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As a baby, Vladimir Ulyanov was ‘top-heavy’ – his head seemed too big for his 

body, according to his sister Anna. And ‘he was very noisy, a great bawler’.
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The nest of gentlefolk: the Ulyanov family in 1879. From left to right: Olga, 

Maria Alexandrovna (with daughter Maria on her lap), Alexander (standing), 

Dmitry (seated), Ilya Nikolayevich, Anna and Vladimir.
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Alexander ‘Sasha’ Ulyanov, a 

brilliant natural sciences student, 

a few months before he was 

hanged at the age of twenty-one.

Lenin’s older sister, Anna Ilyinichna, in 

her early twenties.

His other sister, Maria. Both sisters 

were active revolutionaries who were 

repeatedly jailed and exiled and who made 

big sacrifi ces for Lenin’s career.
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Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya (Nadya) aged twenty-one, three years before 

she met her future husband Vladimir. ‘He could never have loved a woman whose 

opinions he totally disagreed with and who was not a comrade in his work.’
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The police ‘mugshot’ of Vladimir Ulyanov taken when he was arrested for the 

fi rst time in 1895.
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Yuli Martov (Julius 

Osipovich Tsederbaum), 

Lenin’s closest male friend 

for many years until the 

two became bitter enemies 

and political opponents. 

Leon Trotsky around the 

time he and Lenin fi rst 

met in 1902, when his 

affectionate conspiratorial 

pseudonym was ‘Pen’.
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Nadya aged twenty-six.
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Inessa Armand, Lenin’s mistress. ‘She seemed to be an inexhaustible spring of 

life . . . the fi ery fl ame of revolution,’ according to one of her comrades.
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Grigory Zinoviev (Hirsch Apfelbaum), Lenin’s most loyal sidekick and lick-

spittle in their exile years. Later, after the Revolution, he became head of the 

Communist International. 
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Lev Kamenev (Leon Rozenfeld) spent many years in European exile with Lenin.

Lenin was contemptuous about his ‘weakness’ but enjoyed his jokes and gossip.
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A young Joseph Stalin – ‘the wonderful Georgian’, as Lenin once described 

him – around 1907, when he organised a great bank robbery in Tifl is to fi nance 

the Bolshevik Party.
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Lenin in hiding in Finland, three weeks before the October Revolution, disguised 

as a Finnish worker, the only extant picture of him as an adult without his trade-

mark beard.
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Lenin in Red Square addressing the soldiers and Communist Party activists on 

the fi rst anniversary of the October Revolution, 1918.
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Felix Dzerzhinsky (centre), head of the Cheka, ‘the sword and shield’ of the 

Communist Party. ‘Iron Felix’, fanatical, ruthless, ice-cold and ascetic, was the 

most hated and feared man in Russia after 1917.
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For the last nine months of his life, Lenin could hardly speak more than a handful 

of words or walk, and was confi ned to a wheelchair most of the time. His decline 

was kept a strict state secret for months.
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The Afterlife. While Lenin lay in state, his successors, against his family’s wishes, 

made the decision to embalm his body – ‘for ever if we can,’ said Dzerzhinsky – 

and place him on public display. He still draws huge crowds every year.
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PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS

Antonov-Ovseyenko, Vladimir (1884–1939)

First World War offi cer in Tsarist army who threw in his lot with Lenin. 

One of the military planners of the Bolshevik coup. He led the Red 

Guards who entered the Winter Palace at the climax of the Revolution 

and arrested the surviving members of the Provisional Government. 

Later became one of Lenin’s most ruthless hatchet men, suppressing 

revolts by peasants in 1920–21. Was shot following a show trial during 

Stalin’s Great Purge.

Armand, Inessa (1874–1920)

One of the best-known Bolshevik feminists until Lenin’s death, when 

she was written out of the offi cial Soviet histories because of her rela-

tionship with Lenin. She was his mistress in an on-off love affair – and 

a close working relationship – that continued from 1910 until she died. 

The only time Lenin was seen to break down in public was at her fu-

neral. She had four children by her husband, whom she had left for her 

brother-in-law. Was on the ‘sealed train’ from Zurich to Petrograd in 

1917. After she died, Lenin and his wife became guardians of Inessa’s 

daughters Inna and Varvara.

 

Balabanova, Angelica (1878–1965)

Bolshevik supporter and admirer of Lenin, who grew disenchanted with 

him. In exile together during the 1900s. After the Revolution she was 

the fi rst Secretary of the Communist International (Comintern), estab-

lished to encourage Communist Parties throughout the world and plot 

Marxist revolutions. Wrote one of the fi rst (and best) accounts of Lenin 

and his character.

Bogdanov, Alexander (1873–1928) 

Doctor, philosopher, journalist and early Marxist. Supported Lenin in 
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the Bolshevik-Menshevik split, but broke with him over philosophi-

cal disputes about religion. Lenin in the early 1900s saw him as a rival 

as leader of the Bolsheviks and expelled him from the Party. Opposed 

the 1917 Revolution, but took senior posts afterwards in the arts estab-

lishment and medicine. Founded the Soviet Blood Transfusion Service; 

died following a medical experiment on himself.

Bonch-Bruevich, Vladimir (1873–1955)

Bolshevik activist in Petrograd and an old friend of Lenin’s family. A 

publisher until the Revolution, when he became Lenin’s personal secre-

tary and head of his private offi ce until 1920. Thereafter an offi cial  at the 

Soviet Academy of Science and Director of the State Literary Museum.

Bukharin, Nikolai (1888–1938)

Bolshevik activist and the leading Communist ideologist after Lenin, 

who mentored him as a gifted journalist and speaker. Took a series of 

leading positions in the Communist Party after the Revolution, includ-

ing editor of the Party newspaper Pravda for many years. The last of the 

Soviet magnates to see Lenin, whom he visited on the day of his death. 

Fell out with Stalin in the 1930s, tried and shot in the purges.

Chernyshevsky, Nikolai (1828–89)

Writer and political activist who spent twenty-fi ve years in jail, pe-

nal servitude and Siberian exile. Lenin’s literary hero. Lenin admitted 

that Chernyshevsky’s novel What Is To Be Done?, written when he was 

in prison, was as big an infl uence on his socialist politics as any of the 

works by Marx. Lenin carried a picture of Chernyshevsky in his wallet 

for most of his adult life.

Dzerzhinsky, Felix (1877–1926)

The fi rst head of the Cheka, the Communist Party’s secret police, which 

later morphed into the NKVD and eventually the KGB. An extreme 

ascetic.  Offspring of minor Polish nobility, he was known as the Iron 

Count or Iron Felix. Spent years in Tsarist jails for offences ranging 

from speaking Polish at school to forming a Communist Party in Po-

land. Tortured severely and lived with scarring on his ankles and arms. 

Established the Cheka as the ‘sword and shield’ of the Communist Party, 
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operating outside the law from the fi rst and answerable only to Lenin. 

Fotieva, Lidia (1881–1971) 

Bolshevik exile with Lenin in Paris and Switzerland in the 1900s.  

Lenin’s private secretary in Petrograd after the Revolution and in Mos-

cow later. Wrote extensively about Lenin’s life and working habits and 

worked in the Lenin Museum from the 1930s.

Gorky, Maxim (real name Alexei Peshkov, 1868–1936) 

Playwright, novelist, socialist political activist. Became the best-known 

writer – and the highest-paid – for his books on his orphaned childhood 

and life in extreme poverty. Exiled after the failed Revolution of 1905, 

lived in Capri and the US. A supporter and generous fi nancial backer 

of Lenin and the Bolsheviks. A severe critic of Lenin after the Revolu-

tion, though he remained a personal friend. Helped many writers and 

artists who faced persecution. Left Russia but returned under Stalin’s 

dictatorship.

Kamenev, Lev (real name LevRozenfeld, 1882–1936) 

Revolutionary conspirator with Lenin for many years in exile. Married 

to Trotsky’s sister, Olga. Opposed the Bolshevik coup but took senior 

positions in the Party after the Revolution. Lenin sent him on a series of 

personal ultra-secret and diplomatic missions after the coup. One of the 

‘troika’ – with Stalin and Zinoviev – who took power after Lenin’s health 

collapsed in 1922. Stalin had him purged in a show trial and executed.

Kerensky, Alexander (1881–1971) 

Lawyer, journalist, moderate socialist. A famously melodramatic orator 

who attracted huge crowds to his speeches. The leading fi gure in the 

Provisional Government that took power in Russia after the February 

1917 Revolution and the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II, but proved a 

weak and indecisive Prime Minister. Overthrown by Lenin in the Oc-

tober Revolution. Exiled to France and then the US, where he spent the 

last four decades of his life.

Kollontai, Alexandra (1872–1952) 

Revolutionary feminist whose fi rst campaign was for education of 
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women workers. Talented novelist and author. In exile the leading Bol-

shevik in Scandinavia, trusted by Lenin. Rival of Inessa Armand as 

feminist propagandist. After Revolution, the fi rst Commissar for Social 

Welfare. Clashed with Lenin on workers’ rights, removed from senior 

Party positions and sent as Soviet Ambassador to Norway. Her book A 
Great Love was said to be based on the affair between Lenin and Inessa 

Armand. Had a series of love affairs of her own with leading Bolshevik 

revolutionaries.

Krasin, Leonid (1870–1926) 

Electrical engineer and one of the few Bolsheviks who had ever worked 

in a business. Chief fundraiser for the Party, who managed to persuade 

millionaires to give money to the revolutionary cause. Head of the ‘tech-

nical department’ of the Party which organised bank robberies within 

Russia. After the Revolution, had high positions in Soviet trade and 

economic commissariats.

Krupskaya, Nadezhda (1869–1939)

Daughter of army offi cer and schoolteacher, both from minor nobility. 

Qualifi ed as a teacher and taught workers to read and write. A passion-

ately committed revolutionary socialist. Lenin’s wife from 1898 – they 

married when both were exiled to Siberia for political offences. Lived 

with Lenin for nearly twenty years in exile and held senior posts in the 

Bolshevik Party, organising clandestine networks and handling agents. 

After the Revolution held senior post at the Commissariat of Public En-

lightenment. Objected to the idea of embalming Lenin’s body after he 

died and displaying it, but lost the battle. Opposed Stalin after Lenin 

died for a few years but turned into a reluctant Stalin loyalist for the last 

dozen years of her life.

Lunacharsky, Anatoly (1875–1933)

A revolutionary from school days and a supporter of Lenin after the 

Bolshevik- Menshevik split in 1903. A prolifi c and gifted writer of lit-

erary criticism, a close friend of Gorky. Broke with Lenin briefl y but 

joined the Bolsheviks again. Was on the ‘sealed train’ from Switzerland 

to Russia. Became the fi rst Commissar for Enlightenment after the Rev-

olution, responsible for Soviet culture and education. Removed from 
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offi ce by Stalin after Lenin died and despatched to diplomatic posts 

away from Russia.

