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1. After years of “throwing herself into the Christian 

subculture and trying to grow spiritually,” Catherine 

began to feel disillusioned. In a phrase, she was “bored, 

uninspired, and disappointed with her faith experience.” We 

might call it burnout. Have you ever felt this way? What do 

you think has led to your feeling “burned-out”? Have you 

prayed about it? From whom, if anyone, have you sought 

counsel? What could you do to get motivated? Could you, in 

fact, do anything, or would any remotivating have to come 

from God?

2. When Catherine returned to the U.S. after a life-changing 

mission trip, she started a new ministry: working 

professionally in a strip club, applying the women’s makeup 

before they went onstage. Rebecca, a onetime stripper, we 

learn, was converted through Catherine’s witness. Yet for a 

time, Catherine was actually giving these women some of the 
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tools to better practice their “trade.” This brings up serious 

questions. Should God’s people go into the “cesspools” of the 

world in order to save souls? Should they ever contribute to 

someone’s ability to sin in an effort to bring him or her to 

Christ? In other words, do the ends justify the means? Would 

Rebecca have gotten saved anyway?

3. The authors tell us that, while Christianity is growing in 

places like China, India, and South America, this is not the 

case in the United States. In fact, they say, “‘nonreligious’ has 

become the fastest-growing religious category.” Why do you 

think this is? What started the West on its “fade to black” 

trajectory? What factors have contributed to America’s—and 

the church’s—continued drift away from God?

4. Darren and Jon compare the decline of Western Christianity 

to that scene in Titanic where the string quartet continues to 

play their instruments even as the ship sinks, pretending not 

to notice the ship is going down. Do you think the church is 

merely pretending that their “ship” is going down, or is she 

just plain unaware?
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1. Darren asks some soul-searching questions on pages 12 and 

13, all of which bear reflection: Here’s one: If God were a 

cosmic genie, and you could ask Him for anything, what 

would you ask for?
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2. “For the most part,” we read, “the desires and dreams of 

Christians are the same as non-Christians’. Essentially we 

are dreaming and longing for the same things . . . Maybe 

we’re in worse shape than we thought.” Should Christians 

want the same things that the world does, or, as Darren asks, 

“shouldn’t out dreams be fueled by a different story?”? What 

should we wish for? Read Colossians 3:1–2 and Matthew 

6:19–21. How do these verses speak to this question?

3. Read the quotes from Culture Jam on page 14. Thinking of 

your own day-to-day life, do you live a “designer” life as 

described by Lasn? How many “free, spontaneous minutes” 

do you have in the cycle Lasn depicted? Are your dreams in 

keeping with those of the “bulk of our population”?

4. Darren summarizes his apple-picking story by saying, “All 

too often we turn down the infinitely valuable in exchange 

for the trivial.” Where can you find examples of this in 

twenty-first-century America? What valuable things are we 

exchanging for the “rotting apple”? What “rotting apples” 

do you find yourself running after?
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1. “As Western Christians we sometimes suffer from this 

‘silver medal syndrome,’” the authors write. “Though we 

have the highest standard of living in recorded history, we 

never quite seem to have enough.” That brings to mind 
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the late Howard Hughes, one of the wealthiest men in the 

world in his day. When asked, “What would it take to make 

you happy?” his reply was, “Just a little bit more.” Do you 

think the same way? In spite of anything you may have, do 

you always find yourself wanting more? How much would 

it take to satisfy you? How long would you be satisfied with 

that? Would you ever truly be satisfied? Why or why not?

2. In speaking of fashions and trends, the authors use the term 

“perceived obsolescence.” When a new product, comes out, 

are you the first to buy it, or do you wait until some of the 

frenzy has died down—or forget it altogether? What if there’s 

an upgrade? Take for instance the iPad. Every time there’s 

a new “generation,” do you just have to have it? What about 

clothing? Do you seem to be in a never-ending flurry of clothes 

replacement because something that was all the rage last year 

is no longer “in”? Or, like Jon’s dad, do you do the “ugly stroll” 

from time to time (maybe even for a looong time)?

