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Figure 1.1: Compared to Other Industrialized Nations, the U.S. Has a  
High Rate of Weekly Attendance at Religious Services 

 

 
 

Source: World Values Survey, 2005–2007. 
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Figure 1.2: Religious Traditions in the United States 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 1.3: Mormons, Black Protestants, and Evangelicals Are the Most  
Religiously Observant Groups in America 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 1.4: Religiosity Varies a Lot by Race and Age, and a  
Little by Gender, Type of Community, and Income  

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 1.5: The Deep South, Utah, and the Mississippi  
Valley Are the Most Religious Regions 

 

 
 

Source: Religious Landscape Survey, Pew Research Center. 
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Figure 1.6: Congregations Are the Most Common Form of Association in America 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 3.1: Trends in Religious Attendance  
(by decade in which respondent reached adulthood, 1972–2008) 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 3.2: Aggregate Trend in Religious Attendance in America (1972–2008) 
 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 3.3: Decline of Adolescent Religious Observance (1968–2009) 
 

 
 

Source: The American Freshman Annual Surveys. 
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Figure 3.4: Recent Cohorts Report a Bigger Drop-off from  
Their Parents’ Religious Attendance 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 



12 
 

Figure 3.5: Religious Attendance in America: The 1950s Boom (1939–2008) 
 

 
 

Source: Gallup Poll Reports; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 3.6: Trends in Religious Attendance by Age Bracket (1950–2008) 
 

 
 

Source: Gallup Poll Reports; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 4.1: Is God Dead? 
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Figure 4.2: Youthful Rejection of Religious Identity (1966–2008) 
 

 
 

Source: The American Freshman Annual Surveys (UCLA); Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 4.3: Religious Attendance Among Youth, 18–29, by Education (1973–2008) 
 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, 1973–2008; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 4.4: Trends in Religious Identity (1973–2008) 
 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, 1973–2008; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 4.5: How Many Americans Attend Which Type of Religious  
Service in an Average Week? (Per 100 Adults) 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, 1973–2008; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 4.6: Volume of Religious Attendance by Religious Tradition  
(1973–2008) (Per 100 Adults) 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, 1973–2008; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 4.7: Declining Biblical Literalism (1963–2008) 
 

 
 

Source: Various Gallup Poll Publications. 
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Figure 4.8: Evangelical Affiliation and Moral-Social Views (1973–2008) 
 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey; Data Loess-Smoothed 
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Figure 4.9: Growing Objections to Influence of Religious Leaders (1991–2008) 
 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey. 
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Figure 4.10: Emptying Pews and Increasing Nones (1973–2008) 
 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 4.11: The Rise of the Nones  
(by decade in which respondent reached adulthood, 1972–2008) 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 4.12: Estrangement from Religion Among College Freshmen (1965–2009) 
 

 
 

Source: The American Freshman Annual Surveys; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 4.13: Evangelicals and “Nones” Among American Youth (18–29), 1973–2008 
 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 4.14: Views on Sex, Drugs, and Religion Among  
American Youth, 18–29 (1973–2008) 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey; Data Loess-Smoothed. 



28 
 

Figure 4.15: Views on Homosexuality and Marijuana  
Among College Freshmen (1965–2009) 

 

 
 

Source: The American Freshman Annual Surveys; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 5.1: Switching and Lapsing by Religious Tradition (Whites Only) 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 5.2: Retention Rate by Religious Tradition and Generation (Whites Only) 
 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, 1973–2008; Data Loess-Smoothed. 



31 
 

Figure 5.3: Religious Switching for Marital and Nonmarital Reasons (1973–1994) 
 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, 1973–1994; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 5.4: Intermarriage Became More Common Throughout the 20th Century 
 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, 1972–2008. 
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Figure 5.5: Approval of Religious Intermarriage Rose Between 1968 and 1982 
 

 
 

Source: Gallup Poll Reports. 
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Figure 5.6: Younger Generations Are More Open to Religious Intermarriage 
 

 
 

Source: World Values Surveys, 1982 and 1990. 
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Figure 5.7: Opposition to Intermarriage by Religious Tradition 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 5.8: Intermarriage Rates by Religious Tradition 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 5.9: Propensity for In-Marriage, by Religious  
Tradition and Generation (Whites Only) 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, 1973–1994. 
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Figure 6.1: While Over Half of Churchgoers Are Very Satisfied with Their  
Congregation, a Third Are Only Moderately Satisfied 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 6.2: Why Did You Choose Your Current Congregation? 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 8.1: Religious and Secular Women Enter the Labor Market  
(with birth cohort held constant) 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, 1973–2008; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 8.2: Trends in Feminist Views, by Church Attendance 
(women only, with birth cohort held constant) 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 8.3: Increasing Majorities in Most Religious  
Traditions Favor Allowing Female Clergy 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, 1986, and Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 8.4: Most Members of Most Religious Traditions  
Favor a Bigger Role for Women in Church 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 8.5: Inequality in America: The Income Share of the Top Decile (1945–2007) 
 

