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As a baby, Vladimir Ulyanov was ‘top-heavy’ — his head seemed too big for his
body, according to his sister Anna. And ‘he was very noisy, a great bawler’.



-

The nest of gentlefolk: the Ulyanov family in 1879. From left to right: Olga,
Maria Alexandrovna (with daughter Maria on her lap), Alexander (standing),

Dmitry (seated), Ilya Nikolayevich, Anna and Vladimir.

?




Alexander ‘Sasha’ Ulyanov, a
brilliant natural sciences student,
a few months before he was
hanged at the age of twenty-one.

Lenin’s older sister, Anna Ilyinichna, in His other sister, Maria. Both sisters

her early twenties. were active revolutionaries who were
repeatedly jailed and exiled and who made
big sacrifices for Lenin’s career.



Al

Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya (Nadya) aged twenty-one, three years before
she met her future husband Vladimir. ‘He could never have loved a woman whose
opinions he totally disagreed with and who was not a comrade in his work.’



The police ‘mugshot’ of Vladimir Ulyanov taken when he was arrested for the
first time in 1895.



Leon Trotsky around the
time he and Lenin first
met in 1902, when his
affectionate conspiratorial
pseudonym was ‘Pen’.

Yuli Martov (Julius
Osipovich Tsederbaum),
Lenin’s closest male friend
for many years until the
two became bitter enemies
and political opponents.




Nadya aged twenty-six.



Inessa Armand, Lenin’s mistress. ‘She seemed to be an inexhaustible spring of
life . . . the fiery flame of revolution,” according to one of her comrades.



Grigory Zinoviev (Hirsch Apfelbaum), Lenin’s most loyal sidekick and lick-
spittle in their exile years. Later, after the Revolution, he became head of the
Communist International.



Lev Kamenev (Leon Rozenfeld) spent many years in European exile with Lenin.
Lenin was contemptuous about his ‘weakness’ but enjoyed his jokes and gossip.



A

A young Joseph Stalin — ‘the wonderful Georgian’, as Lenin once described
him — around 1907, when he organised a great bank robbery in Tiflis to finance
the Bolshevik Party.



Lenin in hiding in Finland, three weeks before the October Revolution, disguised
as a Finnish worker, the only extant picture of him as an adult without his trade-
mark beard.



Lenin in Red Square addressing the soldiers and Communist Party activists on
the first anniversary of the October Revolution, 1918.



Felix Dzerzhinsky (centre), head of the Cheka, ‘the sword and shield’ of the

Communist Party. ‘Iron Felix’, fanatical, ruthless, ice-cold and ascetic, was the

most hated and feared man in Russia after 1917.



For the last nine months of his life, Lenin could hardly speak more than a handful

of words or walk, and was confined to a wheelchair most of the time. His decline
was kept a strict state secret for months.



o
A
—

The Afterlife. While Lenin lay in state, his successors, against his family’s wishes,
made the decision to embalm his body — ‘for ever if we can,” said Dzerzhinsky —
and place him on public display. He still draws huge crowds every year.



PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS

Antonov-Ovseyenko, Vladimir (1884-1939)

First World War officer in T'sarist army who threw in his lot with Lenin.
One of the military planners of the Bolshevik coup. He led the Red
Guards who entered the Winter Palace at the climax of the Revolution
and arrested the surviving members of the Provisional Government.
Later became one of Lenin’s most ruthless hatchet men, suppressing
revolts by peasants in 1920-21. Was shot following a show trial during
Stalin’s Great Purge.

Armand, Inessa (1874-1920)

One of the best-known Bolshevik feminists until Lenin’s death, when
she was written out of the official Soviet histories because of her rela-
tionship with Lenin. She was his mistress in an on-off love affair — and
a close working relationship — that continued from 1910 until she died.
The only time Lenin was seen to break down in public was at her fu-
neral. She had four children by her husband, whom she had left for her
brother-in-law. Was on the ‘sealed train’ from Zurich to Petrograd in
1917. After she died, Lenin and his wife became guardians of Inessa’s
daughters Inna and Varvara.