3. Reread the short section titled “A New Cultural Rhythm” on 

page 34. Is the cycle that Leonard presents consistent with 

your own life’s “rhythm”? How much time do you spend 

enjoying your family as compared to sitting in front of the 

TV? Do you spend more time at the mall, ogling the latest 

designs and gadgets, than you do getting “physical” outdoors 

or at the gym? Are you having to work longer and harder 

than ever to pay for the things you’ve acquired? How can you 

change your rhythm? Would it take a couple of baby steps, or 

a radical shift in your thinking and your activities?
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4. What do the authors say is the first thing one should do to 

break the cycle of greed and take hold of real life? (See page 

35.) Do you agree? What stands in the way of your taking 

that step?

5. Do you ever catch yourself “calculating the cost-to-

benefit ratio” of your friendships? (Be honest.) In which 

relationships do you feel you’re being shortchanged? Are 

there others in which you’re getting much more than you’re 

“putting in”? Is this deliberate? Would you categorize 

yourself as more of a giver than a taker? If you’re a taker, are 

you willing to put the “balance sheet” away and start giving 

without seeking to get?
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1. In the quote at the beginning of the chapter, Richard Rohr 

says, “Have you been loved well by someone? So well that 

you feel confident that person will receive you and will 

forgive your worst crime? That’s the kind of security the 

soul receives from God.” But the question is, do you feel that 

you have that kind of security? Are you confident—every 

day—that there’s no sin that would take you “too far” for 

God’s forgiveness? Or are there times when you feel you’ve 

crossed a line and God couldn’t possibly have any more grace 

for you? What scriptures counter that myth?



2. Jon confesses that after he and Darren came to America, 

both filled with passion for God and for the lost, it 

wasn’t long until “somehow the pressures and stress and 

distraction and struggles and planning and cares and critics 

had slowly won us over. . . . We’d lost the passion for Jesus.”

Where are you on the passion index these days? Do you 

have the same fire and zeal you once had, or have the 

busyness and care of the American lifestyle begun to affect 

your passion for Christ? Has your loss of passion affected 

your church attendance? your availability for ministry 

involvement? your devotional time?

3. Sometimes the opposite can happen. Rather than stepping 

back from Christian service, you can become like the Ephesian 

church: heavy on “deeds,” “more industrious than ever,” and 

even mildly evangelistic—but doing it all out of a sense of duty 

rather than a passion for Christ. Is that you? Have you lost your 

first love? Can you echo the sentiment of the writer who said, 

“I felt like I was an infomercial for God—and I didn’t even use 

the product”? What does it take to remain passionately in love 

with Jesus? To keep an individual and a community of believers 

filled with the love and life of God?

4. Is your pastor a “SuperPastor”? If so, are you counting on him 

(or her) to keep you inspired? What would happen if, perhaps 

because of his own personal struggles or a “dry” season in 

his life, his preaching suddenly no longer got you “fired up”? 

Would you—and maybe the rest of the congregation too—

start looking for another SuperPastor? another church?
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1. Reflect for a moment on Billy Graham’s response in the 

interview at the beginning of the chapter. Do you agree 

with his response? Is it right to strongly support an 

individual who has fallen into sin and disgrace, or should we 

distance ourselves from such a person until he or she “gets 

it right”? What’s the reasoning behind your choice? Can you 

scripturally support your response?

2. Jon says that he was taken aback when a coworker told him, 

“You must hate me now that you know I’m gay . . . because 

you’re a Christian, and all Christians hate gay people.” 

Do you know someone who is gay who has that same 

impression? Do you give off that impression? What about 

your church? If a gay individual attended a service, would 

he feel a hatred toward himself, his sin, both, or neither? 

How should the church respond to gays who enter their 

congregations? to adulterers? to drug addicts? How did Jesus 

treat people who struggled with sin?

3. The fact is, we all struggle with sin. As the authors wrote, 

“Our sinful nature isn’t an occasional temptation; it’s the 

defining influence in our lives.” They go on, then, on page 

70, to list four examples. Using their same format, name your 

primary struggle (hint: there’s probably more than one):

I crave _________________, so I _________________

________________________.



4. C. S. Lewis once said that no one knows how bad he is until 

he has tried very hard to be good. When has that proved 

true for you? What did you try so hard to do—or not do—

only to discover how “bad” you really are? Why couldn’t 

you control your behavior? What should you do now?

