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INTRODUCTION 
 

Easy Reading for ESL Students – Starter 1 is a 
comprehensive reader designed especially for beginning 
and intermediate students of English as a Second 
Language. The book was developed and tested by full-time 
teachers of English.  
 
There are twelve short stories. Each story is designed to 
engage students in a well-rounded language learning 
experience. There are vocabulary, comprehension, 
speaking, and writing exercises following each story.   
 
The stories are entertaining and have plot twists and 
surprise endings. Teachers of English as a Second 
Language will enjoy using them to engage students on a 
wide range of topics and interests. 
 
The stories are short (300 – 400 words). Each story and its 
exercises can be completed in 60 minutes. 
 
This book is for everybody who wants to improve their 
English. It’s fun to learn English by reading interesting 
stories. 
 
You can also download a free audio version of the book 
read by a professional actor. See page 76. 
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A CHAT WITH A LION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ian loves flying. He loves looking at the country from the 

sky. He loves the feeling of freedom when he flies. Ian’s 
hobby is hang-gliding.  

Ian is a lucky young man. Why? Hang-gliding is not just 
his hobby. It is also his work. He often tests hang-gliders 
and small planes for a big company. 

Ian often travels – Canada, Mexico, Madagascar, 
Argentina, Japan, Australia, New Zealand. He goes hang-
gliding all over the world. 

One day he is hang-gliding near Cape Town, South 
Africa. The country is beautiful. He sees mountains, rocks, 
forests and the blue ocean. Ian is very excited. 

Suddenly a strong wind starts blowing. Ian flies up and 
down, to the left and to the right. He can’t control his hang-
glider. 

For an hour Ian is in the air. Then suddenly he begins to 
come down.  

“Oh no!” Ian yells. He is flying into a zoo. He is flying 
very low now. He sees the animals – antelopes, zebras, 
elephants, giraffes and lions. 

“Oh dear, not lions, please, not lions!” Ian yells. 
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Ian lands in the lion’s enclosure. Two lions are lying just 
200 feet away from him.  

The lions see him. One of the lions gets up and slowly 
walks towards Ian. Ian is terrified. 

“Please do not hurt me,” Ian says to the lion. I like cats. I 
have a cat at home. His name is Peanut.” 

The lion stops. It looks at Ian. Then it turns around and  
walks away. 

Suddenly Ian hears a helicopter. The helicopter lands 
near Ian, and Ian gets into the helicopter. He is safe. 

“Thank you,” Ian says to the man in the helicopter. 
“You’re a lucky man,” the man says. “The lion is not 

hungry.” 
“I think the lion knows I like cats,” Ian says, and he 

smiles. 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   l   i   o   n . 

2.   z  __  b  __  a . 

3.   g  __  r   a  __  f   e .  

4.   e  __  e   p  __  a   n   t . 

5.   o  __  e  __  n . 

6.   f  __  r  __  s   t . 

7.   m  __  u   n  __  a   i   n . 

8.   r   o  __  k . 

 
 

the king of the jungle 

it has black & white stripes 

it has a long neck 

it has a long trunk 

a lot of water 

a lot of trees 

Mount Everest 

a stone 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   c   h   a   t . 

2.   t   e  __  t . 

3.   b  __  o   w . 

4.   c  __  n   t  __  o   l . 

5.  __  e   l   l . 

6.   h  __  r   t . 

7.   h   e  __  r . 

8.   l  __  n   d . 

 
 

small talk 

to try out new things 

wind does it 

to make things work as you want 

to speak loudly 

to cause pain 

to use your ears 

to come onto the ground 
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.  Ian loves looking at the country from the ocean. 
     b.  Ian loves looking at the country from the sky. 
 
2.  a.  Ian loves the feeling of security. 
     b.  Ian loves the feeling of freedom. 
 
3.  a.  Ian is a lucky young man. 
     b.  Ian is a happy young man. 
 
4.  a.  When Ian flies, he is sad. 
     b.  When Ian flies, he is excited. 
 
5.  a.  Ian sees lions. He is terrified. 
     b.  Ian sees lions. He is excited. 
 
6.  a.  Ian gets into the helicopter. He is safe. 
     b.  Ian gets into the helicopter. He is in danger. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     Ian can’t control his hang-glider. 

        1     The wind starts blowing. 

2.   ___   Ian lands in the lion’s enclosure. 

      ___   Ian begins to come down. 

3.   ___   The lion sees Ian. 

      ___   The lion gets up. 

4.   ___   The helicopter lands. 

      ___   Ian is safe. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Ian loves flying because     e  .  

Ian is a lucky young man because   ___ 

Ian can’t control the hang-glider because   ___ 

The lion gets up because   ___  

Ian is terrified because   ___  

Ian is safe because   ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

a strong wind starts blowing. 

his hobby is his work, too. 

it sees Ian. 

he gets into the helicopter. 

he loves the feeling of freedom when he flies. 

the lion walks towards him. 

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  What is Ian’s hobby? 

2.  What is Ian’s work? 

3.  Where does Ian travel?  

4.  Where is Ian hang-gliding? 

5.  Where does Ian land? 

6.  Who helps Ian? 

 

In the lion’s enclosure. 

All around the world. 

Testing hang-gliders. 

A man in a helicopter. 

Hang-gliding. 

Near Cape Town. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

travels 

towards 

enclosure 

smiles 

antelopes 

hobby 

 
1.  Hang-gliding is Ian’s   hobby           . 

2.  Ian ____________ all around the world. 

3.  Ian sees ____________ and other animals. 

4.  Ian lands in the lion’s ____________. 

5.  The lion gets up and slowly walks ____________ Ian. 

6.  Ian is safe. He is happy. He ____________. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  Ian’s hobby is watching animals. Right? 

       No, it is not. His hobby is hang-gliding.                        . 

2.  Ian makes hang-gliders and small planes. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  Ian travels only to South Africa. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  Ian flies into the forest. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  The lion walks towards Ian. Ian is very happy. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 
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JACK 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John walks into a pet store. He wants to get a pet. 
Maybe a cat or a dog. John is not sure. He wants to talk to 
a sales clerk about it. 

“Hello!” somebody yells.  
John looks around him, but he doesn’t see anybody. 

There are a lot of animals in the store – dogs, cats, rabbits, 
birds, fish. There are also turtles and snakes. But John 
doesn’t see any people. So who is speaking?  

Then a sales clerk comes. “Good morning,” he says. 
“Can I help you, sir?” 

“Yes, please. I want to get a pet,” John says. “I feel 
lonely sometimes. You know? I want a friend.” 

“Well,” the sales clerk says. “Dogs are usually good 
friends. I can sell you a Labrador. This one costs $1,000. 
Cats are also good friends. I can sell you a Persian cat. 
This one costs $500. And if you are too busy, I can sell you 
a gold fish. This one costs $100.” 

“Hello!” somebody yells. 
“Who is that talking?” John asks. 
The sales clerk smiles. “That’s Jack – the parrot over 

there.” 
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John looks at the parrot. It is a big parrot. It is red, green 
and blue. 

“Are parrots good friends?” John asks. 
“Well,” the sales clerk says. “They can be.”  
“How much is the parrot?” John asks. 
“This parrot is free. Take him if you want.” 
John takes the parrot. He brings him home. He can’t 

understand why the parrot was free. He is so beautiful, and 
he can speak! 

John wakes up in the middle of the night. He hears his 
alarm clock. He gets up and looks at his alarm clock. It’s 
3:30 in the morning. He doesn’t understand. He set his 
alarm clock for 6:30. 

Then he hears the alarm clock again. But the sound is 
not coming from his alarm clock. It’s Jack. 