Malinovsky, Roman (1876–1918)

A metalworker, jailed for theft and charged with attempted rape. 

Released from prison, became active in trade unions and the Social 

Democratic Party. Caught the eye of Lenin in 1909 as a highly intel-

ligent, authentic working-class leader. Lenin promoted him to be the 

most important Bolshevik inside Russia. A double agent for the Tsa-

rist secret police, the Okhrana, for whom he was the most highly paid 

agent provocateur and spy they had ever employed. He betrayed scores 

of Bolshevik activists, who were arrested and exiled – including Stalin, 

Sverdlov and Bukharin. Despite the evidence Lenin refused to believe 

he was a traitor. At the start of the First World War he absconded to 

Germany and after the February Revolution Okhrana fi les revealed his 

double life. He returned to Russia in 1918 and was shot.

Martov, Yuli (born Julius Tsederbaum, 1873–1923) 

Founder and leading thinker of the Mensheviks. Exiled to Siberia and 

Western Europe for two decades. Had been Lenin’s closest male friend 

and they were inseparable when they launched Russia’s fi rst Marxist 

party, the Social Democrats, together and began the newspaper Iskra. 

But they fell out in a vicious dispute that split the Party irrevocably in 

1903. A highly popular man, fi ne writer and witty speaker, he returned 

to Russia in 1917, but objected to Lenin’s seizure of power. Lenin al-

lowed him to leave Russia and he went into exile again in 1920, to Berlin, 

where he died of TB.

Plekhanov, Georgy (1856–1918)

The ‘father’ of Russian Marxism. Escaped from Russia in 1880, just be-

fore the police were about to arrest him. His books Our Differences (1885) 

and, despite its title, The Development of a Monist View of History, be-

came classic Marxist texts, famous throughout Europe. Established the 

Social Democratic Party and Iskra with Lenin but repeatedly clashed 

with him. Supported the First World War, against Lenin. Returned to 

Russia in 1917 and objected to the Bolshevik coup. Went into hiding 

shortly afterwards, fearing for his life. Died from a natural illness.
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Stolypin, Pyotr (1862–1911)

 The most able statesman and administrator of the late Tsarist period. 

Launched a series of agrarian and economic reforms – but also draco-

nian measures against ‘subversives’ in which thousands of people were 

killed. Lenin admired him as a clever politician and opponent. Assassi-

nated in Kiev by a Socialist Revolutionary, but the evidence suggested 

that the murder was planned by rivals in the Tsarist police and royal 

court.

Sverdlov, Yakov (1885–1919)

Arrested fi rst aged barely eighteen and jailed numerous times before 

1917. A staunch Lenin loyalist and number two in the administrative 

machine after the Bolshevik Revolution. Lenin said it ‘would need six 

men to replace Sverdlov’. He was the chief organiser and fi xer in the 

regime, who carried out much of the secret dirty work Lenin would 

delegate to nobody else, such as organising the murder of the Tsar and 

his family. When Lenin was shot and, briefl y, out of action after an as-

sassination attempt, Sverdlov took over the reins. Died in the post-war 

infl uenza epidemic.

Trotsky, Leon (born Lev Bronstein, 1879–1940)

Marxist thinker and prolifi c writer. Originally a supporter of Lenin and 

contributor to Iskra, but sided with the Mensheviks in the Party split 

and then was neutral. Venomous disagreements with Lenin for a dozen 

years afterwards. A sparkling speaker who became famous in the failed 

1905 Revolution when he led the Petrograd Soviet. In 1917 he made 

peace and sided with Lenin and became the public face of the Revolu-

tion – much better known than Lenin. He organised the Bolshevik coup 

and was head of the Red Army during the Civil War. Sidelined by Stalin 

after Lenin’s death and forced into exile. Murdered on Stalin’s orders.

Ulyanov, Alexander (1866–87)

Lenin’s older brother (by three years). Gifted natural science student 

at St Petersburg University. Involved in a bungled plot by the People’s 

Will revolutionary group to assassinate Tsar Alexandra III. Arrested, 

tried in secret and hanged six weeks after his twenty-fi rst birthday. 
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Ulyanov, Ilya (1831–86)

Lenin’s father. Leading Tsarist civil servant, an inspector of schools, 

who rose to the status of nobility because of his offi cial rank as an ad-

ministrator. Moderate liberal in politics. Died of a stroke when his son 

Vladimir was fi fteen. 

Ulyanova-Elizarova, Anna (1864–1935)

Lenin’s older sister, a revolutionary socialist, who was arrested, jailed 

and exiled  several times for her radical political activities. Married ship-

ping agent Mark Elizarov and adopted a son, Gora. Wrote an Ulyanov 

family history in the 1930s detailing, among other things, her mother’s 

Jewish background, which Stalin censored.

Ulyanova, Maria Alexandrovna (1835–1916)

Lenin’s mother, whom he often described as ‘a saint – pure and simple’. 

She was never a Marxist or any kind of socialist, but subsidised his revo-

lutionary politics, and was a constant support to all her radical children. 

Throughout his two decades of exile he wrote her a constant stream of 

letters.

Ulyanova, Maria Ilyinichna (1878–1937)

Lenin’s younger sister. Jailed and exiled regularly for her political ac-

tivities. Occasionally lived with Lenin and Nadya in Switzerland and 

Poland – and shared an apartment with them in the Kremlin after the 

Revolution. Was given a senior post in the Communist Party after the 

Revolution by her brother, and a high-level job on the Party newspaper, 

Pravda. 

Zinoviev, Grigory (born Hirsch Apfelbaum, 1883–1936)

Lenin’s most faithful sidekick and aide during his years of exile from 

1903, in Paris, Geneva, Poland and Zurich. Returned to Russia with 

Lenin on the ‘sealed train’. Opposed the October coup and, initially, 

the establishment of a one-party state, but took leading jobs after the 

Revolution  – as head of the Bolshevik Party in Petrograd and later Sec-

retary of the Comintern. A popular speaker and after Lenin’s death the 
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chief cheerleader of the ‘Lenin cult’ of mass hero worship. One of the 

‘troika’ of leaders who succeeded Lenin but fell foul of Stalin, who drove 

him out of the Communist Party. Tried with Kamenev in the fi rst of the 

show trials in Stalin’s Great Terror and shot.
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NOTES 

PROLOGUE: THE COUP D’ETAT

The best accounts of the October Revolution remain the eyewitness reporting of 

Nikolai Sukhanov, The Russian Revolution 1917: A Personal Record, London, 1955 

(from the Russian Zapitski o Revolutsii, originally published in 1922), John Reed, Ten 
Days That Shook the World, New York, 1919, and despite, in places, its manifest parti 
pris distortions, Leon Trotsky, The History of the Russian Revolution, London, 1934. 

The best modern account in English is Orlando Figes, A People’s Tragedy: The Russian 
Revolution 1891–1924, London, 1996. I have drawn on all these works here.

1 Lenin’s Collected Works – around 9.5 million words of them – were published in the 

former USSR in various editions, the latest of them in 45 volumes between 1965–
1973. I shall refer to them here, throughout, as CW. Lenin’s letters to Fofanova and 

the Bolshevik Central Committee: CW, Vol. 44, pp. 68–72. The danger on Petrograd 

streets, Reed, p. 83.
2 Lenin’s arrival at Smolny: Harrison Salisbury, Black Night, White Snow: Russia’s 

Revolutions 1905–1917, New York, 1978, pp. 434–42;  Trotsky, History of the Russian 
Revolution, p. 288.

3 Disorganisation of the October coup: Figes, pp. 484–90; Nikolai Podvoisky, ‘Lenin 

in October’, Krasnaya Gazeta, 6 November 1927.
4 Lenin’s furious pace of work: Podvoisky. Choosing the title People’s Commissars: 

Trotsky, My Life, New York, 1930, pp. 427–31.
5 Lenin’s anger: Podvoisky; ministers in Winter Palace: Salisbury, pp. 440–6, Figes, 

pp. 495–497, Richard Pipes, The Russian Revolution 1899–1919, London, 1990, pp. 

514–16.
6 Lenin’s statement at Soviet Congress: CW, Vol. 44, p. 83.
7 Provisional Government in Winter Palace: Pipes, pp. 515–17.
8 Petrograd  during the coup: Sukhanov, pp. 392–4; Reed, pp. 195–7.
9 Storming of the Winter Palace: Podvoisky; Figes, pp. 515–17; Trotsky, History of the 

Russian Revolution, pp. 313–15; Sukhanov, pp. 396–9.
10 Trotsky’s speech at Congress of Soviets: Isaac Deutscher, The Prophet Armed: 1879–

1921, New York, 1954, p. 397; Lenin’s speech: Reed, p. 213.

1: A NEST OF GENTLEFOLK

The best accounts of Lenin’s family and childhood are by his two sisters – Anna 

Ulyanova-Elizarova, Vospominaniya ob Il’iche, published in Moscow in 1934 and 

translated into English as The Childhood and School Years of Vladimir Ulyanov, Mos-

cow, 1988; and Maria Ulyanova, O lenine i sem’ye Ulyanovikh: vospominaniya ocherki 
pisma, Moscow 1978.  Robert Service, Lenin: A Biography, London, 2000; Dmitry 

Volkogonov (trans. Harold Shukman), Lenin: Life and Legacy, London, 1994; Louis 

Fischer, The Life of Lenin, London, 1995; and Ronald Clark, Lenin: The Man Behind 

the Mask, London, 1988. 
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1 Men had to agree with him, Mikhail Silvin: quoted in Adam Ulam, Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks, London, 1966.

2 Lenin’s mother and Blank family background: Volkogonov, pp. 45–9.
3 Children’s love for mother: Anna Ulyanova-Elizarova, p. 33.
4 Maria Alexandrovna’s charm: cited in Clark, p. 64.
5 Ilya Ulyanov, Lenin’s father, background and politics: Anna Ulyanova- Elizarova, p. 

21, and Maria Ulyanova, p. 17.  Gorky on Lenin’s ‘traits of a nobleman’: ‘Untimely 

Thoughts’ column, Novaya Zhizn, 17 November 1917.

2: A CHILDHOOD IDYLL
1 Lenin as a child: Anna Ulyanova-Elizarova, pp. 2–41, and Maria Ulyanova, pp. 

5–17; Robert Service, pp. 33–41; Clark, pp. 21–30.
2 Simbirsk described by Ivan Goncharov, Oblomov, London, 1989. Lenin’s early read-

ing and playing games: Service, pp. 37–42; Richard Abraham, Kerensky: The First 
Love of the Revolution, London, 1987; Lenin and chess: Fischer, pp. 98–101.

3 The Ulyanovs at Kokushkino: Anna Ulyanova-Elizarova, pp. 31–3.
4 Lenin’s education: Service, pp. 36–7; Fischer, pp. 45–51.
5 Memories from classmates at school: Clark, pp. 61–3.
6 Lenin not interested in politics in adolescence: Anna Ulyanova-Elizarova, p. 26.
7 Death of Lenin’s father: Maria Ulyanov, pp. 29–31.