Balabanova, Angelica (1878-1965)

Bolshevik supporter and admirer of Lenin, who grew disenchanted with
him. In exile together during the 1900s. After the Revolution she was
the first Secretary of the Communist International (Comintern), estab-
lished to encourage Communist Parties throughout the world and plot
Marxist revolutions. Wrote one of the first (and best) accounts of Lenin
and his character.

Bogdanov, Alexander (1873-1928)
Doctor, philosopher, journalist and early Marxist. Supported Lenin in
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LENIN THE DICTATOR

the Bolshevik-Menshevik split, but broke with him over philosophi-
cal disputes about religion. Lenin in the early 1900s saw him as a rival
as leader of the Bolsheviks and expelled him from the Party. Opposed
the 1917 Revolution, but took senior posts afterwards in the arts estab-
lishment and medicine. Founded the Soviet Blood Transfusion Service;
died following a medical experiment on himself.

Bonch-Bruevich, Vladimir (1873-1955)

Bolshevik activist in Petrograd and an old friend of Lenin’s family. A
publisher until the Revolution, when he became Lenin’s personal secre-
tary and head of his private office until 1920. Thereafter an official at the
Soviet Academy of Science and Director of the State Literary Museum.

Bukharin, Nikolai (1888-1938)

Bolshevik activist and the leading Communist ideologist after Lenin,
who mentored him as a gifted journalist and speaker. Took a series of
leading positions in the Communist Party after the Revolution, includ-
ing editor of the Party newspaper Pravda for many years. The last of the
Soviet magnates to see Lenin, whom he visited on the day of his death.
Fell out with Stalin in the 1930s, tried and shot in the purges.

Chernyshevsky, Nikolai (1828-89)

Writer and political activist who spent twenty-five years in jail, pe-
nal servitude and Siberian exile. Lenin’s literary hero. Lenin admitted
that Chernyshevsky’s novel What Is To Be Done?, written when he was
in prison, was as big an influence on his socialist politics as any of the
works by Marx. Lenin carried a picture of Chernyshevsky in his wallet
for most of his adult life.

Dzerzhinsky, Felix (1877-1926)

The first head of the Cheka, the Communist Party’s secret police, which
later morphed into the NKVD and eventually the KGB. An extreme
ascetic. Offspring of minor Polish nobility, he was known as the Iron
Count or Iron Felix. Spent years in Tsarist jails for offences ranging
from speaking Polish at school to forming a Communist Party in Po-
land. Tortured severely and lived with scarring on his ankles and arms.
Established the Cheka as the ‘sword and shield’ of the Communist Party,
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PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS

operating outside the law from the first and answerable only to Lenin.

Fotieva, Lidia (1881-1971)

Bolshevik exile with Lenin in Paris and Switzerland in the 1900s.
Lenin’s private secretary in Petrograd after the Revolution and in Mos-
cow later. Wrote extensively about Lenin’s life and working habits and
worked in the Lenin Museum from the 1930s.

Gorky, Maxim (real name Alexei Peshkov, 1868-1936)

Playwright, novelist, socialist political activist. Became the best-known
writer — and the highest-paid — for his books on his orphaned childhood
and life in extreme poverty. Exiled after the failed Revolution of 1905,
lived in Capri and the US. A supporter and generous financial backer
of Lenin and the Bolsheviks. A severe critic of Lenin after the Revolu-
tion, though he remained a personal friend. Helped many writers and
artists who faced persecution. Left Russia but returned under Stalin’s
dictatorship.

Kamenev, Lev (real name LevRozenfeld, 1882-1936)

Revolutionary conspirator with Lenin for many years in exile. Married
to Trotsky’s sister, Olga. Opposed the Bolshevik coup but took senior
positions in the Party after the Revolution. Lenin sent him on a series of
personal ultra-secret and diplomatic missions after the coup. One of the
‘troika’ — with Stalin and Zinoviev —who took power after Lenin’s health
collapsed in 1922. Stalin had him purged in a show trial and executed.