“Hello!” Jack yells. “Good morning, John!” 
“Good morning, Jack,” John says. Now he understands 

why Jack was free. He is a little joker. He can imitate the 
alarm clock. John is not very happy about this, but he can’t 
say he feels lonely. 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   c   a   t . 

2.   t  __  r  __  l   e . 

3.   s  __  a  __   e .  

4.   d  __   g . 

5.   p  __  r   r  __  t . 

6.   r  __  b  __  i   t . 

7.   c  __  e  __   k . 

8.  __  o   k __  r . 

 
 

a favorite pet 

a very slow animal 

often a dangerous animal 

a pet – man’s best friend 

a bird that can speak 

an animal with long ears 

he works in a store 

he makes jokes 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   s   o   m   e   t   i   m   e   s . 

2.   u  __  u  __  l   l   y . 

3.   c  __  s    t .  

4.   b   u  __  y . 

5.   b  __  i  __  g . 

6.   s  __  t . 

7.   s  __  u  __  d . 

8.   i   m   __  t  __  t   e . 

 
 

not often 

very often 

price 

a lot of work 

to take with you 

choose time on a clock 

something that you hear 

to copy something 
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.   John walks into a grocery store.   
     b.   John walks into a pet store. 
 
2.  a.   John wants to buy dog food. 
     b.   John wants to buy a pet. 
 
3.  a.   John talks to a sales clerk in the pet store. 
     b.   John talks to a friend in the pet store. 
 
4.  a.   John gets a dog 
     b.   John gets a parrot. 
        
5.  a.   The parrot cost $1,000. 
     b.   The parrot was free. 
 
6.  a.   The parrot can imitate an alarm clock. 
     b.   The parrot can set an alarm clock. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     “Hello,” somebody yells.      

        1     John walks into a pet store.      

2.   ___   John talks to the sales clerk. 

      ___   John gets a parrot. 

3.   ___   John brings the parrot home. 

      ___   John wakes up in the middle of the night. 

4.   ___   John looks at his alarm clock. 

      ___   John hears his alarm clock. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

John walks into a pet store because     e  . 

John wants to buy a pet because   ___    

John speaks to the sales clerk because   ___ 

The sales clerk offers John a dog because   ___  

John wakes up at 3:30 because  ___  

The parrot was for free because  ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

he feels lonely sometimes. 

dogs are usually good friends. 

he hears an alarm. 

he is a little joker. 

he wants to buy a pet.  

he doesn’t know which pet is a good friend.   

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  What does John want to get? 

2.  How does John feel? 

3.  Where does John go? 

4.  Who does John speak to? 

5.  What does John get? 

6.  When does John wake up? 

To a pet store. 

The sales clerk. 

A parrot. 

At 3:30.  

Lonely. 

A pet. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

maybe 

free 

hears 

wakes up 

lonely 

sure 

 
1.  John lives alone. He feels   lonely             sometimes. 

2.  He wants to get a pet – ____________ a dog or a cat. 

3.  He is not ____________ about that. 

4.  He doesn’t pay for the parrot. He is ____________. 

5.  John is sleeping, but suddenly he ____________. 

6.  He wakes up because he ____________ the alarm. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  John goes to the pet store to buy dog food. Right? 

       No, he doesn’t. He goes to the pet shop to buy a pet.  . 

2.  John wants to talk to a parrot. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  Snakes are usually good friends. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  The parrot costs $1,000. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  The parrot can imitate the sound of John’s car. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 
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TREE HUGGERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ann lives in a little house near the woods. She is not 

married, and she has no children. Ann lives alone. 
Ann works at a restaurant. She is a waitress.  
In her free time she likes to go hiking in the woods. She 

likes being outside very much.  
Ann is a busy woman, but she feels lonely sometimes. 
She has a sister. Her name is Betty. But Betty is married 

and has two children. Betty rarely talks to Ann.  
Ann has a few friends, but they are also married and 

have children. They don’t have much time for Ann. 
One day Ann watches a TV show about people who hug 

trees. 
“A tree is your best friend,” the woman on TV says. “Hug 

a tree, and you will feel the positive energy entering your 
body.” 

Ann doesn’t believe it. But one day when she is hiking in 
the woods, she tries it. She is surprised. She really feels 
something positive. She feels good. 

One evening, Ann feels lonely and sad. She calls her 
sister, but her sister doesn’t have time to talk to her. She is 
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cooking. Ann calls a friend, but she doesn’t answer her 
phone. 

Ann goes for a walk in the woods. It’s getting dark, but 
she wants to hug a tree. She finds a big tree and hugs it. 
She closes her eyes. She feels good.  

Suddenly she feels a hand. She screams and opens her 
eyes. A man is hugging the tree from the other side. He is a 
tree hugger like Ann. 

Ann and the man start laughing. They talk. Ann likes the 
man, and he likes her.  

From that day on they go for walks together. Ann has a 
new friend. A year later they get married.  
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   t   r   e   e .  

2.   w  __  o  __  s .   

3.   w  __  i   t  __  e   s   s .   

4.   o  __  t  __  i   d   e .    

5.   e  __  e  __  g   y .     

6.   b  __  d   y .       

7.   w   a  __  k . 

8.   h  __  k  __  n   g .   
 

it grows in a forest 

many trees 

she works in a restaurant 

opposite of inside 

power 

physical structure 

moving your feet 

long walks in the woods 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   a   l   o   n   e .    

2.   r  __  r   e  __  y .      

3.   p  __  s   i  __  i   v   e .   

4.   s  __  d .      

5.   a  __  s   w  __  r .      

6.   l  __  u  __  h .      

7.   m  __  r   r  __  e    d .      

8.   l  __  t   t  __  e .      

opposite of with somebody 

opposite of often 

opposite of negative 

opposite of happy 

opposite of ask 

opposite of cry 

opposite of single 

opposite of big 

 
 



19 
 

II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.   Ann lives near the fields.   
     b.   Ann lives near the woods. 
 
2.  a.   Ann lives with her husband and two children. 
     b.   Ann lives alone. 
 
3.  a.   Ann works in a restaurant. 
     b.   Ann works in a store. 
 
4.  a.   Ann has a brother. 
     b.   Ann has a sister. 
 
5.  a.   Ann watches a TV show about tree muggers. 
     b.   Ann watches a TV show about tree huggers. 
 
6.  a.   Ann goes into the woods and hugs a tree. 
     b.   Ann goes into the woods and hugs a man. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     Ann tries to hug a tree.      

        1     Ann watches a TV show about tree huggers.      

2.   ___   Ann calls her sister.    

      ___   Ann feels sad. 

3.   ___   Ann finds a big tree. 

      ___   Ann hugs the big tree. 

4.   ___   Ann feels a hand. 

      ___   Ann screams. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Ann feels lonely sometimes because     e  .  

Ann goes often hiking because   ___ 

Ann hugs a tree because   ___ 

Ann calls her sister because   ___  

Ann’s sister can’t talk to Ann because   ___  

Ann screams because   ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

she feels a hand. 

she wants to try it. 

she is cooking. 

she is sad. 

she lives alone.  

she likes being outside.  

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  Where does Ann live? 

2.  What does Ann do? 

3.  Where does Ann work? 

4.  Does Ann have friends? 

5.  How does Ann feel? 

6.  What does Ann feel? 

She’s a waitress. 

Yes, a few. 

Lonely. 

A hand.  

Near the woods. 

In a restaurant. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

finds 

dark 

hug 

believe 

tries 

surprised 

 
1.  Ann doesn’t   believe           the woman on TV. 

2.  But one day she ____________ to hug a tree. 

3.  She is ____________. She feels some positive energy. 

4.  It’s ____________, but Ann goes into the woods. 

5.  She wants to ____________ a tree.  

6.  She ____________ a big tree and hugs it. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  Ann has a few children. Right?   