5. Jon’s story of “Pooooooh!” is a brilliant analogy of sin and 

the convicted (or self-condemned) sinner’s reaction. When 

have you had an “accident” and then tried to clean it up 

yourself? What was the result? Were you successful, or did 

your efforts only make the mess bigger and set you up for a 

greater moral failure? What would you do differently now 

during the same struggle?
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1. Simon’s story in the opening of the chapter is a sad example 

of a child who has suffered one of the worst kinds of 

betrayal. Has anyone betrayed you, as did Simon’s parents, 

in the same or a similar way? Were you abandoned? 

molested? abused? What has been your response to your 

betrayers? Have you forgiven them? Can you? If you can’t, 

do you even want to try, or, like Jonah, are you waiting with 

bated breath for your offenders to “gets theirs”?

2. Revisit the section titled “A Special Kind of Brutality,” which 

discusses both the Assyrians’ atrocities and Hitlers’. Now 
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think about some events that have taken place over the last 

decade, specifically, the assassinations of Saddam Hussein 

and Osama bin Laden. Do you feel any sadness that these 

individuals died without God? Do you wish they could have 

a second chance, or do you hope they’re burning in hell? 

Thinking now of still-living terrorists, do you pray that 

they will come to the light of Christ, or do you hope that 

someone just blows them up? In other words, do you want 

grace for them, or judgment? Would you feel differently if 

someone you know and love were involved in their “cause”?

3. What if, instead Jesus’ grace, He gave you what you really 

deserve for your sins? What punishment do you feel you 

deserve, based on the severity and number of your sins? 

What do you really deserve? Is it any less than what a mass 

murderer, a child rapist, or a world terrorist deserves? Does 

the size or degree of the sin matter to God, or is sin, sin? 

Does it take more grace for a big sin than a small one?

4. In this chapter, we read about the slayings of five Amish 

children, then the subsequent suicide of their killer. What 

do you think about the community attending the shooter’s 

funeral? Was that really necessary? Do you think God 

required it, or should those affected just have stayed home 

and tended to their own emotional wounds? Could you have 

practiced “Amish forgiveness” if your loved one had been 

killed that day, or would you have hated the slayer? What 

do you think of the victims’ parents’ decision to financially 

support the gunman’s family?
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5. Have you recently forgiven someone who has done 

“immense hurt” to you? Should you also seek to reconcile 

with this offender, or, for wisdom’s or safety’s sake, should 

you draw the line at forgiveness? If you’re uncertain, have 

you sought counsel to help you determine what’s in your 

best interests? (You should.)
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1. Read the demon Screwtape’s advice to Wormwood in the 

epigraph at the beginning of the chapter. Are you currently 

looking for a new church? Why? Was there a legitimate 

reason for leaving your former church, or—be honest 

here—are you just “church shopping,” on the hunt for “the 

perfect church”? Can an individual find the “perfect church” 

for him or her? If so, will it stay perfect? If so, for how long? 

If not, why? What could make the perfect church sink into 

“imperfection”?

2. How would it impact the church if, rather than complaining 

about the style or volume of the worship music, we’d stop 

and remember that worship is not about (or for) us—it’s for 

God? Would it change your own enthusiasm if, even when 

the songs are not to your liking, you remembered that 

they were written as praise to God? Have you ever found 

yourself worshipping wholeheartedly even when you didn’t 

like the song or the musical style? What enabled you to 

engage in enthusiastic worship, even if you were “getting 
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nothing out of it” personally? If that has never happened, 

are you willing to lay aside your own musical preferences to 

worship God with abandon?

3. Time for more honesty. Do you tend to go to church to 

“get” or to “give”? If you find that you go to church most 

often to receive, what do you expect from your preacher, 

worship leader, or choir? To what do you contribute this 

expectation? If you go to give, what do you add to the 

service? To whom do you offer it?

4. Reflect on some of the movies and television shows named 

in this chapter. Do you find yourself buying into some of 

the lies generated by these films? Which ones? Does your 

lifestyle, dress, or conduct in any way reflect a belief in “the 

story we’ve been sold”? What do you do that is—beyond a 

doubt—informed by something or someone you’ve watched 

on TV or on the big screen? If so, what character do you 

admire? In what ways do you try to emulate him or her?

5. In this chapter, the authors state that “we cannot live 

independently of other believers and only think of our 

own needs. We become a part of a body, the family.” 

