
Should We Fire God? 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 

 

Chapter 1: 

1. When you think about God and the suffering we endure, what conclusions have 
you come to? 

 • God is real, powerful, and loving and is waiting to end the suffering we all 
experience for some larger purpose. 

 • God is real and powerful but not caring or involved enough to step in. 
Rather, he is watching it unfold with us. 

 • God is real and cares about our suffering yet doesn’t possess the actual 
power to meaningfully intervene in our suffering. 

 • God isn’t real. 

2. Why did you buy this audio book? 

3. What are you hoping it will provide you in this discussion of whether or not God is 
doing his job sufficiently enough to earn our trust and allegiance? 

 

Chapter 2: 

1. When was the first time God really let you down? 

2. In reflection, what reasons do you feel he might have had for doing that? 

3. To you, what is the purpose of faith in Jesus as our Messiah? 

4. What are some of the scenes of suffering you have experienced personally or 
heard about that have most impacted you? What do those scenes do to your faith in 
God? 

5. How do you view the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments? What process 
did you go through to reach that conclusion? 



6. Have you noticed the discussed effect of mirror neurons on you personally? If so, 
describe what that was like. 

 

Chapter 3: 

1. What parts of Gideon’s story (Judges 6–8) resonate with you? 

 • His fearful life prior to God’s messenger speaking with him 

 • His lack of awareness that God was speaking to him through the messenger 

 • His awareness that God had done great things for the Israelites, but, since 
he hadn’t experienced any of those personally, he doubted God would do them 
anymore 

 • Gideon’s anger at God for how his life had gone  

2. If you were in Gideon’s position, do you think you would have followed what God 
was calling you to do? What in your life demonstrates this? 

3. What about Abraham’s story resonates with you? Has God ever appeared to have 
left you hanging the way he seemed to do to Abraham and Sarah? 

4. When you face the level of confusion and frustration that Abraham and Sarah 
must have been feeling, how quickly does your trust in God give out? 

5. Even if you are frustrated with the way God works with people in the Old and 
New Testaments, do you appreciate the honesty that is used to describe life with 
him? 

 

Chapter 4: 

1. When you listen to the account of the mother who let her daughter die, what did 
you think about? Why?  

2. What do you think about what Jesus says in Luke 6:43–45: 

No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is 
recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn bushes, or grapes 

from briers. The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, 



and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the 
overflow of his heart his mouth speaks. (NIV) 

Do you agree? How have you seen this play out in your life? 

3. Is it fair to apply this same reasoning to God? What additional issues does this 
bring up for you? Are these issues primarily emotional or logical? Why would you 
describe them this way? 

4. In the section called “We Don’t Always Get What We Don’t Get,” I talk about 
how parents are responsible for using their larger knowledge pool in their 
parenting. I said good parents do this even when it is frustrating, confusing, or even 
angering to their children. Have you ever experienced that with God? 

5. How do you view the account of Adam and Eve in the Garden with a forbidden 
tree and a serpent? Is it actual fact, poetic description, or complete fiction? What 
influences your view of this? 

6. Do you see the necessity of God’s providing a tree that is off-limits? Do you see 
the connection between our being able to reject God and his guidance and love for us 
and our being free-choosing humans? If we could not reject him, what would be the 
implications for our relationship with him? 

7. Has your view of the role of pain changed as a result of seeing how it impacts and 
saddens God? 

 

Chapter 5: 

1. Do you like technology the way I do? If so, why? 

2. Do you see how speed and clarity are expectations in our culture? To what extent 
are you frustrated when you feel that something is either too slow or too confusing? 
How do you respond to being slowed down or inconvenienced in your day-to-day 
life?  

3. Do you find yourself applying that thought process to your interactions with 
God—do you ever think God has chosen to be either unclear or slow to answer you? 
Reflecting back, can you determine any reason he might have had for doing that? 
How did you respond while you were experiencing his seeming silence? 



4. Why would it have been natural for Elijah to assume that when God spoke it 
would be with great volume and power? Why do you think God valued being 
unexpected by Elijah?  