Kerensky, Alexander (1881-1971)

Lawyer, journalist, moderate socialist. A famously melodramatic orator
who attracted huge crowds to his speeches. The leading figure in the
Provisional Government that took power in Russia after the February
1917 Revolution and the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II, but proved a
weak and indecisive Prime Minister. Overthrown by Lenin in the Oc-
tober Revolution. Exiled to France and then the US, where he spent the
last four decades of his life.

Kollontai, Alexandra (1872-1952)
Revolutionary feminist whose first campaign was for education of
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LENIN THE DICTATOR

women workers. Talented novelist and author. In exile the leading Bol-
shevik in Scandinavia, trusted by Lenin. Rival of Inessa Armand as
feminist propagandist. After Revolution, the first Commissar for Social
Welfare. Clashed with Lenin on workers’ rights, removed from senior
Party positions and sent as Soviet Ambassador to Norway. Her book A
Great Love was said to be based on the affair between Lenin and Inessa
Armand. Had a series of love affairs of her own with leading Bolshevik
revolutionaries.

Krasin, Leonid (1870-1926)

Electrical engineer and one of the few Bolsheviks who had ever worked
in a business. Chief fundraiser for the Party, who managed to persuade
millionaires to give money to the revolutionary cause. Head of the ‘tech-
nical department’ of the Party which organised bank robberies within
Russia. After the Revolution, had high positions in Soviet trade and
economic commissariats.

Krupskaya, Nadezhda (1869-1939)

Daughter of army officer and schoolteacher, both from minor nobility.
Qualified as a teacher and taught workers to read and write. A passion-
ately committed revolutionary socialist. Lenin’s wife from 1898 — they
married when both were exiled to Siberia for political offences. Lived
with Lenin for nearly twenty years in exile and held senior posts in the
Bolshevik Party, organising clandestine networks and handling agents.
After the Revolution held senior post at the Commissariat of Public En-
lightenment. Objected to the idea of embalming Lenin’s body after he
died and displaying it, but lost the battle. Opposed Stalin after Lenin
died for a few years but turned into a reluctant Stalin loyalist for the last
dozen years of her life.

Lunacharsky, Anatoly (1875-1933)

A revolutionary from school days and a supporter of Lenin after the
Bolshevik- Menshevik split in 1903. A prolific and gifted writer of lit-
erary criticism, a close friend of Gorky. Broke with Lenin briefly but
joined the Bolsheviks again. Was on the ‘sealed train’ from Switzerland
to Russia. Became the first Commissar for Enlightenment after the Rev-
olution, responsible for Soviet culture and education. Removed from
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PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS

office by Stalin after Lenin died and despatched to diplomatic posts
away from Russia.

Malinovsky, Roman (1876-1918)

A metalworker, jailed for theft and charged with attempted rape.
Released from prison, became active in trade unions and the Social
Democratic Party. Caught the eye of Lenin in 1909 as a highly intel-
ligent, authentic working-class leader. Lenin promoted him to be the
most important Bolshevik inside Russia. A double agent for the T'sa-
rist secret police, the Okhrana, for whom he was the most highly paid
agent provocateur and spy they had ever employed. He betrayed scores
of Bolshevik activists, who were arrested and exiled — including Stalin,
Sverdlov and Bukharin. Despite the evidence Lenin refused to believe
he was a traitor. At the start of the First World War he absconded to
Germany and after the February Revolution Okhrana files revealed his
double life. He returned to Russia in 1918 and was shot.

Martov, Yuli (born Julius T'sederbaum, 1873-1923)

Founder and leading thinker of the Mensheviks. Exiled to Siberia and
Western Europe for two decades. Had been Lenin’s closest male friend
and they were inseparable when they launched Russia’s first Marxist
party, the Social Democrats, together and began the newspaper Iskra.
But they fell out in a vicious dispute that split the Party irrevocably in
1903. A highly popular man, fine writer and witty speaker, he returned
to Russia in 1917, but objected to Lenin’s seizure of power. Lenin al-
lowed him to leave Russia and he went into exile again in 1920, to Berlin,

where he died of TB.