Furthermore, Paul said that “no individual brick is big 

enough to contain the presence of God. It’s all of us coming 

together . . . that creates a community big enough for God 

to truly be present in.” Based on this text—and any other 

reasoning you might come up with on your own—what 

would you say to the person who tells you, “Oh, I don’t have 

to go to church to be a Christian”?
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1. What efforts do you make to be accepted or to gain the 

approval of others? To what lengths have you gone to avoid 

rejection? Have you ever gone to ridiculous lengths? How 

ridiculous? To what lengths are you going right now to get 

attention or to impress someone? Are any of these efforts to 

gain—or keep—God’s love or forgiveness?

2. If you have a Facebook, or other social network account, 

do you occasionally (or more than occasionally) post 

exaggerated—or downright false—information on your 

profile in order to reveal a side of you that doesn’t exist (e.g., 

including an interest in “indie music and film so that we 

appear to have a unique and artsy side”). If so, why do you 

do this? Would the outcome be as pivotal as you think if 

you edited your page to project “you and only you”? What 

“friends” would you lose if you did?

3. Is there a sin in your life that you’ve been keeping to 

yourself—but shouldn’t? If so, what would happen if you 

suddenly blurted it out in the middle of a small-group 

meeting or Sunday school class the way the cheating 

husband did in this chapter? Do you think you’d receive 

love and acceptance, or rejection and condemnation from 

your spiritual community? Would you feel relief at finally 

“getting it all out,” or do you fear that your revelation would 

open up a can of worms that would lead to great personal 

loss, isolation, and even denunciation by those to whom you 

confessed?
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1. Are you preaching the gospel, or living the gospel, or both? 

What’s the difference? Do you agree with Darren’s initial 

assessment of the Christian singer who is trying to “live 

the gospel” without preaching it? Do you feel that she was 

“losing her way”? Can a person do one (preach versus live 

the gospel, or vice versa) at the expense of the other? If it’s 

necessary to do both, is one more important than the other? 

Which one? How are you “living” the gospel?

2. What effect did reading global poverty, HIV, and child 

mortality numbers have on you? When you hear or read 

about the world’s many overwhelming crises, which of 

these best describes your response?

a. I send money to help out.

b. I pray more and harder about the situation.

c. I find a way to get physically involved in relief efforts.

d. I don’t do anything, because the problem is just too big 

to fix.

Are you satisfied with your response? Do you think God 

is? If not, what changes can you make that will please God?

3. Who do you allow in your mental “greenroom”? Who do 

you—intentionally or unintentionally—exclude? From whose 

greenroom have you been or are you being excluded? How 
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did/does it make you feel? Who might you be willing to let 

in now? Whom did Jesus let in, even though he was harshly 

judged for it?

4. In this chapter, the authors introduced us to Willow Creek’s 

“C.A.R.S.” program, which reached out to women who had 

suffered from the “domino effect” and helped them in a 

tangible way. Who in your community is suffering? What 

could your church do to tangibly help these people? Have you 

suggested it to the leaders or your church, or would you be 

willing to? What if you were asked to spearhead the effort?
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1. Most Christians have heard an abundance of sermons 

peppered with the promises of Christ. But have those 

promises (e.g., Mark 11:23–24) “panned out” for you, 

personally? Or, as the authors wrote, could it be that “your 

marriage is a disappointment . . . your ministry has been 

a failure . . . a loved one has died . . . your child is far from 

God . . . [or] you are wrestling with a major illness”? If so, 

are you disappointed with Jesus, or, like the children of 

Israel, are you “tenaciously clinging” to your hope in Him, 

refusing to be dissuaded? If you’ve lost your faith, what 

would it take to turn your despair into renewed hope?
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2. In the story of Josh and his battle with pornography, Lynne 

became a beacon of light, love, and hope to someone who 

had fallen, lost it all, and just about given up. Who do you 

know who has fallen into sin and been subsequently rejected, 

perhaps by your entire church? Did you contribute to that 

person’s pain? Whether or not you did, what could you do 

today to breathe new life into that person’s situation and 

restore the hope that has been lost? Are you willing to step 

out in faith?

E P I L O G U E

1. After sharing some of America’s “history of the 

unmistakable activity of God,” the authors tell us that “in 

other parts of the world, God is moving in breathtaking 

power.” We have already established that this is not the case 

in the U.S. What would bring the move and presence of God 

back to our nation so that we could once more experience 

the kind of movement witnessed in the 1850s? Is the ball in 

our court, or God’s? If ours, then what would we need to do 

to experience a “fresh work of God” in our midst?


