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About Your Professor
Thomas F. Madden
Thomas F. Madden is a professor of history and director of the Center for
Medieval and Renaissance Studies at Saint Louis University. His numerous
scholarly publications include Empires of Trust: How Rome Built—And
America Is Building—A New World (Dutton, 2008), The New Concise History
of the Crusades (Rowman and Littlefield, 2005), Enrico Dandolo and the Rise
of Venice (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003), and The Fourth Crusade:
The Conquest of Constantinople (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1997),
coauthored with Donald E. Queller. He is a recognized expert on pre-modern
history, frequently appearing in such venues as the New York Times,
Washington Post, USA Today, National Public Radio, the Discovery Channel,
and the History Channel. His scholarly awards include the Haskins Medal of
the Medieval Academy of America and the Otto Gründler Prize of the
Medieval Institute.
The following books provide an excellent supplement to the lectures
found in this course:
Bury, J.B. A History of the Roman Empire from Its Foundation to the
Death of Marcus Aurelius (27 B.C.–180 A.D.). 2nd rev. ed. London:
J. Murray, 1908.
Lintott, Andrew. Imperium Romanum: Politics and Administration. New York:
Routledge, 1993.
Wells, Colin. The Roman Empire. 2nd ed. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1995.
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The remaining parts of a colossal statue of Emperor Constantine are displayed in the courtyard of
the Musei Capitolini in Rome.

Introduction
Even millennia after its fall, the grand expanse of Roman achievement continues to affect not only American society, but the entire world as well. What
caused a civilization of such accomplishments to disintegrate? In this informative and lively series of lectures, renowned history professor Thomas F.
Madden serves as the ultimate guide through the fall of ancient Rome.
Professor Madden correlates the principles of Roman conduct—both governmental and military—that would forever change the world. Rome was an
empire unlike the world had ever seen, and one which will likely never be
duplicated. Peopled with personages of great distinction and even greater
ambition, at once notable for humanity’s great promise and flawed nature, the
Roman Empire contributed many of history’s proudest advancements—and
here Professor Madden invites audiences to explore all the grandeur of this
fallen empire.
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Lecture 1:
The Decline and Fall of What?

The Suggested Reading for this lecture is Bryan Ward-Perkins’s The
Fall of Rome and the End of Civilization.

LECTURE ONE

When most people refer to the fall of
Rome they are thinking of the middle one—
the collapse of Roman power in the West.
In this course we will examine the events
during the centuries of the Roman Empire
that would lead directly to that collapse.
The fall of Rome has intrigued people since
it happened. How could an empire of such
power and extent ever fall? Hundreds of
explanations have been offered over the
years. For Gibbon, the failure of Rome was
due to a failure of manhood. The virtues of
the Republic were lost. Christianity did not
help matters, Gibbon believed, for it
drained the best and brightest from service
to the state to service to God. Subsequent
historians have pointed to Rome’s economic woes during the third centuries onward
as well as the continuing problems of
Germanic migrations and invasions. Some
have even suggested that it was not so
much a fall as simply a transition to something different. Others have strongly
opposed this view. Systemic causes of
Rome’s decline, which are the most common, must however explain why they
caused the fall in the West, but allowed the
East to survive for another thousand years.
6
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What do we mean when we talk about the “decline and fall” of Rome? The
term itself comes from the monumental work by Edward Gibbon published
between 1776 and 1789. Gibbon set out to describe the events and reasons
behind the fall of Rome and ended up writing six volumes extending over one
thousand years. The problem is that there are several decline and falls in the
more than two millennia of Roman history. There is the decline and fall of the
Roman Republic, which was overturned by military strongmen later known as
emperors. This fall occurred in 27 B.C. There was the decline and fall of the
Roman Empire in the West, which culminated in the deposition of the last
emperor in Rome in 476 A.D. Then there is the final fall of the Roman state,
which takes place almost one thousand
years later in 1453.
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. What are most people referring to when they refer to the fall of Rome?
2. What are some theories to account for the fall of Rome?

Suggested Reading
Ward-Perkins, Bryan. The Fall of Rome and the End of Civilization. New ed.
New York: Oxford University Press USA, 2006.

Other Books of Interest
Ferrill, Arthur. The Fall of the Roman Empire: The Military Explanation.
London: Thames and Hudson, 1986.
Kagan, Donald, ed. The End of the Roman Empire: Decline or
Transformation? 3rd ed. Lexington, MA: D.C. Heath & Co., 1992.
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Lecture 2:
The Sick Republic

The Suggested Reading for this lecture is Adrian Goldsworthy’s In the
Name of Rome: The Men Who Won the Roman Empire.

Before exploring the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, we will have to
explore how it became an empire in the first place. Because it was these factors that actually sowed the seeds of Rome’s later demise. Rome was a
republic, a government that divided power among various magistrates and
assemblies while reserving sovereign power to the people. This had worked
well enough for the six centuries of Rome’s development; however, by 100
B.C., the republican system was under increasing strain. At root was the
problem of a government that was designed for a city-state having to adapt to
the needs of a far-flung empire. Over time, the generals in the field, who were
themselves men of importance in the Senate, began to use the military itself
as a tool of politics. Because of his popularity with the people and the
legions, Marius was able to hold the office of consul for years, despite the
long-standing tradition that no consul could succeed himself. For their part,
Sulla and Pompey led their Roman legions against Rome itself, becoming de
facto rulers of the republic for a while.
Julius Caesar came to power by the same means, but he and two other
Roman leaders, Pompey and Crassus, made an agreement called the First
Triumvirate, in which they agreed to work together to claim all effective power
in Rome. In the end, the triumvirate dissolved into civil war between Caesar
and Pompey. Caesar won, thus claiming an unprecedented level of power for
one man in the Roman world. A response was not long in coming. In 44 B.C.,
Caesar was assassinated on the steps of the Senate House by a group of
senators who sought to preserve the republic. But their actions only fueled
the fire by employing violence as a political activity. Their subsequent attempt
to pit one strongman (Octavian)
against another (Mark Antony)
failed miserably as the two teamed
up to wage war against those who
had opposed them.
The Roman system of government
was broken, that was clear. But what
could take its place?
Gaius Julius Caesar

LECTURE TWO

Caesar’s conquest of Gaul extended the Roman world
to the Atlantic Ocean. He also conducted the first Roman
invasion of Britain in 55 B.C. With the collapse of the
triumvirate, Caesar led his legions across the Rubicon
River, beginning a civil war in 49 B.C. from which he
emerged as the undisputed master of the Roman world.

