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Introduction
We’re living in a culture where the evil just seems to be increasing around us. And,
our entertainment choices, finances, job stress, and ever-increasing schedules can
seem to divert us and pull us off in a hundred directions, forgetting what our pri-
ority needs to be. Therefore, it is more important than ever to gird ourselves and
our families with the study of God’s Word of Truth. David opens the Psalms with
“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the
way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the
Lord, and on His law he meditates day and night.” (Revised Standard Translation)
Our hope lies in the Lord Jesus Christ, in strengthening our relationship with
Him, in establishing a walk with Him where nothing can jar us off course.

These selected sermons and life application guide have been designed to do just
that. Listen to the first introductory sermon by Bill Hybels on “The Mystery of
Unanswered Prayers.” Then you will be ready to dive into this study guide and
the sermon that follows by Luis Palau. Pray and work through the life application
guidelines for the sermons and study the Scripture references. Each will help you
gain deeper insights into God’s Word. Strong teachers of God’s Word such as
Haddon Robinson, Ravi Zacharias, and others will help guide you through the
daily challenges many Christians face today. You’ll learn throughout this series
how you can connect with the plan that Christ has for your life and gain a better
understanding of how to live and strengthen the choices you make daily. You’ll
learn to ultimately connect with our culture in a way that will make you a strong
witness for Jesus Christ. We pray you’ll get as much out of this series as we put
into it. May God richly bless you.

James 4:8 says, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” Our prayer for
you is that this series helps you in drawing nearer to our Lord and that your walk
with Him will grow even deeper.



The missionaries that led
my family to Christ made all the
cultural mistakes in the book, and
then some. They were British,
and I remember as a little boy
they’d sit me in the front row
and I would watch this poor
British minister. It was hot as
blazes in the summer, but a prop-
er Britisher wore a tweed suit, a
vest and thick socks, and he
would stand there sweating and
sweating. I remember looking at
the poor fellow and thinking,
“Why doesn’t he take his coat
off?” But a proper Britisher in
those days kept his coat on and
toughed it out.They massacred
the Spanish language, and they
had strange foreign habits, but my
father went to heaven, thank
God, for that fellow.

I thank God for the mission-
aries who led me to the Lord
Jesus Christ, who have planted
churches all over the world, and
now that there are missionaries
from all nations to all nations, I
often tell the Hispanic missionar-
ies and others, yes, we got a lot of
kicks laughing at the missionaries
— imitating their poor accents.
Now our missionaries are going
to get it when they go to other
countries.The Hispanics are
going to go minister the Muslims,
Asians going to Latin America: the
contrast is amazing.

But anyway, thank God for
the missionaries.What intrigues
me is that God uses individuals.
He uses his people. I think God’s
choice would be you and I, his
people. But God also uses unbe-
lievers to accomplish his purpos-
es. The great thought this morn-
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LUIS PALAU

Completing more than 30 years of mass
evangelism, evangelist Luis Palau has spo-
ken to hundreds of millions of people in
the 95 nations through radio and televi-
sion broadcasts, and face to face to 12
million people in 65 countries. Since
1990, the Luis Palau Evangelistic
Association has led evangelistic crusades
in 17 U.S. cities, including Chicago,

Kansas City, Grand Rapids, Miami, Tulsa, San Antonio,
Phoenix, Fort Worth, and the San Fernando Valley in LA.

Equally at ease in English and Spanish, Dr. Palau commands
audience’s attention wherever he goes. His solidly Biblical,
practical messages hit home in the minds and hearts of listeners.

“Sometimes it seems I have been preaching all my life,” he says in
his autobiography, Calling America and the Nations to Christ (Tomas
Nelson Publishers, 1994). “Actually, although I began preaching
in Argentina as a teenager, it really wasn’t until I was in my thir-
ties that God opened the door for me to pursue full-time mass
evangelism.”

During the 1970s, Dr. Palau and his team conducted evangelistic
crusades and rallies throughout Latin America. Invitations also
started coming from Europe and other parts of the world. By the
early 1980s, Luis Palau’s ministry had made a great impact in
Britain, and new doors were opening all around the globe.

Since then, huge crowds in countries as diverse as Argentina and
Brazil, Colombia and Costa Rica, Denmark and Guatemala,
Hong Kong and Hungary, India and Indonesia, Jamaica and
Mexico, New Zealand and Peru, the Philippines and Romania,
Russia and Singapore, and Thailand and the United States have
packed concert halls, arenas, and stadiums to hear Luis Palau.
More than half a million people have committed their lives to
Jesus Christ. Cities and nations have heard a clear-cut procla-
mation of the gospel.

“I wholeheartedly believe in one-on-one evangelism,” says Dr.
Palau. “But it can only be a complement to the greater move-
ment of God within a nation. You can prepare the groundwork,
but eventually it’s necessary to move the masses and sway public
opinion. A nation will not be changed by timid methods.”

Go to the Ends of the Earth



ing is this, that the purposes of
God around the world will be
fulfilled. No man can frustrate
the purposes of God. But God
delights to use us, his people,
to accomplish his purposes.

In Isaiah 49:6 God says,
“Is it too small a thing for you
to be my servant, to restore
the tribes of Jacob, and bring
back those of Israel I have
kept? I will also make you
alike for the Gentiles, that you
may bring my salvation to the
ends of the earth.” It has been
500 years since Columbus
touched the shores of the
Americas. Do you know when
Columbus took off to look for
what he thought was India, his
objective was the proclamation
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ?
That is documented.

This verse was one of
Columbus’ guiding verses to
leave the shores of old Europe,
Spain and Italy, where he was
born, and he felt that his name,
Christopher, which in Italian
actually means “at the foot of
the cross,” or a banner bearer
for the cross, and it also means
“the one who carries the ban-
ner” in old Italian. He felt that
God had even inspired his
mother to give him that name
because he was to take the
banner of the cross to other
nations. It’s exciting to me that
God spoke to Christopher
Columbus with this verse,“I
have made you alike to the
Gentiles, to take my salvation
to the ends of the earth.”He
wrote a commentary on Isaiah.

Now, I’m not here to
defend Columbus, he can take
care of himself when he gets to
the judgment seat of Christ.
But I am here to tell you that

this verse is so appropriate,
and if we would all take it to
heart and say,“God, have you

made me one of those that in
some measure or other,
whether you ever take me
overseas or keep me in
America, could you use me
God to take your salvation to
the ends of the earth?” Either
in person, through another per-
son, a missionary, or another
servant of God, or by being
used of God among foreigners
who come to the USA who in
turn will take the Gospel to
other places.

Now let’s read Psalm 96:
“Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, praise His
name; proclaim His salvation
day after day. Declare His glory
among the nations, His mar-
velous deeds among all peo-
ples.”

Now there are three things
that I see here that the Holy
Spirit is saying to us in New
England today. First of all, we
are to declare the character of
God.Verse 3 says,“Declare his
glory among the nations.” The
glory of God is multifaceted.
But I feel that it speaks of His

character, that we go to other
nations and declare the great
character of God.That God is a
powerful God.That God is a

Holy God.That God is a good
God.That God is a forgiving
God.

What a privilege if God
ever takes you even on vaca-
tion to other countries, when
you meet with people or
even the fellow who serves a
table in Italy or Greece or
where ever you go on vaca-
tion. To be able to start a con-
versation and say,“I am here,
even on vacation, to declare
the glory of God.” What a

privilege. And that’s what God
would have us do.Wherever
we go, our first duty is to so
speak well of God so that his
glory is seen by other people.
The thing I notice about
declaring the Glory of God is
that it says “declare his glory
among the people.”

There’s authority here. All
of us who know the Lord Jesus
Christ, we know God. Not
enough, but personally.We
have authority to speak with
authority about God. Not with
arrogance, not overwhelming
other people, not offending
their religions, not pointing to
their weaknesses, but lifting up
the name of our living God.

The Lord’s been good to
me, my family and team.We’ve
gone to over 60 countries
declaring the glory of God. It’s
when I first went to the
Muslim nations and to the
Hindu nations and the
Buddhist-majority nations, I
was really with fear and trem-
bling to do the right thing for
the glory of God. But I talked
to a fellow who was a Hindu
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guru years ago and he said,
“Luis, don’t ever use the
Western style of arguing and
trying to show my religion is
better then your religion. My
Savior is superior to your reli-
gion. Just simply tell them who
Jesus is, tell them of his charac-
ter, tell them who he’s like, let
them do the comparing for
themselves.”

That was great advice. If
you ever have people of other
religions that you minister to,
there’s no need to put down
anything they do. Simply speak
well of Jesus Christ and the
comparison will be done by
the Holy Spirit. It’s amazing
how attractive the character of
Jesus is. It’s amazing how

appealing he is for those who
have a heart for God when
they hear what he’s really like.

The second thing here is
the great works of God. It says,
“Declare His marvelous deeds
among all peoples.” It is fasci-
nating to people around the
world what Jesus Christ has
done. If you start arguing
Christianity verses Hinduism,
you’re in hot water. But if you
begin to tell about Jesus Christ
— his power to liberate peo-
ple, what he did on his earthly
days, raising the dead, healing
the sick, feeding the multi-
tudes, and then his resurrec-
tion power, the great works of
God — there is a power.

You know what I found

when I went to Soviet Union
the first time? I was going in
the bus through the town and I
was saying,“Lord, what shall I
emphasize, what shall I empha-
size?” The Lord seemed to say
to me,“What do you think St.
Paul would do if he was here?”
I thought,“He’d preach on the
cross,” so I just took three main
points — the cross reconciles,
the cross regenerates, the cross
redeems. And then I explained
all those heavy terms. But just
telling about the cross, you
could feel the gripping power
of the cross of Jesus Christ, and
so when we talk about him
there is authority and power
around the world.

Thirdly, note the

scope of God’s strategy.You
notice he says,“Declare His
glory among the nations.Tell of
his marvelous deeds among all
peoples.” In the last few years,
it’s amazing to see how God
has opened nations and then
when you scratch behind the
surface you find the hand of
God working through men and
women in obedience to the
Holy Spirit.

For instance, I know a mis-
sionary, whose name is Jim
Montgomery. He was a high
school teacher in San Jose,
California. I remember when
we were young, when the Lord
called him out, I was around.
He owned a house in San Jose,
and he kept it, thinking,

“Someday I’ll finish my work in
the Philippines as a missionary,
so it’s good to have a house in
San Jose.”His brother-in-law
had it rented out so he could
have a little income and when
he was in the Philippines, he
had a tremendous vision of a
plan that is called The “DAWN
Plan,” disciplining a whole
nation. He was on fire.The
basic idea of the program is
that there should be a Bible-
preaching church within walk-
ing distance of every person in
the Philippines. Now it’s gone
on to other nations of the
world.

It was a grand plan, though
it sounded over-idealistic. But it
was burning in his soul, and he

couldn’t get anybody to sup-
port him because it sounded
too big a deal. In fact, I am a bit
of a big dreamer myself, but I
thought that Jim was going
crazy. I mean, this is exaggera-
tion. But he had it burning in
his soul, and nobody would
give him money. He’d write
prayer letters, but he’d never
get any support. So one day he
came back to California, got his
house, sold it, and funded the
the DAWN program himself.
And he got rid of the house
that was sort of his security
back in the USA.When I heard
that way in the 60’s I knew
that the Lord was going to
honor Jim, one way or another,
since he even gotten rid of the
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one and only house he had.
And has the Lord honored

Jim! The Lord has used that
concept of disciplining nations
in Guatemala, in Africa, now
they’re going to the old Eastern
European countries. He started
out sacrificing, quietly,
unknown, as a missionary for
the cause of the Lord. But the
Lord used him. So what if he
doesn’t have a house — he
probably will never go back to
San Jose. Maybe he doesn’t
even want to go back to San
Jose.Who wants to go to
California? Therefore old Jim

now knows the joy. Sure he got
rid of his house, but look at
what God has done through
this man.

You may not be impressed.
Jim, humanly speaking, is not
impressive. But he’s the kind of
guy who always carries his
own pure water all over the
place because all the water of
the world is contaminated.
And he wears a beard so
nobody can tell who he is. He’s
a slim fellow — he used to be
an athlete, but now he’s just
Jim. If he walked in here you’d
say, who is that guy? Why are
they putting him up there? But
I tell you, there is power in his
life.

You may be here today and
you’re the same way, you carry
your own water, and you grow
your own beard, whatever your
stylistic thing may be, but in

your heart there’s a burning
fire to win people to Jesus
Christ.When the Holy Spirit
whispers to you,“Do this … do
this … do this,” yes, check with
your spouse … check with the
elders of your church, be sure
you’re not losing your mind,
but on the other hand if the
Lord is really speaking to you,
do it. Do it. Obey the Holy
Spirit.

The Virgin Mary preached
only one sermon, but it was
powerful. She said,“Whatever
He tells you to do — Do it.”
Nike stole it from her.You

know,“Just Do it.” Whatever
the Holy Spirit tells you to do,
just do it. Many of us sit there
with dreams that God has
given us for years, but we
never get on to do it, and there-
fore we drool when we hear
these stories, and we wish that
we could write this and that,
but it never happens called to
us. And part of the reason may
be that we simply haven’t done
it.

The second illustration that
I have is of Secretary of State,
James Baker. I don’t know if
you I knew that James Baker
has become a truly committed
servant of Jesus Christ.This is
the way it happened. He’s a
lawyer from Houston,Texas.
He’s Episcopalian, so he has a
good tradition of lots of Bible
in his background, but as he
himself said at the Presidential

breakfast two years ago, when
he testified of his faith in Jesus
Christ to heads of state, and all
sorts of people, he never really
paid much attention to the
true gospel of Jesus Christ.

Everything was going his
way.And then his first wife
came down with cancer, and
he really began to think about
death and eternity, and God,
and why was he going to be
left alone with all these chil-
dren and so on. But he still
couldn’t get the key to eternal
life.Then he remarried. His sec-
ond wife, Susan, came to know

the Lord Jesus. She began to
teach community Bible studies,
and naturally prayed for Jim
Baker, this is the Secretary of
State, her husband.And she
began to pray and pray.

And then some of the
Senate members who know
Jesus Christ, they began to pray
for him too.And then one day
he said at breakfast in front of
the President and everybody
else, he understood.The
thought all his life he thought I
have to earn the love of God.
And then he said,“I realized I
could never earn the love of
God. God loved me before I
was even formed in my moth-
er’s womb. God loved me
when Christ died on the cross,”
and so James Baker, the
Secretary of State, about 3 and
a half years ago, bowed to the
knee to Jesus Christ, and
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opened his heart to the Savior.
That was thrilling, but the

immediate result was this: He
was dealing as Secretary of
State with the foreign secretary
of the USSR, Edward
Schevernazi, and he had an
instinctive liking to
Schevernazi. As soon as he
became a believer, the first
thing that crossed Jim Baker’s
mind was,“I’ve got to win
Schevernazi to Jesus Christ.”
And he did!

Baker has a ranch in
Wyoming, and so when they
had a diplomatic thing to do in
‘89, he had Schevernazi come
over to the States, to talk ‘inter-
national diplomatic business,’
but his personal goal was to
lead him to faith in the Lord
Jesus.

So they took him to his
ranch in Wyoming, and if
you’ve been in connection
with Russians, you know when
you meet a Russian, you throw
a nice dinner, the best, and you
give each other gifts, and the

men kiss three times, smooch
smooch smooch, and you really
have to do it or else move your
cheek fast (that’s what I do!).

So they were throwing this
party, and Baker thought,“Well,
I’ll slowly walk around
Schevernazi, like we all do, beat
around the bush, soften him
up” and so on. Then he gave
him some really good western
cowboy boots, and then
Schevernazi came back with

his gift. It was an enameled
picture, and what a surprise
Baker got. It was an enameled
picture of Jesus washing the
disciples’ feet. And he said to
him,“You see, Mr. Secretary,
even some of we Communists
are changing our minds about
spiritual things.”

Baker thought to himself,
“Here I beat around the bush,
and he gets straight to the
point.” So they went fishing at
the lake on the ranch, and
instead of beating around the
bush, Baker began to share his
faith. And it wasn’t long after-
wards that Schevernazi opened
his heart to the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Now, there is a vision for
the world.There is a man who
comes to know Jesus Christ.
Yes, in diplomatic circles you’re
not supposed to meddle in per-
sonal religion and all that, but
when you’re filled with the
love of Christ, you want other
people to come to faith in
Jesus Christ.

Now, somebody could
think,“Well yes, but Baker’s a
big man, he can afford to
throw his weight around.”On
the contrary.The more power-
ful you become politically, the
more difficult it is “to go
around.” It’s not diplomatically
kosher to do those things.
You’re not supposed to mix
politics with the spiritual life.
But when you know Christ, it
happens, and God opens
doors.

Jimmy Carter was presi-
dent of the USA. I don’t know
what your party affiliation is, it
doesn’t even matter whether
he was a good President, bad
President — heaven will tell.
But what I do know is that
Carter really loves Jesus Christ.
And he really shared his faith
wherever he went.

I went to a presidential
dinner in Columbia, South
America, and for the first time
in Columbia, the president of
the Republic came to a dinner
put on by evangelical
Christians, there to thank God
for the country, to pray for the
nation, and share the good
news.

His cabinet was there,
members of the Senate of
Columbia, and these were days
when there were still quite a
bit of problems for the
Christians of Columbia.And
when finally the president
came, and we went through
the whole ceremony and so
on, suddenly he turned to me

and he said,“Palau, that presi-
dent of yours, that Jimmy
Carter, is something else —
the reason I’m here tonight is
because of him.When we were
there for the signing of the
Panama Canal Treaty, all the
presidents of Latin America
except one were there. Some
were dictators, some were left,
some were right, but we were
all there.

“And on Friday Jimmy
Carter said,‘Gentlemen, tomor-
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row morning I invite you all to
the White House for a Bible
study.’ Well, we Latin men, we
don’t do those things. But if
the President of the United
States invites you, you go.
When we arrived there
Saturday morning, there was a
circle of chairs. Carter is a
Baptist and that’s what Baptists
do in Sunday school — put a
circle of chairs. On each chair
there was a Bible, and we sat
down and he said,‘Lets look up
Matthew something or other’,
but none of us knew where
Matthew was.

“So Carter told us the page
number it turned out to be
Matthew 24, and then he made
us read one verse apiece, all
these presidents of Latin
America doing Sunday school
again.”

They had never read the
Bible, most of them in their
life.The president of the
Republic continued:“And then
Carter explained to us what he
thought it meant — that
there’ll be wars and rumors of
war, there’ll be pestilence and
darkness on the face of the
earth.Then when he finished
explaining it, Carter said,
‘Gentlemen, lets all pray.’

“Palau, we Latin men, we
never pray, we don’t even
know what to say. So one of
the Latin aides suggested that
President Carter should just
pray. And so he prayed.And
then he wanted us to sing
Amazing Grace. But we don’t
sing songs in Latin America like
that so the aide had to say to
Jimmy Carter,‘Mr. President,
lets sing it later.’And Jimmy
Carter said ok, we’ll sing it
later. He got the point.

“But, the President of
Columbia said to me,“I was
truly impressed that he cared
that much for us. Let’s face it,
though it isn’t diplomatic to do
this, I realize that Carter really
liked us and wanted us to
know Jesus Christ.”

The other day I was in a
crusade in San Antonio,Texas,
at the Hemisphere where the
Lord really blessed.The chair-
man of the crusade said to me,
would you like to talk to Jimmy
Carter? I said I I would love to,
but I never thought I would. So
he connected me on the
phone, and I reminded him of
that story I just told you. He
said he didn’t know the effects
of what he had done that day.
He said that he had been a lit-
tle nervous about doing it, but
he appreciated hearing about
what happened in Columbia.

So here is a man, happens
to be president, sure impor-
tant, but he obeys the Holy
Spirit. He takes his reputation
in his hands, so to speak. He
didn’t know that it had opened
tremendous doors in South
America when he obeyed the
Holy Spirit of God. So if the
spirit prompts you, obey the
spirit.Whatever He tells you to
do, do it. Do it.

And then, we all tremble. I
do, too.You might think,“You
are an evangelist, loud and
aggressive, that’s easy from the
pulpit.” But I get sweaty hands
just like everybody else. I’ve
got neighbors in Portland that
I’ve been praying for years,
Billy Graham is coming in
September, now I’ve got to put
into practice what I tell people
to do for us all over the world.
And some of my neighbors are

really nervous about having an
evangelist in the neighbor-
hood. That whenever I walk
out the front door they always
seem to be looking the other
way. It’s a massive miracle.

We all get nervous to wit-
ness. But when we obey the
Holy Spirit, the Lord uses that
— we declare His glory.We
declare His marvelous deeds.
We speak well of his son, and
the Lord will honor those who
honor Him. 1 Samuel 2:30
“Those who honor me, I will
honor. But those who despise
me shall be lightly esteemed.”
When you speak in obedience
to the promptings of the Spirit,
the Lord opens the doors.

One day we were in
Budapest, Hungary. It was the
first public rally since the
Marxists allowed it. And we
had an English singer called
Cliff Richard, and they knew
him as a secular singer because
he sings love songs, but he also
sings for Jesus Christ, and he
really proclaims the resurrec-
tion. Whenever he sings before
I preach, I feel like a tiger. I
throw out my notes and I say,
“Let me at ‘em,” because he not
only sings with authority but
he testifies to the resurrection
with such power. So we were
finished, the Lord blessed
tremendously, we got on the
Hungarian airlines to go back
to London, and as we sat there
with one of my team members
I overheard the lady in front
talking to her neighbor — she
had a British accent and the
other one had a Hungarian
accent — and she was obvious-
ly talking about the Lord Jesus
Christ.

And then there came a lull
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in their conversation, and I had
been snooping in on the con-
versation, as she was quite
loud, then I began to talk to my
team member when suddenly
the lady turns around and says
to me,“You don’t know if Cliff
Richard or Luis Palau are on
this plane, do you?” Well, I did-
n’t know about Cliff Richard
but I knew I was Luis Palau.
“Oh,” she said,“I was looking
for you, I figured you’d be on
this plane. I’ve been talking to
this lady here about the Lord,
but I haven’t been able to close
the deal. Could you help me to
get her into the Kingdom of
God?”

I’d been listening to her
talking with the lady and she
was doing a terrific job. I told
her to go ahead and finish it
off. She said,“Oh, I don’t know,
I’ve never done it.” So I asked
her why had she come to
Hungary? She answered,“I
heard in England that you were
having this first public rally
since the communist took over
and I just came to pray. I flew
over, and I walked around the
streets praying for the young
people, and because I wasn’t

young they didn’t even let me
into the auditorium, so I just
stood outside praying all
through the service, and I’m
just going home because my
prayer group in England are all
praying for this rally.”

I told her,“Well sister, you
finish the job.” She didn’t know
what to say, so I recommended
Revelations 3. I gave her a
quick counseling on how to do
it, and I told her to lead her to
Christ, and I’ll stand by. So I
stood up, greeted this woman
who was a Hungarian business
woman, and then I said to her,
“Now your friend here
explained to you the way of
salvation in Jesus Christ, now
she’s got you right to the door
of the Kingdom of God. She’s
now going to open the door
and help you to get in.”

The Hungarian woman
said that would be fine. So I
looked at the English woman
and she was desperate, so I
said, “Sister, do it.” And she did.
She fumbled a bit but they
bowed their heads right on
that Hungarian airplane and
she gave her life to Jesus

Christ. Here’s a sister, in a
prayer group in southern
England, hears that there’s
going to be a rally in Hungary,
jumps on a plane all by herself,
goes over and walks the
streets, praying — they would-
n’t even let her into the colise-
um. But then, she finally caps it
off by leading a business-
woman to the feet of Jesus
Christ.

It isn’t only well-known
people, it’s just ordinary believ-
ers obeying the promptings of
the Holy Spirit of God. As the
Lord lays on your heart, as you
hear the challenges and the
strong words from the Lord, lis-
ten carefully. Try praying,“Help
us to hear the tiniest whisper
of the Holy Spirit.” That’s a
good phrase, the tiniest whis-
per of the Holy Spirit. If the
Lord is speaking to you, let the
whisper become a little louder.
Say,“Lord are you really saying
this to me? Is this of you? Shall
I obey? Shall I really do this
thing that you’re laying on my
heart?”And, you know, the Lord
can really open doors for you.

LIFE APPLICATION GUIDE 11

L I F E A P P L I C AT I O N : GO TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH

Consider the difference between the widely held relativistic idea “there are many ways to God” and
the claim of Jesus in John 14:6: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father, but through me.” In His last words to His disciples Jesus instructs them to “go therefore and
make disciples of all nations.” (Matthew 28:19). As followers of Jesus, THE way to God, we need to
be reminded of the priority of sharing Christ with others. Corrie ten Boom, in a daily devotional, gives
this illustration, “to travel through the desert with others, to suffer thirst, to find a spring, to drink of it,
and not to tell others, that they may be spared, is exactly the same as enjoying Christ and not telling
others about Him.” It is both our privilege and our responsibility as Christians to be able to share our
faith with others. Evangelist Luis Palau drew attention to the Biblical theme of declaring the glory of
God among all peoples (Psalm 96, Isaiah 49:6). It is not religious arguments that we are told to
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declare, but the glory of God in the face of Christ (1 Corinthians 4:6). Further, this declaration is not to
be self-initiated but through God’s spirit. In this study we will consider aspects of the purpose, power,
people and preparation for declaring the glory of God.

PURPOSE

The simple question may be asked, “Why evangelize?” The purpose of evangelism is rooted in the
larger redemptive mission of God as revealed in the Bible. George Vicedom states, “God is the acting
Subject of mission. God the Father sent the Son, and the Son is both the Sent One and the Sender.
Together with the Father, the Son sends the Holy Spirit, who in turn sends the church, congregations,
apostles and servants, laying them under obligation in discharging his work. There is no participation in
Christ without participation in his mission.” We are, then, not the initiators of evangelism. God Himself
initiated and purposed through redemptive history to reestablish relationship with His creation. Through
the covenants (Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic and New), God established the manner, the terms, the
nature, the effects and the parameters of relationship between Himself and humankind. “The call of
Abraham and the ensuing narratives bring to sharp focus at least seven important themes that are
taken up later in the Bible.”1 Find within the covenant with Abraham the themes of election, covenant,
faith and obedience, nation and land, and Gentiles (see Genesis 12:1-3).

