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Sent by the French government to examine the American prison
system, Alexis de Tocqueville spent nine months touring the United
States between 1831 and 1832. However, fascinated by the success )
of America’s democratic system, de Tocqueville took advantage of his
stay to examine the country’s foundations and glean ideas that might
rescue his homeland from the manacles of social inequality. He leaves no
stone unturned, exploring each branch of government, the constitution,
economics, religion, race, the judiciary, laws, principles, education,
culture, and views on wealth and poverty. Many of his observations

have been praised for their prescientl?e andyforesig{]t and many are still DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA

, A , s , Alexis de Tocqueville

relevant, offering fresh and piercing insights into American life today. Read by Peter Wickham
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theatre at the Rose Bruford College in England. He has worked
as an actor in the West End, and in theatres all over the UK and
abroad, from Venezuela to Laos. He has performed in television
and film, and has written a successful series of introductions to
Shakespeare for the BBC World Service. He was a member of
the BBC Radio Drama Company, where reading short stories and
serials started his audiobook career. For Naxos AudioBooks, he
has read Casanova'’s The Story of My Life, Darwin’s On the Origin
of Species and Hobbes's Leviathan.
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Chapter 10

The accession of the Federalists to power was...
Chapter 11

America is perhaps, at this moment, the country...
In America there is scarcely a hamlet which has not...
Chapter 12

The omnipotence of the majority appears to me...
Chapter 13

Causes Which May Partly Correct These Tendencies. ..
When elections recur at long intervals the State...
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Chapter 17

The favourable influence of the temporal prosperity...

Sometimes the progress of man is so rapid that...
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Religion in America takes no direct part in...

| heard them inveigh against ambition and deceit...

The two great dangers which threaten the existence...

When | compare the Greek and Roman republics...
The territory of the Union presents a boundless. ..
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When kings find that the hearts of their subjects...
Chapter 18

The child displayed in her slightest gestures...

The ejectment of the Indians very often takes place...
The growth of European habits has been...

If we consider the tyrannical measures which have...
The Situation of the Black Population in the United...
| see that in a certain portion of the territory...

The State of Kentucky was founded in 1775...

As slavery recedes, the black population follows...

In the State of Maine there is one negro in 300...

Of all the Europeans the English are those who have...

In twelve years the Colonisation Society has...

What Are the Chances in Favour of the Duration of...
The Federal Government is very far removed from...
In America the existing Union is advantageous to...

It is indeed easy to discover different interests in...

If we turn from their political and religious opinions...

Since the first settlement of the British colonies...

It is difficult to imagine a durable union of a people...

An attentive examination of what is going on...
The Constitution confers upon the Union the right...
When South Carolina perceived that Congress...
Of the Republican Institutions of the United States...

In our days the republican principle rules in America...

It is difficult to say for what reason the Americans...
This perpetual change which goes on in the United...
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The British subjects in Canada, who are dependent...
Volume 2: Preface

Part 1: Chapter 1

The philosophical method here designated may...
Chapter 2

Chapter 3

All the great writers of antiquity belonged to the...
Chapter 4

Chapter 5

| have neither the right nor the intention of...

| anticipate the objection, that as all religions have...
Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

But all this is not applicable to men already...
Chapter 10

The future will prove whether these passions...
Chapter 11

When | arrive in a country where | find some...
Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Let us now turn the picture and consider the other...
Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

The principle of equality necessarily introduces...
Chapter 17

| readily admit that the Americans have no poets...
Chapter 18

Chapter 19

The drama also displays in an especial manner the...
Chapter 20

Chapter 21
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Chapter 6
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When some kinds of associations are prohibited...
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Chapter 14

Chapter 15

The materialists are offensive to me in many...
Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19
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Part 3: Chapter 1

In our time the harshest man writing to the most...
Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Equality of conditions turns servants and masters...
| would fain illustrate all these reflections by the...
Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

When men live more for the remembrance of...
Chapter 9

Chapter 10
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Chapter 11

Almost all men in democracies are engaged in...
Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Thus it was true to a certain extent to assert that...
In America all those vices which tend to impair...
The confusion is far greater still in a democratic...
Chapter 19

| have remarked that lofty ambitions are more rare...
Chapter 20

Chapter 21

| have shown in another part of this work that...
The observations | have here made on events may...
There are yet other and more cogent reasons which...
Chapter 22
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