© Andrei Nekrassov/shutterstock.com
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. Why was Rome’s republican system under such strain by 100 B.C.?
2. What was the First Triumvirate?

Suggested Reading
Goldsworthy, Adrian. In the Name of Rome: The Men Who Won the Roman
Empire. New ed. London: Phoenix Press, 2004.

Other Books of Interest
Goldsworthy, Adrian. Caesar: Life of a Colossus. New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 2008.
Scullard, H.H. From the Gracchi to Nero: A History of Rome from 133 BC to
AD 68. 5th ed. London: Routledge, 1982.
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Lecture 3:
The Augustan Revolution

LECTURE THREE

It was Octavian who
found a solution to
Rome’s problem,
although it would cost the
Romans their republic.
After defeating the conspirators who killed Julius
Caesar, Octavian and
Mark Antony set about
dividing the empires
between them. Bringing
Lepidus, a general who
controlled much of the
navy, into the agreement,
the three men had extraordinary powers granted
to them by the people in
order to deal with the
problems of the civil war.
The Second Triumvirate
gave to the men, but particularly to Octavian and
Mark Antony, extraordiAugustus of Prima Porta
nary powers. Antony took
A marble copy of a bronze statue devoted to Augustus by
the Senate in 20 B.C. Originally set up for public display, it
control of the eastern half
was discovered in 1863 in the Villa of Livia at Prima Porta,
of the empire, which was
near Rome. Augustus’s wife, Livia Drusilla, retired to the
itself wealthy. There he
villa after his death. The sculpture is now displayed in the
fell in love with
Braccio Nuovo of the Vatican Museums in Rome.
Cleopatra, who had previously been married to
Julius Caesar and bore him a son. She married Antony and bore him several
children. Together they planned to merge Rome and Egypt into one state with
them as the sole rulers. This did not play well in Rome, where Octavian and
his supporters cast Antony as a besotted man who had forgotten his homeland. As anyone could see, another civil war would be the result. In 31 B.C.,
Octavian defeated Antony’s forces at the Battle of Actium. Antony returned to
Egypt, where he and Cleopatra committed suicide just before Octavian captured the kingdom.
Octavian had all of the power when he returned to his massive triumphs in
Rome. But he knew that he could easily meet the same fate as Julius Caesar
10
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The Suggested Reading for this lecture is Ronald Syme’s The
Roman Revolution.
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if he was thought to be aiming for a kingship. Instead, he exercised great
restraint, granting clemency to those who had fought against him and paying
off state debts with his own considerable wealth. He was careful at all times to
observe republican laws, holding his power through decrees and elections, not
simply by fiat. In 27 B.C., he restored the republic, handing back all his extraordinary powers to the senate and people of Rome. Fearing additional
internecine warfare, they insisted that he keep at least some of the powers, to
which he agreed. But in truth, he held all power. Rome was no longer a republic, but an empire.
Octavian was given the name Augustus, a name that historians still use when
referring to him after 27 B.C. But he preferred “princeps,” a first among equals.
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. What did the Second Triumvirate allot to Octavian and Mark Antony?
2. How did Octavian exhibit great restraint?

Suggested Reading
Syme, Ronald. The Roman Revolution. New ed. New York: Oxford University
Press, USA, 2002.

Other Books of Interest

LECTURE THREE

Earl, Donald Charles. The Age of Augustus. London: Ferndale Editions,
1980 (1968).

12
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Lecture 4:
The Julio-Claudian Emperors

The Suggested Reading for this lecture is Philip Matyszak’s The Sons of
Caesar: Imperial Rome’s First Dynasty.

When Augustus died in 14 A.D., two generations had
been born and grown up under his rule. Very few people still remembered what the republic was like, and
those that did remembered most of all the wars. No
one wanted to go back to those days. What they
wanted was peace, prosperity, and the illusion that
the republic was still alive. Augustus had only one
child, a daughter. He did have other men, though, in his
extended family who were clearly being groomed for his
position. The stakes were high, so many of them died, the
victims of palace intrigue or their own arrogance. Augustus
himself saw to many of their deaths or expulsions. In the
end it was Tiberius, the son of Augustus’s wife, Livia, by
a previous marriage, who was chosen as his successor.
The problem was that Augustus’s position did not
legally exist. There was nothing to succeed to. To
circumvent this, Augustus equated his position with
tribunicae potestas—the power of a tribune—which he
gave to Tiberius in his last years. Tiberius, a quiet man,
attempted to return the power to the republican assemblies, but it was declined.
The reign of the Julio-Claudians brought Rome to new
levels of power and prosperity, but it was a difficult time for
aristocrats, who frequently found themselves preyed upon.
Disinterested in imperial rule, Tiberius began to delegate
power to Sejanus, the commander of the praetorian guard.
From his island retreat at Capri, Tiberius concluded that
Sejanus was plotting to overthrow him, and so he had
him executed. He was not alone. Many who were
thought to be in league with Sejanus were similarly
killed. Tiberius’s successors in the Julio-Claudian
family did not fare much better. The family had

© Danilo Ascione/shutterstock.com

Three of the Julio-Claudian Emperors
Top to bottom: A bust of Tiberius, emperor from 14 to
37; a bust of Gaius Caligula, emperor from 37 to 41.
Caligula wears a beard as a sign of mourning for the
death of his sister Drusilla who died in 38; a bust of
Nero, emperor from 54 to 68.

13
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LECTURE FOUR

become a viper’s nest of intrigue and murder in which the stakes were the
empire itself. Gaius (“Caligula”) succeeded Tiberius. He was the first of the
line to see imperial control as a birthright. He mistreated Senators and other
Roman aristocrats. His claim that he was a god won him the derision of the
Romans and the opposition of the Jews. Gaius’s murder by the guard paved
the way for the succession of his uncle, Claudius. Deformed and scholarly,
Claudius was never liked by the Senate and only tolerated by the people.
Nevertheless, his reign was one of importance. Claudius married his niece,
Agrippina, and adopted her son, Nero. Seeing her chance, Agrippina at once
poisoned Claudius, and Nero came to power in 54. A lover of all things
Greek, Nero spent his reign indulging himself and attempting to culture
Rome. It won him nothing but derision from the Romans and their armies.
When the latter revolted, Nero was finished and Rome plunged into anarchy.

14
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. Why was the reign of the Julio-Claudians a difficult time for aristocrats?
2. How did Nero come to power?

Suggested Reading
Matyszak, Philip. The Sons of Caesar: Imperial Rome’s First Dynasty.
London: Thames & Hudson, 2006.

