EDITED BY JONATHAN STRAHAN

THE BEST SCIENCE
FICTION & FANTASY
OF THE YEAR

VOLUME TWELVE



First published 2018 by Solaris

an imprint of Rebellion Publishing Ltd,
Riverside House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 0ES, UK

wiwvw.solarisbooks.com
ISBN 978 1 78108 573 8
Cover by Dominic Harman

Selection and “Introduction” by Jonathan Strahan.
Copyright © 2018 by Jonathan Strahan.

Pages 659-662 represent an extension of this copyright page

The right of the authors to be identified as the authors
of this work has been asserted in accordance with the Copyright,
Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the
copyright owners.

10987654321

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the
British Library.

Designed & typeset by Rebellion Publishing

Resellioy

em———

Printed in the US

P.01-672 (BEST SFF VOL 12) C.indd 4 @ 10/01/2018 15:24



COPYRIGHT

Selection and “Introduction” by Jonathan Strahan. Copyright © 2017 by

Jonathan Strahan.

“The Mocking Tower,” by Daniel Abraham. Copyright © 2017 by Daniel
Abraham. Originally published in The Book of Swords (Bantam). Reprinted

by kind permission of the author.

“Don’t Press Charges and I Won’t Sue,” by Charlie Jane Anders. Copyright ©
2017 by Charlie Jane Anders. Originally published in the Global Dystopias
issue of Boston Review. Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

“Probably Still the Chosen One,” by Kelly Barnhill. Copyright © 2017
by Kelly Barnhill. Originally published in Lightspeed 81, February 2017.

Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

“My English Name,” by R. S. Benedict. Copyright © 2017 by Raquel Steres.
Originally published in The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction, May/
June 2017. Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

“Zen and the Art of Starship Maintenance,” by Tobias S. Buckell. Copyright
© 2017 by Tobias S. Buckell. Originally published in Cosmic Powers (Saga
Press). Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

“Though She Be But Little,” by C.S.E. Cooney Copyright © 2017 by Claire
Cooney. Originally published in Uncanny Magazine, July/August 2017.

Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

P.01-672 (BEST SFF VOL 12) C.indd 659 @ 10/01/2018 15:24



“The Moon is Not a Battlefield,” by Indrapramit Das. Copyright © 2017 by
Indrapramit Das. Originally published in Infinity Wars (Solaris). Reprinted

by kind permission of the author.

“The Hermit of Houston,” by Samuel R. Delany. Copyright © 2017 by
Samuel R. Delany. Originally published in The Magazine of Fantasy &
Science Fiction, September/October 2017. Reprinted by kind permission of

the author.

“The Discrete Charm of the Turing Machine,” by Greg Egan. Copyright
© 2017 by Greg Egan. Originally published in Asimov’s Science Fiction,
November/December, 2017. Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

“Crispin’s Model,” by Max Gladstone. Copyright © 2017 by Max
Gladstone. Originally published in Tor.com, October 4, 2017. Reprinted by

kind permission of the author.

“Come See the Living Dryad,” by Theodora Goss. Copyright © 2017 by
Theodora Goss. Originally published in Tor.comz, March 9, 2017. Reprinted

by kind permission of the author.

“Bring Your Own Spoon,” by Saad Z. Hossain. Copyright © 2017 by
Saad Z. Hossain. Originally published in The Djinn Falls in Love (Solaris).
Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

“Babylon,” by Dave Hutchison. Copyright © 2017 by Dave Hutchison.
Originally published in 2084 (Unsung Stories). Reprinted by kind permission

of the author.

“The Faerie Tree,” by Kathleen Kayembe. Copyright © 2017 by Kathleen
Kayembe. Originally published in Lightspeed, November, 2017. Reprinted

by kind permission of the author.

P.01-672 (BEST SFF VOL 12) C.indd 660 @ 10001/2018 1524 |



“Fairy Tale of Wood Street,” by Caitlin R Kiernan. Copyright © 2017 by
Caitlin R Kiernan. Originally published in Sirenia Digest 137, July 2017.

Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

“The Worshipful Society of Glovers,” by Mary Robinette Kowal. Copyright
© 2017 by Mary Robinette Kowal. Originally published in Uncanny 17,
July/August 2017. Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

“An Evening with Severyn Grimes,” by Rich Larson. Copyright © 2017 by
Rich Larson. Originally published in Asimov’s Science Fiction, July/August,

2017. Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

“The Chameleon’s Gloves,” by Yoon Ha Lee. Copyright © 2017 by Yoon
Ha Lee. Originally published in Cosmic Powers (Saga Press). Reprinted by

kind permission of the author.

