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After a military career that had taken him to 
India, Afghanistan, Zululand, Ashantiland 
and Matabeleland, Colonel Robert Baden-
Powell, almost by accident, found himself 
in command of the town of Mafeking upon 
the outbreak of the Second Boer War in 
October 1899. Due, in large part, to a series 
of deceptions devised by Baden-Powell 
himself, the town withstood 217 days of 
siege by the Boers, against the expectations 
of both sides, before eventually being 
relieved by British forces under Colonel 
Mahon. Part of Baden-Powell’s defence of 
Mafeking had included the formation of 
a cadet corps of boys aged 12–15 which 
performed non-military duties – Baden-
Powell later described them as ‘a jolly smart 
and useful lot’.

 This spirited resistance was much 
celebrated back in Britain and immediately 
established Baden-Powell as something 
of a celebrity. Scouting for Boys and the 
scouting movement as a whole was born 
out of his desire to create a curriculum 
which provided recreation for boys while 
simultaneously training them in scoutcraft. 
Twenty boys, from different backgrounds, 
had participated in a camp at Brownsea 
Island in 1907 and it was its success that 
inspired Baden-Powell to go on and 
complete the book.
 Scouting for Boys was published in 
1908 in six fortnightly parts at a price of 
four pence a copy. What had been intended 
as a training manual for existing boys’ 
groups rapidly became the handbook of a 
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new movement. With the introduction of 
the King’s Scout Award in 1909 came the 
royal seal of approval and, in its first census 
in 1910, scouting encompassed as many as 
108,000 participants.
 The scouting movement quickly 
became a global phenomenon and in 1916 
the category of wolf cubs (for younger boys) 
was created, followed by the rover scouts in 
1920 for older boys. The first World Scout 
Jamboree was held at London’s Olympia in 
July and August 1920.
 Scouting for Boys was not the first 
guidebook published by Robert Baden-
Powell. Previous manuals included 
Reconnaissance and Scouting (1884), Pig-
sticking or Hoghunting (1889) and Aids 
to Scouting (1899) which were aimed at a 
military adult audience. In these publications 
– as in Scouting for Boys – Baden-Powell 
sought to convert the sub-military activity 
of scouting into a more regimented and 
formal programme, albeit for a grown-up 
audience. 
 Baden-Powell’s military experiences in 
the British colonies coloured his outlook 
of Britain’s place in the world which, even 
at that time, was starting to come under 

some threat. One of the stated purposes of 
training scouts is that many of them would 
become ‘frontiersmen of all parts of our 
Empire’, largely in the colonies, although 
‘scouting also comes in very useful in any 
kind of life you like to take up, whether it 
is soldiering or even business life in a city’. 
‘Play up! Each man in his place, and play 
the game!’ exhorts Baden-Powell. ‘Your 
forefathers worked hard, fought hard and 
died hard to make this Empire for you. 
Don’t let them look down from heaven, and 
see you loafing about with hands in your 
pockets, doing nothing to keep it up.’
 For many of us today the natural 
reaction is to scoff at a sentiment founded, 
such as it is, upon anachronistic notions of 
Empire. However, now over 100 years old, 
the scouting movement has been able to 
move with the times while still retaining 
its link to (and respect for) many of Baden-
Powell’s original precepts. 
 The book takes on a somewhat 
fragmented and random form and Baden-
Powell was to revise it frequently over 
subsequent years. He drew on a wide 
variety of different source material and this 
is a large part of the charm of the book 
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throughout, where ‘Notes for Instructor’, 
‘Camp Fire Yarns’ and ‘Scouting Games’ 
appear alongside more didactic elements. 
Most of the beginning of the book covers 
scout law and hierarchy, knots and badges, 
salutes, uniform and patrols. A short 
section on observation and tracking then 
leads into one on nature and animals. 
Campaigning and camp life are then 
followed by pioneering, health, chivalry 
and discipline, with the main section 
of the book concluding in first aid and 

 patriotism (which, to Baden-Powell, meant 
imperialism).
 The book is written in Baden-Powell’s 
usual conversational style – which makes 
it ideal for the audiobook format. Since its 
first publication in 1908 Scouting for Boys, 
in its many editions, has become one of the 
bestselling books in the English language. 
In addition to being an interesting historical 
record, it still has much to offer the scout of 
today.

Notes by Anthony Anderson

Hugh Dennis is perhaps best known as the star of BBC Two’s hit topical 
panel show Mock the Week, and BBC One’s hit sitcom Outnumbered. 
He began his career as one half of Punt and Dennis, whose credits 
include The Mary Whitehouse Experience and Carrott Confidential (with 
Jasper Carrott). He could be heard regularly on Spitting Image, and seen 
in My Hero. He has appeared as guest host on Have I Got News For 
You on several occasions. He is a regular contributor to the BBC’s radio 

network, both writing and presenting Radio 4’s award-winning The Now Show, Radio 2’s 
It’s Been a Bad Week, and writing The Party Line for Radio 4 and Radio 4 Extra. 



7

Credits

Abridged by Anthony Anderson
Produced by Neil Rosser, edited by Richard Hughes and mastered by Steve Croft for Red 
Apple Creative
Recorded at SNK Studios, London
Executive Producer: Anthony Anderson
p 2016 Naxos AudioBooks. Artwork c 2016 Naxos AudioBooks.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. UNAUTHORISED PUBLIC PERFORMANCE, BROADCASTING  
AND COPYING OF THESE COMPACT DISCS PROHIBITED.

Booklet and cover design: Hannah Whale, Fruition – Creative Concepts, using the front 
cover of the first part of Scouting for Boys by Robert Baden-Powell, published in January 
1908. Illustrations by Baden-Powell himself. 

CD catalogue no.: NA0236
Digital catalogue no.: NA0236D
CD ISBN: 978-1-84379-982-5
Digital ISBN: 978-1-84379-983-2



8

View our catalogue online at

n-ab.com/cat

For further assistance, please contact:

In the UK: Naxos AudioBooks, Select Music & Video Distribution,
3 Wells Place, Redhill, Surrey RH1 3SL. 

Tel: 01737 645600.

In the USA: Naxos of America Inc., 
1810 Columbia Ave., Suite 28, Franklin, TN 37064.

Tel: +1 615 771 9393

In Australia: Select Audio/Visual Distribution Pty. Ltd., 
PO Box 691, Brookvale, NSW 2100.

Tel: +61 299481811