3: THE HANGED MAN
1 Sasha’s execution: Salisbury, pp. 5–9; Bertram Wolfe, Three Who Made a Revolution, 

Boston, 1955, pp. 72–4; Philip Pomper, Lenin’s Brother: The Origins of the October 
Revolution, New York, 2010, pp. 173–9.

2 Sasha’s childhood and youth: Anna Ulyanova-Elizarova, pp. 26–8.
3 Lenin’s hatred for bourgeois liberals who snubbed his mother: Leon Trotsky, The 

Young Lenin, New York, 1972, pp. 43–4; Isaac Deutscher, Lenin’s Childhood, Lon-

don, 1970, pp. 123–5.
4 Sasha’s assassination plot: Pomper, pp. 103–9. Trial: Wolfe, pp. 62–4. Meetings in 

jail with his mother: Fischer, p. 124.
5 Vladimir’s reaction to death: Maria Ulyanova, p. 32, and quoted in Clark, pp. 86–8.
6 The bourgeois ‘traitors and cowards’: Nikolai Valentinov, Encounters With Lenin, 

London, 1968, and letter to sisters Anna and Maria, 13 July 1901, CW, Vol. 43, p. 

126.

4: THE POLICE STATE 
1 Pyotr Struve, Collected Works: Vol. 9, Ann Arbor, 1970.
2 Count von Aehrenthal, quoted in Pipes, The Russian Revolution, p. 137.
3 Zasulich trial: Anna Hillyar and Jane McDermid, Revolutionary Women in Russia, 

1870–1917, London, 2000, p. 136.
4 Women revolutionaries and Vera Figner: quoted in Hillyar and McDermid, pp. 

35–55.
5 Tsarist autocracy: Figes, pp. 73–84;  Pobedonostev quoted in Pipes, The Russian 

Revolution, p. 89; Trotsky, The History of the Russian Revolution, pp. 65–74.
6 Censorship and the Tsars: Pipes, The Russian Revolution, pp. 85–7; Fischer, pp. 73–5.
7 Radical movements: Figes, pp. 130–6; Wolfe, pp. 73–9; Maxim Gorky, My Univer-

sities, New York, 1938, pp. 130–5.
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8 Sergei Nechayev, The Revolutionary Catechism, www.marxists.org/subject/anar-

chism/nechayev/catechism.htm 

5: A REVOLUTIONARY EDUCATION
1 Fyodor Kerensky on Lenin, quoted in Fischer, p. 73.
2 Expulsion from university: Volkogonov, p. 68.
3 Lenin and smoking: Maria Ulyanova, p. 39.
4 Ministers’ refusal to allow Lenin to study: Maria Ulyanova, p. 46. Lenin on his 

mother’s courage: Valentinov, p. 61.
5 Lenin on Chernyshevsky: Valentinov, p. 81–2.
6 Lenin on landed estates: Valentinov, p. 148. On hunting: Anna Ulyanova-Elizarova, 

p. 47.
7 Lenin on discovering Marx: Maria Ulyanova, p. 43.
8 On farming: Nadezhda Krupskaya, Reminiscences of Lenin, New York, 1970, pp. 

67–8.
9 Lenin’s law exams: Ulam, p. 89.

6: VLADIMIR ILYICH – ATTORNEY AT LAW
1 Lenin’s legal case against Arefev: Service, pp. 91–2 and Anna Ulyanova-Elizarova, 

p. 49.
2 Volga famine: Maria Ulyanova, p. 57 and Leon Trotsky, On Lenin: Notes Towards a 

Biography, London, 1971, p. 86.
3 Descriptions of Lenin: Valentinov, p. 46; Alexander Potresov, Posmertinyi sbornik 

proizvednyii (ed. B. Nikolayevsy), Paris, 1937; and quoted in Clark, p. 73. Alexander 

Kuprin quoted in Fischer, p. 85.
4 Lenin’s character: Potresov, p. 63, and quoted in Clark, p. 72.
5 Lenin, What the Friends of the People Are, CW, Vol. 2, pp. 47–57.
6 Lenin lecturing to St Petersburg workers: Clark, pp. 82–4.

7: NADYA – A MARXIST COURTSHIP
1 Nadya’s fi rst meeting with Lenin: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, pp. 42–4.
2 Nadya’s family and background: ibid., pp. 10–18; Robert McNeal, Bride of the Rev-

olution: Krupskaya and Lenin, London, 1973, pp. 13–19; and Mary Hamilton-Dann, 

Vladimir and Nadya, New York, 1998 .
3 Nadya’s idealism: quoted in Fischer, p. 95.
4 Work as railway clerk: Fischer, p. 73.
5 Nadya’s friendship with Yakubova: McNeal, p. 89.

8: LANGUAGE, TRUTH AND LOGIC
1 Lenin uses argument to ‘wipe him off the face of the earth’: CW, Vol. 6, p. 156.
2 Moishe Olgin: quoted in Clark, p. 145.
3 Voitinsky: quoted in Salisbury, p. 126.
4 Lenin as a speaker: Maxim Gorky, Days with Lenin, New York, 1933, also as 

Memories of Lenin at the Marxists internet archive, www.marxists.org/archive/

gorky-maxim/1924/01/x01.htm
5 Lenin as speaker: Trotsky, On Lenin, pp. 197–9.
6 Martov quote, see Israel Getzler, Martov: A Political Biography of a Russian Social 

Democrat, Cambridge, 1967.
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9: FOREIGN PARTS
1 ‘Important mission’: CW, Vol. 44, p. 265.
2 Lenin and Okhrana: quoted in Helen Rappaport, Conspirator: Lenin in Exile, Lon-

don, 2009, p. 7; bad at languages: letter to his mother, 29 April 1895, CW, Vol. 44, p. 

266.
3 First sight of Alps: letter to his mother, 2 May 1895, CW, Vol. 44, p. 261.
4 Meeting Plekhanov: CW, Vol. 9, p. 145; letter to Maria Ulyanova, 24 May 1895, 

CW, Vol. 44, p. 302.
5 Axelrod’s letter to Plekhanov: quoted in Fischer, p. 173.
6 Asking mother for money: CW, Vol. 44, pp. 283 and 298.
7 On invisible ink: Lenin to Axelrod, CW, Vol. 44, p. 485.

10: PRISON AND SIBERIA 
1 First interrogation: Clark, p. 83.
2 Keeping fi t in jail: Letter to Maria Ulyanova, 13 February 1896, CW, Vol. 44, p. 532, 

and to his mother, 10 February 1896, CW, Vol. 44, p. 519.
3 Visitors to prison: letter to Anna and Maria Ulyanova, 3 March 1896, CW, Vol. 44, 

p. 546.
4 Letters in code: ibid.
5 Kzhizhanovsky: quoted in Fischer, p. 134.
6 Lenin in Siberia: letter to his mother, 14 March 1897, CW, Vol. 44, p. 527.
7 Arrival at Shushenskoye: letter to his mother, 28 May 1897, CW, Vol. 44, p. 539. 

Hunting: letter to Maria Ulyanova and Dmitry Ulyanov, 29 June, CW, Vol. 44, p. 

556. Lonely: letter to Anna Ulyanova, 25 July 1897, CW, Vol. 44, p. 583.
8 Family sending supplies: letter to his mother, 6 September 1897, CW, Vol. 44, p. 573.
9 Nadya on her early married life: quoted in McNeal, p. 197.
10 Nadya’s letters to Lenin’s mother and sisters on hunting: 9 September and 11 Octo-

ber 1898, CW, Vol. 44, pp. 587 and 593 respectively; on being pregnant: 12 October 

1899, CW, Vol. 44, p. 616.
11 Arrest at Tsarkoe Selo: Service, p. 156 and Fischer, p. 133; Nadya’s illness:  letter to 

his mother, 6 April 1900, CW, Vol. 44, p. 637.

11: LENIN IS BORN
1 Plekhanov’s letters to Lenin about liberals: quoted in Ulam, p. 176. Lenin’s replies: 

CW, Vol. 44, p. 312. 
2 Letter from Lenin to Nadya from Munich, 12 December 1900, CW, Vol. 44, p. 456.
3 Lonely in Munich: letter to his mother, 3 January 1901, CW, Vol. 44, p. 487.
4 Nadya meeting Lenin in Munich: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, pp. 93–6.
5 Iskra as the ‘collective agitator’: CW, Vol. 5, p. 115.
6 Clash between Plekhanov and Lenin over Iskra, Lenin’s quotes: How the ‘Spark’ was 

nearly extinguished, CW, Vol. 5, pp. 197–8.
7 Letter to Plekhanov on editing Iskra: 4 January 1901, CW, Vol. 44, pp. 276–7. 

Launch issue article by Lenin: 11 December 1900, CW, Vol. 5, pp. 276–81.
8 Smuggling Iskra: Service, pp. 132–6, and Rappaport, pp. 152–6.
9 Deciphering letters: Krupskaya, Reminscences, pp. 179–81 and Rappaport, pp. 

162–5.
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10 Lenin as editor: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 183. Friendship with Martov: Fischer, 

pp. 133–7; Krupskaya, Reminiscences, pp. 180–3; Sukhanov, pp. 85–93; and Israel 

Getzler, Martov: A Political Biography of a Russian Social Democrat, Cambridge, 

1967. Potresov on Martov quoted in Ulam, p. 135.

12: UNDERGROUND LIVES
1 Mikhail Silvin: quoted in Ulam, p. 133.
2 Conspiratorial life underground: Rappaport, pp. 133–40; Figes, pp. 242–9; and 

Krupskaya, Reminiscences, pp. 146–9.
3 Elena Stasova: quoted in Rappaport, p. 139.
4 Women conspirators: Rappaport, pp. 136–9.
5 Lenin on organising underground networks: letter to Leonid Krasin, CW, Vol. 44, p. 

253.
6 Okhrana penetration of underground cells: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 117.

13: ENGLAND, THEIR ENGLAND
1 London, ‘hideous’ letter to Axelrod: 16 April 1902, CW, Vol. 44, p. 233. Lenin and 

Nadya hated English food: Krupskaya, Reminscences, p. 135. Landlady: quoted in 

Rappaport, p. 197. Letter from Lenin’s mother about lodgings: quoted in Clark, p. 

129.
2 Lenin loathed communes and wanted his own space: Valentinov, pp. 196–7.
3 British police relaxed about Russian radicals: Rappaport, pp. 194–5.
4 Publishing Iskra and the British Museum Reading Room: Andrew Rothstein, Lenin 

in Britain, London, 1970, p. 76 and p. 92. Lenin aloof but cheerful: Valentinov, p. 199.
5 Lenin taking walks and excursions outside London: Rothstein, pp. 78–81 and Rap-

paport, pp. 193–5.
6 Country walks: letter to his mother, 2 July 1902, CW, Vol. 44, p. 598.
7 Trotsky arrives in London and meets Lenin: Trotsky, On Lenin, p. 37.
8 Leaving London, miserable and ill: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 137.