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

These relate to the purposes of God in redemptive history. In evangelism we participate in God’s mis-
sion of redemption as we tell the revealed aspects, and specifically the story of Jesus, necessary for
relationship with God. Why evangelize? Because God has sent us to continue His redemptive pur-
pose in the world. This in part is motivated by the love of God which desires that people be saved
from sin and death. Read Revelation 20:11-15 and 2 Corinthians 5:10-21. What are motivations for
Paul’s persuasion and pleading that people be at peace with God?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Habakkuk 2:14 prophecies that “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as
the waters cover the sea.” Why evangelize? Because in evangelism God uses us to help to fill the
earth with the knowledge of His glory. Love for God results both in following His command to love
people by telling them the way of salvation and in rejoicing as God receives the glory due to His
name.

POWER

What exactly is to be declared and what is the content of our witness? Luis Palau spoke of Psalm 96
as a call to declare the character of God and His great works as revealed in the Bible. The power of
our witness is not in our knowledge and understanding of the religion, life philosophy, or culture of our



audience (although knowledge of these can be used by God to facilitate communication). The power
of God for salvation is the gospel (Romans 1:16) as it is revealed in the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus. C.S. Lewis describes the basic message of Christianity as follows: “We are told that Christ was
killed for us, that His death has washed out our sins, and that by dying He disabled death itself. That
is the formula. That is Christianity. That is what has to be believed.”2

Evangelism involves communicating the gospel as seen in the life of Jesus. It also can involve testimo-
ny of the transforming power of the gospel to change the lives of individuals. Consider the transformed
lives of Biblical characters such as Peter, the Samaritan woman of John 4, and Paul. We also are to
testify of how God works in our lives.

PEOPLE

Who is to evangelize? Who is to be evangelized? Read Acts 1:8. Who is Jesus speaking to and what
are they to do?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Read Ephesians 4:11. Note that evangelism is listed as a spiritual gift given by Jesus to some mem-
bers of the church. Not all members of the Church have the same gift (see 1 Corinthians 12). There
is, then, a general command to all followers of Jesus to tell of what God has done for them, or, in
other words, to evangelize. However, to some He has given evangelism as a gift, and so as a main
focus of their spiritual life. Consider and pray whether you may have this gift.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Now read again Matthew 28:18-20. Read also Romans 1:16. Who is meant to hear the good news
or gospel with the goal that they are to become disciples of Jesus?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

As Luis Palau pointed out, there is no imperative to travel to distant lands to obey the ‘Great
Commission’ of Matthew 28 (although God may call us to do so). People of many nations are here in
America. These, if they become disciples, could bring the gospel to their countries. Also, post-modern
America is a place that needs to hear the gospel. New Testament scholar Dr. D.A. Carson states that
“in many parts of our country we cannot assume any Biblical knowledge on the part of our hearers at
all: the most elementary Biblical narratives are completely unknown.”2 This being the case, it is certain
that few have heard and understood the Biblical gospel message. We are to proclaim His glory among
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the nations, including our own nation.

Read Romans 1:16. All people need to see a true, Biblical picture of Jesus the Messiah. Biblical
knowledge, including knowledge of redemptive history, prophecy and the life of the Messiah, are
important for presentation of the way of salvation to all people. Prayerfully consider who God may
want you to tell about the way of salvation.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

PREPARATION

How is effective testimony given? Read the story of the blind man in John 9:13-41. Write the progres-
sion of the blind man’s understanding of Jesus. What is the content of his testimony to the Pharisees?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

We do not need theological degrees in order to share the good news of Jesus Christ with others.
When we are unable to answer some of the questions posed by others we need to remember that
the fact remains the same: I was blind and now I see. We have experienced the saving power of the
Cross and the life-transforming work of the Holy Spirit, and this is an important aspect of the gospel
that we share with others.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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PRAY AND OBEY

Read 1 Timothy 2:1. Paul urges believers to pray for all men, including those who do not yet know
God. Now read Colossians 4:2-5. Biblical prayers are excellent models for our prayers. What is the
content of Paul’s prayer request and what are the expected results?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Note that Paul expected God to open doors for the Word. It is God who prepares people to hear the
gospel. Our role is to pray and obey His direction as doors are open and He gives us clear and
appropriate words.

PREPARING A PERSONAL TESTIMONY

1 Peter 3:15 urges us to be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks us to give the reason
for the hope that we have. Our personal testimony provides a balance of theological truth and person-
al experience.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Now read Acts 26:1-32. The Apostle Paul stood before King Agrippa and told him how he met the
promised Messiah of Israel and how his life had been changed by that encounter. Luis Palau told us
of a similar situation between former Secretary of State James Baker and his Russian diplomatic
friend. Paul’s testimony is a Biblical model that we can follow in its basic outline. Read Acts 26:4-11.
Our actions are often a result of our unsatisfied spiritual need. Can you list some of those needs
before you met Christ?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Read Acts 26:12-20. Describe as Paul did, the circumstances that led you to Christ as the way, the
truth and the life. What specific events played a key role in becoming a follower of Jesus? Remember
to include the gospel message (John 3:16; Romans 6:23, 3:23).

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Read Acts 26:21-23. Paul stated how his Messiah fulfilled his spiritual need. Can you briefly state the
difference between what Christ has done in your life compared to what you were trying to do before?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Read Acts 26:24-32. What did Paul do after he shared with King Agrippa his new-found faith and
what can we learn from this?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

The responses to these questions provide a basic structure, which could be used in presenting a tes-
timony either in a formal situation or with anyone who may observe a distinctness in your life for which
they want an explanation.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Take time to summarize your responses and build your personal testimony. Carry your outline with you.
Share it with your family and friends, and encourage them to prepare one for themselves. As God pre-
pares others to hear His word, we must in turn be prepared to share the good news of Jesus Christ.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hear again the words of Jesus:

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
command you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age”.

1 Corrie Ten Boom, Each New Day. (Minneapolis, Minnesota: World Wide Publications, 1977).
2 The Gagging of God; Christianity Confronts Pluralism (Zondervan Publishing 1996) page 43
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I want to begin this morning
by saying that the basic message
of the Christian faith is not at all
difficult to understand. I’ll admit
that it might be difficult for some
to accept or to act on but the
Christian message itself is not
difficult to understand.God has
made sure of that.God made sure
that the essence of the Christian
message was so straight-forward
and clearly spelled out that even
a child can understand it.

I’ll prove that to you this
morning by briefly reviewing the
central message of the Christian
faith and all of you will under-
stand it.All of you will. How many
of you will accept it? Act on it?
That’s another question, perhaps
even a bigger question.We’ll han-
dle that later.

As many of you know, the
massive and emotional homecom-
ing parade for Vietnam veterans
happened in downtown Chicago.
All week long theTV news peo-
ple covered the story and inter-
viewed the soldiers who were
coming to Chicago to march in
that parade.One Vietnam vet was
interviewed on camera.He was
standing by the mobile Vietnam
Memorial Wall with all the names,
the soldiers who didn’t come
back from Vietnam:All those
who died in battle.

One newscaster asked that
particular veteran why he had
come all the way to Chicago to
visit this memorial and to partici-
pate in this parade.The soldier
looked straight into the face of
the reporter and with tears flow-
ing down his face he said,
“Because this man, right here,”
and as he talked, he was pointing
to the name of a friend whose
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name is etched in the wall.As
he pointed to the name, he
traced the letters of his friend’s
name.And he continued to
answer the reporter by saying,
“This man, right here, gave his
life for me.He gave his life for
me.”And that sort of said it all. I
mean, that explained every-
thing. No further questions.And
as that news clip ended, that
sobbing soldier simply let the
tears flow without shame as he
stood there continuing to trace
the name of his friend with his
fingers.

You know what, friends?
This Wednesday night about
twenty-five hundred people are
going to come to a memorial. A
memorial service called Com-
munion.We’re going to bow our
heads together and we’re going
to say with a wonderment that
never goes away,“He gave His
life for me.He gave his life for
me.The sinless, spotless Son of
God died in my place.”That’s
the central message of the
Christian faith: for God so loved
the world, people in the world
mattered so much to God, that
he provided his Son Jesus to die
in the place of people who
deserved to die eternally as a
payment for their sin. But God
sent Jesus to die in their place
so that guilty parties like you
and me, undeserving people
like you and me could go free.

Do you understand that?
Let me make sure that you do.
Because a holy and a just God
presides over this entire uni-
verse, all crimes against His
Holiness, all crimes must be
paid for.There must be punish-
ment. In a just society like we
live in, a judge with any amount
of integrity does the very same
thing. I have a friend from
Portland,Oregon who is a feder-

al judge.When a man embezzles
twenty thousand dollars from
his company and then blows it
on a gambling spree out in Las
Vegas and then appears in
Mike’s courtroom.Mike must

see to it that that crime is paid
for. Someone has to get pun-
ished for that crime if there is
any justice left in this society.

So after a trial and a convic-
tion, a sentence is assigned for
that criminal to serve out. So
justice can be accomplished. In
that case there would probably
be a fine and then a prison
term.Many of you know that
my friend,Mike, is a Christian.
And he’s a tender, caring man.
But he’s also committed to jus-
tice as he must be. So in spite of
his tenderness, in spite of how
bad he feels when someone like
that walks off facing a stiff
prison sentence and fine,when
a crime is committed,Mike
must see to it that justice is
served, the crime is paid for, and
that someone gets punished.

Imagine Mike, a federal
judge handing down a sentence
of a twenty thousand dollar fine
and ten years in prison to our
gambling, embezzling, convicted
friend.Now imagine how
shocking it would be for Mike
to get up from his bench, to
take off his judicial robe, to pay
the twenty thousand dollar fine
from his own life savings, and
then to voluntarily exchange
himself for the guilty man and
serve the entire prison sentence
himself.

What do you think the
response of our gambling,
embezzling friend would be as
he, the guilty party, is set free?
Shock, disbelief,wonderment,
gratitude? Can you see him
scratch his head as he walks out
of the courtroom saying,“Why
would someone pay for my
crime? Why would someone
absorb my punishment? Why
would someone substitute him-
self for me voluntarily?”

You see the obvious parallel
to the central message of the
Christian faith, don’t you
friends? It’s not that difficult to
understand.Our God is a Holy
God. Immediately following the
creation of mankind,God says,
“Because I am a Holy God,
crimes against my Holiness
must be paid for.There will be
consequences and punishment
for sinners.”There must be.

The Bible says,“The wages
of sin is death.”Eternal separa-
tion from God forever in hell.
Eternal condemnation for all
sinners and yet the Bible says
all of us have sinned and fallen
short of the glory of God.All of
us fit into the category of those
who are moral failures. So a lov-
ing, Holy God sees all of the
people who are created in His
image.All of the people who
really matter to Him and they
are all headed for eternal con-
demnation because they have
all sinned and committed
crimes against him, against His
Holiness.

So God does an amazing
thing.He sovereignly chooses to
send Jesus, the second person
of theTrinity,God in human
flesh, to shoulder all of the con-
sequences of the sin of all peo-
ple. They’re all going to be laid
on the shoulders of His Son.All
of the punishment, all of the
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condemnation, all of the crimes,
all of the sentences, all of the
fines are going to be laid on the
shoulders of Jesus. But the sins
are so serious and so many that
the death sentence is the only
just sentence.A fine or a prison
term or a good beating would
never do.That wouldn’t be jus-
tice.

So the Bible records that
Jesus,God’s Son,willingly, volun-
tarily, lovingly and courageously
took your place of punishment
and my place of punishment
and paid for our crimes with
His own blood.He paid for
the crimes against God, for
the sins of the whole world.
Making it possible for guilty
parties not only to be set free
and forgiven in this life but to
inherit eternal life with God
forever in heaven.Which is
why we read that when Jesus
finally died, just before He died,
He cried out,“It is finished. I
have paid for the crimes against
God committed by people all
over the world, throughout the
history of the world, past, pres-
ent and future. I have paid for
all of them, I have shouldered
the sins of the entire world.”

And when He shed the last
drop of His blood on the cross
and He cried out,“It is finished,”
the whole world shook.The sky
went black, the rocks split
open. It was the single most cat-
aclysmic event in world history.
The cosmos went into convul-
sions. His death on the behalf of
all of us was an earth-shattering
portrayal of love.Now He did
that for you and He did that for
me because we mattered to
Him.More than we’ll ever
understand.He couldn’t bear
the thought of all of us being
sentenced to eternal condemna-
tion for our crimes against the

Holiness of God so He took
upon Himself our sins, our sen-
tence and our fine and He paid
for it with His life.

You know the Vietnam vet
stands there sobbing at the
memorial, tracing the fingers,
tracing with his fingers the
name of his friend and he says,
“This man died for me.”The
gambler, the embezzler watches
in amazement as the judge
offers up his life savings and
then serves his prison term vol-

untarily so that he, the guilty
party, can go free.And Chris-
tians come to a Communion
table and they sit down, dum-
founded, in reverent silence and
they contemplate the fact that
God’s Son voluntarily, lovingly
died in their stead in order to
pay for their crimes so that
they, they guilty parties could
be forgiven and cleansed and
made right with God not only
for a better standard and quality
of life in this world, but for an
eternal residency as part of the
blessing of salvation.A new
home promised us in heaven.
That’s the central message of
the Christian faith.The Person,
the love, the work of Jesus
Christ for you.That’s the central
message of the Christian faith
and you can all understand
what I’ve just said.A child can.
It’s not shrouded in mystery, it’s
not cloaked in confusing lan-
guage, it’s straight-forward. It’s
truth on the bottom shelf so we

can all comprehend it. But the
Bible says that understanding
the central message of the
Christian faith is not enough.

Understanding the message
is not enough.You can under-
stand the Christian message and
still go to hell.You can teach the
Christian message and lose your
soul.The Bible says you’re going
to have to do something with
the Christian message.You must
appropriate it personally.You
must accept it for yourself.You

must apply it to your own
life.And that’s a tall order
because it involves a concept
that independent, self-made
Americans just plain don’t
like.A concept called trust.

My favorite way of illus-
trating what I’m talking about
here is to recount what I’m

told is a true story. I don’t know
that it is but I’ve read in several
places that it is.The true story
of a famous tightrope walker
who once strung a cable across
Niagara Falls, from the American
side all the way over to the
Canadian side.And to the
applause of thousands of peo-
ple, he would walk across that
tightrope, the rushing, cascading
waters thundering him, under-
neath him.Right on the very
edge of the falls, that one cable
supporting him as he would
walk back and forth. People
applauding wildly and then to
further wow the crowds, he
would put a blindfold on, go
back and forth.Then he would
ride a bicycle back and forth
and then he would push a
wheelbarrow back and forth
and every day people came out
to watch him.He, quite simply,
was the greatest! As the story
goes, one day while pushing the
wheelbarrow back and forth, he
called out to the crowd at one
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end, enquiring whether or not
they thought he could success-
fully push the wheelbarrow
across with a human being
riding in the wheelbarrow.The
crowd went berserk,“Surely you
can.You are remarkable.
We’ve watched you for days.
We understand and appreci-
ate your skills.We believe in
your abilities.You are the
greatest.”

On and on they went to
which he responded,“Then
someone volunteer.” “You
come right up here, single
file, form a line and get in the
wheelbarrow and prove your
trust in my ability.”And a deafen-
ing silence overtook the crowd.
There were no takers.You see
everyone in the audience
understood his act.They
believed in his abilities but
when the moment of truth
came where they had an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate their own
personal trust in his abilities by
placing their lives in his hands,
nobody stepped forward.Not
even one.

Let me change the story a
little bit. Imagine with me for a
moment that same kind of
scene but let’s just say that all of
humanity, all of sinful humanity,
which is all of us, all of sinful
humanity is standing on the
Canadian side.God is standing
on the American side and
there’s that rushing, cascading
water thundering in that chasm
between the two pieces of land.
And then there’s the falls.You
know the Bible tells us that
there is an uncrossable chasm
between sinful mankind and
the Holiness of God. Sin sepa-
rates us from being able to fel-
lowship with God.Now sup-
pose God shouted across to the
crowd on the far side,“All you

people over there, I want you to
know, you matter to me even
though you’ve sinned and failed
many,many times.You matter to
me. I’m going to give you twen-
ty-four hours to come across to

my side where you can fellow-
ship with me and live on this
side forever.Now I’ve arranged
to have my Son, Jesus, pay for
your sins by dying on the cross,
taking your punishment on
Himself.That’s all been accom-
plished. That’s all been complet-
ed. Do you understand that?”

But God continues,“All that
remains now is for you to let
Him escort you across the
chasm on a tightrope in a
wheelbarrow, one by one.He’s
done it before,He’s never
dropped anybody,He won’t
drop you. It’s the only way to
cross the chasm.Come. Form
a line.Act on what you
believe to be true.
Demonstrate your trust.”

So Jesus comes across on
the tightrope and stands fac-
ing the seas of humanity
there, all the faces on the
Canadian side and He says,“I
know that you know who I
am and I know that you
understand what I’ve already
done for you. See my hands.
See my feet, see my side.
Understanding isn’t enough.You
must act on your understanding
individually, one by one.You
must get in, you must trust me
and you must let me take you

across to God’s side. I am the
only way.Who will be the first
one to act on what you already
understand to be true? Who will
be the first one to demonstrate
personal trust? Who will it be?”

This is the place where
the troops thin out.You know
understanding the Christian
message is the easy part.
Acting on it by demonstrating
personal trust in Christ is
what separates the men from
the boys.Trusting isn’t easy. It
strips away from us,what we
like to clutch, cling to, hold

on tightly. So Jesus waits patient-
ly and time runs down now
there’s only twenty hours left.
He’s waited for four hours.No
one’s climbed in. Picture this,
time is running down,people
are getting nervous.

No one wants to trust but
something must be done so the
intellectuals all start intellectual-
izing. They all huddle together
and they say,“Is there really a
God? Is there really a chasm
between God and man? Is there
really man?”Then picture anoth-
er group, the“activists.”They
start tearing off their shirts and

they’re testing the current.
They’re seeing how strong it is.
They’re wondering if they swim
real hard at an angle maybe
they can cross the river and
make it.They like to keep their
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fate in their own hands.Then
there are the“hardballers.”They
light up a cigarette and break
open a can of beer and they
curse a little and they say,“I
think God’s bluffing. I think we
got more than twenty hours
left.The whole thing doesn’t
scare me,”but they smoke a lot.

And then you got the
“wheeler dealers.” They’ve been
able to figure out an angle for
everything. So they’re busy find-
ing someone to try to charter a
helicopter you know, they’re
going to try to find a way.The
“engineers” are contemplating
building a bridge.Another
group decides to just get high
or get drunk, so they don’t
have to worry about things,
and others worry and fret but
meanwhile Jesus waits
patiently with an empty
wheelbarrow.

Why? I’ll say it again.
Because entrusting your life
into the hands of someone
else is a terribly difficult thing
for self-sufficient humanoids to
do.We’d rather do almost any-
thing than put our plight, our
fate, our eternal destiny in
someone else’s hands. But after
a time, a young man says to all
the others,“Face it, face it all of
you.There ain’t no other way.
God is over there.We do matter
to Him. Jesus has already paid
the price.We can’t swim across
or fly across.Time is running
down. I’m givin’ him a shot.You
do whatever you want to do.
I’m going to trust Him. I’m get-
tin’ in.What do I have to lose?”
So he looks into the loving,
peace-filled eyes of Jesus and he
says,“I trust you, Jesus. I believe
you’re sent from God and you’re
the only way across to His side.
I’m ready, let’s go.”

And you know what hap-

pens? All of you know what
happens. Jesus safely takes him
across the chasm. Presents him
to God the Father; there is a
warm embrace.There’s a cele-
bration. There is joy unspeak-
able. Jesus has never dropped
anyone, failed anyone, not even
wavered once. So the lad gets to
the other side and while he’s
experiencing the joy of being in
perfect fellowship with the
Father, he looks across the
chasm and he sees all the peo-
ple on the other side.He starts
screaming at the top of his
lungs,“He can be trusted,He
can be trusted! Look at me over
here,He can be trusted.Get in!

He’s the only way.”
Friends, I want to tell you,

I’m like that kid.And I have the
heart of the activist: I’d rather
swim across. Can’t make it. So
there came a point in time
when I just had to trust my life
to Christ and say,“You are the
only way. I’m gettin’ in. I’m act-
ing on what I already under-
stand to be true but now I’m
making a private personal com-
mitment in entrusting my life to
You andYou alone. If You don’t
take me across, I don’t go.”And
He took me across.He present-
ed me forgiven before the
Father.And now I belong in the
family of God. I’m there.Not
only do I have strength in my
life and all the other attendant
blessings that come with being
a true Christian, but I have an

eternity in heaven to look for-
ward to because of what Jesus
Christ did for me and because
of finally appropriating, acting
personally on that message of
salvation.

You know I happen to
think that we have several hun-
dred people here this morning
who understand the message
but have never acted upon it
personally.And I want to tell
you that you matter to God.And
understanding ain’t enough.
Time’s running down.You can’t
do one thing to cross the chasm
of sin in and of yourself. Can’t
do it. So you must get in.You

must make a personal, sin-
cere plea for Jesus to be your
own Saviour.And you must
express that trust by commit-
ting your life to Christ and
saying,“I want you to be my
Saviour.Take me across to
God.You’re the only person
who can do it.And I’m
throwing all my eggs into
your wheelbarrow.”
What about it, friends?You

understand the message, Jesus is
the only way that you can be
reconciled to God.He’s the only
one who can forgive you, take
you across the chasm of sin and
present you acceptable to a
Holy God on the other side.
He’s the only one.He’s the only
way.You understand that, I
know you do.How many of you
this morning are willing to act
on that? How many of you this
morning are willing to say,
“Today I want to express that
trust and I want to get in…I
want to appropriate the mes-
sage personally and as best I
know how right now I want to
commit my life to Christ.He’s
the only way”?

How many of you are will-
ing to do that?You say,“Well
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how do I do that?”You pray this simple prayer and you may want to pray along with me in your own
spirit as I sort of say this prayer for you. Lord Jesus, I admit that I’m a sinner.No doubt in my mind
about that.And I know I need a Saviour. I understand that you took my place, you shouldered the con-
sequences and the punishment for my sin when you died on the cross in my stead. I understand what
you did for me and now I personally appropriate it and embrace it and embrace you.Here I am, I’m
climbin’ in.Take me.Take me across.You just made the most important decision of your life.The most
important decision of all eternity. Let’s bow with closing prayer.

Our Father I thank you for the tremendous outpouring of the work of your Holy Spirit which is
the only power that brings people to God.Thank you for the person and the work and the love of
Jesus Christ who alone can take across the chasm of sin and present us forgiven to the Father.Thank
you for how many people made decisions this morning that affect all of life and all of eternity.What a
great day of celebration and rejoicing this is.And we give you all the praise for Jesus’ sake,Amen.
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L I F E A P P L I C AT I O N : CHR I S T I AN I T Y 1 0 1

The Gospel message is not a difficult one. Paul lays out the blueprint for us quite succinctly in Romans
6:23: “For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” For
some, however, this basic message is too simple. The idea that salvation is a “free gift” runs contrary to the
way most of us are raised to think. In our increasingly achievement-oriented society we like to think that
what we receive is what we deserve — what we have earned and worked for. What God has to offer, how-
ever, we could never earn, for the price He requires is simply beyond our ability to pay. That price is perfec-
tion. In order for us to receive salvation at all, therefore, God had to make it a free gift, and that gift is
centered in the person and work of His son Jesus.

T H E P R I C E

The price of eternal life is perfection — or, more specifically, perfect holiness. This price is certainly not
arbitrary, but is a reflection of one of the most fundamental attributes of God. Read Isaiah 6:3. The root
meaning of the word “holy” (qadosh) here is “separate” or “distinct.” As used in the Bible, “holy” is normally
used in contrast to that which is “sinful.” Note as well how many times the word “holy” is repeated. In the
Bible — especially the Old Testament — words are repeated for emphasis. To repeat a word three times
generally indicates maximum emphasis. What then is this passage telling us about the holiness of God?
Keep in mind that no other attribute of God is repeated three times.

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

It is thus the attribute of God’s holiness, more than anything else, that distinguishes us from Him. As
Edward Young aptly remarks in his commentary on Isaiah, “Qadosh [in Isaiah 6:3] signifies the entirety of
the divine perfection which separates God from His creation.”1 Man can, in some small way, attain some
measure of the various attributes of God — we can love, be merciful, be gracious, be just, be wise, be
knowledgeable (though not omniscient), be creative (though not omnipotent), but in no way can we be,
even in the most minuscule degree, holy. This attribute, more than anything else, distinguishes us from
God and defines who He is in relation (and by contrast) to us.