5. Imagine Elijah were alive and the interaction recorded in 1 Kings 19 were 
occurring today. Now imagine that God wanted to communicate with Elijah in a 
way that would be considered unexpected based on what our cultural expectations 
of him are. How would he go about doing that? 

6. Is it your expectation and understanding that when God speaks to you, it will 
always be on an individual basis? Do you value his guidance just as much when it 
comes through others as when it comes through the Scriptures? 

7. If you are being honest, would you rather just have God give you the “cheats” to 
ensure you a happy, healthy, and prosperous life? 

 

Chapter 6: 

1. Have you ever had to limit your use of available power in a situation for the 
purpose of a greater good? What was that situation? 

2. Do you see why God might need to limit his authority and power for our good? As 
you reflect on that, what do you think about? 

3. How does Jesus’ fictitious story of the father and his two sons that is included in 
Luke chapter 15 describe God the Father’s approach to us? 

4. Do you understand that the father was risking his entire relationship in not 
pursuing his son and making him come home? Does that frustrate you? If so, what 
do you think would have been the result had the father forced his son to come home 
before he was ready? 

5. If we understand that the father in the parable is representing God the Father, 
what are the implications for a father who truly loves his children when those 
children aren’t sure they want anything to do with him? 

6. Do you see the infection that either you still have or (if you have asked Jesus to be 
your antidote) you once had? Do you see the remaining side effects that you carry? 
What are your most present ones? 

7. Do you see the impossibility on your part to provide your own antidote? 



Chapter 7: 

1. What causes spit-laden conversations in your life? 

2. What are the “meat” issues in your life, in your church (if you have one), or in 
your family or neighborhood?  

3. If you had been alive when Peter was announcing his vision of the animals on the 
sheet lowered from heaven, how do you think you would have responded? Do you 
tend to be willing to let God be unpredictable or do you prefer that his interactions 
with you fit into a stable pattern? 

4. Do you equate God’s demonstration of his love for you with his demonstration of 
protection of you? How does Romans 8:35–39 factor into this view? 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? . . . No, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that 

neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (NIV) 

5. Have you ever seen God walk you or someone else through difficulty instead of 
protecting you from it? What did that do to your trust in him? Why? 

 

Chapter 8: 

1. Do you notice the balance of justice and tenderness that God showed Adam and 
Eve in the Garden after their disobedience was uncovered? 

2. As you have listened the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), have you 
noticed how Jesus didn’t seem angry to be here? His earthly life was so much harder 
and his death so much more painful because of our rebellion—but you don’t see him 
stomping around the way we might were we in his position. Remembering that 
Jesus is God the Son, what does that make you think about God’s love for us? What 
does that reveal about him? 

3. Have you ever taken the time to really reflect on how torturous Jesus’ flogging and 
execution were?  



4. Look at how God set up the good news that we could be reconnected with him. He 
took the bulk of the pain and effort upon himself and gives us the opportunity 
through all that pain and sacrifice to walk into this new relationship with him. What 
parts of that reconciliation are you most grateful you don’t have to do? 

5. When you reflect on the shootings of April 16, the deaths on September 11, or 
whatever day seems the darkest to you, can you understand how deeply God 
suffered on those days as well? 

 

Chapter 9: 

1. What makes an audio book like this interesting for you? Why? 

2. How convinced are you that God is truly good, loving, and aware of you and your 
situation right now? Has that changed at all as a result of listening to this audio book 
so far?  

3. If you were sitting with Job and his friends, do you think you would tend to agree 
with them? Or if you arrived on the scene a few thousand years later, in the day of 
the Pharisees, would you have agreed with their belief that people basically get what 
they deserve from God? How has your life demonstrated this belief? 

4. What possible reason would Jesus have for his seemingly unsympathetic 
response to hearing about the men killed by Pilate’s soldiers while they were 
worshiping?  

5. What is the point Jesus is trying to make with his statement: “Unless you repent, 
you too will all perish” (Luke 13:3 NIV)? 

6. How does Jesus’ warning—to keep the central things central—apply to us today? 

7. What issues in our world obscure the fact that we are disconnected from the God 
who created us, the God who desperately wants to provide us the antidote for our 
infection and then be in relationship with us from then on? 