Other Books of Interest
Barrett, Anthony A. Caligula: The Corruption of Power. London:
Routledge, 2006.
Seager, Robin. Tiberius. 2nd ed. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2005.
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Lecture 5:
Instability and War

The Suggested Reading for this lecture is Kenneth Wellesley’s The
Long Year: AD 69.

In 68, the empire was in crisis. Not
only had Nero been removed, but a
massive revolt was underway in
Judea aimed at removing the
Romans completely from the
region. One affected the other,
for the Jews were only able to
sustain their rebellion
because the legions were
preoccupied with their own
struggles to choose a new
emperor. Nero’s fall was
precipitated by the revolt
of Vindex, the commander
of Roman forces in Spain who
championed the governor,
Galba, as the new emperor.
This was something new, for it
suggested that the emperor
could be made elsewhere than
Rome. Although Vindex was eventually
defeated, the Senate agreed to accept
Galba and promised to pay the praetorian
guard to do the same. But
While Vespasian was at Caesarea, he was proclaimed
Galba rejected the promise
emperor by the army in Egypt, and then by his troops
and the praetorians lynched
in Iudaea. Vitellius, the occupant of the throne, had
him. After a brief struggle
Rome’s best troops on his side—the veteran legions
of Gaul and the Rhineland. The feeling in Vespasian’s
between two other
favor quickly gathered strength, and the armies of
claimants, Vespasian in
Moesia, Pannonia, and Illyricum soon declared for
the East was hailed as
him and made him master of the Roman world.
emperor in 69.
16
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LECTURE FIVE

The death of the last Julio-Claudian male produced a profound crisis in
Rome. The Romans had patched the gaping holes in their republic by accepting the de facto rule of one man, while holding on to the fiction that they were
preserving the old ways. But it was a fiction. Augustus and his successors
could rule because the military forces were devoted to them. That devotion
was wearing thin with Claudius, who was not a military man, and it finally
broke with Nero, who did not care a whit for the army. Without the talisman of
the Julio-Claudians, therefore, it was difficult to know just who should rule.
And this uncertainty led to rampant disorder.
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Vespasian’s common-sense approach was a refreshing change from Nero.
His solid control ensured safety as opposed to the previous year’s anarchy.
Vespasian reformed and restored, traveling across the empire. At his death in
79, the system was in much better shape. His son, Titus, succeeded him
without a hitch. Titus was the darling of the people and the army, but he was
not emperor long enough to make many enemies. He worked hard to provide
relief for the survivors of Pompeii and Herculaneum. But he died in 81, perhaps because of a conspiracy involving his brother, Domitian. He took the
principate, but ruled in a very different manner. Domitian was effective, rooting out corruption, completing massive building projects, and governing the
legions with skill, but his belief in constant conspiracies led to fear and
loathing among the aristocracy. They killed him in 96.
With the last of the Flavians gone, the Senate named one of their own,
the aged Nerva as the new leader. He held onto power tenuously for a
year, but it was clear that a new revolt or conspiracy was in the offing. The
problem was that there was no clear heir who could seamlessly take power
without disturbance, thus leading senators and generals to worry and plot
regarding the future. Nerva corrected the problem by adopting the popular
governor of Upper Germany, Trajan. When he died in 98, Trajan succeeded
him without incident.

Galba: Jun. 8, 68, to Jan. 15, 69
Otho: Jan. 15, 69, to Apr. 16, 69
© Thomas Pusch

Vitellius: Apr. 17, 69, to Dec. 20, 69
Vespasian: Dec. 21, 69, to Jun. 23, 79
The Year of Four Emperors
Before finally settling on Vespasian, the Roman Legions in areas loyal to three other individuals
promoted their favorites (through military action in addition to political expediency) and proclaimed
them as emperor.

17
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. What circumstances led to Vespasian becoming emperor in 69?
2. How was Vespasian different than Nero?

Suggested Reading
Wellesley, Kenneth. The Long Year: AD 69. 2nd rev. ed. London: Bristol
Classical Press, 1989.

Other Books of Interest
Griffin, Miriam T. Nero: The End of a Dynasty. New York: Routledge, 2000.

LECTURE FIVE

Levick, Barbara. Vespasian. New York: Routledge, 2005.

18

8:10 AM

Page 18

UT125_Decline Fall of Rome.qxp:UT125_Decline Fall of Rome Bklt

5/22/08

8:10 AM

Lecture 6:
Order Restored:
The Five Good Emperors, 96–180

Traditionally, the period
between 96 and 180 is
considered the golden
age of the Roman
Empire, and with good
reason. It was during this
period that Rome
reached its peak in size,
strength, and prosperity.
This is also the period of
what historians refer to
as the Five Good
Emperors. What sets
these emperors apart is
not just their abilities, but
the means of their succession. In every case
the new emperor was
selected as the optimus
princeps, the best leader,
Antoninus Pius
and then adopted by the
A marble bust of Titus Aurelius Fulvius Boionius Arrius
Antoninus Pius (19–161) on display at the Glyptothek in
current emperor. In this
Munich. His reign (131–161) was so peaceful that it is
way, no dynasty was
considered the peak of the Golden Age of Rome.
forged. Rather, men of
accomplishment were
identified as successors.
This was not, however, a policy of enlightenment, but necessity. Four of the
emperors had no sons to whom to leave the empire, so they naturally passed
it to adopted sons. Only Marcus Aurelius, the last of the five, had a surviving
son, and he did not hesitate to designate him as heir.
Like much of the Roman world in his day, Trajan was a Roman citizen but
was not from Rome. Indeed, he was from Spain. He naturally encouraged the
extension of citizenship to the provinces and favored provincials holding more
and more offices in Rome as well as entering the Senate. But he remained
highly deferential to the Senate. He was not “Lord God” as Domitian insisted
on being called, but simply “best leader.” Throughout his reign he spent the
vast wealth of the Roman state on building projects of enormous magnitude
across the empire. He extended the extent of the empire as well, finally capturing Dacia and defeating Parthia. At his death, the empire stretched from
Scotland to the Persian Gulf. His successor, Hadrian, foreswore further
19

© Bibi Saint-Pol/Glyptothek Munich

The Suggested Reading for this lecture is Albino Garzetti’s From
Tiberius to the Antonines.
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expansion, preferring instead to consolidate, reform, and strengthen the
empire. Like Trajan, he undertook large-scale building projects, including the
famous Hadrian’s Wall in England, which was completed in 128. As he
approached death, Hadrian appears to have decided that the seventeenyear-old Marcus Aurelius would be the best successor. He therefore had the
fifty-one-year-old senator, Antoninus Pius, adopt him and he, in turn, adopted
Antoninus. The reign of Antoninus Pius (138 –161) was so peaceful and prosperous that it is almost historically invisible.

