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Seek God, Not Sin

This is what seeking God can do for you. So I ask: 
When have you—or have you ever—sought God with 
your whole heart?

A Beginner’s Guide to Pondering

As I continued through my meditations of the book of Ecclesias-
tes, I developed this list. I share this with you not to promote the 
idea that seeking and knowing God can be accomplished through 
formulae. God is relational. However, this list serves as a tool 
for pondering the many ways God intersects my life and where 
I need His wisdom.

 1. Prepare a time and place to pray through this list on my 
own.
• Ponder: What is my world doing to me?
• What am I doing to my world?
• Where is God at work in my world?
• How could I join Him in His work?

 2. Reflect on:
• My relationship with God—First grade through 

twelfth, what “grade” am I in right now in relationship 
with God? What must you do to graduate to the next 
grade?

• God’s purpose for my life—Can I summarize it?
• My priorities and activities
• What is God currently doing in my life?
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• What is He wanting me to step out in faith and trust 
Him with?

• My values—what is He affirming? What is He convict-
ing me of that I need to change?

• My direction (Where will I be ten years from today? 
What should I be doing now in order to get there?)

• My convictions
• My commitments
• The general state and trajectory of my life—be ruth-

lessly honest—where is it taking me?
 3. Take inventory of the resources God has given me.

• How does God want to use my personality?
• What are my talents, and how does God want to use 

them?
• How has God trained me, and what other training 

does He want me to pursue?
• What are my spiritual gifts, and how does God want 

to use them?
• What are my convictions? What has He uniquely gifted 

me to do?
 4. Consider what God expects of me:

• In my relationships
• In my job
• In my church
• In my community

 5. So what? Aspire to new territories: What is God giving 
me a vision, a passion, and a desire for? What would I 
do, what would I attempt, if I knew I could not fail?



Notes

Chapter 2: Fear God, Not Men

1. From the preface of A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of  the Holy 
(Glendale, CA: Bibliotech Press edition, 2016).

2. A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of  God (Mockingbird Classics edi-
tion, 2016).

3. Wilbur E. Rees, $3.00 Worth of  God (King of Prussia, PA: 
Judson Press, 1971), 104–105.

4. Patrick Morley, The Man in the Mirror (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 1989).

Chapter 3: Love God, Not the World

1. Charles Colson, Loving God (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
1987).

Chapter 5: Obey God, Not Your Feelings

1. Adapted from Terri Roberts and Jeanette Windle, Forgiven 
(Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 2015).

2. C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (HarperCollins).
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Chapter 6: Worship God, Not Comfort

1. Readings in St. John’s Gospel (Compiled from the Gifford 
Lectures, Glasgow, between 1932–1934 by Temple). First published in 
two volumes in 1939, 1940, Macmillan & Company, St. Martin Press.

2. In a sermon titled “The Freedom of the Truth,” given by 
Timothy J. Keller at Redeemer Presbyterian Church, May 8, 1994.

Chapter 7: Serve God, Not Self

1. George Bernard Shaw, Man and Superman, Epistle Dedicatory 
to Arthur Bingham Walkley (1903), 29.

Epilogue

1. This essay was adapted from a sermon by Dr. James Allan 
Francis, titled “Arise, Sir Knight!” in The Real Jesus and Other Ser-
mons (Philadelphia: Judson Press, 1926), 123–124.
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