T H E P R O B L E M
If the requirement for salvation (that is, communion with God) is perfect holiness, the problem at once
becomes apparent. Read Romans 3:23. Is there any person or group of people that do not fall into the
category of those who “have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”? Why?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

It is important to note that sin, as the Bible talks about it, is more than just a wrong act, but is more funda-
mentally a state of being — the opposite of holiness. In Psalm 51 David implores God to forgive the sins of
adultery and murder which he committed. As David also indicates, however, the problem of his sin is much
deeper than those two acts. Read Psalm 51:5. Is David trying to excuse himself by tracing the root of his
sin to his mother? Would this understanding be in keeping with the character of David’s confession and
focus on self-culpability as expressed elsewhere in this Psalm? Also keep in mind that nowhere in the Bible
is David’s conception or birth referred to as having taken place in a sinful manner. Rather, David is here
describing the state of sin into which he was born. As Franz Delitzsch observes in his outstanding com-
mentary on the book of Psalms, “David here confesses his hereditary sin as the root of his actual sin. The
declaration moves backwards from his birth to conception, it consequently penetrates even to the most
remote point of life’s beginning.”2 Now read Romans 5:12. Through whom did sin enter the world? How did
it happen?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

As a result of Adam’s sin, Paul tells us, all men are considered guilty before God. Does this seem fair to
you? According to the typically individualistic way of thinking in which we are raised, it does not. If we were
not around when Adam sinned, why should we incur his guilt?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

The Biblical perspective on personhood is somewhat different from that of modern society. Read Hebrews
7:9-10. This passage is referring to Genesis 14:17-20, in which Abraham is described as having paid
tithes to Melchizedek. What is the point that the writer of Hebrews is making with regard to Levi? How does
this same point apply to our being in the “loins” of Adam when he took the fruit from the tree and ate?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Thus, just as sinfulness is a state which we “inherited” from Adam, so too do we inherit the consequences
of that state: separation from God, or eternal death. Read Genesis 2:17. How did Adam and Eve die on
the day that they ate (read Genesis 3:8)? How does this principle apply to you?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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T H E P R O V I S I O N
In light of our inability to attain perfect holiness, God, in His mercy and love, took the initiative to do for us
what we could never do for ourselves. Read Romans 5:6-8. Think of the person or persons whom you love
the most. Would you give your own life for them if the situation ever called for it? Now think of the person or
persons whom you most dislike. Would you give your life on their behalf? The life of your son or daughter?
Only a love as intense and as deep as God’s own could motivate the provision of such a dear and costly
sacrifice. Read 1 John 4:9-10. Was it necessary for us to love God before He would love us? What earthly
relationships (ideally) illustrate this kind of unconditional love?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Jesus is thus God’s answer to sin — through Him, and only through Him, can we fully attain the standard
of perfect holiness which God requires. In fact, it is only because of the fact that Jesus is God that His
sacrifice on our behalf can be truly effective. Read Hebrews 10:11-12. What are the sacrifices which the
writer of Hebrews tells us could “Never take away sins”? What is the only sacrifice that does? What is the
difference?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

If the sacrifices which were required under the Law never actually took away sin, why were they command-
ed to be given in the first place? Read Hebrews 10:1-3. What does the writer of Hebrews say was “in”
those sacrifices?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

This same Greek word “reminder, memorial” (anamnesis) is used three other times in the New Testament
(Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:24, 25). Look up each of these occurrences. What do they refer to? In light
of your answer, what can you say about the purpose of the sacrifices offered in the Temple of old (see also
Galatians 3:24)?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

What, then, are we to do with this provision? How do we appropriate it and make it our own? Simple intel-
lectual understanding of who Jesus is and what He has done is not enough. Read James 2:19. How is the
belief of the demons different from the belief that leads to salvation?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

James Adamson, in his commentary on the book of James,3 points out that the Greek construction used in
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verse 19 “emphasizes intellectual acceptance,” but not “belief” in the sense of “to trust God,” for which a
different verbal construction is used. To believe in God, as opposed to simply believing that God exists,
means to trust in the provision for sin which He has made for you. Indeed, the entire point of what James
says in 2:19 becomes apparent when you read the next verse. Faith without works is useless because the
lack of works proves that it is only intellectual faith. True faith — that is, trusting in that provision which God
has provided — is proven to be true faith because of the very fact that works come along with it. Trust in
God is not simply a one-time event, but something which one does throughout their life as a Christian.
Trusting in God is evident by the things that we do — what James calls “works.” Read James 2:21-22.
What was the “work” in which Abraham’s trust in God (that is, his faith) was demonstrated?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

With regard to each of the following areas, how have you (or how can you) demonstrate your own trust in
God?

1. Salvation

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2. Finances

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

3. Dating/Marriage

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

4. School/Work

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

5. Family

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

6. Friends

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
1 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,1965; reprint 1997), 242., 2 Vol.2 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1970),136.
3 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,1976),125.
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One of the more difficult
responsibilities I have as the presi-
dent of the seminary lies in reading
my morning mail.A few months
ago I received a letter from a
young man in a penitentiary in
Texas.He was serving from ten to
twenty years for attempted rape.
He was a Christian and he asked if
I would send him a book that was
not available to him in the prison. I
gladly responded to his request.
But his letter deeply disturbed me
because the young man had been a
student of mine when I’d taught at
DallasTheological Seminary.When
he left the seminary,he left with
great gifts and great vision.He pas-
tored two churches and both of
them were successful congrega-
tions. In the second church,he
demonstrated a gift of Evangelism.
Many of the people in that church
were led to Christ as a result of his
witness.He was a careful student
of the Scriptures and there were
those in the congregation who tes-
tified that again and again as he
stood to speak, they could sense
the power in the presence of God.

He had a disciplining ministry.
He left his thumb print upon the
people of that congregation. In
fact,when his crime was discov-
ered and he had admitted his guilt,
that congregation raised over twen-
ty thousand dollars for his legal
defense. And now he is a prisoner
in a penitentiary inTexas. In one
dark hour of temptation,he fell
into the abyss.He ruined his repu-
tation, destroyed his ministry and
left an ugly stain on the testimony
of Christ in that community.

When I read that letter and
knew what had happened, I found
myself wrestling with all kinds of
questions and emotions.What hap-
pens in a person’s life who does
that?What went through his mind?
What was it that caused him to
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turn his back on all that he had
given his life? But I realized that
as I was asking the question, I
was not simply asking about him,
but I was asking about myself. I
was asking about men and
women who graduated from this
seminary,but have destroyed the
ministry to which they have
given themselves through some
act of disobedience.What is it
that causes someone to mortgage
his ministry to pay the high price
of sin?What is it that lures us to
destruction?

That question is not just a
question that I face or that that
young man faced, it’s a question
you face.Temptation dogs your
path and trips you at every turn.
The question you must face,
sometime in your life, is how
does the tempter do his work?
How does he come to us? How
does he destroy us? Here,early in
the ancient record,we have one
of the themes that is woven
again and again throughout the
Scripture:The theme of sin and
its destructive power.What we
have here in Genesis 3 is a case
study in temptation.

In a case study,you want to
get rid of the independent vari-
ables, study the thing itself.
Certainly, there are many things
that were not true of Eve that
might be true of us.For example,
she had no poison blood in her
veins.She did not have a heritage
on which she could blame her
sin.Eve came,asAdam did, from
the direct creation of God.When
God createdAdam and Eve,God
declared that the creation was
very good.Unlike many people
today, she was not half-damned in
her birth.What is more,Eve and
Adam lived in a perfect environ-
ment.There was nothing in the
pollution of that atmosphere that
would lead them away from
God.She stood there in the

morning of creation,a creature of
great wonder.No sinful heritage,
no sinful environment.Here we
have a case study in temptation.

As we watch the way the
tempter came to Eve,we recog-
nize that while this story comes
to us out of the ancient past, it’s
as up-to-date as the temptation
you may be facing this morning
or that you faced last night.The
temptation that you face in your
study, in your home, in your min-
istry, in your life.The scene has
changed but the methodology
has not.

As you read this story,one of
the things you discover is that
when the tempter comes,he
comes in disguise.The writer of
Genesis says that the serpent was
more crafty than all of the wild
animals the Lord God had made.
I gather that he is telling us that
when the serpent came,he did
not come as a thing of ugliness.
This was before the curse, this
happened before the serpent
crawled on its belly on the
ground.There were no rattlers
that warn of a an approaching
poison.There’s nothing that
would have made Eve feel
alarmed.

When Satan comes to you,
he does not come in the form of
a coiled snake.He does not come
with the roar of a lion.He does
not come with the wail of a
siren.He does not come waving
a red flag.Satan just slides into
your life.He comes and seems
almost like a comfortable com-
panion.There seems to be noth-
ing about him that you would
dread.NewTestament says that
he comes as an angel of light, as a

minister of God,sometimes as a
minister of righteousness. It’s
quite clear that when the enemy
comes to attack you,he comes in
disguise.As Mestophalese says in
Faust,“The people do not even
know the devil is there even
when he has them by the
throat.”

Not only is he disguised in
his person,but he is disguised in
his purposes.When he comes,he
does not come to say to Eve,“I
have come to tempt you.”
Instead,he comes to have a reli-
gious discussion.He wants to talk
theology.He doesn’t want to talk
sin.He begins his temptation by
saying,“Did God really say,‘You
must not eat from any tree in the
garden?’”

You can’t argue with that.
Satan comes and says,“Look I just
want to be sure of the exegesis. I
just want to be sure the idea God
was trying to get across.Did He
really say,‘You can’t eat of any of
the trees of the garden?’”You see,
he’s a religious devil.He doesn’t
come to you and knock on the
door of your soul and say,
“Pardon me,sir.Give me a half
hour of your life, I’d like to damn
you and destroy you.”No,all he
wants to do is to talk a bit of the-
ology. He wants to be sure he
understands the theWord of
God.

It is possible to discuss theol-
ogy to your peril. It’s very possi-
ble to get into those kinds of dis-
cussions in which you talk about
God in a kind of abstract way
like sort of mathematical formula
that you can construct a theolo-
gy that leads you to the disobedi-
ence of God.You’re big on grace.
Very strong on Christian liberty.
You know the freedom of the
sons of God and you will debate
that with anyone who comes
along.You can do anything you
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want at any time you want with
anyone you want,no restrictions,
no hang ups,you’re free,you
know God’s grace.

Every man who’s every
turned liberty into license has
done it on a theological ground.
You can get to the place where
you decide that even when I sin,
God’s grace abounds. Isn’t it
wonderful that I am serving
God’s grace as I show His for-
giveness?You could be big on
God’s sovereignty.No one will
outpace you when it comes to a
doctrine like that.God is sover-
eign over the affairs of men and
nations.God’s eye is not only
over history,His hand is on histo-
ry. His hand is upon your life and
before long,God is so sovereign
that you have no responsibility.
After all in a sense,all the world’s
a stage all the men and women
merely players.

God maps out the action,
plans the dialogue.You go
through your paces but it’s all
God.Even your sin.And out of
that discussion,you come away
finding good, sound reasons,or
reasons that sound good, for dis-
obeying God.You want to dis-
cuss theology with the wrong
motive.

One advantage of coming to
seminary is you can find a lot of
reasons for doing wrong.And
you can sound theological in
your disobedience.Another thing
that Satan did in this conversa-
tion was focused Eve’s attention
on that single tree in the center
of the garden.He comes and
says,“It seems inconceivable to
me that God wouldn’t let you
have any of these trees.”And now
Eve comes to God’s defense.
She’s a witness for God.But one
of the things that people do in
defending God is that they
become more righteous than

God,become stricter than God. It
is one of the problems that peo-
ple often have on the religious
right that they not only look at
God’s commands but they think
that they are holier if they go
beyond God’s commands and
there is destruction in that.

She says,“Oh no,we can eat
of all the trees of the garden but
that one tree.That tree there in
the center,we can’t eat from that
tree.”Eve makes it a point to say,
“Well,we can’t taste it,we can’t
even touch it.”What Satan has
done,of course, is to focus her
mind on that single tree.The one
thing prohibited.

Sometimes you wonder how
someone could turn his or her
back on all of the good things
that they have,all of the blessings
that have been poured into their
lives and throw all of that away
for that single sin in their lives.
And the answer is they don’t see
the blessings.Satan shifts the
focus and there is that one thing
you want so desperately that
you’ll do anything to get it. It
becomes the focus of your life.
And everything else God does,
you forget.

So Satan comes in disguise,
he conceals who he is.He con-
ceals what he wants to do.The
second thing you discover is that
in his attack,he attacks God’s

word.After Eve responds and
says,“We may eat from the trees
in the garden,but God did say
you must not eat the fruit from
the tree that’s in the middle of
the garden.You must not touch it
or you will die.”

Satan throws his head back
and with irrepressible laughter
says,“Surely you don’t believe
that,do you?That you will surely
die? Oh,come now,ha,ha,ha,a
bit of fruit? Surely die?That’s just
a bit of exaggeration that God’s
using to get your attention,but
He doesn’t mean that.Surely die?
Come now.You’re too sophisti-
cated, you’re too aware to
believe that God,who gave you
this marvelous garden and all
these trees and that bountiful
fruit is going to be that excited
about your taking that one piece
of fruit from that tree...surely die?
You don’t believe that,do you?
God doesn’t mean that.God cer-
tainly doesn’t mean that.”

And how easily we fall into
that.How easily we can come to
believe in some doctrine of an
errancy about the Bible as a
whole but this particular issue
that is an issue between me and
God.He doesn’t mean it when
He says,“You will surely die.”For
thousands of years,Satan has
repeated that. It is the theme of
many modern novels to move
the plot so that the people leave
in deep disobedience to God but
they come out well at at the end.
It’s in modern movies in which
the characters live life in rebel-
lion against God,but they live
happily ever afterwards. It’s the
word from the sponsor on televi-
sion.You see it in four-color ads.
There’s a perfume, it’s been on
the market a long time,called ‘My
Sin’.The huckster in Madison
Avenue who named that bottle
of fragrance chose that label
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because he said,“Here is a fra-
grance which is so alluring, so
charming, so exciting, so harm-
less.You can call it ‘My Sin’.”And
that fragrance is a stench in the
nostrils of God.

How do you feel about it?
These warnings that fill the Bible
about disobedience...How do
you feel about it? Does God
mean it when He says that they
who live after the flesh shall die?
Does God really mean it when
He says,“If you sow to your flesh
you will reap corruption? Does
God mean it when He says,
“Whatever a man sows, that shall
he also reap?”Does God mean it
when He says that the eye of the
Lord is against the wicked? Does
God mean it when He says,“He
shall judge His people”? Does
God mean it when He says,
“Fornicators and adulterers,God
will judge”? How do you feel
about that? Does God mean it
when He says things like that?

God is serious about sin
because God is serious about
you.God is serious about sin
because God loves you and God
knows the devastation that sin
can have in your life, in your rela-
tionships, in your character, in
your ministry.

God is serious about sin as a
loving parent is serious about fire
and warns a child about it,know-
ing that it can maim that child
for life,destroy the home he lives
in,and do untold damage.But
how do you feel about it? Does
God mean it when He says those
things? Not only does Satan
attack God’s word,but he goes
deeper than that and attacks
God’s character.For the serpent
said to the woman inVerse Five,
“For God knows that when you
eat of that tree your eyes will be
opened and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.”

You see Satan is attacking
God’s goodness.What he is say-
ing is,“You know why God gave
you that command? He gave you
that command because He wants
to spoil your fun.The reason He
gave you that command is that
He wants to keep you on a tight
leash,He doesn’t want you to be
free.He doesn’t want you to real-
ly experience the abundance of
life.He wants to deny your pleas-
ures. He wants to show you He
is in control.He wants to keep
you down.He doesn’t want you
to have the excitement that life
can offer other people.He
knows that when you eat it,
you’ll be like Him and you’ll
know good and evil.You will
have experiences you can have
in no other way.God has an ulte-
rior motive,a hidden agenda,and
it’s an evil one.”Once the well is
poisoned,all the water is
destroyed.

For example,one of the
most beautiful confessions of
love and faith in the Bible is a
confession that Ruth makes to
Naomi.She says,“Entreat me not
to turn away from you.Where
you go, I will go.Where you
abide, I will abide.Your people
will be my people.Your God will
be my God.Where you die, I will
be buried.”Beautiful,but suppose
someone came to Naomi and
said to her,“Naomi listen,Ruth’s a
gold digger, she’s a manipulator.
You see what Ruth really wants
to do is to get back into Israel
and she wants to marry a
wealthy Jew and she knows her
passport home is with you,and
she’ll tell you just about anything
to get a free pass into Israel.”If
Naomi believes that, then the
well is poisoned and every good
thing Ruth does,Naomi will sus-
pect. Every kind word Ruth will
speak,Naomi will reject.You see

when you poison the well, all the
water is poisoned.When you
come to the place where you
doubt God’s word because you
really doubt God’s goodness,
then Satan has done his work.
How easily we do that.All of us
have served the prince of dark-
ness and lived in his realm and
when we come to the kingdom
of God’s Son,we have a way of
bringing our doubts and suspi-
cions with us.

Something happens in your
life that is difficult and you find
yourself asking why and that
question mark is like a dagger
pointed at the heart of God.How
easily we begin to suspect that
what happens in this particular
case in our life is really a demon-
stration that God is against us.
Even when good things happen
to us,we doubt God’s goodness.
Something marvelous comes into
your life, something unexpected,
then all at once there is a shad-
ow that crosses your mind: It all
will be taken away,God really
doesn’t want me to enjoy the
expansion of His goodness, some-
how He has a way of giving me
something and then just as I get
to enjoy it,He snatches it back,
like some cruel, sadistic parent.
So we knock on wood and
smash at the heart of God.When
you doubt God’s goodness, then
you’ll doubt His word and you
will see God restricting you and
holding you back and the work
is done.

So when Eve saw that the
fruit of the tree was good for
food and pleasing to the eye and
also desirable for gaining wis-
dom, she took some and ate it.
Hmm, it wasn’t good for food.
But it becomes pleasing to the
eye and desirable because now
she has listened to the lie of the
tempter and her senses take con-
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trol. See,when you get God out
of your life,when you come to
question God’s word and God’s
goodness, then suddenly your
senses come alive to what is evil.
And what once was out of
bounds to you becomes the
thing that you desire and often
the thing that will destroy you.

Piece of fruit? Surely,not a
piece of fruit.Ha,you,you’re not
going to tell me that that Eve’s
sin was with a piece of fruit in a
fruit orchard,you’re not going to
tell me that that’s whyAdam
sinned and that’s why murder
came into their family.You’re not
going to tell me a piece of fruit
damned the race?

No,not a piece of fruit.A dis-
obedience to God’s word.A dis-
trust of God’s character.The fruit
is out at the periphery.The sin is

at the center.Whenever you
come to deny or doubt the good-
ness of God, then at the point in
which you are struggling in your
soul,you’ll come to deny His
word. If Satan had come to Eve
in that early morning and said,
“Look, sign this paper, say that
you are done with God,she
would never have signed it.

When Satan comes,he never
comes dragging the chains that
will confine us.He comes bring-
ing a crown that will ennoble us.
He comes offering us a pleasure,
expansiveness,money,popularity,
freedom,enjoyment.Fact is,he
never really says there are any
consequences at all.Except that
we will fill all of the desires of
our hearts.And it is there that we
are destroyed.

That’s the lesson.That

the temptations that destroy us,
strike at the heart of God,God’s
integrity, and God’s goodness.
When we deny His goodness,we
reject His word.When we reject
His word,we do so at our peril.
Hear me well this morning. I do
not come to you to bring you
some kind of tight religion.

Christianity is not mere
morality. It’s not a matter of toe-
ing the line and keeping the
rules.Christianity is a relation-
ship.A relationship with a God
who loves you so much that He
gave you His Son.And loves you
so much that He has made you
His child.God whose every gift is
good and perfect.Who can never
cast a shadow on your life by
turning to something else that
He is not.But we sin,we fall
when we doubt His goodness
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Temptation — that is, the enticement to sin — is a fact of life. No one is exempt. All of us, whether a new
Christian or experienced leader in the church, have been and will continue to be tempted in various ways to
disobey God. Yet, whereas popular culture would have us believe that giving in to temptation is sometimes
inevitable (and, in fact, sometimes even acceptable), the Bible tells us otherwise. Read 1 Corinthians 10:13.
Whom is Paul addressing? How is what Paul says in this verse different from what popular culture would have
us believe about temptation?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Despite this promise, many Christians continue to find themselves overcome by the temptations of life, not
necessarily because they are weak Christians, but because of a basic misunderstanding of how temptation
works and how one is to handle it when it comes. The first temptation which humanity ever faced provides a
vivid case for study. Read Genesis 3:1-6. The serpent in this passage (as well as what he did) is alluded to
in Revelations 12:9. Who is he?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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and thus disobey His word.
Notice how the temptation begins. Not with an explicit statement or enticement to disobey God, but rather
with a question of theology — what, exactly, has God said?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

By questioning the meaning of God’s Word, the tempter seeks to weaken the foundation underlying Eve’s
basic understanding of what is sinful. In this respect the most fundamental foothold of temptation is in our
thinking — if that can be changed, the body will naturally follow. Read Proverbs 23:7. What does this verse
say about the relation of one’s thinking to one’s person’s character — and, by consequence, to one’s life?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Once the process of questioning God’s Word has begun, the end result of contradiction is not far off. What is
the contradiction to God’s Word as stated by Satan in verse 4?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Was Satan right? Was God referring primarily to physical death when he said “you shall surely die”? How
does the result of Adam’s sin affect you (see Romans 5:12)?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Once her thinking concerning God’s Word is changed, Eve turns to consider the object of temptation itself:
the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Three aspects of the fruit’s appeal are presented, and
in this respect, Eve’s temptation was no different from those we face today, for everything in the world that we
can possibly be tempted with falls into these three categories. Read 1 John 2:16. What are the three cate-
gories?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

These three categories are likewise the very same ones with which Satan tempts Jesus in the wilderness
(Luke 4:1-13; Matthew 4:1-11). Unlike Adam, however, Jesus is successful in withstanding the temptations
He is faced with. Read Romans 5:14-15. What is the significance of Jesus’ victory over temptation and
Adam’s failure?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________________
Some would say that Jesus did not experience temptation in the way that we do, since He was God and
had more ability to withstand it. What does Hebrews 4:15 say to this issue?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The fact of Jesus’ divinity, rather than making the experience of temptation easier, actually means that He
experienced temptation to a far greater degree than any of us ever could. As B. F. Westcott aptly states in his
commentary on Hebrews:

“Sympathy with the sinner in his trial does not depend on the experience of sin but on
the experience of the strength of the temptation to sin which only the sinless can know in its
full intensity. He who falls yields before the last strain.”1

In following we shall thus consider each of the three aspects of the temptation as experienced, on the one
hand, by the first couple in the garden, and, on the other hand, by Jesus in the wilderness. In the latter case
we have a relevant example of how to withstand temptation in our own lives as well.

T H E L U S T O F T H E F L E S H

What is the very first aspect of the fruit tree that appeals to Eve? Is the bodily desire to which that aspect of
the temptation relates sinful in-and-of itself? Where then did the temptation lie?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Just as this first aspect of the fruit’s appeal focuses on Eve’s legitimate bodily need for food, so too is Jesus
tempted with food in the wilderness. Read Luke 4:1- 4. Is Jesus’ desire for food wrong? Why was the temp-
tation to make bread especially tempting in His situation?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Note as well that there would have been nothing sinful in Jesus exercising His divine powers in changing
stones into bread. Where then did the temptation (that is, the enticement to sin) lie? Consider carefully the
words of Satan in verse 3. What is Satan questioning (read Luke 3:21- 22)? How does Jesus respond?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What are some ways that Satan tempts us through the “lust of the flesh”? — that is, enticing us to meet legit-
imate bodily needs and desires in illegitimate ways? Can you think of any Biblical passages that would be
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helpful in resisting those temptations when they arise?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

T H E L U S T O F T H E E Y E S

What is the next thing that Eve notes about the fruit? The basic meaning of the word “delight” (tauavah) here
is “a thing desired, object of desire.” Because of the fruit’s beauty, Eve wanted to have it — to possess it.
Consider as well the English idiom, to “cast one’s eye upon something” — that is, to desire something. Is the
basic desire to possess things wrong? Where then did the temptation lie?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Just as Jesus was tempted to the utmost degree with regard to his flesh — that is, satisfying his desire for
food after 40 days of fasting — so too is He tempted to the utmost degree with regard to the desire for pos-
sessions. Read Luke 4:5 — 7. Is the idea that Jesus should possess the kingdoms of the world wrong?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The idea of Jesus possessing the kingdoms of the world is certainly not wrong — and thus Jesus desire for
such would not have been sinful. Indeed, in Psalm 2:8 the Father says to the Son, “Ask of me, and I will give
thee the nations for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.” What, then,
was the temptation? How does Jesus respond?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What are some ways that Satan tempts us through the “lust of the eyes”? — that is, enticing us to meet the
fulfill our non-sinful desire to possess things through illegitimate means? Can you think of any Biblical pas-
sages that would be helpful in resisting those temptations when they arise?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

T H E B O A S T F U L P R I D E O F L I F E

What is the final aspect of the fruit’s appeal noted by Eve? Is the desire to be “wise” wrong? Where then did
the temptation lie?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________________

Whereas the previous two aspects of the temptation (food, possession) dealt with exterior appeals, this third
one concerns the “exalting” of the person himself. In a similar manner Jesus is tempted by Satan with regard
to exalting Himself before the Jewish people. Read Luke 4:9-12. Note that the pinnacle of the Temple would
have been quite visible to the Jewish people below. By casting Himself down from the pinnacle and being
rescued by angels, what would have been the reaction of the Jewish people?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

If Jesus had done what Satan had asked of Him, He would undoubtedly have been received as the Messiah
by the Jewish people. Again, would such a reception have been wrong? Certainly not! Where then did the
temptation lie?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

If Jesus had done what Satan has asked and been immediately received as the Messiah, He would never
have experienced the rejection and suffering that God had intended for Him to experience in order to make
once-and-for-all atonement for sin (see Hebrews 10:12). Satan was asking Jesus to circumvent suffering
and, consequently, to reject the plan that the Father had laid for Him from the prophets of old (see, for exam-
ple, Isaiah 53). What are some ways that Satan tempts us through the “the boastful pride of life”— that is,
enticing us to exalt ourselves in ways that go against God’s will and fail to bring glory to Him?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Can you think of any Biblical passages that would be helpful in resisting those temptations when they arise?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Thus, whereas the subtlety of temptation lies in its often veiled appeal to legitimate needs and desires, its
underlying challenge centers upon the infinite goodness of God. To give in to temptation is to question the
expression of God’s goodness in one’s life — to say that we must take it upon ourselves to do what God
has not yet done for us. In His constant desire for our good, however, God not only gives, but withholds.
Take time to consider at least five things that God, out of His goodness, may have withheld from you.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Can you think of a recent situation in which you gave in to temptation? To which one of the three categories
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of temptation does it belong? In light of what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10:13, what do you think was the
reason you gave in to that temptation? How can you overcome that same temptation if it arises again?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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1 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1984),
59.

May the words of my mouth
and the thoughts of all our hearts
be acceptable now and always in
your sight, oh Lord, our strength
and our redeemer.Amen.

Not long ago,one of our British
playwrights, Joe Orton, had a char-
acteristic anti-Christian line in one
of his plays:“It’s not death, it’s life,
that defeats the Christian church.
She’s always been equipped to deal
with death.” In other words, the
Christian faith is great in the crisis,
but how about the commonplace?
It’s wonderful in the emergency
and the every-so-often but how
‘bout the every day? Go back in his-
tory and you can see that alongside
many of the great objections to
God’s being there and God’s being
good are powerful objections to
Christian character.

Non-Christians have claimed
that there’s a link between
Christianity and cowardice, socially
speaking.There’s a link between a
type of piety and eventual passivity.
That same taunt is often said today,
if quietly. For example, I know peo-
ple have looked down to America
today and said,“Look at the passivi-
ty of many Christians.”Faith in some
circles is being described as, “pri-
vately engaging, socially irrelevant.”
Or now, that other Christians are
out busy and almost too active in
some areas in some parts of the
country.

They say, “Yes, but that’s not
really quiet, assured, solidly-based
faith.”There’s a panic in this;people
are losing control of the dominance
they had in culture, so there’s a
panic and a paranoia behind the
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activism.Again,where is the quiet
assurance that comes out across
society?

