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MODERN GREEK 1

Introduction

Reading can be defined as “the act of decoding
graphic material in order to determine its message.”
To put it another way, reading consists of coming
back to speech through its graphic symbols. In
short, meanings reside in the sounds of the spoken
language. Speaking a language is the necessary
first step to acquiring the ability to read a language
with meaning.

The recorded portion of the reading materials
for Modern Greek will be found at the end of the
program. You can do the readings as it 1S most
convenient for you. They can be done individually,
after every other unit or so, or done entirely after
completing the full thirty units. Instructions on how
to proceed with the readings are contained in the
audio portion of the course.
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MODERN GREEK 1

The Greek Alphabet

Modern Greek is written using an alphabet
which is based on, and indeed quite similar to, the
ancient Greek alphabet. However, some differences
do exist, so even if you have some familiarity with
ancient Greek letters, you should not assume that
their modern counterparts will have the same name,
pronunciation, or appearance.

Like the Roman alphabet used to represent the
English language, the Greek alphabet is a phonetic
system, in which the letters represent specific
sounds. You may at first find that it takes some time
to associate the appropriate sounds with each letter
or group of letters. Some Greek letters resemble
letters in the Roman alphabet, but have quite
different sounds. For example, the Greek letter “H”
resembles the English capital “h,” but in Greek this
letter is pronounced with an “ee” sound. Therefore,
we recommend that you take the Reading Lessons at
your own pace, repeating each until you feel comfort-
able proceeding to the next. With a little effort, you
will be pleasantly surprised at how quickly you are
reading Greek.

The Greek alphabet is comprised of 24 letters,
listed in order starting on the next page with a guide
to the sound or sounds represented by each. You

2
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MODERN GREEK 1

The Greek Alphabet (continued)

will note that some Greek letters or combinations of
letters have more than one sound, depending on the
amount of stress with which they are pronounced
and / or their position in the word.

Greek1-BkIt-REV.indd 3

Greek Letter | Greek | English p .l
) ronunciation
(capital /small) | Name | Name

Aa alpha alpha |a as in father

BB vita beta |vasinvictory
g asin go when
followed by a, o, ov,

r 4m(m)a | gamma w, and consonants;

v & g y as in yawn when

followed by i, ai, &, 1,
Vv, €, oi

Ad thélta delta |[th asinthen

Ee épsilon | epsilon €asin bet; ay as in
pay when stressed

7¢ Jita sota |23ST0 Zeus; softer
before an o

. e as in me, but less

Hn ta eta drawn out

®0 thita theta |th asin think

I .y . e as in me, but less

1 yiéta iota d
rawn out
Kk kidp(p)a | kappa |k asinking
AN ldamtha | lambda |1 as in leopard
3
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MODERN GREEK 1

The Greek Alphabet (continued)

Greek Letter | Greek | English

Pronunciation
(capital /small)| Name | Name

Mu mi mu  |masin Medusa

n as in nest; less
pronounced, with a

[P

very slight hard “g

Nv ni nu : X
sound, in certain
combinations; silent
in some combinations

— ) ) ks as in rocks; x as

= ksi X1 .
in fox

Oo Omicron | omicron |0 as in oh

IIn pi pi p as in pie

Pp 10 rho |rolling r
s as in Sparta;

YXol/g sigma | sigma [softer, asin ocean,
after an o
Tt taf tau |tasintear
L. . e as in me, but less

T ipsilon | upsilon
drawn out

D o fi phi |fasinfeta

h as in hat when
followed by «, o, ov,

. w, and consonants;
chi

XX chi h as in Hugh when
followed by ¢, 1, at,
n, v, €L, 0L

Yy psi psi |psasinlapse

Qo oméga | omega |0asingo
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MODERN GREEK 1

The Greek Alphabet (continued)

In addition, certain combinations of Greek letters
often have separate sounds of their own. Some of

these are listed below:

Combination | Pronunciation
Ut b as in bath
d as in dogma at the beginning of a
VT word; nd as in fender in the middle
of a word. The “n” sound is often
omitted in speech.
1 ds as in fends
T¢, TO ts as in gets
e as in feta; sometimes i as in bite;
ot .
ay as in pay when stressed
€L, 0L, LL e as in me, but less drawn out
oV ou as in soup
av as in suave; sometimes af
av )
as in after
ev as in Evelyn; sometimes ef
€v )
as in left
Lo ya, as in yahoo, at the end of a word
T after v / b (when the word beginning with
N “p” follows one of the words for the
TOV : [13 29
that ends in “n.”)
v before & ng, with a sound somewhere
or K between “g”’and “ks” or “’k.”
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MODERN GREEK I