       No, she doesn’t. She has no children.                         . 

2.  Ann likes jogging in the woods. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  Ann’s sister is busy. She’s eating. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  Ann wants to cut down a tree. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  Ann screams. She feels a foot. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 
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EDDY GOES FOR A WALK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eddy is waiting at a bus stop. A bus arrives and the door 
opens. An old woman gets on the bus. She pays and takes 
a seat. A young man gets on the bus. He pays and takes a 
seat. A little boy gets on the bus. He pays and takes a seat. 

Then Eddy gets on the bus. He doesn’t pay, and he 
doesn’t take a seat. He sits on the floor near the door. 

The driver smiles. “Hi Eddy,” he says. “How are you 
today?” 

Eddy looks at the driver. Eddy doesn’t smile. He doesn’t 
say anything. 

The driver closes the door and drives along the street. 
Eddy counts the bus stops.  

The first bus stop – the school. Eddy doesn’t move. The 
second bus stop – the church. Eddy doesn’t move. The 
third bus stop – the shopping mall. Eddy doesn’t move. The 
fourth bus stop – the park. Eddy gets off the bus. 

“Bye, Eddy,” the driver calls. “See you soon.” 
Eddy doesn’t say anything. He runs to the park. He is 

very happy.  
Eddy is a strange passenger. Why? He is just one foot 

tall and has four legs. Eddy is a dog.  
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Eddy is Mrs. Brown’s dog. Mrs. Brown walks Eddy every 
day in the park, but she has a broken leg now. She can’t 
walk him. Eddy knows the way to the park, so he walks 
himself. 

Eddy stays in the park for thirty minutes, and then he 
goes back home. He takes the bus again, of course. 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   a   r   r   i   v   e .   

2.   o  __  e   n .   

3.   g   e   t    __ __ 

4.   s  __  t .   

5.   p  __  y .   

6.   s   o  __  n .    

7.   a  __  o    __  g . 

8.   n  __  a   r .    
 

opposite of leave 

opposite of close 

opposite of get off 

opposite of stand 

opposite of get for free 

opposite of in a long time 

opposite of across 

opposite of far 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   s   e   a   t .   

2.   c  __  u  __  t .   

3.   m   o  __  e . 

4.   c  __  l   l .   

5.   c   h  __  r  __  h .   

6.   s   c  __  o  __  l .   

7.   s  __  i  __  e .   

8.   s   t  __  a   n  __  e .   
 
 

people sit on it 

1+ 1 = 2 

A                   B 

to cry out  

a place where people pray 

a place where people study 

to make a happy face 

not usual 
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.   Eddy is waiting at the bus station.   
     b.   Eddy is waiting at a bus stop. 
 
2.  a.   A bus arrives and the door closes. 
     b.   A bus arrives and the door opens. 
 
3.  a.   People get on the bus and take their seats. 
     b.   People get on the bus and stand on their seats. 
 
4.  a.   Eddy gets on the bus. He takes a seat. 
     b.   Eddy gets on the bus. He sits on the floor. 
 
5.  a.   Eddy goes to the park. 
     b.   Eddy goes to the church. 
 
6.  a.   Mrs. Brown has a broken arm. 
     b.   Mrs. Brown has a broken leg. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     Eddy gets on the bus.   

        1     Eddy waits for the bus. 

2.   ___   The bus driver drives along the street. 

      ___   The bus driver closes the door. 

3.   ___   Eddy counts the bus stops. 

      ___   Eddy gets off the bus. 

4.   ___   Eddy walks himself in the park. 

      ___   Eddy goes home. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Eddy is waiting at the bus stop because     e  .  

The people pay for the bus ride because   ___ 

 Eddy doesn’t pay for the bus ride because   ___ 

 Eddy counts the bus stops because   ___  

 Eddy is happy because   ___  

 Eddy walks himself because   ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

the bus ride is not free. 

Mrs. Brown has a broken leg and can’t walk him. 

he likes walking in the park. 

he is a dog. 

he wants to take a bus.  

he wants to know where to get off the bus.  

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  What is Eddy waiting for? 

2.  Who do the people pay? 

3.  Why doesn’t Eddy pay? 

4.  Where is Eddy going? 

5.  What does Eddy say? 

6.  How does Eddy get back home? 

He is a dog. 

Nothing. 

A bus. 

He takes the bus. 

The driver. 

To the park. 
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IV.  WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

floor 

broken 

himself 

passenger 

waiting 

of course 

 
1.  Eddy is   waiting           for a bus. 

2.  Eddy is a strange ____________. 

3.  Eddy sits on the ____________. 

4.  Eddy walks ____________. 

5.  Mrs. Brown has a ____________ leg. 

6.  Eddy goes back home by bus again, ____________. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  Eddy is waiting for a train. Right? 

       No, he is not. He is waiting for a bus.                          . 

2.  Eddy gets on the bus and takes a seat. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  Eddy gets off the bus at the shopping mall. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  Eddy washes himself in the park. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  Eddy is a big cat. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

 



28 
 

ONE MINUTE OF HORROR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnny is very happy. Today is graduation day. After 
many years of studying he finally becomes an engineer – 
an expert on pipes. 

Tonight he is going to get together with his classmates, 
and they are going to celebrate. 

At six o’clock in the evening they meet in a pub – four 
friends Johnny, Mike, Luc and Eric. They talk, sing and 
dance. They have a great time. 

At ten o’clock Mike gets an idea. “There’s a swimming 
pool nearby,” he says. “Let’s go there for a swim.” 

“It’s closed,” Johnny says. “We can’t go swimming now.” 
“Yes, we can,” Luc says. “We can climb over the fence.” 
“We can do anything today,” Eric says. 
The four friends go to the swimming pool. They climb 

over the fence. They swim for a while and play in the water 
like little children. 

Then Johnny sees a big diving board. “Watch me,” he 
says.” He climbs the diving board. He is up very high now. 

“Come down, Johnny,” Eric says. “Don’t dive. It’s too 
high.” 
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But Johnny doesn’t listen. “Don’t worry,” he says and 
jumps. 

Johnny is in the water. He is in very deep water. He 
wants to swim up, but he can’t. The water is pulling him 
down. 

Johnny doesn’t understand what is happening to him. 
Suddenly he is inside a big pipe. The water is pulling him 
somewhere. But where? Where is he going? He doesn’t 
see anything. Everything is black. He is terrified. 

One minute later Johnny’s ride ends in a creek. He is 
safe. 

Now Johnny understands. The workers are emptying the 
swimming pool.  

 “I’m an expert on pipes,” Johnny says later to his 
friends. “But this pipe was too much for me.” 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   h   o   r   r   o   r . 

2.   g   r   a  __  u   a  __  i   o  n . 

3.   e   x  __  e  __  t . 

4.   c   l  __  s   s  __  a   t   e . 

5.   p  __  b .    

6.    f  __  n  __  e . 

7.    r  __  d   e . 

8.    c  __  e  __  k . 

 
 

terror 

end of school 

has a special skill 

in the same class 

a bar 

a wall around a house 

sitting and moving 

a very small river 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   b   e   c   o   m   e . 

2.   c   e  __  e   b  __  a   t   e . . 

3.   c  __  i  __   b . 

4.   w  __  r  __  y . 

5.  __  u   m   p .  

6.   p  __  l   l . 

7.   e  __  p  __  y . 

8.   d  __  v   e . 

 

 
 

to begin to be something 

to do something special 

to move up or down 

to be unhappy or anxious 

to push yourself off 

to move towards you 

having nothing inside 

to jump into the water  
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.   Johnny is happy. Today is his birthday. 
     b.   Johnny is happy. Today is his graduation day. 
 
2.  a.   Johnny becomes an electrician. 
     b.   Johnny becomes an engineer. 
 