LECTURE SIX

Marcus Aurelius (161–180) was in many ways the epitome of the Roman
emperor. A man of virtue and self-control, he was also a Stoic philosopher,
whose Meditations are still read by leaders today. Marcus was forced to deal
with a world, however, that was increasingly troublesome for the eternal
empire. An attack by the Parthians broke the long peace. Although they were
defeated in 166, the returning soldiers brought plague, which decimated the
Roman population. Even worse, the Germans took advantage of the situation
by invading Italy and Greece. Marcus restored the frontiers, but died before
he could establish stronger borders further to the north. He was succeeded
by his young son Commodus. Already the symptoms of Rome’s headlong
decline could be seen—at least in hindsight.

20
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. Why is the period between 96 and 180 considered the golden age of the
Roman Empire?
2. What did Trajan accomplish during his rule?

Suggested Reading
Garzetti, Albino. From Tiberius to the Antonines. London: Methuen
Books, 1974.

Other Books of Interest
Birley, Anthony Richard. Marcus Aurelius: A Biography. New York: Barnes &
Noble Books, 1999.
Syme, Ronald. Tacitus. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1967.

21
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Lecture 7:
Military Dictatorship

The Suggested Reading for this lecture is Michael Grant’s The Climax
of Rome.

It was rumored that Pertinax
had masterminded the killing,
and with the Senate’s backing he was able to get the
half-hearted support of
the praetorians. But
three months later,
his own grasp on
power dissolved.
Falviuis Sulpicianus,
the father-in-law of
Pertinax, claimed the
Equestrian Statue of Marcus Aurelius
throne. So did the
Aurelius was the last of the Five Good Emperors
respected senator
and is considered an important Stoic philosopher.
Didius Julianus.
His work Meditations, written on campaign between
170 and 180, is revered as a literary monument to a
Both men fought a
government of service and duty and praised for its
bidding war to win
exquisite accent and its infinite tenderness.
the support of the
© Iofoto/shutterstock.com

LECTURE SEVEN

There was no reason to believe that the son of Marcus Aurelius, Commodus
(180–193), would not see the continuation of the period of relative peace and
prosperity that the Romans had enjoyed for almost a century. But Commodus,
the first son to succeed his father to the imperial throne since Domitian, succumbed to the usual vices of a child raised with everything. Commodus was a
handsome youth who was especially skilled at the gladiatorial arts—something
that the Romans still enjoyed greatly. Rather than remain on the frontier,
Commodus at once abandoned his father’s campaigns, restored the original
borders on the Danube, and returned to Rome. There he found himself the
target of conspiracies, an increasingly common phenomenon in the second
century. The Senate particularly disliked him, since he often accused individual senators of plotting against him. After uncovering a plan to assassinate
him that included his sister,
Commodus became paranoid. He
often said that no one believed in
coups until they were successful.
His increasingly bloody attempts
to stave off those coups led to
increased fear among elites and,
thereby, increased coup attempts.
In 193, he was assassinated in
his quarters.
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praetorians. Julianus won and the Senate dutifully awarded all of the customary honors and privileges.
But the days in which Rome dictated its own rulers were over. It was in the
provinces, where the legions were recruited and stationed, that real power
now resided. Septimius Severus, the governor of Pannonia Superior in
Europe and himself an African, had his three legions proclaim him emperor
and he set about gathering the support of other legions. His most dangerous
rival was not Julianus, but a fellow African, Decimus Clodius Albinus, the
governor of Britain. He offered him the title of Caesar, and thus heir to the
power. Albinus accepted and the Senate outlawed Pertinax. Through hardnosed realism and a strong dose of ruthlessness, Septimius was able to
establish his position as emperor (193–211). He was also able to do the
same for his sons, Caracella and Geta. At his death he made it clear that he
believed that it was only the military that guaranteed the acquisition and
holding of power. Caracella and Geta succeeded him jointly, but Geta was
soon assassinated. In 212, Caracella granted citizenship to all free inhabitants across the empire. It was a sweeping initiative, although scholars are
still unclear why it was done.
After the assassination of Caracella, a cousin of his finally came to the
throne. Known to history as Elagabalus, the young man was ruled by his
grandmother Julia Maesa. Elagabalus cared only for his religion, a version of
the cult of the unconquerable sun, which he sought to impose on Rome. He
brought the holy rock, a meteorite, from Syria and placed it in a temple of
honor in Rome. His sexual escapades, which included marrying a Vestal
Virgin as well as a male slave, scandalized the Romans. Realizing that he
would soon be toppled, Julia Maesa saw to his assassination herself and
then replaced him with another grandson, Alexander Severus.
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. Why was Commodus not able to enjoy the relative peace and prosperity of
the previous century?
2. What qualities enabled Septimus to establish his position as emperor?

Suggested Reading
Grant, Michael. The Climax of Rome. London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1996.

Other Books of Interest
Birley, Anthony Richard. Septimius Severus: The African Emperor. New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1989.

LECTURE SEVEN

Millar, Fergus. A Study of Cassius Dio. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1999.
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Lecture 8:
The Spreading Anarchy, 235–284

The Augustan solution
to the problems of the
Roman Republic—that
of placing one man in
control of the army and
thereby the state—
worked well only when
the succession of that
power was clear.
Uncertainty of any kind
bred both fear and ambition among the aristocracy and military that naturally led to unrest, disorder, and violence. In the
third century, a long period of such imperial
instability led to near
constant uprisings in
which different portions
of the military would put
Gordian III
up and then discard
A
marble
bust
of
Gordian
III (225–244) on display at
leaders who did their
the Louvre. After his death at age 19 while fighting the
best to appease them.
Persians in what is now Iraq, he was deified by the Senate
This included regular
to appease the Roman population and avoid riots.
pay increases for the
soldiers, which in turn
required increased taxes
and the devaluation of coinage. The end result was a serious downturn in
the Roman economy.
Alexander Severus was succeeded by a general, Maximinus, who remained
on the Rhine while having his son named Caesar. In Rome, the people supported Gordian, the governor of Africa, who proclaimed himself Augustus and
his son, Gordian II, Caesar. The Gordians were toppled by the governor of
Numidia and Maximinus was killed by his own troops while marching into
Italy. Thus in 238, the Senate elected the thirteen-year-old Gordian III emperor. He was ruled by his father-in-law, Timesitheus, the praetorian prefect.
Gordian was well liked in Rome, but he was killed in 244 while fighting the
Persians. The new praetorian prefect, Philip the Arab, immediately had his
troops proclaim him emperor and his son Caesar. After making peace with
25
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The Suggested Reading for this lecture is Alaric Watson’s Aurelian and
the Third Century.
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Persia, he returned to Rome, although revolts and rebellions were everywhere. In 248, he presided over the celebrations commemorating the one
thousandth birthday of Rome. The following year he was killed by his own
troops when he failed to put down a rebellion by Decius.