14: WHAT IS TO BE DONE?
1 What Is To Be Done? in the original Leninski sbornik (collected writings), Moscow, 

Vol. 7 of 50 published between 1927 and 1960. The best English version was trans-

lated by S. V. and Patricia Utechin, Oxford, 1963.
2 Valentinov, p. 146.
3 Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 104.
4 ‘Theory is only a hypothesis’, said to Potresov: quoted in Clark, p. 138. Plekhanov 

quote ‘Lenin could veer and prevaricate’: letter to Angelica Balabonova, p. 159.

15: THE GREAT SCHISM – BOLSHEVIKS AND MENSHEVIKS
1 Zelikson Bobrovskaya: quoted in Clark, p. 142.
2 Martov in Geneva: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 128.
3 Lenin disliked boring people: Valentinov, p. 173.
4 Lenin singing revolutionary songs: quoted in Clark, p. 144.
5 Lenin divided himself from other exiles: Valentinov, p. 181.
6 The 1903 Congress is described well by Rappaport, pp. 165–71, Service, pp. 156–62 

and Ulam, pp. 173–9. Quote to Gleb Krzhizhanovsky: letter, 11 October 1903, CW, 

Vol. 44, p. 128. Lenin on ‘a splendid Congress’: quoted in Clark, p. 149.
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7 The Party splits are superbly recounted by Valentinov, pp. 178–81; Service, pp. 160–
6; Fischer, pp. 197–201; and Rappaport, pp. 173–6.

8 Lenin’s ‘rages’: Valentinov, p. 189.

16: PEAKS AND TROUGHS
1 Walking in the Alps: Lenin to his mother, 6 September 1903, CW, Vol. 44, p. 372.
2 Reconciliation attempts in Party: Krzhizhanovsky in Ulam, p. 204.
3 Walking holiday, 1903, and Lenin’s need for holidays: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 

149.
4 Climb of Rochers de Naye with Maria Essen: quoted in Fischer, pp. 169–71.

17: AN AUTOCRACY WITHOUT AN AUTOCRAT

Of the vast number of books about the last Tsar and his wife – and the late stages of the 

Romanov dynasty – the best are Simon Sebag Montefi ore, The Romanovs 1613–1918, 
London, 2016; Dominic Lieven, Nicholas II: Emperor of all the Russians, London, 

1993 and Edvard Radzinsky, The Last Tsar, London, 1992. The letters of Nicholas II 

and Alexandra, 1914–1918, are invaluable source material, available online at www.

alexanderpalace.org/letters. There is excellent background on the Tsar and the 1905 

Revolution in Figes, A People’s Tragedy, and Pipes, The Russian Revolution. 

1 Nicholas absorbed in picking his nose: Figes, p. 172.
2 ‘Best-bred . . . yet tremendous parochialism’, Sebag Montefi ore, The Romanovs, p. 526. 
3 War with Japan: Pipes, The Russian Revolution, pp. 188–93.
4 Lenin reaction to 1905 Revolution: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 184.
5 Bloody Sunday description: Figes, pp. 246–8.
6 Gorky at Bloody Sunday: cited in Figes, p. 249.
7 US Ambassador McCormick, Foreign Relations of the United States (FRUS), 

http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/FRUS.FRUS1905.
8 Lenin on Japan War: CW, Vol. 6, p. 274.
9 Lenin’s letters on street fi ghting: CW, Vol. 44, pp. 337–8.
10 Lenin on arming the masses, ‘an immediate task’: CW, Vol. 6, p. 328.
11 ‘Victory . . . is not the point’: quoted in Ulam, p. 253.
12 Leonid Krasin on rich people’s gifts to Bolsheviks: quoted in Roy Medvedev, Let 

History Judge, London, 1972. Putilov,‘Tsarism is lost’: quoted in Ulam, p. 259.
13 Landlords fear attacks: Figes, pp. 282–4.

18: BACK HOME
1 Stalin’s fi rst meeting with Lenin: quoted in Simon Sebag Montefi ore, The Young Sta-

lin, London, 2007, p. 213.
2 Gorky’s relationship with Lenin: Gorky, My Days with Lenin, London, 1933, pp. 

27–9 and Figes, pp. 257–9.
3 Lenin speaking at Countess Panina’s soirée: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 195.
4 Terror after 1905 Revolution: Pipes, The Russian Revolution, pp. 217–20; Salisbury, 

pp. 191–4; Sebag Montefi ore, The Romanovs, pp. 493–5. Tsar Nicholas wanted 

harsh measures: Salisbury, p. 195.
5 Tsar’s anti-Semitism and support for Union of the Russian People: Sebag Monte-

fi ore, The Romanovs, pp. 497–8 and Letters of Tsar Nicholas to [his mother] Empress 
Marie, (ed. Edward Bing), London, 1930. Pogroms: Figes, pp. 271–3.

6 Lenin’s physical cowardice: Pipes, The Russian Revolution, p. 283.
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19: ‘EXPROPRIATE THE EXPROPRIATORS’
1 ‘Revolution is not a fi nishing school,’ Lenin to Martov: 12 March 1902, CW, Vol. 44, 

p. 278 and to Valentinov, p. 196.
2 Record of Fifth Russian Social Democratic Congress, London 1907, Service, p. 219. 

Gorky: quotes from Days with Lenin, p. 48. Lenin’s concern for Gorky’s com-

fort: quoted in Wolfe, p. 237. Maxim Litvinov: quotes on Rothschilds from John 

Holroyd-Doveton, Maxim Litvinov: A Biography, London, 2013, p. 135.
3 1907 Congress: Rappaport, pp. 204–10. Bank robbery in Tifl is: Sebag Montefi ore, 

The Young Stalin, pp. 22–8. Schmidt inheritance: Volkogonov, pp. 194–201 and Fis-

cher pp. 216–19. Lenin admits he could not have carried off the deception: Service, 

p. 182. ‘A scoundrel . . . might be what we need’: Lenin to Vladimir Bonch-Bruevich, 

8 March 1909, CW, Vol. 44, p. 137.
4 The ‘trustees’ of the Schmidt money: Volkogonov, p. 202.
5 Lenin’s money from Party: Volkogonov, pp. 238–40. Nadya admits they were not in 

penury: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 198.
6 Lenin needs rest: Nadya’s letter to his mother, 22 June 1907, CW, Vol. 44, p. 423, 

and Lenin to his mother, 24 June 1907, CW, Vol. 44, p. 425.
7 Lidia Dan: quoted in Boris Sapir (ed.), Fyodor Ilyich Dan Prisma [Letters] 1899–

1947, Amsterdam, 1985, p. 137.
8 Clara Zetkin, Reminiscences of Lenin, www.marxists.org/archive/zetkin/1924/

reminiscences-of-lenin.htm.
9 Walter Borg’s quote about Lenin’s freezing feet: Salisbury, p. 213.
10 Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 194.

20: GENEVA – ‘AN AWFUL HOLE’
1 Lenin, ‘I’ve come back to Geneva to be buried’: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 196.
2 Ibid. p. 202.
3 ‘shall I live to see another Revolution’: letter to Maria Ulyanova, 3 March 1909, CW, 

Vol. 44, p. 496.
4 Plekhanov, My i oni [‘Us and Them’], Moscow 1907, p. 32 and quoted in Samuel 

Baron, Plekhanov: The Father of Russian Marxism, Stanford, 1963. August Bebel to 

Lenin: quoted by Martov in Getzler, p. 136.
5 Lenin and Bogdanov: letter to Gorky, CW, Vol. 44, p. 263.
6 Lenin on religion: letter to Gorky, CW, Vol. 44, p. 186.
7 Gorky on Lenin’s charm and vivacity: Gorky, Days with Lenin, p. 28.
8 Okhrana informers: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, pp. 173–4.
9 Zinoviev’s background: Ulam, pp. 213–14; and quotes: Balabanova, p. 139. Kam-

enev, quotes: Valentinov, p. 149 and Trotsky, My Life, p. 274.
10 On Dr Zhitomirsky: Yuri Felshtinsky, Lenin and His Comrades: The Bolsheviks Take 

Over Russia, 1917–1924, New York, 2010. ‘A large city will cheer us up’: Lenin to his 

mother, 13 December 1908, CW, Vol. 44, p. 497.

21: INESSA – LENIN IN LOVE
1 Background of Inessa Armand: Michael Pearson, Inessa: Lenin’s Mistress, London, 

2001 and R. C. Elwood, Inessa Armand: Revolutionary and Feminist, Cambridge, 

1992.
2 ‘Lenin was mesmerised’: Jean Fréville, Lénine à Paris, Paris, 1958, p. 13.
3 Elizabeth de K. and Lenin: Fischer, p. 192 and Felshtinsky, pp. 93–5.
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4 Reports from Okhrana: quoted in Ben Fischer, Okhrana: The Paris Operations of 
the Russian Imperial Police, Washington D.C., Center for the Study of Intelligence, 

1997. Also a double agent: Valerian Agafonov, Zagranichnaya Okhrana, Petrograd, 

1918, has good first-hand accounts of spying throughout Europe for the Tsar. 
5 Inessa’s background: Pearson, Elwood, Freville, Louis Fischer and Polina 

Vinogradskaya, Pamyati Inessy Armand (ed. Nadezhda Krupskaya), Moscow, 1926. 
6 Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 195. Food parcels from Russia: Lenin to his mother, 

5 June 1909, CW, Vol. 44, p. 479. Tidy Paris fl at: Ilya Ehrenburg, People and Life: 
Memoirs 1891–1917, London, 1961.

7 Lenin’s stress and insomnia: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 197.
8 Nadya on cycling: letter to Lenin’s mother, 19 September 1909, CW, Vol. 44, p. 485. 

Last time Lenin saw his mother: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 201 and quoted in 

Katy Turton, Forgotten Lives: The Role of Lenin’s Sisters in the Russian Revolution, 
1864–1937, London, 2007.

9 The long-censored letters between Inessa and Lenin became available after the col-

lapse of the USSR in 1991 in various stages over the next decade, not all at once. 

Most are in the Russian State Archive of Social and Political History (RGASPI) fond 

127, but a few others are in the Archives of the President of the Russian Federation 

(APRF). Most of the family records were moved to the RGASPI by 1991, including 

most of Inessa’s letters to her children. This letter ‘I wasn’t in love with you then’: 

RGASPI f. 127, op. 17, d. 12.
10 Nadya in ‘a state of utter melancholy’: letter to Lenin’s mother and sister Maria, 12 

April 1910 and 3 May 1910, CW, Vol. 44, p. 496 and p. 513. Kollontai claims Nadya 

offered to leave Lenin: Marcel Body, ‘Alexandra Kollontai’, Preuves, No. 14, April 

1952, Paris.
11 ‘Life . . . more cheerful when Inessa around’: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 198.
12 ‘a hot bonfi re of revolution’: quoted in Rappaport, p. 201. Inessa was ‘pedantic . . . 

repeated Lenin verbatim’: Balabanova, p. 185.