3.  a.   Johnny is going to celebrate with his classmates. 
     b.   Johnny is going to celebrate with his parents. 
 
4.  a.   Johnny and his friends meet in a park. 
     b.   Johnny and his friends meet in a pub. 
 
5.  a.   Johnny and his friends go to a swimming pool. 
     b.   Johnny and his friends go to a swimming school. 
 
6.  a.   The water pulls Johnny into a pipe. 
     b.   The water pulls Johnny into a swimming pool. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     Johnny is happy. It’s graduation day. 

        1     Johnny finishes university.       

2.   ___   Johnny meets his friend in a pub. 

      ___   Johnny has a great time in the pub. 

3.   ___    Johnny jumps from the diving board. 

      ___   Johnny and his friends go to a swimming pool. 

4.   ___   The water pulls Johnny into a pipe. 

      ___   Johnny’s ride ends in a creek. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Johnny is very happy because     e  .  

Johnny and his friends meet in a pub because   ___ 

Johnny and his friends climb the fence because   ___ 

Johnny climbs the diving board because  ___  

The water pulls Johnny into the pipe because   ___  

Johnny is safe because   ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

the swimming pool is closed.   

the workers are emptying the swimming pool.  

his ride ends in a creek.  

they want to celebrate.  

today is graduation day. 

he wants to jump from the diving board.  

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  What does Johnny become? 

2.  Who does he celebrate with? 

3.  Where do they celebrate? 

4.  Where do they go? 

5.  What do they do in the pool? 

6.  Where does Johnny end up?  

In a pub. 

They swim. 

An expert on pipes. 

To a swimming pool. 

In a creek. 

His classmates. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

deep 

closed 

together 

safe 

terrified 

nearby 

 
1.  Johnny and his friends celebrate   together        . 

2.  They go to a swimming pool ____________. 

3.  The swimming pool is not open. It is ____________. 

4.  Johnny jumps. He is in ___________ water.  

5.  Johnny is in a pipe. He is ____________. 

6.  Johnny is in a creek. He is ____________. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  Johnny becomes an expert on riding. Right? 

       No, he doesn’t. He becomes an expert on pipes.        . 

2.  Johnny and his friends celebrate in a church. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  They swim and play in the water for a long time. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  Johnny jumps into the water from the fence. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  Johnny is in the pipe for ten minutes. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 
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A GUARD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ellen comes home and counts her chickens. “Oh no!” 

she says. “One chicken is missing again!” 
Ellen is a farmer. She has a little farm. She breeds 

chickens, geese and ducks. She likes it very much. 
But Ellen has a problem. Her problem is that a thief 

often steals from her farm. 
One day Ellen goes to the pub and talks to the people 

about her problem. 
“Get a guard,” the people say. 
“I don’t have money to pay a guard,” Ellen says. 
“I know a good guard, and he is not expensive,” old Bill 

says. His name is Frank. He is seven feet tall (213 cm) and 
weighs 300 pounds (136 kg). And listen to this: He can run 
30 miles per hour (48 km/h).” 

“You’re joking, right?” Ellen says. 
“No, I am not,” Bill says. 
“How much money does Frank want?” Ellen asks. 
“Frank does not want money,” Bill answers. 
“So what does he want?” Ellen asks. 
“He works for food.” 
“For food?” Ellen is surprised. “Does he eat a lot?” 
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“Not much,” Bill says. 
“And what does he eat?” Ellen is smiling. She is sure old 

Bill is joking. 
“Mostly leaves and seeds,” Bill answers. 
Ellen starts laughing. “I want Frank. Tell him he can start 

working for me tomorrow.” Ellen laughs again. 
The next morning a truck stops in front of Ellen’s farm. 

Bill gets out of the truck, and then Frank gets out of the 
truck. Ellen can’t believe her eyes. Frank is a huge bird – 
an ostrich. 

Ellen has a guard now. Nobody dares to steal from her 
farm anymore. 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   b   i   r   d . 

2.   c  __  i   c   k  __  n . 

3.   g  __  e  __  e . 

4.   d  __  c   k . 

5.   o   s  __  r   i  __  h . 

6.   l   e  __  v  __  s . 

7.   s  __  e  __  s . 

8.  f  __  r   m . 

 

 

an animal that can fly 

a bird that people often eat 

domesticated birds 

a domesticated bird 

a bird that can run fast 

they grow on trees 

people plant them 

a place for animals 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   c   o   u   n   t . 

2.   b  __  e  __  d . 

3.   s  __   e  __  l . 

4.   m  __  s    s . 

5.   w  __  i  __  h . 

6.   b  __  l   i   e  __  e . 

7.   d  __  r   e . 

8.   g   e   t    o   u  __  __  f . 

 
 

to find out number of … 

to produce babies 

to take somebody’s things 

something is not in the place 

to determine the weight 

to accept something as true 

to do something dangerous 

opposite of get in 
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.   Ellen steals chickens, geese and ducks. 
     b.   Ellen breeds chickens, geese and ducks. 
 
2.  a.   Ellen counts her chickens. One is flying. 
     b.   Ellen counts her chickens. One is missing. 
 
3.  a.   Ellen talks to people about her problem. 
     b.   Ellen talks to the police about her problem. 
 
4.  a.   The people tell her to get a guard. 
     b.   The people tell her to get married. 
 
5.  a.   Frank can shoot faster than any man. 
     b.   Frank can run faster than any man.  
 
6.  a.   Frank is a security guard. 
     b.   Frank is a huge bird. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     Ellen counts her chickens.   

        1     Ellen comes home. 

2.   ___   Ellen talks to the people in the pub. 

      ___   The people tell her to get a guard. 

3.   ___   Ellen wants Frank as a guard. 

      ___   Old Bill tells Ellen about Frank. 

4.   ___   A truck stops in front of Ellen’s farm. 

      ___   Frank gets out of the truck. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Ellen is angry because     e  .  

Ellen talks to people because   ___ 

Frank is a very good runner because   ___ 

Ellen wants Frank because   ___  

Ellen is surprised when she sees Frank because   ___  

Nobody steals from Ellen’s farm because   ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

he works for food and doesn’t eat much. 

she needs help. 

he can run faster than any man. 

Ellen has a good guard.  

one chicken is missing. 

Frank is not a man. He is a bird.  

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  Who is Ellen? 

2.  What does Ellen breed? 

3.  Who steals from Ellen? 

4.  Where does Ellen go? 

5.  Who does she talk to? 

6.  Who is a good guard? 

A thief. 

A farmer. 

To the pub. 

The people in the pub. 

The Ostrich, Frank. 

Chickens. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

thief 

huge 

surprised 

anymore 

guard 

expensive 

 
1.  A   thief               steals from Ellen’s farm. 

2.  She needs a ____________.       

3.  Bill knows a guard who is not ____________. 

4.  The guard is a ____________ bird – an ostrich. 

5.  Ellen sees Frank. She is ____________. 

6.  Nobody steals from Ellen’s farm ____________. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  Ellen breeds horses. Right? 

       No, she doesn’t. She breeds chickens.                       . 

2.  A thief steals from her pub. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  Ellen goes to the police. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  Ellen needs a gardener. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  Frank is a huge man. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 
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THE SAILING ADVENTURE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry is a ten-year-old boy. He is playing games on his 
cell phone. 

“Turn it off,” his father says. “And go study. You’re 
always playing with your cell phone, and I don’t like it.” 

Jerry’s father is angry. “Put the cell phone into the 
drawer. Don’t touch it for two weeks.” 

“But Dad …” 
“There’s no but,” Jerry’s father says. 
Jerry has three good friends. Their names are Brian, 

Vlad and Frank. 
The next day the four friends meet. “I have an idea,” 

Brian says. “I have a tractor tire in the basement. We can 
go sailing in the river next Saturday. Everybody has to 
bring something useful.” 

