
This discussion guide is designed for a four-week group 
study of Prototype. Within each week, the questions are 
broken out by chapter so you can adjust for a shorter or 
longer study as best fits your needs. Feel free to focus on 
the questions or issues that resonate the most with your 
group; the guide is intended to be a starting point for 
deeper conversation, community, and spiritual growth, so 
use it as a base and let God guide your time together.
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Week one: Read chapters 1 and 2

Chapter 1: Identity

1. Jonathan Martin tells his story of being “the boy on the 
bike” and his friend’s story of being “the girl on the 
trampoline.” Think back over your life—how would 
you describe who you were at the time when you were 
most purely and naturally connected to God?

2. Read Mark 5:1-20. What does Jonathan identify about 
the crowd’s fear? Do you agree “it is much scarier to 
encounter people who are sane”? Can you think of 
another biblical example of this?

3. Why does Jonathan think people who come to 
understand God’s love for them describe the feeling as 
a homecoming? Consider a time when you “came home” 
and what it felt like; how does your experience compare 
to Jonathan’s description?

4. Jonathan admits he doesn’t often feel like he’s “together” 
enough to be a pastor. Can you relate to this admission? 
What qualities do you think are important for a pastor to 
have? Think about a key component of your own identity 
(parent, professional, sibling, child, colleague)—what 
qualities are important to your sense of identity? Do you 
always feel confident in them? How might your feelings 
change if you fully embraced your identity as God’s 
beloved as Jonathan describes?
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5. What if the ultimate goal of everything Jesus said and 
did was not just to get us to believe certain things about 
Him, but for us to become like Him? What would that 
look like in your life? How would it change the way 
you live?

Chapter 2: Beloved

1. Jonathan says he’s “coming to believe that fear is at the 
heart of all sin and disaffection.” Why is this so? What 
fears does he specifically highlight as examples? Do you 
believe it is ever appropriate, or good, to be afraid? Think 
about the fears in your own life—which category do they 
fall into? What would it feel like to be free of them?

2. When was the last time you stopped long enough to 
enjoy and appreciate the beauty of nature or music or 
art? When was the last time you felt truly and deeply 
loved? How would you describe that feeling?

3. Read David’s description of God’s love in Psalm 
139:1-18. Which verses speak to you the most? What 
do they mean to you?

4. What does Jonathan say is the most pronounced 
difference between David’s and Saul’s early lives, and 
how did it affect them? Which one bears more 
resemblance to your own childhood? What impact 
would you say this aspect of your life has had on your 
understanding of and relationship to God?
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5. What does Jonathan consider Jesus’ defining moment 
that set the course for everything He would do and 
become? Have you had such a defining moment in your 
own life? If so, describe it. If not, what stops you from 
asking God for one?

Week two: Read chapters 3 and 4 

Chapter 3: Obscurity

1. What does Jonathan define as “the wilderness” and what 
are its characteristics? Why might God call some people 
there? What would you tell someone who feels they are 
experiencing God’s displeasure?

2. Jonathan says there is one way we can always identify 
the devil’s voice. What is it? Do you agree or disagree? 
What do you think might help tune that voice out the 
next time you hear it?

3. What are your thoughts on technology, such as cell 
phones, e-mail, and social media? How much do you 
rely on them? Do you agree that part of the appeal 
is that they make us feel needed, important, and 
valuable? What might be positive and/or negative 
about that?

4. Would you say you are comfortable with silence? 
Explain. Do you have times of solitude with God? If so, 
what do you feel is the benefit? If not, how might you 
make time for solitude this week?
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Chapter 4: Calling

1. Jonathan says, “It’s always the most unlikely people who 
do the most astonishingly beautiful good work in God’s 
Kingdom.” What examples does he give? What others 
can you think of from Scripture, history, or your own 
life? What makes these people “unlikely” and how does 
God use them in spite of (or through) their perceived 
weaknesses? What is one of your own weaknesses that 
God has found a way to use for your calling?

2. Why is “liars, dreamers, and misfits” a special phrase to 
Jonathan? Think of the different kinds of community in 
your life and the people within them who are important 
to you. What words, lyrics, or phrases might you use to 
describe yourselves as a community?

3. Jonathan retells the biblical story of the woman who 
poured oil on Jesus’ feet. Have you ever made an 
extravagant gesture to show God how much you love 
Him—and did others think you were crazy? Consider 
what might please God as a gift from your heart.