22: BETRAYALS
1 ‘Theory is not Holy Writ’: quoted in Ulam, p. 235. Lenin in favour of parliaments, 

in Nevskaya Zveda: 13 May 1912, CW, Vol. 7, pp. 257–8.
2 Roman Malinovsky an ‘outstanding worker representing us’: Lenin to Alexander 

Shlyapnikov, 16 October 1912, CW, Vol. 43, p. 186.
3 Malinovsky’s background: Service, pp. 220–8; Felshtinsky, pp. 25–7; Ulam, pp. 

237–40; and Rappaport, pp. 225–9.
4 Lenin didn’t believe Malinovsky a double agent: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 219.
5 ‘That bastard . . . fooled us for years’: Lenin to Zinoviev, quoted in Rappaport, p. 228.
6 Launch of Pravda: Louis Fischer, pp. 278–80.
7 Lenin to Gorky on moving to Austria: 12 May 1912, CW, Vol. 44, p. 104.
8 Climbing Babya in the Tatra Mountains: quoted in Clark, p. 219.
9 Galicia is ‘almost Russia’: Lenin to his mother, 3 September 1912, CW, Vol. 44, p. 

496. Homesickness: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 198.

23: A LOVE TRIANGLE – TWO INTO THREE WILL GO
1 Nadya ill and needing treatment for Graves’ Disease: letter to Maria Ulyanova, 

quoted in Clark, p. 285.
2 Nadya’s operation in Berne: Louis Fischer, pp. 284–7. Lenin’s row with surgeon: 

letter to Kamenev, 15 June 1913, CW, Vol. 44, p. 138.
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3 Nadya on operation: ibid., p. 213.
4 Nadya on Inessa in Galicia: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 219.
5 Lenin’s fondness of children: Zina (Zinoviev) Lilina, ‘Tov: Lenin edet v Rossiyu’, 

Leningradskaya Pravda, 16 April 1924.
6 Lenin thanks Inessa for representing him in Brussels: RGASPI f. 127, opis. 16, delo. 

19.
7 Nadya on drawing close to Inessa: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 223.
8 Inessa’s letter from Paris, 14 December 1913: RGASPI f. 127, op. 13, d. 15; Lenin’s 

reply: RGASPI f. 127, op. 13, d. 18.

24: CATASTROPHE – THE WORLD AT WAR
1 Lenin predicting war, Vyperod: October 1907, CW, Vol. 7, p. 142.
2 Lenin tells his mother there won’t be war: 13 November 1912, CW, Vol. 44, p. 499; 

and to Gorky, 9 December 1912, CW, Vol. 44, p. 178.
3 Arrest in Galicia and help from Victor Adler: Lenin letter to Zinoiev, CW, Vol. 44, 

pp. 258–9 and Clark, p. 195.
4 Move to Berne: Lenin to his sister Maria, 21 August 1914, CW, Vol. 44, p. 513.
5 Russian Interior Minister Durnovo warning against war: Figes, p. 387.
6 The most comprehensive works in English on Russia’s disastrous First World War 

and the Eastern Front 1914–1918 are Dominic Lieven, Towards the Flame: Empire, 
War and the End of Tsarist Russia, London, 2015; Norman Stone, The Eastern Front, 
1914–1917, London, 1975; and Max Hastings, Catastrophe: Europe Goes to War 
1914, London, 2013. I have drawn from each of them.

7 Brusilov quotes, an ‘army of ignoramuses’: Figes, p. 398.
8 Low morale in army: Hastings, p. 277.
9 Polianov, Minister of War, to Tsar: quoted in Figes, p. 400.

25: IN THE WILDERNESS
1 Lenin’s squabble with his sister Anna: Turton, p. 96.
2 Lenin complains to Inessa about squabbles in Party: quoted in Service, p. 296.
3 Nadya’s mother dies and is cremated: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 224.
4 Nadya ill again and needs holiday: letter to Kollontai, www.marxists.org/kollontai
5 Nadya, Inessa and Lenin holiday at S renberg: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 231.
6 Lenin’s opposition to war: letter to Kollontai, 12 November 1914, CW, Vol. 44, p. 

199.
7 Zimmerwald Conference: Service, pp. 246–8. Martov on Lenin’s anti-war stand: 

Getzler, p. 197.
8 Inessa and Lenin dispute on ‘free love’: Rappaport, p. 236; Pearson, Inessa Armand, 

pp. 176–8; Service, p. 276; Inessa to Lenin, RGASPI f. 127, op. 17, d. 9 and Georges 

Bardawil, Inès Armand, Paris, 1993, p. 187.
9 Lenin to Inessa, RGASPI f. 127, op. 15, d. 14.
10 Background on Helphand. Zbynĕk Zeman, The Merchant of Revolution, London, 

1965.

26: THE LAST EXILE
1 Lenin’s money troubles: Nadya to Maria Ulyanova, 16 December 1916, and Lenin 

to Maria, 13 January 1917, CW, Vol. 44, p. 512.
2 Modest lodgings in Zurich: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 231.
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3 Titus Kammerer, ‘We rented to the Lenins’, Partisan Review, Vol. 6, No. 3, New 

York, 1939.
4 Stefan Zweig quote: from Zweig, The Tide of Fortune: Twelve Historical Miniatures, 

London, 1927.
5 Lenin’s plan to hand over Bolshevik funds to Inessa: see Service, p. 270.

27: REVOLUTION – PART ONE 
1 Dmitry Merezhovsky quote: from the diaries of Zinaida Gippius, Peterburgskie 

dnevniki 1914–1919, New York, 1982, p. 45; and her claim that Russia is ‘a large lu-

natic asylum’, p. 49.
2 Alexander Blok on promiscuity: quoted in Figes, p. 159.
3 Offi cers going AWOL: Major-General Sir Alfred Knox, With the Russian Army 

1914–1917, London, 1921.
4 The revolution ‘will be started by the army’: quoted in Pipes, The Russian Revolu-

tion, p. 374.
5 Meriel Buchanan: quote from M. Buchanan, Ambassador’s Daughter, London, 1958. 

Lord Milner: quoted in Louis Fischer, p. 297.
6 Okhrana reports: see Alexander Rabinowitch, Prelude to Revolution: The Petrograd 

Bolsheviks and the July 1917 Uprising, Bloomington, Ind., 1968.
7 Gippius, p. 165.
8 Lenin to Inessa, RGASPI f. 127, op. 17, d. 11.
9 Lenin’s instructions to Kollontai: 2 March 1917, CW, Vol. 12, p. 165.
10 Plans to leave Zurich using disguises: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 225.
11 ‘My nerves overstrung’: Lenin to Inessa, RGASPI f. 127, op. 18, d. 19.
12 Alexandra’s letter describing revolutionaries ‘a hooligan movement’: www.alexan-

derpalace.org/letters
13 ‘That fat fellow Rodzianko’: quoted in Sebag Montefi ore, The Romanovs, p. 489.
14 Mutiny by regiments and casualties in Revolution: Figes, pp. 486–92.
15 Tsar’s abdication: Sebag Montefi ore, The Romanovs, pp. 528–9.
16 Bolsheviks unprepared for Revolution and short of money: Rabinowitch, Prelude to 

Revolution, p. 129.

28: THE SEALED TRAIN
1 Lenin approves Martov’s ‘sealed train’ plan: letter to Radek, 7 March 1917, CW, 

Vol. 44, p. 216.
2 Tells Inessa he has to operate secretly: letter, 8 March 1917, RGASPI f. 127, op. 18, 

d. 13.
3 German Generals Ludendorff and Hoffmann: quoted in Clark, p. 269; also see Hast-

ings, p. 253.
4 German defence of using Lenin: Volkogonov, p. 216.
5 Lenin desperate to reach Russia: letter to Inessa, 10 March 1917, RGASPI f. 127, op. 

18, d. 13.
6 Negotiations with Germans: Fritz Platten, Lenin iz emigratsii v Rossiyu, Moscow, 

1925.
7 Reaction in Zurich to sealed train: Rappaport, pp. 228–30; Michael Pearson, The 

Sealed Train (London, 1975), pp. 49–51; Catherine Merridale, Lenin on the Train, 

London, 2016, pp. 73–9; Karl Radek, ‘Lenin’s Sealed Train’, New York Times, 19 

February 1922; J. Ley, ‘A Memorable Day in April’, New Statesman, 19 April 1958; 

Olga Ravich, ‘The Journey Across Germany’, Pravda, 10 April 1922.
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8 Lenin felt justifi ed in taking German help: Clark, p. 214.
9 British tried to bribe Lenin: Clark, p. 217.
10 Lenin’s belongings when he left Zurich: Kammerer, ‘We rented to the Lenins’. Rap-

paport, p. 229.
11 Departure from station in Switzerland: Karl Radek, ‘V plombirovannom vagone’, 

Pravda, 20 April 1924; Platten, p. 19; and Rappaport, pp. 232–3.
12 Lenin a martinet on the journey: Radek, ‘Lenin’s Sealed Train’, Merridale, pp. 82–6; 

and Rappaport, pp. 231–4.
13 Lenin to Zinoviev: quoted in Louis Fischer, p. 317, and in Radek, ‘V plombirovan-

nom vagone’.
14 Lenin in Stockholm: Platten, p. 35; Radek, ‘V plombirovannom vagone’; and Rap-

paport, pp. 236–7.
15 Esmé Howard quote, ‘let things take their course’: Louis Fischer, p. 286.
16 Lenin infuriated by articles in Pravda  supporting the war: Krupskaya, Reminiscenc-

es, p. 239.
17 Women strip-searched by British soldiers: Zina Linina, ‘Tov: Lenin edet v Rossiyu’, 

Leningradskaya Pravda, 16 April 1924. British agent Harry Gruner letting Lenin 

into Finland: Giles Milton, Russian Roulette: How British Spies Thwarted Lenin’s 
Global Plot, London, 2013.

29: TO THE FINLAND STATION
1 Finland looked familiar to Nadya and Lenin: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 245.
2 Kamenev’s pro-war editorial: Pravda, 31 March 1917.
3 Lenin’s arrival at the Finland Station on Easter Monday 1917 is best described in 

Sukhanov, pp. 86–90 and Robert Payne, The Life and Death of Lenin, New York, 

1965, pp. 288–92.
4 Trotsky on Mathilde Kshesinskaya’s mansion and background: quoted in Trotsky, 

History of the Russian Revolution and Barbara Allen, Shlyapnikov: The Life of an Old 
Bolshevik, Leiden, 2015.