The following Saturday they meet at the river. Brian has 
the big tractor tire. “We can sail in this,” he says. Frank has 
two oars. “We need oars to row,” he says. Vlad has some 
food and drinks. “We will need some food and drinks when 
we are hungry and thirsty.” 

Jerry has nothing in his hands. “What do you have, 
Jerry?” his friends ask.  
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“I have a cell phone,” Jerry says. 
“What do we need a cell phone for?” Brian asks. 
“To play games,” Jerry answers. 
“OK,” Brian says. Why not?” 
The four friends get in the tire and start to sail. 

Everything is fine. They are very excited. 
Suddenly the water begins to flow faster. They try to 

control their boat, but they can’t. 
“We have a problem,” Brian says. “There is a big 

waterfall not far from here. “We are going to die.” 
“No, we are not,” Jerry says. He takes out his cell phone 

and calls his father. 
“How come you have a cell phone, Jerry?” his father 

says. He is angry. 
“Listen Dad,” Jerry says. “There’s no time for this. We 

have a problem. We’re sailing in the river. We can’t control 
the boat. The waterfall is close. Please help us!” 

Five minutes later a boat comes to help the boys – just 
in time. 

Is Jerry’s father angry with Jerry? No, he is not. He is 
proud of him. He buys him a new cell phone. 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   a   d   v   e   n   t   u   r   e .    
.  

2.   c  __  l   l    p  __  o   n   e .     

3.   d  __  a   w  __  r .     

4.   t   r  __  c   t  __  r .      

5.   t  __  r   e .   

6.   o  __  r .   

7.   b  __  s   e   m  __  n   t .     

8.   w  __  t   e   r   f  __  l   l .     

 
 

an exciting experience 

a phone you can carry 

in a piece of furniture 

you can see it on a farm 

rubber for wheels 

for rowing a boat 

a room under the ground 

water that falls 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   t   u   r   n    o   f   f .     

2.   t  __  u  __  h .     

3.   s  __  i   l .     

4.   a  __  g  __  y .     

5.   u  __  e   f  __  l .     

6.   h  __  n   g  __  y .     

7.   t  __  i   r  __  t   y .     

8.   e  __  c   i  __  e   d .     

 
 

opposite of turn on 

to put your hand on 

to travel across water 

to feel negative emotions 

helps you 

wanting to eat 

wanting to drink 

feeling very happy  
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.   Jerry is a twenty-year old boy. 
     b.   Jerry is a ten-year old boy. 
 
2.  a.   Jerry likes to play with his cell phone. 
     b.   Jerry likes to play with his football. 
 
3.  a.   Brian brings a tractor tire. 
     b.   Brian brings a truck tire. 
 
4.  a.   Everybody brings a cell phone. 
     b.   Jerry brings a cell phone. 
 
5.  a.   Jerry and his friends drive a tractor. 
     b.   Jerry and his friends sail in the river. 
 
6.  a.   They are in danger. Jerry calls his friend. 
     b.   They are in danger. Jerry calls his father. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     Jerry’s father gets angry.  

        1     Jerry plays with his cell phone.  

2.   ___   Jerry meets his friends. 

      ___   Brian has an idea. 

3.   ___   The boys go sailing in the river. 

      ___   Brian brings a tractor tire. 

4.   ___   Jerry calls his father. 

      ___   The boys have a problem. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Jerry’s father is angry because     e  .  

Brian brings a tractor tire because   ___ 

Frank brings two oars because   ___ 

Vlad brings some food and drinks because   ___  

The boys can’t control their boat because   ___  

Jerry calls his father because   ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

they need to move the boat along the river. 

they need help.  

the river is flowing too fast.  

they will be hungry and thirsty. 

Jerry is always playing games on his cell phone.  

he wants to sail in it with his friends.  

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  What does Jerry often play? 

2.  Who gets angry with Jerry? 

3.  What does Brian bring? 

4.  Where does he want to sail? 

5.  Why do they need oars? 

6.  How does Jerry’s father feel? 

To row. 

Proud. 

Games on his phone. 

In the river. 

His father. 

A tractor tire. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

sailing 

die 

idea 

close 

control 

proud 

 
1.   Brian has a tractor tire. He has an   idea              .  

2.  Jerry and his friends go ____________ in the river. 

3.  The boys can’t ____________ their boat. 

4.  A waterfall is ____________. 

5.  Brian is worried they are going to ____________. 

6.  Jerry’s father is ____________ of his son. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  Jerry has only one friend. Right? 

       No, he doesn’t. He has three friends.                          . 

2.  Brian has a tractor tire in his attic. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  Brian wants to go flying. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  The boys’ problem is a water snake. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  At the end Jerry’s father is angry with Jerry. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 
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ONE HUNDRED THIEVES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A little girl comes out of a house and walks into the 

garden. Her name is Cindy, and she is ten years old. She 
has a bowl of dog food in her hands. But where is the dog? 
No dog comes to get the food. 

Cindy starts to throw the dog food into the grass.  
A crow shows up and sits on the telephone line. Then 

another and another. Suddenly there are a hundred crows 
sitting on the telephone line and waiting.  

Cindy walks back into the house. The crows fly into the 
garden and eat. 

Cindy does this every day. Every day she feeds crows 
with dog food. She loves the crows, and they love her. 

One day Cindy sees something shiny on the deck in 
back of the house. She picks it up. It’s a gold ring. It’s not 
her ring. It’s not her sister’s ring. It’s not her mother’s ring 
or her father’s ring. So whose ring is it? 

A week later she is watching the crows in the garden. 
Suddenly a crow lands on the deck and puts something 
shiny on it and flies away. Cindy picks it up. It’s a gold 
earring. Now she understands. The crows bring her gifts! 
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One day Mr. and Mrs. Derrick come to visit Cindy’s 
parents. They are old friends. 

“You are not going to believe this,” Mrs. Derrick says. 
“Imagine this: I’m in the garden. I put my gold ring on the 
table. Suddenly a crow lands on the table, steals my ring 
and flies away!” 

“Unbelievable,” Cindy’s mother says. 
“Unbelievable,” Cindy’s father says. 
“I believe you,” Cindy says. 
Cindy goes into the house and comes back with a little 

box. She opens the box and shows it to Mrs. Derrick. There 
are seven gold earrings, two gold chains and four gold 
rings. “Which one is your ring?” Cindy asks. 

  Mrs. Derrick picks up a ring. “This is my ring!” she 
cries. 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   b   o   w   l .     

2.   g   r  __ __  s .     

3.   c   r  __  w .     

4.   d  __  c   k .     

5.   r   i  __  g .     

6.   e   a   r  __  i   n  __  s .     

7.   c   h  __ __  n .     

8.   g  __  f   t .     

 

 
 

a container for food 

a common plant in parks 

a large black bird 

a wooden terrace 

you wear it on your finger 

you wear it in your ears 

you wear it around your neck 

something you give 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   t   h   r   o   w .     

2.   s   h  __  w   __  p .     

3.   f   e  __  d . 

4.   p   i  __  k   __  p .     

5.   l   a  __  d .     

6.   b   e  __  i   __  v   e .     

7.   s  __  e  __  l .     

8.   c  __  y .     

 
 

we do it with a ball 

to arrive 

to give food to an animal 

to lift something up 

to come down onto the ground 

to be sure it’s true 

to take somebody’s things 

to speak very loudly 
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.   Cindy lives in an apartment building. 
     b.   Cindy lives in a house. 
 
2.  a.   Cindy feeds crows every day. 
     b.   Cindy feeds dogs every day. 
 