All too often, some of those
criticisms have an element of
truth about some styles of the
faith in public today. But that has-
n’t always been so by any means.
And it’s certainly not so of the
great examples we see in
Scripture.I’d like you to turn with
me in your mind to the story that
was read to us of Paul in the mid-
dle of the shipwreck where we
see a very different type of faith.
Robust, enterprising, full of ini-
tiative. You can see that his
action,busy and sturdy through-
out the whole chapter, totally
flows out of his affirmation of
faith. Above all in the lines,
“Keep up your courage ‘cause I
believe in God and that things
will turn out as I’ve been told.”

Now to really see something
in what Paul was doing, unwit-
tingly, because he’s not talking of
what he’s doing, he’s not preach-
ing, nothing like that. He unwit-
tingly betrays the secret of faith in
action.To see it, you need just to
see some of the forces against
which Paul, in this very practical
situation of the shipwreck with
which he was wrestling. And
above all, there are three.

First of all,Paul’s faith is inten-
tion with the great forces of histo-
ry around him.You can put it very
simply:Paul starts the story,inActs
27,as a prisoner but at the end of
the chapter, he’s giving orders to
his captors. From a passenger on
board ship to giving the com-
mands to the sailors. Now, what’s
happened?

He wasn’t bossy and striving
and ambitious. Simply the cause
here is faith in crisis. It means that
when every one else is panicky
and demoralized, he is catapulted
center-stage and he ends up in the

position of extraordinary authori-
ty. Why was Paul there at all? He
didn’t need to go to Rome, he
wanted to go,God wanted him to
go, but we know that what
launched him off was his unchar-
acteristic opportunism.

First you see the way he
enters into this particular chapter.
Having sailed cautiously around,
the crew is asking,“Shall we go on
or should we stop here for the
winter?”He enters the debate and
says, “Stop here. It’s dangerous.”

Clearly his advice was not based
on any supernatural prediction, in
fact he was wrong. He says then
that everyone would be lost and
they weren’t. It wasn’t based on
supernatural prediction but it was
wise council.

He’d been shipwrecked, as
we know, three times but he
enters in responsibly to the
debate although he was clearly
one of the lowest on the totem
pole.Then the story goes on.First
he enters as everyone else is so
panicky and demoralized that
they don’t even eat,and he comes
in and says,“I told you so.”

After establishing his authori-
ty, he brings them assurance and
shows them that no one’s lives
will be lost and therefore, they
can take heart.Therefore,they can
eat and so on.

But the most extraordinary
part of Paul’s entering in is later
on.He goes out on deck, sees the
sailors about to cut off the
lifeboats and escape for them-

selves and he speaks to the sol-
diers and he says,“If these men do
this,none of you can be saved.”In
other words, Paul, a prison-
er/passenger, is giving orders to
his captors, the Centurion,to con-
trol the people in charge of the
ship—the captain and the sailors.

This is characteristic of the
way a crisis had thrown everyone
else into disarray and had brought
out the best in Paul because of his
faith in God. Now, some people
would merely say that, of course,

Paul was unusual, the great hero
of the faith and so on. But look
through Scripture and you see
that this is not so much Paul’s
heroism as something that’s
deeply rooted in Paul’s human-
ness in the Biblical and Christian
understanding. If you look
around the other cultures of the
time, very few of them had a

high place for individuals.
Yes, the king or the priest or

the great people in society, but
not the small individuals. The
small individual was just the tiny
person lost against the great vast-
ness of the universe,merely living
to play out his role.But not in the
Biblical view. In the Biblical view,
the transcendent God has created
the world and He has made peo-
ple in His image so He speaks and
acts into history and people.He’s
made, however small, to speak
and act into history. So history’s
the great arena for the acts of God
and the acts of individual human
beings, however small. One per-
son with faith in God can cause
ripples that never cease, and
there’s a great sense of history
and humanness in the Scriptures.

Worship is always historical.
What God did at that time and in
this place,for which we now wor-
ship Him. And the story of the
people of God is historical.
Abraham, Deborah, David and so
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church have a towering

sense of the sovereignty of
God and through that, a

sense of their own
significance.
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on.Great men and women with a
high sense of being under God.
One person counted and that’s
what Paul reflects here. Not con-
sciously, self-consciously.He’s just
acting it out here:his faith in God.
All they know is God has made
him to be and robustly he gets on
with it.

Now in the west, we pay lip
service to individualism.Yet stud-
ies show that very few people live
it in practice unless they be the
higher and the mightier in our
times. Most people are subtly
caressed by the shared images of
advertising or corralled by the
pressures of peer groups, or
cowed in the sense by the great
things in our times, like the
nuclear issue. Then no matter
what we say about the place of
the individual, many people do
not feel very significant.

But Paul, despite how weak
and small he was in this situation,
trusts in God and then acts and
becomes important.Not because
of his power and control and
authority and might, but simply
because obedience is the key to
history under God. The second
thing you see here is Paul
wrestling, not only with these
great historical forces around
him,but Paul wrestling even with
the sovereignty of God.

Have you ever noticed how
extraordinary this incident is? In
most places in Scripture, God’s
sovereignty and what He says and
does and our human significance
in what we’re able to do and say,
go hand in hand even if we’re not
always able to see the inter-weav-
ing too clearly and closely. But
here, for a minute or two, God’s
sovereignty appears to go one
way and human significance
another way and they go com-
pletely against each other.

On the one hand, we have

statements of absolute sovereign-
ty. The angel appears to Paul and
says,“It is ordained and included
in the fact that you will reach
Rome safely. In fact, everyone on

board ship with you will be
saved.”And as Paul says later,“not a
hair on your heads will be lost.”
Absolute, blanket, unequivocal
authority. Enough for the most
uptight,dogmatic,hyper-Calvinist.

But unlike the hyper-
Calvinist,Paul doesn’t settle down
in his bunk and go to sleep, he
goes out on deck and seeing the
sailors escaping, he says to sol-
diers, “Unless you stop them,
we’re all lost.”Now, think of what
he’s saying.

The word of God is that
everyone will be saved.
Absolutely, unconditionally. Paul
says that depending on what a
human being does in the next
thirty seconds,not only will we all
be saved or lost, but the word of
God will be true or false.So appar-
ently it depends on human
beings—but not only human
beings: pagan human beings, and
two sets of them. First the sol-
diers, and then the sailors.

In other words, if you read it
carefully, you see that as Paul
speaks dramatically like that,it’s as
if the word of God dangles over

the side of the ship alongside the
lifeboats.The lifeboat is about to
be cut off and a knife’s cut can do
it, and equally the word of God
can be falsified in a second by the
soldiers saying, “Who are you?”
and the sailors saying,“We don’t
care.We’re off on our own.”

But you see, for Paul, his sig-
nificance is not because of who
he’s made to be as a human being
by God,but because of God’s sov-
ereignty, too.But God’s sovereign-
ty doesn’t leave him overpowered
and passive and lacking in initia-
tive. It’s precisely the springboard
on which he bounces in faith to
do that which he must do,so they
do what they must do so that
what God says will be done is
done.A tremendous, robust enter-
prise. Paul almost wrestles con-
sciously with the sovereignty of
God and uses it in this enormous-
ly dynamic way as the spring-
board for his own obedience in
his own time.

Now sovereignty doesn’t
have very good press today.
Argued about as a theological
doctrine and by-in-large, most
people in a highly activist age
leave it for minionism which is a
much more comfortable doctrine
for people who are activists and
self-reliant and so on. But look
back in history and you see not
only the greatest people in the
church who’ve had a towering
sense of the sovereignty of God—
and through that, a sense of their
own significance.

You see in the church the
great troubled periods of transi-
tion, which are most needed as
sense of the sovereignty of God,
towering over the uncertainty of
their time…the midst of the
earthquakes and storms all
around them, they were the last
people to be ruffled. So it takes
the fall of the Roman Empire. In



what did Augustan believe? The
sovereignty of God.

Or look at the break-up of
Christiandom in the Renaissance
and the Reformation: what did
Luther and Calvin and the others
believe in?The sovereignty of God
and they were men of deep
awareness of their significance
who knew in the towering sense
of the sovereignty of God. The
strength which only that could
give them.

Paul wrestles and he demon-
strates it in practice by the robust-
ness of his action.But there’s a last
thing which I think is deeply stir-
ring in this passage. Paul
wrestling, not only with his other
forces, but wrestling with mortal
danger and the threat of death all
around him. There’s something
extraordinary in this passage
which someone in the Bible study
in our home once pointed out to
me. He said,“What did Paul think
about death here and what do
you see?”And I looked and there’s
nothing much at all. And that’s
surely the interesting thing.
Everyone else was only thinking
of death. So much so they could-
n’t even eat. Paul, looking death
right in the eye,in the heart of the
storm,is not thinking about death
at all. He’s getting on with life. In
other words, if there’s no peace,
be still.

God didn’t call him to do that
here. There’s no seizing the
moment as he did on Mars Hill
and preaching the gospel. It was-
n’t the place for that here.There’s
no gathering the Christian group
together to pray and sing “Abide
with Me” as the Titanic goes
down, or anything like that. Paul
just gets on with life although he’s
right in the midst of death and
everyone else is so pre-occupied
with it that they cannot even per-
form the basics of life, like eat.

Why? Why we’re speculating
is we’re not told,and Paul doesn’t
say, but my suggestion is this: for
Paul,he is able to get on with life,
even in the face of death for a sim-
ple reason, death is not the issue.
Death has been dealt with and life
is the issue until it runs out, and
he’s able to get on with life even
in the face of death.Well,what are
the sort of things we see else-
where in Paul’s writing that gives
us a clue to this extraordinary
assurance and action in the face
of death?

The major one is obviously
Paul’s theme of the assurance of
life over death in the victory of
Christ, but I’m not meaning that
particularly.The two other strong
themes that come in Paul’s writ-
ings, which are surely the heart of
the secret of the way he acts here.

First of all you see in Paul the
most realistic awareness of death
in life: a realistic awareness. Freud
speaks of the human community
and its deadly silence about death.
As he says,“The human communi-
ty is a conspiracy in the face of
death.No one wants to face it.To
speak of it.To really put it into our
philosophy as something that’s
there in life.”But not the Bible. In
the Bible,death in a fallen world is
natural in an unnatural world. It’s
rooted in sin. It results in a judge-
ment after death far worse than
any physical death like drowning.
And it ranges this side of death in
all sorts of things, like decay and
entropy, and destructiveness
working out so that Paul knows
death even in his own body.

There’s a deep realism
throughout Paul’s writings about
the place of death in life. Now
what difference does that make?
Simply this,when death breaks in,
as it does in all our lives, it’s not
the creation of a new situation.It’s
the clarification for the Christian

of what is always our situation,
but we’re apt to forget as we
drown it out. Death is not the
interruption of the normal: death
is the illumination of the abnor-
mality of what we call normal and
often forget is highly abnormal.

So for the Christians, we live
in the midst of death in life. It
might be the news of the doctor,
it might be a mugging,it might be
the nuclear cloud with it’s gigan-
tic question mark over the exis-
tence of human beings in the
planet. Death is almost every-
where in modern society in one
form or another, and you can see
the realism in the Christian posi-
tion.We know the place of death
in life, so whenever it crops up, it
doesn’t surprise and shock us.

Yes, we may be shocked and
yes,we grieve.Yes,we may be out-
raged because death is abnormal
in God’s world and yet, in the
abnormal world, it’s normal and
we’re not surprised cause we
understand the realism of the
Christian view of the awareness
of death in life. So Paul forgets
death and gets on with life.
There’s probably a second part in
his teaching too. And that is in
Paul the sense of the radical antic-
ipation of death in life.What do I
mean? Baptism.

We often think of Christ, our
substitute. He died for us in our
place. But in Paul’s writing in the
Scriptures, Christ is not only our
substitute but our representative.
In Him, we die and we live. So in
baptism and confirmation, as we
declare our faith,we publically die
to the old nature. We die to the
world and we die to all their
claims and their holds on our
lives. Now, of course we test that
when disaster comes.We immedi-
ately are disappointed, feel like
clutching onto things we have no
right to, and we realize that hav-
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is the biggest challenge of all. But
in Paul’s understanding,we die to
death in life before it comes.

Kamikaze pilots in Japan had
their funeral services before they
flew, and in a way, that’s the clos-
est that any non-Christian religion
ever comes to the symbol of bap-
tism. Baptism is our funeral serv-
ice. By faith in Christ we die to all

the old person is and his claims as
we rise to the newness of life in
Christ.Having done that, it has no
more hold on us thereafter.

So all this is in Paul’s theology
and it’s a practical theology and it
allows him to live in the midst of
death as the only one who is
aware,not of death,but of life.He
gets on with it and he lives as the

moment requires.“It’s not death,”
says JoeOrton,“it’s life that defeats
the Christian. The church has
always been equipped to deal
with death.” Too many Christians
fit into that all too truly. Let’s let
God be God and,out of expectan-
cy, show an enterprise of faith in
all that we are,and all that we do.

L I F E A P P L I C AT I O N : A FA I TH THAT FUNCT IONS

How do you define faith? Many Christians today would say that faith is simply the act of belief in Jesus —
that process described in Romans 10:9 “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” According to the Bible, however, faith is much,
much more. It is not something we take hold of, stick in our pockets, and then pull out as a curio for discus-
sion from time to time. The Bible tells us, both in direct statements, as well as in the life-examples of people
like us, that true Christian faith is a way of thinking and acting which impacts every area of our lives, every
single day.

Read Philippians 2:12. What does this verse tell us about Christian faith? Is it simply a mental or emotional
process? Note that Paul uses the phrase “work out” and not “work for.” What is the difference?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Paul is not telling the Philippians that they can somehow earn salvation — that would contradict what he
clearly says elsewhere (see Ephesians 2:8-9). Rather, he is telling the Philippians, who are already believers,
that they need to demonstrate the faith which they already have by living out the humble life of Jesus, both in
and out of the church body. True faith, Paul is saying, is exemplified by good works. Now read James 2:20.
How does this verse relate to what Paul says in Philippians?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

A vivid example of “faith in action,” as pointed out by Dr. Guinness, is provided in the 27th chapter of Acts.
Here we find Paul, not in an upper room preaching a sermon on faith, but applying his faith in the midst of a
life-threatening situation: a shipwreck. Although few of us are likely to experience events of the same intensity,
there are three aspects of that situation which apply equally well to us in the application of our own faith on a



daily basis. Take some time now to read through Acts chapter 27, paying careful attention to Paul’s attitude
and behavior.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

FA I T H A N D T H E F O R C E S O F H I S T O R Y

One of the fundamental problems which people are faced with today is the feeling of insignificance. We are
each only one among billions of others. Can anything we do be of lasting consequence or meaning? The
example of Paul tells us that, though we might be feeling weak and small, the exercise of our faith can bring
about results of lasting historical significance. How did Paul begin his voyage to Italy? Was he in a situation
one would normally consider conducive to the exercise of power and authority? Why was Paul able to “take
charge” of the situation, even as a prisoner, and encourage the rest of the crew (see verses 31-36)? Can you
think of a situation in your own life in which you felt powerless? How did you handle that situation? In whom,
or what, did you put your trust?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Hebrews chapter 11, often referred to as the “Faith Hall of Fame,” also cites the examples of several different
men and women who, despite their seeming inability and “normality,” were able to achieve great things of
lasting historical consequence because of their faith. Consider the following people and the things which
were accomplished through them because of their faith — were they in a position of great social and political
power at the time they did those things?

Noah______________________________________________________________________________________

Abraham___________________________________________________________________________________

Sarah_____________________________________________________________________________________

Moses_____________________________________________________________________________________

Gideon____________________________________________________________________________________

What are some ways in which you can exercise your faith to make a lasting impact on the people around
you? Give consideration to the following areas:

Your spouse________________________________________________________________________________

Your children_______________________________________________________________________________

Your job/school_____________________________________________________________________________

Your giving in church_________________________________________________________________________
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Your non-Christian friends or

family______________________________________________________________________________________

FA I T H A N D T H E S O V E R E I G N T Y O F G O D

We often tend to place the men and women in the Bible on “pedestals” of faith, distancing ourselves from
them and their example because, after all, they are in the Bible. The strength of their example, however, lies
not in the fact of their being great saints to whom we can in no way relate, but in their obvious humanity and,
in many cases, their struggle with the same fundamental issues that we deal with in the daily exercise of our
own faith. It is thus that we find Paul struggling with the issue of God’s sovereignty. Read verses 23-24. Now
read verse 31. What is the discrepancy between what Paul says and what the angel says? How do you
explain this discrepancy?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Paul certainly had a correct theological understanding of the sovereignty of God — that is, His completely
unfettered authority and rule over everything that exists. Indeed, one of Paul’s classic statements regarding the
sovereignty of God is to be found in Romans 9:14-24. Take a moment to read this passage and ascertain
the point that Paul is making.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Notwithstanding his correct mental understanding of God, Paul, as is so often the case with us, finds himself
struggling with the issue of God’s sovereignty when in the midst of a trying and seemingly hopeless situation.
God, through His angelic messenger, had promised Paul that all those on the ship with him would be saved.
In the panic of the moment, however, Paul tells the soldiers that, unless they act quickly and keep the sailors
from leaving, all those on the ship will perish. From a human perspective this would certainly seem to have
been the case. Yet do you think God would have been hampered in His ability to save those on the ship
even if the sailors had left? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

In our own Christian walk we tend to believe in those things which appear probable, at the same time avoid-
ing putting too much trust in those things which seem unlikely to happen. If God is truly sovereign, however,
then what happens in this world is based not upon what appears likely, but upon what God has said He will
do. As George Mueller has aptly said, “Faith has nothing to do with probabilities. The province of faith begins
where probabilities cease and sight and sense fail. Appearances are not to be taken into account. The ques-
tion is — whether God has spoken it in His Word.” 1
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__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

In order for us to truly trust that God will do what He has said, we must know what it is that He has said.
Regular reading of the Bible is nourishment which no Christian — whether a new believer or elder in the
church — can do without. Only through knowing what He has said can we, in the midst of our trials, trust
that He will sovereignly bring us through. Consider the interplay between God’s sovereignty and the exercise
of our faith in the following situations:

You find yourself being tempted in the area of your greatest weakness (read 1 Corinthians 10:13).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

You fell into sin, are genuinely sorry, yet feel as if God is disappointed with you and has rejected you (read
Romans 11:29; 2 Timothy 2:13).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

You find yourself struggling to make ends meet and provide even the basic needs of your family (read Luke
12:27-31).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

You find yourself in a situation, either at work or at home (or perhaps even both), from which you can see no
good thing resulting (read Romans 8:28).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

FA I T H A N D T H E I N E V I TA B I L I T Y O F D E AT H

Despite Paul’s temporary struggle with the issue of God’s sovereignty, the manner in which he handles him-
self during the entire life-threatening situation is quite different from that of the other people on the ship. How
would you describe the difference?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

As Dr. Guinness points out, whereas everyone else is preoccupied with the threat of impending death, Paul is
concerned with getting on with life. To the Roman soldiers and pagans on the ship, death was undoubtedly
seen as a mystery — something unknown and feared. To Paul, however, death was seen as necessary and
welcome precursor to a more permanent existence and more intimate relationship with God. Read
Philippians 1:21-24. What is Paul’s preference, life or death? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Although Paul earnestly desired to move on to the next phase of his eternal life with God, he yet recognized a
responsibility to “remain in the flesh.” Why? Read 1 Corinthians 15:54-57. What is the “sting” of death? How
is that “sting” removed? Paul understood that the only way for people to enjoy the eternal life of joy and com-
munion with God that he looked forward to, was to believe in the sacrifice of Jesus on their behalf. It is for this
very purpose, therefore — that is, to tell people about Jesus and what He had done for them — that Paul felt
the responsibility to “remain in the flesh.” What is it that compels you to “remain in the flesh”? Are those things
perishable or of eternal value? If you were given the choice today of going to be with the Lord or remaining on
earth, which would you choose? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Paul’s confidence and boldness in the midst of the storm came from a faith in action. He knew that a glorious
future with God awaited him and nothing would keep him from eventually achieving it. His faith in God’s prom-
ise, as revealed through His word, gave Paul the confidence to act boldly in the service of God when man’s
natural instinct would have been to cower and think of one’s self. In light of God’s promises concerning the
future of those who believe in Christ, how are we to act (or react) in the following situations?

The death of a Christian friend or relative.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Personal sickness and terminal illness.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Persecution for proclaiming the Gospel (or simply claiming to be a Christian).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The possibility of nuclear war.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

1Quoted by M.J. Stanford, The Green Letters: Principles of Spiritual Growth (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1975), 10.
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Many years ago, King
George VI addressed the
Commonwealth— on NewYear’s
Eve, at the turn of a moment in
history. While the whole world
was standing on the brink of
uncertainty, despondency was in
the air and people did not know
to whom to turn. And as he
closed his New Year’s Eve mes-
sage, unknown to him, his body
itself was being wracked by can-
cer, and before that year was
over, his life was going to be lost.

With all of the uncertainty of
the world and the unknowing of
his own physical maladies, he
uttered these memorable words,
“I said to the man at the gate of
the year, ‘Give me a light that I
might walk safely into the
unknown.’ And he said to me, ‘Go
out into the darkness and put
your hand into the Hand of God
and it shall be to you, safer than
the life and better than the
known.’” As we concentrate on
the theme of The Christian and
Society, let us ever-remember as
we go through the litany of woes
and horrors and emasculations of
morals, it would be very easy to
get despondent.

There have been many
moments in history where peo-
ple have had to walk out into the
darkness and put their hand into
the hand of God, knowing it
would be better than the light
and safer than the known.There
is a well-known Chinese proverb
that says, “If you want to know
what water is, don’t ask the fish.”

The reason is because that is
the sum and substance of the
world in which the fish is
immersed. It does not ponder
long enough to reflect on its own
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environment until suddenly it is
thrust out onto dry land and is
struggling for its life.Then it real-
izes what water really was and
what it provided for its suste-
nance.You and I are like that.

As the ideas were being gen-
erated over the last 30 years,we
were in a sense, immersed in
that environment, and failed to
take the ramifications seriously.
Now all of a sudden we are
t h r u s t
into this
humanis-
tic world-
view that
we now
live in
and we
wond e r
where it all went and how it real-
ly happened. Daniel
Yankelovich, the social watch-
dog, defines culture in these
terms. “Culture is an effort to
provide a coherent set of
answers to the existential situa-
tions that confront all human
beings in the passage of their
lives.”

Then he says,“A genuine cul-
tural revolution, then, is one that
makes a decisive break with the
shared meanings of the past,par-
ticularly those which relate to
the deepest questions of the pur-
pose and the nature of human
life.” So culture is to provide a
coherent set of answers, and a
cultural revolution takes place
when you’re breaking away radi-
cally from some common shared
meanings in the past, then the
deepest questions of life remain
unanswered.

I don’t always agree with
Paul Thilick’s theology, but one
of the things he said was very
true. “Religion is the essence of
culture and culture is the dress
of religion. Now, ask yourself

what is the religion of America?
Is it possibly the willingness to
die for a higher standard of liv-
ing? If religion is the essence of

culture and culture is the dress
of religion and the cultural revo-
lution is underway, then you and
I find ourselves now at this
moment in history having to
respond and deal with it.
Something happened inAmerica
in the 1960s and the cultural rev-
olution was underway and all of
a sudden we find ourselves the
hapless possessors of a culture
that has come unhinged from its
creators’moorings.

The foundations are being
destroyed and there are three
things that I see as the context in
which I want to address it.
Number one:It is real.The cultur-
al revolution is real.The antago-
nism against things spiritual is
real.William Bennett, in his book
The De-Valuing of America,
talks of the time in 1985 when
he had just become Secretary of
Education.The news media was
aware of his religious commit-
ment, and Mike Wallace had his
crew from CBS and 60 Minutes
following him around for several
weeks, indeed for a few months.
They said they wanted to do a

profile on him. He said what
they really didn’t tell me was
that they were giving me a long
rope by which to commit politi-
cal suicide.

At the end of all of that tour-
ing, followed by cameras and a
battery of microphones, Mike
Wallace broughtWilliam Bennett
into his office and for one and a
half hours interacted with him,
very casually, and, he says, sud-

d e n l y
dangled
t h e
noose in
front of
me and
he said,
“ M r .
Bennett, I

have this question for you. Do
you believe every young person
growing up in America has the
right to go to a public school and
graduate out of that public
school without necessarily
believing in Jesus Christ as their
Lord and Saviour?”

Bennett says, “Absolutely,
Mike, of course they have that
right.” He said, “My concern is
they are graduating from high
school without believing things
they ought to be believing.”
“MikeWallace,”says Bennett,“lift-
ed his papers, threw it in the
direction of the producer and
said, ‘We don’t have a story
here.’” Bennett was too smart a
man to reply glibly to such a
question. So, it’s real.

Secondly, it’s proximate. I
recall the day my daughter came
home from her school inAtlanta,
just half a mile away from where
we live and she said her class-
mate that afternoon before
school was over was walking in
the corridor and one of his
friends asked him where the
Bible Study was to be held that
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you begin to see serious effects …The foundations

of our culture are not providing coherent
sets of answers anymore.



evening.And he took out a piece
of paper and handed the time
and the place of where the Bible
Study was to be held. He was
instantly suspended for propa-
gating religion in his high
school.That is the case that went
to the Supreme Court and was
only decided a few months ago.
It was so close, it was terrifying.
So this cultural revolution is real.

Thirdly, it is intense. It is
going for the jugular by affecting
every institution in the land. A
few weeks ago I was doing a lec-
ture at Ohio State University
and, as I was being driven to the
lecture auditorium, I was driven
past the Wexner Art Center.
Brand new. The Wexner Art
Center and the man driving me
said this to me, he said,“This is a
brand new art building here for
Ohio State University. It is a most
fascinating building.”He says is it
designed in the post-modernist
view of reality.

Here’s what it is. The build-
ing doesn’t make sense.There is
no pattern to it. There are stair-
cases that don’t go anywhere.
There are pillars that don’t join
any surfaces. It is a random,
mindless design, and the archi-
tect said he designed theWexner
Art Center to reflect what life
was about. It didn’t go any-
where, it was mindless, it was
senseless. I turned to the man
describing it to me and said,“Did
they do the same thing with the
foundation?”

See, you can’t do that with a
foundation. You can get away
with that in the infrastructure —
you can get away with all these
random thoughts that sound so
good in defense of a world view
that ultimately doesn’t make
sense,but once you start tamper-
ing with the foundations, you
begin to see the serious effects

of all of that and what I suggest
to you, is that the foundations
are in jeopardy.

