me.

4. BILL: Yes. I'd still be living in Boston, working in an advertising company ...

5. KSENIA: And if I hadn't met you here, I would have gone to America.

6. BILL: Then we would have met there!

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

!✓⌘� esli if conjunction

��↵ zhit' live verb none

↵⇠)✏� togda then adverb

↵�⌦ tam there pronoun

*�✏⇣⌦�↵ ✓◆ zadumat'sya think about verb none

+��� zhizn' life noun feminine

�⌫�!#�↵ priyehat' come, reach verb none

$✓↵⌫!↵�↵ vstretit to meet, pick up verb none

✏⇠ ✓�# "⇠⌫ do sih por still, until now phrase

%!⇢⌘�⌦��� reklamnyi advertising adjective masculine

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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�⇥⇤⌅⇧⌅, ⌃⌥�⌅   ⌦⌃↵� ↵ �⌃⌦ �✏⌃⇣�.

Napishite, yesli u tyebya budyet vryemya. 
"Write if you have some time."

⌘⌥�⌅ ✓◆⌃⇧�, � ⇤◆⇣◆�  ⌦⌃↵⌃.

Yesli hochyesh', ya pomogu tyebye. 
"If you like, I'll help you."

�⇥⇧  ⌅⌦⌃�� ⌫⌅� � �⇥✏⇣◆⇠⌅⌅ ⌥ ⌥◆↵◆⇡ ⌅ 

⌥ ◆⇢✏ ⌫⇥�⌧⌅⇣ ⇣⌅✏◆⇣. 
"Our teacher lived in harmony with himself and 
the surrounding world."

�◆��⇥ � ⇤◆��◆⇠� ⌃⇣  �⇥�⌦✏⇥.

Togda ya pozvonyu yemu zavtra. 
"Then I will call him tomorrow."

�� �⌥  ⇢ ⇤⌅�? �◆��⇥ ⇤◆⇧�⌅ �◆⇣◆⇡.

Ty vsyo kupil? Togda poshli domoy. 
"Have you bought everything? Then let's go 
home."

!⌦◆ ⌦� ⌥�⌃�⇥� ⌦◆��⇥?

Chto ty sdelal togda? 
"What did you do then?"

" ⇠⌅⇢◆��⇥ ⌦⇥⇣ ⇠⌃ ↵��.

Ya nikogda tam ne byl. 
"I've never been there."

" ⌦⇥⇣ ⌫⌅� .

Ya tam zhivu. 
"I live there."

#⇠◆��⇥ ⇠ ⌫⇠◆ �⇥� ⇣⇥⌦�⌥�, ⇤✏⌃⌫�⌃ 

⌃⇣ ⇤✏⌅⇠�⌦� �⇥⌫⇠◆⌃ ✏⌃⇧⌃⇠⌅⌃. 
"Sometimes you need to think carefully before 
you make a decision."

$⌥� ⌥�◆� ⌫⌅�⇠� ✏◆�⌅⌦⌃�⌅ ⇣⌃⌦⇥�⌅ 

⇤◆↵��⇥⌦� � %⇥✏⌅⌫⌃. 
"All their lives the parents have been dreaming of 
visiting Paris."

&◆��⇥ ⇣� ⇤✏⌅⌃�⌃⇣ �◆⇣◆⇡? '⌦⇥ �◆✏◆�⇥ 

⇤✏◆⌥⌦◆  ⌫⇥⌥⇠⇥. 
"When will we get home? This way is just terrible."

$⌥⌦✏⌃⌦� ⇣⌃⇠�, ⇤◆⌫⇥� ⇡⌥⌦⇥, � 

⇥(✏◆⇤◆✏⌦ ,   ⇣⌃⇠� ⌦�⌫⌃��⇡ ⌃⇣◆�⇥⇠. 
"Please meet me at the airport, I have a heavy 
suitcase."

" �◆ ⌥⌅✓ ⇤◆✏ ⇠⌃ ⇤◆⇠⌅⇣⇥�, ⇢⇥⇢ ⌦⇥⇢ 

⇣◆��◆ ⇤✏◆⌅�◆⇡⌦⌅.

Ya do sih por ne ponimayu, kak tak moglo 

proizoiti. 
"I still can't understand how it could've happened."

'⌦◆ ⇤✏◆⌥⌦◆ ✏⌃⇢�⇥⇣⇠�⇡ ⌦✏�⇢! �⌃ 

⇤◆⇢ ⇤⇥⇡ (⌦◆⌦ ⇢✏⌃⇣. 
"This is just an advertising trick. Don't buy this 
cream."

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE
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���������	 
This perfective verb can be translated as "to think" with a notion of start thinking, considering. 
Usually it is used with the preposition o ("about") and a noun in the prepositional case. 
 
