
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

GPRrecords Presents 
KUNSTLER 

by JEFFREY SWEET 
Directed by ANNETTE O’TOOLE 

 
 

 
JEFF McCARTHY       CRYSTAL DICKINSON 

                    as                      as 
      William Kunstler                    Kerry Nicholas 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2 
 



 

 
Track Listing 

 
Track One………………………………………………………………..Prologue 
Track Two………………………………………………………………..The Law 
Track Three……………………………………………………………….NAACP 
Track Four……………………………………………………………..Chicago 7 
Track Five……………………………………………………………………Attica 
Track Six……………………………………………………….Wounded Knee 
Track Seven…………………………………………………………….Epilogue 
Track Eight (Bonus Track)…………………………….Interview with  
                 Jeff McCarthy 
Track Nine (Bonus Track)……………………………...Interview with 
                                                          Jeffrey Sweet and 
                Annette O’Toole 
 
 
The play takes place in a lecture hall at a prominent 

New York university in the summer of 1995. 
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JEFF McCARTHY  (William Kunstler) Throughout a career that has 
taken him all over the world, Mr. McCarthy has worked extensively in 
Theatre, TV, and Film.  Jeff trained as a classical actor with the American 
Conservatory Theater in San Francisco before coming to New York in 
1980. On Broadway he appeared in Chicago (Billy Flynn), The Grinch 
Who…(Grinch), Urinetown (Lockstock), The Pirate Queen (Dubdhara), Side 
Show (Terry), Beautyand the Beast (Beast), Smile (Big Bob), Zorba (Niko), 
Pirates of Penzance (Pirate King). In L.A. he appeared in Les Misérable  

(Javert), The Three Sisters (Vershinin), Search and Destroy (Martin), A Little Night Music  
(Frederick), City of Angels (Stone). Off-B’way audiences have seen him in Southern Comfort 
(Cap21), Sympathetic Magic (2nd Stage), Dream True (Vineyard), On the 20th Century (York) 
and regionally in Kunstler (Hudson Stage), Fox on the Fairway (Signature Theater,) Dirty 
Rotten Scoundrels (Virginia Rep), Mame (Kennedy Center), You, Nero (Berkeley Rep), The 
Underpants, The Price and The Front Page (Long Wharf), All My Sons, Sweeney Todd, Follies 
(Barrington Stage where Mr McCarthy is also honored to be an Associate Artist), Noises Off 
(Cape Playhouse)The Beggar's Opera (Santa Fe Opera) Henry lV part1&2 (Indiana Rep) Bed and 
Sofa (Wilma Theater) Arms and the Man (Huntington) A Lie of the Mind (Denver Center) 
Bedroom Farce (Center Stage), The Misanthrope (Guthrie), Buried Child and Pantegleize (ACT, 
San Francisco), Henry IV (Indiana Rep.), Sunday in the Park (Seattle Rep), A Lie of the Mind  
(Denver Center). Internationally he has appeared in Iphenigia in Aulis (AthensTheater Center) 
Lady Be Good ( La Fenice, Italy) and on television, "The Good Wife", “Schweitzer” (title role), 
“Letterman”, “Love Monkey,” “Star Trek: TNG” and “Voyager,” “Ed,” “Law & Order(s),” “Cheers,” 
“Designing Women,” “L.A. Law,” “In the Heat of the Night”, and many others.  His film credits 
include Starting Out in the Evening, Consent, RoboCop 2, Eve of Destruction, Rapid Fire, 
Cliffhanger. Jeff is the voice of the great Chuck Jones' creation, Michigan J. Frog. 
 

CRYSTAL DICKINSON (Kerry Nicholas) has performed on Broadway in 
the Tony Award winning play, Clybourne Park, where she received a 
Theater World Award for her Outstanding Broadway Debut.  Off-
Broadway she has performed at Lincoln Center, Manhattan Theatre Club, 
Playwrights Horizons, The Signature Theater, Soho Rep, The Atlantic 
Theater and the Negro Ensemble Company.  Regionally she has 
performed at the Mark Taper Forum, American Repertory Theater 
(A.R.T.), Contemporary American Theater Festival, Alliance, Baltimore 
Centerstage, 7 Stages, Houston Shakespeare Festival, Georgia 

Shakespeare and Illinois Shakespeare. She is a proud MFA graduate of The University of Illinois 
at Champaign-Urbana and a New Jersey Native.  Currently, she is working as a professional 
actor in New York City and occasionally serves as Adjunct Professor at both Pace University and 
NYU Tish School of the Arts. www.crystaldickinson.com 
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ANNETTE O’TOOLE (Director) began her professional career as a child, dancing on The Danny 
Kaye Show.  Her film and television credits include 48 HRS, Superman III, Cat People, One on 
One, Smile, Smallville, Law & Order, Nash Bridges, and The Kennedys of Massachusetts (for 
which she received Emmy and Golden Globe nominations).  She has appeared in New York at 
Playwrights Horizons, Classic Stage Company, the Flea Theater, Cap21, and in plays regionally 
at Barrington Stage Company, Arena Stage, the Goodman Theatre, the Old Globe Theatre, and 
the Ahmanson Theatre.  Ms. O’Toole was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Song with 
her husband Michael McKean for “A Kiss at the End of the Rainbow.”  Ms. O’Toole directed the 
premiere production of KUNSTLER for Hudson Stage Company. 
 