The foundations of our cul-
ture are not providing coherent
sets of answers anymore. I want
to present to you the four
dimensions with which God had
created us foundationally. Ideas
that were needed and indispen-
sable to survival and Godliness,
and I leave you to decide and
check out these foundations that
are now in jeopardy at the tail
end of the 20th century — par-
ticularly in theWestern world.

The first is what I call the
dimension of eternity.The Bible
tells us, particularly through the
words of Solomon in the Book of
Ecclesiastes, that God has put
eternity into the heart of man.
That sense of the eternal is
unshakable.I think of going back
to the fellow great watershed
philosopher of the
Enlightenment, Immanuel Kant.
He is the one who ended up
going great damage to the ration-
al dependability of the Christian
faith.

But even Immanuel Kant
was well-intentioned and he said
this,“I have learned to limit my
reason in order to make room
for my faith.”I don’t think by that
he meant credulity, but suddenly
something that transcended
mere reason. Kant went on to
say, “There are two things that
forever hold me in awe: the star-
ry hosts above and the moral law
within.”

Many centuries later we
come in to the middle of the
1960s, when the revolution is
beginning culturally. And I think
back on Christmas Day, 1968,
when these three astronauts
were on Apollo 8 going around
the dark side of the moon and,as
they were propelling their rock-

ets, about to make their home-
bound journey towards the
earth, all of a sudden, they were
vouchsafed a vision not given to
any other human eyes before.
They saw the earth rise over the
horizon of the moon,draped in a
beauteous blue and white, gar-
landed by the glistening light of
the sun,against the black void of
space.

The only thing that could
capture the awe-inspiring thrill
of the moment in this magnifi-
cent sensation, as billions heard,
came the voice from outer space
as the astronaut read it, “In the
beginning,God…”

It was the only concept
worthy enough of describing
that unspeakable awe.
Unutterable in any other way.
But what is it that the infinite
and the eternal really do?What is
it that they end up explaining for
you and for me? I want you to
bear with me as I try to unfold
an argument here which may
seem a little ponderous, but it is
done brilliantly and lucidly by
C.S. Lewis as he takes us one
step at a time to explain to us
what the eternal really signifies,
albeit in this temporal experi-
ence of ours.

He talks about the time
when, as a young boy, he was
standing in front of a flowering
bush when suddenly he was
thrown back to a memory. It was
a marvelous memory that over-
whelmed him almost as if rays of
light would cover his body. He
said, “Suddenly it flashed into
me, and as I thought of it, it was
an extraordinary feeling. But just
as I reached out to grab a hold of
that feeling, it was gone. All I
recall of that feeling was that it
was a longing and all I was left
with now was a longing for that
longing.”
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Listen to how he describes
it, “There suddenly rose in me,
without warning, as if from a
depth not of years but of cen-
turies, the memory of that early
morning at the old house when
my brother had brought his toy
garden into the nursery. It is dif-
ficult to find words strong
enough for the sensation which
came over me. Milton’s enor-
mous bliss of Eden comes some-
where near it. It was a sensation,
of course,of desire but desire for
what? Not, certainly, for a biscuit
tin filled with moss. Not even
though it came into it from my
own past, but before I knew
what I desired, that desire itself
was gone.Then the world turned
commonplace again. It had only
taken a moment of time and in a
certain sense everything else
that happened to me was
insignificant in comparison.”

But he goes on to say what it
means. He said, “You’ve experi-

enced something like that. You
sit down in your room all alone
one evening and you turn a
piece of music on and suddenly
you find the tears running down
your face. It takes you back to a
memory and just as you’re begin-
ning to latch onto that memory,
it’s gone.”

I had it just a few days ago in
my home in Delhi. As I walked
into the home that I had left 27
years ago and walked into the
room where I used to sleep for
all those years in my early teens
— all of a sudden that flash, that
flash of a memory.

You’ve had it. Sometimes it’s
in a book. Sometimes in the

strains of music. Lewis tries to
answer it. Listen,“The books and
the music in which we thought
the beauty was located will
betray us if we trust to them.It is
not in them. It only comes
through them.And what comes
through them is a longing.These
things, the beauty, the memory
of our own past are good images
of what we really desire but, if
they are mistaken for the thing
itself, they turn into dumb idols
breaking the hearts of their wor-
shippers for they are not the
thing itself. They are only the
scent of a flower we have not
found. The echo of a tune we
have not heard. News from a
country we have not visited.”

What he’s really trying to say
is,there’s a burst of eternity com-
ing in. It comes in the form of a
longing for heaven is the heart’s
deepest longing. The Apostle
Paul is lifted into the third heav-
ens. He comes back and says,

“Let me tell you about it,” and
then says,“Forget it.Whether in
the body or out of the body, I
cannot tell.” It is the same Paul
who says,“Eye has not seen, ear
has not heard, neither has
entered into the heart of man
the things which God hath pre-
pared for them that love Him.”

That inexhaustibility of the
eternal concept. It is the same
idea that the Apostle John has
when he’s shown the new heav-
ens and the new earth, he falls
prostrate before God in wor-
ship. It is the same intonation
that Peter gets to a lesser degree
at the Mount of Transfiguration
when his Lord is enveloped in a

glistening, brilliant whiteness. A
whiteness for which there was
no analogy and all of a sudden,in
typical fashion, unable to say
anything else, in the most oxy-
moronic of all propositions, he
says,“Let’s put up a tent here so
that we can enjoy this grand
splendor forever.”

Eternity, when it invades
into your consciousness. Now
listen to a secular thinker as she
agrees with what I’ve just been
saying to you. I’m referring to
Peggy Noonan,one of the bright-
est journalistic minds around.
She says this in an article enti-
tled, You’d Cry Too, If It
Happened to You. It came in
Forbes Magazine, September 14,
1992,when 11 men and women
around the world,many of them
Nobel laureates,were asked by
Forbes,“Why are we as a people
so unhappy?”

And they all agreed that we
were unhappy because we’d lost

our moral and spiritual center.
Listen to what Peggy Noonan
says, “Auden called his era the
age of anxiety. I think what was
at the heart of the dread in those
days just a few years into mod-
ern times was that we could tell
that we were beginning to lose
God. Banishing Him from the
scene and from our own con-
sciousness. Losing the assump-
tion that He was part of the daily
drama or its Maker. It is a terrible
thing when people lose God.
Life is difficult and people are
afraid. To be without God is to
lose man’s greatest source of
consolation and coherence.
There is a phrase I once heard or
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made up that I think of when I
think about what people with
deep faith must get from God: It
is the love that assuages all. I
don’t think it is unconnected to
the Boomers’ predicament that
as a country we were losing God
just as they were being born.”
And she says, “The loss of the
eternal has ended up in the
emptiness of the temporal.”
Number one, the dimension of
eternity. When eternity is lost,
you redefine existence.

The second is the dimension
of morality. The Hebrews
believed in it as they anchored it
in God.The Greeks believed in it
as they anchored it in the ideal.
Every major religious system in
the world believes in a moral
code. Arnold Toynbee has said,
“OurWestern civilization now is
the first one in 21 civilizations
that is attempting to go by
assuming there is no moral law.”
And something has happened.
Let me read Peggy Noonan again
and tie this thought together for
you. This is brilliantly worded. I
have heard nobody say it as well
as she says it.“We have all had a
moment when all of a sudden
we looked around and thought
the world is changing. I am see-
ing a change.

“This for me was the
moment when the newAmerica
began. I was at a graduation cer-
emony,” says Noonan,“at a public
high school in New Jersey. It was
1971 or 1972. One by one the
stream of black-robed students
walked across the stage and
received their diplomas, and a
pretty young girl, big under her
graduation gown, walked up to
receive hers. The auditorium
stood and applauded. I looked at
my sister and said,‘She’s going to
have a baby.’ The girl was eight
months pregnant and had the

courage to go through with her
pregnancy and take her finals
and finish school despite soci-
ety’s disapproval.

“But society wasn’t disap-
proving. It was applauding.
Applause is a right and generous
response for a young girl with
grit and heart, and yet in the
sound of that applause I heard a
wall falling — wall of sanctions
that said,‘We as a society do not
approve of teenaged, unwed
motherhood because it is not
good for the child, not good for
the mother and not good for us.’

“The old America had a deli-
cate sense of the difference
between the general, ‘We disap-
prove,’ and the particular, ‘Let’s
go and help her.’”

I remember when my wife
gave me the assignment of
teaching my little boy, Nathan,
the facts of life last year at the
age of 11. I dodged it for a long
time. I’d say I was tired, I was
unwell. I’ve never had so many
prayer times just to get away
from that. Finally, she said,“Look
I’ve done it with the girls. Ravi,
it’s your turn.” I said, “Summer
vacation. When it comes, then
there’ll be time.” Summer vaca-
tion came and went. It was the
last night. She said, “When are
you going to do it?” I had no
escape. She cornered me, so I
said,“Nathan.”As soon as I said it,
he knew what was coming and
he took off.

He ran and we couldn’t find
him. I needed the help of our
dog to track him down. And
when I finally found him,he was
sitting there, alone and crying.
He was seriously troubled. I put
my arms around him. I said,
“What’s the matter, son? He said,
“Nothing, Dad, nothing. I just
don’t want you to do it. I just
don’t want you to talk to me

about it.”
Finally I said, “Can you tell

me why? Have you heard any-
thing about these things of what
we are made like physically?The
relationship between men and
women,physically, how God has
fashioned us and so on? Have
you heard anything from your
friends about these things?” He
nodded his head and he said,
“Yes.”Finally what came out was
this: All that he’d heard was so
crass and so vulgar and so unde-
sirable, he did not want to see
his father lose his dignity in talk-
ing about such things.

Finally,we talked and shared
about the wonder of the repro-
ductive system, the grandeur of
consummation within the
sacredness of marital covenant
that only God in His marvelous
wisdom could give to us as mor-
tals. To think of all that God has
given to us in the intimacy of
this as we explained it, it began
to...the clouds began to roll
away…

With the loss of a sense of
eternity, existence was rede-
fined. With a loss of a sense of
morality, essence was redefined.

Thirdly, was the jettisoning
of accountability.So we lost eter-
nity, we lost morality, we lost
accountability. Let me just read
this to you and move to my final
thought. Hobart Mower was an
atheistic psychologist who
taught at Yale for four years,
taught at Harvard for eight years,
was,once upon a time,president
of the American Psychological
Association, but ended up com-
mitting suicide, himself. He
wrote this article in 1960 in
American Psychologist entitled,
“Sin, the Lesser of Two Evils.”

Listen to what he says,“For
several decades,” listen, he’s an
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atheist. “For several decades we
psychologists have looked upon
the whole matter of sin and
moral accountability as a great
incubus and acclaimed our liber-
ation from it as epoch-making.
But at length we have discov-
ered that to be free in this sense.

“That is, to have the excuse
of being sick rather than being
simple, is to also court the dan-
ger of becoming lost.This danger
is, I believe betokened by the
wide-spread interest in existen-
tialism which we are presently
witnessing. In becoming amoral,
ethically neutral and free, we

have cut the very roots of our
being — lost our deepest sense
of selfhood and identity, and,
with neurotics, find ourselves
asking, Who am I? What is my
deepest destiny? What does liv-
ing mean?”And he ends his arti-
cle with these words quoting
Anna Russell in her psychiatric
folk song.“At three I had a feeling
of ambivalence towards my
brothers, and so it follows natu-
rally, I poisoned all my lovers.
But now I’m happy. I have
learned the lesson this has
taught,that everything I do that’s
wrong is someone else’s fault.”

Speaking to the religious
broadcasters earlier this week in
Washington, I heard a comment
by a philosopher of jurispru-
dence. He said, “Ours is an age
where ethics has become obso-
lete. It is superceded by science,
deleted by psychology, dis-
missed by philosophy. It is
drowned in compassion. It evap-
orates into ascetics and retreats
before relativism. The usual

moral distinctions between
good and bad are simply
drowned in a maudlin emotion
in which we feel more sympathy
for the murderer than for the
murdered. We have actually
begun to believe the real guilty
party, the one who somehow
caused it all is the victim and not
the perpetrator of the crime.”

Watch the law court deci-
sions of just the last month in
our land. Nobody is to blame
anymore.We have jettisoned the
principle of accountability and,
in the process, eradicated con-
science. By losing eternity,we’ve

redefined this existence. By los-
ing morality, we’ve destroyed
essence. By losing accountabili-
ty, we’ve eradicated conscience.
And lastly is the dimension of
charity.And by losing the dimen-
sion of charity, we have lost the
idea of beneficence. So exis-
tence, essence, conscience and
beneficence are leaving our cul-
ture as eternity, morality,
accountability and charity have
been in jeopardy as foundations.

I think the last days of this
century will be best symbolized
by the fires burning in Los
Angeles. And the videotape of
whatever happened there.
Watching one man pummeled
by somebody else and watching
an innocent man pulled out of
his truck and pummeled by a
group of whole other radicals
evidently to avenge the wrong of
the first one. And we see the
flames of anger rising. We’ve
redefined existence.We have jet-
tisoned essence.We are destroy-
ing our conscience and we are

losing beneficence. Something
radically is wrong systemically
and the foundations are in jeop-
ardy. Outwardly the stairs may
be going nowhere, the pillars
may be joining nothing.You can
accept that and laugh at it, and I
can laugh at it,but what happens
when the foundations are
designed that way?

Into such a time as this,God
has called you and me. Professor
Wilford McLay of Tulane
University attended the funeral
of a young woman who was a
friend of his, and at the end of
the funeral, this professor wrote

these words,“Where the rest of
us had been stunned into reflec-
tive silence, awed and chastened
by this reminder of the slender
thread by which our lives hang,
the minister had other things in
mind. He did not try to comfort
the family and friends,nor did he
challenge us to remember the
hard words of the Lord’s Prayer:
Thy will be done. Instead he
smoothly launched into a well-
oiled tirade against the mis-
placed priorities of a society in
which billions of dollars were
being poured into Star Wars
research while young women
such as this one were being
allowed to die on the operating
table. That was all this minister
had to say. His eulogy was, in
effect, a pitch for less federal
spending on defense and more
spending on the development of
medical technology. The only
thing omitted was an injunction
that we write our congressmen
or Ralph Nadar about this out-
rage.
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“I could hardly believe my
ears. Leave aside the eulogy’s
unspeakable vulgarity and it’s
unintentional cruelty to the
woman’s family. I’m willing to
concede for the sake of argu-
ment that the minister may have
been right in everything he said.
All of these considerations are
beside the point but nothing can
alter the fact that he failed us.He
failed her and failed his calling
by squandering a precious
moment for the sake of a sec-
ond-rate stump speech and by
forcing us to hold our sorrow
back in the privacy of our hearts
at the very moment it needed
common expression. That
moment can never be recov-
ered. Nothing that religion does
is more important than equip-
ping us to endure life’s passages
by helping us find meaning in
pain or loss.

With meaning, many things
are bearable but our eulogist did
not know how to give it to us.All
he had to offer were his political
desideratum. For my own part, I
left the funeral more shaken and
unsteady than before. Part of my
distress rose from the frustration
that my deepest thoughts and
the thoughts of others around
me, as I later discovered were
completely in accord in this cer-
emony and in these words. But

another part of my distress must
have stemmed from a dark fore-
boding that I was witnessing
another kind of malpractice and
another kind of death.

Two years ago when I spoke
here there was a woman in the
audience I knew nothing about.
A few weeks ago I was in her
home city along with my team-
mate and my wife. She asked if
we would come and see her
because she was dying. She was
dying of AIDS. She had come to
Legoneere two years ago. I’ve
never told RC this story. She’d
come to Legoneere two years
ago, knowing she was dying of
AIDS, with a hunger for some-
thing more than she’d found in
life, and she had found Christ
and came here for the deeper
teaching and enrichment.

When my colleague, Gavin,
my wife, Margie, and I walked
into her apartment, she was
absolutely surprised. I’ll never,
never forget her expression.
Wriggled up with her mum and
dad next to her and a friend —
looking like a bag of bones.
Pathetic sight. Her eyes rolled
and she just muttered words of
inexpressible gratitude that we
were there. I stood by her sofa
and we talked and she asked me
if I would pray for her, and then
I bent down and gave her a hug.

As I was leaving, she muttered
words of thanks. Unknown to
me four days later she was going
to be dead. But as I turned
around to say goodbye and
walked away, on her table next
to her sofa I saw a Bible and I
saw R.C. Scroll’s book, The
Hunger for Significance. She
had it face down at a page where
she was reading. The greatest
tribute to anybody’s teaching is
when somebody, through the
passages of their painful
moment in life, can find a word
from God in the writings of the
minister of the Gospel.

In her loneliest moment,her
greatest hunger was filled
because that’s what our faith in
Christ can do. It can take people
in enduring life’s unavoidable
passages and, in that book, she
was taught about the dimension
of eternity — about the dimen-
sion of morality — about the
dimension of accountability and
about the dimension of charity.
So she knew her essence, her
existence and conscience and
beneficence and now she is with
her Lord. I say to you at such a
time in history,it is your moment
and mine. Let us put our hand
into the hand of God as we walk
into the darkness, for it is better
than the light and safer than the
known.
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L I F E A P P L I C AT I O N : IF THE FOUNDATION BE DESTROYED

On what is our life built ? What values or beliefs inform our major life choices and the myriad of small
decisions we make each day? How do we find meaning in the suffering of life? What transforming
truth could we bring to a woman dying of AIDS? These are questions that cause us to consider the
foundations of our culture and of our life. As Ravi Zacharias said, the foundations of our culture are
being destroyed. Specifically, four dimensions indispensable to survival and godliness with which God
created us are in jeopardy: the dimensions of eternity, morality, accountability and charity.

Read Luke 7:24-27. At the close of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gives a parable or word picture.



The wise man and the foolish man have much in common: they both need to build a house, they both
have a choice as to how and where this will be done, they both have access to building materials,
and they both will encounter the storms of suffering in life and finally in death. What distinguishes
these two men? Both hear the words of Jesus, but one acts on them and the other does not. The
house of the wise man who acts on Jesus’ words stands. The house of the foolish man falls. The
foolish man hears the words of Jesus but does not act on them.

Read also Psalm 127:1,2, a Psalm written by Solomon, the King of Israel to whom God gave wisdom.
This text reflects our building choice from a slightly different angle. On one level we make choices in
our life that build our houses. On another, if we choose to act on the words of Jesus, we are choos-
ing for God to build our house. We are embracing the foundations He provides that will stand the test
of any storm.

The God-given aspects of foundation are being attacked by our culture and are increasingly distant to
the individual which results in lives that look like post-modern houses with stairs leading nowhere. The
assumptions of post-modernism barrage us in conversations, literature, and television. New Testament
scholar Dr. D.A. Carson describes post-modernism as the outlook spawned by philosophical plural-
ism, which states that “any notion that a particular ideological or religious claim is intrinsically superior
to another is necessarily wrong. No religion has the right to pronounce itself true, and the others false,
or even (in the majority view) relatively inferior.”1 How many times have you heard “if your religion works
for you, that’s great; its just not for me?” Underlying this statement is the pluralistic idea that there is no
absolute truth, nothing that would work for everyone, no reality that could give meaning to every per-
son’s life. Viktor E. Frankl, author-psychiatrist and holocaust survivor, gives an interesting response to
the best seller status of his book Man’s Search For Meaning. He says “if hundreds of thousands of
people reach out for a book whose very title promises to deal with the question of a meaning in life, it
must be a question that burns under their fingernails.” Many people in our culture have lost a sense of
meaning for their lives, and so most search for it.

The Bible describes human meaning as being rooted in relationship to God. From the time of Adam to
the revelation given to John, God revealed himself in very particular ways and provided a way for us to
know Him. The foundations he gave that are essential to our well being are being attacked in our post
modern world. It is essential for us to consider and appropriate a Biblical understanding of the founda-
tions provided for us by the God who made us, specifically in the areas of eternity, morality, accounta-
bility and charity.

ETERNITY
When we adopt a Biblical view of eternity it will lead to the redefinition of our existence and to the fulfill-
ment of the longing in our hearts. Having an eternal perspective will give us hope and purpose in our
lives. The Bible teaches that God is eternal.

Read Psalm 90:2 and Job 36:26. What do these state about God in comparison to His creation?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Theologian Dr. Wayne Grudem defines God’s eternity as follows: “God has no beginning, end or suc-
cession of moments in his own being, and he sees all time equally vividly, yet God sees events in time
and acts in time.”

Not only is God eternal but He has “put eternity into the heart of man” (Ecclesiastes 3:11). This is not
to say that man is eternal in the same way that God is eternal. In fact eternal life is described by Jesus
in this way, “And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent” (John 17:3). Our eternal life is contingent on knowing God. Our souls thirst for
the living God as the deer pants for water (Psalm 42:1). This is true within our lives on earth as well as
in the “eternity” of life after death. If the water of our life is God, if we were made to know him, imagine
the state of those around us and of our culture in general which has rejected God, or like the fool “has
said in his heart that there is no God” (Psalm 53). What can distract people from knowing God, or
what mirages are there in life that promise nourishment but dissipate when we seek them?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

How can we begin and continue to know God and so experience eternal life? Consider Matthew
13:45-46.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Now read Genesis 1:26-27; James 3:9-10; Romans 8:29 and Colossians 3:10. What do we learn
from these passages which focus our attention to humankind being made in the image of the eternal
God? How should this affect how we live in the temporal?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Now read Hebrews 4:15; John 15:13 and Matthew 26:39. Who is the complete revelation of God’s
image and should this be the pattern of our lives?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

MORALITY
A second God-given foundation attacked by our culture is morality. As Dr. D.A. Carson states, “in the
moral realm, there is very little consensus left in Western countries over the proper basis of moral
behavior. And because of the power of the media, for millions of men and women the only venue
where moral questions are discussed and weighed is the talk show, where more often than not the
primary aim is to entertain, even shock, not to think.”2 Without belief in God, on what basis can we call
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an action right or wrong? If it is accepted that each man does what is right in his own eyes, and so
becomes a law unto himself what safeguards exist against lawlessness?

Biblical morality, firmly grounded in the existence, character and working of God with humankind,
provides laws for evaluating human behavior. Fundamental to this is the Biblical idea of God’s right-
eousness and the original and ongoing sin of humankind. The morals or standards set by God are
given succinctly in the ten commandments of Exodus 20:1-18. List the Ten Commandments, and if
you haven’t already, work on memorizing them.
Old Testament scholar Dr. Richard E. Averbeck notes that part of the essence of the New Covenant in

Christ is the “unity of the Old Testament law on the heart,” so that we live it from the heart, affecting
our attitude and action.3 In Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus says that the whole law and the prophets
depend on the two commandments “to love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul and with all your mind and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” These also provide the moral
basis for evaluating specific modern moral questions such as the morality of abortion. Think of ways
these two commandments could practically be followed in your life. How could we love God with all of
our being? What would it look like to love our family, friends and neighbors as ourselves?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Do we obey these commandments perfectly and consistently? Clearly we all sin and fall short of the
glory of God.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

ACCOUNTABILITY
Guilt is often transferred in our culture to parents, society, social conditions and mental illness. Read
Romans 1:18-32. The existence of God and His attributes are clear to us in creation so we are with-
out excuse for sin. What is the progression of sin in this passage?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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1. _______________________________________

2. _______________________________________

3. _______________________________________

4. _______________________________________

5. _______________________________________

6. ______________________________________

7. _______________________________________

8. _______________________________________

9. _______________________________________

10. ______________________________________



_____________________________________________________________________________________

Romans 2:2 states that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice these things. Read
Genesis 3:8-19. What was God’s response to Adam and Eve when he heard their excuses for the
first sin?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Clearly the Biblical perspective is that people are responsible and are accountable to God for their
sins. Further, people are to make restitution for sins committed against other people (see Exodus
22:1-6 and Luke 19:1-10).

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

CHARITY
So far it is clear that the Bible teaches that humankind is made for fellowship with the eternal God, that
this God is righteous and applies a righteous moral standard to humankind, and that we are account-
able if we do not keep this righteous standard. The fourth foundational idea comes as good news to
us. It is the foundational idea of charity or love. God loves us. Greater love has no man than this, that
a man lay down his life for his friends. The Eternal God sent His Son, Jesus (His Hebrew name
Yeshua means “the Lord saves”) in order to give his life for us who were enemies of God because he
“so loved the world.” We could never attain to the righteous standard of perfect obedience to the Law,
but Jesus lived this standard perfectly and gave this life and righteousness to us while taking the pun-
ishment for our disobedience.” Paul clarifies in his letter to the Romans in stating that “the wages of sin
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). We cannot
earn the gift, we can only take it and trust God for our security. We no longer need to bear the heavy
burden of striving to love God and neighbor. We now bear the yoke of Christ (Matthew 11:28-30) and
through His Spirit we are able with power to forgive one another as we have been forgiven, and

to love the Lord our God and each other.

Read John 15:9-14. What commandment does Jesus give to his followers?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

As we abide in him we are also to love as he loved in this world. Read 1 John 4:19, 1 Peter 1:8,22

and Matthew 5:43-48. How do we learn to love God and each other? Who are we to love?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________

Read 1 Corinthians 13 and list the attributes of Biblical love. Apply these where they are lacking in
your relationship to friends or enemies.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

One cold and icy dawn, Viktor Frankl was walking to work in a German concentration camp during
World War II. In the midst of this the thought of his wife came to him. He says this: “A thought trans-
fixed me: for the first time in my life I saw the truth as it is set into song by so many poets, proclaimed
as the final wisdom by so many thinkers. The truth — that love is the ultimate and the highest goal to
which man can aspire. Then I grasped the meaning of the greatest secret that human poetry and
human thought and belief have to impart: The salvation of man is through love and in love. I under-
stood how a man who has nothing left in this world still may know bliss, be it only for a brief moment,
in contemplation of his beloved. In a position of utter desolation, when man cannot express himself in
positive action, when his only achievement may consist in enduring his sufferings in the right way —
an honorable way — in such a position man can, through loving contemplation of the image he carries
of his beloved, achieve fulfillment. For the first time in my life I was able to understand the meaning of
the words, “The angels are lost in perpetual contemplation of an infinite glory.”4

We are made to know and love the Eternal God. God has moral standards; we break them and are
accountable, yet God loves us and gave Jesus to take our punishment. With these elements of the
God given foundation, even in the midst of suffering in life and death the house built by God on the
rock will stand. Let us never forget the foundation of our faith and may we strive to know Him who
gave us hope, joy, rest, peace, purpose, and eternal life with Him.

