
The

RestoRation



P R I S C I L L A ’ S  
F R I E N D S H I P  S A L A D

Ingredients:
1 head lettuce
3 slices swiss cheese
1 (10 ounce) box frozen peas
1 large onion, chopped
1 tablespoon sugar
5 tablespoons mayonnaise 
½ pound bacon, fried and crumbled
2 eggs, hard boiled and sliced or chopped

Tear lettuce into small pieces and layer in large serving bowl. Tear 
swiss cheese into pieces and layer over lettuce. Layer peas and onion. 
Sprinkle sugar over all then spread with mayonnaise. Cover and let 
stand in refrigerator two to three hours. Before serving, top with crum-
bled bacon and chopped egg. Toss and serve.



D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S :

1. Priscilla was in a predicament falling for two men at the same time. 
To make matters worse, both Elam and David were vying for her 
attention. Have you or someone you know ever had two suitors at 
the same time? If so, how did you handle the situation?

2. Elam was worried about not having enough money to buy a home 
for him and Priscilla. Was he wrong in letting money hold him back 
from marrying her? Could they have lived with one of their parents 
until they had enough money saved to build a house? Should Elam 
have told Priscilla the reason he hadn’t proposed? 
 

3. David cared for Priscilla, but was it right for him to pursue her, 
knowing Elam loved her, too? Should David have walked away 
from his feelings? Did he really want to be Amish, or was it simply 
so he could get close to Priscilla? 

4. What challenges did David face after living the English life for twenty-
four years and then deciding to become Amish? Would you be able to 
give up all the material things the English are used to having?

5. After twenty-five years, Cora finally found her son Adam. Should 
she have tried harder to explain how sorry she was for messing up 
his life, or should she have held back, for fear of pushing him fur-
ther away? After years of separation, if you were to find your adult 
child, would you be able to hold back like Cora did, knowing Adam 
was in the same community? Did Cora give up too easily trying to 
locate her first husband and children? Would you have kept trying 
no matter how long it took?

6. If you were Adam and grew up knowing your mother or father 
abandoned you but crossed paths with that parent as an adult, 
would you be able to forgive your parent after hearing the reasons 
he or she left? Would your forgiveness have taken as long as Adam’s 



did, or could you forgive right away in order to build a relationship? 
Would you try to inflict emotional pain on your parent because it 
had been done to you?

7. There comes a time when parents have to show their children that 
they can be trusted, but they need to discern when to allow them 
to do certain things, such as letting them go places with friends. 
Should Cora have kept a tighter rein on her son Jared instead of giv-
ing him so much freedom in things he wanted to do? When should 
a parent step in and say no if their child wants to do something? 

8. Was it right for Cora not to tell her second husband, who was 
English, about her earlier life in the Amish community? Was it the 
wrong time for her to blurt out that information when they were 
waiting for news about their son, Jared? 

9. Should Elaine have let Jonah know sooner that she still loved him, 
even though he was still grieving for Sara? If not, how long should 
she have waited? If you were Jonah, having had three relationships 
that failed in different ways, would you give up on love and mar-
riage or keep trying, hoping to find the right mate?

10. Was it right for Elaine to keep Ben waiting for an answer to his 
proposal, when deep down she’d never given up her feelings and 
hopes of getting back with Jonah? If you were Ben, would you have 
been able to immediately come face-to-face with your suspicions, 
knowing Elaine wasn’t sure about her feelings for you? Was he too 
patient about waiting, too complacent? 

11. If someone hit you, would you be able to “turn the other cheek” like 
the Amish do? Would you be able not to strike back or retaliate in 
any way?

12. Several Bible verses were quoted at different times throughout 
this story. Were there any special verses in this book that spoke to 
your heart? If so, what were they, and how did they bolster your 
faith in God?
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