Lesson One

1. Mo

2. Moua

3. udt

4. ua

5. Hiopopd

6. METO

7. umo

8. uUmoumd

9. umdta
10. uméumo
11. xoatd
12. KoKGO
13.  xouuo
14. xoupdrtt

6
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MODERN GREEK I
Lesson Two
1. ura
2. umap
3.  UTOUTAKL
4. poKog
5. p€uo
6. uépa
7. k4po
8. Tlétpog
9. vepo
10. vovg
11. vovuepo
12. ovUte
13. mévte
14. mdvto
15. Nrivo
7
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MODERN GREEK I
Lesson Three
1. &évog
2. &ava
3. &wog
4. elpot
5. Eilpot &évoc.
6. €&
7. E&
8. wadpt
9. véuo
10. Eipou yopdc.
11. Plog
12. Bapovpa
13. Pouvo
14. BovBoc
15. odéxo
16. d8ddo
17. dovxag
8
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MODERN GREEK 1

Lesson Four

1. CaPoc

2. Lo

3. vepd

4. Coudg

5. Coa

6. opo

7. Qpa

8. ©6go

9. déxa
10. 6él®
11. devBerm
12. Aev 0ého.
13. O¢aua
14. ©éatpo
15. OplopPoc
16. Bpdupog
17. ©edg
18. Bedpartog
19. Oetikog
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MODERN GREEK 1
Lesson Five
1. eluot
2. uoalo
3.  Eipot pato.
4. Eipot déxa.
5. 0é\w
6. O&lw déxa.
7. TamAg
8. mamia
9. modid
10. Eipon modi.
11. mondt / mwadid
12.  Addu
13. O£ho AddL.
14. Xem
15. Aemida
16. Aadg
17. xoAdgAOOC

10
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MODERN GREEK I
Lesson Six
I. o
2. €va oAl
3.  €vogolrog
4. dalo
5. KoAOg diAog
6. Eipot koAdg diroc.
7.  ¢dovdpt
8. u€ocog
9. duecog
10. €uuecog
11. ZXdpporto
12. ocaldto
13. odxog
14. ocoxoAdto
15. «xpoot
16. O€Ao kpootl.
11
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MODERN GREEK 1

Lesson Seven

1. ydve
2. Yopo
3. Xoipere.
4. yelovo
5. €
6. Eywmyept.
7.  Eyxo moAld doAldpra.
8.  O£Am LEPLKD SOAAGPLO.
9. xopdc
10. yan
11. yopo
12.  yovotO
13.  Eyxwxpdvo.
14. EyxonAvo.
15. ynpa
16. ynva
17. ypnoluog
18. Eiuot ypnoiuoc.

12
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MODERN GREEK I
Lesson Eight

1. EAAnvoc

2.  EAAnvido

3.  Eipour EAAnvido.

4. Mihdwo EAANViIKA.

5. &yo

6. ydla

7. yuatl

8. Yot ylayld

9. vYé\u
10. Twepyog
11. Tidvvayéhro.
12. Tiévvn ydro
13.  yeha/ydaro
14. Eyoeipot o I'dvvng.
15. Eyo eipor nI'idvva.
16. HTdvvo
17. Y
18. Tela cov INwpyo.

13
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MODERN GREEK 1

Lesson Nine

KoUTO
uio kovto
O&Am pio KovTa.

KOVAOVPL

1

2

3

4

5. O&lm €va KovlovpL.
6. £€vo kouvumi

7. xouvvio

8. KOuLvVOUTL

9. xovumt

10. KOVTO KOOE

11. Oflo uio KoVTo KOOE.
12. KoVKOG

13. xovKkAa

14. Eipot xovxAo.

14
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MODERN GREEK I
Lesson Ten
1. Tloco doArdpro €xete;
2. Eyo;
3. Eyo---
4. 1MGOEg
5. Tldoca eBpo €xete;
6. JdoAAdpLO
7. O£Ao TOALE dOAADPLAL.
8. Exo moA)d eBpa.
9. Tléca doArdpra BENeTE;
10. Aev&épers;
11. Zovanéote.
12. Eépo.
13.  yvvaiko
14. TIov elval n yvvoiko cog;
15. Eivol poll pov.
16. TIIdv uevers;
17. Xmv Auepikn.
18. mielte
19. T 60 metre;
20. Oplote nunvpo ---
21. «xot 10 Kkpoot.

15
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MODERN GREEK 1

Lesson Eleven

1. Oanbera vepo.
2.  Alyo vepd
3. Oomo---
4. T 00 melte;
5. Oamo urdpo.
6. Y(POHOTOM
7. Tldco cag xpootdo;
8. ylhieg
9. A0 ylAddec.
10.  ylheg/ xiArddec
11. mopToKOAADSC
12. Of\o uio TopTOKOAAASAL.
13. onuepo
14. oavplo
15. Kot avpro;
16. Avpro otig €EL, TOPOKOA®.
17. Znuepo otig dvo.
18. Aev 6a 6ag d0om ---
19. timoto.
20. O 0yopdom KATL ---
21. ovplo otig L.