5 Lenin’s speech to Bolsheviks at the Party headquarters: Sukhanov, pp.  91–3.

30: THE INTERREGNUM
1 Lenin at his mother’s grave: Vladimir Bonch-Bruevich, Vospomonanii o Lenine, Mos-

cow, 1985, p. 43.
2 Lenin at Tauride Palace: Sukhanov, p. 103.
3 Lenin’s ‘extremism’, quotes from Prince Lvov and Pavel Milyukov: Figes, p. 487.
4 Gorky, ‘this is no longer a capital; it is a cesspit’: Gorky, ‘Untimely Thoughts’ col-

umn, Novaya Zhizn, 13 June 1917.
5 Trotsky on anarchy: Trotsky, My Life, p. 183.
6 ‘For sheer political incompetence, history has few better examples’: Zinoviev, The 

History of the Bolshevik Party, www.marxists.org/archive/zinoviev/. Chaos at 

meetings of Petrograd Soviet: Pipes, The Russian Revolution, pp. 448–9.
7 ‘Soon the government will not . . . preserve itself’: Bonch-Bruevich, p. 63.
8 Prince Lvov: quoted in Figes, p. 482.
9 Kerensky speaking: Sukhanov, pp. 91–3 and Albert Rhys Williams, Through the 

Russian Revolution, New York, 1921.
10 Gippius, p. 193.
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31: ‘PEACE, LAND AND BREAD’
1 Lenin said experts were not needed: to Alexander Shotman in Shotman, ‘Lenin na-

kanune Oktyabrya’, O Lenine: Sbornik vospominaniy, Leningrad, 1925.
2 ‘We must talk about peace, land and bread, these things’: Lenin to Kamenev, 13 May 

1917, CW, Vol. 44, p. 134.
3 Rhys Williams, p. 74.
4 ‘A peaceful reconnaissance of our enemies’ forces’: Lenin to Zinoviev and Kamenev, 

2 May 1917, CW, Vol. 44, p. 201.
5 Indiscipline in army and quotes from generals: Baron Alexei Budberg papers, Hoo-

ver Institution, Stanford, California, Box 1, Knox, pp. 109–10 and in Louis Fischer, 

p. 284.
6 Gorky in despair: Maxim Gorky archive, www.marxists.org/archive/gorky-maxim/
7 Revolution on the land, estates vandalised: Figes, pp. 493–9; Pipes, The Russian 

Revo lution, pp. 423–6; and Rabinowitch, The Bolsheviks Come to Power: The Revolu-
tion of 1917 in Petrograd, London, 1979, pp. 286–9. 

8 Landowners murdered: Figes, p. 498.

32: THE SPOILS OF WAR
1 June All-Russian Congress of Soviets: Sukhanov, p. 186; Rabinowitch, The Bolshe-

viks Come to Power, p. 123; and Morgan Philips Price, Manchester Guardian, 19 June 

and 20 June 1917.
2 German money to Lenin: Volkogonov, pp. 167–73, Zeman, Zbyněk (ed.), Germany 

and the Revolution in Russia, 1915–1918, Oxford, 1953, pp. 101–3; Merridale, pp. 

106–15.
3 Details of German payments to Bolsheviks: Volkogonov, pp. 170–5; Merridale, pp. 

105–9; and Pearson, The Sealed Train, pp. 116–19. Long-censored reports detailing 

the cover-up: letter to Trotsky and Lenin, RGASPI f. 32, op. 14, d. 12.

33: A DESPERATE GAMBLE
1 Andrew Curtis, Somerset Maugham, London, 1977 is good on Maugham’s role as 

a spy in Petrograd, as is Maugham’s own Ashenden: Or the British Agent, London, 

1928. Robert Bruce Lockhart’s Memoirs of a British Agent, London, 1932 and Di-
aries: Volume 1, London, 1973, are highly readable (if not always entirely reliable) 

about espionage in Russia between 1917 and 1921, as is Robert Service, Spies and 
Commissars, London, 2011.

2 The disastrous June offensive: Hastings, pp. 293–7; Figes, pp. 483–6; and Budberg 

Papers, Box 1.
3 Funds from Germany. Volkogonov, pp. 372–9; Merridale, pp. 94–7.

34: THE JULY DAYS
1 Lenin insists on caution in demonstrations: Nikolai Podvoisky, ‘Lenin in October’. 

‘Holiday’ before the July Days: Bonch-Bruevich, p. 72.
2 July Days description: Figes, pp. 472–4 and Rabinowitch, Prelude to Revolution.
3 ‘A little more than a demonstration, but less than a Revolution’: Lenin to Trotsky, in 

Trotsky, The History of the Russian Revolution, p. 296.
4 Lenin demands explanation from insurrection planners: Podvoisky, ‘Lenin in 

October’. 
5 Lenin and Nadya embrace and say goodbye, witnessed by Zinoviev, Stasova and 
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Kamenev: Bonch-Bruevich, p. 84.
6 Lenin goes underground into hiding: Trotsky, On Lenin. Shaving with Stalin’s help: 

Service, Lenin, p. 272.

35: ON THE RUN
1 Escape from Petrograd with Zinoviev: Service, Lenin, pp. 274–6; Bonch-Bruevich, 

p. 82; and Clark, pp. 296–8.
2 Lenin, The State and Revolution, CW, Vol. 12. 
3 Journey from Gulf of Finland to Helsingfors: Shotman, ‘Lenin nakanune Oktya-

brya’, p. 24.
4 In hiding at Helsngfors police chief’s apartment: Volkogonov, p. 274.
5 Gustav Rovio, ‘Kak Lenin skryvalsya u gel’sinngforskogo politseimeisteria’, in N. L. 

Meshcheryakov (ed.), O Lenine: Sbornik vospominanii, Moscow, 1924.

36: REVOLUTION – PART TWO
1 Trotsky speech: account in Sukhanov, p. 284.
2 Lenin back in Petrograd: Margarita Fofanova, ‘V. I. Lenin na Vyborrgskoi Sytorone 

vy 1917 godu’, in VoVIL (Vospominaniya o V. I. Lenin), Vol. 4, Moscow, 1989–91. 
3 The 10 October meeting was recounted by several of the people who were there, 

but not by Lenin. The best account was Trotsky, The History of the Revolution, pp. 

291–9, but Zinoviev’s is lively (www.marxists.org/archive/zinoviev/), and later in-

teresting versions are Sukhanov, pp. 331–5 (his wife was there), Louis Fischer, pp. 

345–34, Figes, pp. 468–70 and Rabinowitch, The Bolsheviks Come to Power, pp. 

286–90.
4 Trotsky speech at Cirque Moderne: Sukhanov, p. 494. Putilov quote: ‘Tsarism is 

dead’, Reed, p. 113.
5 ‘Nobody wants the Bolsheviks’: Gippius, p. 183.

37: POWER – AT LAST
1 Revolution would not last: Gippius, p. 175 and Gorky, Novaya Zhizn, 26 October 

1926. Vladimir Nabokov: quoted in Pipes, The Russian Revolution, p. 469. US Am-

bassador Francis: quoted in FRUS, digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/FRUS.1917.
2 Lunacharsky: quoted in Figes, p. 492.
3 ‘The bourgeois press is a weapon. Why place it in their hands’: Lenin to Trotsky, in 

Trotsky, On Lenin, p. 158.
4 Gorky, ‘To Lenin the working class is like iron ore to a metal worker’: Novaya Zhizn, 

17 November 1917.
5 Plekhanov attacked: Volkogonov, p. 248. Zasulich quote: Jay Bergman, Vera Zasu-

lich: A Biography, Stanford, 1983, p. 249.
6 Hughes wire exchange, 26 October: RGASPI f. 201, op. 21, d. 15.
7 Trotsky quote: Trotsky, My Life, p. 325, but also in The Trotsky Papers 1917–1922, 

Vols 1–2, The Hague, 1967–1971: Vol. 1, p. 145.
8 Trotsky’s fi rst day as Commissar of Foreign Affairs: Trotsky, My Life, p. 297.
9 Raid on the Russian National Bank: Richard Pipes (ed.), The Unknown Lenin: From 

the Secret Archives, New Haven and London, 1996, p. 86; Louis Fischer, pp. 347–9; 

Alexander Rabinowitch, The Bolsheviks in Power: The First Year of Soviet Rule in 
Petrograd, Bloomington, Ind. 2007, pp. 92–4.
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38: THE MAN IN CHARGE
1 Lenin neglected his health: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 269.
2 Sovnarkom members still thought they were conspirators: Figes, p. 489.
3 Lenin at Sovnarkom meetings and punctuality: Trotsky, On Lenin, pp. 173–4. 

Lenin’s orders to Smolny staff: RGASPI f. 301, op. 32, d. 9.
4 Nikolai Gorbunov: Clark, p. 324.
5 Adolph Joffe, quotes from unpublished diaries and memoirs: ‘Kanun Oktyabbrya. 

Zasedanie v Lesnom’, in Izvestiya Tsetral’nogo Komiteta Kommunisticheskoi Parti 
Sovetskogo Soyuza (1989–1991), or ITsKKPSS, a cache of Soviet Party documents 

from the 1920s. Joffe’s are in cache 4. 
6 Lenin quote, ‘Sverdlov is indispensable’: letter to Maria Ulyanova, 19 April 1918, 

CW, Vol. 45, p. 134.
7 Lenin’s Decree on Libraries, RGASPI f. 32, op. 3, d. 22.
8 Kamenev and Zinoviev, letter objecting to ‘one-party state’: Izvestia, 4 November 

1917. Zinoviev recants: Izvestia, 1 December 1917.

39: THE SWORD AND SHIELD
1 Formation of Cheka and Dzerzhinsky, background: Rabinowitch, The Bolsheviks in 

Power, pp. 104–10. Joszef Piłsudski, quotes: Piłsudski, Memoirs of a Polish Revolu-
tionary and Soldier, London, 1931. Isaac Steinberg, quotes: Ulam, p. 297.

2 Lenin’s support for Cheka on fi rst anniversary: CW, Vol. 26, p. 312;  Pipes, The 
Unknown Lenin, p. 87; and Stephen Kotkin, Stalin, Vol. 1: Paradoxes of Power 1878–
1928, London, 2014, p. 317.

40: WAR AND PEACE 
1 Ambassador Francis to State Department, digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/FRUS.

FRUS1917. Allied anger at the Soviets: Figes, pp. 501–4; Margaret MacMillan, 

Peacemakers: The Paris Peace Conference and its Attempt to End War, London, 2001; 

and Lieven, Towards the Flame, pp. 201–9.
2 Lenin wanted Trotsky to delay Brest-Litovsk talks: Trotsky, On Lenin, p. 201. 

Background to the conference: John Wheeler-Bennett, Brest-Litovsk: The Forgotten 
Peace, March 1918, London, 1938. Trotsky’s queries about evening dress, ‘Go in a 

petticoat’: The Trotsky Papers, Vol. 1. Lenin forcing the Treaty through the Commu-

nist Party: a good background can be found in Figes, pp. 573–5 and Rabinowitch, 

The Bolsheviks Come to Power, pp. 303–4 and pp. 109–18. Effect on Lenin: Krup-

skaya, Reminiscences, pp. 242–3.