1 The Gagging of God; Christianity Confronts Pluralism (Zondervan Publishing, 1996) page 19
2 The Gagging of God; Christianity Confronts Pluralism (Zondervan Publishing 1996) page 24
3 Quoted by Dr. Richard E. Averbeck, Professor at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Deerfield, IL.

4 Man’s Search For Meaning by Viktor Frankl (Touchstone Books, Simon & Schuster, 1984) pages 48-49
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I F T H E F O U N D AT I O N B E D E S T R O Y E D

Luke 7:24-27

Psalm 127:1,2

Psalm 90:2

Job 36:26

Ecclesiastes 3:11

John 17:3

Psalm 42:1

Psalm 53

Matthew 13:45-46

Genesis 1:26-27

James 3:9-10

Romans 8:29

Colossians 3:10

Hebrews 4:15

John 15:13

Matthew 26:39

Exodus 20:1-18

Matthew 22:37-40

Romans 1:18-32

Romans 2:2

Genesis 3:8-19

Exodus 22:1-6

Luke 19:1-10

Romans 6:23

Matthew 11:28-30

John 15:9-14

1 John 4:19

1 Peter 1:8,22

Matthew 5:43-48

1 Corinthians 13
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Charles Hutton Spurgeon,
the great British preacher, on one
occasion said that preaching is
like throwing a bucket of water at
a row of bottles: some of the
water goes in some of the bottles.
But by talking to people personal-
ly, you have the opportunity of
topping off every one of the bot-
tles and making sure none of the
water spills.
If I had the chance to go back

over the forty-two years that I’ve
been preaching, I’d really like to be
able to sit downwith all the people
to whom I’ve ever preached and
ask them, “Do you really feel that
Christ is your Saviour and your
Lord?”
Well, clearly I can’t do that, but

I felt that I wanted to talk to you in
such a way that, if at all possible, I
could explain in the simplest possi-
ble terms why Christ died for you.
The significance of it, the impor-
tance of it and what it should mean
to you.
The Bible explains carefully

that the human condition is very
serious indeed. I’m aware that we
can live our lives reasonably happi-
ly. We can get things reasonably
well-organized. We can get our-
selves into relatively comfortable
situations and not really feel that
life is all that serious or the human
condition, before God, is all that
drastic.
Yet if we are to take what the

Scriptures say seriously, we really
have to come to terms with the
fact that the human predicament is
extreme.
What we are is fundamentally

at odds with God. That’s the root
problem.The technical term for it
is“total depravity.”Now that’s not a
term you use in polite company.
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STUART BRISCOE

Stuart Briscoe was born in Millom,
Cumbria England in 1930, graduated
from high school at the age of 17 and
promptly embarked on a career in
banking. He studied law, economics and
accounting in his spare time and even-
tually became personal assistant to the

Chief Inspector of the bank. At the age of 17 he was vol-
unteered to preach and for 12 years his preaching and
banking careers kept him fully occupied.

During the Korean War he was drafted into The Royal
Marines, volunteered for the Commandos, but spent most
of his time playing Rugby.

In 1970, Elmbrook Church in Brookfield, Wisconsin,
U.S.A. asked Stuart to become pastor. The church has
since grown to a weekly attendance in excess of 6,000 and
has planted five sister churches. Elmbrook’s TV show, “In
Reality” is viewed by over 25,000 people in Wisconsin,
and “Telling The Truth”, a daily radio broadcast is heard
in many parts of the world, while his extensive video and
audio tapes and more than 25 books extend his ministry.

Various schools have honored him with honorary doctor-
ates, and God has blessed him and Jill with nine grand-
children at the last count.

He has preached in more than 100 countries and is invit-
ed to minister to pastors, missionaries and church lay-
leaders on all continents.

In his spare time he likes to read and run — not at the
same time — and play dreadful golf.

Why Christ Had to Die



But it’s a term that theologians
use.It’s not a biblical term but it’s
an accurate one, provided we
understand it correctly.
Doctor Jim Packer has put it

this way, “Total depravity means
not that at every point man is as
bad as he could be,but that at no
point is he as good as he
should be.”
That is the fundamental

human condition in a nutshell
according to Scripture. Some
people go around trying to
persuade people that they are
totally rotten, totally despica-
ble, utterly, totally depraved.
And people, understandably,
react to that because they
think that what the preacher
is saying is this,“at every point
of your life, you are as bad as
you possibly could be.”
No, that’s not what it’s say-

ing.What it’s saying is there is
no point in our life at which
we are as good as we should
be. We have come short of
God’s glory.There are various
ways to describe the human
condition: powerless, ungodly,
sinners, enemies.These are all
different words that can be
added up to this concept that at
no point are any of us as good as
we should be.
We have fallen,we have failed

to be what we were created to
be.That is in essence, the mean-
ing of the word, sinner. Someone
who comes short. Someone who
misses the mark.
One of the sad tragedies of

being sinners is that there is a
certain powerlessness about us.
This powerlessness manifests
itself in different ways.
One of the speakers at the

International Congress on World
Evangelization in the Phillipines
was a Methodist pastor named

Martin Alphonse. He told an
interesting story. He explained,
first of all, that his father who
was an orthodox, dedicated
Hindu, got seriously ill and, as a
result of his illness, tried very
hard to get proper medical care
but none was available to him. In
desperation, he turned to some

Christians and the Christians
prayed quite specifically for his
healing and this man was healed
by a dramatic Divine
Intervention. At that point, he
became convinced that Jesus
Christ was Lord. As a result of a
specific physical need being met,
he acknowledged Christ as
Saviour.
Now, there’s a certain physi-

cal powerlessness about him that
was the direct or indirect result
of sin. But Christ was able to
intervene.
Martin Alphonse said that his

experience was totally different.
Hewas a Marxist sympathizer.He

was training for a particular min-
istry but had an overwhelming
sense of inferiority. It was so
severe that he was practically
crippled in his every day relation-
ships with people.But somebody
told him that Jesus Christ would
be able to give him a thorough
healing in the area of his inferior-
ity complex so that he would
begin to understand his true
significance before God as a
created being whom Christ
loved. And when he heard
this message, he turned to
Christ and Christ became his
Saviour and Lord.
He was met, not like his

father at the point of physical
need,but due to his deep psy-
chological need.Both of them
were powerless as a result of
sin. It manifested itself in dif-
ferent ways.
Pastor Alphonse went on

to say that there’s a delightful
family in his congregation in
Madras, India that were origi-
nally Brahmans. They were
looking, as is normal for
Hindus, for inner peace.They
went through all the rituals,
they went through all the

orthodoxy of their religion, they
were totally committed and
deeply involved but at no point
did they ever get close to the
sense of an inner peace deep in
their souls. Somebody told them
that it was possible for men and
women, and boys and girls to
experience peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
They heard it, and they

believed it and Christ became
their Saviour and Lord. They
were met, not at the point of
physical need or the point of psy-
chological need but a point of
clear, acute spiritual need.
He went on to explain that

just before he had gone to
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Man is not as bad as he
could be, but at no point is
he as good as he should be.



Manilla for the conference, he
had had the great privilege of
baptizing eleven Hindu converts
who lived in the shanty towns
outside Madras. I’m sure you
know something of the excruci-
ating poverty in which the
downtrodden, the Untouchables
live. These people came from
that caste. They had been
reached, however, by Christians
who had shown them that it was
possible for them to be loved
even at the point of their social
extremity. As they had seen the
love of Christ in people who’d
touched them at the point of
their social need, they had dis-
covered Christ as Saviour and
Lord.
I was very intrigued with

Pastor Alphonse’s illustration
because he showed different
ways in which human sin pro-
duces human powerlessness. It
can be social, emotional, psycho-
logical, or physical, but it shows
itself in all of us, one way or
another and that is the human
predicament.
Not that at every point we are

as bad as we could be but that at
no point are we as good as we
should be.And as a result of this,
there has been a debilitating
impact of sin in our lives.We’re
sinners and we’re powerless.This
powerlessness can manifest
itself, not just in passive inability,
but in active hostility. We can
engage in ungodly behavior.We
can behave as those who are at
enmity with God. We can
become rebellious.We can shake
our fist in the face of God.We can
deride His name.We can disobey
His commands.We can go about
showing that we have no time
for God at all.We enthrone our-
selves and we de-throne God and
we do all that we can to resist
Him in our lives.

Not that at all points we’re as
bad as we could be, but at no
point are we as good as we
should be. It manifests itself in
powerlessness, ungodliness, hos-
tility, and sin.That’s basically the
human condition.Now I wonder
if, honestly, deep down, you see
yourself in those categories.
I wonder if you acknowledge

that there is something funda-
mentally wrong with who you
are as a person.Has that sunk in?
Do you believe it? You’ll have no
difficulty,if you do believe that,in
recognizing the second part
which is this: if what we are is
wrong,what we do is wrong.For
what we are spills out, what we
do is a manifestation of what we
are.
If you look at the terms,“sin-

ner” and “powerless,” this will
give you the impression that
what we do is wrong because
we fail to do what we’re required
to do. If you look at the terms
“ungodly”and“enemy”,you’ll see
that that suggests we do the
things that we are forbidden to
do or the technical terms are,
“sins of omission,” or “sins of
commission.”
Now some people who’ve

lived rebellious lives have no dif-
ficulty whatsoever identifying
specific sins of commission.They
have no difficulty understanding
that they have insisted on doing
what is forbidden. I have actually
had people come and talk to me
who’ve said, “As you took us
through the Ten
Commandments, I have broken
every single one of them.”
But probably the majority of

people who go to church don’t
find themselves in that category.
They don’t see themselves so
much as sinners by commission
because they live reasonably
respectable lives, but I’ll guaran-

tee this: every one of them, if
they’re honest, will admit to
being sinners of omission.
Have we truly loved Godwith

all our hearts,and all our soul and
all our strength and our neighbor
as ourselves? Of course not.That
is evidence that what we are is
fundamentally wrong. What
we’ve done is intrinsically unsat-
isfactory.
Which leads to the third

point, if what we are is all wrong
and what we’ve done is all
wrong, where we’re heading is
all wrong.You see, God pays us
the incredible compliment of
making us accountable. This is
complimentary in that God
regards us as creatures of signifi-
cance. If God is keeping track of
what we do, that proves that
what we do is worth keeping
track of in heaven. God has paid
us the inestimable compliment
of making us accountable.
But pause for a moment. If I

truly understand my personal
condition before God, manifest-
ed either in sins of omission or
sins of commission,if I see myself
as fundamentally a powerless
sort of sinner or a hostile ungod-
ly enemy, then God wants me to
know that I’m accountable to
Him and He is just and holy and
righteous and He is indignant
about our sin.
We then come to what the

Bible calls,“the wrath of God.” I
realize that this is not a popular
subject for polite conversation,
but it is a subject that needs to be
carefully addressed and thor-
oughly understood.The wrath of
God is not to be seen as some-
thing like the wrath of man bal-
looned up to divine proportions.
The wrath of man is often totally
unwarranted, utterly hypocriti-
cal, thoroughly unreasonable,
given to extremes.
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The wrath of God, John Stott
says, is His righteous hostility to
evil,His refusal to condone it and
His just judgement upon it.That
being the case, the Scriptures tell
us that every mouth is closed
before God.What it means is it’s
as if you’ve stood in the court of
God and He’s presented the evi-
dence and He then looks at you
as you’re judged and says, “Do
you have anything to say for
yourself?” And at that moment,
you can’t say a word. The evi-
dence against you is so over-
whelming and so utterly incon-
travertable, there’s not a thing
you can say.You are utterly with-
out excuse.
That is the human condi-

tion... I wish I could sit down
with each one of you and make
sure that each one of you under-
stand.
The divine compassion is the

second thing we note.While we
were still powerless, Christ died
for the ungodly. God demon-
strates His own love for us in this
while we were still sinners.
Christ died for us. It is while we
were still in this condition that
the divine compassion was
poured out towards us. God is
not in the business of saying
“Reform yourself and I’ll see
what I can do.” Neither is God
prepared to sit there and listen to
our self-righteous expostulations
and say,“You’re a good kid.”
God is looking down into our

hearts, He knows that we are
without excuse and, knowing
that, while we’re still sinners,
while we’re still powerless,He is
moved with compassion towards
us. Now compassion isn’t just a
feeling. Compassion is demon-
strated by action. And notice
please, the action that demon-
strates the divine compassion for
people like you and me. The

action that demonstrates that
is that Christ died for us.
I’ll put it this way: the Son of

God loved me and gave Himself
for me.Utterly incredible and yet
that is the crux of what the cross
is all about. It is Jesus Christ evi-
dencing God’s love for people
who are totally unsatisfactory.To
such an extent that He moves
out and empties heaven of its
greatest treasure,Christ, and give
Christ to die on a cross for us.
The word“for” is a translation

in various scriptures and some
very specific Greek words. It can
mean Christ died instead of us. It
can mean Christ died on behalf
of us.Think of it.The wages of my
sin is death. I stand before you as
somebody who thoroughly
understands that, in and of
myself, I deserve nothing more
than the righteous indignation of
God and banishment from His
presence for the whole of life
and the whole of eternity. I
understand that. I honestly, gen-
uinely believe it.In and of myself,
that’s what I deserve and God
took the initiative and sent His
Son and said, Briscoe, it is not
necessary for you to live in the
condition that you deserve, my
Son will take it on behalf of you
instead of you. And die for you.
Incredible but true.
Notice He did it while I was

still a sinner. Notice he did it
while I was still powerless.
Where does that leave me then?
Well, the Apostle Paul sums it up
brilliantly inVerse Nine:Since we
have now been justified by His
blood, how much more should
we be saved from God’s wrath
through Him? For if when we
were God’s enemies we were
reconciled to Him through the
death of His Son, how much
more having been reconciled,
shall we be saved through His

life?
Notice please, three expres-

sions here, “as a result of the
death of Christ for me,” “I have
been justified by His blood,” and
much more than that, “I will be
saved from God’s wrath through
Him.” I shall be saved by His life.
Now if I’m to understand what
the cross is all about, I not only
need to understand my condi-
tion and the divine compassion
but the eternal conclusion.
The eternal conclusion is this,

that it is possible for me to be jus-
tified by His blood.Which,put in
the simplest of terms means, that
all that I have done has been blot-
ted out,has been utterly forgiven
and I stand now just as if I’d
never sinned.Totally inadequate,
superficial definition of “justi-
fied” is... Justified means God
looks upon me just as if I’d never
sinned.
Not only has He taken away

my accountability for sin, He has
also taken away the guilt of my
sin and purged eternity of all
record of my sin. I have been jus-
tified by Christ’s blood which is
another way of saying because
He died on behalf of me instead
of me. Incredible! But true. It is
incredible to think that I have
been justified by His blood but
over and above that,He says that
I will be saved from wrath
through Him. In another words,
instead of there being that fearful
looking forward to of judgement,
that horror of death,the agony of
wondering what will happen to
me after I die and that dreadful,
sinking feeling that if God judges
me, I won’t have a leg to stand
on.
Instead of all that, I can say,

having been justified by His
blood much more than that.
When the day comes for me to
stand before God, I will be saved
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from God’s wrath, not through
what I have done but through
Him.He will intercede for me.
Which means that in the

same way that being justified by
His blood, saves me from the
consequences of what I’ve done,
being saved from wrath through
Him, means I have been saved
from where I’m heading. But
there’s much more. As if being
justified by His blood wasn’t
enough and knowing I will be
saved from wrath through Him
wasn’t enough, much more
than that, He says I will be
saved by His life, which means
that God has raised up the cru-
cified Christ and sent His spirit
into the hearts and lives of the
justified.
So that having been justi-

fied by His blood,knowing that
one day they will be saved
fromwrath through Him,in the
interim, they can know the
presence of the living Christ by
His spirit in the power of His
Resurrection deep within
them.To save them from what
they are. Powerless, ungodly
and to begin to see them trans-
formed from the inside out.
Partakers of the divine nature.
New creations, being changed
from glory to glory. Incredible
but true.
What does it mean that I can

be saved by His life? It means that
I can be saved from being as hos-
tile as I am through the gentle
persuasion of His spirit within
me. It means that I can be saved
from being as ungodly as I am to
the transforming power of His
grace as the word of God takes
root within me. It means that I
can be saved frommy powerless-
ness as nothing less than the life
of the risen Christ is credited to
me and instead of always falling
hopelessly short of the mark, I

can begin to discover Christ is
nerving my faint endeavor with
His own life.
And I begin to discover new-

ness of life. Saved by His life.
Many years ago I wrote a little
booklet called,“This is Exciting.”
It simply told the story of my
own spiritual life.The first stage
of my spiritual life was just as
easy.All you do is say you’re sorry,
have your sins forgiven and
bang! go to heaven when you
die.That’s easy.

Then somebody pointed out
to me that I was supposed to live
like a disciple of Jesus Christ.And
so I started half-heartedly trying
to do it and I changed from“this
is easy” to“this is difficult.”
Then somebody began to

show me what it really means to
live as I’m supposed to live and I
came to the conclusion that it
was neither easy nor difficult and
I came to the third stage of my
spiritual life: this is impossible.
Then I got mad with God. I

was perfectly happy with God
when it was easy and I got along
fine with Him when it was diffi-
cult but I got very upset when I

discovered it was impossible.
And then and then only He
began to show me that in addi-
tion to being justified by His
blood and promising me that He
would save me from wrath
through Him that He sent Christ
into my life to save me from the
sheer impossibility of trying to
do it on my own.
To save me from my power-

lessness my ungodliness and my
inner hostility my anger and my
bitterness.He began to move me
by His Spirit step-by-step, and I
not only trusted the Christ
who but as by faith I began to
live with the Christ who lives
within me.Incredible.But true.
Many years ago when the

children were very small, I was
leaving for another of those
awful three or four or five
month trips and we had just a
few hours before Jill would
have to take me down to the
airport and I’d say goodbye to
the family again. And on that
particular occasion we went
for a little drive in the lovely
English countryside and there
was some fresh snow and I
started doing some donuts
along the road and Jill said,

“Will you never grow up?”And I
said in all probability,“No.”
The kids thought it was won-

derful. Then I saw a lovely field.
Not a single blemish on the vir-
gin snow so I stopped the car
and I vaulted over the gate and I
ran around in a great big circle,
striding as wide as I could then I
came back to the kids and I said,
“Now children, I am your father
and I want you to follow in my
footsteps. So I want you to run
around that circle in the snow
and I want you to put your feet
where your father put his feet.”
Well,David tried and couldn’t

quite make it. Judy, overachiever,
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was certain she would make it.
Couldn’t make it.Pete,the littlest,
took a great run at it,put his foot
in my first footprint and then
strided out as far as he could and
fell on his face and his mother
picked him up as he cried. And
she said,“What are you trying to
do?” I said,“I’m trying to make a
sermon illustration.”
So I picked up little Peter. I

put his left foot on my foot and I
put his right foot on my foot and
I began to stride one big stride at
a time with my hands under his
armpits and his feet lightly on
mine. He looked at me and said,
“Dad, I’m doin’ it!” I said, “No,
you’re not.” He said, “Dad, I am
doin’ it.”I said,“No you’re not, I’m

doin’ it.” So who was doing it?
Well, in a sense he was doing it
because I was doing it.There was
a commitment of the little boy to
the big dad. And some of the
properties of the big dad were
working through the little boy. In
exactly the same way, in our
powerlessness,we can’t stride as
wide as we should. We don’t
walk the way we should. We
don’t hit the target the way we
ought. It isn’t at every point
we’re as bad as we could be. It’s
just that at no point are we as
good as we should be.Something
must be done. Message of Easter
is,“it has been done.”You can be
justified.You can be saved from
wrath.You can be saved by His

life. All that is the message of
grace.God offering you what you
don’t deserve. Do you know
what it takes? It takes the hand of
faith to receive what God offers
and to say“thank you.” I’d love to
sit down alongside everyone of
you and ask you,“Have you said
“Thank you, Lord Jesus for dying
for me?” Have you said, “Thank
you Lord Jesus for offering to
come and live within me?” Have
you said, “Lord Jesus, walk your
walk in me?” I will be your disci-
ple?” I can’t do that.But at least I
can throw a bucket of water at a
row of bottles and I hope you’ll
take the time to fill up the rest.
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One of the primary distinctions between Christianity and every other world religion is the emphasis which
the Gospel message places upon the death of Christ — not a glorious death in battle, as he sought to
redeem his people from oppression by military might, nor even the inevitable death of old age following a
long and brilliant career, but rather the unremarkable death of a common criminal, suffered on the cross in
the prime of his life and at the height of his ministry. Nonetheless, it is because of this very death, as well
as the resurrection that followed, that salvation has been made available to all mankind.

By human standards, however, this Cross-centered message makes little sense. Indeed, it is the very
“insolubility” of this basic message with human logic — as opposed to the reasonableness of every other
known religious system — that attests most strongly to its divine origin. Read 1 Corinthians 1:22-24 (note
that the word “Greek” here is a representative term denoting all gentiles, as in Romans 1:16). What exactly
is each group (Jew and gentile) looking for? How does the message of the Cross run contrary to their
expectations?

Regardless of any man’s expectations or understanding of how “religion” should work, the death of Christ
was absolutely necessary for salvation to be made a reality. His death was not “Plan B” following the
nation’s rejection of Him, but rather something which God had planned on and announced through His
prophets many hundreds of years prior in the Old Testament (see Psalm 22:15-18; Isaiah 53:7-9;
Zechariah 12:10). Indeed, the necessity of Christ’s death becomes painfully apparent when we consider
the reason for it: the condition of man. Every aspect of our humanity is wrong — who we are, what we do,
and where we are headed — and it was to “correct” this situation that God, in His boundless love, gave
His only begotten son on our behalf (Romans 5:8; John 3:16).
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W H O W E A R E

Pastor Briscoe speaks of the “total depravity” of mankind. This is the idea, based upon the collective
teaching of Scripture, that “sinfulness affects the whole of one’s nature and colors all that one does.”1

While this does not mean that we are always as sinful as we can be, it does mean we are at no point
in our lives as good as we should be — and must be to meet God’s perfect and holy standard. The
problem is not what we do, but, more fundamentally, what we are. Our very nature prevents us from
being what we were created to be and do — that is, to have communion with our Creator. In Romans
5:6-8 Paul uses three different words to mankind, each one of which highlights a slightly different
aspect of our depraved nature. Take a moment to pick out these three words.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

The first word Paul uses to describe us is “powerless” or “weak” (verse 6). What do you think he
means? The same Greek word is used in Galatians 4:9 where Paul refers to the “weak and worthless
elemental things,” referring to the basic principles which directed Jewish life under the Law, as well as
pagan life in the service of false gods. In what sense, then, are those “elemental things” of which Paul
speaks in Galatians “weak” or “powerless”?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Now apply the same sense to “powerless” in Romans 6:5. We thus see that Paul is emphasizing that
part of our depravity which renders us incapable of achieving inner peace or acceptance before God.
Even the best religious system will not do. Read Romans 7:16-18. What does Paul say about the
Law? Why can’t he keep it?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

The second word Paul uses to describe us, also in verse 6, is “ungodly.” This same word is used
twice in 2 Peter 2:5-6. Who are the people there referred to as “ungodly”? Why?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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In essence, therefore, a godless person is one who lives as if God and His righteous standards did
not exist. Whereas the references to “godless” men in 2 Peter are extreme examples, the same princi-
ple may be applied in some measure to every one of us. Can you think of any area of your life in
which you do not give due attention to the character and requirements of God?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

The third word which Paul uses to describe us is “sinners” (verse 8). As pastor Briscoe notes, the root
meaning of this word is “someone who misses the mark.” A vivid example of this point is provided in
Judges 20:16. The word “miss” in this verse is the same root word used most often in the Old
Testament to refer to “sin.” How would you apply this idea of “missing” to us as “sinners”? What is it
that we miss (see Romans 3:23)? Sinfulness is that part of our depravity which ensures that we shall
never hit the “bullseye” of holy perfection which God has set.Take a moment to consider again if and
how these three categories of depravity (powerless, ungodly, sinners) apply to you. Keep in mind that
the focus of these categories is not so much on what we do as on what we are.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

W H AT W E D O

Our depravity — that is, our wrong nature — inevitably affects the things that we do. Read Matthew
7:17-19. Can you draw out a principle from these three verses? How does this principle apply to us?

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

When thinking of the sinful “fruit” that man’s depraved nature produces, more often than not we think
of “sins of commission” — that is, the wrong things we actively commit, such as lying, stealing, cheat-
ing, etc. However, sin also includes the things we actively fail to do, or omit (= “sins of omission”).
Read Leviticus 5:1. What is the sin here described? Now read James 4:17. How is what James says
connected with Leviticus 5:1?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Most of us probably fall into the category of being sinners by “omission” rather than “commission.”
That is, it is more likely than not our failure to do what we should, rather than our intentional commis-
sion of evil, that confirms our depravity before God. Take, for example, the most fundamental and
important command in the Bible: Deuteronomy 6:5 (read also Matthew 22:36-38). Do you feel that
you’ve adequately lived up to this command? What other “sins of omission” can you think of? In what
areas of your own life are sins of omission especially tempting (taxes, sales, etc.)?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Contrary to what modern society would have us believe, the thoughts we think are just as real in the
eyes of God as the actions we do or don’t do. Read Matthew 5:27 and then Proverbs 23:7. How are
these two verses connected? What do they tell us about our thought-life?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

W H E R E W E A R E H E A D E D

The inevitable consequence of who we are (sinners) and what we do (sin) is that the wrath of God
rests upon us.