3.  a.   Cindy gives the crows dog food. 
     b.   Cindy gives the crows crow food. 
 
4.  a.   The crows bring Cindy money. 
     b.   The crows bring Cindy gifts. 
 
5.  a.   A crow steals Mrs. Derrick’s ring. 
     b.   A crow brings Mrs. Derrick a ring. 
 
6.  a.   Cindy doesn’t believe Mrs. Derrick. 
     b.   Cindy believes Mrs. Derrick. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     Cindy starts to throw the dog food into the grass. 

        1     Cindy walks out of the house. 

2.   ___   Then other crows show up. 

      ___   A crow shows up and sits on the telephone line. 

3.   ___   The crow puts something shiny on the deck. 

      ___   A crow lands on the deck. 

4.   ___   Cindy sees something shiny on the deck. 

      ___   She picks it up. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Cindy is carrying a bowl with dog food because     e  .  

A crow shows up because   ___ 

The crows fly into the garden because   ___ 

Cindy sees a shiny thing on the deck because   ___  

The crows bring Cindy gifts because   ___  

 Cindy brings her box because  ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

 they want to eat. 

 she feeds them. 

 it sees Cindy throwing the food in the grass. 

 she wants Mrs. Derrick to look at the rings in the box. 

 she wants to feed the crows. 

 a crow puts a ring there. 

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  Who walks out of the house? 

2.  What is her name? 

3.  What does she do? 

4.  Where does the crow put the ring? 

5.  What do the crows bring? 

6.  What does the crow steal?  

She feeds crows. 

Cindy. 

Gifts. 

On the deck. 

A little girl. 

A  ring. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

shiny 

flies away 

another 

visit 

unbelievable 

in back of 

 
1.  A crow shows up, and then   another           one. 

2.  There is a deck ____________ the house. 

3.  Cindy sees something ____________ on the deck. 

4.  A crow steals Mrs. Derrick’s ring and ____________. 

5.  It is ____________. 

6.  Mr. and Mrs. Derrick ____________ Cindy’s parents. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  Cindy is a twenty-year old woman. Right? 

       No, she isn’t. She’s a ten-year-old girl.                        . 

2.  Cindy feeds cats with dog food. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  The crows steal things from Cindy. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  A crow steals Mrs. Derrick’s gold watch. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  Cindy has Mrs. Derrick’s ring in a little bag. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 
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SUPER RIFLE 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
“Rifle, they have Rifle,” people shout. There is a long 

line of people in front of a little store. The people wait to 
buy Rifle. They are very excited. 

Who are the people? Are they hunters? No they’re not. 
They are waiting to buy a pair of jeans. Rifle is a kind of 
jeans imported from Italy. 

It is 1970 – a difficult time for the people of Eastern 
Europe. The people have no freedom. They can’t travel, 
and they have to wait in long lines in front of stores. 
Sometimes they wait one or two hours to buy meat or 
pineapples. But Rifle jeans are very special. People 
sometimes wait ten hours to buy them. 

Stanley is waiting in line. He is looking forward to buying 
new jeans – Super Rifle. He is excited. 

A girl is standing behind him. She wants to buy jeans, 
too. She is also excited. 

“Are you buying jeans, too?” Stanley asks the girl. He is 
bored, and he wants to talk to somebody. 

“Yes, I am,” she answers. “It’s taking a lot of time.” 
They talk and talk and talk. Stanley has a new friend. 

Her name is Sasha. 
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“I don’t like it in this country,” Sasha says. “I often think 
about moving to Canada or the USA.” 

“You’re right,” Stanley says. “Me, too.” 
The time passes quickly as they talk. 
Finally it is Stanley’s turn. He buys two pair of jeans: 

size 32 for him and size 28 for his sister. 
Sasha wants to buy size 28 jeans, but she can’t. They 

don’t have that size anymore. Sasha starts to cry. 
Stanley feels sorry for her and gives her his sisters 

jeans. 
Five years later Stanley is at a shopping mall in 

Montreal. He lives there now. He is buying a pair of jeans. 
He is waiting to pay. 

“How much are these jeans?” Stanley asks a young 
woman at the cash register. 

“For you, free,” she says. 
“What?” Stanley is surprised. The woman is smiling at 

him. It’s Sasha. 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   r   i   f   l   e .     

2.   h  __  n  __  e   r .     

3.   k  __  n   d .     

4.   f  __  e   e   d  __  m .     

5.   m   e  __  t .     

6.   p  i  __  e  __  p   p   l   e .     

7.   t   u  __  n .     

8.   c   a  __  h .     

 

a gun with a long barrel 

someone who hunts 

a type  

liberty 

food made from animals 

a yellow-brown fruit 

chance to do something 

money – bills and coins 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   e   x   c   i   t   e   d .     

2.   i   m  __  o   r   t  __   d .     

3.   d   i  __  f   i   c  __  l   t .      

4.   s   p  __  c   i  __  l .     

5.   b  __  r  __   d .     

6.   s  __  r  __   y .     

7.   f  __  e    e .     

8.  s   u  __  p   r   i  __  e   d .      

 

very happy 

it’s from another country 

not easy 

not ordinary 

to have nothing to do 

feeling sad 

it doesn’t cost any money 

unusual feeling 
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.   The people see guns in the store. They are excited. 
     b.   The people see jeans in the store. They are excited. 
 
2.  a.   Rifle is a kind of jeans imported from Germany. 
     b.   Rifle is a kind of jeans imported from Italy. 
 
3.  a.   It’s a difficult time. People have no jobs. 
     b.   It’s a difficult time. People have no freedom. 
 
4.  a.   Stanley talks to a boy standing behind him. 
     b.   Stanley talks to a girl standing behind him. 
 
5.  a.   The girl wants to move to Canada or the USA. 
     b.   The girl wants to move to Canada or Mexico. 
 
6.  a.   Stanley gives Sasha his jeans. 
     b.   Stanley gives Sasha his sister’s jeans. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     The people are excited. 

        1     A store gets jeans. 

2.   ___   Stanley gets in line at the store. 

      ___   He starts talking to a girl standing behind him. 

3.   ___   The girl starts crying.  

      ___   Stanley gives her his sister’s jeans. 

4.   ___   Stanley gets the jeans free. 

      ___   Stanley goes to the cash register with jeans. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 
A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

The people get excited because     e  .  

Stanley stands in line because  ___ 

Stanley starts to talk to Sasha because   ___ 

Sasha thinks about moving to America because   ___  

Sasha starts to cry because   ___  

Stanley gives Sasha his sister’s jeans because   ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

he is bored.  

they don’t have jeans in her size.  

she doesn’t like living in her country.  

he feels sorry for her.  

the store has jeans. 

he wants to buy jeans.  

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  What don’t the people have? 

2.  What can’t they do? 

3.  Why does Stanley stand in line? 

4.  Who stands behind Stanley? 

5.  What does Stanley give Sasha? 

6.  Where does Stanley move to? 

Travel. 

Freedom. 

Sasha. 

His sister’s jeans. 

Montreal, Canada. 

To get jeans. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

shout 

kind 

quickly 

turn 

moving 

register 

 
1.  The people are excited. They   shout            . 

2.  Super Rifle is a ____________ of jeans. 

3.  Stanley talks to a girl. The time passes ____________. 

4.  The girl often thinks about ____________ somewhere. 

5.  Finally it is Stanley’s ____________ to buy jeans. 

6.  Sasha is the woman at the cash ____________.  
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  The store gets guns. Right? 

       No, it doesn’t. It gets jeans.                                         . 

2.  Stanley stands in line to get a jacket. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  Stanley talks to a boy in front of him. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  Stanley gives Sasha his sister’s phone number. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  Sasha lives in Montreal. She works at a bank. Right?  