Plekhanov, Georgy (1856-1918)

The ‘father’ of Russian Marxism. Escaped from Russia in 1880, just be-
fore the police were about to arrest him. His books Our Differences (1885)
and, despite its title, The Development of a Monist View of History, be-
came classic Marxist texts, famous throughout Europe. Established the
Social Democratic Party and Iskra with Lenin but repeatedly clashed
with him. Supported the First World War, against Lenin. Returned to
Russia in 1917 and objected to the Bolshevik coup. Went into hiding
shortly afterwards, fearing for his life. Died from a natural illness.
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Stolypin, Pyotr (1862-1911)

The most able statesman and administrator of the late Tsarist period.
Launched a series of agrarian and economic reforms — but also draco-
nian measures against ‘subversives’ in which thousands of people were
killed. Lenin admired him as a clever politician and opponent. Assassi-
nated in Kiev by a Socialist Revolutionary, but the evidence suggested
that the murder was planned by rivals in the Tsarist police and royal
court.

Sverdlov, Yakov (1885-1919)

Arrested first aged barely eighteen and jailed numerous times before
1917. A staunch Lenin loyalist and number two in the administrative
machine after the Bolshevik Revolution. Lenin said it ‘would need six
men to replace Sverdlov’. He was the chief organiser and fixer in the
regime, who carried out much of the secret dirty work Lenin would
delegate to nobody else, such as organising the murder of the Tsar and
his family. When Lenin was shot and, briefly, out of action after an as-
sassination attempt, Sverdlov took over the reins. Died in the post-war
influenza epidemic.

Trotsky, Leon (born Lev Bronstein, 1879-1940)

Marxist thinker and prolific writer. Originally a supporter of Lenin and
contributor to Iskra, but sided with the Mensheviks in the Party split
and then was neutral. Venomous disagreements with Lenin for a dozen
years afterwards. A sparkling speaker who became famous in the failed
1905 Revolution when he led the Petrograd Soviet. In 1917 he made
peace and sided with Lenin and became the public face of the Revolu-
tion — much better known than Lenin. He organised the Bolshevik coup
and was head of the Red Army during the Civil War. Sidelined by Stalin

after Lenin’s death and forced into exile. Murdered on Stalin’s orders.

Ulyanov, Alexander (1866—-87)

Lenin’s older brother (by three years). Gifted natural science student
at St Petersburg University. Involved in a bungled plot by the People’s
Will revolutionary group to assassinate Tsar Alexandra III. Arrested,
tried in secret and hanged six weeks after his twenty-first birthday.
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Ulyanov, Ilya (1831-86)

Lenin’s father. Leading T'sarist civil servant, an inspector of schools,
who rose to the status of nobility because of his official rank as an ad-
ministrator. Moderate liberal in politics. Died of a stroke when his son
Vladimir was fifteen.

Ulyanova-Elizarova, Anna (1864-1935)
Lenin’s older sister, a revolutionary socialist, who was arrested, jailed
and exiled several times for her radical political activities. Married ship-
ping agent Mark Elizarov and adopted a son, Gora. Wrote an Ulyanov
family history in the 1930s detailing, among other things, her mother’s
Jewish background, which Stalin censored.

Ulyanova, Maria Alexandrovna (1835-1916)

Lenin’s mother, whom he often described as ‘a saint — pure and simple’.
She was never a Marxist or any kind of socialist, but subsidised his revo-
lutionary politics, and was a constant support to all her radical children.
Throughout his two decades of exile he wrote her a constant stream of
letters.

Ulyanova, Maria Ilyinichna (1878-1937)

Lenin’s younger sister. Jailed and exiled regularly for her political ac-
tivities. Occasionally lived with Lenin and Nadya in Switzerland and
Poland — and shared an apartment with them in the Kremlin after the
Revolution. Was given a senior post in the Communist Party after the
Revolution by her brother, and a high-level job on the Party newspaper,
Pravda.