LECTURE EIGHT

Decius, like his predecessors, marched to Rome. There he found a city
wracked with plague. A conservative hoping to restore Roman greatness,
Decius instituted a formal persecution of Christianity. He waged war against
the Goths when they crossed the Danube and then in 251 fought the
Persians. In that war he was captured—the first Roman emperor to be taken
alive. The troops on the Danube then proclaimed their commander, Gallus, to
be emperor. He marched to Rome and attempted to deal with the plague. But
Rome’s problems were also on the frontiers. In the coming years, the Goths
and Persians would break into the empire conquering territory. Even worse,
two portions of the empire, one in the West and one in the East, seceded,
claiming to be separate empires unto themselves. The emperor Aurelian
(270–275) was able to restore them and shore up the frontiers, but he too
was murdered by his own people.
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. When did the Augustan solution to the Roman Republic not work?
2. What did Decius find when he marched to Rome?

Suggested Reading
Watson, Alaric. Aurelian and the Third Century. London: Routledge, 2004.

Other Books of Interest
Lot, Ferdinand. End of the Ancient World and the Beginnings of the Middle
Ages. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1970 (1961).
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Lecture 9:
Diocletian and the Reform of Empire

The Suggested Reading for this lecture is Stephen Williams’s Diocletian
and the Roman Recovery.

LECTURE NINE

Emperor Diocletian
(Gaius Aurelius Valerius Diocletianus)
Diocletian separated and enlarged the empire’s civil and
military services, and reorganized the empire’s provincial
divisions, establishing the largest and most bureaucratic
government in the history of the Roman Empire.

The dramatic decline of
the empire was arrested
during the reign of the
Emperor Diocletian (284–305). There was nothing to distinguish Diocletian
from any other military commander seizing power for himself only to be later
murdered. In 282, he was proclaimed emperor by his legions in Asia on a hill
outside the city of Nicomedia (modern Izmit). Two years later, he met the
current emperor, Carinus, in battle and the latter was killed by his own
troops. Although Diocletian was ratified by the Senate in 284, he always disdained the traditional authority of Rome, even dating his reign from his
army’s acclamation in 282. Because he had no son, Diocletian was in peril.
He chose his friend and co-officer, Maximian, to be his co-emperor in a ceremony in Milan—not Rome. Then Diocletian went to the East, leaving
Maximian in charge over the West. For both men, the capital was where the
emperor was—although this was frequently Milan in the West and
Nicomedia in the East.

28
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By the end of the third
century the Roman
Empire did not appear to
have much life left in it.
The economy was
ruined, cities were
depopulating, travel was
dangerous, and there
was near constant warfare. In addition, the population pressures in
Europe brought about by
the Huns were forcing
more and more
Germanic groups to
request entry or break in
to the Roman Empire.
The Persians remained a
powerful threat in the
East as well. In short, the
empire was disintegrating from within and being
destroyed from without.
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By 293, Diocletian had come to believe that the chaos in the empire could
not be managed even by just two men. He devised, therefore, a new system,
known to historians as the Tetrarchy (rule by four). In the West, Maximian
selected Flavius Constantius as his Caesar and heir. He was a respected
commander and former governor of Dalmatia. In the East, Diocletian chose
Galerius, his son-in-law, as his Caesar. Both Caesars were given specific
assignments with Constantius administering Gaul and Britain, and Galerius,
Syria, Palestine, and Egypt. The two Augusti (Maximian and Diocletian)
referred to each other as brothers and legally adopted their Caesars.
Diocletian’s other reforms were just as sweeping. He reorganized the provincial structure of the empire, producing more and smaller provinces under the
control of twelve dioceses. He instituted a regular system of imperial census
in order to assess taxes and attempted to stabilize the Roman currency.
These reforms took time to work, so in the meantime he also decreed maximum prices for goods and services. This attempt to legislate prices was a
failure. Diocletian also ordered the persecution of Christianity, which he considered to be a threat against Rome’s pax deorum, the peace of the gods.
In 305, Diocletian abdicated his position and ordered Maximian to do the
same. Constantius and Galerius became the new Augusti, but the sons of
Maximian (Maxentius) and Constantius (Constantine) were not named the
new Caesars. This naturally upset them and their fathers. As a result, the
new system was off to a rocky start. Diocletian died in 308.
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. What was the state of the Roman Empire by the end of the third century?
2. What was the Tetrarchy?

Suggested Reading
Williams, Stephen. Diocletian and the Roman Recovery. London:
Routledge, 1996.

Other Books of Interest
Barnes, Timothy D. The New Empire of Diocletian and Constantine.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1982.

LECTURE NINE

Jones, A.H.M. The Later Roman Empire, 284–602: A Social, Economic, and
Administrative Survey. 2 vols. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1986.
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Lecture 10:
Constantine and the Conversion of Empire

The Suggested Reading for this lecture is Charles M. Odahl’s
Constantine and the Christian Empire.

Constantine was the son of Constantius, who had served as Augustus in the
West from 305 until his death in York in 306. Constantine’s mother, Helena,
was of low birth, so her marriage was legally a form of concubinage. After the
death of Constantius, the legions in Britain proclaimed Constantine the new
Augustus, in violation of Diocletian’s new system. In the end, Constantine
became a Caesar with control of Britain and Gaul. This he held until 312
when he decided to make a bid against Maxentius, who was in Rome. Before
the Battle of Milvian Bridge outside of Rome, Constantine saw a sign in the
heavens of a cross with the words, “in this sign you will conquer.”
Subsequently, he had a dream in which Jesus Christ came to him with the
sign of the labarum telling him to use it as his battle standard. This he did
and, despite being heavily outnumbered, Constantine defeated Maxentius
and became the Augustus in the West.
There can be little doubt that Constantine sincerely believed that God had
come to him and had made him emperor. Constantine took a deep interest in
the affairs of his new church. Among his first actions was to end Diocletian’s
persecution across the empire and restore all confiscated property to the
Catholic Church. Constantine paid for the building of plenty of churches, but

© Iofoto/shutterstock.com

A closeup of Constantine’s head from the colossal
statue of him in Rome is depicted with the emblem
of Christ—the labarum (the first letters of “Christ” in
Greek [chi rho]).
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he did not seek to displace paganism. Nevertheless, the fact that the imperial
family was now Christian naturally recommended it to many others.
Conversions grew at an exponential level.
With the persecutions at an end, the Christians began to seek a unity that
was elusive. The Donatists in North Africa insisted that priests and bishops
who had denied Christ during the persecutions were forever unable to perform the sacraments. Although Constantine convened several synods to discuss the question, the Donatists would not accept the ruling against them.
Likewise, a dispute over the nature of Christ was tearing apart the church in
Alexandria. Arius and his followers argued that Christ was divine, but not
equal with God. He was made by God and therefore part of creation.
Athanasius and his followers strongly disagreed, saying that God and Christ
were one in the same and that Christ was begotten, not made. To settle
these and other questions, Constantine convened a general council at Nicaea
in 325. This was the first ecumenical council of the Church.