8. What do you think Jesus would say to you if he were physically alive today and you 
had brought him similar news to the words recorded in Luke 13? 

 

 



Chapter 10: 

1. Do you agree or disagree that our culture values the search for, rather than the 
actual finding and living of, spiritual meaning and truth? Why or why not? 

2. Eugene Peterson suggests that we are poorly equipped to handle the 
transcendent. Both because of this fact and as a result of it, we often settle for what 
is really not transcendent. Do you see yourself having settled for less than what is 
truly transcendent? In what way? 

3. How can our desire to not trample someone else’s belief system make it harder for 
us to discover or live out our personal belief system? 

4. What have the Jesus followers around you done to make our culture at large feel 
that following Jesus is not a meaningful path to becoming more whole and 
spiritually connected with God? What have you done/could you do to reverse this? 

5. How cynical are you? What are the implications of your cynicism? How does it 
impact your questions surrounding Jesus or your ability to follow him more closely? 

6. In your everyday life, what factors impact whether you will give someone a fair 
hearing? Be honest. Which of these factors are actually helpful and which should 
you potentially release? Why? 

7. Would you consider yourself to be what Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist 
Denton termed a “moral therapeutic deist”? Either way, would you say that any of 
the beliefs they list (shown on pages 207–208) describe how you view God or God’s 
responsibility set? Do you feel that you have a sense of what the Scriptures say about 
these beliefs? What would that be? 

 

Chapter 11: 

1. In spite of the South Fork Dam’s size, when it was reconstructed a lot of 
shortsighted decisions were made that weakened it unnecessarily—some of those 
decisions were big and some seemed very small. Why did the people involved with 
the repair and building of the hunt club not see the dangerous position they were 
setting up? 

2. If you had been in John Clarke’s job when the dam was showing all those signs of 
weakness, how would you have handled it? 



3. If you had lived in the area and if your livelihood was connected somehow to the 
hunt club, you had heard Clarke’s concerns, and you had seen the leaks, what would 
you have done? 

4. How does the Johnstown people’s experience with ignoring signs of instability 
refl ect our decision to trust a world that is showing just as many cracks and leaks as 
the dam? How also does it impact our desire to share what we believe is the 
solution? 

5. Can you see how living for eight years with the South Fork Dam not breaking 
could lead those around it to conclude incorrectly that it never would break? 

6. What evidence do you have from your life that would indicate what Bazerman 
stated, essentially that the farther you go down a particular path, the harder it is to 
turn from it? 

7. What implications does that have in a culture where fewer and fewer people are 
exposed meaningfully to Jesus in childhood? 

8. What are ways we need to slow down our lives in order to give Jesus a fair 
hearing? 

9. I almost made one of the worst decisions I could make by not making one at all 
(not deciding I was ready to commit to Tracy). Do you see any parallels with your 
own pursuit of God? Do you see how not making a decision to reconnect with God is 
very much a decision in itself? 

 

Chapter 12: 

1. Has this audio book brought up any ideas you hadn’t previously considered in 
your assessment of God’s performance? 

2. Have you ever fallen prey to being judged for your level of emotional response to 
tragedy, or have you judged someone else’s response yourself? 

3. Have you concluded through this chapter that there might be instances where you 
have your guard up too high too often? If so, how will you work to be more trusting 
with and open to others (and in so doing, more closely reflect Christ),  while still 
living in a world where everyone cannot be equally trusted? 



4. Is there room in your view of God for you to be angry, frustrated, or confused by 
him and yet still believe he is handling his job well? 

5. How big and easily accessed is your doubt button? What are some examples of 
when doubt helped you—and when it hurt you? 

6. Once your doubt button is pushed, does all relational development stop? Are you 
willing to consider that we all at times need to doubt our doubt? 

7. If you find yourself confident God is real and much more loving than you had 
thought, what are you going to do with that information? God didn’t do everything 
he has done in order to be agreed with in theory by us. He did it to allow us to enter 
into a relationship with him. Ask him to adopt you—he will. 

 

 

 