Zinoviev, Grigory (born Hirsch Apfelbaum, 1883-1936)

Lenin’s most faithful sidekick and aide during his years of exile from
1903, in Paris, Geneva, Poland and Zurich. Returned to Russia with
Lenin on the ‘sealed train’. Opposed the October coup and, initially,
the establishment of a one-party state, but took leading jobs after the
Revolution —as head of the Bolshevik Party in Petrograd and later Sec-
retary of the Comintern. A popular speaker and after Lenin’s death the
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chief cheerleader of the ‘Lenin cult’ of mass hero worship. One of the
‘troika’ of leaders who succeeded Lenin but fell foul of Stalin, who drove
him out of the Communist Party. Tried with Kamenev in the first of the
show trials in Stalin’s Great Terror and shot.
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NOTES

PROLOGUE: THE COUP D'ETAT

The best accounts of the October Revolution remain the eyewitness reporting of

Nikolai Sukhanov, The Russian Revolution 1917: A Personal Record, London, 1955

(from the Russian Zapitski o Revolutsii, originally published in 1922), John Reed, Ten

Days That Shook the World, New York, 1919, and despite, in places, its manifest parti

pris distortions, Leon Trotsky, The History of the Russian Revolution, London, 1934.

The best modern account in English is Orlando Figes, A People’s Tragedy: The Russian

Revolution 1891-1924, London, 1996. I have drawn on all these works here.

! Lenin’s Collected Works — around 9.5 million words of them — were published in the

former USSR in various editions, the latest of them in 45 volumes between 1965—

1973. I shall refer to them here, throughout, as CW. Lenin’s letters to Fofanova and

the Bolshevik Central Committee: CW, Vol. 44, pp. 68—72. The danger on Petrograd

streets, Reed, p. 83.

Lenin’s arrival at Smolny: Harrison Salisbury, Black Night, White Snow: Russia’s

Revolutions 1905-1917, New York, 1978, pp. 434-42; Trotsky, History of the Russian

Revolution, p. 288.

Disorganisation of the October coup: Figes, pp. 484-90; Nikolai Podvoisky, ‘Lenin

in October’, Krasnaya Gazeta, 6 November 1927.

Lenin’s furious pace of work: Podvoisky. Choosing the title People’s Commissars:

Trotsky, My Life, New York, 1930, pp. 427-31.

Lenin’s anger: Podvoisky; ministers in Winter Palace: Salisbury, pp. 440-6, Figes,

pp. 495-497, Richard Pipes, The Russian Revolution 1899-1919, London, 1990, pp.

514-16.

Lenin’s statement at Soviet Congress: CW, Vol. 44, p. 83.

Provisional Government in Winter Palace: Pipes, pp. 515-17.

Petrograd during the coup: Sukhanov, pp. 392—4; Reed, pp. 195-7.

Storming of the Winter Palace: Podvoisky; Figes, pp. 515-17; Trotsky, History of the

Russian Revolution, pp. 313-15; Sukhanov, pp. 396-9.

10 Trotsky’s speech at Congress of Soviets: Isaac Deutscher, The Prophet Armed: 1879—
1921, New York, 1954, p. 397; Lenin’s speech: Reed, p. 213.

© o u o

1: ANEST OF GENTLEFOLK

The best accounts of Lenin’s family and childhood are by his two sisters — Anna
Ulyanova-Elizarova, Vospominaniya ob Il'iche, published in Moscow in 1934 and
translated into English as The Childhood and School Years of Vladimir Ulyanov, Mos-
cow, 1988; and Maria Ulyanova, O lenine 1 sem’ye Ulyanovikh: vospominaniya ocherki
pisma, Moscow 1978. Robert Service, Lenin: A Biography, London, 2000; Dmitry
Volkogonov (trans. Harold Shukman), Lenin: Life and Legacy, London, 1994; Louis
Fischer, The Life of Lenin, London, 1995; and Ronald Clark, Lenin: The Man Behind
the Mask, London, 1988.
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Men had to agree with him, Mikhail Silvin: quoted in Adam Ulam, Lenin and the
Bolsheviks, London, 1966.