For Example: 

1. � ��������� 	 �	
� �����
�, ����� ��	 
���
�

��� 30. 
"I started thinking about my future when I turned 30."

2. ��������� 	 ��	
� �	�
�
���. 
"Start thinking about your behavior."


��
��� �  
This perfective verb means "to come by some means of transport," not on foot. 
The conjugation in the present tense (with the notion of future) is: 
 
��
	�� 
��
	�	�� 
��
	�	� 
��
	�	� 
��
	�	�	 
��
	��� 
 
For Example: 

1. ����� �� ���
�
��? 
"When will you come?"

2. � ���
��� � �������� �� ��� ���� �� �	�
�����

. 
"I came to the airport two hours before the check-in."

�� ��� ��� 
This phrase is translated as "still," but its literal translation is, "until these times." 
 
For Example: 
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1. �� �	 ��� �	� ���
� � ���
�	
��
. 
"He still lives with his parents."

2. � �	 ��� �	� �	 ���� �����
� �
���
� ���������� ������. 
"I still don't know the Russian alphabet very well."

The question word "until when" will be �� ���
� ���. 
 
For Example: 

1. �	 ����� �	� ���  ��	� �����
!�����? 
"Until when is this going to last?"

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Unreal Conditional 
K���� ��  ���� ��	 ����� , 
��� ��  	 �
  ���
���  � ������. 
"What would my life be like if I hadn’t come to Russia."

 

Unreal conditional denotes a condition that was not met in the past or that is unlikely to be 
fulfilled in the future. In other words, trying to express our dreams or suggest some situations 
that are not real. 

The unreal conditional is formed by 	�

  � + verb in past tense. 

For Example:  

1. "�

  � � ��
��� ��� ��������
���� � �	�! 
"If only I had gotten to know her."

2. "�

  � � ���
  	# ���	�, �� ������

   � 	�. 
"If I knew her phone number, I would call her," or "If I had known her phone number, I 
would have called her."

We usually use the unreal condition to express our regret. 
 For Example:  
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1. "�

  � � ��� ������, �  � ��	
�
  ��� �	 ����������. 
"If only I could help, I would do it in a heartbit."

The main clause may be left out: 

1. "�

  � �� ���

! 
"If only we had known!"

2. "�

  � � ��
��� ��	
  
	����! 
"If only I could fly!"

���� ("if")

 

"�

 is also used to introduce a condition and the results if the condition is met. 
 For Example: 

1. � �����, 	�

 ��� ���  ��	�. 
"I'll go if she is there."

2. "�

 �� ���
�, ���	�� !	 �� ��	 �	 �����
�!? 
"If you knew, why didn't you tell me!?"

3. "�

 �
��� �	  ��	� ��
�������, �	�	�� �	 
��	�
���! 
"If no one votes, nothing will change!"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Russian Beliefs

 

Russians like to believe in many things and destiny is one of those beliefs. Many Russians 
like to believe that there is a higher plan and one day everything will be fixed in some magical 
way. There are many fairytales where the destiny takes the main character to unexpected 
places and challenges him to a reward at the end. But destiny is not the only thing Russians 
believe in. They also believe in the free will of a person and chance. In fact, which 
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element—free will, destiny, or chance—is crucial in human life has been the main topic of 
many literature masterpieces with Master and Margarita being the most famous one. 
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RUSSIAN

1. �⇥⇤⌅: ⇧⌃ ⌥� ⌦↵� ⌥ � ⌦��✏⌃?

2. ⇣⌘✓⌘: ◆ ���✏� ⌃�. ⌫⇠� ⌦�� , �⇡⇢⌦ � ⌧✏�-✏� �⇠�⌃⌥⇠�  ��⇠ – � 
⌦��! ⇠ � ⌥��⌥ ⇠"⇠�⇡� �⇠ #✏�$ ⌥�"��. �✏� �⇢�%⇠� � ⌦��✏⇠.

3. �⇥⇤⌅: &��✏�. ⌘ ⌥ �⇠�⌦ �� ⌦⇠�⇠ ⌥� ⌦↵�?

4. ⇣⌘✓⌘: ⇣⇠. ' �⇠�, ⌧✏� ( ✏��� ⇡⌦⇢�⌃$ %⇠ ⇠�✏� , ��✏��( ⌧✏� ✏⌃ 
⇡�� �⌦�. ⌘ �") %⇠ ⇠�✏�  ��*� �� � �⇢⌦✏� �� ! (��� � �⌥⌦.

5. �⇥⇤⌅: +��... �✏. �✏� �  ⇢� ���. ' ⌥� � ✏�⇢��� ⌥ ⇡⌥�⌦ ⇡⌦⇢⌃.