 
 

Source: Thomas Piketty and Emmanuel Saez, “Income Inequality in the United States, 
1913–1998,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 118, No. 1 (2003): 1–39 (longer updated 

version published in A. B. Atkinson and T. Piketty, Eds., Oxford University Press,  
2007), tables and figures updated to 2007 at http://elsa.berkeley.edu/~saez/  

(accessed March 2, 2010). 
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Figure 8.6: Religiosity and Views on Poverty and Government Policy 
(whites only, with standard demographic characteristics held constant) 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 8.7: Who Should Primarily Care for the Poor: Government or Private Charity? 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 9.1: Lutherans 
 

 
 

Source: Association of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies, 2000. 
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Figure 9.2: People of German Descent 
 

 
 

Source: U.S. Census, 2000. 
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Figure 9.3: People of Scandinavian Descent 
 

 
 

Source: U.S. Census, 2000. 
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Figure 9.4: Catholics 
 

 
 

Source: Association of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies, 2000. 
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Figure 9.5: People of Italian Descent 
 

 
 

Source: U.S. Census, 2000. 
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Figure 9.6: Latinos 
 

 
 

Source: U.S. Census, 2000. 
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Figure 9.7: People Who Report Their Ethnicity as “American” 
 

 
 

Source: U.S. Census, 2000. 
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Figure 9.8: Evangelicals 
 

 
 

Source: Association of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies, 2000. 
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Figure 9.9: Ethnic and Religious Identity Go Together 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 9.10: Black Protestants’ Lives Are Infused with Religion,  
Even More So Than Evangelicals 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 9.11: Religion, Particularly Saying Grace, Is a Daily  
Part of Many Black Protestants’ Lives 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 9.12: For Black Protestants and Evangelicals, Churchgoing  
Is More Common Among the College Educated 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 9.13: Black Protestants Are Religious Traditionalists,  
Even More So Than Evangelicals 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 



60 
 

Figure 9.14: Black Protestants Share Few Political Views with  
Evangelical and Mainline Protestants 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Surveys and National Election Study, 2008. 
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Figure 9.15 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 9.16: Stronger Ethnic Identity Means Stronger Belief in and Inter-Generational 
Transmission of Religion (whites only, with standard demographic characteristics,  

as well as religious characteristics, held constant) 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 9.17: Most Americans Do Not Attend a Racially Diverse Congregation,  
but Diversity Varies by Religious Tradition 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 9.18: What Predicts Attending a Diverse Congregation? 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 9.19: A Majority of Young Catholics Are Latino 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 9.20: Latino Catholics Have More Orthodox Beliefs Than “Anglo” Catholics 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 9.21: Congregational Racial Diversity Correlates with Racial Diversity  
Among Friends (with standard demographic characteristics,  

as well as geographic characteristics, held constant) 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 9.22: Opposition to Interracial Marriage Declines  
(whites only, with standard demographic characteristics held constant) 

 

 
 

Source: Grand Social Survey; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 9.23: Anti-Black Racism Declines  
(whites only, with standard demographic characteristics held constant) 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 9.24: Support for Discrimination in Housing Declines 
(whites only, with standard demographic characteristics held constant) 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 11.1 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 11.2 
 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey and National Election Studies. 
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Figure 11.3: The Religious Divide Has Grown Among Baby  
Boomers, but Is Widest Among Their Children 

 

 
 

Source: Youth-Parent Socialization Study. 
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Figure 11.4: College-Educated Churchgoers Are Most  
Likely to Be Republicans (Whites Only) 

 

 
 

Source: National Election Studies; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 11.5: Religiosity and Political Attitudes 
(with standard demographic controls held constant) 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 11.6: Attitudes Against Abortion and Homosexuality Have Become  
More Strongly Connected to Republican Party Identification 

