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MODERN GREEK

Introduction

Reading can be defined as “the act of decoding
graphic material in order to determine its message.”
To put it another way, reading consists of coming
back to speech through its graphic symbols. In
short, meanings reside in the sounds of the spoken
language. Speaking a language is the necessary
first step to acquiring the ability to read a language
with meaning.

The recorded portion of the reading materials
for Modern Greek will be found at the end of the
program. You can do the readings as it is most
convenient for you. They can be done individually,
after every other unit or so, or done entirely after
completing the full thirty units. Instructions on how
to proceed with the readings are contained in the
audio portion of the course.
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The Greek Alphabet

Modern Greek is written using an alphabet
which is based on, and indeed quite similar to, the
ancient Greek alphabet. However, some differences
do exist, so even if you have some familiarity with
ancient Greek letters, you should not assume that
their modern counterparts will have the same name,
pronunciation, or appearance.

Like the Roman alphabet used to represent the
English language, the Greek alphabet is a phonetic
system, in which the letters represent specific
sounds. You may at first find that it takes some time
to associate the appropriate sounds with each letter
or group of letters. Some Greek letters resemble
letters in the Roman alphabet, but have quite different
sounds. For example, the Greek letter “H” resem-
bles the English capital “h,” but in Greek this letter
is pronounced with an “ee” sound. Therefore, we
recommend that you take the Reading Lessons at
your own pace, repeating each until you feel comfort-
able proceeding to the next. With a little effort, you
will be pleasantly surprised at how quickly you are
reading Greek.
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The Greek Alphabet (continued)

The Greek alphabet is comprised of 24 letters,
listed in order below with a guide to the sound or
sounds represented by each. You will note that
some Greek letters or combinations of letters have
more than one sound, depending on the amount of
stress with which they are pronounced and / or their
position in the word.

Greek Letter Pronunciation
(capital / small)
Aa a as in “baklava”
BB v as in “victory”
soft g (uh) when
followed by o, 0, ov, o,
Iy and consonants; y as in

“yawn” when followed
by i, a1, €, 1M, v, €1, 01

Ad th as in “then”

Ee eh as in “Helen”

A4 Z as in ‘“Zeus”

Hn ee as in ““scene”

®0 th(uh) as in “think”
It ee as in ‘““scene”

Kk k(uh) as in “king”
Al I(uh) as in “leopard”
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The Greek Alphabet (continued)

Greek Letter Pronunciation
(capital / small)
Mu m(uh) as in “Medusa”
Nv n as in “nest”
_ ks as in “rocks”;
=5 x as in “fox”
Oo 0 as in “cork”
IMrn p asin “pester”
Pp rolling r

s as in “Sparta”; z as in
Xo/s “Zeus” when followed
by certain consonants

Tz t as in “tear”
Tv ee as in “‘scene”
LOX0) f as in “feta”

h as in “hat” when
followed by o, 0, ov, o,
Xx and consonants; h as in
“Hugh” when followed
by €, 1, a1, m, v, €1, Ol

Yy ps as in “caps”

Qo 0 as in “cork”

In addition, combinations of Greek letters will
sometimes have separate sounds of their own.
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The Greek Alphabet (continued)

Combination Pronunciation
Y ng as in “linger”
g (uh) as in “Greece” at
the beginning of a word;
YK ) :
either g(uh) or ng in the
middle of a word
YEvX X as in “jinx”
b(uh) as in “bath” at the
- beginning of a word;
H mb as in “lumber” in the
middle of a word
d(uh) as in “dogma” at
Vi the beginning of a word;
nd as in “fender” in the
middle of a word
1 ds as in “defends”
70, TS ts as in “‘gets”
e(h) as in “feta”; some-
al M [1352) : [13 : 29
times “i”’ as in “bite
€1, 01, V1 e as in “‘scene”
oV ou as in “soup”
av as in “have’’; some-
av . LT3 99
times af as in “after
ev as in “Evelyn”;
€V

sometimes ef as in “left”
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Lesson One

Mo
Moud
HoTL
uiol

uio Lopd
LETA
Urmo!
UTTOULTTO,
umdTo
UTEUTO,
KOTo,
KOKAO
KOUULO!
KOUUAITL

e T A A o

e e T e T
R = O
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Lesson Two
1. umo
2. uUmop
3. UTOUTOKL
4. pOKOS
5. pEua
6. UEpO
7. KOpO
8. Tletpos
9. VvePO
10. vous
11. VOUUEPO
12. ovte
13. TEVTE
14. mavto