16
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MODERN GREEK I

Lesson Twelve
I. AxoVoTe TN LOVOLKN.
2. Not v aKoVuE.
3. Avoi&te ---
4. Avoi&te 10 BipAio.
5.  Awofdote 10 ypoupuo.
6. Oa Bglate va OATE KOTL;
7. $do
8. Oa ddm kATl ---
9. mo apyd.

10.  Bpddv

I1. avpro

12.  ovpro Bpddv

13. mov¥

14. Oa ddm kATl avpro Ppddv.

15. Oo ddue poll ---

16. o670 €6TLOTOPLO.

17. Eyxetl ¢péoxo yoplo;

18. Eivatl axpifad;

19. Tuvwopo Ba dpdue;

20. Oa ddpue pall o padv.

17
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MODERN GREEK I
Lesson Thirteen
1. Awpdorte ---
2. Awofaote v mpot AEEN.
3. Aev elvol SVOKOAN.
4. ZavomeéoTe.
5. Tu0¢élete va KOveTE;
6. Aev€yxm xkaborov efpa.
7. Metd 6o Tdo 6To Umop.
8. Tldco kavel pia umopa;
9. Elvotl moAv axpifd.
10. Mmopw;
11. Mmop® vo 0yopdon KATL;
12. Tlo6co kdvel uto urhovla;
13. Evrtdéer.
14. KoatolaBoivo.
15. Agv umopo vo Tdpo.
16. Agv €x® TOAAG AEDTC.
17. Tampdyuota eivol ToAd axpipol.

18
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MODERN GREEK 1

Lesson Fourteen

1. TIIdv eivor 10 umdvio;
2. Ed 0e&1d.
3. Evyxopioto.
4. Eevodoyelo
5. Zépete mov eivor 10 Eevodoyelo;
6. Eival poxpid omd 1o KEvipo;
7. Aevvouilo.
8. Ko dev elvar axpipo.
9. Eivol kovtd ot 6dlocoo.
10. avtokivnto
11. Eyxete avtoxivnto poll cac;
12. VvOlKlLGGOLUE
13. Oy, 60 vOIKLAGOVLE.
14. Oa peivouue uio efooudda.

19
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MODERN GREEK I
Lesson Fifteen
1. Eyxete maidid, kOpLe;
2. No, €gouvue ---
3.  Eyxovue é€vo ayopt ---
4. kol évo Kopitot.
5. TlId6co xpovav elvat;
6. To xopitol elval dmdexa ---
7. Kol 1o ayopt elvor d€xo, €EL.
8. Oo maue 670 LOVGELO.
9. Tiwpyov
10. Oo naue oto oniti 10V ['@pyov.
11. Oo ¢daue 670 OTLTL TOV.
12. Oo €yxel EAANvViKO dorynrto.
13. Oo movue Kol Kpoot.
14. Oo ¢daue Kol GOAGTO.
15. Koin opeén
16. Kol drackedaon.
17. Evyapioto, eniong.
18. Oglw vo ayopdon ---
19. Ogio vo ayopdc® TATOVTGLO.
20. Eivol oxpipd;
21.  Exovv exntooelc;
22.  Avyovocto
23. Oyt tepo, Tov AVyovoTo.
24.  Oo peivovpe 800 eBSOUAIEC.

20
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MODERN GREEK 1

Lesson Sixteen

1. Zogopéoet ---;
2. Xogopéoel n B3A0co0;
3.  Not, 6tov kavet {€ot.
4. ElvolunA€ kol (eot.
5. Z0og OpECEL TO KOAVUTL;
6. Nati, Hov op€cel Tapa TOAD.
7. Aev €xo paylo.
8. Tlpénet vo ayopdow.
9. Oflm £vo LOVPO LOAYLO.
10. TITov etvol ta poyolid;
11. Edo xovtd, ue ta médio elkoot

AEOTC.
12. Me 10 ovtokivnto méca AedTd;
13.  Tlepinov névte Aedhtd.
14.  Znuepa Zapporo.
15.  Topayolid eival kAerotd.
16. KAieivouv otig TpELC.
17. Tnv Agvtépa elval ovolkTo, ---
18. uéypt
19.  Méeéypt Tig okTmULON TO BPpAdv.
20. Torte, Ba maom TV AEVLTEPO.
21.  Znuepa Ba dw tovg dpiAovg pov ---
22.  xai 0o yopEyo.

21
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MODERN GREEK 1

Lesson Seventeen

[Téca modid €xete, Kvplo;
Exovue tplo maidid.

Elval pueydia;

ITo¥ elvol Topa;

To xopitol elval otnv Auepikn ---
KOl Ta 0yOpLo. elvol otny ABnva.
Ynuepa Bo e ot OdAacoo.

B0 TAUE 6TO £0TLOTOPLO.

e A A o e

Me1d 6o, tdpe 6to viold.

p—
<

Bo €pBovv KoL T0 TOLSLE OO

[E—
[

BéBaia 6o €pBouv.

p—
N

Mov opécetl n AbBnva.

22
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