(whites only, with standard demographic characteristics held constant) 
 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey. 
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Figure 11.7: Those Who Oppose Abortion Place More Importance  
on the Issue than Those Who Favor It 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2007. 
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Figure 11.8: Those Who Oppose Same-Sex Marriage Place More  
Importance on the Issue Than Those Who Favor It 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2007. 
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Figure 11.9A 
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Figure 11.9B 
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Figure 11.10: Americans See the Republican Party as  
Friendly to Religion, Democrats as Neutral 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2007. 
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Figure 11.11: Americans of All Ages Have Become More Accepting of  
Same-Sex Marriage, but Young People Most of All 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey. 
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Figure 11.12: Young People Are More Ambivalent About  
Abortion Than Their Parents’ Generation 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 12.1: Political Activity at Church Is Relatively Rare  
and Varies Across Religious Traditions 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 12.2: Liberals Get More Politics at Church Than Conservatives 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 12.3: Political Mobilization Is Least Common Through Church 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 12.4 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 13.1: Religiosity Predicts Both Secular and Religious Volunteering 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Table 13.1: Type of Volunteering by Religiosity 
(with standard demographic and ideological characteristics held constant) 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 13.2: Religiosity Encourages Giving as a Percent of Income 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 13.3: Civic Engagement and Religiosity 
(with standard demographic and ideological characteristics held constant) 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Table 13.2: Church Attendance and Ethical Judgments 
(with standard demographic and ideological characteristics held constant) 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 13.4: Most Americans Trust Religious People More Than Nonreligious People 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 13.5: Religious People Express More Altruistic Values 
(with standard demographic and ideological characteristics held constant) 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Table 13.3: Measures of Theological Belief and Religious Commitment 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 13.6: Social Trust Increases with Religious Attendance,  
but Decreases with Fundamentalism 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 13.7: Social Trust and God’s Nature 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 13.8: Religiously Based Social Networks Foster Civic Engagement 
(with standard demographic and ideological characteristics and church  

attendance and sociability held constant) 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Table 13.4: Support for Civil Liberties 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 13.9: Growth of Civic Tolerance in U.S. (1972–2008) 
 

 
 

 Source: General Social Survey, 1972–2008; Data Loess-Smoothed.  
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Figure 13.10: Opposition to Atheist Teachers Is Closely Tied to Religiosity, but  
Opposition to Fundamentalist Teachers Is Less Tied to Secularism 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2007. 
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Figure 13.11: Support for Civil Liberties of Opponent of Religion,  
by Frequency of Church Attendance 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, 1972–2008; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 13.12: Support for Civil Liberties of Homosexuals,  
by Frequency of Church Attendance 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, 1972–2008; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 13.13: Among Regular Churchgoers Younger Generations Are More  
Tolerant of Antireligious Expression Than Older Generations 

 

 
 

Source: General Social Survey, 1972–2008; Data Loess-Smoothed. 
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Figure 13.14: Religious Americans Are More Concerned About Respect for Authority 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 14.1: Most Americans See a Role for Religion in American Society 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 



107 
 

Figure 14.2: Religious and Secular Americans Differ on Whether  
There Are Clear Guidelines of Good and Evil 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 14.3: Religious and Secular Americans See Each Other as Intolerant 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 14.4: Religious and Secular Americans See Each Other as Selfish 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 14.5: Religious Groups Vary in How They Feel About Their Own Group 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 14.6: Americans Feel Warmest Toward Jews, Mainline Protestants, and Catholics 
(scores reflect how everyone else feels about each group; size of circle  

represents that group’s share of the population) 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006 and 2007. 
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Table 14-1: Which Religious Group Is Warm, or Cold, to Whom? 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2007. 
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Figure 14.7: Almost Everyone Is Okay With a Christian Church in Their Neighborhood; 
Highly Religious Americans Are Less Sure About a Buddhist Temple 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2007. 
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Figure 15.1: Regardless of Their Level of Religiosity, Americans Value Religious Diversity 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 15.2: Most Americans Have Religiously Diverse Families and Neighborhoods 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 15.3: Even Americans’ Closest Friends Are Religiously Diverse 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 15.4: Members of Different Religious Traditions Differ in the Religious 
Homogeneity of Their Family, Friends, and Neighbors 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 15.5: Americans Overwhelmingly Believe That People of  
Other Religions Can Go to Heaven 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2007. 
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Figure 15.6: Even When Those Other Religions Are Not Christian 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2007. 
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Figure 15.7: Few Americans Are “True Believers” 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Table 15.1: Who Are the Minority of “True Believers”  
in the American Religious Landscape? 

 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Figure 15.8: One True Religion? 
 

 
 

Source: Faith Matters Survey, 2006. 
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Table A1.1: Comparing Faith Matters and the General Social Survey 
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Table A1.2: Comparing Faith Matters and the National Election Study on Abortion 
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Table A1.3: Comparing Faith Matters and Gallup on Evolution 
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Table A1.4: Comparing the 2006 (Original) and 2007 (Panel) Faith Matters Surveys 
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Table A2.1: Comparing ANCOVA and Change-Score Models 
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Figure 11.5 Illustrated 
 

 
 
 

 