     ____________________________________________ 
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AN OLD TRICK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An old man is standing at a cash register in a grocery 
store. He is wearing a dirty coat, old pants and old tennis 
shoes. He looks very tired and sad. He slowly puts his 
groceries in a plastic bag – bread, butter, milk, some meat 
and two beers. 

“Fourteen sixty-five,” the cashier says. 
The old man puts his hand in his pocket. There is no 

money. His face turns red. He looks in all his pockets. He is 
embarrassed. 

 “I don’t have money, ma’am,” he says. “I’m sorry.” 
There is a long line of people behind him. The people 

are getting angry. 
“Don’t go to a store if you don’t have money,” somebody 

shouts. “I don’t have time for this.” 
     “Can you pay with your credit card?” the cashier asks. 

“I don’t have a credit card,” the man says. 
The cashier takes his bag from him. “I’m very sorry,” she 

says. 
“Wait a minute,” a woman in the line says. She goes to 

the cashier and gives her fifteen dollars. The woman is 
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wearing expensive clothes. “Give him back his groceries,” 
she says and smiles at the old man. 

“Thank you, ma’am, thank you very much, you’re very 
nice,” the old man says and walks out of the store.  

The man is walking home and smiling. His old trick still 
works. There are still good people in his city. Tomorrow he 
is going to try another store. 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   m   e   a   t .    

2.   b  __  e  __  d .    

3.   m   i  __  k .    

4.   b  __  t   t  __  r .    

5.   b  __  e   r .    

6.   c  __  a   t .    

7.   p  __  n  __  s .    

8.   s  __  o  __  s .    

 
 

food made from animals 

food made from grain 

cows give us this 

food made from milk 

yellow drink with white foam 

you wear it when it is cold 

they have two legs 

you wear them on your feet 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   g   r   o   c   e   r   i   e   s .    

2.   c   l   o  __  h  __  s .    

3.   d  __  r  __  y .    

4.   t  __  r  __  d .    

5.   s  __   d .    

6.   a  __  g  __  y .    

7.   e  __  b   a   r   r   a   s   s  __  d .    

8.   e  __  p   e   n  __  i   v   e .    

 

 

food   

people wear them 

not clean 

to have no energy 

opposite of happy 

negative feeling 

uncomfortable 

not cheap 
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.   An old man is buying some clothes. 
     b.   An old man is buying some groceries. 
 
2.  a.   The old man’s groceries cost about fifteen dollars. 
     b.   The old man’s groceries cost about fifty dollars. 
 
3.  a.   His face turns red because he is happy. 
     b.   His face turns red because he is embarrassed. 
 
4.  a.   The old man has only fourteen dollars. 
     b.   The old man doesn’t have any money. 
 
5.  a.   A woman pays for the old man’s groceries. 
     b.   A man pays for the old man’s groceries. 
 
6.  a.   The old man is walking home, and he is crying. 
     b.   The old man is walking home, and he is smiling. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     The old man goes to the cash register. 

        1     The old man takes some groceries. 

2.   ___   The old man’s face turns red. 

      ___   The old man puts his hand into his pocket. 

3.   ___   The cashier takes the man’s groceries. 

      ___   “Wait a minute,” a woman says. 

4.   ___   The old man walks home. 

      ___   The woman pays for the old man’s groceries. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 
A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

The old man is wearing dirty clothes because     e  .  

The man is standing at the cash register because  ___ 

The old man’s face turns red because   ___ 

The man in the line gets nervous because  ___  

The woman helps the old man because  ___  

The old man is smiling because   ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

he doesn’t want to wait a long time.  

he wants to pay for the groceries. 

he gets the groceries free.  

she feels sorry for him.  

he is poor.  

he doesn’t have any money in his pocket.  

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  Where is the old man? 

2.  What is he wearing? 

3.  What is he buying? 

4.  How does he look? 

5.  Why is the man angry? 

6.  What is the woman like? 

Groceries. 

He has to wait. 

In a gocery store. 

Rich and kind. 

Old clothes. 

Tired and sad. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

trick 

embarrassed 

slowly 

still 

dirty 

cashier 

 
1.  The old man’s coat isn’t clean. It’s  dirty              . 

2.  The old man looks tired. He moves ____________. 

3.  The old man doesn’t feel good. He is ____________. 

4.  The woman at the cash register is a ____________. 

5.  What the old man does is an old ____________. 

6.  The old man is happy. His trick ____________ works. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  The old man is wearing new clothes. Right? 

       No, he isn’t. He’s wearing old clothes.                         . 

2.  The old man is buying clothes. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  The old man’s face turns red. He is happy. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  The old man pays with his credit card. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  The woman is wearing cheap clothes. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

 



64 
 

ELSA LEOPARD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martina is walking home from school. She is walking 
very slowly. She likes to look in the shop windows. She has 
a lot of time. Her parents are still at work.  

Martina sees an old woman standing in front of a pet 
store. The woman is wearing a big black hat. She looks like 
a witch. She looks scary. 

Martina is walking quickly past the woman. She is not 
looking at her. 

“Hey Little Girl,” the woman calls to Martina. 
Martina stops. She turns around and looks at the 

woman. The woman is holding a little kitten in her hands. 
“Come over here, Little Girl,” the woman says. “You can 

pet the kitten. 
Martina is scared. She is very scared. But she goes and 

pets the kitten. The kitten is beautiful. 
“Hold the kitten for a minute,” the woman says. “I have 

to go buy something.” 
She gives the kitten to Martina. Martina takes the kitten 

and holds it.  
One minute passes, two minutes pass and ten minutes 

pass. The woman does not come back. 



65 
 

Twenty minutes later Martina walks into the pet store. 
She looks for the woman. She can’t find her. The woman is 
not in the pet store. Then she sees another exit. She 
understands. The woman is gone. 

Martina takes the kitten home. She keeps the kitten in 
her room. She doesn’t tell her parents. Her parents are 
very busy. They don’t notice. She only tells her brother. 

Martina names the kitten Elsa. She feeds her, and she 
takes care of her. 

Elsa is growing. She is getting bigger and bigger every 
day. In three months she is the biggest cat in the 
neighborhood. 

“She’s not a cat,” her brother says. “She’s a leopard. 
She’s going to eat you. And then she’s going to eat me. 
And then she’s going to eat Mom and Dad.” 

Martina is scared. She tells her parents about Elsa. 
The next day Martina and her parents go to the vet. 
The vet looks at Elsa. 
“Is Elsa a leopard, doctor?” Martina asks. 
The vet smiles. “No, she isn’t. She’s a cat. But she’s a 

very special cat – a Savannah cat. A Savannah cat can 
grow to be twenty inches tall.” 

There is a big park near Martina’s house. People walk 
dogs there. Martina walks Elsa there. People call Martina 
Little Girl with a Leopard. The dogs look at Elsa, but they 
don’t get close to her. They respect her. 

Martina never sees the old woman with the black hat 
again. 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   h   a   t .    

2.   w  __  t  __  h .    

3.   k  __  t   t  __  n .    

4.   e  __  i    t .    

5.   r  __  o    m .    

6.   l  __  o   p   a  __  d .    

7.   v  __   t .    

8.   r  __  s   p   e  __  t .    

    

you wear it on your head 

a woman with magic powers 

a young cat 

you can leave through it 

an area inside a house 

an animal of the cat family 

a doctor for animals 

admire someone 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   t   a   k   e    c   a   r   e .    

2.   t   u  __  n .    

3.   p  __  t .    

4.   h   o  __  d .    

5.   p   a  __  s .    

6.   n  __  t   i  __  e .    

7.   f   e  __  d .    

8.   g  __  o    w .    