ROMANIZATION

1. ERIK: Ty verish ' v primety?

2. DASHA: V nekotoriye. Naprimer, yesli ya chto-to zabyvayu doma ya nikogda 
ne vozvraschayus ' za etoy vesch 'yu. Eto plohaya primeta.

3. ERIK: Ponyatno. A v znaki zodiaka verish '?

4. DASHA: Da. Ya znayu, chto u tebya sil 'niy kharakter, potomu chto ty 
skorpion. A yeschyo kharakter mozhno opredelit ' po gruppe krovi.

5. ERIK: Mmm... net. Eto ne dlya menya. Ya veryu tol 'ko v svoi sily.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER
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1. ERIK: Are you superstitious?

2. DASHA: Sort of. For example, if I forget something at home—I never go back 
for it. It's bad luck.

3. ERIK: I see. Do you believe in zodiac signs?

4. DASHA: Yes. I know that you have a strong character because you are a 
Scorpio. Also, you can tell a person's character by his blood type.

5. ERIK: Hmm...No. It's not for me. I believe only in my own abilities.

VOCABULARY

Russian Romanization English Class Gender

, (��⇠ � �⌥⌦ gruppa krovi blood type phrase feminine

-� � �⇢⌦✏� opredelit' tell, define verb none

.�� �⌦� Scorpion Scorpio noun masculine

/� ⌦⇠� Zodiac Zodiac noun masculine

/⇠� znak sign noun masculine

◆� ⌦✏� ⌥ verit' v believe verb none

/⇠�⌃⌥⇠✏� zabyvat' forget verb none

& ⌦��✏⇠ primeta
superstition, 

sign noun feminine

⌫���✏� ⌃$ nekotoryi some pronoun masculine

⌥��⌥ ⇠"⇠✏�⇡� vozvrashatsia to come back verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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�⇥⇤⇥⌅ ⇧⌃⌥�⇥⌅  ⇧⌦↵↵⇥ �⇧��� – 4. 
"The rarest type of blood is AB."

✏⇣ ⌘✓⇥⌃◆⌃, �⇥� �↵⇧⌃⌥⌃�◆� ⇧⇥⌘⇤⌃⇧ 

�⌥⌃�⌥⇣ ✓⇥  ⇥⌘? 
"Do you know how to tell clothes size just by 
looking at it?"

⌫⌃◆�, ⇧�⌥��⇠�⌃⇡⌅ ↵�⌥ ⌘✓⇥��⇤ 

���⇧↵��✓⇥, �⇤⌃⇢◆ ✓⌃⌦⇧⇥�✓��⌃⇠⌃✓✓⇣� 

⌧⇥⇧⇥�◆⌃⇧. 
"The children who were born under the sign of 
Scorpio have unstable character."

�⇡� ◆⇣ ⇧�⌥�⇡⌅ 15 ⇥� ⌦⇡◆⇥, ◆� ↵� 

⌘✓⇥�⌦ ⌘�⌥�⇥�⇥ ◆⇣ �⌃�. 
"If you wereborn on August 15th, then your 
Zodiac sign is Leo."

�⇥ ◆⇧⇥⇡⇡⌃ ✓⌃  ⇣� ⌥�⇧��✓⇣⌧ ⌘✓⇥���, 

↵�!◆�⇤⌦ ↵⇧��⌘�⇠⇥ ⇥�⇥⇧�⌅ ✓⇥ 

↵���⇧�◆⌃. 
"There were no traffic signs that's why there was 
an accident at the turn."

⌫⇥�⌃ �⌘⇧�⇡⇣⌃ �⌃⇧⌅◆ � "⌦⌥⌃⇡⇥. 
"Even adults believe in miracles."

#⇥⇤⌅◆� � ⇥⌥⇥⌃◆ ⇡◆⇧⇥✓✓⇣⇤ �⇥"⌃⇡◆��⇤ 

⌘⇥ ⇣�⇥◆� �⇡⌃ ↵�⌧�⌃. 
"Memory has a strange characteristic to forget 
everything bad."

�⇡� ◆⌃ ⌃ ↵⌃⇧⌃ ⌃�⇥⇥ ⌥�⇧� ⌦ "⌃⇧✓⇥⌅ 

��⇠�⇥, !◆� ↵�⌧⇥⌅ ↵⇧�⇤⌃◆⇥. 
"It is a bad sign if a black cat crosses your path."

�⌃��◆�⇧⇣⌃ ✓⇥⌦"✓⇣⌃ ⇤�✓� ⇧⇥$�� 

↵⇧� �⌥⌅◆⇡⌅ � ✓⇥↵�⇡⇥✓�� ⌥�⇡⇡⌃⇧◆⇥%��. 
"Some scientific works will come in handy when 
you write a thesis."

