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Putting Your
CREATIVE GENIUS

to Work

1OO Quotes on Creative Genius



Introduction to Quotes
Over the years, I’ve pursued a hobby of collecting quotes that give me chills of
inspirations, jolts of laughter and insight, and a taste of alignment with deeper truth.
Drawing from this treasure chest, I’ve assembled some favorites, and added some
of my own (MJG), related to the theme of Putting Your Creative Genius to Work.

They come from diverse sources, ranging from managers, mystics, and martial artists,
to philosophers, poets, and physicists. I’ve aimed to choose words that are fresh every
time they are read, words that can be contemplated, incubated, and born again
through your creative expression.
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“I want to know how God created the world. I
am not interested in this or that phenomenon, in
the spectrum of this or that element. I want to
know His thoughts; the rest are details.”

—Albert Einstein

“One does not discover new lands without consenting
to lose sight of the shore for a very long time.”

—Andre Gide

“Sell your cleverness and buy bewilderment.”
—Rumi

“This above all: to thine own self be true.”
—William Shakespeare

“What is problem solving and how does it begin?
The verb solve comes from the root solvere
which means ‘to loosen, release, or set free.’
The word problem comes from the roots pro,
meaning ‘forward,’ and ballein, meaning ‘to throw
or drive.’ Webster defines a problem as, ‘a question
proposed for solution or consideration.’ So,
‘problem solving’ is the process of proposing
and considering questions in a way that throws
or drives us forward toward greater freedom.”

—MJG

“You can tell whether a man is clever by his
answers. You can tell whether a man is wise by
his questions.”

—Naguib Mahtouz, Nobel Prize winner

“What did you ask at school today, Richard?”
—Nobel Prize–winner Richard Feynman’s mother
asked this question every night at the family dinner table.
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“Live the questions.”
—Rilke

Thomas Edison proclaimed that genius was a
function of “1% inspiration, 99% perspiration.”
When someone called his work the result of
“Godlike genius,” Edison responded: “Godlike
genius, Godlike nothing ... sticking to it is the genius.”

“It takes 20 years to make an overnight success.”
—Eddie Cantor

“Men give me credit for some genius. All the
genius I have lies in this: when I have a subject
in hand, I study it profoundly. Day and night it is
before me. My mind becomes pervaded with it.
Then the effort that I have made is what people
are pleased to call the fruit of genius. It is the
fruit of labor and thought.”

—Alexander Hamilton

“Crazy people who are productive are geniuses.
Crazy people who are rich are eccentric. Crazy
people who are neither productive nor rich are
just plain crazy. Geniuses and crazy people are
both out in the middle of a deep ocean; geniuses
swim; crazy people drown. Most of us are sitting
safely on the shore. Take a chance and get your
feet wet.”

—MJG

“The real magic lies not in seeing new landscapes,
but in having new eyes.”

—Marcel Proust
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“Many people say that they are thinking when
they are only rearranging their prejudices.”

—William James

“Order comes out of disorder, form out of chaos,
as it did in the creation of the universe.”

—Rollo May

“I shall not refrain from offering in these precepts
a new and speculative idea, which although it
may seem trivial and almost laughable, is
nonetheless of great value in quickening the spirit
of invention. It is this: That you should look at
certain walls stained with damp or at stones of
uneven color [elsewhere he suggests the study
of the embers of a fire, of clouds and mud] ... you
will be able to see in these the likeness of divine
landscapes ... and an infinity of things which you
will be able to reduce to their complete and
proper forms.”

—Leonardo da Vinci

“If you want to get a good idea, get a lot of ideas.”
—Dr. Linus Pauling, two-time Nobel Prize winner

“If I have a thousand ideas and only one turns
out to be good, I am satisfied.”

—Alfred Nobel

“Genius is the art of non-habitual thought.”
—William James

“The theme of art-versus-censorship is a common
one in cinema, literature, and life. It reflects the
conflict between artist and censor that we carry
inside our minds. For most of us, the artist is
repressed, and the censor is hyperactive.”

—MJG
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“Study the science of art and the art of science.”
—Leonardo da Vinci

“Letting go of habitual postures energizes and
inspires the creative process. Sometimes the
best way to get your mind moving is to
start by moving your body.”

—MJG

“If you have successfully shifted out of habitual
perceptual and intellectual patterns, you may
feel somewhat anxious. This is the realm of
Sfumato! The willingness to accept and embrace
this inner tension is the most distinguishing
characteristic of highly creative people.
It is the heart of synvergent thinking.”

—MJG

“Brain researchers estimate that your unconscious
data base outweighs the conscious on an order
exceeding 10 million to one. This data base is
the source of your hidden, natural genius. In
other words, a part of you is much smarter than
you are. The wise people regularly consult
that smarter part.”

—MJG

“I call intuition ‘cosmic fishing.’You feel a nibble,
then you’ve got to hook the fish.”