Lenin’s mother and Blank family background: Volkogonov, pp. 45-9.

Children’s love for mother: Anna Ulyanova-Elizarova, p. 33.

Maria Alexandrovna’s charm: cited in Clark, p. 64.

Ilya Ulyanov, Lenin’s father, background and politics: Anna Ulyanova- Elizarova, p.
21, and Maria Ulyanova, p. 17. Gorky on Lenin’s ‘traits of a nobleman’: ‘Untimely
Thoughts’ column, Novaya Zhizn, 17 November 1917.

2: A CHILDHOOD IDYLL

Lenin as a child: Anna Ulyanova-Elizarova, pp. 2-41, and Maria Ulyanova, pp.
5-17; Robert Service, pp. 33—41; Clark, pp. 21-30.

Simbirsk described by Ivan Goncharov, Oblomov, London, 1989. Lenin’s early read-
ing and playing games: Service, pp. 37—42; Richard Abraham, Kerensky: The First
Lowve of the Revolution, London, 1987; Lenin and chess: Fischer, pp. 98-101.

The Ulyanovs at Kokushkino: Anna Ulyanova-Elizarova, pp. 31-3.

Lenin’s education: Service, pp. 36—7; Fischer, pp. 45-51.

Memories from classmates at school: Clark, pp. 61-3.

Lenin not interested in politics in adolescence: Anna Ulyanova-Elizarova, p. 26.
Death of Lenin’s father: Maria Ulyanov, pp. 29-31.

3: THE HANGED MAN

Sasha’s execution: Salisbury, pp. 5-9; Bertram Wolfe, Three Who Made a Revolution,
Boston, 1955, pp. 72—4; Philip Pomper, Lenin’s Brother: The Origins of the October
Revolution, New York, 2010, pp. 173-9.

Sasha’s childhood and youth: Anna Ulyanova-Elizarova, pp. 26-8.

Lenin’s hatred for bourgeois liberals who snubbed his mother: Leon Trotsky, The
Young Lenin, New York, 1972, pp. 43—4; Isaac Deutscher, Lenin’s Childhood, Lon-
don, 1970, pp. 123-5.

Sasha’s assassination plot: Pomper, pp. 103-9. Trial: Wolfe, pp. 62—4. Meetings in
jail with his mother: Fischer, p. 124.

Vladimir’s reaction to death: Maria Ulyanova, p. 32, and quoted in Clark, pp. 86-8.
The bourgeois ‘traitors and cowards’: Nikolai Valentinov, Encounters With Lenin,
London, 1968, and letter to sisters Anna and Maria, 13 July 1901, CW, Vol. 43, p.
126.

A: THE POLICE STATE
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nicates Bolsheviks: cited in Pipes, Russia Under the Bolshevik Regime. Lenin’s note to
Central Committee, ‘we can smash the church’: Volkogonov, pp. 381-3.

Millions seized from Church: APRF f. 18, op. 9, d. 11.

50: INTIMATIONS OF MORTALITY

Lenin had been considered ‘of robust health’: Trotsky, On Lenin, p. 201.

‘Tam unwell’: letter to Zetkin, CW, Vol. 45, p. 167. Requests leave of absence from
colleagues in July: RGASPI{. 11, op. 7, d. 9; again in December: RGASPIf. 11, op.
9, d. 4. Tells doctors to remove one of the bullets in his body left after Kaplan murder
attempt: Rozanov, p. 3.

Bertrand Russell meeting with Lenin: Russell, The Practice and Theory of Bolshe-
vism, London, 1920. ‘Lenin always wore the same tie’: Simon Liberman, cited in
Clark, p. 398. Sculptor Clare Sheridan makes a bust of Lenin: Sheridan, Russian Por-
traits, London, 1921.

51: REVOLUTION - AGAIN

Bukharin explains the NEP, “We are making economic concessions to avoid having
to make political ones’: APRF f. 12, op. 6, d. 9.