LECTURE TEN

After defeating his eastern colleague, Licinius, Constantine also turned his
attention to the matter of a capital in the East. He made a new one, building it
on the site of the Greek town of Byzantium. The city, which he called “New
Rome,” was dedicated on May 11, 330. It came to be called Constantinople,
“Constantine’s city” (modern Istanbul).
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. What were Constantine’s first actions as emperor?
2. What was the dispute between Arius and Athanasius?

Suggested Reading
Odahl, Charles M. Constantine and the Christian Empire. New York:
Routledge, 2006.

Other Books of Interest
Barnes, Timothy D. Constantine and Eusebius. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 2006.
Jones, A.H.M. Constantine and the Conversion of Europe. Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 2007.
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Lecture 11:
The New Threat of Heresy

The Suggested Reading for this lecture is G.W. Bowersock’s Julian
the Apostate.

The conversion of the imperial family made Christianity not only broadly
acceptable, but actually a religion of the elite. Paganism survived, but it
became less and less important. Eventually it came to be seen as either
antiquarian, or an ideology of a few intellectuals. The success of Christianity
meant that heresy and disunity was no longer just a problem for the Church,
but it precipitated similar problems for a state that was now predominantly
Christian. Although the Arian problem seemed to have been settled at
Nicaea, the last years of Constantine and subsequent reign of his son,
Constantius, were disastrous for the settlement, for the emperors waffled.
Although Athanasius became bishop of Alexandria in 328, an Arian bishop,
Eusebius, worked within Constantine’s court to sour the emperor on him.
Finally, in 335, Constantine exiled Athanasius to Gaul. Under the reign of
Constantius, Eusebius became Patriarch of Constantinople. Later,
Constantius placed Arian patriarchs in Alexandria and Antioch. Only the
pope and the West remained orthodox.

Although dating from a time a little over one hundred
years previously when legions of the Roman Empire
fought Goths on their frontier, the Grande Ludovis
sarcophagus (ca. 252, discovered near Rome in
1621) depicts a battle scene between Roman
soldiers and Goths.
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LECTURE ELEVEN

In 361, the dispute took a strange turn when the new emperor, Julian,
announced that he was not a Christian, but a pagan. He spent money to
reopen pagan temples and revoked all of the special privileges of the
Christian Church. He decreed tolerance for all Christian beliefs, hoping
that the internal disputes would tear the Church apart. He also wrote a
tract, “Against the Galileans,” in which he ridiculed Christianity as a form of
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atheism. Nevertheless, conversions continued to climb and in 363, Julian
was killed during a Persian campaign that he had initiated in order to
demonstrate the power of the old gods.
After Julian’s death he was succeeded in the East by Valens, an Arian
Christian. A few years later Valens responded favorably to a request by a
barbarian group, the Goths, to cross the Danube and settle in the Balkans.
The Goths were in danger from the Huns, and Valens was naturally sympathetic since they too were Arians. But shortly after entering the empire, the
Goths revolted. Valens brought up his legions to quell the rebellion and
decided not to wait for support from the Augustus in the West, Gratian. At the
Battle of Adrianople, Valens and his legions were wiped out. It was the most
devastating defeat that the Romans had suffered in many centuries. The
Goths had free reign in Greece and the Balkans.
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. What did Julian express in his tract “Against the Galileans”?
2. Why was Valens sympathetic to the Huns?

Suggested Reading
Bowersock, G.W. Julian the Apostate. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 1998.

Other Books of Interest

LECTURE ELEVEN

Heather, Peter J. Goths and Romans: AD 332–489. New York: Oxford
University Press, USA, 1992.
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Lecture 12:
Theodosius and His Successors

The Suggested Reading for this lecture is Gerard Friell and Stephen
Williams’s Theodosius: The Empire at Bay.

After the death of Valens, Gratian appointed Theodosius, an aristocrat with
military experience, to be the new Augustus in the East. Easier said than
done, for Theodosius could not even reach his capital because of the Goths
in the Balkans. Gratian and Theodosius hired other Germanic barbarian
tribes to help them fight the Goths and were finally able to restrict the Goths.
Theodosius arrived in Constantinople in 380. A Catholic himself, Theodosius
immediately deposed the Arian patriarch and convened a new ecumenical
council in the capital in 381. The Council of Constantinople affirmed the
Nicene Creed and condemned Arianism. By imperial decree all Arian bishops
were exiled from the empire and, thus, Catholicism was restored. However,
Arianism still held on among the Germanic barbarians who had been converted to Christianity by Arian missionaries.
It is often said that Theodosius made Christianity the official religion of the
Roman Empire. This is not quite right. What the emperor did was to end the
official relationship between the empire and paganism. For example, he
closed the Temple of Vesta in the Forum and removed the Altar of Victory

© Marsyas/shutterstock.com

Theodosius and his family (surrounded by supporters
and servants) are depicted in the viewing stands at the
Hippodrome in Constantinople on the northwest face of
the Theodosius obelisk in Istanbul.
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from the Senate House. Because Christianity did not give imperial officials a
position in the Church merely because of their secular status, there was no
way for it to become “official”—at least not in the way that the pagan cults
had been. This was demonstrated dramatically when Bishop Ambrose of
Milan excommunicated Theodosius after he had ordered the killing of more
than seven thousand people in Thessalonica. From the perspective of
Ambrose and the Church, Theodosius was a sinner and he must atone for his
sins like anyone else.