JEFFREY SWEET (Playwright) Jeffrey Sweet’s plays and musicals have been produced in New 
York, regionally and on stages in Japan, England, Hungary, Germany, South Africa and Mexico.  
One of the regular suspects of Chicago theater since 1979, he won the Jefferson Award there for 
Flyovers and Jeff nominations for Court-Martial at Fort Devens, Bluff and Immoral Imperatives 
(a/k/a Stay Till Morning).  He also won prizes from the American Theatre Critics Association for 
The Action Against Sol Schumann and American Enterprise (which was also included in the 
Best Plays annual).  His most-produced play, The Value of Names, was a favorite of Jack 
Klugman, who played it in six theatres.  He appears in his own solo show, You Only Shoot the 
Ones You Love, which had an extended run after its premiere in the New York Fringe of 2011.  
He also wrote book and lyrics for I Sent a Letter to My Love (music by Melissa Manchester) and 
the book of What About Luv? (music by Howard Ashman, lyric by Susan Birkenhead).  His books 
include Something Wonderful Right Away (about Second City) and The O’Neill (a forthcoming 
history of the O’Neill Center), as well as two widely-used texts on playwriting.  Oh yes, and some 
TV.  He is a member of Ensemble Studio Theatre, an alum of New Dramatists and a lifetime 
member of the Council of the Dramatists Guild of America. 

 
 
 

KUNSTLER received its world premiere at the Hudson Stage Company on  
April 27th, 2013 with the following cast and creative contributors: 

 
WILLIAM KUNSTLER………………Jeff McCarthy 
KERRY NICHOLAS……….…………….Keona Welch 

 
Director………………………………….Annette O’Toole 

 
 
 

5



Playwright’s Notes 
I was a teenager in the Sixties, and the issues and personalities of the time helped frame my 
view of much of American politics and history.  Though I didn’t plan it, Kunstler is part of a 
trilogy of plays reflecting different aspects of that decade.  Class Dismissed is about what 
becomes of young Boston radicals after an ill-advised protest goes farcically wrong.  Texas Boot 
is about the unraveling of the friendship between Lyndon Johnson and Senator Richard Russell.  
And Kunstler is, of course, about the attorney who used the law to fight battles on behalf of the 
movement.  Now that I think of it, probably the leading characters in these three plays would 
have little use for each other.  Certainly neither my young radicals nor Kunstler would have 
much regard for Johnson.  Yet I find myself sympathetic to some degree with all of them, for, as 
flawed as they all are, each would claim with some justification to be an idealist. 
 
Most of my plays are written because I stumble across a story I want to tell.  Thoughts of casting 
come later as productions are organized.  Kunstler is one of a handful of times I have written a 
play with a specific actor in mind.  I was watching Disturbing the Universe: Radical Lawyer 
William Kunstler, the marvelous documentary Sarah and Emily Kunstler made about their 
father, when it occurred to me that he had more than a passing resemblance to my friend, Jeff 
McCarthy, one of Broadway’s most talented leading men.  I called him and suggested he look at 
the film.  Two hours later, he called me back and said, “I could play this guy.”  And a project was 
born. 
 
I put aside the initial impulse to write it as a solo show.  Kunstler flourished in confrontation, so I 
wanted to find the right person to confront him, and one with a dramatically interesting reason.  
As it happens, a friend once attended a seminar Kunstler gave to a law class and witnessed a 
challenge from a student similar to what I have invented. 
 
This gives me the opportunity to thank folks who helped along the way.  First, Julianne Boyd, 
who directed a reading of an early draft at Barrington Stage, where she serves as artistic 
director.  Second, to Annette O’Toole, who in the spirit of friendship gave me one of the most 
useful notes anyone has ever given me, which prompted a restructuring of the play.  (Insights 
like this led to Jeff suggesting we ask her to direct the premiere.  She accepted and we could not 
be more pleased with her work.)  Also, I want to thank the trio of producers at Hudson Stage 
Company –  Denise Bessette, Dan Foster and Olivia Sklar – for inviting us to open the play there 
and for the support and suggestions that made the production such a happy experience. 
 
               -- Jeffrey Sweet 

 
 

6 



 

Praise for KUNSTLER 
“William Moses Kunstler journeyed from comfortable suburban lawyer to America’s most 
revered and reviled attorney for the civil rights and radical movements of that last half of the 
twentieth century.  For today’s law students facing an uncertain future in a world posing new 
threats to liberty, KUNSTLER illustrates the rewards and risk of living life in the law while 
remaining true to one’s principles.  This play brings to life the challenges of fighting for justice 
before history rendered its verdict on those causes.  For students wondering where are the 
Kunstler’s of today, they need look no further than the mirror – if they dare.  When I was a law 
student, Kunstler, the man, changed my life forever.  KUNSTLER, the play, may do the same for 
you.” – Ronald L. Kuby, William Kunstler’s law partner 
 
“Wise and revealing…Jeff McCarthy seduces his audience…[he] has the Kunstler style down pat, 
with disheveled gray hair, eyeglasses worn most often on the top of his head and a demeanor 
that seems to say, ‘I don’t have to try very hard to be brilliant and adorable’…an eye-opening 
history lesson.” – NY TIMES 
 
“Ingenious…riveting...Jeffrey Sweet’s galvanizing play about the controversial counselor, 
famous (and infamous) for defending social activists during the 1960s and ‘70s and, later, 
accused rapists, gangsters and terrorists.  McCarthy skillfully shoulders a huge burden.  Making 
her directorial debut, well regarded actress O’Toole never lets the energy flag. Along with being 
admirable theater, a stirring history lesson, and a vivid character portrait, KUNSTLER is sure to 
inspire budding lawyers.”  -- HUDSON JOURNAL NEWS 
 

 
Jeff McCarthy as William Kunstler  

Hudson Stage Company, 2013 
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Produced by 
Glen Roven 

Peter Fitzgerald 
Richard Cohen 

Recorded and mixed by 
Seth Huling 

 
Recorded at Sounds Associates Studio 

November 21, 2013, in front of a live audience 
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