✏�⌘�⇧⇥&⇥�⇡⌅, ⌅  ⌦⌥⌦ �⌥⇥◆� ◆⌃ ⌅!

Vazvraschaisya, ya budu zhdat' tebya! 
"Come back; I'll wait for you!"

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

������  � 
This imperfective verb is translated as "believe in" and is followed by the preposition � and a 
noun in the accusative case. 
The conjugation in the present tense is: 
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���� 
������ 
����� 
����	 
������ 
���
� 
 
For Example: 

1. � ���� � ����, �
�
�
�. 
"I believe in you, darling."

2. �� ������ � 	
�? 
"Do you believe in UFO?"

��	
�
��� 
This pronoun is translated as "certain" or "some" and has the characteristics of an adjective 
that has gender and number, and it changes according to the case of the noun it is used with. 
 
���
�
��� - masculine 
���
�
��
 - feminine 
���
�
�
� - neuter 
���
�
��� - plural 
 
For Example: 

1. 	��
�
��� ������� �� ���������
���� � ��	�������. 
"Some women are not interested in getting married."

2. � ��
�� 
 �� �
���  ���
��
�� ���
�
��� ������
. 
"At school I didn't want to complete some tasks."

�

��������� 
This imperfective verb means "get back," "come back," and is followed by the preposition � 
and a noun in the accusative case. 
The conjugation in the present tense is: 
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�
��������� 
�
����������
 
�
���������
 
�
�������	�
 
�
����������� 
�
���������
 
 
For Example: 

1. � �
��������� �
	
� �� �
����. 
"I am coming back home by train."

2. K�� �� �
����������� � ��
��? 
"How are youc oming back to school?"

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Verbs of Motion 
E��� � ��
-� 
 
������ �
��—� ��	
��� ��  �

��������  
� ��
� �����. 
"If I forget something at home—I never go back for it."
 

There are many verbs of motion in Russian and most of them have different prefixes that can 
help us to guess the meaning of the verb even if we see this verb for the first time. We will give 
you both imperfective and perfective verbs. 

The most important prefixes are: 

1. ���- gives the meaning "to arrive" 
 ����
����-������ ("to come" - on foot) 
���������-�������� ("to come" - by transport) 
 
For Example: 

1. �� ������  � �
���. 
"He came to visit us."
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2.  -gives the meaning " to leave" 
  �
����-���� ("to leave" - on foot) 
 ������-������ ("to leave" - by transport) 
 For Example: 

1. �� �����  �
�!��� �����. 
"He left half an hour ago."

3. �-, �
-, �"- gives the meaning "to enter" 
 ��
����-�
��� ("to enter ") 
�"������-�"����� ("to enter" - by car) 

For Example: 

1. �� �
�#�  �
�� 	����  �����. 
"He netered 5 minutes ago."

4. ��- gives the meaning "to exit" 
 ���
����-����� ("to exit" - on foot) 
��������-������� ("to exit" - by transport) 

For Example: 

1. �
 ��
���
 �� �������? 
"What time did you leave?"

5. �
�-, �
�"-, �
�
- gives the meaning "to approach" 
 �
��
����-�
�
��� ("to come to, to approach" - on foot) 
�
�"������-�
�"����� ("to approach" - by car) 

For Example: 

1. �� �
��
�� �
 	��. 
"Don't come to me!"

6. ��-, 
�"-, 
�
- gives the meaning "step back" 
 ���
����-
�
���- ("to step back" - on foot) 
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��"������-
�"����� ("to move back" - by transport) 

For Example: 

1. � �� 	
�� 
�"�����. 
"I can't go back."

7. $
- gives the meaning "get as far as" "to reach" 

$
�
����-�
��� ("to reach" - on foot 
$
������-�
����� ("to reach" - by transport) 

For Example: 

1. %� �
���	 !���� �
�� 	���� . 
"We will reach in 5 minutes."

8. ���� - gives the meaning of "cross" 

�����
����-������� "cross" - on foot" 
����������-��������� ("cross" - by transport) 

For Example: 

1. ��� ������� 	�� �
�
��. 
"She crosses my path."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Russian Superstitions 
 

The superstitions in Russia meet you everywhere. People knock on the wood and avoid black 
cats everywhere. There are some unusual superstitions like sitting on your suitcase before 
you go on a trip to have a safe trip or show an ugly face to the mirror if you have to return 
home after you have left once but forgot something. The supersititons used to be considered 
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pagan by the Russian orthodox church but they are rooted so deep in Russians, even the 
Church could not eradicate them. So Russians continue spitting over the left shoulder, 
running away form black cats, and sitting on the suitcases. 


