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DisCUssiOn QUEsTiOns

 1. The story is set in German-occupied Brussels, where Eve 
Marche and other Allied agents must watch their every 
move against the enemy’s secret police. Can you imagine 
yourself as a spy during that time? What would be your 
primary motivation? Patriotism, survival, compassion, 
thrill-seeking, faith, or something else?

 2. After her ordeal in Louvain, Eve suffers enormous guilt and 
despair. She takes outlandish risks, hides her emotions, and 
harbors a most dreaded secret from Simon. The experi-
ence of trauma can take the form of shell shock (today’s 
post-traumatic stress disorder.) Has someone you know 
struggled with this disorder? How did they get help?

 3. Belgians living under German occupation rebelled by 
forming secret underground groups to thwart the enemy 
and aid the Allies. This clandestine activity only increased 
measures by the German secret police to ferret out Allied 
spies and recruit double agents. Did you have any early 
suspicions as to the identity of the alleged enemy agent, 
Pi? What was your reasoning?
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 4. In the story, Eve has received God’s forgiveness for the 
young boy’s death but cannot forgive herself. Only by His 
examples of love through Simon, and His allowing her to 
save Nikki’s life does she come to realize God has always 
been there for her, waiting for her to accept His mercy. 
Guilt and shame are emotions we can all identify with. 
Has there ever been a time when guilt has been a stumbling 
block in your life? How did God help you through it?

 5. Eve’s mother, Louise, is a talented lace maker, using her 
skill to weave secret Allied information into her lace. Zoe 
Marche and Monsieur Tulle code enemy troop information 
using a “shopping list,” passing the list on to the British by 
way of a hollowed-out broom handle or mended laundry.  
Can you think of a method you might employ to transmit 
secret information during that time? Use your imagination!

 6. Nikki and Michel are determined to join the French army 
and fight for the Allies, despite being only fourteen years 
old. Throughout history, young men have gone off to war, 
even lying about their age in order to enlist. What do you 
think motivates these boys? Does today’s commercial vio-
lence contribute to that factor? Technology? Do you see 
a possible solution?

 7. Eve’s character was based on several real-life heroines, 
brave women who risked their lives to save their country-
men. Is there a man or woman, past or present, whom you 
consider your hero/heroine? What qualities about them 
do you admire most?

 8. Who was your favorite character in High as the Heavens? 
Why?
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