41: THE ONE-PARTY STATE
1 Lenin to Petrograd Soviet, 17 November 1917, CW, Vol. 23, p. 217.
2 Lenin wanted to cancel elections: Rabinowitch, The Bolsheviks in Power, p. 186 and 

Trotsky, On Lenin, p. 199. Banning the Kadets as ‘enemies of the people’: RGASPI 

f. 11, op. 6, d. 23.
3 Lindhagen quote to Trotsky: The Trotsky Papers, Vol. 1, p. 188. Lenin meets Ameri-

can reporter at Assembly: Rhys Williams, p. 253.
4 Assembly closed down: Richard Pipes, Russia Under the Bolshevik Regime 1919–

1924, London, 1994, pp. 97–100. Justifi es   the closure: Trotsky, On Lenin, p. 204.
5 Murder of Kadet ministers: Isaac Steinberg, In the Workshop of the Revolution, New 

York, 1955, p. 97 and Ulam, p. 374. Murderers allowed to go free: Rabinowitch, The 
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Bolsheviks in Power, p. 218. ‘a war against the rich’: Pravda, 8 December 1917, CW, 

Vol. 24, p. 163.
6 ‘Let there be blood’, call by Lenin to Fourth All-Russian Congress of Soviets,16 

March 1918, CW, Vol. 26, pp. 98–102; To Isaac Steinberg, ‘we [can’t] be victorious 

. . . without . . . terror’: Steinberg, p. 175.
7 Move to Moscow: Figes, pp. 564–5; Arthur Ransome, Six Weeks in Russia in 1919, 

London, 1919; and Zinoviev in Pravda, 13 March 1918. Lenin complains about re-

pairs to his Kremlin apartment: RGASPI f. 168, op. 10, d. 24.

42: THE BATTLE FOR GRAIN
1 Starvation in Petrograd, Gorky quotes: Torvah Yedlin, Maxim Gorky: A Political 

Biography, Westport, Conn., 1999 and Emma Goldman, Living My Life, London, 

1932, p. 239. Some friends ‘unrecognisable’: Gippius, p. 225.
2 Lenin’s article ‘The Battle for Grain’: Pravda, 11 June 1918;‘The Socialist Father-

land in Danger’, Pravda, 21 February 1918.
3 Requisition brigades: Pipes, Russia Under the Bolshevik Regime, pp. 189–92; Figes, 

pp. 583–5; and Rabinowitch, The Bolsheviks in Power, p. 208. Lenin order to Penza 

Province to ‘hang 100 kulaks’: RGASPI f. 14, op. 17, d. 19. Stalin tells Lenin that 

‘my hand will not tremble’: Kotkin, p. 297.
4 Maria Spiridonova’s background: Isaac Steinberg, Maria Spiridonova: Revolutionary 

Terrorist, London, 1935.
5 Left Socialist Revolutionaries’ Rebellion: The Trotsky Papers, Vol. 1, pp. 298–301; 

Steinberg, Maria Spiridonova, pp. 195–7; Rabinowitch, The Bolsheviks in Power, pp. 

251–4; and Louis Fischer, pp. 398–401.

43: REGICIDE
1 Lenin decides on execution on 12 July with Sverdlov: Sebag Montefi ore, The Ro-

manovs, p. 527 and Volkogonov, pp. 328–30. Sovnarkom meeting reporting on 

murders, 18 July 1918: RGASPI f. 177, op. 9, d. 13. Trotsky to Sverdlov: Trotsky, 

On Lenin, p. 203.
2 Goloshchekin, background; and Ekaterinburg Soviet: Sebag Montefi ore, The Ro-

manovs, pp. 571–3; Helen Rappaport, Ekaterinburg: The Last Days of the Romanovs, 

London, 2008, pp. 276–8; and Pipes, Russia Under the Bolshevik Regime, pp. 294–6.
3 Yurovsky, background: Sebag Montefi ore, The Romanovs, pp. 530–2; Rappaport, 

Ekaterinburg, pp. 280–2; Radzinksy, pp. 387–90. Execution described: Sebag Mon-

tefi ore, The Romanovs, pp. 530–3. Yurovsky, quotes: Rappaport, pp. 283–4. 
4 Bruce Lockhart, Memoirs of a British Agent, p. 296. Kokovtsov, quote: Pipes, Russia 

Under the Bolshevik Regime, p. 301.

44: THE ASSASSINS’ BULLETS
1 Uritsky, murder: Rabinowitch, The Bolsheviks in Power, p. 296. Lenin to Trotsky, 

‘applying the model of the French Revolution’: RGASPI f. 377, op. 10, d. 16.
2 Lenin shot: Service, Lenin, pp. 388–9; Bonch-Bruevich, p. 266; Professor Vladimir 

Rozanov (ed.), ‘Iz vospominaniya a Vladimire Ilyiche, in Po Vospominayam perepeske 
i dokumentam, Moscow, 1935; and Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 274. Inessa’s letter 

to her daughter Inna: cited in Pearson, Inessa, p. 198.
3 Fanny Kaplan’s background: Volkogonov, pp. 237–8 and Service, Lenin. Arrest and 

interrogation: Archives of the President of the Russian Federation (APRF) f. 9, op. 

21, d. 170.
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4 Execution of Kaplan: Pavel Malkov, Zapiski komendata Kremlyna, Moscow, 1987.
5 Launch of Red Terror, Sverdlov’s statement on attempted murder: RGASPI f. 678, 

op. 11, d. 17; Rabinowitch, The Bolsheviks in Power, p. 21. Executions in Petrograd: 

Pravda, 2 September 1918; Stalin to Sverdlov, RGASPI f. 19, op. 11, d. 19. Cheka of-

fi cials shoot clown Bim-Bom: Figes, p. 567. Cult of Lenin, Zinoviev’s speech ‘Lenin, 

leader by the Grace of God’: Pravda, 5 September 1917.
6 Photographs and fi lm of Lenin: Bonch-Bruevich, p. 193. Krasin to his wife: cited in 

Louis Fischer, p. 307.

45: THE SIMPLE LIFE
1 Lenin’s apartment in Kremlin: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 297 and Clara Zetkin, 

Reminiscences of Lenin, www.marxists.org/archive/zetkin/1924/reminiscences-of-

lenin.htm.
2 Dacha in Gorki: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, p. 291. Spiridon Putin was Lenin’s cook: 

Kotkin, p. 413.
3 Privileges for Party offi cials: Louis Fischer, p. 398. Lenin’s justifi cation: RGASPI f. 

14, op. 9, d. 23.
4 Stalin refuses to investigate Zinoviev’s luxury lifestyle: Kotkin, p. 354.
5 Joffe depressed by corruption: letter to Trotsky, 19 September 1919, The Trotsky Pa-

pers, Vol. 1, p. 276.
6 Lenin’s offi ce: personal visit by the author, May 1987. Work habits: Lidia Fotieva, 

Pages from Lenin’s Life, Moscow, 1960, pp. 45–8. Lenin loved to laugh: Gorky, Days 
with Lenin, p. 58. Lenin appears dressed in Bokharan national costume: Fotieva, p. 63.

7 Lenin orders Lunacharsky to place busts in public places: RGASPI f. 637, op. 10, 

d. 7. Loses temper at Sovnarkom meeting over bust of Marx: Ulam, p. 388. Repri-

mands commandant of Kremlin about lift repairs: APRF f. 13, op. 7, d. 13. Wastes 

time on trivia: Trotsky, On Lenin, p. 173. Hunting trips with Krylenko, ‘the fox too 

pretty to shoot’: Louis Fischer, p. 397. Hunting with Rudzutak: Ralph Carter El-

wood, The Non-Geometric Lenin: Essays on the Development of the Bolshevik Party 
1910–1914, New York, 2011.

8 Visits to the theatre: Krupskaya, Reminiscences, pp. 301–3. Lunacharsky says Lenin 

is a philistine about art: Lunacharsky, Revolutionary Silhouettes, www.marxistsfr.

org/archive/lunachar/works/silhouet/index.htm. Admits to Zetkin he is a ‘barbar-

ian’: Zetkin, p. 62.
9 Lenin on Tolstoy: ‘Lev Tolstoy as the Mirror of the Russian Revolution’, CW, Vol. 8, 

1908, pp. 103–8. On Dostoyevsky to Valentinov, p. 232. Loathed Mayakovsky and 

wanted his poems published in smaller print runs: RGASPI f. 19, op. 11, d. 21.

46: REDS AND WHITES 
1 Whites ‘the last dream of the old world’: Marina Tsvetayeva (ed. Jamey Gambrell), 

Earthly Signs: Moscow Diaries, 1917–1921, London and New Haven, 2002. The 

Whites’ ‘old regime psychology’: Pyotr Struve, The End Results and the Essence of 
the Communist Enterprise, Paris 1921, CW, Vol. 11.

2 Trotsky as Commander of Red Army: Pipes, Russia Under the Bolshevik Regime, 

pp. 178–81; Robert Service, Trotsky: A Biography, London, 2009, pp. 285–91; and 

Evan Mawdsley, The Russian Civil War, Edinburgh, 2008. Trotsky recruits Tsarist 

offi cers: Figes, pp. 513–15 and Gippius, p. 135. Holding Tsarist offi cers hostage: 

Order Number 30, RGASPI f. 24, op. 8, d. 12. Lenin supports Trotsky: RGASPI f. 

17, op. 8 1, d. 18.
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3 Whites’ strategy and leaders: Mawdsley, pp. 73–80; Pipes, Russia Under the Bol-
shevik Regime, pp. 179–88; Anton Denikin, The Russian Turmoil, Berlin, 1922; and 

Alexander Kerensky, The Kerensky Memoirs, New York, 1965, pp. 297–301
4 Western aid to the Whites: Mawdsley, pp. 186–92; British Cabinet discussion on 

support for Whites: Figes, p. 597 and David Lloyd George, War Diaries, London, 

1938; American Secretary of State: quotes from FRUS 1918, Russia, Chapter 13, 

digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/FRUS.FRUS1918
5 Lenin, war telegrams, to Trotsky, Simbirsk: RGASPI f. 567, op. 13, d. 9; to Party 

leaders, Saratov: RGASPI f. 16, op. 9 1, d. 21; to Baku: RGASPI f. 16, op. 9 1, d. 10. 

Orders hostage-taking: Pipes, The Unknown Lenin, pp. 44–5 and document 20 from 

RGASPI f. 16, op. 9 1, d. 18.
6 Rivalry between Trotsky and Stalin, who see Kollontai with her lover Dybenko: cited 

in Sebag Montefi ore, The Young Stalin, p. 319. Stalin wants Trotsky removed as Red 

Amy chief: RGASPI f. 18, op. 6 1, d. 17. Trotsky demands Stalin recalled from Tsarit-

syn: The Trotsky Papers, Vol. 1, p. 399. Lenin needed both of them: Kotkin, p. 376.
7 Whites’ atrocities: Kerensky, p. 347. Wrangel quote: Peter Wrangel, Always with 

Honour, New York, 1957.
8 Pogroms by Whites: Figes, pp. 638–44 and Volkogonov, pp. 337–41. Red pogroms: 

Volkogonov, p. 242. Reports by Reds to Lenin: RGASPI f. 15, op. 9 1, d. 12. Lenin’s 

gramophone recording, ‘On Pogroms’ and ‘The Persecution of the Jews’: CW, Vol. 