LECTURE TWELVE

In 394, Theodosius removed Eugenius, a pagan usurper in the West, and
placed his ten-year-old son, Honorius, on the throne in Italy. Since Theodosius
was his regent, this meant that Theodosius ruled the entire empire—the last
man ever to do so. He died the following year. Honorius then relied on the military leadership of his Vandal general, Stilicho. The rising position of German
commanders in the Roman military was becoming common in both Italy and
Constantinople. These German leaders, because of their barbarian birth, could
not become emperors themselves, so they ruled through puppets—like
Honorius. Nevertheless, Stilicho was a good general who did his best to
defend Italy, Gaul, and the Rhine and Danube frontiers. In 408, Honorius
ordered the execution of Stilicho. Two years later the Visigoths, under their
chieftain Alaric, captured and sacked Rome—something that had not happened for eight hundred years. The world was changing.
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. What was the result of the Council of Constantinople in 381?
2. What was demonstrated by Bishop Ambrose’s excommunication
of Theodosius?

Suggested Reading
Friell, Gerard, and Stephen Williams. Theodosius: The Empire at Bay. New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1998.

Other Books of Interest
King, Noel Q. The Emperor Theodosius and the Establishment of Christianity.
London: Westminster Press, 1960.
McLynn, Neil B. Ambrose of Milan: Church and Court in a Christian Capital.
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1994.
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Lecture 13:
The Fall of Rome

The Suggested Reading for this lecture is Peter J. Heather’s The Fall of
the Roman Empire: A New History of Rome and the Barbarians.

Honorius had moved the western capital to Ravenna, since Rome was no
longer safe. His successor, Valentinian III, was only six years old and controlled by his military commander, Aetius. While the boy whiled away the time
in Ravenna, Aetius was kept busy trying to hold onto Italy and southern Gaul.
But most of the remainder of the western empire was lost. Most of Gaul and
all of Spain were captured by Vandals, who then went on to conquer Africa in
439. Britain was abandoned in 446, because the Romans could no longer
defend it. In 451, the Huns arrived in Europe, led by their commander, Attila.
Unable to conquer Constantinople, Attila accepted an annual tribute payment
from the eastern empire in return for him moving westward to defeat the new
Gothic kingdom in Toulouse. Eventually, Attila turned his attention to Italy,
where he claimed to be rescuing Honoria, the sister of the emperor, whom he
planned to marry. However, in 452, he met with Pope Leo I and decided to
abandon his Italian campaign. It is not clear why.

LECTURE THIRTEEN

In the eastern half of the empire the barbarian invasions were limited to
Greece. Under emperor Theodosius II (408–450), the Romans greatly
expanded and fortified Constantinople, making it an impregnable fortress at
the crossroads of the world. Not even Attila could get past it, so it acted as
defender to the eastern empire, which therefore only had to worry about the

The double line of the Theodosian Walls were begun by
Theodosius II in the later fifth century. Initially built by
Constantine the Great, the walls surrounded Constantinople
on all sides. Only the advent of gunpowder siege cannons
rendered the fortifications obsolete, when the city finally fell
to the Ottomans in 1453.
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Bust of Flavius Theodosius from the Louvre with a recent
image of a section of the restored Theodosian Walls
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Persians. Theodosius also sponsored an important codification of Roman
law, which was finished in 438, and the creation of the university of
Constantinople. The eastern empire, which flourished in the fifth century,
was worlds away from the chaos in the West.
The remainder of the history of the western empire is one of defeat and tragic comedy. After Valentinian III was assassinated in 454 (in retaliation for his
assassinating Aetius), a senator in Rome, Petronius Maximus, purchased the
office. Valentinian’s widow, who had married Petronius, then asked the
Vandal king Geiseric in Africa to come with a fleet to rescue her. He came;
the Romans fled; and Petronius was killed by the people after a reign of 71
days. In 465, Emperor Leo I (457–474) in Constantinople sent a proven military commander, Anthemius, to the West to be Augustus. Leo was able to
remove German control of the army in the East, but his attempts to help
Anthemius to do the same in the West failed. In 472, the German military
commander in Italy, Ricimer, captured Rome and beheaded Anthemius.
Ricimer ruled through Olybrius for a while, but both men soon died. Emperor
Leo then sent another man, Julius Nepos, to rule the West. However, after
Nepos made the barbarian Orestes the master of the military in 475, he
immediately went to Ravenna and proclaimed his ten-year-old son (who had
a Roman mother) emperor. His name was Romulus. Nepos fled to Dalmatia,
where he was recognized by Constantinople but no one else. Meanwhile, a
barbarian revolt in Italy led by Odoacer toppled Orestes in 476. Odoacer
deposed Romulus Augustulus, sending the imperial regalia to Constantinople
with a request that they be ruled directly from there under the governorship of
Odoacer. It was a fiction, of course. But Emperor Zeno accepted it. A few
years later, in 480, Julius Nepos was assassinated and there would never
again be an emperor in the West.
Rome had fallen.
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. What was the result of Attila’s meeting with Pope Leo I?
2. What events led to the fall of Rome after the beheading of Anthemius
in 472?

Suggested Reading
Heather, Peter J. The Fall of the Roman Empire: A New History of Rome and
the Barbarians. New York: Oxford University Press, USA, 2005.

Other Books of Interest
Gordon, Colin D. The Age of Attila: Fifth-Century Byzantium and the
Barbarians. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, 1961.

LECTURE THIRTEEN

Thompson, E.A. A History of Attila and the Huns. Westport, CT: Greenwood
Press, 1975.
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Lecture 14:
Rome After Rome

The Suggested Reading for this lecture is J.A.S. Evans’s The Age of
Justinian: The Circumstances of Imperial Power.

Although the traditional date for the fall of
Rome is 476, no one at the time would have
admitted to such a thing. For them, the
Roman Empire was still very much alive.
Although there was no longer an emperor in Italy, this was just a concession to
the times. Italy was now a province,
ruled by the emperor in
Constantinople through his
Germanic barbarian agents. But
the survival of the Roman state
in the West was, after all, a fiction. That became increasingly
clear as time went on. In 488, for example,
Emperor Zeno deputized the Gothic leader in the
Balkans, Theodoric, to go to Italy and remove
Odoacer. He did so, settling the Goths there and
becoming King of Italy himself. This had the effect
of freeing Greece from the barbarians, but it was
further bad news for the Romans in the West.
There was more and more friction between the
Catholics and the Germanic lords, who were Arians.
Theodoric was becoming particularly suspicious of
Pope John, who was celebrated in the streets of
Constantinople during a visit there in 525. He planned
to outlaw Catholicism in Italy, but died before he was
able to implement it.