Read Ephesians 5:6 and Colossians 3:5-8. What do these verses tell us about the reasons for and
object of God’s wrath?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Not only does our depravity result in separation from God (See Isaiah 59:1-2), but it also demands
that He punish us to the full extent of His law. Though He is infinitely gracious, God has absolutely no
tolerance for sin; whatever sin taints He must ultimately and completely destroy (Psalm 9:5). It is
because of His infinite grace, however, that God has provided a way of escape from His wrath. Read
Romans 5:9.What is it that saves us from the wrath of God? Read 1 Thessalonians 1:10. According
to this verse, upon whose action does deliverance from God’s wrath depend?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________

Note that the expression “Christ died for us” in Romans 5:8 may also be translated “Christ died on our
behalf.” In light of this latter translation, what can we say about the process of justifica-
tion/reconciliation with God?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

A common misconception among Christians is that justification is the end-point of God’s involvement
in our lives. Once saved, there is little we need to do other than go to church once a week and tithe
as regularly as possible. According to the Bible, however, salvation includes much, much more. Read
1 Thessalonians 5:9-10. What does Paul say about the way our lives are to be lived after salvation?
What does this imply about the way our lives were lived before salvation? What does it mean to live
with Christ (read Romans 8:29; 12:1-2)? Do you consider yourself to be living fully with Christ? What
stops you? What changes can you make?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

1 Millard J, Erickson, Concise Dictionary of Christian Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1986), 43.
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What we have always said in
the church is that our faith is based
upon facts and it is an evidential
faith built upon evidence and we
would go where the facts led. But
my friends, something that has
come to light just in this past week
that is out now in the professional
journals,will be out shortly in maga-
zines and newspapers,I’m sure.And
I felt it best that it come from me,at
least I may make some conciliatory
comments with it. Let me simply
read the announcement,
“Archeologists have made a startling
and remarkable discovery. They
have found recently in a newly
unearthed tomb in the suburbs of
Jerusalem the remains of an ancient
man who quite evidently died of
crucifixion. On the walls of that
tomb they found also a plaque writ-
ten in ancient Hebrew which trans-
lated reads thusly, quote ‘Here lies
Jesus of Nazareth.A great and good
teacher.We secreted His body away
in order to place Him beyond the
reach and rage of His enemies. He
was the best of men.May He rest in
peace.’” That is a scene from a
recently published novel in
England. It is, I’m happy to say,pure
fiction.

I hope, however, that it did its
work.It had its impact in your heart
this day.The author of this book enti-
tled“When it was Dark,”describes a
situation which a wealthy atheist, a
skeptic, an unbeliever decides to
destroy Christianity and hires a
venal archeologist to create this
fraudulent find in Israel and bring to
light this contrived discovery, sup-
posedly the remains of Christ. The
result in the novel is catastrophic.

It seems as if a new IceAge has
descended upon the earth. Spirits
flag like the branches of a willow
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Dr. D. James Kennedy is the most listened to
Presbyterian minister in the world today. His forthright
and rational presentation of the Gospel is heard via televi-
sion and radio throughout America and in various parts of
the world, including the former Soviet Union.

It all began on a Sunday morning in 1953 when
he was startled awake by a preacher’s stern question on his clock radio. “Suppose
you were to die today and stand before God, and He were to ask you, “What right
do you have to enter into My Heaven?” — what would you say?” Dr. Kennedy soon
discovered the answer, was converted to Christ, and shortly thereafter was called
into the Gospel ministry.

Today, Dr. Kennedy’s broadcast messages are televised from the 9,500 mem-
ber Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in Fort Lauderdale, to 35,000 cities and
towns across the United States. A modest mission church of 45 people when Dr.
Kennedy arrived in 1959, the rocketing growth of Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church
since then made it, for 15 years, the fastest growing Presbyterian church in America.
Decision magazine named the church one of the “Five Great Churches of North
America.”

Beyond his leadership at Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, Dr. Kennedy’s
energetic commitment to both evangelism and cultural renewal is demonstrated by
four organizations he founded and now oversees: Evangelism Explosion
International, Knox Theological Seminary, Coral Ridge Ministries Media, Inc.,
and Westminster Academy.

Dr. Kennedy developed Evangelism Explosion International in 1962, a lay-
witnessing training program, and it is now used in every nation on earth. EE has
been used by God to spark explosive growth in congregations around the world.

Dr. Kennedy launched Knox Theological Seminary in 1990 to prepare and
equip Christians to fulfill the Great Commission and the Cultural Mandate. Knox
Seminary offers courses in five locations: Fort Lauderdale, Miami; Colorado
Springs, Savannah; and Seoul, Korea.

Dr. Kennedy founded Westminster Academy in 1971 to help meet Fort
Lauderdale’s need for quality Christian education. A K-12 academy with more than
1,200 students, Westminster is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools, the Florida Council of Independent Schools, Christian Schools of
Florida, and the Florida Kindergarten Council. It is a nationally recognized exam-
ple of excellence in Christian education.

Dr. Kennedy earned a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Tampa, a
Master of Divinity from Columbia Theological Seminary (cum laude), a Master of
Theology from Chicago Graduate School of Theology (summa cum laude), and a
Ph.D. from New York University. He is the author of more than 40 books, includ-
ing Evangelism Explosion (more than one million copies) Character & Destiny; A Nation In
Search of Its Soul, What If Jesus Had Never Been Born?, The Gates of Hell Shall Not Prevail, New Every
Morning, Skeptics Answered, and What If The Bible Had Never Been Written?.

Born in Augusta, Georgia, Dr. Kennedy was raised in Chicago and moved to
Florida while in high school. He and his wife Anne, and their daughter Jennifer,
live in Fort Lauderdale. Dr. Kennedy went to be with the Lord on September 5,
2007.
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tree. Hope goes out like a candle
in the wind. Joy disappears from
life.Men seek formirth,saying eat,
drink and be merry for tomorrow
we die and it is all a lie.Thousands
upon thousands of missionaries
return to their native lands, the
lights in the churches go out and
the doors are locked for good.The
law of Sinai is exchanged for the
law of the jungle.The Sermon on
the Mount gives way to savagery
in the street. The hand of every
man is raised against his neighbor.
Soon nation rises against nation
and in a while the whole world is
one huge blackened, smoldering
ruin because a few bones were
discovered in a tomb in
Jerusalem.Andwith that discov-
ery, hope died.

My sermon is entitled,
‘Message from an Empty
Tomb’.The message which
comes from the empty tomb,
and indeed the tomb is empty,
is that there is hope, there is an
everlasting hope, there is a cer-
tain hope of life eternal in Jesus
Christ.

For many centuries the
men and women in Europe
looked out upon the western sea,
what we call the Atlantic Ocean
and they saw the sun upon the
glittering surface of the waters
and they wondered if there was
anything beyond. Scholars said
that you could sail off the edge of
the world and that there was
nothing out there at all. In fact,
inscribed on the coat of arms of
the nation of Spain was its nation-
al motto which said, “Nay plus
ultra”: there is nothing beyond.
Then one day Columbus went
westering on the shiny waters.
Sailed off into the sunset and peo-
ple waited expectantly and finally
after a long time, the sails reap-
peared and the crowdswere exul-
tant. They shouted with joy and

Columbus announced that there
was a land beyond the sea that
was rich beyond your dreams. It
was a glorious paradise.The king
of Spain changed the motto of
that land until it reads as it does
today, “Plus ultra.” There is more
beyond.

For many centuries innumer-
able people stood beside the dark
hole which we call a grave and
they watch the remains of their
loved ones lowered into the earth
and they wondered, is there any-
thing beyond? Beyond the dark
waters of death? Is there anything
beyond? And then one day a
young explorer went westering
into the setting sun and descend-

ed into the blackness of the pit.
Sailed off the edge of the world
and crashed into hell.

And people waited expec-
tantly. Finally on this Resurrection
morning as the sun arose in the
east,the Son of God stepped forth
from a grave and declared,“There
is something beyond. There is a
paradise beyond your greatest
expectations and there awaits a
Heavenly Father,waiting with out-
stretched arms to wipe away
every tear from your cheek.”

Yes,my friends,there is some-
thing beyond the black hole in
the earth.But how tragic it would
be if this were not the case. If
Easter be not true then faith must

mount on broken wing. Then
hope no more immortal spring.
Love must lose its mighty urge.
Life prove a phantom and the
dirge, if Easter be not true.

But I am delighted to
announce that it is true.No bones
have been or ever will be discov-
ered for Jesus Christ on the first
day of the week arose from the
dead and with a mighty stride,he
came forth,bursting the bonds of
death. And he is alive forever-
more. The greatest historical evi-
dence for any historical fact is that
an institution be built upon that
fact.

Any secular historian will tell
you that the Church of Jesus
Christ began in the year 30A.D.
in Jerusalem when the follow-
ers of Jesus of Nazareth began
to proclaim what? That he had
risen from the dead. That’s
what.

The church was built on a
empty tomb.The greatest insti-
tution the world has ever seen
was built on a hole in the
ground with nothing in it.You
may go to the tomb of
Mohammed and they will tell

you, “Here lie the bones of the
great prophet.”You may go to the
tomb of Napoleon and they will
say, “Here lie the bones of the
emperor of France.”Youmay go to
Moscow and see the tomb of
Lenin and they will say,“Here lie
the bones of the great founder of
Soviet communism.”

But you may go to the tomb
of Jesus and they will tell you and
you may walk in and see for your-
self,“Here lie the bones of no one.
He is not here. He is risen as He
said”.

The message from the empty
tomb is a message of hope but
secondly, it’s also a message of
love because we should never for-
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get, though the tomb was empty,
it was a tomb. It wasn’t an empty
house, an empty palace, it was an
empty tomb. And that empty
tomb speaks a message of love.

Eight years ago I shared a true
story with this congregation
which I think bears repeating.
John Griffith grew up with one
dream in his heart. A dream of
travel. He wanted to travel to far
away places and see exotic sights.
That’s what he dreamt about and
read about. That was his whole
consuming passion of life.But that
dream crashed with the stock
market in 1929. The Great
Depression settled like a funeral
cloak upon the land. And
Oklahoma, his native state, was
turned into a swirling dust bowl
by the dry winds and his dreams
were swept away with the wind.
So he packed up his wife and his
tiny baby boy and their few,mea-
ger belongings in an old car and
he drove away to find greener pas-
tures.

He thought he might have
discovered those on the edge of
the Mississippi where he got a job
caring for one of those great huge
railroad bridges that crossed the
mighty Mississippi.It was in 1937,
Dennis Hensley tells us when this
true story took place.For the first
time, he brought his then eight
year old son, Greg, to work with
him to seewhat Daddy did all day.

The little boy was wide-eyed
with excitement and he clapped
his hands with glee when the
huge bridge went up at the beck
and call of his mighty father. He
watchedwithwonderment as the
huge boats steamed down the
Mississippi. Twelve o’clock came
and his father put up the bridge.
There were no trains due for a
good while and they went out
couple hundred feet on a catwalk
out into the river to an observa-

tion deck and they sat down,
opened their brown bag and they
began to eat their lunch.

He told his little son about
some of the strange, far-away
lands that some of these ships
were going to visit, and the boy
was entranced.The time whirled
by and suddenly theywere drawn
instantly back to reality by the
shrieking of a distant train whis-
tle. John Griffith quickly looked at
his watch,he saw that it was time
for the 1:07,theMemphis Express
with four hundred passengers
which would be rushing across
that bridge in just a couple ofmin-
utes.

He knew he just had time so
without panic, but with alacrity,
he told his son to stay where he
was,he leaped to his feet, jumped
to the catwalk, ran back, climbed
the ladder to the control room,
went in,put his hand on the huge
lever that controlled the bridge,
looked up the river and down to
see if any boats were coming as
was his custom and then looked
down to see if there were any
beneath the bridge and suddenly
he saw a sight which froze his
blood.

It caused his heart to leap
into his throat. His boy, his boy
had tried to followhim to the con-
trol room and had fallen into the
great, huge gear box that had the
monstrous gears that operated
this massive bridge and his left leg
was caught between the two
main gears and he knew that as
sure as the sun came up in the
morning, if he pushed that lever,
his son would be ground in the
midst of eight tons of whining,
grinding steel.

His eyes filled with tears of
panic, his mind whirled, what
could he do? He saw a rope there
in the control room. He could
rush down the ladder,out the cat-

walk, tie off the rope, lower him-
self down,extricate his son,climb
back up the rope, run back into
the control room and lower the
bridge. And no sooner had his
mind done that exercise than he
knew,he knew there wasn’t time.
He’d never make it. And there
were four hundred people on that
train.Suddenly he heard the whis-
tle again, this time startlingly
close. He could hear the clicking
of the locomotive wheels on the
track and he could hear the rapid
popping of the train.What should
he do?What could he do?

There were four hundred
people but but this was this was
his son, this was his only son. He
was a father, he knew what he
had to do so he buried his head in
his arm and he pushed the gear
forward. The great bridge slowly
lowered into place. Just as the
express train roared across and he
lifted up his tear-smeared face and
looked straight into the flashing
windows of that train as they
flashed by after another.

He sawmen reading the after-
noon paper, a conductor in uni-
form looking at a large vest-pock-
et watch,ladies sipping tea and lit-
tle children pushing long spoons
into plates of ice cream and
nobody looked into the control
room.Nobody looked at his tears,
nobody, nobody looked down to
the great gear box. In heart-
wrenching agony, he beat against
the window of the control room
and he said,“What’s wrong with
you people? Don’t you care? I
gave my…I sacrificed my son for
you. Don’t any of you care?”
Nobody looked, nobody heard,
nobody heeded and the train dis-
appeared across the river.

The mills of God grind slow
but exceeding fine. God the
Father cast His Son into the mills
of His justice, bearing upon
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Himself all of the sin of the world
and in a great gears of God,Christ
gave up His life for us. And the
remains of that were placed in a
tomb outside of Jerusalem. A
tomb which has a message for us
of unspeakable love. That God
should thus love us.That I should
gain an interest in the Saviour’s
blood.Amazing Grace,how can it
be thatThou,myGod shouldst die
for me is a message of hope and a
message of love but it also is a
message of grace, of amazing,
astounding,astonishing grace that
the Creator of the Universewould
come and die for the creatures’
sin.

The wages of sin is death we
are told and there at Calgary and
there at that tomb those wages
were paid in full. Signed, sealed
and delivered. Signed in blood,
sealed with the Roman seal and
delivered into the pit of hell. Jesus
paid it all.All to Him I owe.Ohmy
friends, how tragic we be that on
Easter day,even whenwe think of
the great death and Resurrection
of Christ that we fail to grasp its
meaning.That He did all of that for
us.That He endured it all in our
place, that we might have the gift
of eternal life.

Did you get that? Could I
underline it for you again, that we
might have the gift of eternal life.
Listen, it is free.The gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord, paid for by Jesus Christ
our Lord, purchased by Jesus
Christ our Lord, paid in full and
offered freely to all of those that
will receive Him into their hearts
and trust in His atoning death as
the payment for their sins.

Theologians divide the work

of Christ into two parts. The
humiliation of Christ and His exul-
tation or glorification.The first He
did for us, the second we do with
Him.He left heaven for us.He left
the ivory palaces and came into
this world ofwoe.He endured the
mockery of men.He endured the
pain and agony of the spikes
upon the cross.He endured death
and hell and the grave for us. He
descended into the pit for us.All
of this, He did for us in our place
as our substitute, vicariously in
our stead.

He did it all for us but now in
His exultation, He rises from the
dead with us.Calls us to rise with
Him.He ascends into heaven and
calls us to do the same.He sits at
the right-hand of the Father and
invites us to take a seat.He judges
the world and invites us who
believe to have a part in the judge-
ment of the world. All of these
things, including our glorification,
we have with Him.Ah but there
are those right here who know
none of this. For them, it’s an
ancient event that happened long
ago and far away and does not
touch them.That is because they
have never yet experienced a res-
urrection in their own soul. Did
you know that you can experi-
ence a resurrection right in this
life,right here today?You have the
quickening which were dead, the
Bible says. You can experience a
spiritual resurrection. Many years
ago I experienced that resurrec-
tion and my life was transformed.
Ye shall be changed, the Bible
says.If any man is in Christ,he is a
new creature.All things are passed
away. Behold, all things are
become new! Have you experi-
enced that transformation? If you

do not know, that spiritual resur-
rection in your life,you will never
know the resurrection of the
body unto eternal life that Christ
offers you.

My friends,you’ll never know
life till you really know Him.May
He come into your hearts as
Saviour and Lord. May you roll
away from the door of your heart
that heavy stone and ask Him,
who came out of an empty tomb
to come into an empty heart and
to fill it with His love andwith His
joy and with His hope. And you
can know that when they lower
you down into that hole in the
ground that you’ll already be in
mansions above.You already will
have crossed the sea andwill have
been taken into the Father’s arms.
You will have met your Blessed
Redeemer who said in fact that
those that trust in Him shall never
die.

I want you to know that I
will never die. Now some of you
might think I will but when you
think I did, let me tell you right
now I will be more alive on that
day when some of you gather
here in this church.I will be more
alive than I have ever been in my
life but I will be with Christ my
Saviour. Because I live,He said, ye
that trust in me shall live also.
Have you received Him? Have you
trusted in Him? Have you repent-
ed of your sins? Or do you have
the poor and beggarly outward
elements of religion alone? Oh,
dear friend, you’re missing the
greatest thing in all of the world,
your Creator came,that youmight
have life and have it abundantly.
Open your hearts, and let Him
come in. And do it today.
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The Christian faith stands or falls upon the resurrection of Jesus. If true, the resurrection is without
question the single most important event of human history. If it did not happen, however, the resurrec-
tion is just as surely the greatest and most abominable hoax ever perpetrated upon mankind. Indeed,
no other religion makes the claim to resurrection that Christianity does. As professor Childers
observes, “All the millions and millions of Jews, Buddhists, and Mohammedans agree that their
founders have never come up out of the dust of the earth.”1 The resurrection of Christ, however,
stands at the heart of the Christian message.

Belief in the resurrection is not simply a matter of blind faith, for at least 6 proofs may be set forth in
support of its occurrence:2

1.The empty tomb. Read Matthew 27:64-65. How does this bear upon the contention that the
disciples stole Jesus’ body?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2.The linen wrappings. Read John 20:5-8. What was it about the linen wrappings that caused the
disciples who saw them to believe?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3.The resurrection appearances. Read 1 Corinthians 15:5-8. What is the significance of these
witnesses to the resurrection?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4.The transformed disciples. Read John 18:25-27. Now compare this the description of Peter given in
Acts 2:37-40. What accounts for his change in behavior?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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5.The observance of the first day of the week. Read Acts 20:7 and 1 Corinthians 16:2. Why do you
think the Bible specifically refers to the believers meeting on the “first day of the week”?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

6.The existence of the church. Read Acts 2:24-32; 3:15; 4:2. Considering that the growth of the early
church was based primarily upon the preaching of the disciples, what is the significance of the res-
urrection as a part of those early sermons?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

According to the Bible, the significance of the resurrection surpasses the fact that it was simply a
great miracle. Belief in the resurrection is presented as one of the fundamental requirements for salva-
tion itself. Read Romans 10:9. What, in addition to the resurrection, must be believed for one to be
saved? Is it possible for anyone today to be saved apart from belief in the resurrection of Jesus?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

In addition to its being a fundamental requirement for salvation, the resurrection of Christ serves as an
iron-clad guarantee of at least three of the most important truths of Christianity: the truth of Christ’s
message, the fact of our justification, and the hope of our own future resurrection.

G U A R A N T E E # 1 : T H E T R U T H O F C H R I S T ’ S M E S S A G E

Jesus was not the only “Messiah” to arrive on the scene in his day. There were many Jewish men
before him — and even more after him — who claimed to be the long-awaited leader and deliverer of
the Jewish people. The ancient Jewish historian Josephus, who himself lived during the time of Jesus,
tells us of three such men (Judas, Simon, and Athronges) who arose just about the time of Jesus’
birth, between 4-2 B.C. Each of these men, however, were eventually killed by the Romans or died,
and their movements scattered or dispersed. The New Testament likewise tells us of such messianic
claimants. Read Acts 5:34-37. What happened to the men here described? Read also Acts 21:37-
38. The man here referred to as “the Egyptian” (that is, a Jew from Egypt) is also described by
Josephus, who tell us that, after the Romans killed four hundred of his followers, he “fled the battle
and vanished without a trace.”3 What happened to Jesus’ own “movement” when He was arrested by
the Romans? Read Mark 14:50. What happened to reverse this situation, causing His followers to lay
down their very lives in the service of their Master?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

For the Jewish people, the resurrection of Jesus should have been the last, and most important,
credential for establishing his legitimate claim to the title of Messiah, the Christ. While many before
Him had died, none, except for Jesus, had risen from the dead. This, the prophets had said, would
be a characteristic event in the career of the Messiah. Consider how the following Old Testament
prophecies apply to the resurrection of Jesus: Psalm 16:10 (see Acts 2:25-32), Isaiah 53:10, Jonah
1:17 (see Matthew 12:40; 16:4).

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

How important is the resurrection to your own understanding of the reality of the Christian message?
What emphasis do you place upon the resurrection when you share the Gospel with others?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

G U A R A N T E E # 2 : T H E F O R G I V E N E S S O F O U R S I N S
Not only does the resurrection of Jesus prove his claim to be the true Messiah and Savior, in fulfillment
of Old Testament prophecy, but the resurrection also ensures that the process of atonement which
began with the sacrifice of Jesus has been brought to eternal completion. Read Romans 4:25. What
is the expression “delivered up” here referring to (compare the same expression in Romans 8:32 and
Matthew 10:21)? Why was Jesus delivered up?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

As Paul indicates, Jesus was put to death first and foremost because of our sins. If atonement was to
be made, a sacrifice had to be offered (see Leviticus 17:11). However, in order for a sacrifice to be
efficacious — that is, in order for the process of atonement to be completed and applied to the sinner,
that sacrifice had to be accepted by God. If that sacrifice was brought improperly it would be rejected.
Read Isaiah 1:11. Why did God reject these sacrifices (read Isaiah 1:15-17)? How does this contrast
with the self-sacrifice of Jesus (see Hebrews 5:7-9)?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Because of His absolute perfection and piety, the self-sacrifice of Jesus was accepted by God. The
mark of His acceptance was the resurrection. Conversely, if God had found the sacrifice of Jesus to
be anything less than perfect, the resurrection would never have taken place. Read 1 Corinthians
15:17. In light of what Paul says here, would you consider the death of Jesus alone as comprising the
main point of the Gospel message? How then would you present the Gospel message to someone
who had never before heard it?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

G U A R A N T E E # 3 : O U R F U T U R E R E S U R R E C T I O N

In addition to being an iron-clad guarantee of once-and-for-all forgiveness of sin, the resurrection also
provides us with the glorious assurance of following in the footsteps of our Lord’s resurrection. To
emphasize this point, the apostle Paul uses the symbolism of an important Old Testament festival.
Read 1 Corinthians 15:20. What is the significance of the term “first fruits” here?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

During the “First Fruits” festival, described in Leviticus 23:10-14, the Israelites would bring to the
Temple the first and best of their crops and then give it to the priest to be offered up to God. The sig-
nificance was two-fold: first, it indicated that the first and best of the harvest crop rightfully belongs to
God (how would you apply this principle in your giving?); secondly, it indicated that, in the eyes of that
Israelite, not only the first fruits, but the entire crop from which they came belonged to God, and it was
only by His grace and mercy that they could be partaken of by man. With regard to this second point,
what is the significance of Christ’s being the “first fruits raised from the dead”? Who is His crop (see 1
Corinthians 15:23)?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

“True Christian joy,” writes A. W. Tozer, “is the heart’s harmonious response to the Lord’s song of love.”
If the Gospel is this song, then the empty tomb is its refrain — God’s loving guarantee that we shall
someday be with Him, having left our own empty, earthly shells behind. How will you live in light of this
guarantee?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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1 Cited by J. McDowell, Evidence that Demands a Verdict (San Bernardino, CA: Campus Crusade for Christ, 1972),

187.
2 These six proofs are adapted for P. Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology (Chicago: Moody,1989), 234-35
3 For a fuller description of all these figures and more, see R.A. Horsley, Bandits, Prophets, and Messiahs: Popular

Movements at the Time of Jesus ( New York: Harper & Row, 1985).
4Knowledge of the Holy (HarperSan Francisco, 1961), 102.
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Ma t t h ew 27 : 6 4 - 6 5
John 20 : 5 - 8
1 Co r i n t h i a n s 1 5 : 5 - 8
John 18 : 2 5 - 2 7
Ac t s 2 : 3 7 - 4 0
Ac t s 2 0 : 7
1 Co r i n t h i a n s 1 6 : 2
Ac t s 2 : 2 4 - 3 2
Ac t s 3 : 1 5
Ac t s 4 : 2
Roman s 1 0 : 9
Ac t s 5 : 3 4 - 3 7
Ma r k 1 4 : 5 0
P s a lm 16 : 1 0
I s a i a h 5 3 : 1 0

Jon ah 1 : 1 7
Ma t t h ew 12 : 4 0
Ma t t h ew 16 : 4
Roman s 4 : 2 5
Roman s 8 : 3 2
Ma t t h ew 10 : 2 1
L e v i t i c u s 1 7 : 1 1
I s a i a h 1 : 1 1
I s a i a h 1 : 1 5 - 1 7
Heb r ew s 5 : 7 - 9
1 Co r i n t h i a n s 1 5 : 1 7 1
Co r i n t h i a n s 1 5 : 2 0
L e v i t i c u s 2 3 : 1 0 - 1 4
1 Co r i n t h i a n s 1 5 : 2 3
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One month ago the most
widely-read weekly news magazine
in this country removed any linger-
ing doubt about the growth and
the breadth of what is known as
the New Age Movement. Shirley
McLaine was the smiling face on
the cover and the by-line read,
“Faith Healers, Channelers, Space
Travelers and Crystals Galore”.

Some of us midwesterners
shrugged our shoulders and said,
“Must have been a slow news week
for another west coast fruit and nut
club to get on the cover of Time
Magazine.” But it is not a fruit and
nut club that we’re talking about,
and it’s not just a west coast fad.
Did you know that millions and
millions of people all across the
country and around the world are
getting involved in this thing called
the NewAge Movement?

Shirley McLaine alone has sold
8 million copies of her books and
many of you saw her prime-time
movie. New Age book stores have
doubled recently and number over
twenty-five hundred nationwide.
Bannon Books reports that New
Age book titles have increased ten-
fold in ten years.About twenty per-
cent of Fortune 500 companies in
this country are devoting budget
dollars for New Age-related semi-
nars for their employees and many
have attended them.

A Gallup Poll reveals that
approximately 25 percent of the
people in this country believe in
some form of reincarnation.There
are over a thousand channelers in
the L.A. area alone who, for a fee,
claim that they will get in touch
with some person from antiquity
and then be a channel for their
words of wisdom to come to you.
All over the United States every
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From 125 people in 1975 to over 16,000
today, the ministry of Willow Creek
Community Church continues to grow
under the leadership of Senior Pastor Bill
Hybels. Started in a rented movie theatre as
a means of reaching the non-churched
parents of teenagers in Son City, a youth
ministry that Bill co-founded, the church

now operates on a 145-acre campus in South Barrington,
Illinois, with a staff of over 450.