Week three: Read chapters 5, 6, and 7

Chapter 5: Wounds

1. “It’s not exactly an icebreaker for a party,” Jonathan 
acknowledges, “but if we really wanted to get to know 
each other, we would ask to see each other’s scars.” 
What are the potential benefits of allowing others to 
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know about the things that have hurt or damaged us? 
What are the risks? In what ways do you consider Jesus 
our prototype when it comes to being vulnerable about 
his wounds?

2. Everyone knows what it is to be bullied, to be 
displaced, to be labeled, to be left out. What does it 
mean to you to have a God who experienced all of 
those things? Can you think of any in your social circle 
(at church, at work, etc.) whom you suspect might be 
experiencing these feelings now? In what way might 
you reach out to them this week and let them know 
they’re not alone?

3. Jonathan says, “One of my baseline assumptions about 
ministry is that God is already wherever I’m headed, and 
I’m just there to help folks recognize Him. . . . We 
believed God’s presence was strongly with us in the 
same way He’s present whenever anybody really loves 
someone.” How is this similar to or different from your 
own beliefs and practices about sharing God’s love with 
others, particularly strangers?

4. Discuss Blake’s story. Why does Jonathan say that 
“sometimes the sacred thing . . . is simply to shut up”? 
Have you ever found this to be true in your own life? 
How was it true in his relationship with Blake?

5. What issues are you wrestling with right now? Reread 
the verses at the end of this chapter and write down 
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these words: Don’t stop until the sun is up. Put them in 
your car, on your fridge, in your Bible—somewhere you 
will see them every day. And hang on.

Chapter 6: Resurrection

1. Jonathan describes his experience of trying to get back 
to his grandmother’s house. Think of a place from your 
past to which you’d like to go back. What made that 
place special or sacred to you?

2. “Resurrection changes everything.” What does that 
phrase mean to you? What hopes or fears does it stir in 
your soul?

3. What is your reaction to the events described in 
Matthew 27? Do you agree with Jonathan that “if you 
find it simply comforting, you’re not thinking about it 
hard enough”?

4. What does it tell you about the character of God 
that when doubters ask for proof, He is willing to 
deliver it?

Chapter 7: Sacraments

1. Why do you think Jesus so often used touch to heal?

2. What has been your own experience with baptism? Do 
you think there is a place for arguments over exactly 
what occurs in the act of baptism and how it should be 
expressed?
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3. Why does Jonathan refer to acts such as foot washing 
and anointing with oil as “futuristic rites”? What about 
these acts makes them futuristic?

4. What do you think it means to “touch [someone] on 
God’s behalf ”? Was there a time in your life when you 
did this this or it was done to you?

5. Jonathan shares his childhood fear that God would 
smite him for not being holy enough for Communion. 
When you were a child, did you have any irrational 
fears or beliefs about God? How did they inform your 
faith journey?

Week four: Read chapters 8 and 9 and the epilogue

Chapter 8: Community

1. Have you ever been overcome in an unexpected way 
during a worship service? What about the experience 
moved, excited, unnerved, or energized you?

2. Name some reasons to “stay in the pew” and some to 
get out and dance.

3. What are some ways the Renovatus family cared for 
Dianne’s soul through caring for her body? What were 
their risks in doing so? What do you think these actions 
showed Dianne about the way Jesus loves her?

4. Do you believe that the human body is sacred? How 
might your belief one way or the other inform your 
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views on social issues such as abortion, human 
trafficking, organ donation, the death penalty, treatment 
of prisoners, and others?

5. Do you think you can have a relationship with Jesus but 
not the church? Why or why not?

Chapter 9: Witness

1. Why does Jonathan say the world does not need 
heroes—it needs witnesses?

2. What examples does Jonathan give of witnesses? Who 
are others you might name?

3. What are some actions you might take to bring God’s 
Kingdom to your own corner of community—your 
office or your neighborhood block?

4. Jonathan asks: “Do you have any idea what’s at stake in 
your understanding who you really are?” What would 
he say is at stake? How would you answer his question 
today?

Epilogue: Letter to a Ravaged Bride

1. In his letter, Jonathan describes the church as a “ravaged 
bride.” How would you describe it? If you were to write 
your own letter to the church at large, what would you 
want to say?

2. How does Jonathan’s letter affect you? If you were to 
write him a response, what would you say to him?


