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FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION

What divisions do you see in our world today?

What has been your experience with Christian
community?

In your own words, why is unity within the church
important?
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THE WORST NIGHT OF
SOMEONE ELSE’S LIFE

The Prayer Prayed for Us



FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
How has prayer helped you in the midst of trial?

What jumps out at you from Jesus’ prayer?

What types of behavior keep Jesus followers from living

as oner
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WHEN SHARKS DANCE

The Example Set before Us



FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
Why do Christians treat one another like sharks?

How can you “dance” more like a Christian and less like
a shark?

Who are the people in your life—maybe even the difficult
people—whom God is calling you to love? What can you
do to demonstrate love to them?
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SHEER GENIUS

The Plan Laid for Us



FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
Why is an aspen stand a good metaphor for Christian
community?

When in life have you experienced the benefits of working
with others?

What excuses do you make or defenses do you set up to
avoid building relationships with those around you?

How have your relationships with other Christ followers
strengthened your relationship with Jesus?
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KEEP ONE EYE ON
THE FISH, THE OTHER
ON THE BEAR

The Challenge Ahead of Us



FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION

When it comes to evangelism, why are both the “what”
and the “how” important? What happens when we
concentrate on one at the expense of the other?

Which of the three myths resonate with you? How have
you seen these myths inflict harm in your life?

What tools does the evil one use to distract you from what
God is calling you to do?

How can you stay focused on Christ and create a healthy
culture within your community?
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A STORY ABOUT GUNS

1In the Presence of Humility



FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION

How have you personally experienced the negative
consequences of pride?

What keeps you from celebrating the accomplishments
of others?

What habits can you adopt to become a better listener?

Whom has God placed in your life who can help you grow
in humility?
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AT SOME POINT ALL
OF OUR MOVIES STINK

The Hard Work of Collaboration



FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION

What comes to mind when you hear the words “creative
collaboration”?

How well do you respond to constructive criticism?

What steps can you take to become more aware of your

blind spots?

Whom is God calling you to invite into the creative
process?
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THE DISCLAIMER

The Hard Work You Do Alone



FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION

What would it look like to increase your level of
productivity?

List habits that will help you become a better worker.



LIFE AND DEATH

Grace and Grumbling in Our Words



FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
What steps can you take to control your speech?

How is God calling you to use your words to build up
others?

Choose one of the practical rules from this chapter. How
would incorporating this action into your life improve
your relationships?



THE COLOR OF
A COBRA’S EYES

The Poison of Gossip



FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION
Why is gossip so destructive?

How would the “speakerphone” principle affect your
p Y p p y
conversations?

Why is the “different kind of whisper” so important?

How can you use your words to “breathe life” into the
people around you?
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HANG ON TO THAT
RED SHIRT

Entering the Trouble of Another



A

Look for creative Endure with
collaborations tenacious hope

Create space for
dialogue

A FRAMEWORK FOR CONSTRUCTIVE CONVERSATION



FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION

Whom in your life is God calling you to “struggle
alongside?”

Whom do you call when the trials of life hit? Have you
made yourself available for others to call you?

)

Why is it important for Jesus followers to “enter the chaos’
of their communities?

How is your local church embodying the Incarnation?
What steps can you take to get involved with that activity?
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THE JESUS ANSWER

Lessons Learned in Ferguson



FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION

List some of your own sinful motivations that negatively
affect your community. What would it look like to invite
God to heal those parts of your life?

What are some unlikely partnerships that you can create?
What next step is God calling you to take?

How can you promote unity within your Christian
community and work toward Jesus’ prayer for oneness?
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ANSWERED PRAYER

How the World Could Still Change



FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION

What tensions currently divide your community?

What would it look like for you to “bridge the gap”and

promote reconciliation?
How is Jesus calling you to be an agent of peace?

What messy but necessary conversations do you need
to have?
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