Since its inception, Willow Creek Community Church has
adhered to a two-pronged philosophy of ministry. On
Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings, drama, multi-media,
contemporary music, and practical messages are used to pres-
ent the ageless truths of Scripture at an introductory level easily
understood by non-churched people.

The low-key evangelical environment of the weekend services
stands in marked contrast to the worshipful atmosphere of the
Wednesday and Thursday evening services, where approximate-
ly six to seven thousand believers gather together for worship,
communion, and in-depth Bible teaching. Bill Hybels leads a
team of teaching pastors who feed the Body at Willow Creek.

Although he intended to follow in the footsteps of his father, a
successful businessman, Bill clearly sensed God calling him out
of the marketplace and into the ministry. He received a B.A.
degree in Biblical Studies and an honorary Doctorate of
Divinity from Trinity College in Deerfield, Illinois. Bill has
authored a number of books, including Who Are You When
No One’s Looking, Too Busy Not To Pray, Honest to God?,
Fit To Be Tied, Descending Into Greatness, Tender Love,
Becoming A Contagious Christian, Rediscovering Church,
The Story and Vision of Willow Creek Community
Church,The God You’re Looking For, and Making Life Work.

An internationally sought-after speaker, writer, and consult-
ant, Bill is chairman of the Board of Willow Creek Association,
serves on the Board of World Vision, and was Chaplain of the
Chicago Bears for five years.

Bill and his wife, Lynne, reside in Barrington with their two
children, Shauna and Todd.
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weekend there are seminars that
are put on that are attracting
thousands of people to this
thing called the New Age
Movement? Well, what is this
thing? And what do New Agers
believe? And why is this move-
ment growing so rapidly?

The New Age Movement is
not a single organization. It does
not have a single identifiable
leader and there is not an identi-
fiable constituency with a clear-
ly-spelled out set of beliefs.Quite
the contrary. The New Age
Movement is actually a very
loose coalition made up of hun-
dreds of independent, local
groups that have somewhat sim-
ilar beliefs that are propagated
by seminars, tapes and maga-
zines. The movement is quite
eclectic in nature and being
such, it is tough to pin down.

There are some unifying
themes of the movement as a
whole. First about God. Most
New Agers believe in God as an
impersonal energy or force.New
Agers abandon the notion of a
personal God with whom one
can have a relationship.The god
of the New Agers is more of a
cosmic power that can be
tapped into or a cosmic con-
sciousness that can be experi-
enced from time to time.

New Agers are overtly pan-
theistic in their view of God.
“God is all,” they say and “all is
God and all is one.”“Everything
that exists is an expression of
the divine essence,” New Agers
would say. There is a universal
energy in all matter in this pul-
pit, in a rock, in a tree, in an ani-
mal. There’s a universal energy
in all matter. A life force that
unites the entire cosmos.

Then what do New Agers
believe about human beings?”
That there is this universal life

force that is found everywhere
and in everything and so it only
follows that this godness is in
you and in me. Therefore with-
out shame or hesitation or apol-
ogy New Agers believe that
human beings are God.

But you see, most human
beings haven’t discovered that
yet and therefore they desperate-
ly need to be enlightened.“Oh, if
only more people were aware of
their divinity,”a NewAger would
say,“The whole world would be
such a better place if all of us
would be enlightened to under-
stand who we really are. We’re
gods. The major theme in the
seminars and the tapes and the
magazines and lectures that are
being held all across this coun-
try, probably many tonight, in
some places around this coun-
try, is that human beings need to
become conscious of their own
godness.”

Once that awareness occurs
then unlimited powers can be
realized. You see, then you can
do anything. You can become
anything. You can create your
own destiny. You can arrange
future affairs.You might be won-
dering— where do New Agers
come up with these ideas?
Who’s telling these people these
things?

If you ask a Christian what
his truth source is, you’ll get a
two-word answer, the Bible. A
single-inspired volume that has
stood the test of time.A volume
that defines and explains the
tenets of the Christian faith. It
explains the nature of God, the
nature of man, the nature of the
world.

That would be a stumbling
block to a New Ager. A single
truth source is much too narrow
for them to swallow. If you ask a
New Ager what his truth source

is, prepare yourself for a kaleido-
scopic response. One New Ager
will say “my truth comes from
my guru.” If you say,“Well,what’s
that?” he’d say, “Well, it’s a cele-
brated master teacher who trans-
mits truth.”You say,“Well, where
does he get his truth?”“He gets it
through his guru.” “Well, where
does that guru…”and you know
how it goes. It just goes back and
forth.

Another will say, “My truth
comes from peering into crystals
which are shards of glass that are
believed to hold mystical knowl-
edge and power.” Another will
say, “My truth comes from a fif-
teenth-century Tibetan monk
whose wisdom can be tapped
through a process as I discussed
earlier known as channeling.”

You see,for a fee,these chan-
nelers will quiet themselves and
go into what appears to be a
trance. Their body will go limp
for just a little while and then
they claim that they tune into
the vibrations in the universe
and that they can, sort of like an
antenna, pick up some knowl-
edge that is being transmitted by
someone who lived in antiquity.
And that person then, whoever
this fourteenth or fifteenth-cen-
tury person is, will say truthful
things and the channeler will be
the conduit and then you can get
truth for you that way.

Another will say, “My truth
comes through meditating.” But
not the kind of meditating that
the Bible commands us to do.
You see, the Bible says in Psalm
1, “You need to meditate. You
need to quiet yourself and medi-
tate but you need to focus your
mind on God’s word.”We need
to meditate on God’s word day
and night. Meditation for the
Christian is a very thoughtful
concentrated effort where you
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seek to understand the depths of
the truth of God’s word and
then apply it to your life.That’s
not what meditation is for a New
Ager.

Meditation for them is a
process whereby the person
doing the meditating seeks very
diligently to empty his mind.Not
to focus it on a single truth
source but to empty his mind
and to make it available for
somebody somewhere to
deposit some kind of truth. But
you see, there is no single identi-
fiable truth source for New
Agers which, of course, has
frightening implications for
morality.

This isn’t talked about
much, but some call this an
absence of an identifiable truth
source, some call it a recipe for
moral anarchy. Yesterday morn-
ing I met a man who had been
deeply involved in the New Age
Movement for over five years. I
said,“What caused you to second
guess what you were involved
in?” He said, “It was the moral
anarchy.” He said, “I became a
part of a group and we used to
sit around and talk about what
my truth was.” He said, “So one
person would say, ‘My truth is
doing, saying, feeling, acting out
this form of morality,’ and some-
one would say, ‘Oh, that’s nice,
that’s your truth.Well, this is my
truth,’ and ‘This is my truth,’ and
‘This is my truth.’”

“Then I heard you give a
message about human beings
standing morally accountable
before a holy God, while you
were talking, I became con-
scious for the first time of my
sin.” He said,“I knew I was play-
in’ games. I was just makin’ up
the truth. That’s all I was doin’.
Manufacturing the truth I want-
ed for myself so that I could live

the way I wanted to live. The
very next morning I fell on my
knees and I received Christ and I
received forgiveness.”

But this recipe for moral
anarchy is a frightening thing.
This kind of relativism manifests
itself in the area of what is called
holistic health. Holistic medical
treatment which is, sort of, the
medical arm of the New Age
Movement.

Many New Agers are sick
and tired of conventional med-
ical treatment,which they feel is
reductionistic, ineffective and
horrendously expensive.Holistic
health practices have soared in
number and so have the reports
of bizarre treatments that
include attempts at healing
based on homeopathy and life-
force massages and visualization
healing techniques, hypnosis,
crystal gazing, psychic sessions,
yoga, and the list goes on.

Now, as strange and as
potentially dangerous as some of
those healing techniques may
be, it has to be stated honestly
that New Agers are leading the
way in our generation’s long-
time-in-coming realization of the
importance of proper nutrition
in the quest for health and well-
ness. Vegetarianism is very com-
mon among New Agers. Now
they attach it to more than just
good physical health.

They attach it to this whole
life force that’s existing in the
universe. But, charlatans abound
in the field of holistic medical
treatment.And many of the tech-
niques used are overtly occultic
and they make no bones about
it.

What do New Agers believe
about death and the life here-
after? On this point there is
almost total agreement in the

New Age camp: Reincarnation.
But, not the historic Hindu kind
of reincarnation that teaches
that if someone lives wickedly,
they can devolve or be reincar-
nated into a lower life form such
as a dog or a black widow spider
to work off bad karma.
Traditional, historical Hinduism
would teach that a life of
wickedness would result in a
kind of reincarnation into a
lower life form, whereas if you
live righteously and so you’ll be
reincarnated into a better situa-
tion in the next life.

NewAgers tend to believe in
a westernized,optimistic,no-lose
form of reincarnation which
simply suggests that the more
aware you become of your god-
ness, the more you flow with
the life force within you, the
more you trust the divine energy
and the more you love the other
god-men and god-women
around you, the greater the like-
lihood of upward evolvement in
the next life until…finally you
will break free from the need for
a human body and you will
become one with the universe
in a kind of spirit form forever.
And I’m telling you friends,there
is almost a euphoric optimism in
this upward evolvement theory.
It’s a no-lose situation.

We could go on and on dis-
cussing the various tenets of
New Age thinking.There are so
many beliefs…quasi-doc-
trines…and so much more that
could be said but, because of
time constraints, I just want to
pose one more final question
about beliefs and it’s a key ques-
tion:What do NewAgers believe
about Jesus?

Once again, it is difficult to
pin down a single universally-
accepted New Age doctrine
about the identity of Jesus Christ
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because so many New Age writ-
ers have differing truths from
different truth sources on this
issue. However, one popular
notion is that Jesus Christ was
simply a good human being
upon whom a special, concen-
trated life-energy descended.

It’s called a “Christ con-
sciousness.” In other words, they
believe Jesus was born to a phys-
ical father and mother: a total
denial of the virgin birth. Jesus
was born to an earthly father
and mother and He was a good
man. In fact, because the Bible
only traces the life of Jesus
between His birth and age
twelve,and then picks up His life
story at around age thirty,
many New Agers believe that
in the intervening eighteen
years, Jesus spent His
time…guess where, doing
guess what? In India studying
under gurus!And that’s a wide-
spread New Age belief. That
Jesus,during those silent years,
as they’re called, migrated to
India and sat under the teach-
ing of gurus and then, as a
result of receiving that kind of
knowledge from these gurus, a
Christ consciousness descended
upon Him.

Now Jesus, they say, con-
ducted His business with this
Christ consciousness. Krishna,
Buddha and others experienced
the same Christ consciousness
in their day and, if you and I
were only more enlightened and
more aware of our godness, the
very same Christ consciousness
could descend on us. No prob-
lem. So those are sort of the tips
of the iceberg of the New Age
beliefs.

Wouldn’t you agree that
they differ radically, radically
from Biblical Christianity? The
New Agers, when we talk about

God, believe in an impersonal
force, but Christianity is taught
that we have a personal Father.
That there is a God who has per-
sonality and characteristics and
attributes and He tells us, who
know Him personally, to call
Him Father. New Agers believe
that man is just a god unaware.

Christianity teaches just the
opposite: man is the creature
and God is the Creator and that
there never be confusion as to
who the Creator is and who the
creature is.Man is created in the
image of God but he is not God.

About truth,NewAgers have
an infinite number of truth

sources that can contradict one
another and they simply handle
that by saying,“That’s one truth,
that’s another truth, they don’t
have to agree.” They can be
opposite in what they’re trying
to purport and they think they
can both be true.That is logical
nonsense you understand but, in
the mind of a New Ager, that’s
ok.

In historical Christianity, of
course,there is one truth source:
the Bible. Death, New Agers
believe, is westernized forms of
optimistic reincarnation pat-
terns. Christianity says, “It is
appointed unto man once to die
and then stand before God.”New
Agers say,“Jesus Christ is a good
man with a Christ consciousness

for a period of time.”Christianity
says,“Jesus is God’s son and He is
the only Saviour for mankind.”

Now, let me pose a question
I’ll bet many of you are asking in
your minds right now.You’ll say,
with beliefs as unusual as the
ones the NewAgers hold,what is
the attraction? What’s the draw?
Why are so many people being
drawn into this movement? Let
me offer multiple explanations
for the phenomenal growth of
the NewAge movement.

The first one being, the inad-
equacy of secular humanism.For
almost a century now, the
philosophers have been beating
the “God-is-dead” drum.You all
heard it? God is dead, there is
no one home in heaven.Man is
the measure of all things.

We evolved from unorgan-
ized gasses and we are all head-
ed for cosmic oblivion. Secular
humanism.The result of secu-
lar humanism has been a sense
of futility rampant in the popu-
lous. It it all seems so absurd,
doesn’t it? We come from
unexplained gasses and we’re
going towards oblivion. Secular
humanism was found to be
empty and inadequate. It did not
answer the yearnings of the soul.
So what is the opposite of,“there
is no God”?

God is everywhere and God
is everything.What is the direct
opposite of atheism? Pantheism.
Atheism says,“There is no God.”
Pantheism says, “Can’t you see
and feel Him,He’s everywhere in
everything.There is the essence
of God in all matter, in you and in
me.”

The second reason for the
appeal of the New Age is that it
resonates with one of the
strongest drives in humans: to
be God. Admit it. To be in total
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control of your life and your des-
tiny.To answer to no one,to bow
to no one, to worship no one, to
control everything, arrange
everything, to know everything.
The NewAge gurus and authors
keep pleading for people to
wake up and become aware
of their godness.

They say,“You’re it.Wake
up. Claim it. Believe it.
Express it.” And friends, I
wanna tell you, that is a high-
voltage doctrine for people
like you and me to ponder.
That’s high-voltage stuff, I
mean it resonates, doesn’t it?
Now Christianity at this point
is at a decided disadvantage
because, at its core,
Christianity says, “No, no,
none of that. There is a
Creator and we are the crea-
tures.” And we creatures kick,
stomp and fuss about our sec-
ond-class status.We want to be
God rather than bow to God,
don’t we?

Third appeal of the NewAge
is that it is morally unchalleng-
ing. At the outset, this sounds
fantastic, doesn’t it? No rules. Or
to be more accurate, make up
your own or receive your own
personal set of rules, your own
truth.Your truth revealed to you
by your private truth source is
just as valid as my truth revealed
to me by my truth source which
all plays out to this ethical anar-
chy: you live by your truth and I
will live by mine. My prediction
is, in the next five to ten years,
the New Age Movement will be
crippled by moral confusion
from the inside of the move-
ment.

It’s happening, to some
extent already, because some
charlatan, some deceptive chan-
nelers are being exposed and
some people doing holistic med-

ical kinds of practices are being
exposed as being deceivers and
guess what’s happening? Some
people inside the New Age
Movement are saying, “Hey,
you’re being deceptive,” and the
guy says,“Well, that’s my truth.”

So if some people say,“Well,
that’s deception,” others
respond, “You just work with
your truth, I’ll work with mine.”
It’s breaking down already and
it’s going to happen in greater
and greater form. When you
operate with ethical anarchy a
whole bunch of people will get
hurt, badly. And pretty soon
there are going to be people
crawling out of those seminars
saying, “Show me one absolute
truth source and I’ll buy it.
Anything beats ethical anarchy.”

The fourth appeal of the
NewAge Movement is the prom-
ise of an optimistic future. This
westernized reincarnation thing
that New Agers believe —that
things are going to get better
and better in the future and that
finally, as you go from middle
class to royal class to aristocracy
to this wonderful oneness with
the universe— that is a very
exciting optimistic and pleasant
thought, isn’t it? It’s a no-lose
promise.

Again, Christianity speaks of

a day of reckoning. Hebrews
9:27: You live once then you
stand before a Holy God and
give an account of your life.Ask
an average guy to make a choice.
What is he most drawn to? A
guaranteed fairy tale ending to
his existence or a day of reck-
oning where he must stand
accountable for his sins and
mistakes.What do you think
he’ll choose? The fairy tale
ending,nine out of ten times.
This all focuses on the issue
of how a man saves his soul,
doesn’t it? You see, in the
NewAge Movement, one has
to improve himself over a
number of lifetimes and then
eventually he will experi-
ence oneness with the uni-
verse, which is just another

way of saying you save your soul
by good intentions, good deeds,
moral living, et cetera, et cetera.

And Christianity says, “No,
no.No matter how hard you try,
no matter how long you work at
it, you’ll never be able to save
yourself.You must humble your-
self, repent of your personal sin
that’s against absolute truth
that’s recorded in God’s word,
and you need a forgiver from
your sin and a saviour. One has
been provided in Jesus Christ.”

Finally, one last point and it
will hurt me to say this, but I’m
trying to be truthful. I think New
Age is moving rapidly ahead
because Christians and Christian
churches are failing miserably in
demonstrating and presenting
the truth of Biblical Christianity.
Now hear this loud and clear. I
know a lot of people who are in
the New Age Movement and I
can say that many of them are
intelligent, kind, honest, gentle,
open-minded people who sim-
ply fit Jesus’ description in
Matthew 9:36.They’re like sheep
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without a shepherd.
Large numbers of NewAgers

used to go to churches. But after
five or ten years of lifeless lec-
tures about a distant, demanding
God, they said, “I’m sorry,” and
made exits from churches with
stained glass windows to move
on to look for something or
someone or a force, if need be,
that would touch their spirits,
activate their senses, and renew

their hope.
Now partly as a result of the

failure of Christians like you and
me, to represent and communi-
cate the truth of the living Jesus
Christ passionately and prayer-
fully and in the power of a per-
sonal witness, there are millions
of people way out on a broken
limb.These people matter to the
true God. They really do, and
they are sheep without a shep-

herd. It is my prayer that all of us
who know Jesus Christ in a per-
sonal way will do our part to
educate ourselves,to understand
these people, to love these peo-
ple, to interact with them
respectfully, and to lead these
people back, one-by-one to a
truth-filled, vital, satisfying rela-
tionship with the only Saviour in
the world, Jesus Christ.
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The New Age movement is, without a doubt, one of the most popular religious movements of our day.
The New Age message is championed by celebrities, taught in schools, and promoted, often in subtle
ways, by some of today’s most popular movies and television programs. For many people, the New
Age religion has become a preferable alternative to Christianity. Yet what is it about this movement that
holds such appeal? Is what the New Age movement offers truly more preferable than the Gospel? In
answering these questions, we shall consider four basic “doctrines” of the New Age religion in com-
parison to those of Christianity — namely, God, Humanity, Truth, and the Afterlife.

G O D

“There is nothing new under the sun,” says King Solomon in Ecclesiastes 1:9. The truth of this
proverb is borne out by the New Age belief about God — that is, that He is an impersonal energy or
force which is found in every part of the cosmos. This belief represents an ancient pagan religious
outlook known as pantheism (the belief that God is in everything). How does this view run contrary to
that of the Bible? Read Colossians 1:16. What does this verse tell us about God’s relationship to
Creation? Creation’s relationship to God? Is God presented as “impersonal” in the Bible? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

In Romans 1:25, Paul addresses the very same belief in his own day. What was the result of this fail-
ure to acknowledge the Creator (read verses 26-32)?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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While the sin of idol-worship, which Paul is addressing, seems far removed from us today, A. W. Tozer
rightly points out the principle underlying Paul’s words:

“The essence of idolatry is the entertainment of thoughts about God that are unworthy of
Him...Wrong ideas about God are not only the fountain from which the polluted waters of idol-
atry flow; they are themselves idolatrous. The idolater simply imagines things about God and
acts as if they were true.” 1

By eliminating the concept of a personal God, the New Age movement also eliminates man’s obliga-
tion to live in light of the character and revealed will of God. The inevitable result of shifting the focus of
worship from the Creator to his creation is religious and social anarchy. If God were indeed nothing
more than an energy force, would this affect your own ethical and moral standards? Why or why not?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

H U M A N I T Y

The necessary follow-up to the New Age belief that God is “in everything” is that God — that is, the
energy force which pervades the universe — is in us. We, in effect are each individual manifestations
of God. How is this view different from what the Bible teaches about humanity? Read the following
passages and consider how they present man as distinct from God:

Exodus 15:11; Romans 3:23________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
1 Samuel 15:29; Romans 11:29____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Psalm 103:15; Revelation 4:8-9______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think the New Age view that man and God are one is so appealing? By teaching that
man is actually God, the New Age movement fills our most basic desire to control our own destinies
— to create our own future. Again, this “theology” is nothing new, but goes back to the very beginning
of human existence. Read Genesis 3:5-6. What was the essence of Satan’s misrepresentation of
God’s prohibition on eating the fruit? Why do you think Satan chose to say what he did? How did
Adam and Eve respond?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

From that very first sin in the garden until the present time, man’s first and foremost desire has been
to control his own destiny — to be his own God. Can you think of any situation in your life which you
would like to be able to change with the snap of your fingers? Why do you think God has allowed this
situation to continue?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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If it were up to us, we would eliminate every trial and hardship from life — yet it is sometimes these
very hardships and trials which cause us to grow and mature as Christians. Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-
10. Did God correct the situation Paul was going through? What was Paul’s response to this? Is there
any situation in your life that you think God might also be allowing for the sake of your growth and His
glory?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

There are situations, however, which we can change — not because we are gods and have the
power to do so ourselves, but because God chooses to exercise His own sovereign power on our
behalf if only we ask. Read Matthew 7:11. What is the promise of this verse? Take a moment to think
of at least three things in your life that you would like to do, have, or change. Have you asked God for
these things? Do so now.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

T R U T H

According to the Bible, God is the source of all truth. According to the New Age movement, however,
man replaces God — or, to be more precise, becomes God — and therefore becomes his own
source of truth. The inevitable result is relativism — that is, the denial that there is actually only one
Truth, for the truth that one person has may be quite different from that of another person; yet they
are both right because, after all, they are both God. Can you foresee any potential problems with this
relativistic view of truth? Consider the following situations:

A man considers it his “truth” to divorce his wife and remarry. The man’s wife disagrees.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

A co-worker considers it her “truth” to borrow the company car for a holiday drive to the country, even

though this is against company policy._____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

An unlicensed “doctor” considers it his truth to practice medicine, often to the detriment of his unsus-
pecting patients. ______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Can we say that there is a clear “wrong” and clear “right” in any of these situations? By New Age
standards we cannot. Each side has its own truth, and each side is therefore equally right. The co-
worker may be fired, and the doctor imprisoned, yet this is only because the rest of the world does
not accept the validity of their “truths.” As one can see, and as pastor Hybels vividly points out, such
an approach to “truth” is nothing but a recipe for moral anarchy.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

For the Christian, however, truth lies not in the mind of man, but on the pages of the Bible. If God is
the source of truth, then the Bible is the revelation of that truth to us. Read 2 Peter 1:20-21. What
does this passage tell us about the Bible? Keep in mind that the word “prophecy” here refers not just
to predictions of the future, but to the revelation of God’s word, whatever the content and purpose of
it might be. In this sense, all of Scripture is “prophecy.” Was human will an ingredient in the formulation
of Scripture? The word “moved” in verse 21 is the same word used in Acts 27:15 and 17 to refer to
the “driving along” of the ship in the midst of the storm, completely out of control of the sailors on
board. What does this tell you about the role played by the writers of the books of the Bible?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Read John 14:6. What is the “truth” claim of this passage? Does it leave any room for another way to
God?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The New Age view of Jesus, we should note, is that He was simply a man, albeit one who had a
highly enlightened consciousness. Yet what did Jesus have to say about Himself? Read John 10:30.
How did Jesus’ listeners understand Him (read John 10:31-33)?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

T H E A F T E R L I F E

A final result of replacing God with man is that the afterlife becomes a no-lose situation. It would be
nonsensical to think that we could die and live for the rest of eternity in Hell separated from God — for
we are God! According to New Age teaching, reincarnation is assured, and it will continue until we
achieve a final state of enlightened consciousness, at which point we will leave our mortal bodies
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behind and become one with the energy force of the universe. Again, the biblical perspective on the
afterlife is quite different. Read Hebrews 9:27. Does this allow for the possibility of reincarnation? What
does judgment imply (read Matthew 13:40-43)?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Pastor Hybels points out that one of the fundamental reasons for the phenomenal growth of the New
Age movement is the failure of the church to present the truth of biblical Christianity. What are some
ways in which you, as an individual, can do more to present this truth to your family, friends, and
peers?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

1 The Knowledge of the Holy (Harper San Francisco, 1961),3-4.
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T H E N E W A G E M O V E M E N T

Ecclesiastes 1:9

Colossians 1:16

Romans 1:25

Exodus 15:11

Romans 3:23

1 Samuel 15:29

Romans 11:29

Psalm 103:15

Revelation 4:8-9

Genesis 3:5-6

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

Matthew 7:11

2 Peter 1:20-21

Acts 27:15 & 17

John 14:6

John 10:30-33

Hebrews 9:27

Matthew 13:40-43
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W R I T E T O U S …
Are you inspired, moved, or drawn closer to God
by a story you heard in the Living Faith Series?

We would love to hear from you.
Send your comments to:

Christian Fellowship Publishing Editor
6245 W. Howard St.
Niles, Illinois 60714
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A final result of replacing God with man is that the afterlife becomes a no-lose situation. It would be
nonsensical to think that we could die and live for the rest of eternity in Hell separated from God — for
we are God! According to New Age teaching, reincarnation is assured, and it will continue until we
achieve a final state of enlightened consciousness, at which point we will leave our mortal bodies
behind and become one with the energy force of the universe. Again, the biblical perspective on the
afterlife is quite different. Read Hebrews 9:27. Does this allow for the possibility of reincarnation? What
does judgment imply (read Matthew 13:40-43)?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Pastor Hybels points out that one of the fundamental reasons for the phenomenal growth of the New
Age movement is the failure of the church to present the truth of biblical Christianity. What are some
ways in which you, as an individual, can do more to present this truth to your family, friends, and
peers?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

1 The Knowledge of the Holy (Harper San Francisco, 1961),3-4.
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Add These Inspirational Titles
to Your Listening Library

Lessons from the Richest Man Who Ever Lived
Incomparable Insights and Breakthrough Strategies for

Success, Happiness, and Wealth
By Steven Scott

23201CD

A View from the Top
Moving from Success to Significance

By Zig Ziglar
22150CD

Thirsting for God
The Spiritual Lessons of Mother Teresa

With Mother Teresa, Dr. Lou Tartaglia and Fr. Angelo Scolozzi
21690CD

The New Raising Positive Kids in a Negative World
By Zig Ziglar
22720CD

All available from Nightingale-Conant —

Phone: 1-800-525-9000
or visit our website at www.nightingale.com

or for our UK clients
Phone: 01803 666100 • nightingaleconant.co.uk.
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