—Buckminster Fuller

“Great musicians claim that their art comes to life
in the spaces between notes. Master sculptors
point to the space around their work as the
secret of its power. Similarly, the spaces between
your conscious efforts provide a key to the art of
creative problem solving.”

—MJG
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“In the study of ideas, it is necessary to remember
that insistence on hard-headed clarity issues
is from sentimental feeling. Insistence on clarity
at all costs is based on sheer superstition as to
the mode in which human intelligence functions.
Our reasonings grasp at straws for premises and
float on gossamers for deductions.”

—A. N. Whitehead

“There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so
that other people won’t feel insecure around you.”

—Nelson Mandela, 1994 Inaugural Speech

“Intuition is not mystical extra-sensory perception.
It is logic working at a very high speed on a subattentional
level. When an intuition proves to be accurate, you can
always track back and see why it made sense. Intuition
is super-logic. It is only logical to learn to use it.”

—MJG

“Make a thoughtful plan and be prepared to improvise.”
—MJG

“The more innovative your action, the more resistance
you can expect, especially in an organizational
context. A new idea, no matter how positive
its implications, always demands abandonment
of the old.”

—MJG

“Every act of creation is first an act of destruction.”
—Picasso

“You can be certain that if you do not play the
role of devil’s advocate, then reality will ultimately
do it for you.”

—MJG
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“Any new thing is first declared to be absurd,
later declared to be obvious, and finally, its
adversaries claim that they invented it.”

—William James

“Make a habit of generating nonhabitual ideas.”
—MJG

“A story must simmer in its own juice for months
or even years before it’s ready to serve.”

—Edna Ferber

“The most perfect actions echo the patterns
found in nature.”

—Morihei Ueshiba, 0 Sensei, founder of Aikido

“In the master’s secret mirror, even at the
moment of highest renown and accomplishment,
there is an image of the newest student in class,
eager for knowledge, willing to play the fool.”

—George Leonard

“Confusion is the welcome mat at the door of creativity.”
—MJG

“Without logic and organization — creativity is stillborn.”
—MJG

“Sometimes what counts can’t be counted and
what can be counted doesn’t count.”

—Sign in Albert Einstein’s lab

“Discovery consists in looking at the same thing
as everyone else and thinking something different.”

—Albert Szent-Gyorgyi, Nobel Prize winner
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“Innovation is recognizing opportunity before it
becomes obvious to everyone else.”

—Gifford Pinchot, III

“Drunk without wine; sated without food; distraught;
foodless and sleepless; a king beneath a
humble cloak; a treasure within a ruin; not of air
and earth; not of fire and water; a sea without
bounds. He has a hundred moons and skies and
suns. He is wise through universal truth — not a
scholar from a book.”

—Rumi

“Whatever the crystallizing inspiration is, it
reveals to creators that there is a direction to go
in, in which they can express their deep sense of
truth about life, a direction that feels more like
them than anything they have previously done.”

—John Briggs

“The basic difference between an ordinary person
and a warrior is that a warrior takes everything
as a challenge, while an ordinary person
takes everything as a blessing or a curse.”

—Carlos Castaneda

“Champions know that success is inevitable; that
there is no such thing as failure, only feedback.
They know that the best way to forecast the
future is to create it.”

—MJG

“A champion views resistance as a gift of energy.”
—MJG
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“By and large I seem to have made more mistakes
than any others of whom I know, but have learned
thereby to make ever swifter acknowledgment
of the errors and thereafter immediately set about to
deal more effectively with the truths disclosed by
the acknowledgment of erroneous assumptions.”

—Buckminster Fuller

“Over-seriousness is a warning sign for mediocrity
and bureaucratic thinking. People who are seriously
committed to mastery and high performance
are secure enough to lighten up.”

—MJG

“Inspiration may be a form of superconsciousness,
or perhaps subconsciousness — I wouldn’t know.
But I am sure it is the antithesis of self-consciousness.”

—Aaron Copland

“It’s what you learn after you know it all that counts.”
—Coach John Wooden

“Aman’s errors are his portals of discovery.”
—James Joyce

“Imagination is more important than knowledge,
for knowledge is limited to all we now know and
understand, while imagination embraces the entire world.”

—Albert Einstein

“For all the talk you hear about knowledge being
such a wonderful thing, instink is worth forty of it
for real unerringness.”

—Mark Twain — Tom Sawyer Abroad
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“It would be very interesting to record photographically
the metamorphoses of a painting.

“One would see perhaps by what course a mind
finds its way towards the crystallization of its
dream. But what is really very serious is to see
that the picture does not change basically, that
the initial vision remains almost intact.”

—Picasso

“When you have completed 95% of your journey,
you are halfway there.”

—Japanese Proverb

“For he who would proceed aright ... should begin
in youth to visit beautiful forms ... out of that he
should create fair thoughts; and soon he will of
himself perceive that the beauty of one form is
akin to the beauty of another, and that beauty in
every form is one and the same.”