 

 

to feed and clean up after 

to move at an angle 

we do it to dogs and cats 

to have in your hand  

time which goes by 

to see, hear or feel 

to give food to animals 

to become bigger 
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.   Martina is walking home. She is walking very fast. 
     b.   Martina is walking home. She is walking very slowly. 
 
2.  a.   Martina likes to look in the shop windows. 
     b.   Martina likes to look in the school windows. 
 
3.  a.   Martina sees a woman. She looks like a princess. 
     b.   Martina sees a woman. She looks like a witch. 
 
4.  a.   The woman has a little puppy in her hands. 
     b.   The woman has a little kitten in her hands. 
 
5.  a.   Martina tells everybody about the cat. 
     b.   Martina tells only her brother about the cat. 
 
6.  a.   “It’s a cat,” the vet says. 
     b.   “It’s a leopard,” the vet says. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     Martina turns around.  

        1     The woman calls to Martina.   

2.   ___   The woman walks into the pet store. 

      ___   Martina waits for her. 

3.   ___   The cat grows very quickly. 

      ___   Martina brings the cat home. 

4.   ___   Martina takes the cat to the vet. 

      ___   The vet looks at the cat. 

 



68 
 

III.   SPEAKING 
 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Martina is walking very slowly because     e  .  

Martina turns around because   ___ 

Martina is scared because   ___ 

Martina holds the kitten because   ___  

Martina’s parents don’t notice the cat because   ___  

The dogs don’t come close to Elsa because   ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

the woman looks scary. 

the woman calls to her.  

because they respect her.  

they are busy. 

she likes to look in the shop windows.  

the woman has to go into the pet store. 

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  Where is Martina going? 

2.  What does she like to look in? 

3.  Who does she see? 

4.  What does the woman look like?  

5.  What is the woman holding?  

6.  What does Martina call the cat? 

An old woman. 

Home. 

A witch. 

The shop windows. 

A kitten. 

Elsa. 



69 
 

IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

quickly 

biggest 

still 

special 

neighborhood 

past 

 
1.  Martina’s parents are   still                 at work. 

2.  Martina walks ____________ the woman. 

3.  Martina walks very ____________. 

4.  There is no bigger cat. Elsa is the ____________. 

5.  Elsa is the biggest cat in Martina’s ____________. 

6.  Elsa is not an ordinary cat. She is a ____________ cat. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  Martina is walking to school. Right? 

       No, she isn’t. She is walking home.                             . 

2.  Martina sees an old man. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  The woman has a big cat in her hands. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  Elsa is a leopard. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  Martina sees the old woman again. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 
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THE JOB INTERVIEW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr. Roberto is a circus director. Today there are four 

men waiting to see him. They want to perform in the circus. 
The first man walks into Mr. Roberto’s office. He is big 

and fat. 
“What can you do?” Mr. Roberto asks him. 
“I can lift 400 pounds and hold it over my head for fifteen 

minutes,” the man says. He picks up Mr. Roberto’s 
armchair with Mr. Roberto in it and lifts it over his head. 
Then he puts it down. 

“You’re very good,” Mr. Roberto says. “But I’m looking 
for something more interesting.” 

The second man walks into Mr. Roberto’s office. He is 
tall and thin.  

“What can you do?” Mr. Roberto asks him. 
“I can juggle with balls,” the man says. He takes nine 

balls out of his pockets and starts to juggle. 
“You’re good,” Mr. Roberto says. “But I’m looking for 

something more interesting.” 
The third man walks into Mr. Roberto’s office. He is 

small and fat. 
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“What can you do?” Mr. Roberto asks him. 
“I can walk on my hands for twenty minutes,” the man 

says. He turns over and starts walking on his hands around 
Mr. Roberto’s office. 

“Stop,” Mr. Roberto shouts. He is angry. “You can go 
now,” he says to the man. “I don’t need you.” 

The fourth man walks into Mr. Roberto’s office. He is 
small and thin. 

“Can you do anything special?” Mr. Roberto asks.  
“Yes, I can,” the man says. 
“What’s that? Mr. Roberto asks. 
“I can imitate birds,” the man says. 
“Imitate birds?” Mr. Roberto shouts. “Anybody can do 

that!” He is really angry now. “Get out!” he shouts. 
“OK,” the man says. He walks to the window, opens it 

and flies away.  
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   l   i   f   t .   

2.   p   i  __  k    __  p .   

3.   p  __  t    d   o  __  n .   

4.   p  __  r   f   o  __  m . 

5.   j  __  g   g  __  e . 

6.   n   e  __  d .   

7.   i  __  i   t   a  __  e . 

8.   g   e  __   o    __  t .   

 
 

to move something up 

to lift something up 

opposite of pick up 

to entertain people 

to move objects through the air 

must have 

to copy something 

opposite of get in 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   i   n   t   e   r   v   i   e   w .   

2.   c   i  __   c    __  s .   

3.   d   i  __  e   c  __  o   r .   

4.   a   r  __  c   h  __  i   r .   

5.   b  __  g .   

6.   f  __  t .   

7.   s  __  a  __  l .   

8.   t  __  i   n .   

 

 

a formal meeting for a job 

animals performing 

a manager 

a chair with sides 

large 

heavy 

little 

opposite of fat 

 
 



73 
 

II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A.  Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.   Mr. Roberto is a movie director. 
     b.   Mr. Roberto is a circus director. 
 
2.  a.   There are fourteen people waiting for Mr. Roberto. 
     b.   There are four people waiting for Mr. Roberto. 
 
3.  a.   The people want to buy tickets for the circus. 
     b.   The people want to perform in the circus. 
 
4.  a.   The first man can lift 400 pounds. 
     b.   The first man can lift 400 feet. 
 
5.  a.   The second man can juggle nine balls. 
     b.   The second man can kick nine balls. 
 
6.  a.   The third man can walk on his head. 
     b.   The third man can walk on his hands. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     The first man walks into Mr. Roberto’s office. 

        1     Four men are waiting to see Mr. Roberto. 

2.   ___   “What can you do?” Mr. Roberto asks. 

      ___   The man lifts the chair with Mr. Roberto in it. 

3.   ___   Mr. Roberto gets angry. 

      ___   The man starts walking around the office. 

4.   ___   The man goes to the window and flies away. 

      ___   “Get out!” Mr. Roberto shouts. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

The men are waiting for Mr. Roberto because     e  .  

The first man thinks he is special because   ___ 

The second man thinks he is special because  ___ 

The third man thinks he is special because  ___  

The fourth man thinks he is special because  ___  

Mr. Roberto is really angry because  ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

 he can walk on his hands. 

 he can lift 400 pounds and hold it up for 15 minutes. 

 they want to perform in the circus. 

 he thinks anybody can imitate birds. 

 he can juggle nine balls. 

 he can imitate birds. 

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  What is Mr. Roberto’s job? 

2.  What do the four men want? 

3.  How much can the man lift? 

4.  How many balls can the man juggle?  

5.  What can the man walk on? 

6.  What can the man imitate? 

400 pounds. 

Director. 

His hands. 

Birds. 

Perform. 

Nine. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

shouts 

job 

hold 

interesting 

perform 

juggle 

 
1.  The men are looking for a   job                . 

2.  They want to ____________ in the circus. 

3.  The man can ____________ 400 pounds over his head. 

4.  The man can ____________ nine balls. 

5.  It’s not very ___________ for Mr. Roberto. 

6.  Mr. Roberto is really angry. He ___________. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  Mr. Roberto is a movie director. Right? 

       No, he is not. He is a circus director.                           . 

2.  The four men wants to open the circus. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  The first man can put down 400 pounds. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  Mr. Roberto is very happy. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  The man opens the window and jumps out. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 
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You can download a free audio version of the book at 
 

www.easy-reading-esl.com/freedownload5566070.html 
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