© Pippa West/shutterstock.com

In 527, a man of great abilities, Justinian I, came to the
imperial throne in Constantinople. Justinian, who spoke
Latin as his first language, was the last Roman emperor to
focus strongly on the lost West. After sponsoring a massive
codification of Roman law and quelling a dangerous rebellion, Justinian decided to use the considerable resources of
the eastern empire to rescue the West. In 533, his general
Belisarius took a massive fleet and conquered Africa, taking
it from the Vandals and restoring it to the Roman Empire.
He did the same in Sardinia, Corsica, and the Balearics. In
the following years he reconquered Sicily and then, by 540,
all of Italy. Rome was once again part of the Roman Empire.
It appeared that the tide of history was turning.
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But the 540s dealt serious blows to Justinian’s plans. The Persians attacked,
requiring Belisarius to be recalled and sent to quell that danger. Even more
devastating was the arrival of bubonic plague, which ravaged the population
of the empire, killing half of the population of Constantinople alone. The
Goths in Italy rallied, capturing much of the peninsula. It was not until 550
that Justinian was able to send an additional force under Narses, who defeated the Goths completely by 555 and even restored southern Spain to Roman
control. When Justinian died in 565, he left behind a Roman Empire well on
its way to restoration. But a series of blows would cause additional losses in
Italy, although Rome itself would remain for more than a century.

© Dainis Derics/shutterstock.com

LECTURE FOURTEEN

Although Rome fell, the ghost of Rome would exercise a strong influence on
the history of the West. In 800, the pope would crown the Frankish king
Charlemagne “Emperor of the Romans” and subsequent German kings styled
themselves “Augusti,” claiming to rule the reborn empire—known as the Holy
Roman Empire. Revolutionaries in the American and French Revolutions saw
themselves as remaking the Roman Republic. Napoleon wrapped his empire
in the imagery of Rome, as would Mussolini and the Fascists. Despite the
fact that it fell long ago, Rome remains a symbol in the West for stability,
power, and authority.
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING

Questions
1. What was the effect of Theodoric becoming King of Italy?
2. What major events recurred in the 540s to thwart Justinian’s plans?

Suggested Reading
Evans, J.A.S. The Age of Justinian: The Circumstances of Imperial Power.
New York: Routledge, 2000.

Other Books of Interest
Browning, Robert. Justinian and Theodora. Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press,
LLC, 2003.
Heather, Peter J. Goths and Romans: AD 332–489. New York: Oxford
University Press, USA, 1992.
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Suggested Readings for This Course:
Bury, J.B. A History of the Roman Empire from Its Foundation to the
Death of Marcus Aurelius (27 B.C.–180 A.D.). 2nd rev. ed. London:
J. Murray, 1908.
Lintott, Andrew. Imperium Romanum: Politics and Administration. New York:
Routledge, 1993.
Wells, Colin. The Roman Empire. 2nd ed. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1995.
Suggested Readings for Individual Lectures:
Bowersock, G.W. Julian the Apostate. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 1998.
Evans, J.A.S. The Age of Justinian: The Circumstances of Imperial Power.
New York: Routledge, 2000.
Friell, Gerard, and Stephen Williams. Theodosius: The Empire at Bay. New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1998.
Garzetti, Albino. From Tiberius to the Antonines. London: Methuen
Books, 1974.
Goldsworthy, Adrian. In the Name of Rome: The Men Who Won the Roman
Empire. New ed. London: Phoenix Press, 2004.
Grant, Michael. The Climax of Rome. London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1996.
Heather, Peter J. The Fall of the Roman Empire: A New History of Rome and
the Barbarians. New York: Oxford University Press, USA, 2005.
Matyszak, Philip. The Sons of Caesar: Imperial Rome’s First Dynasty.
London: Thames & Hudson, 2006.
Odahl, Charles M. Constantine and the Christian Empire. New York:
Routledge, 2006.
Syme, Ronald. The Roman Revolution. New ed. New York: Oxford University
Press, USA, 2002.
Ward-Perkins, Bryan. The Fall of Rome and the End of Civilization. New ed.
New York: Oxford University Press USA, 2006.
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Watson, Alaric. Aurelian and the Third Century. London: Routledge, 2004.
Wellesley, Kenneth. The Long Year: AD 69. 2nd rev. ed. London: Bristol
Classical Press, 1989.
Williams, Stephen. Diocletian and the Roman Recovery. London:
Routledge, 1996.
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COURSE MATERIALS

Other Books of Interest:
Barnes, Timothy D. Constantine and Eusebius. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 2006.
———. The New Empire of Diocletian and Constantine. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1982.
Barrett, Anthony A. Caligula: The Corruption of Power. London:
Routledge, 2006.
Birley, Anthony Richard. Marcus Aurelius: A Biography. New York: Barnes &
Noble Books, 1999.
———. Septimius Severus: The African Emperor. New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 1989.
Browning, Robert. Justinian and Theodora. Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press,
LLC, 2003.
Earl, Donald Charles. The Age of Augustus. London: Ferndale Editions,
1980 (1968).
Ferrill, Arthur. The Fall of the Roman Empire: The Military Explanation.
London: Thames and Hudson, 1986.
Goldsworthy, Adrian. Caesar: Life of a Colossus. New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 2008.
Gordon, Colin D. The Age of Attila: Fifth-Century Byzantium and the
Barbarians. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, 1961.
Griffin, Miriam T. Nero: The End of a Dynasty. New York: Routledge, 2000.
Heather, Peter J. Goths and Romans: AD 332–489. New York: Oxford
University Press, USA, 1992.
Jones, A.H.M. Constantine and the Conversion of Europe. Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 2007.
———. The Later Roman Empire, 284–602: A Social, Economic, and
Administrative Survey. 2 vols. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1986.
Kagan, Donald, ed. The End of the Roman Empire: Decline or
Transformation? 3rd ed. Lexington, MA: D.C. Heath & Co., 1992.
King, Noel Q. The Emperor Theodosius and the Establishment of Christianity.
London: Westminster Press, 1960.
Levick, Barbara. Vespasian. New York: Routledge, 2005.
Lot, Ferdinand. End of the Ancient World and the Beginnings of the Middle
Ages. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1970 (1961).
McLynn, Neil B. Ambrose of Milan: Church and Court in a Christian Capital.
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1994.
Millar, Fergus. A Study of Cassius Dio. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1999.
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Other Books of Interest (continued):
Scullard, H.H. From the Gracchi to Nero: A History of Rome from 133 BC to
AD 68. 5th ed. London: Routledge, 1982.
Seager, Robin. Tiberius. 2nd ed. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2005.
Syme, Ronald. Tacitus. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1967.
Thompson, E.A. A History of Attila and the Huns. Westport, CT: Greenwood
Press, 1975.
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These books are available online through www.modernscholar.com
or by calling Recorded Books at 1-800-636-3399.
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