—Plato

“If you want to succeed, double your failure rate.”
—Thomas Watson

“Life must be lived as a play.”
—Plato

“We are most nearly ourselves when we achieve
the seriousness of the child at play.”

—Heraclitus

“This is the true joy in life. The being used for a
purpose, recognized by yourself a mighty one;
the being thoroughly worn out before you are
thrown on the scrap heap; the being a force of
nature instead of a feverish little clod of ailments
and grievances complaining that the world will
not devote itself to making you happy.”

—George Bernard Shaw
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“From joy springs all creation.
By joy it is sustained,
Towards joy it proceeds,
And unto joy it returns.”

—The Upanishads

“Doubt is uncomfortable, certainty is ridiculous.”
—Voltaire

“The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability
to hold two opposing ideas in mind at the same
time and still retain the ability to function.”

—F. Scott Fitzgerald

“To know one thing, you must know the opposite.”
—Henry Moore

“There are two kinds of truths: small truth and
great truth. You can recognize a small truth
because its opposite is a falsehood. The opposite
of a great truth is another great truth.”

—Niels Bohr, Nobel Prize–winning physicist

“Be really whole and all things will come to you.”
—Lao Tzu

“To do the right things right, we must synergetically
integrate convergent and divergent perspectives.”

—MJG

“When you come to a fork in the road, take it.”
—Anonymous

“Life is a continuous exercise in creative problem solving.”
—MJG
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“... everything can be taken from a man but one
thing: the last of the human freedoms — to
choose one’s attitude in any given set of circumstances.”

—Viktor Frankl

“Every blade of grass has its angel that bends
over it and whispers, ‘grow, grow.’ ”

—The Talmud

“Beauty is eternity gazing at itself in a mirror. But
you are eternity and you are the mirror.”

—Kahlil Gibran

“When a true genius appears in the world, you
may know him by this, that the dunces are all in
confederacy against him.”

—Jonathan Swift

“Whatever you can do or dream, you can begin
it. Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it.”

—Goethe

“The most important patient for me was my own person.”
—Sigmund Freud

“The relationship between commitment and
doubt is by no means an antagonistic one.
Commitment is healthiest when it’s not without
doubt but in spite of doubt.”

—Rollo May

“The art of becoming wise is the art of knowing
what to overlook.”

—William James

“The way abides in non-action but nothing is left undone.”
—Lao Tzu
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“There are two ways of spreading light, to be the
candle or the mirror that reflects it.”

—Edith Wharton

“Nothing less than becoming one with the universe will suffice.”
—Morihei Ueshiba, 0 Sensei

“The little I know, I owe to my ignorance.”
—Sacha Guitry

“He who knows that power is inborn ... and so
perceiving throws himself unhesitatingly on his
thought, instantly rights himself, stands in the
erect position, commands his limbs, works miracles.”

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

“I myself do nothing. The holy spirit accomplishes
all through me.”

—William Blake

“The road to success is always under construction.”
—Jim Miller

“Depending on the circumstance, you should be
hard as a diamond, flexible as a willow, smooth-
flowing like water, or as empty as space.”

—Morihei Ueshiba, 0 Sensei

“The greatest thing by far is to be a master of metaphor.”
—Aristotle

“Enlightenment — not gradual, not sudden.”
—Zen Koan

“At the end of all our journeying we shall return
to the place from which we started and know it
for the first time.”

—T. S. Eliot
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“Humility is the soul of confidence.”
—MJG

“To live, to err, to fall, to triumph, to recreate life out of life.”
—James Joyce

“The concept of creativeness and the concept of
the healthy, self-actualizing, fully human person
seem to be coming closer and closer together,
and may perhaps turn out to be the same thing.”

—Abraham Maslow

“At six I wanted to be a chief, at seven,
Napoleon, and my ambitions have been growing
ever since!”

—Salvador Dali

“The more a fact is associated within the mind,
the better possession of it our memory retains.
Each of its associates become a hook to which it
hangs, a means to fish it up when sunk beneath
the surface. Together, they form a network of
attachments by which it is woven into the entire
tissue of our thought. The ‘secret of a good
memory’ is thus the secret of forming diverse
and multiple associations with every fact we care
to retain.”

—William James

“He who tastes, knows.”
—Sufi Proverb

“This is the real miracle, that all shapes, all colors,
all images of every part of the universe are
concentrated in a single point.”

—Leonardo da Vinci
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“Keep me away from the wisdom which does
not cry, the philosophy which does not laugh,
and the greatness which does not bow before
children.”

—Kahlil Gibran

“I am calm, however, and whenever I am
attacked I have no attachment to life or death. I
leave everything as it is to the spirit of the universe.
Be apart from attachment to life and death
and have a mind which leaves everything to that
spirit, not only when you are being attacked, but
also in your daily life.”

—Morehei Ueshiba, 0 Sensei

“Memory confers both the freedom to break
from accepted wisdom and the power to create
the new.”

—Grand Master Raymond Keene
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