Lenin defends NEP to Party Central Committee, 12 June 1921: CW, Vol. 45, p. 238.
Speech toTenth Party Congress, 16 March 1921: CW, Vol. 45, p. 217.
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3 Campaign against bureaucracy, ‘We should be hanged for creating red tape’: cited in
Louis Fischer, p. 498.

52: THE LAST BATTLE

Maria Ulyanova on Lenin’s stroke: Maria Ulyanova, Olerine i sem’ye Ulyanouvikh,
RGASPIA. 16, op. 3,d. 6.

Lenin wanted to kill himself and ‘die like the Lafargues’: ibid. Stalin saw Lenin and
said he would give him cyanide ‘if it becomes necessary’: Kotkin, p. 313.

He was still issuing orders to the Cheka: RGASPI f. 13, op. 9, d. 7; and to Justice
Commissar about the new penal code: RGASPI{. 13, op. 8, d. 13.

* Was not like the old Lenin making speeches: French Communist, quoted in Clark, p.
493.

5 Stalin refused to give him poison, ‘I do not have the strength’: Kotkin, p. 315.
Lenin’s ‘Last Testament’, background: Service, Lenin, pp. 450-2; Fotieva, VoVIL,
Vol. 8, pp. 180-90; and Volkogonov, pp. 390-5.

Lenin’s last row with Stalin: Kotkin, pp. 320-2; Krupskaya, letter to Kamenev:
RGASPI £. 12, op. 3, d. 9; Lenin’s message to Stalin: RGASPI f. 12, op. 3, d. 11;
Stalin’s reply: RGASPI {. 12, op. 3, d. 12. March 1923 stroke and Professor Kramer
quote: Moshe Lewin, Lenin’s Last Struggle, New York, 1967.

Nadya’s letter to Zetkin: RGASPI{. 12, op. 9, d. 1; Nadya to Inna Armand, 23 May
1923: RGASPIf. 12, op. 9, d. 11; letter on 2 September: RGASPI f. 12, op. 9, d. 13.
Lenin’s nephew Gora’s visit: record at RGASPI {. 13, op. 11, d. 17. Visit by artist
Yuri Annenkov: cited by Volkogonov, p. 374.

Lenin’s last day remembered: Bukharin, Pravda, 30 January 1924; death described
in Krupskaya, Reminiscences, pp. 301-2.

53: AN EXPLOSION OF NOISE

‘Unmistakable grief” after Lenin’s death: Valentinov, p. 288.

Funeral described: Walter Duranty, New York Times, 28 January 1924; Bukharin,
Pravda, 29 January 1924; Balabanova, p. 215; and Lunacharsky, www.marxists.org/
archive/lunachar.

50: LENIN LIVES

Funeral Commission orders embalming the body for forty days: RGASPI f. 17, op.
9, d. 13. Dzherzhinsky, ‘If science can preserve a human body’: Politburo minutes,
25 January 1924, RGASPI{. 17, op. 17, op 8, d. 13. Trotsky objects to embalmment:
The Trotsky Papers, Vol. 2, p. 59. Nadya’s letter to Inna Armand: RGASPIf. 12, op.
13,d.18.

2 The ‘Troika’ ensure that Lenin’s Testament is ‘buried’ at Politburo: RGASPI £. 17,
op. 11, d. 13; and at Council of Elders: RGASPI f. 17, op. 11, d. 16 and Kotkin, pp.
424—6. Zinoviev’s speech at Central Committee, ‘Every word of Ilyich is law to us’:
RGASPIf. 17, op. 12,d. 116.

* Lunacharsky on the shape of Lenin’s skull: Pravda, 3 September 1918. Studies by the
Institute of the Brain: Volkogonov, pp. 400-2; post-mortem reports: Rozanov, p. 23;
Service, Lenin, p. 463; and Louis Fischer, p. 483.

* Immortalisation Commission and embalming Lenin: Volkogonov, pp. 406-10; Ilya
Zbarsky and Samuel Hutchinson, Lenin’s Embalmers, London, 1998; Service, Lenin,
pp. 453—4; and John Gray, The Immortalisation Commission, London, 2010.
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