40, pp. 287–9.
9 British use chemical weapons against Reds: Milton, pp. 186–8 and Mawdsley, pp. 

157–8. Lloyd George asks Churchill to keep quiet about Russia: Louis Fischer, p. 

398. Woodrow Wilson’s peace initiative: William Bullitt, The Bullitt Mission to Rus-
sia, New York, 1919 and Figes, pp. 609–10. Why the Whites lost: Gippius, p. 188.

47: FUNERAL IN MOSCOW
1 Lenin overcome with emotion at Inessa’s funeral: Alexandra Kollontai, quoted in 

Body, p. 34 and Balabanova, p. 135.
2 Lenin’s letters to Inessa before her fi nal illness: RGASPI f. 127. Letter to Inès, ‘give 

the letter personally to VI’: quoted in Bardawil. Inessa’s last letter to Lenin: RGASPI 

f. 127, op. 13, d. 19. 
3 Inessa’s last journey to Caucasus: Lenin to Ordzhonikidze, RGASPI f. 127, op. 13, 

d. 12. Inessa’s diary of her illness: RGASPI f. 127, op. 6, d. 12. Details of illness: 

Polina Vinogradskaya, Sobytiya i pamiatnye vstrechi, Moscow, 1926.
4 Lenins unoffi cial guardians to Inessa’s daughters: Varvara Armand, ‘Zhivaya nit’, 

Novyi Mir, No. 4, 1967; Polina Vinogradskaya, in Nadezhda Krupskaya (ed.), Pamyati 
Inessy Armand, Moscow, 1926; Pearson, Inessa Armand, pp. 213–15. Nadya’s affection 

for Inessa: McNeal, p. 202. Grigory Kotov, in Kollontai, Pamyati Inessy Armand, p.36.

48: THE ‘INTERNATIONALE’
1 Clara Zetkin, ‘his face shrank’: Zetkin, p. 16.
2 Creation of the Comintern: report of First Comintern Congress, APRF f. 23; Pipes, 

The Unknown Lenin, pp. 127–33; and Volkogonov, pp. 219–21.
3 War with Poland, background: Service, Lenin, pp. 390–3; Figes, pp. 623–5; and 

Volkogonov, pp. 228–31. Lenin admits defeat at Tenth Communist Party Congress, 

9 March 1921: CW, Vol. 38, pp. 239–42. Explains to Clara Zetkin: Zetkin, p. 28.
4 Balabanova, fi rst Secretary of Comintern, ‘spend millions’: Balabanova, p. 164. 

Lenin approves vast sums to foment revolution in Afghanistan: Volkogonov, pp. 
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391–7 and APRF f. 27, op. 3, d. 9; in Korea: APRF f. 27, op. 4, d. 8; in Finland: 

APRF f. 27, op. 4, d. 10. Approves money for John Reed: Central State special ar-

chive, TsGOA f. 4, d. 13. 

49: REBELS AT SEA AND ON LAND
1 Kronstadt rebellion, background: Louis Fischer, pp. 415–16; Emma Goldman, My 

Disillusionment in Russia, London, 1925, pp. 146–9; Pipes, Russia Under the Bolshe-
vik Regime, pp. 213–16. Trotsky ordered to suppress uprising: The Trotsky Papers, 

Vol. 2, pp. 57–60.
2 Petrichenko’s last appeal to Trotsky, 4 March 1921, Kronstadt Izvestia and to Emma 

Goldman, p. 151. Tukachevsky, ‘not a battle, an inferno’: Russian State Military Ar-

chive, TsGASA f. 339986, op. 3, d. 56.
3 Cheka killed suspect by accident: cited in Figes, p. 635. Lenin to Gorky, ‘they are 

good people . . . that is why we must arrest them’: Yedlin, p. 218. Lenin, ‘dictatorship 

means use of force, not of law’, to Zinoviev: RGASPI f. 16, op. 9, d 12.
4 Gorky saves dissidents from prison, Lenin released Ivan Volny, 12 April 1919: 

RGASPI f. 18, op. 12, d. 34; asks Lenin for release of Blok’s secretary, March 1920: 

RGASPI f. 19, op. 8, d. 13. Dzerzhinsky told to investigate case of actress Nadezhda 

Nikulia: RGASPI f. 19, op. 9, d. 114.
5 Volga famine, background: Pipes, Russia Under the Bolshevik Regime, pp. 386–90 

and Henry Fisher Report on American Relief Administration  effort in Russia, ARA 

fi les, Hoover Foundation, Stanford, California. Lenin ordered Molotov to spy on 

Hoover’s relief volunteers: APRF f. 20, op. 11, d. 9.
6 Peasant revolt in Tambov Province: Volkogonov, pp. 345–7 and Pipes, Russia Un-

der the Bolshevik Regime, pp. 281–3. Tukachevsky uses chemical weapons and burns 

down villages: TsGASA f. 339727, op. 2, d. 13.
7 Lenin’s campaign against Church, background: Pipes, The Unknown Lenin, pp. 

119–23; Volkogonov, pp. 387–92; and Figes, pp. 624–7. Patriarch Tikhon excommu-

nicates Bolsheviks: cited in Pipes, Russia Under the Bolshevik Regime. Lenin’s note to 

Central Committee, ‘we can smash the church’: Volkogonov, pp. 381–3.
8 Millions seized from Church: APRF f. 18, op. 9, d. 11.

50: INTIMATIONS OF MORTALITY
1 Lenin had been considered ‘of robust health’: Trotsky, On Lenin, p. 201.
2 ‘I am unwell’: letter to Zetkin, CW, Vol. 45, p. 167. Requests leave of absence from 

colleagues in July: RGASPI f. 11, op. 7, d. 9; again in December: RGASPI f. 11, op. 

9, d. 4. Tells doctors to remove one of the bullets in his body left after Kaplan murder 

attempt: Rozanov, p. 3.
3 Bertrand Russell meeting with Lenin: Russell, The Practice and Theory of Bolshe-

vism, London, 1920. ‘Lenin always wore the same tie’: Simon Liberman, cited in 

Clark, p. 398. Sculptor Clare Sheridan makes a bust of Lenin: Sheridan, Russian Por-
traits, London, 1921.

51: REVOLUTION – AGAIN 
1 Bukharin explains the NEP, ‘We are making economic concessions to avoid having 

to make political ones’: APRF f. 12, op. 6, d. 9.
2 Lenin defends NEP to Party Central Committee, 12 June 1921: CW, Vol. 45, p. 238. 

Speech toTenth Party Congress, 16 March 1921: CW, Vol. 45, p. 217.
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3 Campaign against bureaucracy, ‘We should be hanged for creating red tape’: cited in 

Louis Fischer, p. 498. 

52: THE LAST BATTLE
1 Maria Ulyanova on Lenin’s stroke: Maria Ulyanova, Olerine i sem’ye Ulyanovikh, 

RGASPI f. 16, op. 3, d. 6.
2 Lenin wanted to kill himself and ‘die like the Lafargues’: ibid. Stalin saw Lenin and 

said he would give him cyanide ‘if it becomes necessary’: Kotkin, p. 313.
3 He was still issuing orders to the Cheka: RGASPI f. 13, op. 9, d. 7; and to Justice 

Commissar about the new penal code: RGASPI f. 13, op. 8, d. 13.
4 Was not like the old Lenin making speeches: French Communist, quoted in Clark, p. 

493.
5 Stalin refused to give him poison, ‘I do not have the strength’: Kotkin, p. 315.
6 Lenin’s ‘Last Testament’, background: Service, Lenin, pp. 450–2; Fotieva, VoVIL, 

Vol. 8, pp. 180–90; and Volkogonov, pp. 390–5.
7 Lenin’s last row with Stalin: Kotkin, pp. 320–2; Krupskaya, letter to Kamenev: 

RGASPI f. 12, op. 3, d. 9; Lenin’s message to Stalin: RGASPI f. 12, op. 3, d. 11; 

Stalin’s reply: RGASPI f. 12, op. 3, d. 12. March 1923 stroke and Professor Kramer 

quote: Moshe Lewin, Lenin’s Last Struggle, New York, 1967.
8 Nadya’s letter to Zetkin: RGASPI f. 12, op. 9, d. 1; Nadya to Inna Armand, 23 May 

1923: RGASPI f. 12, op. 9, d. 11; letter on 2 September: RGASPI f. 12, op. 9, d. 13. 

Lenin’s nephew Gora’s visit: record at RGASPI f. 13, op. 11, d. 17. Visit by artist 

Yuri Annenkov: cited by Volkogonov, p. 374.
9 Lenin’s last day remembered: Bukharin, Pravda, 30 January 1924; death described 

in Krupskaya, Reminiscences, pp. 301–2.

53: ‘AN EXPLOSION OF NOISE’
1 ‘Unmistakable grief’ after Lenin’s death: Valentinov, p. 288. 
2 Funeral described: Walter Duranty, New York Times, 28 January 1924; Bukharin, 

Pravda, 29 January 1924; Balabanova, p. 215; and Lunacharsky, www.marxists.org/

archive/lunachar.

54: LENIN LIVES
1 Funeral Commission orders embalming the body for forty days: RGASPI f. 17, op. 

9, d. 13. Dzherzhinsky, ‘If science can preserve a human body’: Politburo minutes, 

25 January 1924, RGASPI f. 17, op. 17, op 8, d. 13. Trotsky objects to embalmment: 

The Trotsky Papers, Vol. 2, p. 59. Nadya’s letter to Inna Armand: RGASPI f. 12, op. 

13, d. 18.
2 The ‘Troika’ ensure that Lenin’s Testament is ‘buried’ at Politburo: RGASPI f. 17, 

op. 11, d. 13; and at Council of Elders: RGASPI f. 17, op. 11, d. 16 and Kotkin, pp. 

424–6. Zinoviev’s speech at Central Committee, ‘Every word of Ilyich is law to us’: 

RGASPI f. 17, op. 12, d. 116. 
3 Lunacharsky on the shape of Lenin’s skull: Pravda, 3 September 1918. Studies by the 

Institute of the Brain: Volkogonov, pp. 400–2; post-mortem reports: Rozanov, p. 23; 

Service, Lenin, p. 463; and Louis Fischer, p. 483.
4 Immortalisation Commission and embalming Lenin: Volkogonov, pp. 406–10; Ilya 

Zbarsky and Samuel Hutchinson, Lenin’s Embalmers, London, 1998; Service, Lenin, 

pp. 453–4; and John Gray, The Immortalisation Commission, London, 2010.
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