“The Smoke of Gold is Glory,” by Scott Lynch. Copyright © 2017 by Scott
Lynch. Originally published in The Book of Swords (Bantam). Reprinted by

kind permission of the author.

“Sidewalks,” by Maureen McHugh Copyright © 2017 by Maureen
McHugh. Originally published in Omni, December 2017. Reprinted by kind

permission of the author.

“Concessions,” by Khaalidah Muhammad-Ali. Copyright © 2017 by
Khaalidah Muhammad-Ali. Originally published in Strange Horizons,
March 6, 2017. Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

“The Martian Obelisk,” by Linda Nagata. Copyright © 2017 by Linda
Nagata. Originally published in Tor.com, July 19, 2017. Reprinted by kind

permission of the author.

“The Secret Life of Bots,” by Suzanne Palmer. Copyright © 2017 by Suzanne
Palmer. Originally published in Clarkesworld, September 2017. Reprinted

by kind permission of the author.

P.01-672 (BEST SFF VOL 12) C.indd 661 @ 10/01/2018 15:24



“A Series of Steaks,” by Vina Jie-Min Prasad. Copyright © 2017 by Vina Jie-
Min Prasad. Originally published in Clarkesworld, January 2017. Reprinted
by kind permission of the author.

“Belladonna Nights,” by Alastair Reynolds. Copyright © 2017 by Alastair
Reynolds. Originally published in The Weight of Words (Subterranean).
Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

“Eminence,” by Karl Schroeder Copyright © 2017 by Karl Schroeder.
Originally published in Chasing Shadows (Tor). Reprinted by kind

permission of the author.

“The Lamentation of their Women,” by Kai Ashante Wilson. Copyright ©
2017 by Kai Ashante Wilson. Originally published in Tor.com, August 24,
2017. Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

“Confessions of a Con Girl,” by Nick Wolven. Copyright © 2017 by Nick
Wolven. Originally published in Asimov’s Science Fiction, November-

December, 2017. Reprinted by kind permission of the author.
“Carnival Nine,” by Caroline M. Yoachim. Copyright © 2017 by Caroline

M. Yoachim. Originally published in Beneath Ceaseless Skies 225, May 11,
2017. Reprinted by kind permission of the author.

P.01-672 (BEST SFF VOL 12) C.indd 662 @ 10/01/2018 15:24



CONTENTS

Introduction, Jonathan Strahan 11
Zen and the Art of Starship Maintenance, Tobias S. Buckell 17
Probably Still the Chosen One, Kelly Barnhill 35
The Martian Obelisk, Linda Nagata 55
A Series of Steaks, Vina Jie-Min Prasad 73
Carnival Nine, Caroline M. Yoachim 95
Eminence, Karl Schroeder 113
The Chameleon’s Gloves, Yoon Ha Lee 131
The Faerie Tree, Kathleen Kayembe 153
The Mocking Tower, Daniel Abraham 169
Sidewalks, Maureen McHugh 193
My English Name, R. S. Benedict 209
Crispin’s Model, Max Gladstone 237
The Secret Life of Bots, Suzanne Palmer 259
Corncessions, Khaalidah Muhammad-Ali 285
Cornfessions of a Con Girl, Nick Wolven 309
The Smoke of Gold is Glory, Scott Lynch 329
The Discrete Charm of the Turing Machine, Greg Egan 373
The Lamentation of their Womern, Kai Ashante Wilson 407
An Evening with Severyn Grimes, Rich Larson 433
Though She Be But Little, C. S. E. Cooney 455
The Moo is Not a Battlefield, Indrapramit Das 471
The Worshipful Society of Glovers, Mary Robinette Kowal 491
Come See the Living Dryad, Theodora Goss 519
Fairy Tale of Wood Street, Caitlin R. Kiernan 543
Babylon, Dave Hutchison 561
Bring Your Own Spoon, Saad Z. Hossain ' 577
The Hermit of Houston, Samuel R. Delany 591
Belladonna Nights, Alastair Reynolds 621
Don’t Press Charges and I Won't Sue, Charlie Jane Anders 639

P.01-672 (BEST SFF VOL 12) C.indd 9 @ 10/01/2018 15:24