N1ivo

—_
el
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Lesson Three
1. &évos
2. Eova
3. &vos
4. glpon
5. Eluon E€vos.
6. €EL
7. E&i
8. ydpt
9. YEUO
10. Eipou yopds.
11. Plos
12.  BaBovpo
13. Pouvo
14. PovPods
15. dgxa
16. dada

d0VKOS

—_
=
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Lesson Four

1. CaPos

2. Lo

3. vepod

4. Couos

5. Coa

6. ®po

7. Qpo

8. Ofa

9. O€Ka

10. 0éAw

11. dev BEA®
12. Aev Ogro.
13. Béoua
14. B€oatpo
15. Oploupos
16.  Bpoupos
17.  0eds

18. Bedparos

Oet1K0Ss

—_
e
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Lesson Five
1. elpon
2. uolo
3. Eilpon pato.
4.  Eipor é€xa.
5. 0elw
6. Oclm d¢Ko.
7. TOTAS
8. TOmLO
9. TOLOLO
10. Eipot mwondi.
11. moldl / wadio,
12.  AGoU
13. OgAm AAot.
14. A€m
15. Aemido
16. A0Os
17. KOAOS AaOS
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Lesson Six
1. oM
2. &va OLAl
3. €vas OlAos
4. Ol
5. KOAOS ¢iAos
6. Eipot koAos olAos.
7. davapt
8. UEGOS
9. GUECOS
10. €UUECOS
11. ZaPBorto
12.  cOAGTO,
13. ©GKO0S
14. cokoAdTa
15. xpoot
16. O€lo kpoot.
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Lesson Seven

1. x6vo
2. xopd
3. Xoaipere.
4. YEMDVO,
5. €Yo
6. Eyo xept.
7. Exo moAAd doAAGpLO.
8. OfA® uePLKO SOALGPLO.
9. X0pOs
10. x4l
11. yxopo
12.  x0o0voOTO
13.  Exo xpovo.
14.  Exon\o.
15. ynmpo.
16. ynvo.
17.  xpPNOLUOS
18.  Eipot yxpnoiuos.

12
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Lesson Eight
1. EAAnvas
2. EAAnvido
3.  Etpotr EAAnvida.
4. Milow EAAnviKA.
5. €YO
6. YOAQ
7. Yot
8. YLaTl yLoyio,
9. YEAO
10. Tiopyos
11. Tidvvo yéla.
12. Tdvvn yohio
13.  y€lo /Yoo,
14. Eyo eipon o I'tavvns.
15. Eyo eilpor nTidvva.
16. HTItdvva
17. 7
18. T'eia cov I'twpyo.

13
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Lesson Nine
1. Kovta
2. Ua xovta
3. O&lm uio kovTo.
4. KOLAOLPL
5. O£\ £va KOVAOVPL.
6. €VO KOUUTL
7. KOUVLO,
8. KOLVOUTL
9. Kovurmi
10. KOUTO KOdE
11. OfAo pia koOTo, KOOE.
12.  KOVKOS
13. KOVKAO
14.  Elpot xovkAo.

14
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Lesson Ten
1. TIéco doAldpra €xeTE;
2. Eyo;
3. Eyo---
4. YLMOOES
5. Tloca eBpw €xete;
6. OOAADPLO.
7. O&Alm TOALD dOALGPLO.
8. EyomoAld efpo.
9. Ildoco doALdpLa BEAETE;
10. Aev Egpere;
11. Z0VOTEOTE.
12. Z€po.
13.  yuvaiko
14. TIdv elvor n yvvalko cos;
15. Eivol pali pov.
16. TIdv uevers;
17. Zmv Auepikn.
18. mlElTE
19. Ti0a mietre;
20. Oplote n unvpa ---
21. KOl TO Kpaotl.
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Lesson Eleven
1. ©amnbeio vepd.
2. Alyo vepd
3. Oamo---
4. TivOa melite;
5. ©o mLo umopo.
6. APOOTAM
7. 11660 cos YpwoTdo;
8. YLMES
9.  AVO Y1AOOES.
10.  xiAes / YLALGOES
11. TOPTOKOAAASO,
12. O&lo uio TopToKAALASO.
13. onuepo
14. ovpLo
15. Kot avpio;
16.  AVpLO OTLS €EL, TOPOKOAWD.
17. ZMUEPA GTLS dVO.
18. Aev Ba cos dwowm ---
19. timoto.
20. Oo ayopdom KATL ---
21. oVpLo otis €EL.
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Lesson Twelve
1. AKOVOTE TN LOVOLKN.
2. Not v aKoUuE.
3. Avoiérte ---
4. Avoli&re 1o BipAio.
5. AlofdoTe 10 YPOUUO.
6. Oa B€lote vo dATE KATL;
7. 00®
8. Oa ddwm KATL ---
9. mLo apyd.
10. Ppadv
11. ovpLo
12.  ovpLo Bpadv
13. mov
14. Oo ¢dm kATl 0OpLO Ppddv.
15. Oo ddue pall ---
16. ©GTO £6TLOTOPLO.
17.  Eyxel op€oxa yopio;
18.  Eivon axpipd;
19. Tuopo Ba dAuE;
20. Oa ddpe poll o Bpadv.

17
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Lesson Thirteen
1. Awofdorte ---
2. Alofdote Vv mpwtn AEEN.
3. Aev €lvol dVGKOAN.
4. ZOVOTECTE.
5. Tu0¢Alete va kdveTe;
6. Aev €xm K000 oL ERPO.
7. Metd 6o Tdm oto umap.
8. Tldoco kdvel pia unvpo;
9.  Eivol mold axpiPd.
10. Mmopo;
11. Mmopo vo oyopdom KATL;
12. TId6co xdvel pio urAovla;
13. Evtdéer.
14. KatoraBoivo.
15. Agev umop vo Tpo.
16.  Agev €xm TOAAG AEDTAL.
17. To mpdyuata eivorl ToAL axplpa.

18
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Lesson Fourteen
1. TIIdv eivon to umavio;
2. Edw 0e&ud.
3. Evyapioto.
4. Eevodoyelo
5. ZEépete mov elval 1o Eevodoyeio;
6. Elval poxpid ond 1o k€vipo;
7. Aev voullo.
8. Kot dev etvor axpipo.
9. Eilvotl xovtd ot 0dAaocoo.
10. 0VTOKLVNTO
11. Eyxete avtokivnto pall cas;
12.  VOLKLOGOUUE
13. Oy, B0 VOLKLAGOVLE.
14.  Oo pueivovue pia efdouada.
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Lesson Fifteen

Eyete moidid, kOpLe;

Noi, €youvue ---

Eyovuue €vo ayopt ---

KOl €£v0 KOpLTOoL.

IT6c0 ypovav elvort;

To xopitol elvorl dwdeka ---
KoL To oyopt elvan d€xol €EL.
Oa TAUE GTO LOVGELO.
IMopyov

e T Al o

10. Oo mdue oto onitt ToL ['Lwpyo.
11. Oa ¢due 6TO GTLTL TOV.

12.  Oa €xet EAAnvikd daynto.

13.  Oa movUEe Kol Kpoot.

14. Oo ¢due KOl GAALITO.

15. KoAn opeén

16. KoAn otoock€daon.

17.  Buvyapioto, enions.

18. OeAn Vo, 00yOpAo® ---

19. BOglw vo 0yopdon TOTOVTCLO.
20. Eival axpifa;

21.  Exovv exntooets;

22.  Avyovcto

23. Oy topa, Tov AVYoLGTo.

24.  Oo peilvouue dVo €ROOUASES.

20
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Lesson Sixteen

p—
—_ O

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

A AR o

20S OPECEL --- ;

Y0s opEcEL M BdA0GGO;

Nat, 6tov kdvetl {Eot.

Eilvol unig kol Ceot.

20S OPECEL TO KOAVUTL;

Noit, pov apecel tdpo. ToAV.
Aev €Y 0 LOYLO.

[Ip€nel va ayopdow.

O&Am €vo, LovPO LOYLO.

ITov eivor ta payalld;

Ed® xovtd, ue to mddLo 1K001
AEDTAL.

Me 10 aVToK1VNTO TOGO AEDTA;
[Tepimov tévte AehTa.

nuepa Zappato.

To poyolld eivol KAeLoTd.
KAeilvouv otts tpets.

Tnv Aevtépa elval avolkto, ---
HEYPL

Méypt tis okTouLon 0 Bpddv.
Tote, 6a mdm v Agvtépo.
>Nuepo Ba 8o Tovs GLAOVS LoV ---
Kol 0a YopEY.
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Lesson Seventeen

1. TIdca moldid €xete, kupia;
2. Exovue tpia moidid.
3. Elvoi ueydia;
4. Tlov elvol topa;
5. To xopitot elval otnv Auepikn ---
6. KOl To ayopio elvor oty ABnva.
7. Xnuepa Bo maue otn OdAlocoo.
8. Oo TAUE 0TO £6TLOTOPLO.
9. Metd 6o Taue ota vold.

10. Oa £pBovv Ko 10 TaLdLd Gas;

11. BéBaio Ba €pBouv.

12. Mov opé€oel n ABnva.
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